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THE  KU-KLUX  CONSPIRACY. 


This  reiK>rt  oonsists  of  thirteen  yolmnee. 

Yolnme  I  contains  the  report  of  the  committee  and  the  views  of  the  minority. 

Tolnme  II  contains  the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  North  Caro- 
lina, and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  cironit  court  held  at  Baleigh, 
Korth  Carolina. 

Yolomes  III,  IV,  and  V  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
South  Carolina,  and  the  report  of  the  trials  in  the  United  States  circnit  oonrt  held  at 
Colombia,  l^nth  Carolina.    Index  to  the  three  volnmes  is  contained  in  volnme  III. 

Yolnmes  VI  and  Vll  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Geor- 
gia. Index  is  contained  in  volume  YI. 

Yolnmes  YllI,  IX,  and  X  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to 
Alabama.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  YUI. 

Yolnmes  XI  and  Xn  contain  testimony  taken  by  the  committee  in  relation  to  Mis- 
sisBippi.    Index  is  contained  in  volume  XI. 

Yolnme  XTIT  contains  miscellaneous  testimony  taken  by  the  committee,  testimony 
in  relation  to  Florida,  and  miscellaneous  documents. 
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AberdecD,  meetiAff  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  at : 782,791,861,862 

Abraham, ,  (colored,)  whippiug  of 436 

Acts  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi 884-888 

ADAM,  G.  GORDON,  testimony  of 60-63 

resident  of  Vicksburgh 60 

lawyer;  United  States  district  attorney  in  1868,  and  resigned  in  1869 61 

execution  of  the  laws,  &c 61,62 

Adams,  Thomas  W.,  whipping  of 257 

Alabama,  armed  men  carrying  colored  men  from  Meridian  to  : 

French's  account  of. \ 6,8,9, 18 

Smith's 64,65,69,78-80 

Ford's 100,102-105,109,122,123 

Whitaker's 170,171,200,201 

Sessions's 210 

outrages  in  Mississippi  by  persons  from 60,249-252 

Alcorn  County,  killed  in :  (for  pages  see  names  elsewhere,)  — : Turner, 

Williams — 2 ;  whipped  in :  Edmund  Glenn,  John  Glenn,  Andy  Graham,  Fanny 
Hon^suckle,  George  Maybray,  George  Shubble,  £.  J.  Stubblefield,  Green 

Williams — 8;  killed  in  :  (names  not  given) 1153 

AliGOOD,  JEFFERSON  B.,  testimony  of 499-510 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter ;  native  of  SouUi  Carolina ;  candidate 

for  board  of  supervisors 499^ 

was  a  slave-trader 508 

Judge  Ames,  superintendent  of  education,  notified  by  Uie  Grand  Cyclops  to 

resign  his  position,  and  witness  warned... 499 

lulling  of  Mr.  Charles  Wisslor ;  the  **  White  Rose"  organization,  and  **The 

Sonsof  the  South" 501 

Mr.  Dericut  pr^ented  from  teaching;  school-house  and  church  burned 502 

opposition  to  colored  schools 502  507 

enect  upon  the  negroes  of  Ku-Klux  outrage 502 

depreciation  of  the  value  of  land ;  general  treatment  of  northern  settlers ;  whites 

reconciled  to  negro  suffrage , .' 503 

witness's  views  as  to  the  Ku-Klux  order ;  relative  rate  of  taxation 504 

killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  negro  meeting,  and  one  in  Lowndes  County 505 

kiUingof  Mr.  Shipley  by  Mr.  ^issler;  killingof  Mr.  Wissler 506 

•       school-tax : 507 

administration  of  county  affairs 509 

AKbi,  the  only  line  of  defense , 929,930,933,934 

Allen,  Joseph,  whipping  of 1 424 

Allen,  Miss  Sarah  A.,  compelled  to  discontinue  her  school 777, 778^  820, 1022 

AL.LEN,  Miss  SARAH  A.,  testimony  of 777-779 

resident  of  Geneseo,  Illinois ;  engaged  in  teaching  in  Lowndes  County ;  taught 

a  colored  school  in  Monroe  County 777 

was  visited  by  disguised  men  and  warned  to  leave 777,778 

discontinued  her  school ;  character  of  the  disguises  worn 778 

nearly  all  the  schools  in  Monroe  County  broken  up ;  complaints  against  the 

school  tax - 779 

Amee,  Judge,  superinf endent  of  education,  notified  to  resign 499 

Ancneaty,  disabilities,  &c 289,309,310,383,414,447,791,792 

ANDERSON,  JOHN  H..  testimony  of .' 1137-1145 

resident  of  Monroe  County ;  a  farmer;  deputy  sheriff : ••..        1137 

a  republican  and  Clay  whig 1142 

Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  tc^en  from  Jail ;  the  latter  killed ;  whipping  of 

Santee  Butler,  Aleck  Willis,  and  Simon  Dunham 1138,1144 

the  Ku-KIux  Klan  and  Seventy-Six  in  Monroe  County 1138, 1139, 1 141, 1145 

invited  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  order  by  Nathan  Fulham 1141-1143 

killing  of  Mr.  Trailer;  kiUing  of  Bir.  Garrett  by  Hendricks 1143 

Andy  Bnma  shot  at ! 1138,1144 
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ANDERSON,  LYDIA,  (colored,)  testimony  of •  510-613 

resident  of  Noxubee  County 510 

whipping  of  witness *, 510-513 

and  Aleck  Hughes;  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett *. 512 

and  George  Murph ^ ;....  512,513 

whipping  of  Nathan  Campbell ;  killing  of  Peter  Gregory 513 

Anonymous  threatening  letters '.5,76,87,90,91,92 

Arms,  practice  of  carrying 567 

Arnold,  Mr.,  visited  and  compelled  to  do  justice  to  a  negro 1186 

Artesia,  disturbance  at : 

Algood's  account  of ..-• 550 

Jarnagin^s  account  of 530,531 

Rives's  account  of 556,557 

Powers's  account  of 601-603 

Lewis's  account  of 680-692 

Orr*s  account  of , 711-718 

Nelson's  account  of 895-899 

Brothers's  account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  account  of. 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of • 1167-1171 

Atkins,  Ab.,  killing  of 361 

Atkins,  Joseph,  whipping  of 1151 

Avery,  John  W.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1150 

B. 

Bailey,  Drury,  outrages  upon  and  subsequent  killing  of ;. 1029,  1030 

BASKERVILLE,  CHARLES,  testimony  of 374-416 

resident  of  Noxubee  County  since  1866 ^ 374,391 

resident  of  Lowndes  County  from  1851  to  1866 374,391 

native  of  Virginia ;  planter  and  merchant :  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  in 
confederate  army ;  general  agent  for  Alabama  and  Mississippi  of  National 

^  Insurance  Company 374 

postmaster  in  Virginia  thirty-five  years  ago 383 

dismissed  Yankee  soldier  from  teaching  school  on  his  plantation 384 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 375,  376,  392,  393, 411,  412 

disguised  men,  country  store  broken  up  by 376,  393 

-    disabilities,  removal  of ^ 383,  414 

colored  people,  behavior  of 382 

colored  people,  masked,  interrupt  fair  in  colored  church  in  Macon 375,  392,  395,  399 

killing  of  "Bully  Jack,"  (colored) 386,396 

killing  of  Dick  Maloi^e,  (colored) 376,  394,395 

whipping  of Harston,  (colored) 395 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowry,  (colored) 395 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,  (white) 385,  396,397 

Ku-Klux  trials  at  Oxford 378,  379,  380,  381,  382,  400,  401,  4IO 

Ru-Klux,  demons' rations  in  favor  of • 382 

Ku-KluXy  no  arrests  by  State  authorities  of 400 

schooMiouses  burned 402 

school-tax,  &c 384,  :^85, 395, 407, 41 1 

negro  suffra&re 413,414 

oonceming  W.  W.  Chisolm,  witness 391 

concerning  John  R.  Taliaferro,  witness 476,477,486-491,403-405,409-412 

concerning  Union  Leagues 383, 388 

B«ckwith,  Joseph,  hanging  of ". 888,889,1040 

BECKWITH,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 888-890 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 888 

taken  out  by  disguised  men  and  hanged  three  times | 888-889 

•     character  of  the  disguises  worn 889,890 

Behavior  of  colored  people 234, 255, 261, 298,  .338, 351, 364, 382, 542 

Bell,  Mrs.  Ada>  entrance  of  soldiers  into  chamber  of. .  825, 827, 840, 87 1 ,  872, 912, 913, 998, 999 

Bird,  Allen,  beaten  and  shot  to  death  in  jiol : 

Coleman's  account  of 466 

Cooper's  account  of « 495 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Metts's  account  of 643-646 

Rives's  account  of 656,658 

Judge  Orr's  account  of. ...698,708,709 

Bishop,  J.  N.,  president  of  board  of  school-directors,  relative  to 744,746,747,757,758 
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BISHOP,  JOSEPH  N.,  testimoDj  of 1172-1176 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  snperintendent  of  education ^ 1172 

relative  to  tho  levy  of  school-tax  in  the  county ;  condition  of  the  connty  as  to 
school-houses  at  the  time  of  the  inauguration  of  the  common-school  system,        1172 

statistics  of  e:[peDditures  for  school  purposes  in  the  county 1173-1175 

Blake,  F>ank,  wbippiujj  of,  for  being  a  democrat • 1042 

BLISS,  E.  RAYMOND,  testimony  of 1030-1036 

resident  of  Lowndes  County •. 1031 

details  of  the  disturbance  ut  Artesia,  and  the  killing  of  Lee  and  the  subsequent 

iuvestifjations 1030-1036 

Booth,  Miss,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 665, 666 

Bowler,  Mr.,  shooting  while  resisting  arrest  of 1042 

Boyd,  Armistead,  whipping  of 1087,1095,1157 

Boyd,  Charles,  whipping  of.^ 1157 

Boyd,  Mr.,  closing  of  school  of 848 

Bramlctte,  Judge,  killing  of 10,70,99,176,182,210,221 

Bresle,  Early,  shot  at 1157 

Bridges,  Mr.,  Ellen  Grayson's  son  taken  from  custody  of,  and  assault  upon: 

bavis's  account  of : 475 

Jamagin*s  account  of 518,519,522 

Ri ves^  account  of. 562 

Smith's  account  of 573, 574 

Clay's  account  of i 604,605 

Rice's  account  of 609-619 

Judge  Orr's  account  of : 598,708,709 

Brookhaven,  mayor  of,  killing  of  the 302 

Brooks,  Hardin,  identified  by  Smith 575 

Brooks,  Joseph,  whipping  of. 1087, 1095, 1157 

Brooksville,  disturbance  near ^ 556,568 

BROTHERS.  OSCAR  C,  testimony  of 1001-1021 

resident  of  Artesia;  a  physician : 1001 

surgeon  in  the  confederate  army V--         ^^20 

details  of  the  disturbance  at  Artesia,  and  the  killing  of  Lee,  and  subsequient 

proceedings 1001-1017 

what  witness  knows  of  the  * '  Native  Sons  of  the  South  " 1017-1 021 

Brown,  Jerry,  killing  of 487,492,495,573 

Brown,  Mr.,  killing  of 563 

Brown,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teachinc^ ^ 666 

Buford,  Mr.,  killing  of  Mr.  Cherry  by 657 

JBumings : 

school-houses  and  churches  in  Noxubee  County  .'. 477, 478, 502, 528, 539, 629 

in  Winston  County 467,493,587,588,601,640,650,699,1150 

in  Lee  County 823,912,922,1021,1166 

school-houses  in  Oktibbeha  Connty 989 

in  Monroe  County 779,921,1021 

in  Chickasaw  County 1021 

churches  in  Alabama 572 

assessor's  office  in  Chickasaw  Connty 824,840,871,912 

properties  of  various  persons,  (see  School-houses  and  Meridian)  > 531 

Bams,  Andy,  shot  at , 1138,1144 

Burton,  Mr.,  identified  by  Hicks 891 

Butler,  Santee,  whipping  by  negroes  of 361,362,847,879,1138,1144 

Butler,  William,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

C. 

Campbell,  John,  robbing  of  store  of -. • 340 

CAMPBELL,  QEORGE  W.,  testimony  of 576-682 

resident  of  Noxubee ;  a  farmer ;  was  a  mechanic ;  a  magistrate 576 

testimony  taken  by  him  as  coroner  in  the  case  of  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack ; 

Mr.  Glass  charged  by  Jack's  wife  with  being  concerned  in  the  killing 576, 578 

Lewis  Jordan  said  to  have  been  killed  by  Jenkins 577,582 

investigation  of  the  killing  of.  Jack ^ 578, 579, 581 

a  negro  killed  by  Mr.  Murdock,  and  one  by  a  negro  woman 579 

copy  of  Ka-!^lux  notices  received  by  him 580,581 

•     killing  of  Dick  Malono 581 

Camion,  (Campbell, )  Nathan,  whipping  of 485, 486, 491 ,  493, 513, 638, 647 

Carlisle,  Coleman,,  identified  by  Coleman 488 
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CARPENTER,  EDMUND  L.,  testimony  of 619-625 

resident  of  Nod[ubp6  County;  a  farmer  and  planter 619 

Sam  Coger  still  alive ;  killing  of  Dick  Malone 4 '. '    619 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowry « 619,620 

shooting  of  Sam  Coger.' 621,622 

witness's  views  as  to  Ku-Kluz 622--625 

miscegenation ^ 6*23,624 

Carroll  County,  state  of  affairs  in 588 

CARTER,  EDWARD,  (colored,;  testimony  of 1083-1085 

a  school-teacher, 1083 

resident  of  Sanford,  Alabama 1084 

visited  by  disguised  men,  shot  at,  and  be  and  his  family  driven  from  home  ; 

his  daughter  ravished  by  John  Cook  and  Diller  Luddith 1084 

CASON,  JEREMIAH  H.,  testimony  of 1129-1133 

resident  of  Columbus ;  a  minister  of  the  Baptist  Church 1 129 

character  and  standing  of  H.  B.  Whitfield;  his  business  affairs 1130-1133 

Cherry,  Mr.,  killing  of,  by  Mr.  Buford 657 

Chestnut,  Charies,  Killing  and  throwing  in  a  well  of 226 

Chickasaw  County,  burning  of  assessor's  office  in .  .824, 840, 871, 912, 1024, 1025, 1074, 1077 

of  school- houses  in .' 1021 

killed  in:  Drury  Bailey — 1;   shot  at  in,  Early  Bresle,  Gardner — ^2; 

whipped  in  :  £.  C.  Echols  and  wife,  Cornelius  McBride— 3 ;  shooting  in : 
Wesley  Pulliam — 1,  (for  page  see  name  elsewhere.)  ^ 

Chisolm,  W.  W.,  (witness, )  testhnony  concerning , 391 

CHISOLM,  W.  W..  testimony  of 246-265 

resident  of  De  Kalb,  Kemper  County,  for  eighteen  or  twenty  years ;  native  of 
Georgia ;  elected  magistrate  when  twenty -one  or  twenty-two  years  of  age, 
and  probate  judge  before  and  after  the  war ;  at  present  sheriff  of  Kemper 

County 246 

republican 252 

raid  of  armed  men  from  Alabama 249,250,251,252 

alarm  among  white  and  colored  people 253 

Kemper  County,  lawlessness  and  crime  in 4.  246 

Kemper  County,  white  and  colored  voters  about  equal  in 253, 264 

Kemper  County,  republican  majority  in 253 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 248, 252, 253, 258, 259, 260, 262, 264 

disguised  men,  attack  on  Colonel  Powers's  plantation  by 248, 249 

disguised  men,  operations  in  Kemper  County  by '. 256, 264 

disguised  men,  operations  in  Noxubee  County  by 254 

disguised  men,  witnesses  afraid  tp  testify  against 255 

disguised  men,  reorganizing  under  name  of  **  Seventy-Six  " 257, 258 

concerning  John  W.  Gully 248, 250, 252, 255, 256, 258, 262, 263, 264, 265 

concerning  Dr.  Fox , 255,256,258 

•whipping  of  Thomas  W.  Adams,  (white) 257 

whipping  of  Henry  Gregor,  (colored) 256 

shooting  of  Captain  Rush,  deputy  sheriff 247, 248, 254, 256, 264 

con  coming  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored, )  representative 254 

riot  at  Meridian 254 

colored  churches  and  school-houses  burned 260 

teachers  of  colored  schools  threatened - 261 

behavior  of  colored  people 261 

education  of  colored  people 264 

Churches,  burning  of,  in  Noxubee  County 502, 528, 539, 629 

in  Lee  County : 823,912,922,1166 

in  Winston  County 587,588,601 

n  Alabama 572 

CLARK,  HENRY,  testimony  of 1086-1100 

a  detective  in  the  employ  of  Colonel  Wells 1068 

was  a  scout;  a  prisoner  at  Andersonville 1088,1098 

a  native  *of  Missouri •.        1097 

on  a  surveying  party  in  New  Mexico 1098 

his  investigation  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  of  Tippah  County 10S6, 1088, 1089, 1094, 

1095, 1096, 1099 

whipping  of  Silas  Mask 1086,1098,1099 

Harris  Taylor  and  A.  Woods,  captains  of  the  Klan 1066 

Widow  Sykoses  house  visited  andshe  ordered  to  leave ;  her  daughter  frightened  ' 

tUl  she  became  insane 1086, 1087, 1096, 1^97 

whipping  of  Tillman  Green,  Armistead  Boyd,  Albert  Thomas,  and  Joseph 
Brooks 1087,1095 


CLARK,  HENB^,  testimony  of— Continaed. 

JulliDg  of  Dillard,  said  to  have  been  done  by  Judg^  Pollard ;  twelve  or  fifteen  ^ 

cases  of  whipping  in  Tippah  County 1088 

organization  called  the  "Robertson  Family  " 1089, 1091, 1092 

Native  Sons  of  the  South , 1089,1090,1091 

Drs.  Cannon  and  Bonsall  arrested  for  violating  the  enforcement  act  in  arrest- 
ing Miller  and  Rose  without  a  warrant 1090, 1091 

Saddler,  sheriff  of  Pontotoc,  the  head  of  the  Robertson  Family  and  a  member 

of  the  Kn-Klux  Klan 1089,1093 

CLAY,  MATTHEW,  testimony  of 604-609 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter 604 

affidavit  of  witness  relative  to  the  assault  upon  Bridges  by  negroes,  and  cor- 
recting misrepresentations  in  H.  B.  Whitfield's  testimony 604, 605 

letter  of  Whitfield  to  witness,  October  5,  1S71,  explaining  his  testimony  before 

investigatmg  committee 605, 606 

the  taking  of  the  negro  from  Bridges 606, 607 

Cockerman,  Frank,  whipping  of 1081,1083 

Cockrell,  Mr.,  burning  of  house  of 531 

Coger,  Sam,  kilUng  of 224, 227, 241, 242. 471 

Coger,  Sam,  still  living 549,550,619 

CogCT,  Sam,  shooting  of 621,622 

Cole, ,kiUingof 589 

Coleman,  Mr.,  burning  of  store  of : 531 

Coleman,  Robin,  whipping  of. 484,494,638,647 

Coleman,  WilUam,  compelled  to  leave 488,495,497,498 

whipping  of 335,474,482,483,495,637,654,655 

COLEMAN,  WILLIAM,  (colored,)  testimony  of 482-492 

resident  of  Noxubee  County  ;  came  from  Winston  County  in  April  last 482 

his  house  fired  into  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  witness  shot;    was  knocked  down, 

cut  with  knives,  taken  out,  and  whipped  severely 482, 483 

character  of  the  disguises  wom 483,484 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell,  Robin  Coleman,  and  George  Gladney ;  Sam 

McMillan  shot  at 484 

whipping  of  Nathan  Cannon 485,486,491 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplctt ;  Allen  Bird  beaten  and  shot  to  death  in  jail 486 

Peter  Cooper,  school  teacher,  driven  off ;  colored  school-house  burned 487 

kaiing  of  Jerry  Brown 387,492 

no  white  man  punished  for  those  outrages  ;  colored  people  forced  to  lie  out  at 
nighta ;  identifies  Coleman  Carlisle,  J.  Bioyd  Hughes,  Theodore  Ellis,  Peter 

Ellis,  Monroe  Ellis,  Bog  Ellis,  and  Francis  Ellis 488 

Colored  churches  burned , 20,260 

Compton,  Dr.,  alleged  Ku-Klux  officer 884 

Conkerton,  John,  outrage  upon 1103, 1104, 1106 

Coonell,  Alfred,  whipping  of 1151 

Connor,  William  P.,  burning  of  gin-house  of .* 531 

Cook,  John,  rape  of  Edward  Carter's  daughter  by 1084 

Cooper,  Peter,  driven  from  home 487,497,639,656 

COOPER,  PETER,  (colored,)  testimony  of 492-499 

resident  of  Macon ;  came  from  Winston  County ;  a  school-teacher 492 

a  shoemaker 493 

bis  money  taken  aud  his  clothes  and  books  burned  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  school- 
house  burned ;  whipping  of  Nathan  Cannon 493 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell 493, 494 

whipping  of  Robin  Coleman  and  George  Gladney 494 

killing  of  Allen  Bird  and  Jerry  Brown ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Coleman 495 

killing  of  Jerry ;  opposition  to  colored  schools 496 

William  Coleman  forced  to  leave 495,497,498 

Court-hoiise,  disturbance  caused  by  General  Lamar  in 297, 298, 348, 850, 851 ,  910, 

911, 1160-1162 

Courts,  State,  impossible  to  convict  Ku-Klux  in 591,697,703,705 

Cox,  Mace,  killing  of 1045,1046 

Crosby,  Andrew,  captain  of  Ku-Klux 775 

CROSBY,  EDWARD,  (colored,)  testimony  of \ 1133-1137 

resides  ten  miles  east  of  Aberdeen , 1133 

Green  T.  Roberts  outraged  by  disgujsed  men ^ 1133,1136 

intimidation  of  colored  republican  voters 1 133-1 1 36 

CimnioghAm,  Mr,,  captured  by  the  Ku-Klux  and  not  since  heard  of 783 
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Dance,  Miss,  buniingof  school-honse  of 849 

Darden,  William,  identified  by  Hicks 891 

Darden,  AVilliam,  shooting  at  Hicks  by .' 1083 

DAVIS,  ALEXANDER  K.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 469-482 

resident  of  Noxubee  Connty ;  a  law  stadent ;  a  member  of  the  last  legislature.  469 

whipping  of — 

Betsey  Lucas 469,470 

Isam  Lowry  and  Eliza  Hinton 473 

Aleck  Hughes 473,474 

Bill  Coleman 474 

Robert  Jackson 480 

C.  M.  Doss  allecfed  captain  of  Ku-Klux ;  killing  of  Sam  Coger ;  five  families 

driven  from  Mr.  May's  place 471 

killing  of— 

DickMalone 471,472 

Bully  Jack 472 

Johnson  Keitt  and  Solomon  Triplett 474 

Ellen  Grayson's  son 475 

man,  (name  not  given) ! 475,470 

Mr.  Wissler 476 

Mr.  Shipley  by  Charles  Wissler 480,481 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  "White  Rose*'  and  of  Ku-Klux,  as  obtained  from 

J.S.Taliaferro 476,477 

colored  school-house  at  Shuqualak  and  at  Brooksville  burned 477 

three  white  school-houses  Dumed ;  sentiment  as  to  colored  schools ;  witnesses 

afraid  to  testify 478 

negroes  generally  republican 479 

court  broken  up  by  Charles  M.  Doss 479,480 

Davis,  Joseph,  Gholson's  statement  relative  to  testimony  of 835 

Reynolds's 903,907,908,910 

turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 270, 278-281 , 295, 356 

DAVIS,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 808-^19 

resident  of  Monroe  County  for  six  or  seven  years ;   was  in  the  confederate 

service 809 

aradical 813 

was  forced  to  join  the  Ku-Klux-Klan  by  Jasper  Webb,  Andrew  Pope,  Whit- 
field Pope,  and  Thomas  Malone ;  went  on  a  raid 808 

whipping  and  killing  of  Jack  Dupree 808,809 

Henry  Hatch  and  Michael  Forsbee  forced  to  join  the  Ku-Klux  Klan ;  Burrill 

Willis  and  Jefferson  Willis  joined  voluntarily •- 809 

kinds  of  disguises  worn 1 810, 815 

went  for  Aleck  Pope  on  second  raid,  but  did  not  catch  him 810 

whipping  and  hanging  of  Aleck  Pope 810,811 

whipping  of  Rhett  Willis  and  Simon  Dunham :  killing  of  Abram  Wamble  ...  811 

mode  of  Ku-Klux  operations 813 

witness  and  others  bribed  not  to  betray  the  Ku-Klux 817, 818 

Davis,  Miss  Anna,  outrages  upon 823 

Davis,  Miss  Anna,  character  of    839,912,922,1075,1165 

Dericut,  Mr.,  prevented  from  teaching 502 

Diggs,  Frank,  mail-agent,  killing  of 74 

Dillard,  Mr.,  killing  of 1088,1101,1104,1105 

Disabilities,  amnesty,  &c 289,:^,  3 10, 383, 4 14, 447, 791, 792 

Disguised  men,  Ku-Klux,  secret  political  organizations ;  objects,  operations,  organ- 
izations, &c..  of: 

Eggleston's  account  of ^ 1,3,4,5 

French's  account  of 14, 15, 16 

Jacobson's  account  of 54, 57-59 

Floumoy's  account  of 82-85,87,90,91,93 

Ford's  account  of 102,104,112,114,116,122,123,126 

Whitaker's  account  of 190,191,199 

Sessions's  account  of  ! 206,209,211,212,215-217,222,224 

Chisolm's  account  of a 246,248,249,252-254,256-260,262,264 

Hugginsis  account  of 268, 274, 275, 27d,  286, 287 

Morns's  account  of 299,302-304,312 

McBride's  account  of 327,330,338,342 

Holman's  account  of .*...  348,358 

Little's  account  of 365 

Baskerville's  account  of 375, 392, 411, 412 
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Whitfield's  account  of 417,426,430,434,435,438,442,453 

Pickett's  account  of 460-465 

Disguised  men,  confederate  soldiers  and  democrats,  members  of  bands  of 4, 287, 338, 

350  366  4(>3 

uniforms,  costumes,  disguises,  worn  by 274, 275, 278;  327, 328, 343,'  357.*  467 

State  authorities  inflict  no  punishment  for  acts  of 4,10,16,304,311,322,331, 

340, 350, 400, 431 

T?itnesses  afraid  to  testify  against 256 

negroes  forced  to  join  bands  of.... 351,357 

(For  further  particulars  see  Ku-Elux.) 

DISMUKES.  ELISHA,  testimony  of 626-6.36 

resident  of  Noxubee  County;  a  lawyer 626 

was  quartermaster  in  rebel  army * 631 

Lieutenant  Grovernor  Power's  statement  to  witness  relative  to  the  attack  upon 

his  bouse  in  Kemper  County 626,627  633 

hanging  and  shooting  of  a  negro 627, 628 

intimidation  of  voters  in  Noxubee 628 

a  church  and  two  school-houses  burned 629 

concerning  the  killing  of  George  Evans 633, 634 

witness's  views  as  to  Ku-Klux  and  the  Loyal  League 634, 635 

Doss,  C.  M.,  alleged  captain  of  Ku-ELlux 471 

Doss, CM.,  breaking  up  of  court  by 479,480,530,1040 

Dow-Blair  Regulators 927 

Duncan,  Frazier,  whipping  of  wife  of 1152 

Duncan,  Matt,  killing  of  brother  of 584 

Dunning  (Dunham)  Simon,  whipping  of 774, 811, 1136, 1144 

Dupree,  Jack,  killing  of: 

Huggins's  account  of 270,280 

McBride's  account  of 339 

Holman's  account  of 356,357 

Little's  account  of 360,362 

WhitBeld's  account  of 435 

Pickett's  account  of ^ 462 

Turner's  account  of 773,774 

Liee's  account  of 786 

Davis's  account  of 808,809 

.  Gholson's  account  of 829,847,879 

Beynolds's  account  of i 1  903,9:67 

E. 

Eaves,  Buck,  identified  by  Coleman : 1151 

Eaves,  Mr.,  school-scrip  taken  from  and  burned 1150 

Eberta,  Mr.,  closing  of  school  of 848 

Ediols,  E.  C,  whipping  of. 330,342,351,849,879,921,1153 

Echols,  E.  C,  whipping  of  wife  of 1153 

Edmonds,  Nancy,  wuipping  of , 1155 

Education,  negro '. i 21,86,264,306 

opposition  to,  in  Winston  County 496,649,650 

in  Noxubee  County 502,507,572 

sentiment  of  democrats  of  Lowndes  County  as  to 680,700 

Epglcston,  B.  B.,  character  of. 1055, 1057 

EiiGLESTON,  B.B.,  tesUmony  of 1-6 

resident  of  Columbus,  and  assessor  of  internal  revenue 1 

went  to  Mississippi  from  Ohio 3,4 

served  in  Union  Army  during  the  war  from  captain  to  brigadier  general 4, 5, 6 

disguised  men,  operations  of. 1, 3, 4, 5 

disguised  men,  object  of ! 1,4 

disguised  men,  democrats  compose  organizations  of 5 

disguised  men,  no  convictions  tor  acts  of r.  4 

attack  upon  Mr.  Powers,  lieutenant  governor 2,3 

attack  upon  Colonel  Flournoy 3 

anonymous  threatening  letters ^ 5' 

persons  whipped .*.       1,3,4 

freedom  of  political  opinion 2 

execution  of  the  laws,  &c 2,4 

Union  Leagues 6 

Ellis,  Bog,  identified  by  Coleman 488 
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Ellis,  Francis,  identified  bj  Coleman ^.  488 

Ellis,  Monroe,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

Ellis,  Peter,  identified  bj  Coleman 488 

Ellis,  Theodore,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

Elm,  William,  identified  by  Smith 575 

Emmons,  Mr.,  outrages  upon 1023' 

Enforcement  act,  enectof 591 

Evans,  George,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  killing  of 583, 584, 633, 634, 794 

Execution  of  the  laws,  security  of  person  and  property  4E&C.,  as  testified  to  by — 

Eggleston 2,4 

French 14' 

Jacobson 53,55,57 

Adam 61,62 

Smith V 80 

Floumoy 91,95 

Ford : .' 96 

Whitaker ....165,167,186,201 

Sessions 209 

Taliaferro 224,244 

Chisolm 253 

Huggins 286 

Morns 299,300 

F. 

Farmer,  H.  W., ordered  to  quit  teaching 676,899 

Farmer,  11.  W.,  whipping  of 277,415,444 

Farmer,  Mr.,  knocked  down  by  tt  negro 556,566 

Flint,  Sanders,  and  his  sons,  Joseph  and  Willis,  taken  from  the  Athens  jail ;  the  two 

latter  killed 263, 269, 359, 786, 803-806, 843, 844, 8^0, 861, 879, 1138,1144 

FLINT,  SANDERS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 803-808 

resident  of  Monroe  County 803 

he  and  his  sons  Joseph  and  Willis  taken  from  jail  by  Robert  Park,  Samuel 
Young,  Zacbariah  Westbrooks,  Williamson  Westbrooks,  Bluford  West- 
brooks,  Purnell  Smith,  Click  Marshall,  and  Henry  Hall ;  he  escaped ;  bis 

two  sons  were  killed 803-806 

bis  property  seized  by  Aleck  Smith 806, 807 

drowning  of  a  woman  ;  killing  of  Dick  Hendricks 807 

FItoumoy,  Colonel,  aCtack  by  disguised  men  upon 3,83,84,85,88,89,90,94,302,437, 

460, 46 1 ,  465, 466, 467, 468 

FLOURNOY,  ROBERT  W.,  testimony  of 8*^-95 

resident  of  Pontotoc  County;   editor  and  lawyer;  county  superintendent  of 

schools .'v.  82 

deputy  postmaster w 83 

went  to  Mississippi  in  l&'56 82,91 

born  in  Georgia ^? 91 

voted  for  ordinance  of  secession 95 

attacked  by  disguised  men 83,84,85,88,89,90,93,94 

disguised  men,  operations  of 82, 83, 84, 85, 87, 90, 91 ,  93 

anonymous  threatening  letters 87,90,91,92 

freedom  of  political  opinion 89,90 

opposition  to  colored  schools 86 

teachers  of  colored  schools  ordered  to  stop  teaching 82, 83, 86, 87 

school-houses  burned 94 

sense  of  security 91, 95 

Union  Leagues 86 

FORD,  WILLIAM  C,  testimony  of 96-127 

resident  of  Meridian 1 96 

lawyer 96,121 

went  tfi  Mississippi  from  Missouri ;  served  in  confederate  army 121 

colored  men  taken  from  Meridian  by  armed  men  from  Alabama 100, 102, 103, 104, 

105, 109, 122, 123 

execution  of  the  laws,  &.C j  96 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 102, 104, 112, 114, 116, 122, 123, 126 

riot  at  Meridian 96,99,103,107 

riot  at  Meridian,  examination  by  Judge  Loachman  in  regard  to 115, 125 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 99 

killing  of Williams,  (colored) 102,114,116,125 

wounding  of Koyser,  (colored) 102,114,116 
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three  negroes  hong  at  Meridian 99,108,117 

concerning  William  Stnrgis,  major 97,99,111 

concerning Price 97,100,102,109,111,119,120 

concerning  William  Dennis  alias  Clopton,  (colored)...97,9e,99, 102, 106-107, 113, 114, 

116,117,121 

concerning  Warren  Tvler,  (colored) 97,98,99,107,113,114,116 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored)  representative 97, 98, 113, 1 16 

concerning  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 100, 112 

burning  of  Sturgis's  store 97, 105, 106 

burning  of  J.  Aarou  Moore's  house 99,106, 124 

burning  of  colored  church  at  Meridian 99, 105, 106, 124 

democratic  negroes 127 

feeling  between  the  races 117, 118, 119 

Union  Leagues 105 

Forsbee,  Michael,  forced  to  join  the  Ku-Klux 809 

Foster,  Addy,  whipping  of 339 

K«8ter,  Dr.,  burning  of  store  of 531 

Fox,  Dr.,  testimony  concerning 255,256,258 

Freedmen^'s  Bureau  the  cause  of  trouble 852, 883 

Freedom  of  poUtical  opinion L 2,55,75,81,82,89,90,214,215,301,333 

Freeman,  Mr.,  shooting  by  the  Highs  of ^ 839 

Freeman,  Mr.,  rape  by 1165 

Freeman,  Mr.,  burning  of  church  by 1166 

FRENCH,O.C.,  testimony  of 6-23 

resident  of  Natchez ;  member  of  legislature,  and  chairman  of  joint  committee  to 

investigate  Meridian  riot '. 6 

went  to  Mississippi  from  Ohio 17 

agent  of  Frcedmen's  Bureau - * 18 

execution  of  the  laws 14 

armed  men  carried  colored  persons  from  Meridian  to  Alabama 6, 8,9, 18 

disguised  men,  objects  and  operations  of 14, 15, 16 

disguised  n^n,  opinions  of  democrats  concerning 15 

disguised  men,  no  prosecutions  for  acts  of 10,16 

riot  at  Meridian 6-12,16,17 

riot  at  Meridian,  investigation  by  Judge  Leachman  of 10 

riot  at  Meridian,  witnesses  afraid  to  testify  concerning 7, 11,12, 13 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 10 

shooting  of Kryzer i 13 

attack  on  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins 14 

three  colored  men  hung  at  Meridian 7, 10 

in  regard  to  Mayor  Sturgis - 7 

in  regard  to Price 8,17 

in  regard  to  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 8, 17, 19 

in  regard  to  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  (colored) 9, 10, 1 1 ,  14 

in  regard  to  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 9,10 

in  regard  to  J.  Aaron  Moore,  representative,  (colored) 9, 10, 17, 20 

burning  of  Sturgis's  store 7 

burning  of  colored  churches 20 

burning  of  school-houses 18, 19, 20 

education  of  negroes 21 

Chickasaw  school  fund 21 

opposition  to  republican  mayors 18 

l^islation  in  regard  to  railroads 21,22,23 

State  debt 21,23 

charges  against  State  and  county  officers 20 

Union  Le^ue 16 

G. 

Galloway,  Joseph  F.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching  and  preaching 662, 663, 667, 1059, 1081 

GALLOWAY,  JOSEPH  P.,  testimony  of : 662-675 

resident  of  Lowndes  County  ;  teacher  in  Mary's  Academy 662 

a  Congregational  preacher 665 

a  republican 670 

was  ordered  by  Ku-Klux  to  stop  teaching 662,663 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 663 

Kendricks  warned  to  leave,  and  he  left ;  Squire  Webbe  ordered  to  desist  from 
teaching 66^ 
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also  Mr.  Myersiand  Mise  Booth  ;  received  a  letter  from  Leonard  Stewart  warn- 
ing hi  m,  by  order  of  Kn-Klux,  to  quit  preaching 665,666 

Brown  warned  to  quit  teaching 666 

visited  the  second  time  by  Ku-Klux,  and  ordered  to  quit  preaching ;  they  were         663 

disguised  altogether  different 667 

recogpaized  Leonard  Stewart.. 668 

Albert  Hardy  visited  by  Ku-Kluz ;  assaulted  and  ordered  not  to  go  to  church 

ajg^in -^ 669 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicks  and  wife 671,672 

whipping  of  George  Irion,  three  colored  women,  Ned  Murphy 672 

whipping  of  Bob  Wells : 672,573 

whipping  of  Joe  Turner '    673 

death  of  Perkins,  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned 674,675 

Gardner, ,  shot  at 1024,1027,1028 

Gardner,  Warren,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Garrett,  Mr.,  killing  of.. 836-839,868,879,911,1143 

Gessner,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1022 

Gholson,  S.J.,headofKu-Klux 1026,1027 

Gholson.S.  J.,  testimony  relative  to : 1022,1023,1026,1027 

GHOLSON,' SAMUEL  J.,  testimony  of 829-884 

resident  of  Monroe  County  since  1830 ;  was  a  slaveholder 841 

was  in  secession  convention  ;  judge  of  the  Federal  pourt  for  twenty-two  years ; 
a  secessionist  per  se;  in  the  confederate  army ;  speaker  of  the  house  of  rep- 
resentatives   853 

opposed  the  ratification  of  the  fourteenth  amendment : 854 

concerning  the  testimony  given  in  the  case  known  as  **Tbe  United  States  vs, 

Walton  and  others,"  and  the  proceedings  in  the  case 829-834,848 

killing  of  Jack  Dupi-ee... 829,847,879 

killing  of  Aleck  Page 8^9-834,848,879 

killing  of  Abe  Wamble 834,667,879 

concerning  Joe  Davis's  testimony 835 

killing  of  Hendricks  and  Mr.  Garrett,  and  the  legal  proceedings  thereon..936,839,808, 

879 

character  <*f  Miss  Davis ;  Freeman  shot  by  'three  men  named  High 839 

burning  of  Shattuck's  office  at  Okolona 840,871 

Mrs.  Bell's  chamber  visited  by  soldiers 840,841,871,872 

relative  to  the  school  system  and  the  school-tax 842,  K43, 850, 673, 874 

Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  taken  from  jail  by  disguised  men,  and  the  lat- 
ter killed 843,844,860,861,879 

whipping  of  Alfred  Whitfield 844,845 

whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins 845,846,879 

recognition  of  Jphn  8.  Roberts  and  John  Porter 845, 846 

Santee  Butler  whipped  by  negroes , '. . .  847, 879 

killing  of  Tom  lIornb«rger,  (or  Durham) 848,866,867,879 

Mr.  Boyd's  and  Mr.  Ebert's  school  closed 848 

Miss  Dance's  school-bouse  burned,  and  a  Presbyterian  church 849 

whipping  of  Mr  Eeclesand  McClendon 919,879 

disturbance  in  the  court-room  in  Monroe  County 850,851 

witnesses  said  to  have  been  tampered  with ;  case  of  Confederate  Sam 851,652 

financial  condition  of  Monroe  County  since  the  war 852 

the  Freedmen's  Bureau  the  source  of  trouble 852,883 

relative  to  taxation 852,853,876,877,878,880,881,882 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux  order,  its  purposes,  &c 834-860, 863 

meeting:  at  Aberdeen  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  outrages 861,862 

State  Ku-Klux  act  of  July  21,  1870,  no  convictions  under 864,865 

correctness  of  the  report  of  testimony  upon  the  habeas  corpus  trial,  before  Judge 

Hill 865,866 

general  treatment  of  northern  settlers 869-871 

carpet-baggers  and  scalawags 871 

relative  to  the  Loyal  Leagues 873 

census  and  school  statistics  of  the  county 874 

value  of  real  and  personal  property  in  Monroe  County 874, 875 

ravages  of  the  war ;  valuation  of  slave  property 875,876 

the  cotton  crop 878 

rejoicings  upon  the  return  of  the  prisoners  from  Oxford 878, 879 

whipping  of  William  McMillan  ;  Ko-Klux  letters 880 

concerning  the  judiciary - .882  ^ 

State  legislation  relative  to  negroes |8g2y 

Dr.  Compton  said  to  have  been  an  officer  in  ihe  Ku-Elux  order 884  ' 
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Gibson,  Dr.,  mob  nnderlead  of 459,460 

Gladney,  Qeorge,  whipping  of 484,494,638,647 

Gifiss,  Mr.,  charged  with  killing  Bully  Jack 576,578 

Gleed,  Robert,  character  of .'.J056,1057 

GLEED,  ROBERT,  (colored.)  testimony  of 718-728 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  senator  from  the  eighteenth   district ;  in  the 

State  since  1865 718 

received  a  Eu-Klnx  letter 718 

killing  of  Mason  and  Dick  Malone ;  men  severely  whipped ^ 719 

colored  woman  whipped 719, 720 

school  broken  np ! 720 

operations  of  Ku-Klux  in  Lowndes  and  Monroe  Counties 720, 721 

difficulty  in  bringing  them  to  justice ;  democratic  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux 

act , 721 

effect  of  the  passage  of  the  State  Ku-Kiux  act;   purposes  of  the  Ku-Kluz 

order 722 

the  Tuscaloosa  Monitor  on  leading  or  intelligent  negroes 724 

what  is  thought  by  the  negroes  of  democratic  colored  voters 725, 726 

Glenn,  Edmund,  whipping  of 1155 

Glenn,  John,  whipping  of 1 154 

Government  of  the  United  States,  feeling  toward 193,704 

Graham,  Andy,  whippiog  of 1154 

Grant,' John,  identified  by  Smith .• 571 

Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Railroad  Company  discharged  employes  for  voting 

republican  ticket 318 

GRAY,  EDMUND,  (colored,)  testimony  of 894-895 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 894 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicks 894,895 

(hayson,  Ellen,  killing  of  son  of: 

Davis's  ac<^ount  of w 475 

Jarnagin*s  account  of 518,519 

Rives's  account  of 552, 262 

Smith's  account  of 573,574 

Clay's  account  of 606,607 

Rice's  account  of 609-619 

Green,  Tillman,  whipping  of 1087,1095 

Gregory,  Peter,  killing  of. 513,547,587 

Greyer,  Henry,  whipping  of 256 

GuUy,Jobn  W.,  testimony  concerning 248,250,252,265,256,258,202-265 

H. 

HAIRSTON,  JOSHUA,  (colored,)  testimony  of t...  798-803 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 798 

was  shot  at  by  William  Moore,  (colored) 798,799 

whipping  of  Thompson 799, 800 

Hairston,  Joshua,  shot  at 798,799,1039 

Hall,  Hen^,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Halliday,  Dick,  whipping  of 772 

Hanson,  Henry,  shooting  of 1151 

Hargrove,  A.  H.,  shot  at  by  negro 1042,1043 

HARRISON,  JAMES  T.,  teutimonyof 1180-1183 

resident  of  Columbus;  a  lawyer 1180 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield;  his  money  affairs 1180-1183 

Harston, ,  whipping  of 395, 423 

Hatch,  Henry,  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 278,279,291,295,773,774 

Hatch,  Henry,  forced  to  join  Ku-Klux 809 

Hickman,  Rufus,  Vhipping  of 587 

HICKS,  JAMES,  (colored, )  testimony  of 891-893 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  lived  near  Caledonia 891 

whipping  of  witness  and  his  wife;  recognized  Mr.  Darden  and  Mr.  Burton. ..  891 

had  a  difficulty  with  Billy  Darden  and  was  shot  at  by  him 892,893 

his  meal  poisoned 893 

Hicks,  James,  shot  at  by  Darden 892,893,1083 

Hiekfl,  James,  and  wife,  whipping  of : 

bis  own  account  of 891 

Whitfield's  account  of 417,445 

Galloway's  iiccount  of - 671,672 

Turner's  account  of 773 
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Hicks,  James,  and  wife,  whipping  of— Continaed. 

Gray*8  accoantof - 894,895 

Perkins's  account  of    900 

Humphries's  account  of 1038 

Higgin^,  Jesse,  compelled  to  leave  borne 992 

Biggins,  Jesse,  whipping  of 1154 

Higgins,  John,  indicted  for  whipping  Aleck  Hughes 551 

Highs,  shooting  of  Mr.  Freeman  by  the 839 

Hintou,  Eliza,  whipping  of 473, 1154 

Holloway,  Rev.  Mr.,  ordered  to  stop  preaching 283 

HOLMAN,  EDWARD  E.,  testimony  of 342-358 

^  twenty-six  years  of  age ;  farmer ;  resident  of  Holly  Springs  for  nineteen  years ; 

member  of  grand  jury  at  Oxford  for  trial  of  Ku-Klux 342 

disguised  men,  operations  of 342,348 

disguised  men,  disguise  used  by  bands  of ' 343, 357 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 350 

disgui'sed  men,  no  convictions  by  State  courts  for  acts  of 350 

disguised  men,  negroes  forced  to  join  bands  of 351,357 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 342,348 

Oxford  trials  inteiTuptod  by  Colonel  Lamar 348 

colored  men  killed 345 

colored  men  whipped 344,346 

whipping  of  Eckels,  (Echols)  -^ 342,351 

whipping  of  McLachlan  for  teaching  colored  school 350, 357 

threatening  Warmouth,  (white) 344,351,357 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett,  (colored) 346,347 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 356,357 

■  killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 357 

Joe  Davis,  (colored, )  turned  State's  evidence  against  Ku-Klux 356 

witnesses  intimidated,  &c 349, 350 

behavior  of  colored  people -' ,         351 

opposition  to  free  schools,  &c 348, 350,  :i52, 354, 355 

colored  schools  in  Pontotoc  County  broken  up 352,357 

school  system,  school-tax,  &c 352-356 

Honeysuckle,  Fanny,  whipping  of 340 

Hopkins, ,  killingof. 225,242 

Homberger,  Thomas,  killing  of 281 ,  360, 780, 781 ,  787, 848, 866, 367, 879 

Hotcher,  Jane,  whipping  of 1156 

HUGGINS,  A.  P.,  testimony  of 266-298,820-828 

resident  of  Aberdeen  ;  born  in  Ohio  and  partly  raised  in  Michigan  ;  served  in 

Union  Army  from  private  to  lieutenant  colonel ^ 265 

officer  for  eighteen  months  of  Freedmen's  Bureau 265, 290 

from  May,  1H70,  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue,  and  from  August,  1870,     . 

superintendent  of  public  schools  for  Monroe  County 265, 290 

went  to  Mississippi  and  engaged  in  planting 266 

refused  admission  into  Baptist  church  at  Aberdeen 266, 267 

republican  in  politics 267 

sheriff  for  six  weeks,  for  election  under  General  Ames 267, 287, 290 

attacked  and  whipped  by  disguised  men 271-276,293,295 

disguised  men  first  appeared  in  August,  1870 268 

disguised  men,  dis^ise  of  men  and  horses  of  bands  of 274, 275, 278 

disguised  men,  majority  of  people  sympathize  with 286, 28/ 

disguised  men,  republicans  denounce  acts  of 286 

disguised  men,  democrats  and  confederate  soldiers  in  bands  of 286, 287 

Sanders  Flint  and  two  sons  (colored)  taken  from  jail  and  the  two  sons  mur- 
dered   268,269 

Sanders  Flint,  murderers  of  the  two  sons  of,  tried  and  acquitted 269,292,294 

killingof  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 270,280 

killingof  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 278,279 

killingof  Abraham  Wamble,  (colored) 280,296 

killing  of  Tom  Homberger,  (colored) 281 

old  colored  man  whipped  and  made  to  promise  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket.. .  269 

whipping  of  colored  men  not  named 278 

whipping  of  Alfred  Whitfield,  (colored) 269,270 

whipping  of  Alfred  Skinner,  (colored) 278 

whipping  of  Aleck  Stewart,  (colored ) 277 

whipping  of  Peter ,  (coiored) 281 

whipping  of Farmer*,  (white,)  teacher  of  colored  school 277 

whipping  of  Cornelius  McBride,  (white,)  teacher  of  colored  school 284 
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Bey.  Mr.  HoUowaj,  Conjip^fj^tionalist  preacher,  ordered  to  stop  preaching  ...  283 

Kev.  D.  McLachlan,  Methodist  preacher,  driren  off 283 

school  system,  school-tax,  &c 266,284,288,289 

school-teachers  forced  to  stop  teaching 282,283 

collection  of  school-tax  hi  Monroe  County  stopped  by  En-Klux 266, 284 

collection  of  school-tax  in  Lowndes  County  stopped  by  Kn-Klux 285, 297 

members  of  school  board  ordered  by  Kn-Klux  to  resign I..  281 

school-houses  burned 283 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 278,279.291,293,298 

Oxford  trials  inteirupted  by  Colonel  Lamar 297, 298 

Joe  Davis,  (colored,)  turned  State's  evidence  against  KuKlux 270,278,279,280, 

291,295 

Henry  Hatch,  (colored,)  turned  State's  evidence  against  *Ku-Klux 278,279,291,295 

persons  killed  or  whipped  in  Lowndes  County 285 

Lieutenant  Crovemor  rowers  attacked  in  Noxubee  County 286 

outrages  in  Chickasaw  County 286 

b^avior  of  colored  people -■  298 

disfranchisement  by  reconstruction  laws 289 

Miss  Allen  could  not  procure  board  in  a  white  family  because  she  taught  a  col- 
ored school :  she  was  visited  by  Ku-Klux  and  compelled  to  discontinue  her 

school .^; ^  820 

sympathy  manifested  for  the  persons  implicated  in  outrages 820, 821 

banging  of  Dock  Hendricks 821,822 

killing  of  Tobe  Hutchinson 822,823 

color^  church  burned  at  Tupelo,  October,  1871 ;  outrages  upon  Miss  Anna 

Davis 823 

assessor's  oflSce  at  Okolona  fired - 824 

bis  attempted  arrest  by  the  sheriff  of  Oktibbeha  County,  on  a  charge  of  con- 
spiring to  take  away  the  liberties  and  rights  of  Mrs.  Ada  Bell 824-826 

relative  to  purchase  of  school  furniture 828 

Hugffins,  A.  P.,  attack  upon : 

his  own 271-276,293,295 

French's  account  of 14 

Sessions's 213 

McBride's 299,316,339 

Little's 360,362 

Baskervill's 385,396,397 

Whitfield's  account  of 430,435 

Pickett's 460,463 

Power's 587 

j^»s 7g7 

Ghoisons V.V. v. .V/.V/.V.V.V/.V...V. !"!!.. !!'.'.. ..J! 

Reynold's *. 905,906,919 

Stone's 1022 

Wells's 1152 

Hoggins,  A.  P.,  extravagant  expenditures  for  school  purposes  by 901,914-917,919,920 

Huggins,  A.  P. ,  relative  to  testimony  of,  in  the  case  of  Aleck  Stewart 907 

Hugrins,  A.  P.,  character  of 1165 

Hughes,  Aleck,  whipping  of 340,473,474,512,1153 

Hughes,  Jim  Boyd,  identified  by  Coleman 488 

•HlftlPHRIES,  ABRAM  S,  testimony  of 1185-1186 

resident  of  Cdlumbus ;  merchant,  banker,  and  planter 1185 

Mr.  Arnold  visited  by  fifteen  or  twenty  men  and  compelled  to  do  justice  to  a 

negro 1186 

Honphries,  Charles,  killing  of  Mr.  McDaniel  by 1040 

HuDBicutt,  Catharine  and  John,  shooting  of 1074, 1075, 1078, 1 157, 1 158 

HUMPHRIES,  WILLIAM  W.,  jr.,  testimony  of 1037-1073 

resident  of  Lowndes  County;  a  lawyer 1037 

was  in  confederate  army 1058 

whipping  of  Seaton  and  Reynolds 1037, 1038 

whipping  of  James  Hicks 1038 

killing  of  Mason 1038,1039 

contradiction  of  Mr.  Whitfield's  testimony ;  Hairston  shot  at 1039 

hanging  of  Joe  Beck  with;  disturbance  of  court  by  Mr.  Doss;  killing  of  Mc- 
Daniel by  Charles  Humphries  j  whipping  of  Thomas  McGauehoy  by  negroes,        1040 
Fernandez  Pope  fired  at  by  Solomon  Shaw ;  Winston  beaten  oy  George  Trip- 
let; Hughes  shot  by  a  negro r        1041 

Melton  Odenealshot  by  a  negro,  Jim  Sherman 1041,1042 
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HUMPHRIES  WHiLIAM  W.,  jr.,  testimony  of— Contiiraed. 

DicK  Lamp  denoauced  and  cursed ;  George  Younfr*  democratic  negrro,  taken 

out  and  whipped  by  negroes ;  neg^o  shot  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ; 

Fraiik  Blake  beaten  for  being  a  democrat ;  Bowler  shot  while  resisting  arrest,        1042 

A.  H.  Hargrove  shot  at  by  a  negro 1042, 1043 

Mormon,  democratic  negro,  threatened  with  a  whipping;  Wylie  Johnson  and 

Moses  Randall  discharged  from  the  police  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket ; 

Judge  J.  A.  Orr*s  letter  of  instruction  to  the  sheriif  in  the  case  of  Hugh  Lee,        1043 

verdict  of  the  jury  of  inquest  of  Lee 1044 

killing  of  Mace  Cox 1045,1046 

great  stealing  of  Ktock ;  l,r»00  indicted 1046 

character  of  the  judiciary 1047 

intimidation  of  democratic  voters -* 1048 

rejection  by  sub-committee  of  written  statement  relative  to  intimidation  and  the 

enforcement  of  the  law 1048,1049 

opinion  of  the  democratic  party  in  reference  to  the  system  of  free  schools 1049 

relative  to  taxation 1049-1051 

character  of  Henry  B.  Whitfield 1051,1052,1067,1068 

discussion  in  sub  committee  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  indictment  against 

Whitfield  :  its  rejection  by  the  committee 1052, 1053 

other  testimony  ruled  out  by  sub-committee  ..'. 1053-1055 

relative  to  the  character  bf  General  Eggleston ]055-1057 

character  of  Gleed 1056,1057 

indorses  the  opinion  of  the  grand  jury  as  to  the  'present  condition  of  affairs 1057 

Joseph  F.  Galloway  ordered  to  discontinue  his  school 1059 

whipping  of  Joe  Turner 1060 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klnx 1061-1066,1067 

Native  Sons  of  the  South 1062,1063 

society  of  "  Seventy -six ;  "  "The  Union  Club" 1067 

relative  to  the  abstraction  of  a  deposition  from  the  files  of  the  court,  and  the 

substitution  of  another  by  witness .' 1069-1072 

Humphries,  W.W.,  character  of 1110,1113 

aostraction  and  substitution  of  deposition  by,  his  own  account  of «.  1069-1072 

Lyon's  account  of 1119,1125-1129 

Hutchinson,  Tobe,  taken  by  Ku-Klux  and  not  since  heard  from 787, 622, 823, 1028 

L 

Intimidation  of  witnesses  in  Noxubee  County  478, 588, 628 

in  Carroll  County 588 

Irion,  Greorge,  whipping  of ♦  672 

J. 
Jack,  Bully,  killing  of: 

Baskcrviirs  account  of 386,396 

Davis's  uecouut  of - 472 

Jamagin's  account  of 515,516 

Rives's  accouDt  of 650 

Campbell's  account  of 576,578,579,581 

Powers's  account  of 585,587 

Orr's  account  of 707 

Jackson,  Robert,  whipping  of 480,514  * 

JACOBSON,  E.  P.,  testimony  of : 53-60 

resident  of  Vicksbnrgh  and  United  States  district  attorney  for  northern  district 

of  Mississippi 53 

execudon  of  the  laws 53, 55, 56, 57 

disguised  men,  operations,  &c.,  of 54, 57, 58, 59 

Meridian  riot 55 

attack  on  McLaughlin,  (McLachlan) '. 54 

freedom  of  political  opinions 55 

democratic  negroes 59 

outrages  by  persons  from  Alabama 60 

JARNAGIN,  HAMPTON  L.,  testimony  of 513-544 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  lawyer 513 

an  old-line  whig ;  would  have  voted  for  Seymour  and  Blair 543 

whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas  and  Robert  Jackson 514 

his  version  of  the  driving  away  of  families  from  Mr.  May's  place 514, 515 

killing  of  Bully  Jack 515,516 

killing  of  Sam  May 515,540 
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JARNAQIN,  HAMPTON  L.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

killing  of  Ellen  Qmyson^s  son ;  his  previoas  confinement  in  an  ont-house  by 

Bridges 518,519 

killing  of  a  man  near  Brooksvilie^ '. 519 

Mr.  lieed,  agent  for  the  Southern  Express  Company,  suspected  of  robbing  the    ' 

office;  his  trial  by  ipurt-martial 519,520 

case  of  Yerger,  charged  with  killing  Mr.  Crane*. 520, 521 

kiUingofMr.  Wissier 521-523 

Mr.  Shipley  burned  to  death  by  kerosene  by  Mr.  Wissier 523-526 

character  and  standing  of  J.  S.  Taliaferro -^ 527 

•  several  churches  and  schools  burned .* 528,539 

county  taxation  and  its  expenditure 528, 529, 531 ,  532, 535, 536-538 

negro  suffrage  acquiesced  in 529,530 

court  broken  up  by  Mr.  Doss 530 

killing  of  Mr.  Lee  at  a  negro  meeting  in  Artesia 530, 531 

burning  of  Dr.  Ro8ser*s  cribs  and  stables.  Dr.  Foster^s  store,  Coleman^s  store, 
W.  F.  Connor*s  gin-house,  Dr.  Mooror's  dwelling,  and  CockreU's  house  . . .  531 

destruction  of  property  during  the  war 531,532 

increase  of  county  and  State  officers  and  of  salaries 532-534 

number  and  value  of  slaves  in  the  county  before  the  war 534, 535 

depreciation  of  real  estate 537 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  Ku-Klux 540, 541 

the  practical  difficulty  in  discovering  the  perpetrators  of  outrages 541 

the  colored  people  have  generally  behaved  very  well 542 

article  from  the  Macon  Beacon,  May  14, 1870,  entitled.*'  Ku-Klux;  '*  witness 

generally  concurs  in  it 543 

Jenkins,  Mr.,  charged  with  killing  Lewis  Jordan 577, 582 

Jerry .  killing  of : 496 

Job,  Zach,  whipping  of 340 

Johnson,  Wy lie,  discharged  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1043 

Jordan,  Lewis,  killing  ot 577,582 

Judiciary  of  the  State,  character  of 593,1047 

Juries,  composition,  &c.,  of 322,692,693,931,932 

K. 

• 

Edtt,  Johnson,  killing  of 474 

Kemper  County,  censo^  of ^       585 

killed  in  :  brother  of  Matt  Duncan,  George  Evans — 2 ;  whipped  in :  Thomas 
W.  Adams,  Henry  Greyer,  Rufus  Hickman — 3 ;  shot  in :  Captain  Bush — 1. 

Kendricks,  Wat,  ordefed  to  leave " 664 

Kennon,  Mrs.  Martha,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1081 

KENNON,  WOODSON  H.,  Jr.,  testimony  of. 693-697 

resident  of  Lowndes  County;  warehousing;  lost  an  arm  in  the  confederate 

service ;  native  of  the  South ;  was  assistant  teacher  in  a  public  school 693 

a  democrat 696 

was  visited  by  disguised  men  April,  1871,  and  ordered  to  discontinue  his  school, 

which  he  did 693,694 

objection  made  to  schools  on  account  of  tax 694, 695 

character  of  the  disguises  worn 695 

Kidd,  John,  and  son  identilied  by  Turner 771 

Killings : 

Atkins,  Ab,  (colored, )  Monroe  County,  spring  of  1871 361 

Bailey,  Drury,  (colored,)  Chickasaw  County,  July,  l«71 1029,1030 

Bird,  Allen,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  July,  1871 486,495,587 

Rives*s  account  of 6.'>6,658 

Sheriff  Metis's  account  of 643-646 

Judge  Orrs  account  of 698,708,709 

Brown,  Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  1868. 563 

Brookhaven.  mayor  ot * *    302 

Cherry,  Mr.,  Winston  County,' 1871 657 

Chestnut,  Charles,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  January,  187 1 226 

Coger,  (Koger.)  Sam,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  March,  J 870.. 2<M, 227, 24 1, 242, 471 

Cole, ,  (colored, )  Lauderdale  County,  October,  1871 ^ 589 

Cox,  Mace,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County 1045, 1046 

1^'SK*»  »  mail-agent,  (colored,)  State  line 74 

Diilard,  Mr.,  Pontotoc  County,  May,  J871 .10^8,1101,1104,1105 

Duncan,  Matt,  brother  of,  (colored,)  Kemper  County,  May,  1869 584 
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Efllinsrs: 

Dapree,  Jack,  (colored, )  Monroe  County,  spring  of  1871 : 

Huflrgins's  acconot  of 270,280 

McBride*8  account  of 339 

Holman^s  account  of .. .' 356,357 

Little's  account  of .^- 360,362 

Whitfield's  account  of. 1 .•- 435 

Pickett's  account  of 402 

Turner's  account  of 773,774 

Lee's  account  of v      7^ 

Davis's  account  of -• 803,809 

Gholson's  account  of 829,847,879 

Reynolds's  acoonnt  of , 903, 927 

Evans,  George,  Kemper  County,  May,  187 1    583, 584, 633, 634, 794 

Flint,  JoHeph  and  Willis,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  1870: 

Chisholm's  account  of 263 

Hu^^ns's  account  of *. 269 

Little's  account  of .359 

Lee's  account  of 78(5 

Flint's  account  of 803-806 

Gholson's  account  of 843,844,860,861,879 

Anderson's  account  of 1138, 1144 

Ghirrett,  Mr.,  Monroe  County,  October,  1871 836-839,86^,879,911,1143 

Grayson,  Ellen,  son  of,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  June  1871 : 

Davis's  account  of 475 

Jamagin's  account  of '- 518, 519 

Rives's  account  of 552,562 

Smith's  account  of 573,574 

aay's  account  of 606,607 

Rice's  account  of 609-619 

Gregory,  Peter,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  October,  187 1 513, 547, 587 

Hendricks,  Dock,  (Dick,)  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  October,  1871: 

Lee's  account  of • 787 

Flint's  account  of 807 

Huggins's  account  of 822, 823 

Gholson's  account  of 836-839,868,879 

Reyuolds's  account  of 911 

Anderson's  account  of % 1143 

Hopkins, ,  (colored, )  Noxubee  Couutv,  April,  1871 225, 242 

Hornberger,  Thomas,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1871  ..281, 360, 780, 781, 787, 848, 

866, 867, 879 

Hutchinson,  Tobe,  (colored,)  Lee  County,  November,  1871 ; ..  .787,822,823, 1028 

Jack,  Bully,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  July,  1870: 

Baskervill's  account  of 386,396 

Davis's  account  of 472 

Jarnagin's  account  of 515,516 

Rives's  account  of 550 

Campbell's  accouut  of 576,578,579,581 

Powers's  account  of 585, 587 

Orr's  accouut  of 707 

Jerry, ,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  18G9 496 

Jordan,  Lewis,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  1866 577, 582 

Keilt,  Johnson,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  March,  1871 474 

Keyser,  (Krizej,)  colored,  I^uderdale  County,  1870 3,  112,  114,116 

Lee,  Hugh,  Lowndes  County,  October,  1871  : 

Algood's  account  of 505 

Jarnagin's  account  of 530,531 

Rives's  account  of 556,557 

Powers's  account  of 601-603 

Lewis's  ac^sount  of 680-692 

Orr's  account  of * 711-718 

"•  Nelson's  account  of 895-899 

Brothers's  account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  accouut  of : 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of 1167-1171 

Lewis,  Isaiah,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  May,  1871 1 156 

Malone,  Dick,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870 : 

Taliaferro's  account  of 225,242 

Baskervill's  account  of 376,394,395 
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Maloner  Dick,  (colored)~Contliitied. 

Whitfield's  account  of 4^ 

Davis's  account  of 471,472 

Rives*s  account  of 550 

Campbell*s  account  of 581 

Powera's  account  of 587 

Carpenter's  account  of 619 

Orr's  account  of 700,701 

>   Gieed's  account  of - 719 

Mason, ,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  December,  1870 423, 7J9, 1038, 1039 

«  May,  Samuel,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  1871 515,540,573,587 

Hayfield,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1871 462 

Mcbaniel,  Mr.,  Lowndes  County 1040 

McGaubey,  Thomas,  Lowndes  County 1040 

Murph,  George,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  1869 512,513,642,657 

Nevelle,  Samuel,  (see  Grayson,  Ellen. ) 

Page,  Aleck,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 : 

Hnggih's  account  of. « 278,279 

McBride's  account  of 339 

Holman's  account  of * '    357 

Little's  account  of - 360,362 

Whitfield's  account  of 435 

Pickett's  account  of 462 

Turner's  account  of. 773,774 

Rose's  account  of 780,781 

Lee's  account  of 780 

Davis's  account  of 810,811 

.   Gholson's  account  of 829-834,848,879 

Reynolds's  account  of , 927-929 

Plair,  (Muse,)  John,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha  County,  April,  1871 990-992 

Shipley,Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  November,  1871 480,481,606,523-526,11(^-1164 

Thomas,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  1865 639 

Trailer,  Mr.,  Monroe  Countv,  October,  1869 1143,1147 

Triplett,  Solomon,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  December,  1870 : 

Hoiman's  account  of 346,347 

Whitfield's  account  of -. 432,433 

Davis's  account  of 474 

Coloman'js  account  of .« 486 

Anderson's  account  of ! 512 

Triplett's  account  of 545,546 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Mett«'s  account  of 638,639,646,647 

Wells's  account  of 1150,1151 

Turner, ,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  March,  J871 1152, 1 155, 1 156 

Wamble,  Abram,  (colored, )  Monroe  County,  April  or  May,  1871 : 

Huggins's  account  of. 280,296 

Little's  account  of 361 

Rose's  account  of 780,781 

Lee's  account  of 787 

Davis's  account  of 811 

Gholson's  account  of 834,  867,879 

Reynolds's  account  of 908,927 

Williams, ,  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 1153 

Williams,  Joseph,  (colored,)  Lauderdale  County,  November,  1870, 74, 102, 114, 116, 125, 

165,166,185,191,199,200 
Wisaler,  Mr.;.  Noxubee  County,  November,  1871: 

Davis's  account  of 476 

Algood's  accoun  tof 501,506 

Jamagin's  account  of 521-523 

Wells's  account  of 1164,1165 

Yarborough,  Nelson,  (colored,)  Winston  county 641,657 

Names  not  given : 

Alcorn  County 1153 

Lauderdale  County 587,589,793,794,796 

Lowndes  County 345,589,774,775 

Monroe  County 676,677,780,781,784,786,807 

Noxubee  County 224,426,475,476,505,519,579,587,627 

Oktibbeha  County 590,702,709-711,969 

n— M 
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Tishemingo  Connty l]53 

Winston  County 230 

Koger,  Sam.,  (see  Coger,  Sam.) 

KOLB,  WILLIAM  B.,  testimony  of 1080-1083 

resident  of  Lowndes  Connty ;  a  mechanic ;  taught  a  public  school lOSO 

receiyed  a  Ku-KIuz  notice  ordering  him  to  discontinue  teaching,  which  he 

did 1080,1081 

A.  L.  Myers,  Buffin  Webb,  Mrs.  Martha  Eennon,  and  J.  F.  Galloway  notified..      ,  1081 

Jim  Hicks  shot  at  by  Mr.  Darden 1083 

whipping  of  Frank  Cockerman 1081,1083 

Ku-Klux,  Taliaferro's  acknowledgments  as  to 476,477 

Algood's  views  of 504 

^magin's  knowledge  of 540,541 

Rives's  knowledge  of 564,565,567-569 

Powers's  knowledge  of 586,587,592,595 

Carpenter's  views  of 622-625 

Dismukes's  views  of. 634,635 

Lee*8  views  of 788 

Yates's  views  of ^ 795 

Gholson's  knowledge  of 854-860,803 

Reynolds's  knowledge  of 925-927,929.933 

Humphries's  knowl^ge  of 1061-1067 

Clark's  investigations  of,  in  Tippah  County 1086, 1088, 1089, 1094-1096, 1099 

Anderson's  knowledge  of,  in  Monroe  County 1138,  J 139, 1141, 1 145 

result  of  Wall's  investigation  of 1148-1150,1152,1157-1160 

character  of  disguises  worn  by  . .  483, 484, 571, 584, 663, 667, 695, 771, 778, 810, 815, 889, 

890 

no  pretext  for  its  existence  in  the  State 593-595 

no  arrests,  convictions,  &c.,  for  outrages  of . . . .  488, 546, 548, 562, 574, 582, 678, 702, 781 

effect  upon  negroes  of 502,1029, 1151 

confessions  of 1075,1076,1079 

difficulty  in  discovering  and  bringing  to  justice  of 541 ,  591 ,  702, 706, 721 

purposes  of 558,564,565,567,569,578,703,710,711,722 

letters  and  notices  of 573,580,581,718,880,1080 

inability  ofState  courts  to  deal  with 591,697,703,705 

operations  of 720,721 

confession  o^Tabbs  as  to 782,783 

method  of  operating  of ., 813 

republicans  and  colored  men  the  victims  of 286,311 

sympathy  with 286,287,382,461,797,820,821 

(for  further  particulars  see  Disguised  men.) 

Eu-Klux  act,  democratic  opposition  to 722 

cause  of  opposition  to 930,931 

Ku-Klux  trial,  AiU  report  of  the  great,  (see  Oxford.) 

L. 

Lagronnes,  arrest  for  the  killing  of  a  negro  of  two  of  the 780, 78  ( ,  784, 785 

Lamar,  Colonel,  disturbance  in  court  at  Oxford  by .. .  297, 298, 348, 850, 857, 910, 911, 1160- 

1162 

Lamp,  Dick,  denounced  and  cursed 1042 

Lauderdale  County,  kUlings  in 587,589,793,794,796 

numbers  driven  from 589 

killed  in:  Cole, Keyser,  Joseph  Wiliams— 3.     [For  pages,  see  names.] 

Lawrence,  Manuel,  whipping  of 1155 

Laws,  (see  Execution  ot.)  ' 

Leachman,  Judge,  investigation  of,  (see  Meridian  riot.) 

Leadbetter,  Henry,  whipping  of 340 

League,  Loyal,  organization  of  in  Noxubee  County 556, 558-^70 

Dismukes's  views  as  to 634,635 

Gholson's 873 

Leake,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 676 

Lee  County,  churches  burned  in 823,912,922,1166 

school-houses  burned  in 1021 

killed  in :  Tobe  Hutchinson — 1 .    [For  page,  see  name.  ] 
Lee,  Hugh,  killing  of : 

Alg^>d's  account  of 505 

Jamagin's  account  of 530,532 
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Rives's  account  of 556,557 

Powere's  account  of, 601-603 

Lewis's  account  of , 680-692 

Orr's  account  of 711-718 

Kelson's  account  of 895-899 

Brotheis's  Account  of 1001-1017 

Bliss's  account  of ^ 1 1030-1036 

Perkins's  account  of 1167-1171 

verdict  of  jury  in  case  of 1044 

LEE,  JAMES  W.,  testimony  of  .., 785-792 

mayor  of  Aberdeen,  since  April  1 ,  187J ;  was  selectman r85 

Saunders  Flint  and  bis  two  sons  taken  from  tbo  Athens  jail  by  disguised  men ; 

be  makes  his  escape,  the  other  two  killed ;  killing  of  Jack  Dupree  and  Aleck 

Page 786 

killing  of  lEIo]:nberger,  Abe  Wamble,  Dock  Hendricks ;  Hutchinson  taken  out 

and  not  since  hesurd  from  ;•  whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins 787 

witness's  view  as  to  the  Ku-KIux  organisation 788 

meeting  at  Aberdeen  in  opposition  to  the  Ku-Kluz 789, 791 

concerning  disabilities ;. 791,792 

LEWIS,  HIRAM  W.,  testimony  of 675-693 

resident  of  Lowndes  County ;  a  planter ;  sheriff-elect ;  came  from  Ohio  Uiree 

years  and  a  half  a^ 675 

Mr.  Fanner  and  Mr.  Leake  ordered  to  discontinue  their  schools    676 

negro  taken  from  the  custody  of  a  constable  by  masked  men  and  hung  and 

3iot 676,677 

Mr.  Phillips  ordered  to  discontinue  his  school 677 

society  of  the  Native  Sons  of  the  South,  obligation,  &c.,  of 677, 678, 679, 691 

six  or  eight  cases  of  whipping  in  the  county ;  objects  of  the  Ku-Kluz ;  no  one 

brought  to  justice 678 

course  of  the  democratic  press  relative  to  the  Ku-Kluz  organization ;    bitter 

feeling  toward  white  republicans  from  the  north 679 

its  effeciupon  immigration ;  sentiment  of  the  den^ocratic  whites  as  to  colored 

education  ;  concerning  the  school  system 680 

disturbance  at  Artesia ;  Killing  of  Mr.  Lee,  and  subsequent  proceedings 680-692 

composition  of  juries 692,693 

Lewis,  Isaiah,  killing  of - 1156 

LITTLE,  finish:,  testimony  of. 1 358-374 

resident  of  Aberdeen 358 

lived  in  Aberdeen  four  years ;   farmer  and  merchant ;   member  of  the  State 

senate.... J 366 

bom  and  raised  in  Kentucky,  and  went  from  Kentucky  to  Mississippi 367 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 358,365 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 366 

dis^ised  men,  feeling  of  community  toward 363 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,  (white) 360,362 

whipping  of  Cornelius  McBride,  (white) 365 

killmg  of  two  sons  of  Sanders  Flint,  (colored) 359 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 360,362 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 360,362 

killing  of  Abe  Waoible,  (colored) 361 

shooting  of  Ab.  Atkins,  (colored) 361 

whipping  of  William  McMillan,  (colored) 358 

whipping  of  Joseph  Atkins,  (colored) 361 

whipping  of  Santee  Butler,  (colored) 361,362 

Oxford  trial  of  Ku-Klux T 362 

trial  and  acauittal  of  murderers  of  sons  of  Sanders  Flint 360, 362 

riot  at  Meridian 365 

behavior  of  colored  people 364,366 

school-tax,  &c 367,368,369,370,371,372,373,374 

opposition  to  free  schoohi 364,366,370,373 

schools  broken  up 358,364 

school-houses  burned 363 

school-tax  not  levied,  by  order  of  Ku-Kluz 367 

concerning  Union  League. 374 

Louisville,  meeting  to  condemn  Ku-Klnx  in a 648,649 

Lowndes  County,  killings  in 345,589,774,775 

whippings  in 672,678,719,720,772,900 

sentiment  of  the  democrats  as  to  education  of  negroes  in 680 
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schools  broken  up  in 676,720,899 

school-system  and  taxation  in 728-751,757,758,760-762, 1172-1175 

the  Ku'KIux  order  the  refunding  of  school-tax  in 285, 297 

circular  of  school  superintendent  of 453-459 

killed  in :  Mace  Cox,  Hugh  Lee, Mason,  Mr.  McDaniel,  Thomas  McGau- 

hey — 5 ;  shootinjif  of :  Mr.  Bowler — 1 ;  shot  at :  Edward  Carter,  Joshua 
Hairston,  A.  H.  Hargrove,  Jim  Hicks,  Fernandez  Pope— 5 ;  whipped  in : 
Joseph  Allen,  Frank  Blake,  Frank  Cockerman,  H.  W.  Farmer,  Dick  Holli- 
day, Harston,  Jim  Hicks  and  wife,  George  Irion,  Alfred  Murphy,  Ed- 
ward Murphy, Reynolds,  Aleck  Stewart, Thompson,  «foseph 

Turner,  James  Vernon,  Robert  Willis — 17.  (For  pages,  see  names  elsewhere. ) 

*  Lowry,  Isham,  whipping  of 395,425,473,619,620 

Lucas,  Betsey,  whipping  of 469, 470, 514, 548, 558, 11. "vl 

LYON,  THEODORIC  L.,  testimony  of 1115-1129 

resident  of  Columbus  ;  chancellor  of  the  fifth  district 1115 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield,  and  relative  to  his  money  matters 1115-1125 

character  and  standing  of  W.  W.  Humphries  ;  alleged  forgery  and  substitution 
of  deposition  by  him 1119,112&-1129 

M.       , 
^al  one,  Dick,  killing  of:  ' 

Taliaferro's  account  of .• 225,242 

BaskervilVs  account  of. 376,394,395 

Whitfield's  account  of 426 

Davis's  account  of 471,472 

Rives's  account  of 556 

Campbell's  account  of 581 

Powers's  account  of 587 

Carpenter's  account  of 619 

Orr's  account  of 700,701 

Glecd's  account  of 1 719 

31a:0ue,  Thomas,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Ku-Elux 808 

Marshall, ,  arrest  offer  the  killing  of  a  negro 780,781,784,785 

Marshall,  Click,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Mask,  Silas,  (Willis,)  whipping  of 1086,1098,1099,1157 

Masnn, ,  kilUngof 423,719,1038,1039 

MATTHEWS,  BEVERLY,  testimony  of 1175-1180 

resident  of  Lowndes  County;  a  lawyer... 1175 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield  and  his  business  affairs  » ]  175-1 180 

May,  Albert,  whipping  of 1156 

May,  Mr,,  families  driven  from  place  of 471,514,515,549,560 

May,  Sam,  killing  of 515,540,573,587 

Maybray,  George,  whipping  of 1156 

May6eld,  Jesse,  killing  of 462 

Mays,  Pope,  identified  by  WUlls 1184 

McHride,  Cornelius,  whipping  of 284,365,437,921,1154 

McBUlDE,  CORNELIUS,  testimony  of 325-342 

.  resident  of  Sparta,  Chickasaw  County,  for  one  year;  resided  in  Oktibbeha 
County  nearly  one  year ;  resided  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  before  goinff  to  Mis- 
sissippi ;  native  of  Belfaftt,  Ireland ;  taught  colored  school,  private,  in  Oktib- 
beha County,  and  public  colored  school  and  white  Sunday-school  in  Chicka- 
saw   325 

twenty- four  jears  of  age,  and  republican  in  politics 328 

taxight  colored  school  in  Cincinnati ;  been  in  this  country  five  years ;  not  natu- 
ralized, and  never  have  voted 337 

assisted  marshal  at  Oxford 337,341 

attacked  and  beaten 326,327,328,337,338,341 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 330,332 

disguised  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 338 

disguised  men,  disguise  worn  by ^ 327,328 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree»  (colored) 339 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 339 

whipping  of  Echols ,  (white] 330 

whipping  of  Kev.  Mr.  McLachlan,  (white) 33;j 

whipping  of  Campbell ,  (white) 340 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,  (white) 339 

whipping  of  colored  men  for  buying  land 335, 336  339 

whipping  of  William  Coleman,  (colored) 335 
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whipping  of  WiUiam  Miller,  (colored) 336,340 

whipping  of  Addy  Foster,  (colored) 339 

whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  Zach  Job,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  Henry  Leadbetter,  (colored) 340 

whipping  of  George  Shnbble,  (colored) 340 

whippin^^  of  Fanny  Honeysuckle,  (colored) 340 

Joe  JDavis  (colored)  turned  Staters  evidence  against  Ku-Elux 332 

colored  republicans  whipped 332 

behavior  of  colored  people 338 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 333,337,341 

Ku-Klux  not  punished  by  State  courts ^ 331,340 

freedom  of  political  opinions 333 

school  system,  teachers,  &c 334,335,336,338,341,342 

opposition  to  free  schools,  &c 329,332,337,340 

teiichers  of  colored  schools  threatened,  &.c 326--329 

school-houses  burned ! 326,329,330,333 

McOlendon,  (McKennon,)  Mr.,  whipping  of 849,879,909,921 

McCOY,  JOHN,  testimony  of. JU74-1080 

resident  of  Corinth,  Alcorn  County  ;  deputy  United  States  marshal 1074 

came  from  Kentuckv :  was  an  officer  in  the  Union  Army 1076 

attempted  rescue  of  prisoners  in  his  custody  by  an  armed  band ;  firing  of 

Colonel  Shattuck's  office 1074,1077 

Widow  Hunnicut*s  house  fired  into  and  the  shooting  of  John  and  Catharine 

Hmmicut  by  disguised  men 1074,1075,1078 

capture  of  the  lieutenant  of  the  band  and  his  confessions  as  to  the  Ku-Klux 

order;  character  of  Miss  Davis 1075 

capture  of  seven  of  the  Ku-Rlux  in  Tishomingo  County ;  three  of  them,  John 

Whittaker  and  two  of  the  Reynolds  boys,  made  acknowledgments 1076, 1079 

shooting  of  Sam  Meeks ^ 1075,1078 

MdDaniel,  Mr.,  killing  of 1040 

McElhaneys,  identification  by  Coleman  of  two  of  the  . . . : 1151 

McGanhey,  Thomas,  whipping  of 1040 

HcLachlan,  Mr.,  notified  to  leave 993 

McLftchlan,  Mr.,  store  broken  open  and  he  forced  to  leave..  .54, 283, 333, 350, 357, 436, 993- 

997,1103 

McMillan,  Samuel,  shot  at 484 

McMillan,  \^illiam,  whipping  of 358,880 

Meeks,  Samuel,  shooting  of 1075,1078 

Meridian,  riot  at ... .  6-12, 16, 17, 55, 63, 66, 67, 68, 70, 71 .  72. 73, 78, 96, 99, 103, 107, 168,  &c. , 

205, 206, 209, 210, 211, 220, 221, 222, 254, 30^,  365 

William  Sturgis,  mayor  of. 7,66,69,77,97,99,111,112 

Price, ,  in  connection  with  riot  at. . .8, 17, 63, 64, 65, 77, 79, 97, 100, 102, 109,  111 , 

119, 120, 168, 169, 179, 180, 181, 182, 187, 188, 189, 203, 205, 210, 220 
William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at.  ..9, 10, 11, 14, 66, 
67,68,71.72,78,97,98,99, 102, 106, 107, 113, 114, 116, 117, 121, 171, 172, 173, 178, 

190  192  196  204 
Warren  Tyler  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at..  .9, 10, 66, 70,71, 72, 97, 98, 99,'l07, 
113, 1 14, 116, 170, 171, 173-177, 180, 182, 189, 190,191, 194,210,211,220,222 
J.  Aaron  Moore,  representative,  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at. .  .9, 10. 17, 20, 66, 

70,72,97,98,113,116,171,173,254 
Adam  ^ennard  (colored,)  in  connection  with  riot  at... 8, 17, 19,63,64.77, 100, 112, 168, 

180,181,182,187,188,202,205,206,209,210,220 

diagram  of  floor  of  court-room  at 174 

burning  of  Sturgis's  store  at 7,67,97,105,106,171,185,195,199 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore 72,99, 106, 124, 178, 185, 199,200,221 

boming  of  colored  church  at 72,99,105,106,124,178,185,200,204,221 

hanging  of  three  men  at 7, 10,71,99, 108, 117, 179, 184, 198,200,204,221,222 

investi^tion  by  Judge  Leachman  of  riot  at.^ 127-164 

testimony  of — 

Allen,  Thomas 151 

Andrews,  Ann 139 

Barbour,  Harriet 140 

Bass,  Frederick 130 

Belk,  L.  D 137,161 

Berry,  H.N : 157 

Cameron,  J.  A 161 

Carter,  J.  A 154 
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Testimony  of— 

Charies,  J.  0 160 

Christy,  John 144 

Clements,  Nathan  ^ 14& 

Cole,  Ann 146 

Cole,  Chanie 145 

Cole,  John \ 143 

Cole,  J.  W 148 

Cole,  Marv 145 

Coleman,  T.W 163 

Coldman,  Wiley 150 

Covert,  G.S 156 

Culty,  Mary 155 

Davis,  Jefferson 147 

Dodd,Mrs.  L.  C 161 

Duck,  J.  L... 153 

Early,  E.  v.. ^ 164 

Evans,  Thomas KS2 

Evans,  W.  P 163 

Fairly,  Peter 144 

Finley,  Dred 135 

Flournoy,  J.G 154 

Ford,  W.C 161 

France,  Ben 133 

Freideritce,  A.  G 155 

Hancock,  R.T 160 

Henderson,  R.  L 151 

Hobson,  Lemuel 129 

Hodges,  Hnrlburt 159 

Hodges,  Nelson 129,132 

Homer,  Tim -  147 

Horn,  Jesse /. 160 

Hewlett,  Mrs.  J.  C 163 

Kerlee,  L.  H 152 

Kline,  J.D 156 

Leachman,  Judge;  orderof 164 

Levy,  Felix 154 

Lily,  T.  A 139 

Long,  John 143 

McAlpine,  A.  M 163 

McCormick,  T.A 158 

McDonald,  J.  A 149 

McElroy,  Charles 140 

McMullen,  J.  W 152 

Martin,  James 153 

Maron,  George 141 

Maron,  Harry 141 

Maron^  Louise 145 

Merriman,  L.  B 155 

Mitchell,  Alejc. 159 

Moore,  George 145,162 

Moseley,  R.  J 194,162 

Parker,  Samuel 128,141 

Patton,  W.S 127, 136 

Payne,  W.  A 158 

Pelton,  Thomas  J *  132 

Peters,  W.  Y 164 

Phillips,  J.  R 160 

Pringle.  Isaac ^...  154 

Pringle,  W.  Y .*..  154 

Rea,  R.  N ....*.  158 

Redwood,  Dr w.* 131,139 

Riggins,  George **.4-.  .k.. ....  141 

Rush,  Mrs.  V.E •  ...*  ...u .... ....  157 

Rush,  W.  M ...4..^.... 149 

Scott,  Hattie , --.......*..  155 

Shannon,  J.  J • ...4  150 

Sharman,  C.  J ...•  149 

Sharp,  Joe 142 
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Shaw,  W 158 

Shearer.  W.W J58 

Smith.  D.C 138 

Smith,  J.R 153 

Swann,  H.  M 159 

Tmwit,  Judith 161 

Waffner,  A.  B 150 

Walaron,  Andy 148 

Weir,  Marshall 131 

West,  Robert 156 

Whitaker,  M.H 163 

Williams,  Josh .• 160,162 

Williams,  T.E 159 

Wilson,  A-R. 151 

Windham,  B.  B 164 

Winningham,  J.  H 161 

ioTestigation  bj  legislative  committee  of  riot  at 23-53 

testimony  of— 

Beatty,  Jacob 49 

Belk,  L.D 32 

Bryant,  James 44 

Clemens,  Nathan 51 

Fagan,  Charlotte 37 

Harris,  William 51 

Henderson,  Granville «..  34 

Henderson,  R.  L 45 

Higgins,P.H 32 

Home,  William 52 

Johnson,  Peffgy 36 

Joseph,  Aleck 52 

Keaton,  Mary  A 43 

Kiaer,  J.  W. 46 

Layton,  P.  S 41 

Leachman,  Robert 26 

Lee,  Wesley 49 

Mason,  Henry ^ 28 

Moore,  J.  Aaron 49 

Moseley,  Robert  J 24 

Parker,  Samuel : 40 

Parton,  Ellen 38 

Patton,  Williams 24 

Petty,  Hannah 43 

Richards,  Granville 53 

Richards,  Harris 51 

Saunders,  W.  E 45 

SI amon,  Michael ^ 45 

Smith,  J.  R 35 

Sturgis,  Edgar 41 

Sturgis,  Theodore 39 

Threefoot,  H.  M 32 

Walker,  J.  P 30 

Weidmanu,  Felix 28 

METTS,  MICHAEL  A.,  testimony  of 636-652 

resident  of  Winston  County ;  a  merchant  and  farmer  ;  is  sheriff 636 

contradiction  of  William  Coleman's  testimony 636,637,650 

whipping  of  Coleman,  and  its  cause 637 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell,  Robin  Coleman,  George  Gladney,  and  Nathan 

Cannon 638,647,648 

kaiing  of  Sol  Triplett 638,639,646,647 

outrage  upon  Peter  Cooper  ;  killing  of  Jesse  Thomas 639 

six  school 'houfles  buroea  ;  opposition  to  the  free-school  law 640,650 

no  intimidation  of  voters  in  Winston ;  killing  of  Nelson  Yarborougb 64 1 

killing  of  George  Murph 642 

particulars  of  the  killing  of  Allen  Bird  in  Winston  jail  by  disguised  men,  and 

subsequent  investigation 643-646 

public  meetiug  held  in  A.pril  at  Louisville  to  condemn  Ku-Klux  outrages 648,649 

Tripley  Ann  Tacket  driven  from  Winston  County  ;  shooting  of  Mr.  Parks. ..  652 

Miller,  William,  whipping  of 336,340 
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Miller,  WilUam,  miBceffenation 558-660,623,6^ 

Mitchell.  Mordecai,  whipping  of 484,493,494,638,647,648,655 

Monroe  Conntj,  the  Ku-Klux  order  the  school-tax  not  to  be  collected  in 266,  ti^,  367 

schools  broken  npin 779,921 

killings  in 676,677,780,781,784,785,807 

purchase  of  school  furniture  in 828 

valuation  of  property  in ^ B74-876 

taxation  in 852,853,876-878,880,881,918 

school  system  and  taxes. 842,843,850,873,874 

disturbance  in  court  in 850,851,910,911 

financial  condition  of 852 

census  and  school  statistics  of 874 

killed  in :  (for  page  see  name  elsewhere : }  Ab  Atkins,  Jack  Dupree,  Joseph 
and  Willis  Flint,  Mr.  Garrett,  Dick  Hendricks,  Thomas  Uomberger,  Jesse 
Mayfield,  Aleck  Page,  Mr.   Trailer,  Abe  Wamble — 11;  shootings  in:  Andy 

Burns,  Freeman,    Henry   Hanson — 3 ;   whipped  in  :  Joseph  Atkins, 

San  tee  Butler,  Alfred  Connell,  Simon  Dunham,  A.  P.  Huggins,Mr.McClendon, 
Mr.  Owens,  Peter ,  Hake  Siss,  Al^d  Skinner,  Mr.  Swansy,  Alfined  Whit- 
field, Aleck  WilUs,  Mr.  Wilson— 14. 

Moore,  J.  Aaron,  burning  of  house  of. 72, 99, 106, 124, 178, 185, 199, 200, 221 

Moore,  William,  Joshua  Hairston  shot  at  by 798.799 

Mooror,  Dr.,  burning  of  house  of 531 

Mormon, ,  threatened  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1043 

M0KR18,  JOSHUA  S.,  testimony  of 298-3^ 

resident  of  Jackson ;  lived  in  Mississippi  for  twenty  years ;  bom  in  Tennessee 

and  always  lived  in  the  South;  lawyer 298 

justice  of  the  peace  and  postmaster  before  the  war S^,319 

judge  of  probate  during  the  war 319 

now  attorney  general  of  the  State  and  reporter  of  decisions  of  supreme  court.  299 

rebel  during  the  war 324 

republican  since  reconstruction 319 

execution  of  the  laws 299 

disguised  men,  operations  and  purposes  of 299,302,303,304,312 

disguised  men,  school-teachers  beaten  by 302 

disguised  men,  not  brought  to  punishment 304 

freedom  of  political  opinion 301 

riot  at  Meridian -'. 302 

feeling  toward  northern  people 300,301,304 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.r.Uuggins 299,316 

murder  of  mayor  of  Brookhaven 302 

attack  on  Colonel  Floumoy 302 

attack  on  Lientenant  Governor  Powers 304 

colored  people  intimidated  from  voting 303, 307, 308, 310, 317, 318 

tone  of  newspaper  press  toward  Ku-Klux ' 303,304,321 

colored  men,  most  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  committed  upon 31 1 

State  courts  fail  to  punish  Ku-Klux 311,322 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 311 

negro  suffrage 304,310 

law  of  Mississippi  in  regard  to  influencing  voters 317, 318, 320, 321 

negroes  not  willing  to  vote  democratic  ticket 308 

Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Railroad  discharged  employes  for  voting  repub- 
lican ticket 318 

unfriendly  legislation  of  1865  in  regard  to  negroes 305,  306, 312 

school-tax,  &c 307,315 

desire  of  colored  people  for  education 306 

school-teachers  beaten 302 

State  and  local  governments 306,307,316,317,319 

State  finances 307,309,310 

removal  of  disabilities,  &c 309,310 

opposition  to  reconstruction 311 

_qualifications  of  jurors,  &c 322 

MORTON,  JOHN,  testimony  of 1112-1115 

resident  of  Columbus 1112 

a  planter 1113 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield 1112-1115 

character  of  W.  W.Humphries 1113 

Murdock,  Mr.,  killing  of  a  n^o  by 597 

Murdock,  Mr.,  indictment  for  Killing  Bully  Jack 707 

'  ^urff,  Alexander  W.,  school  director,  forced  to  resign 1151 
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HoTidi,  George,  whipping  of 512,613,642,657 

Mnrphj,  Alfred,  whipping  of • 772 

Marphy,  Edward,  wnippin^of 672,772 

Hjers,  A.L.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 665,666, 1051 

N. 

Native-Sons  of  the  South,  society  of  the..501, 677-679, 681, 1017-1021, 1062, 1063, 1089-1091 

Negro  suffrage 304,310,413,414 

Negroes,  effect  of  Ku-Klux  upon 1 502,1029,1151 

general  character  and  behavior  of. 234,255,261,298,338,351,364,382,542 

generally  republican 592,596 

voting  democratic  ticket 59,77,127,190,230,308 

afraid  to  testify 349,350 

intimidated  from  votiM 238,303,307,308,310,317,318,332,333 

unfriendly  legislation  in  regard  to 305,306,312 

education  of,  (see  Education.) 

NELSON,  ELYMAS,  (colored,)  testimony  of. 895-899 

resides  on  Dr.  Whitfield's  plantation,  near  Artesia 895 

disturbance  at  Artesia,  ana  lulling  of  Mr.  Lee 895-899 

Nevelle,  Sam,  killing  of,  (see  Grayson,  Ellen.) 

Newman,  MrM  driving  away  of -. 1158 

Newspaper  articles,  Ku-Klux 543 

Northern  settlers,  general  feeling  and  treatment  of 300,301,304,503,1148 

Noxubee  County,  families  driven  ^m 471,514,515,549,560. 

school-houses  and  churches  burned  in 477^478,502,528,539,629 

feeling  toward  colored  schools  in 478 

intimraation  of  witnesses  in..... 478,  588,  628 

court  broken  up  in 479,480,530,1040 

depreciation  of  land  in 503 

whippings  in 573 

administration  of  afhirs  of  and  taxaMon  in 509, 528, 529, 531, 532,535-538 

terrorism  among  the  colored  people  of 588 

killings  in 224,426,475,476,505,519,579,587,627 

killed  in  :  Mr.  Brown,  Charles  Chestnut,  Sam  Ooger,  son  of  Ellen  Grayson, 

Peter  Gregory, Hopkins,  Bully  Jack,  Lewis  Jordan,  Isaiah  Lewis, 

Dick  Malone,  Samuel  May,  Mr.  Shipley,  Mr.Wissler — 13;  shot  at  in:  Samuel 
McMillan,  Daniel  H.  Smith— 2 ;  whipped  in :  Lydla  Anderson,  Frazier  Dun- 
can's wife,  Eliza  Hinton,  Jane  Hotcher,  Aleck  Hughes,  Robert  Jackson, 
Zach  Job,  Henry  Leadbetter,  Isham  Lowry,  Betsey  Lucas,  Albert  May, 
William  McMillan,  Mr.  Stinson — 13.     (For  page  see  name  elsewhere.) 

O. 

• 

Odeneal,  Melton,  shooting  of 1041,1042 

Officers,  increase  of  State  and  county 5^^-534 

OkUbbeha  County,  killings  in 590,702,709-711,989 

schools  burned  in 989 

killed  in :  John  Plair,  (Muse) — 1 ;  whipped  in:  Abraham ,  Jesse  Higgins, 

Daniel  Oyster,  (Rogers,)  Moses  Rice^. 

ORR,  JOHN  A,  testimony  of 697-718 

resident  of  Columbus,  Lowndes  County ;  judge  of  the  seventh  judicial  dis* 

trict  since  May,  1870 697 

the  Bridges  case ;  killing  of  Allen  Bird 698,708,709 

burning  of  schools  in  mnston  Coimty 699 

opposition  to  the  free-school  system  and  to  negro  education 700 

killing  of  Dick  Malone : 700,701 

indictment  pending  against  James  Murdock  for  the  murder  of  Bully  Jack 701 

man  shot  from  ambusn,  and  a  negro  taken  from  the  custody  of  an  officer  by 

masked  men  and  shot 702,709-711 

no  one  brought  to  justice 702 

cause  of  difficulty  in  detecting  the  perpetrators 702,706 

designs  of  the  KuKlux  order 703,710,711 

inability  of  the  State  courts  to  deal  with  the  Ku-Klux  outrages 697, 703,  705 

feeling  of  the  people  toward  the  General  Government 704 

Stinson  and  Reynolds  whipped  by  disguised  men 697,  707,  708 

disturbance  at  Artesia ;  the  killing  of  I^e,  and  subsequent  proceedings 711-71 8 

Owen,  Mr.,  whipping  of .^. 909,921 
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Oxford,  full  report  of  the  Ku-Klux  trial  at 936-987 

the  counsel 936 

the  petition 936,937 

the  affidavit 937 

Exhibit  A;  the  indictment 938,939 

the  certificate 939 

Exhibit  B ;  the  capias ;  the  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  the  marshars  return 940 

the  relator*s  traverse  ;  writ  of  habeas  corpus,'  the  replication;  the  witnesses 941 

the  testimony  for  relators 941-966 

testimony  of— 

A.  J.Pope 941-943 

Mrs.  LucindaCook * 943 

Powhatan  McNeice 943,944 

Lafayette  WiUis 944,953.958,960,963 

John  Kuykendall V 944,945 

John  Wooten,  James  Moore 946 

W.E.Love 946,947 

Miss  Elizabeth  Webb 947 

James  Bassham 947,  948 

General  Gholson 948,953,958,959,960,961,965,980 

Colonel  W.F.  Dowd. 948,959,960,962,965 

Colonel  R.  O.  Reynolds 948,958,959,962,979 

Mrs.  Sarah  E.  Malone 948,949 

Silas  F.  Kendrick 949,956,982 

Henry  Alexander 949,954,955,962 

James  Moore ;  MissMary  Mays 949 

JohnWillis 949,957 

MissKateMays;  Millie  Locke 950 

Robert  Odennal 950,951 

Dr.  Doudle :.  951 

James  Moore;  Seecy  Crosby 952 

E.G.  Sykes 952,979,980 

Robert  E.  Houston 952,979,975 

AnnForshee 952,983,984 

William  Lansford  ;  Lizzie  Waiis 953 

Jane  WiUis 953,954 

Rena  Willis 954 

Mrs.  Mary  E.  Neeland 955 

John  Boyd 955,956 

Mrs.  M.  A.  Bronson 956,957 

Mrs.  Rachael  Hutchinson;  James  Moore 957 

Mrs.  W.  D.  Walton ;  Miss  Jennie  Hutchinson ;  Miss  Mollie  Willis 958 

Mrs.  Mattie  Anderson ;  Miss  Florence  Ford 959 

W.  J.  Gordon * 960,961,982,983 

Charles  H.  Eckford;  W.  E.  Love 961 

James  Alexander. ., 962 

Clark  Taylor ;  James  Moore ;  Mrs.  Julia  Roberts ;  Jackson  Robeits 963 

Henry  Tucker 964,965 

motion  to  strike  out  testimony 965,966 

testimony  for  the  United  States 966-979 

testimony  of— 

Felix  Bumpus 966,980,931 

John  Wolf. 966-969,981,982 

Fanny  Page 969-971 

Joe  Davis 972-975 

Rosetta  Dawkins 975-977 

District  Attorney  Wells ;  United  States  Marshal  Peirce 977 

Henry  Hatch 977-979 

rebuttinf]^  testimony 979-984 

testimony  of  Hubert  C.  Harris;  W.  F.  Tabor;  B.  F.  Hall 980 

the  argument;  amotion;  ruling  of  the  court 984 

decision  of  Judge  HUl 984-987 

order  of  court 987 

demonstrations  upon  the  release  of  prisoners 878, 679, 909, 910 

discussion  in  sub-committee  as  to  aamissibility  of  report  of  trial  at,  and  decis- 
ion of  the  joint  committee 934,935 

Oyster,  (Rogers,)  Daniel,  whipping  of 988 
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Page,  Aleck,  killing  of— 

Hoggins's  account  of 278,279 

McBnde's 339 

Holman's 357 

Little»8 360,362 

Whitfield's 435 

PickeU's 462 

Turner's 773,774 

Bo«e*8 780,781 

Lee's 786 

Davis's 810,811 

Gholson's 829-834,848,879 

Reynolds's 927-929 

Panola  County,  outrages  in 782 

Parks,  Mr.,  shooting  of 652 

Parks,  Robert,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Penitentiary,  legislation  in  regard  to 208,214,220 

Perkins,  ,  supposed  to  have  been  poisoned 674,675 

PERKINS,  LEWIS,  (colored,)  testimony  of 899-901 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 899 

his  house  visited  by  about  fortv  disguised  men,  and  Mr.  Farmer,  a  sdiool- 

teacher  boarding  with  him,  ordered  to  leave  in  ten  davs 899 

he  was  compelled  to  close  his  school ;  whipping  of  Hicks ;  has  heard  of  ten  or 

twelve  whippings  in  the  neighborhood 900 

PERKINS,  WILLIAM  H.,  testimony  of 1167-1171 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 1167 

disturbance  at  Artesia ;  the  killing  of  Lee,  and  subsequent  investigations 1167-1171 

Peter, ,  whipping  of 281 

Phillips,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 677 

PICKETT,  GEORGE  B.,  testimonvof 459-468 

officer  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  commanding  detachment  of  Sixteenth 

Infantry,  stationed  at  Aberdeen 459 

disguised  men,  operations  of,  &c 460,461,462,463,464 

disg^sed  men,  character  of  members  of  bands  of 463 

disguised  men,  disgfuise  worn  by  bands  of. 467 

disguised  men,  persons  killed  or  whipped  by 461,462,463 

mob  under  lead  of  Dr.  Gibson 459,460 

attack  on  Colonel  lloumoy 460,461,465,466,467,468 

Oxford  trials  of  Ku-Klux 461 

Ku-Klux  opposed  to  republicans,  &c 463,464,465 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  (colored) 462 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  (colored) 462 

killing  of  Jesse  Mayfield,  (colored) 462 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins,  (white) 460,463 

school-tax,  «&c 467 

school-houses  burned 467 

Plair,  (Muse,)  John,  killing  of 990-992 

Political  opinions,  (see  Freedom  of,  d&c.) 

POLLARD.  AUSTIN,  testimony  of 1100-1110 

resident  of  Chickasaw  County ;  chancellor  of  the  seventh  judicial  distiict ; 

native  of  Alabama %l:"*"        ^^^ 

details  of  disturbance  at  Pontotoc  by  disguised  men,  and  the  killing  of  Tiich- 

ardDillard,  one  of  their  number    1101,1104,1105 

public  meeting  held  to  frown  down  Ku-Kluxism ;  Dr.  Porter's  paper  circulated.        1102 
threatened  with  assassination  in  case  he  attempted  to  hold  court  in  Union 

County 1102,1103,1105 

disturbance  at  Starkville,  and  store  of  McLachlan  broken  into  and  he  com- 

polled  to  leave 1103 

John  Conkerton  taken  out  by  disguised  men,  but  escaped  and  shoots  at  his 

assailants 1103,1104,1106 

Wesley  Pulllam  wounded  by  him 1107 

Dr.  Porter  asserts  that  the  paper  issued  by  him  was  false,  and  was  published  to 

conciliate 1102,1108 

newspaper,  the  Pontotoc  Times,  by  Dr.  H.  H.  Porter,  free,  vol.  1,  No.  1, 

local 1109,1110 

Pontotoc,  disturbance  at 1088,1101,1104,1106,1152 

Pope,  Andrew,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Ku-Klux 808 

Pope,  Fernandez,  shot  at  by  Solomon  Shaw 1041 
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Pope,  Whitfield,  forces  Davis  to  join  the  Ea-Elux 608 

Porter,  Dr.  H.  H.,  copj  of  Dewspaper  issued  by 1109,1110 

Porter,  John,  identified  bv  Hlffguis 845,846,905,906 

POWERS,  HOMER  C,  testimony  of ^ 987-1000 

resident  of  Starkville ;  sheriff  of  Oktibbeha  County ;  appointed  bj  General 

Gillem ;  has  been  planting  com  and  cotton 987 

county  peaceable  from  1867  to  1871 ;  in  the  spring  of  1871  a  band  of  disguised 

men  commenced  their  operations ;  whipping  of  Daniel  Oyster  or  Rogers 988 

house  of  a  colored  man  broken  into  by  disguised  men,  the  occupant  struck  with 
a  club  and  shot  at ;  school-house  at  Tampico  burned ;  white  man  killed,  sup- 

Sosed  to  have  been  done  by  John  Plair  or  Muse 989 

n  Plair  taken  from  the  custody  of  officers  by  disguised  men  and  killed 990-992 

Mingo  Rogers  and  Jesse  Higgins  visited ;  both  left  through  fear 992 

Mr.  McLachlan,  teacher  and  preacber,  warned  to  leave  the  county 1.  993 

his  arrest,  and  the  attack  upon  the  freiedmen's  exchange  store,  of  which  he  was 

agent ;  he  was  compelled  to  leave 993-997 

Mrs.  Beirs  room  entered  by  soldiers 998-999 

writ  sued  out  against  Mr.  Huggins 999-1000 

Powers,  Ridgley  C,  attack  on  house  of,  and  his  superintendent  shot  at. .  1 , 2, 3, 248, 249, 286, 

304, 583, 794 

POWERS,  Lieut.  Gov.  RIDGELEY  C,  testimony  of 583-603 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  is  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State,  elected  De- 
cember, 1869;  cc^vassed  the  State 583 

came  to  the  State  in  December,  1865 ;  native  of  Ohio 600 

no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  law  outside  of  Monroe,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Nox- 
ubee, Kemper,  Lauderdale,  and  Winston  Counties  ;  attack  upon  his  house 

in  Kemper  County  by  disguised  men,  and  his  superintendent  shot  at 583 

George  Evans,  one  of  the  attacking  party,  killed 583, 584 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  Matt  Duncan*s  brother  murdered,  quartered, 

and  thrown  into  Talladega  swamp 584 

census  of  Kemper  County ;  Bully  Jack's  murderers  came  from  Alabama 585 

witness's  knowledge  of  the  organization,  obligation,  &c.,  of  Ku-Klux  in  Missis- 
sippi  586,587,592,695 

whipping  of  A.  P.  Huggins ;  killing  of  Peter  Gregory,  Dick  Malone,  Bully 
Jack,  Solomon  Triplett,  Allen  Bird,  and  Samuel  May ;  whipping  of  Rufe 

Hickman  and  a  teacher  in  Lowndes  County 587 

all  the   school'houses  in  Winston  County  burned   except  one,   and  some 

churches 587,588,601 

great  state  of  terrorism  among  the  colored  people  of  Noxubee,  and  great  in- 
timidation of  colored  voters;  state  of  affairs  in  Carroll  County ;  negroes  com 

pelled  either  not  to  vote  or  to  vote  as  desired  by  the  whites 588 

several  colored  men  killed  in  Lauderdale  County  since  the  riot ;  killing  of  Cole ; 
from  fifty  to  one  hundred  driven  from  Lauderdale ;  killing  of  a  colored  man 

in  Lowndes  County ;  effects  of  stationing  troops  in  disturbed  districts 589 

colored  men  killed  in  Oktibbeha  County ;  opposition  to  colored  schools  and  to 
negroes  owning  land  ;  law  forbidding  them  to  own  or  lease  lands  passed  hy        .        | 

the  legislatures  in  1865  and  1867 ISfiJ 

sentiment  of  the  democratic  party  of  the  State  as  to  negro  suffrage 590,591 

effect  of  the  enforcement  act ;  impossible  to  convict  in  State  courts ;  the  prac- 
tical difficulties  in  finding  out  the  perpetrators  of  outrages 591 

course  of  the  democratic  press  of  the  State  relative  to  outrages 592 

colored  people,  when  left  free,  unanimously  republicans 592, 596 

character  of  the  judiciary  of  the  State 593 

the  pretexts  assigned  in  other  States  for  the  organization  of  Ku-Klux  do  not 

exist  in  Mississippi 593-595 

every  step  toward  equality  under  the  law  opposed  by  the  democratic  party  . . .  596 

his  reason  for  becoming  l>ail  for  Mr.  Wissler,  charged  with  killing  Shipley 596-^99 

killing  of  Lee  at  Artesia  and  the  subsequent  arrest  of  negroes 601-603 

Press,  democratic,  course  relative  to  Ku-Klux  outrages 303, 304, 321 ,  363, 592, 679 

PuUiam,  Wesley,  alleged  Ku-Klux,  shooting  of 1107 

Purdyjail,  Tennessee,  release  of  prisoners  from 1152 

Q. 

Quarles,  Barbour,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

R. 

Racep,  feeling  between  the 63,111,118,119,182,188,195,202 

Railroads,  legislation  in  regard  to 21-23,207,213 
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Randall,  Moses,  discharged  for  voting  the  democratic  ticket 1043 

Bapes 1084,1165 

Real  estate,  depreciation  of 502,503,537 

Real  estate,  opposition  to,  and  laws  passed  by  legislature  to  prevent  negroes  owning-  574, 590 

Reed,  Mr.,  suspected  of  robbing  office,  and  trial  of 519, 520 

Regulators,  Dow  Blair's ^ 927 

Report  of  grand  jury  appended  to  testimony  of  W.  W.  Humphries 1 073, 1074 

Report  of  State  investigating  committee,  as  published  in  the  Columbus  Index,  June 

f,  1871 762-769 

Republicans,  feeling  toward  those  from  theKorth : 679 

Reynolds,  confessions  as  to  Ku-Elux  by  the  two 1076, 1079 

Reynolds, ,  whippmgof : : 697,707,708,1037,1038 

Reynolds,  Beuben  O.,  Mr.  Stone's  testimony  concerning 1 022, 1 023 

REYNOLDS,  EEUBEN  O.,  testimony  of 901-9:^4 

resident  of  Aberdeen,  Monroe  County,  for  thirty-five  ye€u:s ;  a  lawyer 901 

native  of  Georgia  ;  counsel  for  the  parties  implicated  in  the  murder  of  Page.. .  913 

was  in  the  confederate  service 1 914 

extravagant  expenditures  for  school-buildings  by  Mr.  Huggins,  and  relative  to 

school  system 901,914-917,919,920 

Sanders  FUnt  and  his  two  sons  taken  from  jail  and  the  latter  killed ;  whipping 

of  Alfred  Whitfield 902,917 

killing  of  Jack  Dupree 903,927 

contraidiction  of  Joe  Davis's  testimony  as  to  the  killing  of  Aleck  Page,  and  other 

points 903,907,908,910 

accuracy  of  the  **Fu11  report  of  the  great  Ku-KIux  trial  in  the  United  States  dis- 
trict court  at  Oxford,  Mississippi" 904,905 

relative  to  the  whipping  of  Huggins  and  his  recognition  of  John  T.  Roberts  and 

John  Porter : 905,906,919 

relative  to  Huggins's  testimony  in  the  case  of  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Stewart. .  907 

killing  of  Abe  Wamble 908,927 

whipping  of  McKendon,  (McClendon,)  Owen,  Wilson,  and  Swansy 909,921 

demonstrations  upon  the  release  of  the  Oxfbrd  prisoners  upon  bond 909,910 

disturbance  in  court  by  Mr.  Lamar 910, 91 1 

tampering  with  witnesses  by  Mr.  Sykes ;  killing  of  Doc.  Hendricks  and  Mr. 

Garrett 911 

burning  of  a  colored  church  at  Tupelo  ;  character  of  Miss  Davis 912, 922 

burning  ofMr.  Sbattuck's  office 912 

Mrs.  Bell  visited  by  soldiers 912,913 

ponversed  with  General  Gholson  before  testifying 9J4 

relative  to  State  and  county  taxation 918 

teachers  notified  to  discontinue  their  schools ;  whipping  of  McBride,£ccles..  921 

doctrines  taught  by  the  teachers  at  Aberdeen 923, 924 

his  knowledge  as  to  Ku-Klux 925-927,929,933 

Dow  Blair's  Regulators 927 

relative  to  the  kilUng  of  Aleck  Page 927-929 

alibis  the  only  possible  Une  of  defense 929,930,933,934 

reason  for  the  opposition  to  the  Ku-Klux  law * 930,931 

composition  of  juries 931,932 

discussion  in  sub-committee  as  to  the  admissibility  of  the  **  Full  report  of  the 
great  Ku-Klnx  trial  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  Oxford,  Mississippi," 

and  decision  of  committee 934,935 

RICE,  HAMPTON  A.,  testimony  of 609-619 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  a  planter ;  a  magistrate 609 

details  of  the  taking  of  Sam.  Nevelle  from  the  custody  of  Bridges,  of  the  assault 
by  negroes  on  the  latter,  and  of  the  finding  of  a  body  in  the  Bigby  River, 
supposed  to  be  Nevelle's,  derived  from  evidence  taken  by  him  as  a  magistrate, 

and  from  sources  deemed  reliable 609-619 

Rice,  Moses,  whipping  of 436 

Richardson,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching , 1022 

Richardson,  Mr.,  whipping  of. - 1158 

menzi  jail,  prisoners  taken  from  and  shot,  hung,  and  shipped 11 53 

RIVES,  JAMES  H.,  testimony  of 548-570 

resident  of  Noxubee  County;  a  lawyer 548 

a  coLfederato  soldier 566 

pi ivttte  secretary  of  Governor  Pettus ;  native  of  Georgia 566 

whippiLgot  Iktsey  Lucas 548,558 

fauiiiies  driveu  from  Mr.  May's  place 549,560 

Sam.  Coger  still  living 549,  G50 

kii.hig  of  Dick  Maloue,  Bully  Jack 550 
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KIVES,  JAMES  H.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

John  Hieging  indicted  for  whipping  Aleck  Haghes 55i 

killing  of  Ellen  Grayson's  son ;  bis  body  found  in  the  Tombigbee  River 552, 562 

character  of  Taliaferro 553, 554 

disturbance  near  Brooksville,  1 870 ;  Mr.  Farmed  knocked  down 556, 568 

killing  of  Mr.  I^ee  at  Artesia 556,557 

purpose  of  Ku-Klux ^ 558 

miscegenation ...^ 558-560 

killing  of  Mr.  Brown '. 563 

witness's  knowledge  of  Ku-Kluz ^ 564,565,567-569 

contradiction  of  testimony  of  Taliaferro 551,565 

acquiescence  in  negro  simrage 566 

carrying  of  arms  a  frequent  practice 567 

Loyal  League,  organization,  &c. ,  of,  in  Noxubee ^ 556, 558-570 

RIVES,  ROBERT  G.,  testimony  of 652-^62 

resident  of  Winston  County ;  a  lawyer , 652 

a  democrat * ^ 661 

private  in  the  confederate  army 662 

contradiction  of  Mr.  Coleman's  testimony  as  to  owning  land ^ 653 

whipping  of  Coleman  for  stealing  hogs ^ , 654)  655 

whipping  of  Mordecai  Mitchell 655 

Allen  Bird's  case 656,658 

outrage  upon  Peter  Cooper 656 

killing  of  George  Murph  and  Nelson  Yarborough ;  Mr.  Cherry  killed  by  Mr. 

Buford 657 

a  planter  compelled  to  leave 660 

Roberts,  Green  T.,  outrage  upon 1133,1136 

Roberts,  John  S.,  identified  by  Huggins 845,846,905,906 

Roberts,  John  S.,  identified  by  Willis 1184 

"Robertson  Family,"  the  organiiation  called  the 1089,1091,1092 

Rogers,  Mingo,  compelled  to  leave 992,1154 

ROSE,  Capt.  THOMAS  E.,  testimony  of 780-785 

captain  in  the  Sixteenth  Infantry ;  assigned  for  duty  at  Aberdeen,  March  29, 

J871 : 780 

on  service  in  the  State  from  April,  1869,  to  March,  1870 782 

killing  of  Aleck  Page,  Thomas  Homberger,  and  Wamble 780, 781 

no  attempts  made  to  arrest  the  perpetrators 781 

Tubbs  confessed  to  him  as  to  raids  made  by  the  organization  of  which  he  was 

a  member,  and  of  its  purposes 782, 783 

attempt  to  kill  Mr.  Woods 782 

Cunningham  captured  and  never  heard  of  afterward 783 

negro  killed ;  said  to  have  been  taken  from  the  Lagronnes  and  Marshall ;  arrest 

of  these  latter 780,781,784,785 

Rosser,  Dr.,  burning  of  cribs  and  stables  of 531 

S. 

Saddler,  Mr.,  sheriff  of  Pontotoc,  the  head  of  the  ''Robertson  Family,"  and  a  mem- 
ber of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan 1089,1993 

School-board,  members  of,  ordered  by  the  Ku-Klux  to  resign 281 

School-fund,  Chickasaw , 21 

School-houses  burned 18,19,20,76,94,260,283,326,329,330,333,363,402 

in  Noxubee  County 477,478,502,528,539,629 

in  Monroe 849,1021 

in  Winston 467,493,687,586,601,640,650,699,1150 

in  Oktibbeha 989 

in  Chickasaw 1021 

.   inLee 1021 

School  system  and  taxation : 

Taliaferro  concerning ,,,, 245 

Huggins  concerning 266,284,2^,289 

Moms  concerning 307,315 

McBride  concerning 334,335,336,338,341,342 

Holman  concerning 352-356 

Little  concerning 367-374 

Baskervill  concerning 384,385,395,407,411 

Whitfield  concerning 422,443,446,447,448,452 

Pickett  concerning 467 


INDEX.  XXXI 

Page. 
School  s^Btem  and  taxation — Continned. 

in  Lowndes  County 680,694,695,700,901,914-917,919,920,1175^-1175 

in  Monroe  County 842,843,^50,873,874 

Sykes  concerning 728-751,757,758,760-762 

opinion  of  democratic  party  as  to 1049,1166 

facta  relative  to 507 

opposition  to 779 

Schools  broken  np 352,357,358,364 

in  Lowndes  Connty 720 

m  Monroe  County 779,921 

Schools,  purchase  of  furniture  for 828 

free  and  colored,  opposition  to 86, 329, 332, 337, 340, 348, 350, 364, 366, 370, 373 

Sdiool -teachers  whipped  and  forced  to  stop  teaching.  .76, 82, 83. 86, 87, 261 ,  282, 283, 302, 326, 

329, 350, 357, 420, 421 ,  422, 446 

SESSIONS,  J.  F.,  testimony  of 205-223 

resident  of  Franklin  County  and  member  of  legislature 205 

native  of  Mississippi ;  lawyer  by  profession 209 

member  of  legislative  committee  to  investigate  Meridian  riot 205 

was  a  member  of  Knights  of  the  Black  Cross,,  a  secret  political  organization ..  216 

disguised  men,  secret  organizations,  <&c 206,209,211,212,215,216,217,222,223 

riot  at  Meridian 205,206,209,210,211,220,221,222 

armed  men  from  Alabama  carried  colored  men  from  Meridian 210 

execution  of  the  laws 209 

taxation 209 

concerning  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 205,206,209,210,220 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 210, 211,220,222 

concerning Price 205,210,220 

debt  of  the  State 208 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 210,221 

killing  of  Clopton  alias  Dennis,  (colored) 221 

three  colored  men  hung 221,222 

burning  of  house  of  J,  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 221 

burning  of  colored  church 221 

beating  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Uuggins 213 

freedom  of  political  opinions 214,215 

railroad  legislation 207,213 

legislation  concerning  penitentiary 208, 214, 220 

concerning  Union  L^gues 222, 223 

"  Seventy-Six,^'  Ku-Klux  reorganizing  under  name  of 257, 258, 1 067 

Shattuck,  Mr.,  burning  of  office  of 824,840,871,912, 1024, 1025, 1074, 1077 

Shaw,  Solomon,  shooting  at  Fernandez  Pope  bv 1041 

Sherman,  James,  shooting  of  Melton  Odeneal  by 1041, 1042 

Shipley,  Mr.,  kilUng  of 480,481,506,523-626,596^99,1162-1164 

Shooting  at — 

Bresle,  Early,  (colored, )  Chickasaw  County i        1157 

Carter,  Edward,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  September,  1871 1084 

Gardner, ,  Chickasaw  County 1024,1027,1028 

Hairston,  Joshua,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  November,  1870 798,799, 1039 

Hargrove,  A.  H.,  Lowndes  County 1042,1043 

Hicks,  Jim,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  March,  1871 1083 

McMillan,  Samuel,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  May,  1871 ^ 484 

Pope,  Fernandez,  Lowndes  County,  1871 1041 

Smith,  Daniel  H.,  Noxubee  County 571 

Shootings: 

Bowler,  Mr.,  Lowndes  County 1042 

Burns,  Andy,  (colored,)  Monroe  County 1138,1144 

Freeman,  Mr., Monroe  County,  October,  1871 839 

Hanson,  Henry,  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 1151 

Hunnicutt,  (Honeycutt,)  John  and  Catharine,  Tishemingo  County,  September, 

1871 1074,1075,1078,1157,1158 

Meeks,  Samuel,  (colored, )  Tishemingo  County,  1869 1075,1078 

Parks,  Mr.,  Winston  County,  March,  1871 652 

PoUiam,  Wesley,  Chickasaw  County,  1871 1107 

Bush,  Captain,  Kemper  County,  March,  1871 247, 248, 254, 256, 264 

Shubble,  G^rge,  whipping  of 340 

SIss,  Hske,  whipping  of 1151 

Skinner,  Alfred,  whipping  of 278 

Slaves,  number  and  value  of,  in  Noxubee  County  before  the  war 534, 535 
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SMITH,  DANIEL  H.,  (colored,)  testimony  of 670-575 

resident  of  Noxubee  County ;  served  in  the  Federal  Army 570 

teacher 571 

was  threatened  with  hanging ;  was  shot  at  by  John  McDannall ;  his  house  vis- 
ited by  disgrdsed  men  in  September,  1870 ;  character  of  the  disguises ;  iden- 
tifies John  Grant 571 

bad  feeling  in  relation  to  colored  schools ;  opposition  to  negro  sufiVage ;  burn- 
ing of  churches  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama 572 

a  great  many  whipped  in  Noxubee ;  received  Ku-Klux  letters 573 

killing  of  Jerry  Brown  and  Sam  May 573 

killing  of  Ellen  Grayson^sson 573,574 

no  one  punished  for  these  whippings.  &c.;  opposition  to  negroes  becoming  land- 
owners   * 674 

identifies  William  Elmand  Hardin  Brooks 575 

SMITH,  J.  R..  testimony  of 63-^ 

native  of  Mississippi ;  resident  of  Meridian ;  postmaster  and  clerk  of  chancery 

court 63 

disguised  men,  operations  of 74,79 

riot  at  Meridian 63,66,67,68,70,71,72,73,78. 

riot  at  Meridian,  examination  by  Judge  Leachman  of 72, 73, 78 

concerning  William  Sturgis,  mayor  of  Meridian 66, 69, 77 

concerning Price 63,64,65,77,79 

concerning  Adam  Eennard,  (colored) 63,64,77 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 66, 70, 72 

concerning  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  (colored) 66, 67, 68, 70, 71 ,  72, 78 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 66,70,71,72 

armed  men  from  Alabama  carried  colored  men  away  from  Meridian.  .64, 65, 69, 78, 79, 80 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 70 

killing  of  Diggs,  (colored,)  mail  agent 74 

killing  of  Joseph  Williams,  (colored) 74 

three  colored  men  hung 71 

burning  of  Sturgis*s  store 67 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 7% 

burning  of  colored  church  at  Meridian 72 

burning  of  school-houses 76 

feeling  between  the  races 63 

freedom  of  political  opinions * 75,81,82 

school-teachers  whipped  and  compelled  to  leave 76 

threatening  notices 76 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 77 

security  and  safety  of  person  and  property 80 

concemiug  Union  Leagrues 70, 77 

Smith,  Pumell,  identified  by  Flint 804 

Sons  of  the  South,  the  Native 501,677-679,681, 1071-1021, 1062,  J063, 1089-1091 

Stahksvjlle,  disturbance  at 993-997,1103 

State  and  county  officers 20,306,307,316,317,319,447 

State  debt,  &c 20,23,208,307,309,310 

Stewart,  Aleck,  whipping  of 277 

Stewart,  Leonard,  identified  by  Galloway 668 

StUlwell,  Mr. ,  recognition  of,  and  proving  of  alibi  by 793, 796 

Stinson, ,  (Beaton,)  whipping  of 697,707,708,1037,1038 

Stinson,  Jesse,  John,  and  William,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Stock,  stealing  of 1046 

STONE,  RUFUS  B,,  testimony  of 1021-1030 

resident  of  Aberdeen  ;  formerly  lived  in  Chickasaw  County ;  chief  clerk  in 

assessor's  office 1021 

six  school-houses  in  Chickasaw  County  burned,  twenty-six  in  Monroe  County 

and  one  in  Lee  County ;  character  of  Miss  Davis 1021 

Mr.  Eichardeou,  Geesner,  Waterbury,  Miss  Allan,  and  others,  ordered  to  dis- 
continue their  schools ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Hugeins 1022 

concerning  General  Gholson  ana  Colonel  Reynolds 1022, 1023, 1 026, 1027 

outrages  upon  Mr.  Emmons,  teacher «        1023 

character  of  Dr.  Woodmansee*s  democratic  speeches 1023, 1024 

firing  of  Colonel  Shattuck's  office 1024,1025 

General  Gholson  regarded  as  the  head  of  the  Ku-Klux 1026,1027 

concerning  the  shooting  at  Gardner 1024, 1027, 1028 

Tobe  Hutchinson  taken  out  by  a  band  of  disgfulsed  men  ;  his  body  found  with 

his  throat  cut - 1028 

effect  of  Ku-Klux  outrages  upon  the  colored  men 1029 


iKDBX.  xxxm 

Pmge. 

STONE,  BUFUS  B.,  testimony  of— Continued. 

iitBQoent  outrages  upon  Driiry  Bailey,  and  his  subsequent  murder  by  Isaac 

Turner 1029,1030 

correction  of  his  testimony  as  to  the  burning  of  twenty-six  school-houses  in 

Monroe  County 1030 

Stnbblefield,  E.J.,  whipping  of 1152 

Stureis,  Mr^  burning  of  store  of 7,67,97,105,106,171,165,195,199 

Loddith,  Diller,  rape  of  daughter  of  Edward  Carter  by 1084 

Suffirage,  negro,  whites  of  Noxubee  reconciled  to 503,529,530,566 

opposition  to,  in  Noxubee  County 572 

•entiment  of  democratic  party  of  the  State  as  to 590,591 

democratic  party  of  Lowndes  County  as  to 755,756 

Swansy,  Mr.,  whipping  of 909,927 

8YKES,  JABIES,  testimony  of 728-769 

resident  of  Columbus,  Lowndes  County ;  has  been  a  planter 728 

native  of  Virginia ;  was  an  old-line  whig ;  opposed  the  war ;  hates  radicalism 

worse  than  democracy 755 

was  a  slave-holder 756 

coneeming  the  school*system  and  the  school-tax  in  Lowndes  County,  and  the 

action  taken  by  the  citizens  relative  thereto 728-751 ,  757, 758, 760, 761, 762 

school  statistics  of  the  county 736,740,741,743 

general  taxation  in  the  county 737,738,741,746,752 

condition  of  the  school-system  before  the  war 738,740 

relative  to  the  statements  in  Mr.  Bishop's  report 744, 746, 747, 757, 758 

concerning  proper  price  to  be  paid  to  teachers 748-750 

opposed  to  negro  suffnu^e,  and  thinks  the  democrats  are  also 755, 756 

agricultural  statistics  of  the  county 759,760 

Sykes,  Mr.,  alleged  tampering  with  witnesses  by 851, 852, 91 1 

Sykes,  Mrs.  Jane,  outrages  upon  herself  and  family 1086, 1087, 1096, 1097 

Sykea,  M^rs.  Jane,  whipping  of 1157 

• 

T. 

Tacket,  Tripley  Ann,  driven  from  Winston  County 652 

Taliaferro,  John  R.,conceming 376,377,386,391,403-405,409-412,439-441 

acknowledgments  relative  to  Ku-Klux  by 476,477 

contradiction  of  testimony  of '. .* 551,565r 

character,  standing,  d:;c.,  of 527,553,554 

TALIAFERRO,  JOHN  E.,  testimony  of 223-246 

native  of  Virginia  and  resident  of  Noxubee  County 223 

captain  in  confederate  army ;  engaged  in  planting 224 

disguised  men,  operations  of 224-246 

triia  of  Ku-Klux at  Oxford .' 224,239,241 

eaecBtionof  the  laws 224,244 

killing  of  colored  men,  not  named 224,230 

kUUng  of  Sam  Rogers,  (colored) 224,227,241,242 

kiUingof  Hopkins,  (colored,)  preacher 225,242 

killing  of  Dick  Malone,  (colored) 225,242 

killing  of  George  Chestnut,  (colored,)  teacher 226 

whipping  of  colored  men,  not  named 225,226il227 

negroes  intimidated 238 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 230 

behavior  of  negroes 234,235 

sdMiols,  Ac 24^ 

GODoeming  Union  Leagues 245 

Taylor,  Harris,  captain  of  a  Elan 1086 

Taxation 209 

relative  rate  of 504,1049-1051 

in  Noxubee  County 528,529,531,532,535-538 

in  Lowndes 737,738,741,746,752 

in  Monroe 862,853,876-878,880,881,918 

IMmony  of— 

A4wi,G  Gordon 60-63 

A]M>d,  Jefierson  B 499-5J0 

JyfftB,  Miss  Sarah  A 77^-779 

Aatewn,  JohnH 1137-1 J46 

Aodenon,  Lydia 510-513 

Biakervill,  Charles 374-416 

Beckwitb.  Joseph 868-890 

ni— M 
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Testimonj  of— 

Bishop,  Joseph  N 1172-1175 

Bliss,  E.  Raymond 1030-1036 

Brothers,  OscwC 1001-1021 

Campbell.  George  W 676-582 

CarpeDter,  Edmand  L v 619-G25 

Carter,  Edward 1083-1085 

Cason,  Jeremiah  H 1129-1133 

ChisoUn,  W.W 246-265 

Clark,  Henry 1086-1100 

Clay,  Matthew 60i-60(l 

Coleman,  WilKam 4aj-41>2 

Cooper,  Peter  ., 492-41R> 

Crosby ,  Edward 1133-li:{7 

Davis,  Alexander  K , 469-482 

Davis,  Joseph 80»-8ID 

Dismukes,  Elisha 626-636 

Egglest»n,  B.B 1-6 

Flint,  Sanders 803-aOH 

Flonmoy,  Robert  W 82-a5 

Ford,  William  C 96-127 

French,  O.C .• 6-23 

Galloway,  Joseph  F 662-675 

Gholson,  Samnel  J 829-884 

Gleed,  Robert 718-728 

Gray,  Edmund 894-895 

Hairston,  Joshua 798-803 

Harrison,  James  T 1180-1183 

Hicks,  Jjwoes 891-893 

Holman,  Edward  E 342-358 

Hoggins,  A.  P 265-298,820-828 

Humphries,  Abram  8 1186-1186 

Humphries,  WUliam  W.,jr 1037-1073 

J^cobson,  E.  P •  53-60 

Jaruagin,  Hampton  L 513-^44 

Kennon,  WoodsonH.,  ir 693-697 

Kolb,  William  B 1080-1083 

Lee,  James  W 786-792 

Lewis,  Hiram  W 675-693 

LiiUe,  Finis  H 358-374 

Lyon,  Theodoric  L 1115-1129 

Matthews,  Beveriy 1175-1180 

McBride,  Cornelius 3:i5-342 

McCoy,  John 1074-1080 

Meridian  riot ;  testimony  taken  before  legislative  committee 23-53 

Meridian  riot ;  investigation  before  Jadge  Leaohman 127-164 

Mette,  Michael  A 636-652 

Morris,  Joshua  S 298-325 

Mort»n,  John 1112-1115 

NelaoD,  Elymas 895-899 

Orr,  Jehu  A 697-718 

Oxford  trials - 936-987 

Perkins,  l^ewis 899-001 

Perkins,  William  H 1167-1171 

Pickett,  George  B 459-468 

Pollard,  Austin 1100-1119 

Powers,  Homer  C 987-1000 

Powers.  Ridgley  C 583-603 

Reynolds,  Renbw  O 901-934 

Rice,  Hampton  A 609-619 

Rives,  James  H 548-570 

Rives,  Robert  G 652-662 

Rose,  Captain  Thomas  E 780-785 

Sessions.  J.  F 205-223 

Smith.  Daniel  H 570-575 

Smith,  J.  R 63-82 

Stone,  RufusB 1021-1030 

Sykes,  James 728-769 

Taliaferro.  John R... 223-246 


IKBEX.  XXXV 

Page. 
Teffdmony  of-^ 

Tiiplett,  David , 1 544-548 

Tarner,  Joseph 769-777 

Walbiiif,  Lewis 1110-1112 

Wells,  C.  Wiley 1147-1167 

Whitaker,  M.  H 165-206 

Whitfield,  Henry  B 416-453 

Willis,  Washington 1184-1185 

Wilson,  James  T.,  sr 1145-1147 

Yates,  Captain  George  W ; *. 793-798 

Tbomai.  Albert,  whipping  q£. 1087,1095,1157 

Thotnas,  Jesse,  killing  of 639 

nomiiBon, ,  whipping  of. 799,800 

Tippah  County,  whippings  in 1088 

Ciark'a  investigaUon  of  Kn-Klux  in 1086, 1088, 1 089, 1094-1096, 1099 

whipped  in :  (lor  page,  see  names  elsewhere :)  Armistead  ^yd,  Charles  Boyd, 
Joseph  Brooks,  Tlliman  Green,  Silas  Mask,  Albert  Thomas— 6. 

ndiemingo  County,  killings  in .--.        1153 

shot  in :  John  and  CaSiarine  Hnnnicutt,  Samuel  Meeks— 3 ;  whipped  in :  Mr. 
Richardson— 1. 

TmUer,  Mr..  kiUingof 1143,1147 

TRIPLETT,  DAVID,  (colored, )  testimony  of 544-548 

liTedin  Winston  County  last  year;  nowinNoxubee 544 

killinitof  Solomon  Triplett  by  disguised  men 545,546 

no  arrests  made 546-548 

kiUiiigof  Peter  Gregory 547 

Tdplett,  George,  beating  of  Mr.  Winston  by 1041 

Triplett,  John  Q.,  identified  by  Coleman 1151 

Tkiplett,  Solomon,  killing  of: 

Holman^s  account  <rf 346,347 

Whitfield's  account  of 432,433 

DaTis's  aco6unt  of , 474 

Coleman's  account  of 486 

Anderson's  account  of 512 

Triplett'e  account  of 545,546 

Powers's  account  of. 587 

Metts's  account  of 638,639,646,647    ' 

Wells's  account  of 1150,1151 

Tabbe's, ,  confessions  as  to  raids  made  by  the  Ku-Kluz 782, 783 

Tomer, ,  a  freedman,  killing  ctf 1152,1155,1156 

Tamer,  Isaac,  killing  of  Diury  Bailey  by 1029,1030 

TURNER,  JOSEPH,  (colored,)  testimony  of 769-777 

resident  of  Lowndes  County 769 

was  whipped  by  disguised  men 770,775 

character  of  the  disguises  worn ;  recognized  John,  Will,  and  Jess  Stinson, 
Warran  Gardner,  Laney  Williams,  John  Kidd  and  his  son  John,  Fuller 

Wiler,  and  Jasper  Webb 771 

whipping  of  Albert  Murphy,  Dick   Halliday,  Kd  Murphy,  a  colored  man 

and  a  colored  woman • ^ 772 

whipping  of  Jim  Hicksand  Jim  Vemcr 773 

killing  of  Jack  Dupreo  and  Aleck  Page 773, 774 

whipping  of  Simon  Dunniug  and  Aleck  Willis 774 

Jehu  Wolf,  colored  Ku-Klax,  turns  State's  evidence 773, 774 

also  Henry  Hatch  ;  man  killed  on  Muddy  Creek • 774,775 

Andy  Crosby  captain  of  Ku-Klux 775 

Tomer,  Joseph,  whipping  of 673,770,775,1060,1153 


U. 
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Union  Club,  society  of  the 1067 

Uoios  League : 

French  concerning  the »...        6, 16 

Sessions  concerning  the 70,77,22^,223 

Floumoy  concerning  the 86 

Ferd  concerning  the 105 

Whitaker  concerning  the 178, 187 

TaUaTerro  concerning  the 245 

Baskervill  concerning  the 374,383,388 

Whitfield  concerning  the 452 
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V. 

Verner,  Jim,  whippin|^  of 773 

Voters,  law  of  Mississippi  relative  to  inflaencing 317, 318, 320,  S'-Jl 

treatment  bj  negroes  of  democratic  colored 725,726,1048 

intimidation  of  colored - 1133-IJ36 

W. 

WALBURG,  LEWIS,  testimony  of 1110-1112 

resident  of  Columbus ;  captain  of  police 1110 

character  of  H.  B.  Whitfield 1110-1112 

character  of  William  W.  Humphries lilO 

Wamble,  Abram,  kilUnff  of 280,296,361,780,781,787,811,834,867,879,908,927 

Waterbury,  Mr.,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 1022 

Webb,  Jasper,  identified  by  Turner 771 

Webb,  Jasper,  forces  Davis  to  join  Ku-Klux 808 

Webb,  Rumn,  ordered  to  quit  teaching 664, 1081 

Wells,  Bob,  whipping  of 672,673 

WELLS,  G.  WILEY,  testimony  of 1147-1167 

resident  of  Marshall  County 1147 

United  States  district  attorney  for  the  northern  district  for  two  yean 11 48 

feeling  toward  northern  settlers 1148 

results  of  his  investigations  of  the  Ku-Klux  organization  ..  .1148-1150, 1152, 1157-1160 
school-bouse  of  John  W.  Avery  burned  and  he  warned  to  leave ;  school-scrip 
taken  from  Mr.  Eaves  and  burned ;  large  number  of  school-houses  burned  in 

Winston  County,  and  all  the  schools  discontinued 1 150 

killing  of  Solomon  Triplett 1150,1151 

John  Q.  Triplett,  two  McElbaneys,  and  Mr.  Eaves  recognized  by  Coleman ; 
Alexander  W.  Murff,  school-director,  forced  to  resign ;  whipping  of  Joe 
Atkins ;  effect  upon  the  negroes  of  Ku-Klux  outrages ;  whipping  of  Al- 
fred Connell  and  Hake  Siss;  Henry  Hanson  shot 1151 

whipping  of  Joe  Turner,  E.  J.  Stubblefield,  A.  P.  Huggins,  and  wife  of  Fr»- 
zier  Duncan ;  John  Campbell's  store  robbed ;   disturbance  in  Pontotoc ; 

release  of  prisoners  from  the  Purdy  jail,  Tennessee '    1158 

colored  school-teacher  thrown  into  a  well ;  killing  of  Williams ;  three  men 
taken  from  the  Rienzi  jail;  one  shot,  one  hung,  and  one  whipped  ;  whipping 
and  hanging  of  Alex.  Hughes ;  whipping  of  £.  C.  Echols  and  wife ;  outrage 

upon  Almira  Wyndham 1 153 

whipping  and  hanging  of  Betsey  Lucas ;  whipping  of  McBride,  Eliza  Hinton, 
Jesse  Uiggins  twice,  Andy  Graham,  and  John  Glenn  :  Mingo  Rogers  driven 

off 1154 

whipping  of  Manuel  Lawrence,  Green  Williams,  Edmund  Glenn,  George  May- 
bray,  twice,  and  Nancy  Edmonds 1155 

killing  of  Turner,  a  freedman 1152,1155,1156 

whipping  of  Albert  May  and  Jane  Hotcher ;  killing  of  Isaiah  Lewis 1156 

whipping  of  Willis  Mask,  Armistead  Boyd,  Joseph  Brooks,  Albert  Thomas, 

Mrs.  Jane  Sykes,  and  Charles  Boyd ;  Early  Bresle  shot  at 1 157 

'     shooting  of  John  Honeycutt  and  sister 1157, 1 158 

Mr.  Newman  driven  aWay ;  whipping  of  Mr.  Richardson 1 158 

disturbance  in  court  caused  bvGfeneral  Lamar 1160-1162 

details  of  the  burning  of  Shipley  by  Whistler 1162-1164 

kUling  of  Mr.  Whistler 1164,1165 

character  of  Mr.  Hiiggins  and  Miss  Davis ;  rape  on  a  colored  g^rl  by  Mr.  Free- 
man          1165 

church  burned  by  Freeman  ;  sentiment  toward  the  common-school  system  ...        1166 

Westbruok,  Bluford,  Williamson,  and  Zachariah  identified  by  Flint 804 

Whippings : 

Abraham, r-,  (colored, )  Oktibbeha  County.  May,  1871 936 

Adams,  Thomas  W.,  Kemper  County,  1869 257 

Allen,  Joseph,  (colored, )  Lownde.s  County,  June,  1871 424 

Anderson,  Lydia,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  June,   1871 510,513 

Atkins,  Joseph,   (colored,)  Monroe  County,  March,  iy71 361,1151 

Blake,  Frank,  (<5olored,)  Lo^vnUes  County 1042 

Boyd,  Armistead,  (colored,)  Tippah  County,  dummer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1157 

Boyd,  Charles,  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  March,  1871 1 157 

Brooks,  Joseph,  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1 157 

Butler,  Santee,  (colored, )  Monroe  County 361, 362, 847, 879, 1 138, 1 144 

Cannon,  (Campbell,)  Nathan,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  May,  1871..  .485,486,491, 

493, 513, 638, 647 
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Wbipping^ : 

Cockerman,  FraDk,  (colored,)  Lowndes  Conutj,  April,  1871 1081  ^  1083 

Colemao,  Robin,  (colored, )  Winston  County,  May,  187 1 484, 494, 638, 647 

Coleman,  William,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  March,  1871..  ..335,474,482,483,495 

637,654,655 

Coleman,  William,  (colored,)  Winston  County,  compelled  to  leave  home 484,495 

497,498 

Connell,  Alfred,  (colored, )  Monroe  County,  March,  1871 1 151 

Dnncan,  Frazier,  wife  of,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  March,  1871 1152 

Dunning,  (Dunham,)  Simon,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  summer  of  1871.-774,811, 

1138.1144, 

Eccles.  (Echols,)  E.C.,  Chickasaw  County 330,342,351,549,879,921.1153 

Eccles,  E.C.,  wifeof,  Chickasaw  County 1153 

Edmonds,  Nancy,  (colored, )  Winston  County,  May,  1 871 1 1 5r> 

Farmer,  H.W., Lowndes  Couuty 237,418,444 

Foster,  Addy,  (colored, )  Winston  County 339 

Gtedney,  George,  (colored, )  Winston  Couuty,  May,  1871 484, 494, 638, 647 

Glenn,  Edmond,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1155 

Glenn,  John,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1154 

Graham,  Andy,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1454 

Green,  Tillman,  (coloreil,)  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095 

Greyer,  Henry,  (colored, )  Kemper  County >       256 

HaUiday,  Dick,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  April,  1871 772 

Harston. .  (colored,)  Lowndes  County 395, 423 

Hickman,  Rufus,  (colored, )  Kemper  County,  spring  of  1871 5b7 

Hicks,  Jim,  and  wife,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  March,  187] : 

Whitfield's  account  of 417,445 

Galloway's  account  of 671,672 

Turner's  account  of 773 

his  own  account  of 891 

Gray's  account  of 894, 895 

Perkns's  account  of 900 

Humphries's  account  of 1038 

Hjggins,  Jesse,  (colored,)  Oktibbeha  County,  March,  1871 1154 

Hinton,  Eliza,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870 473, 1 1 54 

Honeysuckle,  Fanny,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 340 

Hotcher,  Jane,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  April,  1871 1 J56 

Hugffins,  A.  P.,  Monroe  County,  April,  1871 : 

Fowers's  account  of 587 

Lee's  account  of. 787 

Gholson's  account  of.. -J 845,846,879 

Reynolds's  account  of 905,906,919 

Stone's  account  of , 1022 

Wells's  account  of 1152 

Hughes,  Aleck,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  April,  1871 340,473,474,512,1152 

Irion,  George,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  April,  1871 . '. 672 

Jackson,  Robert,  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870 480, 514 

Job,  Zach,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  1871 340 

Leadbetter,  Henry,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  1671 340 

Lowry,  Isam,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County 395, 425, 473  619, 620 

Lucas,  Betsey,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  March,  1870... 469, 470, 514, 548, 558, 11 54 
Mask,  SUis,  (Willis,)  (colored, )  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 . .  1086, 1098, 1099, 1 157 

May,  Albert,  (colored, )  Noxubee  County,  April,  1871 1156 

Maybray,  George,  (colored,)  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 1155 

McBride,  Cornelius,  Chickasaw  County,  March,  1871 284,366.487,921,1154 

McClendon,  (McKennon, )  Mr.,  Monroe  County 849, 879, 909, 921 

McMillan,  William,  (colored,)  Noxubee  County,  August,  1869 358,880 

Miller,  WUliam,  (colored,)  Winston  County 336,340 

Mitchell,  Mordecai,   (colored,)  Winston  County,   May,  1871.. 464, 493, 494, 638, 647, 

648,655 

Murphy,  Alfred,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  April,  1871 772 

Murphy,  Edward,  (colored, )  Lowndes  County,  April,  187 1 672, 772 

Owen,  Mr.,  Monroe  County 909,921 

Oyster,  (Rogers, )  Daniel,  (colored, )  Oktibbeha,  April,  1871 988 

Peter, ,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  April,  1871 281 

Reynolds, ,  Lowndes  County,  1871 697, 707, 708, 1037, 10:« 

Rice,  Moses,  (colored, )  Oktibbeha  County,  May,  1871 436 

^chardson,  Mr.,  Tishemingo  County,  April,  1871 1158 

Shnbble,  (Jeorge,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  March,  1871 340 
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Siss,  Huke,  (colored,)  Monroe  County,  Marcb/1871 1151 

Skinner,  Alfred,  (colored.)  Monroe  County,  3871 278 

Stewart,  Aleck,  (colored, )  Lowndee  County,  March,  1871 277 

Stinson,  (Seaton, )  Mr.,  Noxubee  County,  187 1 :  697, 707, 708, 1037, 1038 

Stubblefield,  E.J.,  Alcorn  County,  June,  i67j 1162 

Swausy,  Mr.,  Monroe  County 709, 9*21 

Thomas,  Albert,  (colored,)  Tippah  County,  summer  of  1871 1087, 1095, 1 157 

Thompson,  .  (colored.)  Lowndes  County,  November,  1870 799, 800 

Turner,  Joseph,  (colored,) Lowndes  County,  sumnier  of  1871^.673,770,775,1000,1152 

Vernon,  James,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  1871 >  773 

Wells,  Robert,  (colored,)  Lowndes  County,  winter  of  1870 072,673 

Whitfield,  Alfred,  (colored, )  Monroe  County 269, 270, 844, 845, 902, 917 

Williams,  Green,  (colored, )  Alcorn  County,  April,  1871 1 155 

Willis,  Aleck,  (Rhett,)  colored,  Monroe  County,  summer  of  1871.. 774, 811, 1138,1144, 

1184 

Wilson,  Mr.,  Monroe  County 909,921 

Names  not  given 587 

in  Lowndes  County 672,678,719,720,772 

in  Alabama 795-797 

in  Monroe 1146 

WHITAK^R,  M.A.,  testimony  of. 163-205 

resident  of  Meridian,  and  a  lawyer 165 

chairman  of  committee  of  safety  at  time  of  riot 172 

served  in  confederate  army 193 

execution  of  the  laws 166,167,186,201 

disguised  men,  operations  of 190, 191, 199 

riot  at  Meridian.... 168 

riot  at  Meridian,  investigation  by  Judge  Leachman  of 184 

concerning  William  Sturgns,  mayor  of  Aleridian 172 

concemiug Price 168,  160, 179.  180,  181,182, 187, 188, 189.203 

concerning  Adam  Kennard,  (colored) 168, 180,  181 ,  1^,  187, 188, 202 

concerning  Warren  Tyler,  (colored) 170,171,  173-177, 180,  182, 189,190, 191, 194 

concerning  Dennis,  alias  Ck>pton,  (colored) 171, 17V,  173, 178. 190, 192. 196. 204 

concerning  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 171 ,  173 

concerning  Reynolds ." 179 

killing  of  Judge  Bramlette 176, 182 

killing  of Williams,  (colored) 165,166,  185, 191;  199,  200 

three  colored  men  hung 179, 184, 19w.  200, 204 

burnhig  of  store  of  Sturgis 171, 185,195,  199 

burning  of  house  of  J.  Aaron  Moore,  (colored) 178, 185, 199, 200 

burning  of  colored  church  at  Meridian 178,185,200,204 

diagram  of  court-room,  floor  at  Meridian 174 

armed  men  from  Aliwama  carried  colored  men  away  from  Meridian..  .170, 171,  200,201 

feeling  between  the  races 182,188, 195,202 

negroes  voting  democratic  ticket 190 

sentiment  of  people  toward  the  Government 193 

conoerning  Union  Leagues 178, 187 

White  Rose,  the  society  of  the 477,501 

Whitfield,  Alfred,  whipping  of 269,270,844.846,902,917 

Whitfield,  Henry  B..  letter  of,  to  Dr.  Matt  Clay 605,006 

Humphries^s  opinion  of  the  character  of ". 1051, 1062, 1067, 1068 

Walburg^s  opinion  of  the  characfer  of,  and  relative  to  his  business  afl^irs 1110-1112 

Morton's  opinion  of  the  character  of 1112-1115 

Lyon's.-.. 1115-1125 

Cason'fl 1130-1133 

Matthews's 1175-1180 

Harrison's 1180-1183 

WHITFIELD,  HENRY  B..  testimony  of 416-453 

resident  of  Columbus  since  February,  1H39;  native  of  Georgia,  and  son  of 

Ex-Governor  Whitfield;  mayor  of  Columbus 4I6 

lawyer  by  profession - 417 

member  of  ooard  of  school  directors  of  Lowndee  County 418, 443 

disguised  men,  operations  of  bands  of 417, 430, 435, 438, 439 

disguised  me|i,  colored  men  whipped  and  killed  by 426, 434 

disguised  men,  colored  men  intimidated  by 427,442,453 

killing  of Mason,  (colored) 423 

killing  of  Dick  Malone,  (colored) 426 

killing  of Triplett,  (colored) 432,43? 
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WHITFIELD,  HENBT  B. .  testimon/of— ConOnaea. 

kiHini^  of  Jack  Dapree,  (colored) 435 

killing  of  Aleck  Pa«,  (colored) 435 

hanging  4^  Joe  BUoKSBiith,  (colored) 424 

whipping  of  James  Hicks,  (cx>lored) 417,445 

whippiDgof Harston,  (colored) 423 

whipping  of  Joe  Allen,  (colored) 424 

whipping  of  Isham  Lowrj,  (colored) ^....  425 

whipping  of  Moaes  Bice,  (colored) ; 436 

whipping  of  Abraham ,  (colored) t. 436 

whipping  of  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins «. 490,435 

whipping  of  Cornelius  McBride 437 

whipping  of  two  men  in  Colambus 419 

attack  on  Colonel  Floomoyi. 437 

threats  against  H.  W.  Fanner,  teacher 418,444 

driTingaway  of  Rev.  Mr.  McLachlan 436 

school  system,  school-tax,  &c 422,  443,446,  447,  448,  452 

school-teachers  ordered  to  stop  teaching 420,421,422,446 

circular  of  school  superintenaent  of  Lowndes  County 453i--459 

trials  of  Ku-Klux  at  Oxford 437, 444,  449 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  8, 1871. 
B.  B.  EGOLESTON  sworn  and  examiued. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QumHon,  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  lif^e  t 

Answer,  I  live  in  Columbos,  Mississippi. 

QmeBUon.  How  long  have  yon  lived  in  tiiat  State  t 

Anmoer,  I  went  there  in  December,  1865. 

Qme8Uon>  What  public  position,  if  any,  do  you  ooonpy  there  t 

Answer.  I  am  assessor  of  internal  revenue  at  this  time. 

QtnutUm,  In  what  parts  of  the  State  do  your  duties  require  you  to  go  t 

Anmoer,  My  duties  do  not  take  me  away  fix)m  my  office  really ;  my  district  extends 
over  about  one-third  of  the  State.  The  revenue  is  assessed  by  assistants  under  me,  and 
they  report  to  my  office. 

QuegUon,  Are  you,  through  your  assistants,  in  communication  with  that  part  of  the 
BM&  comprised  in  your  district  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

i^wBsHon,  Please  go  on  and  state  to  the  committee  any  facts  within  your  knowledge, 
or  Uiat  have  come  to  your  knowledge  through  those  sources,  tending  to  show  the  exist- 
ence of  any  organization  intended  to  interfere  with  person  and  property,  or  with  the 
£ree  expression  of  opinion. 

Answer,  Personally  I  know  nothing  about  any  outrages  being  committed  in  Missis- 
sippi, nor  of  any  organization  of  any  kind.  All  I  know  is  from  hearsay  and  from  re- 
ports. I  am  satisfi^  in  my  own  mind  that  there  are  organizations  or  that  there  is 
an  organization  existing  in  the  State,  even  in  the  county  in  which  I  live.  Its  object 
is  to  carry  their  ends  in  political  matters,  I  think ;  that  is  my  opinion. ' 

Queetkm,  What  are  the  facts  which  have  brought  you  to  that  conclusion  t 

Answer,  Reports  of  outrages  being  committed. 

Question.  In  what  manner  have  those  reports  reached  you  t 

Answer*  From  conversation  with  different  parties,  and  from  seeing  accounts  of  them 
published  in  the  papers. 

QmeslUm,  What  offenses  of  that  character  have  become  known  to  you  either  from 
eooTersation  with  the  parties  themselves,  or  from  any  information  upon  which  you 
rely  as  credible,  and  from  which  you  can  give  us  a  statement  of  the  general  condition 
<^  tilings  existing  there  f 

Answer,  There  have  been  some  persons  whipped  in  the  country ;  at  least  I  have  been 
tdldso. 

QuestUm,  Have  the  persons  themselves  who  have  been  the  sufferers  told  you  so  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  any  person  who  has  been  molested  by  them  has  told 
me  so.  There  was  a  colored  man  who  gave  me  an  account  of  a  party  who  were  wker 
him  one  night,  but  they  did  not  hurt  him  because  he  got  away. 

Q^est4on,  How  recent  was  that  occurrence  t 

Answer,  That  occurred,  I  should  think,  three  months  a^. 

Question.  What  did  he  say  in  reference  to  the  manner  in  which  he  was  pursued,  and 
the  character  of  the  persons  who  pursued  him  t 

Asuwer,  He  said  that  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  on  the  road,  and  he  heard 
his  name  spoken,  and  upon  that  he  got  away.  The  same  party,  or  it  was  supposed  to 
be  the  same  party,  visited  some  quarters  near  where  he  uvea,  and  whipped  two  or 
three  persons,  I  believe ;  two,  I  think  it  was. 

QuesiAon,  At  that  same  time  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  this  colored  man  a  leader  among  the  colored  people  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  he  was. 
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Question,  Did  he  sustain  any  relations  that  made  him  obnoxious  to  the  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that.  I  m^t  him  on  Mr.  Lewis's  plantation,  where  he  had 
formerly  lived.  He  came  over  tbere  and  reported  the  fact  to  Mr.  Lewis.  Mr.  Lewis 
was  a  northern  man ;  he  came  there  and  reported  the  fact  to  him,  and  I  heard  the  re- 
port   That  is  the  way  I  came  to  know  about  it. 

Queetion,  Was  tbat  the  only  person  who  has  been  visited  by  these  persons  in  disgoise 
with  whom  you  have  had  any  conversation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  only  one  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  To  the  extent  of  your  knowledge,  are  persons  at  liberty,  in  the  district  in 
which  yon  dischar^  your  duties  as  assessor,  to  express  freely  and  without  molestation 
their  political  sentiments  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  are  at  this  time ;  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tbere  is  no  hinderauce  ? 

Aftswer,  I  never  have  beard  of  any  j  nobody  has  ever  said  anything  to  me.  My 
assistants  have  never  been  interfered  with  in  the  discharge  of  their  duties  in  any  way. 

Question,  Can  the  laws  be,  and  are  they,  executed  through  that  portion  of  the  State 
with  which  you  are  acquainted  f 

Anstcer,  I  believe  they  are. 

Question.  And  do  you  believe  that  life,  person,  and  property  are  secure  within  that 
district  under  the  administration  of  justice  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  a  man  goes  quietly  about  his  business,  and  does  not  talk  politics, 
&c.,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  danger.  A  man  may  be  in  danger  by  talking  politics 
and  making  himself  obnoxious  to  those  people. 

Question,  Suppose  he  talks  politics  in  the  ordinary  way  of  expressing  his  opinions, 
does  that  bring  upon  bim  any  hostility  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  would ;  not  at  this  time. 

Question.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  you  believe  men  of  both  political  parties  are 
at  liberty  to  talk  freely  about  political  questions,  and  will  incur  no  danger  by  doing  eo. 

Answer.  At  this  time;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  it  been  so  for  the  past  two  years  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  it  has.  During  our  canvasses  and  campaigns  there 
the  people  become  very  much  excited ;  and  I  think  tbere  have  been  times  there  when 
a  man  was  in  danger  if  be  expressed  himself  very  freely. 

Question,  Does  t-uat  remaric  apply  to  men  of  both  political  parties,  or  only  to  tboee  of 
one  political  party  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  it  applies  to  oj^e. 

Question.  Which  one  f 

Answer,  1  have  never  heard  of  any  threats  from  the  republican  party.  I  have  heard 
them  from  tbe  other.  ^ 

Question.  Tlireats  on  what  ground  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  tbat  tbe  lea&rs  of  the  republican  party  are  objectionable  to  the  peo- 
ple there.  I  frequently  hear  the  remark  on  the  street  in  our  city  that  as  soon  as  thev 
get  power  tbey  intend' to  clean  out  all  such  meil  as  myself  and  those  of  that  stripe.  I 
frequently  hear  tbat  remark.  No  person  says  anything  to  me  specially  about  it.  They 
all  treat  me  kindly. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  remark  as  applying  simply  to  the  exercise  of  their 
political  power,  or  to  the  exercise  of  violent  means  7 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  more  for  political  effect  tbat  they  talk  that  way  than  anything 
else.  Tbey  intend  it  to  have  the  effect  of  causing  people  to  keep  quiet  and  allowing 
them  to  go  on. 

Question,  What  are  tbe  facts  upon  which  you  base  your  belief  as  to  tbe  existence  of 
a  secret  organization  there  ? 

Answer.  As  I  bave  said  before,  from  what  I  have  heard  about  their  being  seen ;  and 
some  of  tbem  bave  been  taken.  In  the  case  where  they  visited  Lieutenant  Colons 
Powers's  place,  one  of  them  was  killed.  The  place  of  Colonel  Powers,  lieutenant-gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  was  vibit-ed  by  them  a  month  or  six  weeks  ago,  and  in  the  t&stj 
one  of  tbem  was  killed ;  so  the  colonel  told  me. 

Question.  Were  those  who  went  masked  f 

Ansuxr,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  one  of  the  persons  who  were  masked  that  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Tbey  did  not  hurt  anybody  on  tbe  plantation :  they  got  up  a  par- 
ley, and  while  tbe  parley  was  going  on  one  of  the  party  was  killed,  and  they  then  dis- 
persed. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  did  tbey  visit  that  plantation  t 

Answer.  Tbey  said  they  wanted  a  young  man  who  was  overseer  on  the  place. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  by  reputation. 

Question.  Was  Colonel  rowers  there  at  the  time  the  visit  occurred  f 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  on  his  other  plantation  when  it  oconrred,  and  went  oyer 
there ;  and  from  there  catte  to  oar  place,  and  I  was  talking  with  him  about  it. 

QmestUm,  Then  yon  have  no  personal  loiowledge  upon  that  subject,  and  have  had  no 
conversation  with  any  other  person  than  the  one  you  have  named  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QnesUon,  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  encountered  in  executing  the  internal  revenue 
laws  in  the  district  t 

Answer,  None  at  all ;  no  trouble  whatever  in  that  respect. 

Question,  How  much  of  the  State  does  your  district  embrace  t 

Answer,  About  one-third  of  the  State. 

Questkm.  Can  you  name  the  counties  embraced  in  your  district  t 

Answer.  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Choctaw,  Carroll,  Holmes,  Attala,  Leake,  Winston,  Nox- 
ubee, Kemper,  Neshoba,  Lauderdale,  Newton,  Clark,  Jasper,  Smith,  Scott,  Ri(nkin, 
Madison,  Hinds,  Warren,  Tazoo,  Issaquena,  and  Washington ;  twenty-four  counties  in 
alL  It  is  a  little  over  a  third  of  the  State,  running  fh)m  east, to  west  right  through  the 
■liddle  of  the  State.  The  State  is  divided  into  three  districts,  and  mine  is  the  middle 
district }  the  Vicksburg  district. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Where  did  these  troubles  occur  of  which  yon  heard  f 

Asiswer,  The  one  at  Colonel  Powers's  place  was  in  Winston  County ;  the  other  was 
Just  in  the  edge  of  Noxubee,  close  to  Lowndes  County,  in  the  nortiliwest  comer  of  Nox- 
ubee County. 

Quettion,  On  the  Alabama  line  f 

Answer.  Lowndes  County  is  on  the  Alabama  line,  but  the  occurrence  took  place  in 
the  northwest  comer  of  Noxubee  County,  which  is  also  a  border  county. 

Question,  Which  one  occurred  there  ? 

Answer.  The  one  the  colored  boy  told  me  about.* 

Question.  Where  was  the  attack  on  the  plantation  f 

Answer,  That  was  in  Winston  County,  a  little  southwest  of  Noxubee 

Question,  In  which  county  do  you  live  ? 

Answer.  I  live  at  Columbus,  in  Lowndes  County. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  these  organizations  in  other  counties  of  your  district  t 

Amewer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  them  in  different  counties. 

Question,  In  about  how  many  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  them  in  a  number  of  instfuices.  You  are,  doubtless^  aware 
of  the  occurrence  which  took  place  in  Pontotoc  County. 

Question,  What  was  that  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  it  from  newspaper  report  only.  Some  disguised  men  went  in 
there  after  Colonel  Floumoy,  and  he  shot  one  of  them. 

Question,  That  is  not  in  your  district  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  is  in  the  third  district ;  the  northern  district,  toward  the  Ten- 
nessee bne. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  of  these  organizations  in  the  Mississippi  River 
eounties  of  your  district  f  * 

Ansufsr,  No,  sir,  I  have  not. 

Quoftion,  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  western  part  of  your  district  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  They  seem,  then,  to  be  in  the  eastern  part,  so  far  as  you  know  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  so  £ar  as  I  know. 

QjuesOon.  Have  you  heard  of  their  appearance  in  the  lower  district  9f  the  State  of 
MiMissippit 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  About  when  did  these  occurrences  begin  to  take  place  there  f 

Answer.  1  hardly  know :  I  have  given  the  time  of  the  two  transactions  of  which  I 
have  heard.  I  have  myself  received  a  number  of  anonymous  letters,  purporting  to  come 
from  this  klan ;  I  received  a  number  of  them  two  years  a>go,  giving  me  so  many  days 
in  which  to  wind  up  my  business  and  quit  the  State,  but  I  never  paid  any  attention  to 
them,  and  nobody  ever  troubled  me. 

QuesHon,  You  were  somewhat  prominent  in  the  affairs  of  the  State  at  first  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  for  a  little  while. 

Question,  Were  you  the  republican  candidate  for  governor  i^re  at  the  first  election  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

rtion.  Where  did  you  live  before  you  went  to  Mississippi  in  December,  1865  ? 
7er,  In  Ohio. 
Question.  In  Pickaway  County  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qneation,  Were  you  in  the  Army  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  desire  to  correct  the  statement  I  made ;  I  was  not  living  in  Pick- 
away County. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qnestian.  I  have  heard  so. 

Anstoer.  I  lived  there  at  the  commencement  of  the  war.  When  I  went  into  the  Army 
my  £Am11y  moved  up  into  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  so  that  my  children  could  go 
to  school  there,  and  there  they  remain^  during  the  war.  When  the  war  closed  I  went 
to  Mississippi,  and  my  family  followed  me  from  northern  Ohio;  consequently  I  was  not 
living  in  rickaway  Cfounty  at  the  time  I  went  to  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QveaWm,  You  retained  your  legal  residence  in  Ohio  during  the  wart 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queetian.  But  you  never  happened  to  live  there  after  you  went  into  tihe  Army  t 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Q^e8tion.  Did  you  say  there  was  an  4)rganization  in  Mississippi  of  men  who  were  in 
the  habit  of  going  about  in  disgiyse  f 

Answer.  I  believe  there  is ;  I  do  not  know  that  to  be  the  fact. 

Question.  Have  they  been  in  the  habit  of  parading,  in  disguise,  about  your  district 
ibr  the  last  twelve  months? 

Answer.  It  is  so  reported ;  I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  Is  it  denied  f  ' 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  is. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  their  committing  such  outrages  as  whippings  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  it  frequently. 

Question.  Are  these  acts  denied  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are. 

Question.  Upon  what  class  of  persons  are  these  outrages  committed  f 

Ansufer.  Generally  upon  freedmen. 

Quesli^m.  Is  there  a  condition  of  terrorism  upon  the  part  of  freedmen  and  others^  pro- 
duced by  these  occurrences  ? 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say. 

Question.  Do  you  nave  any  decided  opinions  as  to  the  purpose  of  this  organization  t 

Answer.  I  believe  it  is  political. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  political  t 

Answer.  I  mean  that  they  intend  to  use  it  for  political  purposes. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  party  purposes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  give  that  as  my  opinion.    I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question,  To  advance  the  success  or  one  party  f 

Answer.  Yes ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  party  f 

Answer.  The  democratic  party,  I  think,  as  they  term  it  down  there. 

Question.  Have  outrages  been  committed  upon  any  others  than  republicans  f 

An8u>er.  I  have  not  heard  of  any.  There  were  two  men,  so  I  am  told,  whipped  in  our 
town,  or  near  to  it.  The  whipping  of  these  men  had  nothing  to  do  with  politics. 
They  were  two  men  there,  mechanics,  who  were  taken  up,  charged  with  trying  to  get 
tbeir  employer  to  go  out,  in  order  that  they  might  garrote  him  and  rob  him.  They 
were  put  in  jail,  tried,  and  acquitted.  The  next  night,  or  perhaps  a  night  or  two  after- 
.ward,  they  were  taken  out  and  severely  whipped ;  or,  that  is  the  report.  It  waa  the 
current  rumor  there  that  they  had  been  whippeKl,  and  the  men  left  the  country. 

Question.  You  say  you  do  not  think  that  was  connected  with  politics  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  it  was. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  main  part  of  these  offenses  are  of  a  political  character  f 

Amswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  convictions  of  persons  engaged  in  committing  theM 
offenses? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  the  laws  are  executed  and  have  been  in  that  district  of 
country,  you  mean  that  to  apply  to  offenses  other  than  those  of  this  character  t 

Answer.  I  think  the  law  can  be  executed,  if  you  can  find  any  persons  gmlty  of  theae 
offenses.    I  think  they  can  be  arrested  and  tried,  without  any  trouble. 

Question.  The  difficulty  is  in  findmg  out  the  parties  f 
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Jmwer,  If  there  is  an  organization  of  that  kind  existing  yoa  cainnot  find  ont  the 
parties. 

QuesUan,  Whyt 

Answer.  If  eight  or  ten  men  disguise  -themselves  and  commit  a  depredation  in  the 
night  time,  and  then  go  home  and  throw  off  their  disguises,  and  nobody  knows  them,  I 
do  not  see  how  yon  woold  ever  reaoh  such  men. 

(luesHon.  I  confess  it  would  require  an  extraordinary  exertion  to  reach  them.  Has 
that  exertion  been  made  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

(luesHon.  Have  any  efforts  been  made  by  the  authorities  to  reaoh  them  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qtustian,  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  community  in  regard  to  these  offenses  f  HaTO 
there  been  any  public  meetings  held  denouncing  themf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

(Question.  Have  you  heard  any  persons  denounce  them;  or  have  you  seen  any 
denunciations  in  the  public  press  oi  that  locality  t 

AnswifT.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  in  our  locality. 

QutxHon.  Suppose  the  leading  white  citizens  of  the  county — who,  I  suppose,  are 
principally  democrats,  are  they  not 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  majority  of  the  white  people  are  democrats. 

OmesHon,  Suppose  the  leading  white  citizens  should  set  their  faces  against  this  thing, 
and  endeavor  to  suppress  it,  do  you  think  they  would  be  successful  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  public  there  could  put  down  anything  of  that  kind. 

Qnestum,  Could  the  republicans  do  it  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think  they  could.  , 

Question.  You  think  that  the  other  party  might,  by  publicly  ei^ressing  their  oott- 
demnation  of  such  proceedings  f 

Answer.  If  such  an  orffanization  exists — I  do  not  say  that  it  does,  for  I  do  not  know, 
although  in  my  opinion  it  does — if  it  exists,  I  do  not  think  it  extends  to  more  than  one 
political  party ;  K>r  I  have  been  pretty  familiar  with  the  republican  party,  and  am  sat- 
isfied that  there  is  no  such  organization  in  that  party.  If  there  was,  I  think  I  would 
know  of  it,  and  I  know  of  no  such  organization  in  the  piffty. 

Qmesiwn.  Have  these  operations  had  the  effect  of  deterring  voters  from  voting  at  your 
elections  f 

Anstcer.  1  think  that  is  the  object  of  it 

Question.  To  intimidate  men  and  keep  them  away  from  the  polls  f  Has  it  had  that 
effect  in  any  of  ypur  elections  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  has  had  any  such  effect  yet  in  our  State. 

By  Mr.  Stbvknson: 

QuestUm.  Have  there  been  any  elections  there  since  you  heard  of  this  organization  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  an  election  there  last  year,  and  this  organization  was  said 
to  exist  in  our  State  two  years  ago.  I  received  anonymous  letters,  signed  '^  K.  K.  K," 
two  years  ago  in  the  State. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  of  these  visitations  then  f 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  So  you  cannot  yet  judge  what  would  be  the  effect  of  those  visitations 
upon  the  electi<|nst 

Anmter.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  There  have  been  no  elections  since  they  commenced  these  outrages  t 
Answer.  No,  sir,  not  since  then. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Anybody  might  have  sent  you  these  notices  whether  such  an  organization 
existed  or  not  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  anybody  might  have  sent  them  to  plague  me. 

QuesMon.  They  were  not  lollowed  up  by  anything  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  went  on  and  attended  to  my  business  just  as  though  I  had  not 
reoeived  them  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Bad  republicans  might  send  such  papers,  in  order  to  give  the  idea  that 
there  was  such  an  organization  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  tlmt  might  be  the  case ;  and  some  friend  might  have  sent  them 
tnst  to  plague  me. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  What  rank  did  you  have  in  the  Army  f 
Anstcer.  I  held  different  ranks. 
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QtiesiUm.  Ton  began  as  captain  t 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  rank  bad  yon  wben  you  left  tbe  Army  f 

Answer.  Brigadier  general. 

QuesUon.  Orcavalryt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  TRuafi*: 

Qneetion.  Have  yon  had  Union  Leagues  organized  through  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiian.  Headed  by  white  men  t 

Answer.  In  some  instances  I  think  they  were ;  in  some  they  were  not. 

Question.  Did  they  extend  pretty  generally  over  the  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  general  over  the  State. 

QueeUon.  How  long  ago  did  they  exist  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  organized  in  1867,  probably. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Did  you  belong  to  that  league  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  live  f 

Answer.  I  live  in  Natchez. 

Question.  How  lon^  have  you  resided  there,  or  in  the  State  t 

Answer.  I  have  resided  in  the  State  since  November,  1867. 

Question.  Have  you  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  now. 

Questien.  A  member  of  the  house  or  of  the  senate  f 

Answer.  Of  the  house. 

Question.  State  whether,  as  such  member,  it  became  your  duty  to  make  any  investi- 
gation into  the  riot  which  occurred  at  Meridian ;  and,  if  so,  in  what  capacity  you 
acted. 

Answer.  I  was  appointed  ^  member  of  the  house  committee  to  make  the  investiga- 
tion of  the  riot  that  occurred  there  in  March  last,  and  was  elected  by  the  members  of 
the  committee  as  chairman  of  the  joint  committee ;  in  that  capacity  I  acted  during  the 
investigation. 

Question.  Proceed  to  state  as  briefly  as  you  can  the  general  fEMsts  that  were  developed 
before  that  committJbe. 

Answer.  The  facts,  as  the^  were  developed,  according  to  my  understanding  of  them, 
i/howed  that  the  causes  which  led  to  the  riot  grew  out  of  the  fact  that  certain  parties 
were  in  the  habit  of  coming  in  there  from  Alsibama.  It  was  also  developed  in  the  in- 
vestigation that  certain  parties  living  in  Meridian,  and  in  that  vicinity,  sympathized 
with  those  parties,  and  perhaps  were  aware  of  the  time  when  they  were  coming  in 
there,  and  the  purpose  ror  which  they  were  coming.  This  knowledge,  I  think,  was 
confined  to  a  limited  number ;  it  was  not  generally  known  or  understood,  I  think^  by 
the  citizens  of  Meridian  that  those  parties  were  coming  in  for  the  purpose  of  commit- 
ting outrages.  But  they  had  sympathizers  there,  those  who  gave  information  to  them 
ana  aided  them  in  their  operations ;  at  least  that  appeared  to  be  developed  by  the  tes- 
timony before  the  committee. 

Question.  In  what  manner  did  they  come  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  On  the  trains  which  came  from  there ;  for  instance,  they  would  come  in  the 
evening,  perhaps  about  11  o'clock,  and  would  leave  on  the  return  trains,  about  3  o'clock 
iu  the  morning.  On  two  or  three  occasions,  however,  they  came  in  and  remained 
there  over  one  day.  At  the  time  when  they  came  in  and  carried  back  with  them  some 
colored  men,  they  were  there  during  the  entire  day;  they  came  in  the  morning, 
remained  all  day,  and  went  off  at  night  iu  the  train,  taking  three  persons  whom  they 
claimed  to  have  arrested  by  authority.  It  was  shown  by  Sie  investigation  that  there 
was  no  proper  authority  for  arresting  those  persons.  They  were  taken  off  to  Alabama, 
and  nothing  has  been  heard  of  them  since ;  we  were  unable  to  elicit  any  information 
with  regard  to  them. 

Question.  Did  those  persons  coming  from  Alabama  to  Meridian  assume  any  disguise, 
or  were  they  in  their  ordinary  apparel  t 

Answer.  They  were  in  their  ordinary  apparel.    We  made  every  effort  we  could  to 
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amertain  the  names  of  the  parties,  and  we  did  succeed  in  obtaining  the  names  of  those 
who  appeared  to  be  the  leaders.  The  immediate  canse  which  led  to  the  riot  in  Me- 
ridian, as  represented  by  parties  who  appeared  to  be  in  symapthy  with  the  riot,  grew 
out  of  the  fact  that  there  was  a  meeting  held,  on  the  Saturday  before  the  riot  occurred, 
by  the  colored  citizens  of  Meridian.  Different  representations  were  made  relative  to 
the  conduct  of  the  parties  who  participated  in  the  meeting.  Some  said  that  incendiary 
speeches  were  made  by  colored  people  on  that  occasion ;  others  state  that  no  improper 
language  was  used.  From  all  the  information  that  we  could  get  we  found  that  state- 
ments were  made  to  the  colored  people,  that  if  they  could  not  in  any  other  way  prevent 
these  outrages  being  committed,  they  would  have  to  try  and  prevent  them  by  force  of 
arms ;  but  it  was  advised  that  they  should  not,  as  a  body,  attempt  any  such  thing,  bat  to 
do  so  in  connection  with  the  white  people  who  desired  to  maintain  peace  there  and  to 
prevent  these  raids  being  made  from.  Alabama.  On  Saturday  evening,  after  the  meeting 
was  held  by  these  colored  people,  there  was  a  fire  there  in  which  there  was  destroyed 
some  property  belonging  to  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Sturgis,  a  brother  of  Mayor 
Stores.  That  created  some  oonaiderable  excitement,  and  there  was  some  disturbance 
in  Meridian  on  that  Saturday  evening.  One  or  two  colored  men  were  arrested  and 
held  under  guard  over  Sunday.  On  Monday  another  meeting  was  held  by  the  white 
citizens  there,  for  the  ostensible  purpose,  as  they  reported  to  us,  of  making  representa- 
tions for  changes  in  the  offices  there,  particularly  in  the  one  held  by  Mayor  Sturgis. 
It  was  also  proven  before  our  committee  that  the  meeting  passed  a  resolution,  in  which 
they  requested  Mayor  Sturgis  to  vacate  his  office  as  mayor,  and  also  to  leave  the  place. 
It  was  also  proven  by  witnesses  who  gave  testimony,  that  it  was  talked  of  around 
town,  by  parties  who  participated  in  this  meeting,  that  there  was  ^oing  to  be  such  a 
meeting  for  the  purpose  of  getting  rid  of  Mayor  Sturgis,  and  ordenng  him  out  of  the 
place.  That  meeting  took  place  on  Monday,  perhaps  from  11  to  2  o'clock.  At  3 
o^clock  the  trial  came  on  of  the  colored  men  who  had  been  placed  under  arrest  for 
making  incendiary  speeches  on  the  Saturday  morning  before.  During  the  nrogress  of 
that  trial  the  riot  was  inaugurated  and  occurred,  and  three  men  were  kiUed  at  that 
time.  There  was  a  general  riot  and  disturbance  there,  and  verv  great  excitement 
throuffh  the  town  that  evening.  Three  other  men  were  arrested  and  placed  in  the 
care  m  the  sheriff;  it  was  not  proven  or  claimed  by  anybody  that  those  three  men 
had  committed  any  offense.  They  were  known  there  as  prominent  colored  men ;  that 
is  the  way  they  were  designated  before  the  committee.  In  fact,  one  of  them  went  to 
the  sheriff  and  asked  his  protection.  As  represented  by  parties  who  testified  before 
US,  they  were  placed  under  guard  for  their  protection.  They  remained  under  guard 
Monday  and  Tuesday.  On  Tuesday  night  they  were  taken  out  of  the  room  where 
they  were  under  guard,  carried  off  mto  the  woods,  and  murdered.  We  could  not  get 
any  statement  under  oath  as  to  who  murdered  these  men.  We  obtained  statements 
made  not  under  oath,  one  of  the  marshal  of  Meridian,.  Mr.  Patten,  in  which  he  said 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  Mr.  Reynolds,  of  Alabama,  was  the  leader  of  the  party  who 
took  these  men  out  and  killed  them. 

QueaHon,  What  part  of  Alabama  was  he  f^om  f 

Answer,  From  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  I  cannot  tell  his  post  office  address. 

Question,  You  say  you  obtained  statements  made  not  under  oath ;  why  did  you  not 
examine  men  under  oath  T 

Answer.  We  have  the  statement  which  he  made  under  oath,  but  he  would  not  make 
that  statement  under  oath ;  ho  gave  that  statement  before  the  committee  as  his  opin- 
ion, but  he  would  not  swear  to  it.  lie  said  that  this  man  Reynolds  came  to  him  after 
tiiese  men  had  been  taken  out  and  murdered,  and  told  him  where  he  would  find  them ; 
that  he  knew  they  were  there,  for  he  had  just  seen  them  there.  The  marshal  said  that 
he  took  some  men  and  went  out  there  and  found  the  bodies  as  Reynolds  represented  to 
him  he  would  find  them.  It  was  difficult  for  us  to  get  any  positive  testimony ;  in  fact 
we  could  not  get  any  under  oath,  as  to  who  did  any  of  the  killing.  Parties  would  say 
to  us,  not  under  oatn,  that  they  were  satisfied  they  knew  the  parties  who  were  instru- 
mental in  doing  the  killing  there. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

tesiUm*  Did  they  make  those  statements  while  on  the  Witness  stand,  or  afterwards, 
foret 
Answer.  When  on  the  witness  stand  they  would  not  say  they  knew  anything  about 
who  did  the  killing;  unofficially  they  said  they  did  know,  but  they  said  it  was  worth 
their  lives  to  state  what  they  faiew. 

Question,  Did  you  make  a  record  of  what  they  so  stated  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  record  was  made  and  published  of  what  they  said  under  oath, 
and  aJso  a  record  was  made  of  the  statements  they  made  not  under  oath,  which  record 
was  filed  with  the  governor. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesHon.  Did  yon  hear  those  statements  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  generally  made  to  me. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trubcp  : 

Qttesiian,  Were  those  statements  made  under  oath  sabmitted  to  the  legishttore  f 
Afuwer,  Yea,  sir. 
QuetHon,  And  printed  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  a  copy  of  them  with  yon  t 

Answer,  I  have  fhmished  the  chairman  of  this  committee  with  a  copy.  [See  appen- 
dix to  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  page  23.] 

By  the  Chairaian  : 

Qtt«8(t<m.  As  disclosed  before  the  committee,  what  was  the  general  purpose  of  the 
men  who  came  from  Alabama  f 

Answer,  They  claimed  that  there  were  some  colored  people  who  had  come  from  Ala- 
bama; that  the  men  they  arrested  and  carried  back  were  under  some  charges;  but  we 
could  not  get  any  statement  as  to  what  those  charges  were.  They  said  they  came  to 
aireet  them  and  carry  them  back  to  be  tried  for  offenses  they  had  committed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qtiestioii.  Was  it  ascertained  that  in  fact  they  were  originally  from  Alabama  f 
Answer.  Tes,  sir.    But  there  were  no  charges  sworn  to  against  them  that  we  could 
ascertain ;  and  we  could  not  ascertain  that  they  were  pl^^  on  triaL  when  carried 
back,  frx>m  the  fact  that  we  could  not  get  any  information  of  what  became  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qussiion,  How  many  colored  men  were  so  taken  f 

Answer,  Three. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  remember  their  names  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  the«r  names ;  I  have  their  names  recorded. 

Question,  Do  their  names  appear  in  the  testimony  in  this  pamphlet  f 

Answer,  I  think  not ;  perhaps  they  do,  but  I  am  not  certain.  A  Mr.  Price,  who  was 
superintendent  of  education  in  Meridian,  was  arrested  on  some  charge.  Some  men 
came  over  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  claiming  to  be  a  deputy  sberiffl  He  re- 
mained round  there,  as  he  said,  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrests ;  but  be  never  made 
any.  He  was  assaulted  one  night,  and  this  man  Price  was  accuse  of  being  the  leader 
of  the  party  who  assaulted  him.  When  the  trial  of  Price  came  on,  these  men  came 
from  Alabama,  as  they  said,  to  see  that  Justice  was  done,  and  that  the  man  was  prop- 
erly punished.  The  trial  was  to  be  before  the  mayor.  The  sheriff,  the  city  marshal, 
and  several  prominent  citizens  of  Meridian  went  to  the  mayor,  and  requested  that  he 
should  not  try  Price ;  they  said  they  thought  perhaps  the  charges  were  made  up 
against  him  ;  they  did  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  but  that  they  thought 
it  would  }ead  to  disturbance  if  the  trial  was  proceeded  with,  and  they  requested 
Price  to  leave  Meridian.  He  was  released  from  arrest,  and  left  Meridian,  and  never 
has  returned  there. 

Queaiion,  Do  you  say  Mr.  Price  was  superintendent  of  education  T 

Answer.  He  was  not  the  superintendent  of  education ;  in  that  I  was  mistaken ;  he  was 
the  principal  teacher  there. 

QuseUon,  He  was  charged  with  assailing  the  man  who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff 
frfWD  Alabama  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  We  made  an  investigation  of  that  matter,  and  found  that  the  man 
who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff  had  no  requisition  from  anybody,  and  no  official 
character  whatever. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Queeiion,  Was  it  ascertained  that  the  assault  was  made  on  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  waB  in  this  way :  They  went  to  where  he  was  at  night,  and 
ordered  him  to  leave  there,  and  it  was  shown  that  they  gave  him  some  rough  treatment ; 
knocked  him  down. 

Quistion,  Knocked  who  down  f 

Answer.  This  man  who  claimed  to  be  deputy  sheriff. 

QuesHon,  Who  else  was  with  this  teacher  f 

Answer,  It  was  not  proven  who  the  parties  were. 

Qneelion,  Were  his  companions  colored  or  white  T 

Answer.  This  man  claimed  that,  in  common  parlance,  they  were  Eu-Klux  in  disgiuM  ; 
he  oould  not  tell  whether  they  were  colored  or  not^  We  failed  to  get  any  positive  tes- 
timony as  to  whether  this  man  Price  was  one  of  the  parties  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 

Questisn.  He  was  not  tried  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QiiefUoii.  He  left  without  being  tried?  * 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  with  the  connivaiice  of  the  officers  ? 

Answer.  By  the  conseut  and  at  the  request  of  the  officers,  on  the  ground  that  they 
thought,  if  they  attempted  to  put  him  on  trial  in  Meridian  at  that  time,  while  these 
men  were  there  from  Alabama,  it  would  create  disturbance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuestUm.  Could  they  not  have  postponed  the  trial  t 

Answer.  They  released  him  from  arrest,  and  requested  him  to  leave. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  How  far  is  Meridian  from  the  Alabama  State  line. 

Answer.  Some  five  or  six  miles. 

QuesHon.  Is  this  Sumter  County  the  a^'oinins  county  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  immediately  adjoins  Lauderdale  County,  in  which  Meridian  is. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  How  many  ]^rsons  came  from  Alabama  to  Meridian  t 

Answer,  That  was  variously  estimated ;  all  the  way  firom  one  hundred  to  two  hun- 
dred and  fiftv.  You  will  find  in  the  testimony  there  statements  of  parties  that  as 
many  as  one  nundred  and  fifty-odd  came  over  at  one  time. 

Question.  Were  they  armed  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  stacked  their  arms  in  the  street. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  When  were  those  parties  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Prior  to  the  riot. 

Question,  Not  at  the  time  of  the  riot. 

Answer.  Some  ten  days  before  the  riot.  The  cause  of  the  meeting  which  led  to  the  riot, 
as  was  ascertained,  was  something  like  this :  A  committee  had  been  apjpointed  to  go 
to  Jackson  and  wait  upon  the  governor,  and  represent  to  him  the  condition  of  afiGairs. 
They  did  so,  and  when  they  returned  to  Meridian  they  called  a  meeting  for  the  purpose 
of  reporting  what  they  had  done,  and  what  the  governor  said. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  That  was  the  Saturday  night  meeting  to  which  you  have  referred  f 
Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  meeting  at  which  it  was  said  incendiary  speeches  were 
made. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Who  were  the  committee  f 

Answer.  One  was  a  man  named  Clopton,  sometimes  know  as  Dennis,  who  was  killed, 
and  Mother  was  named  Isaac  Badford^  and  another  was  named  Krizer. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Those  were  the  three  men  who  made  a  report  to  that  meeting  t 

Answer.  Yes  sir. 

Question,  Were  they  the  three  men  who  were  arrested  for  making  incendiary  speeches  t 

Answer,  One  of  them,  Clopton,  was  arrested.  Another  who  was  arrested  was  named 
Warren  Tyler,  a  school  teacher.  He  was  the  man,  I  think,  giving  testimony  at  the 
time  the  not  commenced. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  the  character  of  those  speeches  given  in  the  testimony  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  you  will  find  in  the  testimony  there  a  statement  of  one  man  who 
made  a  speech,  a  Mr.  Moore,  a  representative  from  that  county ;  he  ^ave  an  account 
of  his  speech.  Other  parties  also  stated  the  character  of  his  speech,  as  will  appear 
from  that  testimony.  It  is  also  stated  in  the  testimony  that  some  language  was  used 
by  those  men  which  was  not  judicious. 

Question,  Can  you  repeat  the  language  t 

Answer,  Not  exactly ;  but  it  was  stated  that  this  man  Tyler,  who  was  killed,  said 
that  if  they  could  not  have  peace  in  any  other  way,  they  would  have  to  do  as  the  In- 
dians had  done  there  on  a  former  occasion.  Some  time  before  that  an  Indian  was 
killed  in  Meridian,  in  a  drunken  brawl,  and  the  tribe  or  band  to  which  he  belonged 
came  back  and  killed  a  citizen  of  Meridian.  It  was  said  that  Tyler  referred  to  tmstt, 
and  said  that  if  they  could  not  have  peace  in  any  other  way,  they  would  have  to  at- 
tempt the  measures  then  adopted  by  tne  Indians,  and  for  every  one  of  their  men  who 
was  killed  or  carried  off,  do  the  same  to  the  people  there. 

Question.  Is  there  a  fiill  report  of  those  speeches  in  this  testimony  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  full  a  rd^ort  as  we  could  get. 


10  CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Will  you  give  us  a  brief  summary  of  what  was  developed  on  the  trial  that 
was  in  progress  when  the  riot  was  commenced — the  trial  of  the  three  persous  who 
were  arrested  for  making  incendiary  speeches  in  the  meeting  of  Saturday  f 

Answer,  They  were'  placed  upon  trial ;  Mr.  Bramlette  was  the  name  of  the  justice 

holding  the  investigation.    A  man  named was  testifying,  and  made  some 

statement  in  regard  to  a  conversation  that  had  occurred  upon  the  street,  between  him 
and  Mr.  Tyler;  after  he  had  g:ot  through  Tyler  asked  him  to  continue  on  the  witness 
stand  for  a  moment,  as  he  desired  to  call  two  witnesses  to  impeach  his  testimony.  As 
Tyler  said  that  this  man  picked  up  a  stick,  which  appeared  to  be  the  marshal's  cane — 
a  large  hickory  cane,  which  was  upon  the  table  before  the  justice  of  the  peace — and 
started  towards  him;  Tyler  started  back  and  began  to  step  backwards;  at  that  the 
firing  commenced.  It  will  appear  from  the  testimony  that  some  testified  that  Tyler 
fired  the  first  shot ;  others  testified  that  he  had  no  pistol.  We  could  not  ascertain  who 
fired  the  first  shot;  the  evidence  was  conflicting;  but  the  firing  commenced  at  that 
time,  and  Judge  Bramlette,  who  was  holding  court,  was  killed ;  Clopton,  who  was  one 
of  those  arrested  for  making  incendiary  speeches,  wim  wounded  and  thrown  from  the 
second-story  window,  and  carried  back  into  the  sheriffs  office;  his  throat  was  cut 
while  he  was  in  the  sheriff's  office. 

Question,  Does  that  appear  in  the  testimony  f 

Ansvoer,  You  will  find  it  in  the  testimony  given  by  the  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Poland  ; 

Question,  Was  his  throat  cut  the  same  day,  during  this  transaction  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  same  day,  immediately  during  the  time  of  the  riot.  Tyler  succeeded 
in  getting  away ;  the  trial  was  going  on  in  the  second  story  of  the  building,  and  he  got 
into  a  shop  some  two  or  three  hundred  yards  away.  He  was  found  there  and  killed 
by  a  posse  under  the  control  of  the  deputy  sheriff.  You  will  see  by  the  testimony  of 
tne  deputy  sheriff  that  he  considered  the  party  who  shot  this  man  as  acting  as  a  part 
of  his  posse.  Then  those  parties  that  I  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago  as  having  been 
killed  on  Tuesday  night  were  arrested,  one  wounded  on  the  streets,  and  placed  in  the 
hands  of  the  sheriff,  and  kept  under  guard  Mondav  night,  and  all  day  on  Tuesday ; 
and  on  Tuesday  night  they  were  taken  out  and  killed.  Moore,  the  representative  from 
that  county,  was  there  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  and  it  was  supposed  by  everybody  in 
the  court-house  that  he  had  been  killed  at  the  time  the  firing  commenced.  He  fell 
down  by  the  side  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the  body  of  the  judge  lying  partly  on  topof 
him.  After  the  court-house  was  cleared  he  got  out  and  went  off  into  the  woods.  His 
house,  among  others,  was  burned.  Three  or  four  parties  were  organized  and  went  in 
search  of  him  and  tried  to  find  him.  A  special  train  was  chartered  on  the  Meridian 
road,  and  a  party  sent  down  to  find  and  arrest  him,  but  he  succeeded  in  getting  away 
to  Jackson.  The  three  men  who  were  killed  were  killed  on  Tuesday  night.  On  Taes- 
day,  as  the  party  from  Alabama  was  going  back  to  Alabama,  they  shot  a  woman  ^boat 
six  luile^  out  from  Meridian,  on  a  plantation  there.  These  were  all  the  persons  who 
were  killed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queetion,  When  did  that  riot  occur  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  or  rather  my  recollection  is  that  the 
meeting  was  on  the  4th  of  March,  and  the  trial  occurred  on  the  6th. 

Questu>n.  Has  there  since  been  any  trial  of  those  persons  who  were  arrested  for 
making  incendiary  speeches  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  before  Judge  Leachman,  who  testifies  to  it.  They  were  tried,  and, 
with  other  parties,  bound  over  to  court.    A  man  by  the  name  of  Horn 

Question,  What  you  call  a  trial  was  only  an  examination  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  a  preliminary  examination. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  actual  trial  before  a  jury  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  this  in  March  last. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  my  recollection  is  that  the  trouble  commenced  on  the  4th  of  March, 
and  the  riot  occurred  on  the  6th. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qjuestion,  Have  the  parties  who  were  charged  with  beginning  the  riot  and  killing 
Clopton  been  also  arrested  and  bound  over  f 

Answer,  There  have  been  three  men  arrested  and  bound  over,  upon  no  specific  charge 
further  than  participating  in  the  riot ;  it  is  not  specified  that  they  were  implicated  in 
any  way  in  the  killiug  of  Clopton. 
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QuegiUm.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  cutting  the  throftt  of  this  maa  wbo  was 
earned  into  ih»  shmfi's  office  T 

Answer.  We  ooold  not  get  any  information  as  to  who  cnt  his  throat. 

QiiesHan.  There  has  been  no  nual  trial  of  any  of  these  parties  before  a  Jnry  t 

Ammcer,  There  has  not  been ;  it  is  probable,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  the  case  or 
not,  that  some  parties  from  Alabama  have  been  arrested  before  this  time.  Charges 
were  made  against  the  parties  who  appeared  to  have  been  prominent  in  the  trouble, 
which  charges  wore  filed  with  the  governor  of  the  Stat-e,  and  he  immediately  issued 
processes  for  their  arrest.  Whether lihey  have  been  arrested  or  not  I  cannot  say ;  they 
nad  not  been  when  I  left.  « 

QueUiatu  Was  this  occurrence  traced  to  any  political  excitement? 

Anmver.  It  grew  out  of  the  fact  of  these  nersons  coming  in  from  Alabama,  although 
it  appeared  by  statements,  not  imder  oath,  nowever,  but  which  we  recorded,  that  those 
partiee  were  acting  in  connection  with  parties  in  Meridian  for  the  purpose  of  intimi- 
oating  or  disposing  of  certain  parties  who  held  office  in  Meridian.  In  other  words, 
they  said  they  intended,  that  is,  the  parties  in  Meridian,  in  connection  with  those  who 
came  from  Alabama,  said  they  intended  to  make  it  so  hot  therefor  certain  office-holders 
that  they  could  not  remain  there.  The  one  most  objectionable  to  them  was  this  man 
Sturgis. 

Question,  Was  that  objection  founded  upon  anything  connected  with  the  discharge  of 
their  official  duties,  or  was  it  because  of  their  politico  sentiments  f 

Answer.  We  made  particular  inquiries  as  to  that,  but  we  could  not  get  any  person  to 
make  the  statement  that  they  had  been  derelict  in  any  way  in  the  discharge  of  their 
official  duties.  The  statement  was  that  they  were  obnoxious  on  account  of  their 
politics. 

Question.  What  was  their  politics  f 

Ansicer.  They  were  republican,  all  of  them.    The  particular  char^  against  Mr.  Stur- 

§is  was,  that  he  associated  too  much  with  the  colored  people  in  Meridian,  and  attended 
tieir  meetings,  as  they  claimed,  with  a  view  to  create  disturbance  between  the  whites 
and  the  colored  people  there.  But  we  could  not  get  any  parties  to  make  any  specific 
charge  against  any  officer  in  Meridian.  It  appears  that  the  grand  jury  reported  a  sort 
of  general  charge  against  the  board  of  supervisors  of  that  county,  but  that  occurred 
jKMBe  year  or  two  before.  I  believe  several  persons — three,  I  believe — had  been  killed 
there  about  a  year  before  that ;  one  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  one 
was  the  overseer  of  the  roads.    Tou  will  find  that  stated  in  the  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  those  persons  T 

Answer.  They  were  republicans. 

Question.  Does  this  pamphlet  embrace  the  testimony  taken  before  your  committee  f 

Answer.  In  regard  to  the  killing  of  the  parties  T 

Question.  In  regard  to  the  riot  at  Meridian. 

Answer.  It  presents  all  the  testimony  taken  under  oath ;  it  does  not  present  the  state- 
ments which  were  made  not  under  oath. 

Question.  Tou  have  made  frequent  use  of  the  expression  that  persons  made  statements 
to  yqa  **  not  under  oath."  Do  you  mban  by  that  that  they  had  not  been  sworn  at  the 
time  they  made  those  statements,  or  were  the  statements  made  at  some  other  time  t 

Answer.  I  will  explain  that.  Some  statements  were  made  prior  to  the  statements 
which  were  made  under  oath  by  some  persons  whose  testimony  you  will  find  in  that 
pamphlet.  They  would  come  to  my  room  and  state  to  me  certain  facts  which,  as  they 
represented,  were  known  to  them ;  but  they  said  to  me  that  they  could  not  give  those 
statements  under  oath  before  the  committeie,  as  what  was  given  before  the  committee 
would  be  made  public. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  you  take  those  private  statements  down  in  writing  t 

Ansteer.  I  took  them  down. 

Question.  Did  the  parties  know  that  you  were  taking  them  down  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  two  or  three  members  of  the  committee  and  myself  would  prepare 
a  statement  of  what  they  said.  But  when  we  would  question  them  on  those  very  same 
points  while  they  were  unde^  oath  we  could  not  get  tnem  to  testify. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  They  simply  refrised  to  testify  T 

AMSwer.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  refrise  exactly,  but  gave  evasive  answers. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

(fwsstion.  Did  they  at  any  time  know  that  you  had  reduced  their  statements  to 
writing? 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  did. 
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By  the  Orairmak: 

QuesHon,  Are  those  statements  which  were  made  to  yon  and  to  yoor  fellow-members 
of  the  committee  reduced  to  writing  by  yon,  and  which  you  say  yon  submitted  to  the 
legislature,  embraced  in  this  printed  copy  of  testimony  f 

Answer,  x^o,  sir ;  they  were  not  made  under  oath,  and  are  not  embraced  in  this  copy. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QneetUm.  Who  were  the  members  of  that  committee  t 

Anatcer,  On  the  part  of  the  senate  were  Messrs.  Caldwell^  Gibbs^  and  Stone ;  on  the  part 
of  the  house,  Messrs.  French,  Foote,  Sessions,  Hemminf^ay,  and  Willing. 

Question,  Did  all  those  members  attend  this  examination  T 

Answer.  All,  with  the  exception  of  Mr.  Foote. 

QuesUon,  He  did  not  attend  the  examination  f 

Answer,  He  attended  at  the  meetings  of  the  committee  in  Jackson,  but  did  not  go  to 
Meridian. 

Question,  What  is  the  politics  of  the  members  of  that  committee  T 

Answer.  Of  the  senate,  Mr.  Stone  is  a  democrat,  and  Mr.  Gibbs  and  Mr.  Caldwell  re- 
publicans ;  of  the  house,  Mr.  Sessions  and  Mr.  Hemmingway  are  democrats,  and  the 
other  three  members  are  republicans. 

Question,  Were  any  of  those  democrats  present  when  you  say  these  private  statements 
were  made  to  you  T 

Answer,  Mr.  Hemmingway  was  present  at  one  time  when  some  of  them  were  made ; 
he  was  the  only  one  who  was  present.  The  democratic  members,  however,  took  state- 
ments in  the  same  way  in  private  as  we  did. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Q^estion,  Of  each  and  every  witness  f  * 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  of  certain  parties  who  testified. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 

Question,  This  pamphlet  contains  merely  the  testimony,  without  any  report,  I  believe  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  at  the  time  this  was  printed  the  report  had  not  been  made.  We 
were  trying  to  get  some  testimony  which  we  failed  to  get ;  we  got  as  much  as  we  could 
np  to  the  close  of  the  session,  ana  on  the  last  day  of  the  session  we  made  our  report. 

QuesHon,  Where  is  that  report  f  | 

Answer.  It  was  in  the  hands  of  the  printer  when  I  left  Jackson. 

Question.  It  has  not  been  printed  f 

Anstoer.  It  has  by  this  time,  I  suppose.  The  report  simply  states  that  the  committee 
proceeded  to  Meridian,  and  made  the  investigation,  and  uiat  they  submit  as  their  re- 
port the  testimony  taken  before  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  counter  report  T 

Answer.  There  was  no  report  of  the  opinion  of  the  committee ;  the  report  was  merely 
the  testimony  taken  by  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  The  legislature  took  no  action  on  it  f 

Answer,  None,  further  than  to  discharge  the  committee,  and  order  the  report  to  be 
printed. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  1  understand  you  to  say  that  the  reason  given  by  those  persons  for  not  tes- 
tifying to  what  they  had  stated  privately  to  some  members  of  the  committee  was  that 
they  were  in  fear  T 

Answer.  That  they  were  in  fear ;  some  of  them  had  been  warned  that  if  they  told 
before  the  committee  what  they  knew  they  would  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trxjmp  : 

Question.  Did  they  swear  to  that,  or  was  that  a  statement? 

Answer.  It  was  a  statement  made  by  them. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  those  witnesses  in  that  community  for  intelli- 
gence and  standing  f 

Answer.  It  was  good. 

Question,  Were  they  white  or  black  T 

Answer.  Some  were  white,  and  some  were  black.  I  will  give  you  the  names  of  some 
of  them,  so  that  you  can  call  them  if  you  desire.  You  will  find  the  testimony  of  some 
in  this  pamphlet.    One  was  named  Knzer. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 
Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  was  Krizer  t 
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Awvaer,  He  was  a  colored  mail,  and  a  member  of  the  board  of  sapervisors  at  the 
time  one  other  member  was  killed.  He  was  shot  at  the  time  aiid  wounded,  and  lost 
one  arm. 

(jHUSB^ifm.  Was  he  a  man  of  good  character  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  employed  as  depnty  sheriff. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QueaiUm,  Was  he  one  of  those  who  declined  to  state  all  they  knew  for  the  reasons 
yon  have  gjren  T 
Jiwipcr.  Yes,  sir.. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QiUBtion.  Who  was  the  next  one  f 

Answer.  T.  J.  Pelton. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  t  * 

Anewer.  He  has  been  acting  as  a  member  of  the  police  there;  a  white  man.  It  is 
stated  in  some  part  of  the  testimony  that  he  is  not  of  good  repute.  He  said  himself 
that  he  was  odious  in  the  community ;  but  nobody  made  any  charge  against  him  of 
dishonesty,  or  being  riotous  or  disorderly,  or  anything  of  the  kind;  but  that  he  was 
odious  to  the  community. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qneetion.  That  was  his  general  reputation  t 

Aneteer.  ^o,  sir ;  not  his  general  reputation ;  some  said  that  he  was  a  good  citizen, 
and  others  that  he  was  odious. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Queetum.  Did  he  state  why  he  was  odious  T 

Answer.  He  said  he  knew  of  no  reason  except  his  politics. 

Question.  What  were  his  politics  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  repubbcan. 

Question.  Go  through  with  all  the  names  in  that  way. 

Answer.  Heury  Mason  is  the  next,  a  colored  man,  wno  drives  a  dray.  He  said  if  he 
testified  to  what  he  knew,  it  would  not  only  break  up  his  business,  but  it  would  cost 
him  his  life ;  that  he  had  been  so  warned. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Bight  there ;  what  were  the  things  which  these  men  said  in  their  state- 
ments they  knew  f 
Answer.  What  they  had  actually  seen. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Thin^  they  would  not  testify  to  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  great  many  colored  people,  I  suppose  two  hundred,  have  left 
there  since  the  riot. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trubjp  : 

Question.  I  thought  the  point  to  which  you  directed  your  statement  was,  that  you 
understood  from  these  statements  that  the  object  of  the  men  coming  from  Alabama 
was  a  political  object  f 

Ansu)er.  I  would  only  state  in  regard  to  that  what  was  stated  before  the  committee ; 
that  they  came  there 

Question.  In  tharf;  connection  I  notice  you  used  this  statement ;  have  you  authority 
toT  assuming  that  they  came  there  for  political  purposes  t 

Answer.  les,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Qo  on  with  what  you  were  stating. 

Answer.  The  next  witness  is  Peggy  Johnson.  You  will  see  by  her  testimony  there 
that  she  swears  to  one  man  shooting  Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  reason  did  she  give  whv  she  was  not  afraid  to  testify  to  that  fact, 
and  yet  was  afraid  to  testify  to  other  facts  T 
Answer.  She  said  that  a  hundred  other  persons  saw  that  man  shoot  Tyler;  that  it 
currently  reported  around  there. 


By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Was  she  afraid  to  testify  to  such  &cts  as  she  knew,  but  which  were  not  of 
common  report  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trumi- 

Question.  Was  she  a  colored  woman  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  She  testified  also  to  the  fact  of  the  man  Clopton  beins  thrown  from 
the  second  story.  In  her  testimony  she  does  not  know  who  did  it.  In  her  private 
conversation  she  did  not  hesitate  to  state  who  did  it.  These  are  all  the  names  I  have 
here. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^tiesiian.  Yon  say  you  live  in  Natchez  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qjuestion.  Have  yon  any  knowledge  of  ontrageons  proceedings  on  the  part  of  bands 
of  men  in  other  portions  of  the  State  than  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  No  positive  knowledge.  The  portion  of  the  State  where  I  reside,  Natchez, 
is  perfectly  quiet.  There  have  been  no  disturbances  or  outrages  committed  there. 
There  have  been  several  men  killed  there  during  the  la«t  year,  but  they  have  been 
personal  difficulties — ^nothing  political. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesUmi,  Natchez  has  no  worse  reputation  now  than  she  used  to  have  f 
Answer.  She  is  much  better  than  she  used  to  be ;  improved  in  her  morals. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Q\kesHon.  There  are  no  disturbances  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  State  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  laws  efficiently  executed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  property  and  person  secure  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  my  knowledge  and  information  is  that  that  is  the  case  along 
the  river,  in  the  river  counties.  AU  the  disturbances  are  along  the  boundary  of  the 
State,  along  the  Alabama  line. 

Question.  To  what  extent  do  the  disturbances  occur  there,  according  to  your  infoima- 
tion,  derived  from  the  inquiries  which  you  have  made  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  complaint  some  three  or  four  months  a^  of  out- 
rages committed  there  about  the  ^time  Mr.  Hnggins  was  driven  from  Aberdeen.  It 
was  reported,  by  letters  written  tb  members  of  the  legislature  at  that  time,  that 
several  colored  men  were  whipped  there. 

Question.  From  the  information  which  you  derived  when  in  Lauderdale  County  making 
this  investigation,  to  what  extent  did  outrages  or  disturbances  of  this  character  occur 
in  that  part  of  the  State  T 

Answer,  About  that  time  they  were  quite  frequent  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  and 
in  the  counties  above ;  some. in  Oktibbeha  County,  in  Lowndes  County,  and  in  Monroe 
County. 

Question.  Were  there  any  in  Noxubee  County  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  account  of  three  or  four  cases  of  disturbance  there. 

Question.  Any  in  Kemper  County  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  recently  of  any  in  Kemper  County.  I  used  to  live^ust  in 
the  edge  of  Kemper  County  three  years  ago.  At  tbat  time  there  were  some  disturb- 
ances there,  a  great  many  growing  out  of  personal  feuds,  and  some  political.         ^ 

By  Mr.  Poland: 

^}tie9<Mm.  Is  this  town  of  Meridian  the  county  townt 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  recently  made  so. 

Question.  Was  it  the  county  town  at  the  time  of  the  disturbance  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  . 

Question.  How  large  a  place  is  it  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  a  place  of  about  three  thousand  inhabitants.  It  is  wheie 
the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  crosses  the  Vicksburg  Railroad. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Renfean  identified  as  one  of  the  men  who  came 
from  Alabama  there? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  and  a  man  named  Reynolds  appeared  to  be  the  leaders  of  the 
party. 

Question,  In  regard  to  these  acts  to  which  you  have  referred  as  occurring  in  Noxubee 
and  other  counties,  were  they  represented  to  you  as  being  committed  by  persons  in 
disguise,  or  persons  in  their  ordinary  apparel  f 

Answer.  By  persons  in  disguise. 

Question.  In  the  day-time  or  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  In  the  night-time. 

Question.  Were  those  outrages  committed  upon  white  persons  or  colored  persons  f 

Ansuier.  Principally  upon  colored  persons. 
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Question.  What  was  the  reason,  if  anj,  that  was  assigned  for  the  infliction  of  these 
punishments  or  outrages  upon  persons  in  your  State  ? 

Answo',  I  have  never  been  able  to  ascertain  what  reasons  they  gave;  general  rumor 
stated  that  they  were  political ;  but  as  to  what  the  object  of  tne  parties  committing 
these  outrages  was  I  could  not  say. 

Question.  Were  they  alleged  in  public  conversations 

Answer.  Alleged  to  have  heen  done  for  political  effect.  ' 

Question.  In  conversations  which  occurrences  of  this  kind  would  naturally  elicit,  was 
it  idleced  that  the^i  were  committed  by  men  of  the  democratic  party  upon  repub- 
licans T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  conversations  with  democrats  of  good  standing,  respectable,  intel- 
ligent gentlemen,  what  view  did  they  take  of  these  outrages  f  Give  us  the  views  which 
were  expressed  on  one  side  and  the  other,  of  these  outrages,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
get  at  the  public  sentiment  on  th^  subject. 

Answer.  Parties  such  as  you  have  described,,  democrats  of  good  standing,  were  always 
opposed  to  them.^  When  anything  of  that  kind  occurred,  members  of  the  legislature 
m  that  party  appeared  to  regret  it  as  much  as  anybody  could.  I  have  talked  very 
freely  with  them  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  thej  appeared  to  regret  these  outrages 
as  much  as  any  person  could  regret  them.  They  said  they  were  done  by  parties  who 
were  irresponsible,  lawless  men.  I  have  talked  with  two  members  of  the  legislature 
about  these  matters  and  about  an  organization  of  this  kind,  and  as  to  what  their  opin- 
ion was  about  it.  They  said  their  opinion  was  that  there  was  such  an  organization, 
and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes  and  effect ;  but  that  they  were  not  in  mvor  of  it ; 
that  they  had  never  belonged  to  it,  and  had  no  knowledge  themselves  of  any  jiersons 
who  did  belong  to  it ;  but  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  th^t  there  was  such  an  organ- 
ization:  and  one  of  them  stated  further  that  he  believed  the  organization  was  estab- 
lished for  political  purposes. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  those  two  gentlemen. 

Answer.  If  you  reqnire  it,  I  will  give  their  names,  but  the  statements  they  made 
were  made  in  a  private  conversation,  and  in  rather  a  confidential  way. 

Question.  I  require  their  names. 

Answer.  The  statement  I  am  now  repeating  was  made  by  Mr.  Hemming  way. 

Question.    Who  was  the  other  gentleman  ? 

Answer.  Mr.  Sessions. 

Question.  Ton  stated  in  reply  to  a  question  by  the  chairman  that  your  impression  is, 
iK>m  conversations  which  you  have  had,  that  this  organization  was  for  political  ptir- 
poses.    Were  these  conversations  generally  with  republicans  T 

Answer.  Not  exclusively. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  exclusively,  but  generally.  You  have  given  two  instances  of 
conversations  with  democrats.  I  asked  you  if  your  conversation  was  generally  with 
republicans. 

Answer.  I  have  talked  with  members  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  legislature  just 
as  freely,  frankly,  and  candidly  as  I  ever  did  with  the  republican  members. 

Question.  Have  not  your  conversations  with  regard  to  whether  this  organization  was 
political  or  not  been  confined  generally  to  republicans  f 

Answer.  I  presume  it  has  been  talked  of  more  among  the  republicans  than  among 
the  democrats.  Still  I  have  found  democrats  who  were  willing  to  admit  that  there 
was  such  an  organization,  and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes ;  and  at  the  same  time 
they  deprecated  it. 

Question.  Any  other  democrats  than  the  two  you  have  mentioned? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  talked  about  in  a  joking  way  by  democrats  generally ; 
I  have  frequently  heard  them  say  that  they  would  have  such  and  such  parties  Ku- 
Kluxed ;  but  that  was  only  joking.  The  Ku-£Jlux  organization  was  talked  about  daily, 
and  seemed  to  be  acknowledged  as  existing  by  all  parties,  on  all  hands.  I  never  found 
anybody  who  would  deny  that  there  was  such  an  organization  as  the  Ku-Klux  organ- 
ization. I  never  found  anybody,  in  conversation,  who  was  willing  to  inderse  it,  or 
who  appeared  to  have  any  sympathy  whatever  with  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  Mr.  Hemmingway's  first  name  f 
Answer.  1  cannot  state  his  first  name. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Hemmingway  who  told  yon  thist 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  did  I  say  Hemmingway  or  Street  f 
Question.  You  said  Hemmingway. 
Answer.  That  was  an  error;  it  was  Street. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

QnesUon,  What  is  the  post  office  address  of  Mr.  Street  and  Mr.  Sessions  f 
Anmoer.  Mr.  Street  lives  in  Tishemingo  Connty ;  and  Mr.  Sessions  in  Liberty,  Frank- 
lin County. 

Question,  Liberty  is  his  post  office  address? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questum,  Do  yon  know  the  post  office  address  of  the  other  gentleman  T 
Answer,  I  do  not;  I  do  not  remember  the  connty  town  of  that  poonty;  it  can  be 
ascertained  by  referring  to  the  map.  % 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QnesiUnu  Mr.  Street  was  not  a  member  of  your  investigating  committee  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QuesUan,  Ton  have  said  that  it  was  generally  admitted  that  this  organization  was 
formed  for  political  purposes;  what  kind  of  political  purposes? 

Answer.  I  suppose  just  the  same  as  any  political  organization  is  formed  for;  for  the 
interest  of  the  party. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Very  much  like  the  Union  Lef^e,  do  you  mean  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  what  the  object  ofthe  Union  League  is ;  I  never  was  a  member 
of  it.  I  presume  it  was  to  advance  the  interest  of  the  party  to  which  the  organization 
belonged. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  By  murder,  outrage,  and  inidmidationf 

Answer,  I  would  state  my  opinion  exactly  here,  if  the  committee  desires  it,  in  regard 
to  this  Eu-Klux  organization  in  the  South.  I  believe  it  was  organized  for  the  purpose 
of  advancing  the  interests  of  the  democratic  party ;  I  believe  so  from  what  I  have  been 
able  to  learn  there.  I  believe  that  there  are  a  great  many  good  citizens  who  belong 
to  it ;  that  they  went  into  it  under  different  names,  all  havine  the  same  object  in  view, 
the  advancement  of  the  interests  of  the  democratic  party.  1  believe  bad  men  got  into 
the  organization,  the  same  as  do  in  every  other  organization,  and  that  these  outrages 
grew  out  of  that.  But  I  do  not  believe  that  a  large  moyority  of  the  citizens  who  joined 
the  organization,  who  helped  to  start  it  in  the  nrst  place,  ever  had  any  intention  of 
anvthing  of  that  kind,  or  any  sympathy  with  it.  I  believe  many  persons  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  organization  have  become  disgusted  with  it  since  it  has  assumed  that 
character.    That  is  my  opinion  from  what  I  have  been  able  to  learn  about  it. 

Question,  Have  these  good  persons  who  belonged  to  it,  and  are  now  disgusted  with 
it,  taken  any  means  to  stop  these  outrages  f 

Answer,  That  I  cannot  sdy. 

Question,  Have  they  come  out  in  public  meetings  and  condemned  them  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  am  aware  of. 

Question,  Have  they  been  active  in  aiding  the  authorities  in  bringing  the  perpetra- 
tors of  those  outrages  to  justice  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  the  authorities  there  receive  a  very  active  support  from 
the  citizens  in  efforts  to  pat  down  lawlessness  of  any  kind. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  a  man  convicted  for  offenses  of  this  Ku-Klux  class  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  few  days  ago  five  men  were  convicted  upon  a  preliminary  exami- 
nation and  bound  over. 

Qtiestion,  1  do  not  speak  of  being  bound  over,  but  of  being  convicted  and  punished. 

Answer,  Two  men  were  punished  in  Natchez  in  1868,  before  I  arrived  there,  for  oom- 
mitting  an  outrage  upon  a  school  teacher,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary ;  they  were 
released  in  a  few  weeks  afterward.    Those  are  the  only  cases  1  know  of. 

Question.  That  was  in  1868  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Were  there  any  Ku-Klux  in  Mississippi  in  1868  f 

Answer,  That  was  a  disguised  party  that  went  and  committed  an  outrage  upon  a 
school-teacher  who  lived  a  few  miles  from  Natchez.  They  were  arrested,  convicted, 
and  sent  to  the  penitentiary. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  this  party  from  Alabama  stacking  their  arms  in  the  street. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  kind  of  arms  f 

Answer,  Double-barreled  shot-guns  principallv. 

Question,  What  was  the  number  of  tne  party  f 

Answer,  Variously  estimated  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred  and  fifty ;  I 
should  think  from  the  testimony  that  there  were  perhaps  one  hundred  and  seventy-five 
of  them. 
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Qmestion.  What  time  of  the  day  did  thev  come  there  f 

Answer,  They  came  in  the  morning  and  ate  dinner  there. 

Question,  How  long  did  they  remain  there  T 

Answer,  Until  that  night. 

Question,  Was  that  after  the  riot  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  before  the  riot.  Parties  also  came  at  the  time  the  riot  oocorred ; 
came  in  in  sqnads,  on  the  train  and  on  horseback.  There  were  various  estimates  as 
to  the  number  who  came. 

By  Mr.  Stetknson: 

Question,  What  were  the  different  estimates  f 

Atiswer,  One  squad  that  came  in  on  the  cars  on  Monday  it  was  estimated  numbered 
about  forty.  And  then  there  were  other  squads  that  came  in  on  horseback,  perhaps 
fifteen  or  twenty  together;  there  were  two  or  three  of  them.  I  should  suppose  from 
the  testimony  that  mere  were  perhaps  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  himdred  who 
came  from  Alabama  there. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Before  or  during  the  riot  f 

^fi^urer.  After  the  riot  occurred.  They  came  in  while  the  excitement  prevailed  there. 
There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  for  a  few  days. 

Question,  You  say  that  Price  was  accused  of  being  with  the  party  that  committed  an 
assault  upon  a  man  from  Alabama  who  represented  himself  as  a  deputy  sheriif  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  deputy  sheriff  there  for,  according  to  his  statement  f 

Answer.  For  the  purpose  of  arresting  those  same  parties  who  were  afterward  carried 
off  by  the  large  body  of  Alabamians  that  came  in  there,  as  was  stated  before  us  at  the 
time  of  the  examination.  That  was  what  he  clsumed  to  be  there  for,  acting  under  the 
authority  of  the  sheriff,  being  himself  a  deputy  sheriff. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  understand  why  the  authorities  concluded  that  Price  had 
better  be  released  and  sent  away. 

Answer.  The  first  reason  was  that  it  was  to  avoid  a  difftoulty ;  these  other  parties 
who  came  in  firom  Alabama  stated  that  they  came  for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  justice 
'  was  done  by  him.  The  authorities  thought  there  might  be  a  serious  disturbance  there, 
and  they  concluded  it  would  be  better  to  release  him  and  let  him  go.  -  They  stated  that 
they  did  not  know  whether  he  was  guilty  or  not,  but  rather  than  attempt  to  go  on 
«ith  the  trial  they  preferred  to  let  him  go,  as  the  parties  from  Alabama  would  not  be 
ooAtented  with  anythiug  but  finding  him  guilty,  wnether  he  was  guilty  or  not. 

Question.  Did  they  allege  tliat  if  he  shoiud  be  acquitted  he  woiud  be  executed  any 
wayT 

Answer.  They  alleged  that  they  believed  it  would  not  be  safe  for  him  to  return  at  all; 
that  if  he  came  there  he  would  be  outraged  in  some  way.  You  will  find  that  in  the 
testimony. 

Question.  That  is,  that  they  could  not  do  justice  by  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Moore,  the  representative  from  that  county,  dare  not  go  back  there 
now,  since  the  legislature  nas  a^ourned.  I  have  a  letter  in  my  possession,  written  by 
the  postmaster  there  to  Moore,  advising  him  not  to  come  back  to  Meridian  at  this 
time. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Have  you  that  letter,  you  say,  in  your  possession  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  at  my  room  at  the  hotel  nere.  Moore  gave  it  to  me  to  read 
just  as  I  got  on  the  cars  and  was  about  leaving ;  I  read  it  and  put  it  in  my  pocket. 

Question,  Was  the  letter  addressed  to  you  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  to  Mr.  Moore,  the  representative  from  Ltfudefdale  County ;  he  lives 
in  Meridian. 

Question,  What  was  the  date  of  the  letter  T 

Answer.  It  was  written  perhaps  ten  days  ago.  Mr.  Moore  has  not  gone  back  there  at 
all  since  the  le^lature  adjourned;  he  remains  away  by  the  advice  of  friends  who  are 
living  in  Meridian. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Yon  say  you  went  to  Mississippi  in  1867  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  From  what  State  t 
Answer,  Ohio. 

Question,  From  what  part  of  Ohio  T 
Answer,  From  near  Siuem,  Columbiana  Conntv. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  other  office  in  Mississippi,  besides  that  jof  jepreseat^* 
trref 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

2k 
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Question,  What? 

Answer,  1  woi^fc  there  as  an  agent  of  the  Bureau  for  General  Howard ;  I  still  hold 
that  position ;  I  am  disbursing  agent,  acting  as  an  agent  without  fee,  at  Natchez. 
Qiieaiion.  In  what  year  were  you  elected  as  representative  to  the  legislature  t 
Answer.  In  1869. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  railroad  train  having  been  chartered  during  the  troubles  ftl 
Mei'idian.    How  was  that  t 

Answer.  The  authorities  of  Meridian  telegraphed  to  the  president  of  the  YickslniTe 
and  Meridian  road  for  the  use  of  a  train ;  a^  to  president  Murdock,  of  the  Mobile  and 
Ohio  road,  for  the  use  of  a  train  on  that  road.  It  was  granted  to  them,  and  they  took 
it,  and  with  a  body  of  armed  men  went  down  the  Meridian  road  for  the  purpose  of  ftr- 
resting  Mr.  Moore. 

Question.  Did  they  succeed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Does  that  road  run  directly  across  the  State  f 

Answer.  It  runs  from  Yicksburg  to  Meridian,  and  there  connects  with  the  Sehnu 
road. 

Question.  It  runs  east  and  west  across  the  State,  and*  crosses  the  State  line  of  Ala- 
bama f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qv^lwn.  It  ajSbrded  a  very  convenient  mode  of  travel  for  these  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  the  men  who  came  from  Alabama  were  Ku- 
Kluxt 

Ansu)€T.  They  were  not  dis^ised  at  all ;  they  came  simply  as  a  body  of  armed  men. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  said  by  them,  during  any  of  their  operations,  which 
would  lead  to  the  impression  that  they  were  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  would  be  termed  Eu-EIux  or  not.  All 
that  they  said,  as  we  were  able  to  learn,  was  that  they  came  over  there  to  see  tiiat  th* 
law  was  properly  administered.  They  came  over,  in  the  first  place,  to  arrest  the  colored 
men  and  take  them  back ;  the  men  they  arrested  and  carried  back  afterward.  Thaj 
came  over  again  when  Price  tvas  arrested,  as  they  said,  to  see  that  the  law  was  prop- 
erly executed  there  and  justice  done  in  that  case.  Everybody  in  speaking  of  them, 
however,  speaks  of  them  as  the  Ku-Klux  from  Alabama. 

Question.  What  is  the  political  complexion  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Meridian,  that  is,  Lauderdale  County,  elected  republican  candidates.  They 
have  had  no  election  in  the  towh  of  Meridian  yet. 

Question,  Did  they  not  elect  their  commissioner  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  acting  under  appointment  from  the  governor.  There  has  been 
no  election  for  municipal  or  county  ofiBijers  in  Mississippi  as  yet. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  which  political  party  has  the  majority  in  Meridian  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  state. 

Qu^tion,  Is  it  not  true  that  in  most  of  these  towns  there  is  a  concentration  of  colored 
population  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  as  a  rule,  at  least  so  my  experience  teaches  me,  yon  will 
find  in  the  towns  that  there  is  a  pretty  equal  division  between  the  colored  and  white 
voters.  I  know  that  is  the  case  in  Yicksburg,  and  also  in  Natchez ;  there  is  not  a  diJf- 
ferenceof  over  125  in  Natchez;  the  colored  voters  predominate  there  by  about  that 
nmnber.  In  Yicksburg  the  white  voters  predominate.  I  cannot  say  how  it  is  in 
Meridian. 

Question.  Has  there  not  been  a  general  movement  against  mayors  in  that  part  of 
Mississippi  7 

Anstoer.  I  think  there  has  been,  in  the  northern  part  of  Mississippi ;  I  know  there 
has  been  against  the  former  mayor  of  Columbus ;  also  of  Aberdeen,  and  of  Meridian. 

Question,  They  were  all  republicans  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  republicans.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  there  is  a  very  strong 
effort  in  all  the  towns  in  the  State  to  get  control  of  the  municipal  governments,  the 
democrats  trying  to  obtain  control  of  &em,  and  the  republicans  to  retain  the  control 
of  them. 

Question,  One  of  the  ways  in  which  the  democrats  are  trying  to  obtain  the  control 
is  to  induce  or  compel  the  mayors  to  resign  T 

Answer.  They  have  brought  every  influence  to  bear  to  get  the  republican  mayors  re- 
moved, and  to  get  the  governor  to  appoint  men  of  their  party.  He  himself  stated  to 
me  that  they  seemed  to  be  determined  to  have  appointed  all  the  democratic  mayors 
that  they  could. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  general  movement  against  school-houses  and  schools  in 
that  part  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  several  school-houses  burned,  as  I  have  leatmed  from  oonver- 
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eations  with  the  8oi>erintendent  of  education.  He  stated  to  me  a  short  time  ago  that 
witMn  the  last  year  there  had  been  twenty,  I  think  twenty-five,  I  will  not  say  posi- 
tively,  of  his  school-houses  burned. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Quotum,  Were  they  colored  school-houses  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Common  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  under  the  school  system. 

Question,  Generally  attended  by  colored  children  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  more  generally  by  colored  people  than  by  whites.  There  are  very 
few  white  children  attending  school  outside  of  the  towns. 

Question.  Was  it  known  by  whom  these  burnings  were  done  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  generally  done  in  the  night-time  by  parties  who  were  not 
recognized. 

Question,  By  disgnised  parties  T 

Answer.  In  some  cases. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Nobody  ever  saw  them  burned  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  some  cases  parties  in  disguise  were  seen  to  go  there  and  bum 
them ;  in  one  or  two  ca^s.  In  one  case  in  particular  they  went  there  while  some  ex- 
ercises were  going  on  and  scared  the  people  away. 

•Question.  In  the  day-time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  the  evening.  I  remember  the  circumstance  of  the  superintend- 
ent speaking  to  me  particularly  about  that  case,  but  I  do  not  remember  where  it  was 
located. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesUon.  What  were  the  circumstances  f 

Answer.  They  went  there  while  they  were  having  Some  exercises,  an  exhibition  or 
something  of  that  sort,  and  frightened  the  people  away  and  burned  the  school-house. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  this ;  you  do  not  know  it  yourself  T 

Answer.  It  was  told  to  me  by  the  superintendent. 

Question.  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  outrages  being  committed  by  negroes? 

Answer.  The  one  case  I  have  stated  is  the  omy  case  I  have  heard  of  in  wMch  they 
have  been  accused  of  committing  outn^res  upon  anybody. 

Question.  What  case ;  burning  a  school-house  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  case  where  Price  was  arrested.  Some  parties  claimed  that  the 
assault  on  the  de|>uty  sheriff  was  not  made  by  negroes,  although  it  was  stated  that 
the  parties  were  in  discuise;  But  the  common  report  around  Meridian  is  that  the 
deputy  sheriff  was  Eu-Kluxed  by  negroes. 

Question.  That  is  the  only  case  you  have  heard  off 

AnsiPer.  That  is  the  only  case  I  have  heard  of  their  being  charged  with  Ku-Klnxing. 

Question,  I  do  not  mean  Ku-Kluxing  merely,  but  committing  any  outrages. 

Answer,  There  have  been  disturbances  among  them  occasionally ;  but  that  is  the 
only  case  that  I  have  heard  of  their  being  charged  with  combining  together  against 
asybody. 

QuesUon.  I  was  asking  yon  generally  if  you  have  not  heard  of  frequent  outrages  and 
acts  of  lawlessness  by  Ihe  negroes,  whether  combined  efforts  or  individual  efforts. 

Answer.  Of  course,  there  have  been  a  great  many  arrested  for  thieving  and  for  dis- 
turbances that  occurred  among  themselves. 

Question.  Has  that  been  frequently  the  case  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  quite  frequent  that  they  are  arrested.  But  as  for  outrages 
committed  bv  parties  in  disguise,  or  conunitted  by  them  in  a  combined  body,  I  do  not 
know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  any  other  case. 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  a])out  that. 

Answer,  The  record  of  the  courts  will  show  that  negroes  have  been  arrested,  arrested 
for  some  alleged  crime  they  have  committed. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  difficulty  in  punishing  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  does  not  appear  to  be;  a  great  many  of  them  are  sent  to  the 
penitentiary. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  burning  any  white  school-houses  T 
Answer.  I  never  have. 
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Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  negroes  serving  notices  on  demooratio  white 
mayors  to  resign  their  places  t 

Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  known  of  any  one  being  prosecuted  and  punished  for  burn- 
ing these  school-houses  t 

Answer,  Not  one  instance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  they  have  been  found  out  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  have  been. 

By  Mr.  Blair  :  , 

QuesHon,  Do  you  know  of  school-houses  ever  having  been  burned  ? 

Answer,  I  know  from  having  seen  where  the  houses  were,  in  the  case  of  some  of  ihMB, 
and  in  other  cases  from  the  official  statements  of  the  superintendent. 

Question,  Does  he  state  who  burned  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  that  they  were  burned. 

Qu/estion,  Does  ne  state  why  they  were  burned  f 

Answer,  He  says  he  presumes  they  haye  been  burned  by  parties  or  persons  oppoeed 
to  the  advancement  of  the  common-school  system  in  the  State ;  that  he  knows  of 
no  other  reason  why  they  idiould  be  burned,  except  to  retard  the  progress  of  education 
in  the  State.    He  does  not  attempt  to  specify  who  were  the  parties  who  burned  tbem. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Have  any  colored  churches  been  burned  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  colored  church  was  burned  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  thia  riot 
there,  the  church  in  which  Mr.  Moore  officiated. 

Question.  That  Mr.  Moore  is  a  representative  from  that  county,  and  a  colored  preaoher  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  His  house  was  burned  also? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  all  his  furniture. 

Question.  I  think  I  saw  at  the  time  that  it  was  intimated  he  had  burned  the  chnroh, 
or  his  own  house.    Did  you  find  anything  to  sustain  that  charjs^  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  There  were  some  rumors  afloat,  something  in  the  papers  therOy  that 
he  had  burned  his  house  in  order  to  obtain  the  insurance  on  it ;  it  was  stated  that  his 
house  was  insured.  But  we  made  particular  inq^uiry  of  the  witnesses  who  came  befisre 
us  as  to  whether  they  thought  Moore  burned  his  own  house,  and  none  of  them  hesi- 
tated to  say  that  tbey  were  satisfied  that  he  did  not  do  it.  He  left  town  immediately 
after  the  riot,  and  his  house  was  not  burned  until  one  or  two  o'clock  that  night. 

Question,  Why  did  he  leave  town  f 

Answer,  He  says  he  was  satisfied  he  would  have  been  killed  if  he  had  remained  there ; 
that  he  left  town  because  he  thought  his  life  was  in  danger. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  circumstances  tending  to  confirm  that  fear  f 

Answer.  Immediately  after  the  sot  he  asked  the  deputy  sheriff  to  protect  him,  as  he 
feared  violence ;  the  deputy  sheriff  answered  by  saying  that  he  could  not  protect  any- 
body ;  that  he  would  have  to  protect  himself.  Mr.  Moore  says  that  one  or  two  parties 
whom  he  met  advised  him  to  get  out  of  town  immediately,  for  they  were  satisfied  he 
would  be  killed  if  found  there  while  the  excitement  was  raging.  It  was  stated  on  the 
street  by  persons,  while  the  excitement  was  going  on,  that  they  must  go  and  hunt  np 
Moore  and  kUl  him. 

Question,  Does  it  appear  that  any  parties  viitited  his  house  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  If  you  will  reietd  the  testimony  you  will  find  that  his  house  was 
visited  two  or  three  times ;  one  party  visited  it  and  broke  up  his  furniture,  and  then 
another  part]^  went  there  in  the  night  and  burned  his  house. 

Question,  Did  the  parties  go  there  in  search  of  him  T 

Answer,  So  it  appeared. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QuesUon,  In  regard  to  the  government  of  Mississippi,  are  there  any  ohaiges  of  cor- 
ruption against  the  State  officers  f 

Answer.  No  specific  charges  at  all  that  I  know  of ;  there  ore  some  general  charges 
about  the  officers  beinff  corrupt  men ;  no  more  than  you  will  see  in  the  newspapers.  I 
know  of  nobody  who  nas  mode  any  specific  charge  of  corruption  against  the  State 
government,  or  any  part  of  it. 

Quotum,  Have  any  charges  of  corruption  been  made  against  the  county  officen  f 

Answer,  No  one  has  made  any  complaint  except  such  as  you  will  find  in  the  news- 
papers. The  papers  sometimes  claim  that  the  officers  are  extravagant  and  cormpt,  as 
you  will  find  one  party  generally  making  charges  against  the  other. 

Question,  Are  any  charges  made  against  the  city  governments  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 
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QuaHom.  Is  there  aiiy  extraordinary  amount  of  corruption  there  f  » 

Jwicer.  Not  to  my  knowledge. 

QnaHon,  Not  more  than  usual  T 

Anmper,-  No,  sir ;  I  think  the  government  has  been  administered  there  more  econom- 
ically than  it  was  ever  administered  before. 

Qu^ttian.  Before  the  war,  even  f 

Afuwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwaUon,  Have  there  been  any  large  railroad  appropriation^,  or  anything  of  that 
kindf 

Answer.  There  have  been  no  railroad  appropriations  at  all,  except  that  a  law  was 
|>a88ed  by  the  legislature  providing  that  any  railroad  which  would  construct  twenty- 
hye  miles  of  roa^  within  the  limits  of  the  State,  and  have  it  equipped  and  in  good 
running  order  by  the  Ist  day  of  September,  1872,  should  receive  from  the  State  at  the 
nte  of  $4,000  per  mUe.  That  was  api>royed  and  entered  into  by  all  parties  tiiere ;  it 
seemed  to  be  a  general  movement,  entirely  satisfactory  to  everybody. 

Quetiion,  Has  the  public  debt  of  the  State  been  increased  since  the  republicans  went 
into  power  there  T 

Answer,  There  is  no  public  debt  of  the  State  except  the  old  repudiated  debt  and  a 
debt  existing  at  the  time  the  republicans  went  into  power  there,  o^  perhaps,  $250,000; 
not  more  than  that,  I  think.  The  legislature  authorized  the  issue  of  certificates  of 
indebtedness,  to  be  used  through  the  State,  to  the  amoimt  of  $500,000,  and  the  issue  of 
$500,000  in  bonds  maturing  in  five  years ;  that  is,  $100,000  in  one  year,  $100,000  in  two 
years,  &c. 

Qneaiion.  To  pay  the  old  debt  and  the  interest  on  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnestion.  There  has  been  no  new  debt  created  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  there  will  be  a  margin  left  in  the  treasury  after  the  collection 
of  tl|e  taxes  this  year  for  paying  the  current  expenses  of  the  State  and  the  $100,000  of 
bonds  wliich  mature  this  year. 

Question.  Then  I  understand  that  it  is  not  alleged  that  these  Ku-Klnx  outrages  are 
in  consequence  of  any  corruption  on  the  part  of  the  State  officials,  or  increase  of  the 
debt  of  toe  State,  &c.  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  that  is  concerned,  I  will  state  that  they  allege  that  we  have  been 
extravagant  in  levying  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  building  school-houses  and  carrying  on 
schools ;  that  is  the  only  thing  in  regard  to  which  there  has  been  any  dissatisfaction 
expressed.  That  is  what  is  stated  in  the  papers,  that  the  school  tax  is  onerous  and 
too  heavy.  They  also  state  in  the  |)apers  and  in  conversation  that  the  school  tax  is 
being  paid  by  persons  who  do  not  receive  the  benefit  of  it ;  that  the  persons  who  have 
no  cmldren,  or  very  few,  to  send  to  school  own  the  most  property,  which  is  taxed  for 
the  benefit  of  colored  children.  Still,  at  the  same  time,  there  is  no  general  opi>osition 
to  the  school  system.  Almost  every  man  who  owns  a  large  plantation  is  anxious  to 
have  a  school-house  built  on  his  plantation,  and  donates  the  land  for  the  purpose.  They 
say  that  they  can  manage  their  laborers  and  their  children  better  in  that  way. 

Question,  Who  say  that,  the  democrats  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  democrats  and  everybody  else. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

QuestUm.  In  point  of  fact,  are  school-houses  being  built  there  by  the  ownei-»  of  the 
land? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  In  what  numbers  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell.  I  should  say  that  during  the  last  year  there  must  have  been 
established  three  thousand  or  four  thousand  schools  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  There  have  been  that  many  school-buildings  erected  f 
Answer.  I  cannot  state  that  exactly.    I  could  send  you  the  report  of  the  superintend- 
ent of  education  for  that  State. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  say  that  there'  have  been  established  four  thousand  schools  in  the 
State ;  how  many  counties  have  you  in  the  State  T 

Answer.  There  are  sixty-eight  counties  organized,  and  two  not  organized. 

Question.  That  would  make  five  or  six  schools  to  the  county  t 

Answer.  There  are  more  in  some  counties  than  in  others.  The  school  system  has 
been  pretty  thoroughly  organized  in  the  State.  There  is  a  lar^je  school  fund  there 
known  as  the  Chickasaw  school  fund,  from  the  sale  c€  the  Chickasaw  school  lands. 
The  Chickasaw  school  district  had  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  of  a  school  fund, 
and  they  have  gone  ahead  and  organized  schools  there. 

Question.  Where  do  they  get  that  fond  f 

Answer.  From  the  sale  of  the  Chickasaw  school  lands. 
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Question,  They  have  used  the  fond  for  this  purpose  ? 
Answer,  Tfiey  use  only  the  interest  of  the  fund. 

Question.  Do  you  include  in  the  number  you  have  named  the  school-houses  established 
by  that  fond  t  * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  would  include  everything. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestioTU  Was  a  bill  passed  by  your  legislature  for  the  sale  of  the  Jackson  Railroad? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  a  bill  was  passed  extending  the  charter  of  the  Jackson  Railroad,  or 
ft  new  charter  was  granted. 

Qii^ium,  Was  the  State  interest  in  the  road  sold  ? 

Answer,  It  was  turned  over  to  Colonel  McComb,  upon  an  agreement  that  he  was  to 
build  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  of  road  running  to  Aberdeen,  and  build  a  branch- 
road,  according  to  the  original  charter,  running  from  Canton  to  Aberdeen,  and  com- 
plete it  within  three  years. 

Question,  They  gave  it  to  him  T 

Aiimcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  made  a  donation  of  it.  • 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump  : 

Question,  What  was  the  amount  of  the  State  stock  in  the  road  ? 
Anmcer,  About  $250,000,  worth  about  five  cents  on  the  dollar  at  the  time  they  turned 
it  over  to  him. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question,  Was  that  an  incomplete  and  abandoned  enterprise  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  like  this :  when  the  charter  was  granted  to  the  New  Orleans 
and  Jackson  Road,  it  was  upon  condition  that  the  company  was  to  build  a  branch- 
road  by  way  of  Canton  and  Aberdeen  within  ten  years,  otherwise  they  forfeited  their 
charter.  The  ten  years  expired  without  the  branch  being  constructed,  and  conse- 
quently the  charter  was  forfeited.  The  legislature  renewed  the  charter,  required  tho 
branch-road  to  be  built  in  three  years,  and  turned  over  to  the  railroad  company  whai 
stock  the  State  held  in  it.  The  State  had  ^ven  to  every  other  road  constructed  in  the 
State — to  the  Mobile  and  Ohio,  to  the  Mississippi  Central — and  to  all  other  roads  con- 
structed there  they  had  given  aid  to  build  them.  The  stock  that  the  State  held  in  this 
road — the  help  they  had  originally  given  to  construct  the  road — ^they  donated  to  the 
road. 

Question,  The  charter  to  that  branch  having  been  abandoned  in  consequence  of  the 
road  not  being  completed,  the  stock  which  the  Stat«  held  in  it  would  have  been  lost 
at  all  events  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon,  Not  at  all ;  the  stock  w^as  in  the  road  which  had  been  built  and  rumuDg 
for  fifteen  years. 

Answer.  The  road  would  have  gone  into  bankruptcy  and  the  State  would  have  lost 
its  stock,  for  there  would  have  been  nothing  left  after  the  sale  of  the  road  with  which 
to  pay  the  stock ;  it  would  have  been  an  entire  loss  to  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  In  regard  to  the  disposition  of  the  stock  held  by  the  State  in  the  railroad 
company  and  the  action  upon  the  subject  taken  by  the  legislature,  I  wish  to  ask  you 
whether  that  was  a  party  question? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  assumed  the  character  of  a  contest  between  the  railroad  interests 
of  the  State,  and  was  not  of  a  party  character  at  alL    It  was  advocated  and  opposed 
by  both  democrats  and  republicans. 
Question,  The  other  railroads  did  not  want  this  done? 

Ansu:€r,  Yes,  sir ;  it  assumed  no  political  character,  and  was  of  no  political  conse- 
quence whatever.    Some  of  the  very  warmest  advocates  of  the  scheme  were  in  the  dem- 
ocratic party,  who  lived  on  the  line  of  the  road  where  the  extension  was  to  be  made, 
[and  they  wanted  the  extension  to  Aberdeen.    It  ran  through  counties  represented  by 
democrats ;  democrats  were  the  prime  movers  in  the  enterprise. 
Question.  Was  it  opposed  by  men  of  both  parties? 
I       Anstcer,  Yes,  sir  j  however,  it  passed  by  a  very  large  vote ;  the  opposition  to  it  was 
•  very  limited,  and  embraced  members  of  both  i)olitic^  parties. 
Question.  It  was  opposed  and  sustained  by  men  of  both  parties  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  same  way  also  with  the  act  whioh  was  passed  giving  the  aid 
of  the  State  to  the  amount  of  ^,000  a  mile  to  all  railroad  companies  that  would  con* 
struct  twenty-five  miles  of  railroad  within  the  State,  and  have  it  equipped  andin  mn« 
ning  order  by  the  1st  of  September,  1872. 
^lesUon.  Have  any  of  the  raihoad  questions  been  made  party  questions  there  t  ; 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.    In  order  to  show  that  they  were  no  jiarty  questions  \  will 
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state  that  there  is  now  a  road  being  constmcted  from  Natchez  to  Jackson ;  the  pr«si- 
dent  of  that  railroad  is  a  leadins  democrat  in  that  portion  of  the  State.  When  the 
propofiition  was  made  to  grant  $4,000  a  mile  to  these  railroads  I  telegraphed  to  him  to 
know  what  he  thought  of  it  and  what  he  desired.  I  also  went  further  and  asked 
if  he  could  control  the  papers  in  his  portion  of  the  State  in  favor  of  the  enterprise; 
they  were  all  democratic  but  one.  He  telegraphed  back  to  pass  the  bill  by  all  means, 
and  that  he  could  control  the  papers.  The  democratic  papers  in  all  parts  of  the  State, 
especially  in  that  portion  of  the  State,  have  come  out  in  support  of  the  measure.  The 
omy  opposition  has  been  on  the  part  of  two  or  three  of  them :  the  other  democratic 
papers  have  come  out  promptly  and  advocated  the  measure.  It  has  not  assumed  at 
all  the  character  of  a  political  contest  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  Has  the  railroad  legislation  anything  at  all  to  do  with  the  disorders  and 
troubles  in  the  State  f 

Aimcer,  No,  sir  j  I  think  not.  Pretty  nearly  everybody  in  the  State  is  in  favor  of 
the  railroad  system. 

Question,  Has  that  ever  been  made  by  anybody  an  excuse  for  any  violence  T 

Answer,  None  whatever  that  I  am  aware  of.  The  railroad  legislation  of  the  'State 
has  not  been  party  legislation  in  any  respect  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  effoi*t8  in  the  legislature  to  assume  the  pB-yment  of  the 
old  repudiated  debt  ? 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  movement  of  that  kind  ? 

Anstcer,  A  resolution  was  offered  at  one  time  to  ascertain  what  the  old  debt  was,  or 
something  in  regard  to  it ;  bnt  it  was  not  carried ;  it  was  voted  down.  I  would  say, 
however,  that  there  is  a  movement  on  foot  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  assume  the 
old  repudiated  debt ;  and  I  will  also  state  that  General  Forrest  is  at  the  head  of  that 
xnovement. 

'  Question,  Does  he  live  in  the  State  f 

Answer,  He  does  business  in  Uie  State,  and  is  most  of  the  time  at  Aberdeen.  His 
family  is  living  ^t  Memphis.  He  is  the  ^rime  mover  for  the  assumption  of  the  old 
repudiated  debt ;  so  that  if  there  is  anythmg  political  about  it,  it  must  be  democratic. 

Question.  Have  there  not  been  a  number  of  persons  at  Jackson  upon  that  business  T 

Anstter.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Lobbyists? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  % 

Question.  Name  some  of  them. 

Answer,  A  man  of  the  name  of  Tommony ;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Elliot ;  and  a  man 
£rom  this  city,  I  do  not  remember  his  name.  The  editor  of  the  Memphis  Avalanche 
alao  was  there  in  that  interest ;  and  also  a  prominent  democrat  of  this  city  wm  there 
in  that  interest  in  connection  with  the  editor  of  the  Memphis  paper;  and  a  man  from 
New  York.  They  were  there  at  the  time  I  was  in  New  York  some  time  ago  on  bosi- 
ness.    I  do  not  remember  their  names. 

Question.  Who  is  Elliot  T 

Answer,  He  is  a  man  from  Mobile ;  that  is  all  I  know  of  him. 

Question,  Who  is  Tommony  t 

Answer,  He  is  a  Memphis  man. 

Question.  No  movements  have  been  made  in  the  legislature  foe  that  porpoee  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  whatever.  It  is  a  matter  tidked  of,  bnt  the  strongest  advocates 
for  the  assumntion  of  the  payment  of  that  repudiated  debt  are  those  interested  in  the 
raflroads  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  which  mterests  are  purely  demooratio.  It  was 
fought  off  in  this  legislature,  which  is  republican ;  it  was  kept  out  of  the  legislature 
by  them. 


Testimony  before  the  joint  committee  of  Mississippi  legisUUure  to  investigate  the  A^ridian  riot 
*  appointed  under  resoluHon  approved  ^aroh  21, 1871. 

A  BESOLimON  in  relation  to  the  riot  at  Heridian. 

Be  it  resolved  by  the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  That  a  joint  committee,  con- 
sisting of  three  members  on  the  part  of  the  senate,  and  three  t^]  on  the  part  of  the 
bouse,  be  appointed,  whose  duty  it  shall  be  to  investigate  the  facts  in  relation  to  the 
■late  riot  at  Meridian. 

lEtesolved  further^  That  the  said  committee  shall  sit  either  at  Meridian  or  Jackson,  or 
at  both  placee,  with  full  authority  to  act  in  the  premises ;  to  send  for  persons  and 
pf^^iers;  to  administer  oaths,  and  adopt  such  other  means  as,  in  the  opinion  of  a 
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majority  of  the  oommittee,  it  may  seem  necessary,  to  aecertain  folly  and  completely 
the  caoses,  progress,  and  results  of  the  said  riot,  and  the  proceedings  and  investiga- 
tions thns  had  shall  he  reported  hy  said  committee  to  the  legislature  at  the  earliest 
practicahle  moment. 

Besolved further f  That  the  sum  of  twenty-five  hundred  dollars,  or  so  much  thereof  aa 
may  be  necessary  to  defray  the  expenses  incident  to  their  investigation,  is  hereby 
appropriated  and  set  apart  out  of  any  funds  in  the  treasury  of  the  State  not  otherwise 
appropriated,  and  the  auditor  of  public  accounts  shall  be  authorized  to  issue  his  war- 
rants upon  the  treasurer  for  such  sum  or  sums,  not  exceeding  the  amount  herein 
appropriated,  upon  the  certificate  or  certificates  of  expenses  of  the  chairman  of  the 
committee  being  fomished  him. 

Besolv^  furtMTj  That  the  committee  is  authorized  to  employ  a  clerk  to  aid  in  the 
InvestigatSon. 

Approved  March  21^  1871. 

dmmiiiee, — Hon.  O.  C.  French,  chairman.  On  part  of  senate :  Senators  Caldwell 
Gibbs,  and  Stone.  On  part  of  house :  Representatives  French,  Foote,  Sessions,  Hem- 
mingvay,  and  Willing. 

ROBBRT  J.  MoSELT,  being  sworn : 

State  in  what  capacity  you  were  acting  at  the  time  of  these  occurrences. 

Answer,  SbSriff. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  acting  T 

Answer,  Near  two  years ;  I  am  over  the  county  more  or  less. 

Queei^^m,  How  long  have  these  troubles  been  brewing  f 

Answer,  Some  five  or  six  months. 

QwB»U(m,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  a  member  of  the  board  of 
supervisors  f 

Answer,  Yes ;  the  inquest  showed  that  Joseph  Williams  was  called  out  of  his  hooBe 
by  ten  or  twelve  men ;  no  arrests  made ;  did  not  go  on  the  scene  ;  I  had  a  deputy  there. 
'^  Question,  Has  any  other  killing  of  colored  men  occurred  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  prior  to  that. 

Qiietfum.  State  the  names  of  them. 

Answer,  A  colored  man,  some  twelve  or  eighteen  months  ago,  by  the  name  of  Lacey :  a 
road  overseer  also  shot  last'fall,  in  September  or  October ;  was  shot  by  party  secreted  by 
the  roadside ;  was  some  months  beiore  he  was  able  to  make  statement  about  it ;  his 
name  was  Moses  Robinson. 

QneeUon,  Was  there  i#mail  agent  killed  on  this  route  near  State  line  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  October,  1870 ;  do  not  recollect  name. 

QueeUon,  State  character  of  member  of  board  of  supervisors  and  other  parties  who 
were  killed. 

Answer,  There  were  biUs  of  indictment  against  both  parties ;  Robinson  for  killing 
hog;  petit  larceny ;  the  other  man,  Joseph  Williams,  for  malfeasance  in  office. 

QutBtum,  Was  the  killing  of  these  parties  caused  by  prejudice  from  their  holding 
office  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  opinion  of  a  majority  of  the  colored  people. 

^tieetUm,  Have  these  parties  that  have  been  killed  been  all  identified  with  one  politi- 
cal party? 

Answer,  Yes. 

Quettiofi.  Make  statement  of  what  you  know  about  the  killing  of  Jack  Burton. 

Answer,  Was  killed  by  party  in  disguise ;  some  ten  or  twelve  men ;  nearly  a  year 
ago :  some  time  last  spring ;  ten  or  eleven  months  ago,  at  Lauderdale  depot.    A  man     , 
by  the  name  of  Kaiser  was  shot  at  the  same  time ;  he  lost  his  arm ;  arrests  have  been  <, 
made,  and  before  committing  court  parties  charged  have  invariably  proved  an  alihi. 

Question,  Have  any  indictments  been  found  by  grand  jury  agamst  any  parties  for 
these  offenses  t 

Answer,  One  indictment  found,  but  no  arrests  made. 

Question,  State  reasons  why  no  arrests  were  made. 

Answer,  I  made  every  effort ;  capias  is  returnable  at  this  next  term  of  court. 

Question,  How  was  the  grand  jury  composed  that  indicted  the  supervisor  T 

Answer,  Usually  composed,  of  about  an  equal  number  of  white  and  colored;  the 
jury  that  indicted  the  board  of  supervisors  had  five  colored  men ;  there  were  in  all 
seventeen  men,  perhaps  twenty. 

Question,  Did  the  grand  jury  make  an  acpos^  of  any  of  their  proceedings  that  were 
liable  to  come  before  the  coui-t  f 

Answer,  Not  at  all. 

Questi^m,  Did  not  these  different  occurrences  produce  some  excitement  among  the 
republicans  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  did.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Renfeau,  with  a  party,  came  in  here 
for  the  purpose  of  arresting  a  colored  man  for  stealing  some  man's  money ;  my  deputy 
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was  on  the  spot  at  the  time  they  came ;  they  were  about'  forty-five  in  Dumber ;  Mr. 
Ragsdale  supposed  there  were  three  hundred ;  his  clerk  says  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or 
one  hundred  and  sixty,  eat  at  the  table ;  I  talked  with  citizens  about  measures  to  sup- 
press them ;  leading  men  thought  best  to  make  no  arrests :  about  two  o'clock  at  night 
the  mayor  put  a  warrant  in  my  hands  to  arrest  some  of  the  parties ;  I  thought  it  not 
best,  as  I  did  not  know  the  number  of  them,  and  said  all  might  be  killed ;  sent  for  old 
man  Shearer,  Hneston,  and  Thomas,  old  citizens,  and  they  told  me  not  to  imdertake  to 
make  any  arrests ;  I  sent  my  deputy  to  them  to  see  that  they  put  up  their  arms ;  they 
stacked  them  and  eat  at  the  Phceuix  and  other  hotels ;  thought  it  not  best  to  make 
any  arrests  after  consulting  old  citizens;  thought  it  would  produce  more  blood- 
shed; at  this  time  excitement  was  high:  they  were  after  Price;  did  not  make  any 
arrests ;  they  came  in  Ab&ut  sundown,  and  left  next  day  [  the  offenses  committed  were 
nothiu^  further  than  assaillt  and  battery,  with  the  exception  of  taking  sereral  parties 
back  with  them ;  they  went  off  without  paying  their  bills ;  some  parties  have  since 
offered  to  pay  some  of  their  bills ;  Colonel  Home  has  done  so ;  it  was  a  reign  of  terror ; 
I  did  not  know  what  forces  they  had ;  Eennard  came  over  here  to  make  arrests  of 
these  parties  that  escaped  iix)m  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  they  came  along  to  back 
him  up ;  he  made  the  amdayit  and  was  around  here  a  day  or  two ;  Price  was  arrested ; 
they  came  over  to  see  that  the  civil  authorities  discharged  their  duties. 

QaetUon.  Did  you  make  any  attempt  to  arrest  this  Alabama  man  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  consider  that  he  had  violated  any  law. 

QmesHon,  What  effort  did  you  make  to  identify  these  parties  who  came  over  fronr 
Alabama? 

Answer.  I  made  effort,  but  failed.  ^ 

QuesUan.  What  was  the  character  of  the  meeting  held  on  Monday  f 

Anmcer.  Mass  meeting  of  citizens ;  they  apprehended  some  difficulty  from  the  colored 
people,  and  meant  to  take  some  measure  to  memorialize  the  governor  to  remove  some 
of  tne  officers ;  they  also  notified  the  mayor  to  leave;  a  man  by  the  name  of  Smith 
was  recommended  for  his  place,  and  holds  the  office  now ;  it  was  put  in  the  shape  of  a 
request  to  vacate  the  office  and  leave :  he  was  accused  of  being  at  the  bottom  or  these 
disturbances  here  between  white  and  black;  not  for  malfeasance  in  office,  but  of  ob- 
taining money  under  false  pretenses  he  was  accused. 

Question.  IIow  manv  were  there  under  orders  of  your  deputies  that  night  T 

Answer,  About  one  hundred  and  fifty,  armed  with  shot-guns  and  pistols  ^  Mr.  Parker, 
a  citizen  of  Sumter,  said  that  he  could  send  to  Sumter  County  for  arms  and  men  if 
necessary ;  he  was  informed  by  the  sheriff  that  it  was  not  necessary  j  some  came ;  do 
not  know  how  many ;  I  was  busy  guarding  the  mayor ;  the  Alabauuans  were  not  de- 
tained, because  there  were  no  charges  against  them,  ana  there  was  no  effort  made  that 
I  know  of  to  identify  them ;  I  gave  instructions  to  persons  whom  I  gave  orders  to  raise 
Bquads  to  disarm  every  man  that  they  n)et,  white  and  colored^  and  bring  thepi  to  the 
court-house. 

Question.  Were  yoii  not  around  to  the  burning  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  go,  but  sent  men  there;  I  was  not  informed  until  next  day  that 
men  were  taken  away  from  my  deputies ;  I  left  them  in  care  of  A.  K.  Wilson,  an  au- 
thorized deputy,  aud  charged  him  that  they  were  in  danger  of  being  murdered; 
regarded  him  as  a  suitable  and  reliable  man  to  leave  them  in  charge  of;  I  believed 
when  I  placed  them  in  his  hands  that  they  would  be  taken  care  of. 

Question.  The  charges  were  such  that  you  do  not  think  that  Mr.  Wilson  would  leave 
them  without  placing  them  in  Safe  hands  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  Mr.  Wilson  discharged  his  duty  as  custodian  of  those  j>eople 
in  turning  them  over  to  other  irresponsible  parties  ? 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  derelict  of  his  duty ;  one  of  the  parties  was  .wounded ;  I  was 
in  the  room  at  the  time  Mr.  Dennis's  throat  was  cut,  but  did  not  know  of  it  till  after- 
ward. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  of  those  parties  that  were  killed  were  killed  by 
parties  summoned  by  you  as  guards  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  the  character  of  those  citizens  summoned  by  me  was  such  that  I 
do  not  think  they  had  anything  to  do  with  the  killing  of  any  of  these  parties ;  the 
people  of  Meridian  who  were  not  acting  as  special  deputies  had  sufficient  respect  for 
those  who  were  acting  as  deputies  to  prevent  them  from  committing  any  depredations ; 
I  believe  that  the  murder  of  those  three  parties  was  done  by  persons  who  came  to  Me- 
ridian for  that  purpose ;  not  by  parties  hereabouts ;  my  instructions  to  my  deputies 
were  to  disarm  all  persons,  but  not  to  go  into  any  person's  house. 

Q^esiion.  What  authority  had  those  parties  in  pursuing  Aaron  Moore  f 

Answer.  My  authority ;  the  men  were  reliable,  and  I  believe  would  have  brought  him 
back  safe ;  I  hxul  a  deputy  in  charge  of  one  squad;  do  not  know  who  was  in  charge  of 
the  other  squad ;  they  took  a  special  train.  I  heard  on  Sunday  that  there  was  to  oe  a 
mass  meeting  on  Monday  and  certain  parties  would  be  ordered  away ;  the  meeting 
was  held  prior  to  the  examination  of  the  parties,  (among  whom  was  Moore ;)  I  do  not 
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think  that  tlie  meeting  had  any  influence  or  effect  at  the  trial ;  I  do  not  think  that  the 
opinion  prevails  that  Moore  renioYcd  his  furniture ;  I  saw  the  pistol  that  Tyler  was  al- 
leged to  have  had ;  Mr.  Brantley  has  the  pistol ;  did  not  notice  whether  or  not  it  had 
heen  fired ;  did  not  know  that  it  was  my  duty  to  retain  pistol  or  weapons  used ;  I  did 
not  appoint  Mr.  Home  to  lead  any  of  the  squads ;  I  saw  him  with  a  ^un  in  the  crowd ; 
1  saw  but  very  little  of  him ;  I  was  giviug  my  time  more  particularly  to  some  plan  to 
protect  ilr.  Sturgis,  the  mayor ;  Mr.  Home  told  me  about  the  dispatch  being  sent  to 
Sumter  County. 

Question,  I  am  told  that  there  were  some  twenty  or  thirty  armed  men  came  into 
town  ;  if  they  had  been  colored  would  they  have  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  would  have  been. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  cause  for  fear  on  the  p&rt  of  the  colored  was  as 
great  as  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  in  view  of  all  the  circumstances  which  occurred  f 

Andioer.  1  think  on  that  day  (Saturday,  March  4)  the  whites  had  greater  cause  to 
fear  an  attack  £rom  the  colored  people,  out  prior  to  that  day  the  colored  people  had 
greater  cause  to  apprehend  danger  from  the  whites  than  the  whites  had  from  the  col- 
ored:  on  account  of  depredations  of  parties  living  outside  of  Meridian  r  I  formed  this 
conclusion  from  the  character  of  speeches  made  as  reported  to  me  by  J.  R.  Smith. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  the  colored  people  as  a  class  had  any  cause  for  fears  of 
an  attack  in  force  from  the  white  people  f 

Answer,  At  that  immediate  time  I  think  not,  but  prior  to  that,  owing  to  raids  made 
by  parties  said  to  be  Alabamians,  they  had  cause. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  the  white  people  had  any  cause  to  ai)prehend  an  at- 
tack from  the  colored  people  in  force  T 

Answer,  1  do,  sir ;  this  impression  is  formed  from  information  received  from  various 
sources. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  demonstration  of  hostility  on  the  part  of  the  colored 
toward  the  whites  has  been  as  great  as  the  demonstrations  of  hostility  on  the  part  of 
the  white  toward  the  colored  ? 

Anmcir,  I  do  not. 

(Evidence  to  be  continuetl.) 

RoBEUT  LEACn>iAX,  circuit  judge  sixth  district,  being  sworn,  states: 

Personally,  I  know  very  little  about  it ;  all  I  have  learned  is  hearsay. 

Question.  It  has  been  charged  by  some  that  the  witnesses  were  intimidated  and 
afraid  to  give  the  facts;  can  you  give  your  opinion  of  this  matter  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  they  were. 

Question.  Why  is  it  that  in  the  burning  of  the  church  and  house,  and  other  outrages, 
with  a  guard  upon  the  streets  of  one  hxmdred  and  fifty  men  acting  as  a  patrol,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  identify  any  man  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  witnesses  who  were  examined  answered  candidly  and  con- 
scientiously; I  think  that  there  are  some  men  that' follow  these  railroadsh—whether 
they  belong  in  Alabama  or  in  Mississippi  I  cannot  say — that  may  be  called  desperadoes, 
and  have  committed  outrages  at  Lauderdale  and  different  portions  of  this  county. 

Question.  What  do  you  think  about  the  sheriff  of  your  county  t 

Anau^er.  Perhaps  he  has  not  done  as  he  ought ;  the  public  oj^inion  here  does  not  sus- 
tain the  burning  of  the  church  nor  Moore's  house.-  I  think  if  the  facts  were  proven 
before  a  jni*y,  the  parties  could  be  convicted,  and  if  any  man  could  be  Identified  who 
took  part  in  the  killing  of  the  three  men,  if  brought  before  the  Jury  and  proven,  would 
be  punished;  as  for  the  balance,  I  cannot  say.  Mr.  Sturgis  was  the  cause  of  this 
trouble,  to  a  great  extent ;  I  have  advised  him  frequ^itly  to  run  the  machine  mod- 
erately, and  not  to  foment  the  feeling  between  the  white  and  blacks.  Had  he  been  a 
moderate  man  and  a  good  adviser,  this  affair  never  would  have  occurred ;  he  had  not 
lost  the  confidence  of  the  colored  ))eople.  I  never  laid  the  fa6ts  before  the  goyemor  as 
regards  his  misconduct;  the  marshal  submitted  to  Sturgis's  rule  fdtogether.  I  do  not 
think  that  there  was  any  politics  in  this  thing;  I  think  that  it  arose  out  of  the  mere 
course  of  things.  The  white  people  believed  that  Sturgis  was  fomenting  this 
disturbance. 

QMistion.  Is  it  not  a  fact  that  all  of  the  persons  murdered  or  ii^nred  belonged  to  the 
republican  party,  or  were  identified  with  the  colored  people! 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know;  Judge  Bramlette  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  his  killing  premeditated  or  an  accident  t 

Answi'r.  I  cannot  say ;  Mr.  P had  attacked  me  in  the  street  and  charged  me  with 

being  his  personal  and  political  enemy,  and  that  he  intended  to  revenge  himself  by 
getting  me  removed  from  my  position  as  judge  of  the  circuit  court,  if  possible ;  and 
Jnd^e  Bramlette  stated  to  me  the  next  morning  that  Mr.  Sturgis  was  very  bitter  and 
hostile  to  himself  and  myself^  and  was  going  to  have  us  remov^,  if  possible.  Do  not 
know  the  feeling  existing  between  Tyler  and  Sturgis,  but  think  they  were  friends;  I 
think  J.  P.  Walker,  the  district  attorney,  discharged  his  duty  efilciently  and  impar- 
tially, and  makes  a  very  efficient  officer. 
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T.  J.  Pklton,  being  sworu,  slates : 

I  have  resided  here  since  the  fall  of  1865 ;  I  was  on  the  poliee  at  the  time  of  the  riot; 
in  regard  to  the  killing  of  parties  I  know  nothing;  was  on  Front  street  at  time  I  heard 
report  of  fighting  at  conrt-house ;  came  to  the  comer,  and  met  Colonel  Home  mnning 
this  way  with  gun  in  hand;  asked  if  I  had  pistol,  and  replied  that  I  had,  and  he 
requesteil  me  not  to  go  down  there;  went  across  in  confectionery  store,  and  staid  a 
half  or  three-qaarters  of  an  hour;  Mr.  Mosely  came  riding  down  on  his  horse;  I  went 
out  and  spoke  to  him ;  he  directed  me  to  go  on  the  hill  by  the  Methodist  church,  and 

he  said,  **  Pelton,  I  want  you  to  go  to house  and  get  guns ;  if  we  can  get  the  guns 

out  of  the  negroes'  hands,  we  will  have  no  more  trouble."  I  started  in  that  direction, 
^and  got  up  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Baptist  church,  and  met  an  armed  squad  of 
eight  or  ten  men,  who  stopped  me  and  said,  "  Here,  Pelton,  you  have  been  in  this  town 
long  enough,  and  we  want  you  to  get  out  before  to-morrow  morning;"  J.  P.  Gully  was 
one  of  them.  I  tiimed  and  came  to  the  upper  end  of  this  building,  and  saw  a  great 
squad  of  one  hundred  and  fifty  men  on  this  con»r,  swearing  that  they  were  going  for 
Stni>^ ;  I  left  and  went  home,  and  sent  for  General  Patton,  the  marshal,  and  told  him 
what  had  been  said  to  roe;  he  advised  me  to  keep  still  until  the  excitement  was  oyer. 
I  staid  in  the  house  until  about  eleven  o'clock,  about  the  time  the  fire  broke  out;  about 
half  an  hour  from  that  time  another  squad  came  to  my  house,  and  they  were  informed 
that  I  was  not  in.  I  staid  in  the  house,  seeing  there  was  no  chance  to  get  on  any 
train ;  I  was  informed  by  Mr.  Peters  that  they  were  around  the  depot,  and  that  armed 
men  were  on  the  Jackson  train,  and  advised  me  to  stay  in  the  house  until  TuesdAy 
night;  he  lives  in  the  country.  I  wont  out  the  back  door;  he  kept  watch  for  me;  I 
went  about  two  and  a  half  miles  south  of  here;  a  watchman  at  the  Alabama  and 
Chattanooga  Railroad  kept  me  posted  as  to  what  was  going  on.  On  Wednesday  morn- 
ing a  man  named  Roberdeu,  a  carpenter,  went  to  my  liouse  and  told  my  wife  that  he 
was  one  of  the  squad  that  came  to  order  me  off,  and  that  he  was  under  direct  orders  of 
the  sheiiQ*.    I  know  some  parties  that  do  know  of  the  killing  of  Warren  Tyler,  and  of 

bis  being  shot  in  the  court-house;  John  Ethridge  is  one, —  Ingraham,  who  is  with 

Van  Horzier,  is  another,  and  W.  A.  Payne  can  give  some  facts  in  regard  to  the  shooting 
at  the  court-house.  I  remained  in  my  house  about  twenty-seven  or  twenty-eight  hours 
after  being  notified  to  leave  by  this  squad,  and  had  communication  with  outside 
through  I*eters ;  I  have  staid  since  the  disturbance  at  Peters's  house  eight  days.  I 
returned  and  gave  myself  up  to  the  sheriff;  I  have  received  notice  to  leave  since  I  have 
l>een  here;  I  have  the  notice  in  my  possession;  I  waa  examined  b^  the  court  at  the 
late  investigation;  I  can  identify  several  parties  who  gave  me  the  first  notification  to 
leave. 

Question.  Were  you  summoned  before  this  committee? 

Anairer,  Yes,  sir ;  by  Mr.  French,  this  morning.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
parties  who  took  the  three  men  out  of  the  court-house  and  killed  them. 

Question,  When  Colonel  Home  accosted  you,  where  were  yon  going  T 

Answer,  To  this  corner ;  I  did  not  come  because  I  was  obnoxious  to  the  community ; 
I  knew  that  I  w&s  obnoxious  by  seeing  my  name  in  the  Mercury  and  being  handed 
around ;  I  was  a  policeman ;  I  never  was  molested ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the 
bomiug  of  the  church  nor  Moore's  house,  but  think  Mr.  Houston  does ;  I  believe  Harry 
Mason,  colored,  knows  all  about  the  burning  of  Moore's  house,  and  the  parties  who 
prohibited  the  removal  of  the  furniture  from  the  house. 

Qu/estian,  How  long  have  you  been  in  Meridian  t 

Ansxcer,  I  have  been  here  since  the  fall  of  1865. 

Question,  What  is  the  difference  in  treatment  of  a  Northern  man  and  one  who  afhli- 
at^  with  the  democracy  f 

Answer.  A  great  difference ;  the  republicans  have  all  been  ordered  out ;  there  is  an 
organization,  out  I  cannot  say  that  it  is  secret,  that  goes  to  work  and  says  it  shall  be  so, 
and  it  is  done ;  the  sheriff,  in  my  opinion,  did  not  do  as  I  would  have  none  had  I  been 
sheriff;  I  went  to  some  of  them  (the  Alabamians)  and  reqnested  them  to  put  down 
arms,  and  they  did  it ;  when  they. came  in  in  the  night,  he  (the  sheriff)  deputized  some 
one  else  to  attend  to  this ;  I  know  nothing  about  his  wife's  illness ;  the  sheriff  was  in 
full  sympathy  with  the  meeting  of  Monday :  I  do  not  know  how  many  men  signed  the 
reanest  lor  the  parties  to  leave  here ;  Mr.  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff,  is  a  man  that  attends 
to  his  business  and  seems  to  be  posted  as  to  what  is  going  on ;  Reynolds  came  into  the 
conrt-room  when  I  was  speaking  to  Dennis,  and  asked  for  Mosely ;  the  people  seemed 
to  be  familiar  with  him,  and  he  seemed  to  be  acquainted  generally  with  them. 

Question,  Where  was  his  squad,  (of  horse  marines  f) 

Answer.  They  were  scattered  around;  he  (Reynolds)  was  here  on  Monday;  also  on 
Sunday  night  taking  an  active  part ;  on  Sunday  night  Dennis  sent  for  me  and  requested 
me  to  see  the  sheri^  as  he  was  afiraid  they  were  going  to  take  him  out  and  kill  him ; 
the  Alabamians  seemed  very  welcome  for  people  from  a  distance ;  I  saw  the  sheriff 
when  a  squad  of  two  hundred  and  fifty  men  stood  right  out  here,  about  eight  abreast ; 
some  of  the  leaders  raised  a  yell  "Stiirgis,  Sturgis;"  Mosely  (the  sheriff)  was  on  his 


28  CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE    SOUTHERN    STATES. 

horse;  I  could  not  hear  what  ho  said,  hut  could  boo  hv  his  gestures  that  he  was  trying 
to  keep  them  from  goiug  to  Sturgis's  house ;  nearly  all  of  the  white  men  in  town  were 
oat  there  with  them ;  Dred  Finley  was  the  only  colored  man  I  could  see ;  tbey  seemed 
to  be  rejoicing  about  the  death  of  Tyler ;  I  never  heard  Tyler  make  threats  against 
Judge  Bramlette ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  friendly,  and  do  not  know  that  they 
were  unfriendly ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  an  order  called  the  "Knights  of  the 
White  Camelfas ; ''  I  was  never  admitted  into  it ;  I  have  heard  talk  about  some  oat- 
rages  committecl  upon  women ;  the  women  are  in  town  yet ;  Ellen  Parton  is  one  of 
them ;  I  saw  her  to-day ;  Marshal  Ware  saw  some  of  this. 

Question,  What  would  be  the  probability  of  convicting  a  man  for  killinj;  in  this 
town? 

Answer.  Very  poor ;  thej  generally  prove  an  alibi. 

Queatian.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  of  a  con^mplated  outbreak  or  uprising  here 
by  the  citizens  of  one  class  upon  those  of  another  f 

Answer,  I  never  did ;  the  mayor  md^e  an  effort  to  got  rid  of  the  city  marshal  for  mal- 
feasance in  office,  but  could  not  get  shed  of  him ;  the  people  seemed  to  like  him ;  there 
was  a  controversy  between  Mr.  Fatten  and  a  man  appointed  by  the  governor,  but  it 
was  for  malfeasance  in  office  f6r  which  the  mayor  wished  him  removea;  I  am  slightly 
acquainted  with  the  present  mayor ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  present  at  meet- 
ing on  Monday ;  I  have  heard  so ;  I  heard  that  there  was  a  petition  up  to  the  governor 
for  his  appointment;  I  had  a  x>etition  for  the  retention  of  Sturgis,  (mayor;)  it  had 
about  one  hundred  white  signers ;  it  is  in  Jackson ;  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  retaining 
him  here :  I  sent  it  by  Ware  among  the  colored  people  to  get  signers ;  it  had  abont 
foor  hundred  and  seventy-two  names,  as  near  as  I  could  remember ;  I  was  afraid  to  put 
it  in  the  post  hffice ;  afraid  it  would  not  get  all  safe. 

Question.  Who  are  the  present  aldermen  of  this  town  ? 

Answer.  Messrs.  Wolf,  Bramlette,  Moore,  and  Johnson.  There  was  one  vacancy;  Mr. 
Sturgis  had  his  brother  appointed,  but  he  never  got  his  commission  j  Mr.  William 
Sturgis  was  book-keeper  for  his  brother ;  I  know  the  statement  to  bo  false  in  reference  to 
his  swindling  colored  x>eople,  iu  the  instance  alluded  to  in  the  Mercury,  as  I  was  present 
myself;  I  attached  the  cotton  nlyself,  acting  as  special  deputy  under  order  of  the 
court ;  Sturgis  had  a  mortgage,  and  under  replevin  the  court  ^ave  him  the  cotton ;  I 
went  after  it ;  it  was  weighed  in  Front  street,  at  Rush's  scales ;  it  fell  short  of  Sturgis's 
weight  five  or  eight  pounds  in  Mobile ;  this  came  out  in  the  Mercury;  I  think  Sturgis 
(mayor)  a  straight forwanl  business  man,  a  man  of  good  habits,  sober  and  industrious. 

T.  J.  FELTON. 

Henry  Masox,  bein*;  sworn : 

I  have  been  living  in  Meridian  eight  years;  I  was  here  when  Judge  Bramlette 
was  killed ;  was  not  in  the  court-house  :  do  not  know  about  anybody  being  killed  ; 
I  saw  Tyler  drop  from  the  balcony ;  Bill  Peterson  and  Nelse  Hodges  saw  him  when 
he  was  in  the  ditch;  I  was  driving  a  dray;  Tyler  was  carried  iqfo  Sam.  Parker's 
shop ;  I  do  not  know  who  went  in  there ;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  on  him  at  the  time  they 
wanted  to  put  him  on  my  dray ;  he  had  no  pistol  on  when  he  came  into  the  court- 
house ;  I  was  on  the  steps  when  he  came  in  the  court-house ;  I  did  not  come  up ;  I  live 
in  the  next  house  to  Mr.  Moore's,  about  twenty  steps  from  his ;  I  was  there  when 
Moore's  house  was  burned ;  I  saw  one  hundred  men  there  about  an  hour  before  house 
was  burned ;  saw  them  inside  the  house  breaking  furniture,  &c.;  Berry  Homo  was  one 
of  them  that  was  inside;  Captain  Henderson  was  losing  the  company  of  hundred 
men;  the  house  was  burned  about  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half  after  B^jrry  Home 
was  inside  breaking  thin^;  I  did  not  see  any  furniture  removed  from  the  house;  I 
saw  two  men  with  hre  and  can  of  oil  go  to  the  church  to  fire  it;  it  was  moonlight,  bat 
oould  not  discern  the  parties ;  I  do  not  think  that  Moore  moved  any  of  his  furniture ; 
Home  was  in  the  squad  of  Captain  Henderson ;  I  was  carrying  water  to  keep  my  house 
from  burning;  Mr.  Wiley  Coleman  stated  that  they  did  not  want  to  bum  "me  out  as 
they  had  the  one  they  wanted;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  fire  in  Moore's  stove  at 
the  time;  I  heard  Moore's  and  Clopton's  speeches;  there  was' nothing  said  contrary  to 
no  roan ;  Moore's  principal  subject  was  about  the  Alabamians,  and  asking  white  and 
colored  to  join  together  to  keep  them  ofi*. 

Felix  Weidmann,  sworn,  states : 

I  can  give  no  testimony  as  regards  the  killing  of  any  one,  nor  burning  of  church  and 
Moore's  house ;  about  fifteen  men  came  into  my  house  one  morning  and  got  breakfast ; 
they  were  strangers  living  across  the  line,  and  said  that :  "  We  are  for  the  good  of 
the  city ;  charge  it  to  the  city."  They  all  had  arms ;  Mr.  Home  offered  me  five  dollars 
oDoe  in  payment ;  I  did  not  accept  it ;  I  did  not  see  any  guns  fired ;  I  closed  up  my 
hotel  as  soon  as  it  commenced.  These  fifteen  men  said  they  came  over  to  see  about  the 
trial  of  Price. 
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Wm.  S.  Patton,  sworn : 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  leaders  of  this  band  of  men  that  came  here  from  Alabama 
aome  months  ago  f 

Answer,  Some  colored  people  came  np  to  see  me  and  said  some  armed  men  are  in  town ; 
I  came  down  and  requested  to  see  the  leader ;  some  one  asked  me  if  I  wanted  to  see 
fienfeau ;  I  believe  that  there  was  a  body  of  armed  men  here  for  some  porpose ;  I  should 
think,  from  theiremarks  made  as  above,  that  Henfean  was  their  leader;  they  were  scat- 
tered aboaty  not  under  any  apparent  organization  or  driU ;  this  was  before  the  last 
distorbance;  I  saw  strangers  nere  on  Monday;  it  was  about  four  o'clock  in  the  mor- 
ning when  a  party  came  to  me  between  the  Pho&nix  House  and  court-house,  and  informed 
me  of  the  tnree  bodies  in  the  ticket ;  I  did  not  recognize  the  party :  do  not  know 
whether  Benfeau  was  here  or  not ;  Reynolds  (Captain  Jinks)  I  thmk  a  desperate  char- 
acter ;  he  was  over  here ;  the  sheriff  had  men  scattered  all  over  town ;  I  think  he  had 
a  posse  of  fifty  or  a  hundred  men  at  the  time  men  where  taken  out ;  I  brought  Isaac 
Lee  up  here ;  he  appealed  to  me  for  assistance ;  I  brought  him  up  in  the  court-house 
and  had  him  locked  in  sheriff's  office,  and  Dr.  PhiUips  dressed  his  wounds;  he  was  not 
shot  in  this  portion  of  town ;  I  was  in  the  court-room  when  the  first  shot  was  fired ; 
I  think  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  first  shot  as  soon  as  Brantley  walked  toward  him,  and 
when  near  the  door  he  fired  and  the  shot  struck  Bramlette ;  I  cannot  say  whether  •r 
not  it  was  the  result  of  accident  or  intentional ;  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  diffi- 
culty existing  between  Bramlette  and  Tyler ;  I  did  not  see  the  pistol  that  Tyler  had 
after  he  was  killed;  I  think  the  sheriff  had  been  trying  to  maintain  peace  and  order: 
he  was  out  himself  all  the  time  during  the  riot ;  I  saw  him  frequently ;  Tyler  stated 
in  his  speech  that  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  take  care  of  themselves,  mentioning  the 
name  of  the  supervisor  tkot  was  killed,  and  giving  example  of  the  Indians  who,  when 
one  of  their  number  was  kmed,  "got  another  for  him."  • 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  civil  authorities  ample  to  maintain  peace — I  mean  to 
control  a  mob  if  led  from  another  State  f 

Answer.  1  think  not ;  I  examined  the  wound  in  Bramlette's  head ;  he  had  others  in 
his  body  which  I  did  not  see ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  the  throwing  of  Dennis's 
body  out  of  the  window :  there  were  several  in  there ;  cannot  mention  their  names ;  I 
saw  no  taraces  of  blood ;  neard  no  declarations ;  I  think  public  opinion  approves  of  the 
killing  of  Warren  Tyler,  under  the  circumstances ;  Gus  Ford,  the  policeman,  may  have 
been  killed  accidentally ;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  in  the  court-room  except  Tyler's ;  I  saw 
Moore  when  he  was  down  ;  I  thought  he  was  dead ;  there  were  between  one  hundred 
and  a  hundred  and  twenty-five  men  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  of  the  trial ;  this 
was  an  extraordinary  trial,  the  cause  of  the  great  crowd  ;  cannot  find  seven  out  of  ten 
men  on  the  streets  who  are  not  armed ;  people  generally  are  armed ;  it  is  believed  by  a 
great  many  that  Sturgis's  place  was  fired  by  their  consent  and  knowledge ;  do  not  know 
whether  insurance  companies  have  liquidated  losses ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  resolutions 
passed  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  they  were  read  over  once  by  Tyler ;  I  do  not  know 
what  has  become  of  them ;  I  passed  through  the  room  on  Monday,  when  the  meeting 
was  in  progress  on  my  wa^  to  the  sheri^s  office ;  do  not  know  how  many  persons 
signed  the  address  to  Sturgis ;  I  don't  think  it  would  be  safe  for  Sturgis  or  Moore  to 
come  back ;  Moore  is  a  man  that  tries  to  get  along  with  everybody  ;  a  man  with  some 
intelligence,  and  the  feeling  seems  to  be  that  he  is  secretly  opposed  to  the  white  race ; 
I  know  the  telegraph  operator ;  think  he  was  raised  here ;  a  body  of  men  went  down 
on  the  train  for  Aaron  Moore ;  I  had  no  process  against  him ;  I  have  been  in  office 
eight  or  nine  months  (city  m^hal :)  was  appointed  by  the  board  of  aldermen ;  there 
was  a  feeling  against  Sturgis  when  he  was  appointed  by  Grovemor  Alcorn,  because  he 
was  opposed  to  the  whites  of  the  South  in  many  of  his  decisions ;  I  knew  nothing  about 
his  swindling  the  colored  people  of  my  own  knowledge ;  I  know  nothing  about  his 
making  twenty  or  twenty-five  thousand  dollars ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  a 
partner  of  Theodore  Sturgis  or  not ;  do  not  think  it  would  have  been  safe  for  Price  to 
remain  here  after  the  Alabama  people  came  over ;  Price  did  not  stand  his  trial ;  his  trial 
was  to  come  off,  but  the  justice  of  the  peace  told  me  not  to  open  court,  as  they  did  not 
think  it  prudent ;  this  was  Judge  Bramlette ;  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  is  stronger 
here  than  anywhere  else  against  the  radical  wing  of  the  republican  party ;  I  do  not 
think  there  is  a  man  here  in  town  who  would  harm  Sturgis. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  is  a  periodical  thing  for  certain  districts  to  get  up  an 
excitement  about  the  "niggers  rising f" 

Ansicer.  1  do  not  know  as  it  is. 

Qu^Hon.  Do  you  not  believe  that  the  Alabamiaps  coming  to  this  place  was  the  cause 
of  this  whole  excitement  f 

Ansicar,  1  believe  they  were  the  prime  movers  of  it;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any 
serious  difficulty  between  the  two  races  previous  to  the  raid  of  the  Alabamians. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  anything  about  Pelton's  being  ordered  from  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Only  what  he  told  me  himself.  He  was  on  the  police,  and  I  wont  to  see  him 
on  Monday  eveninjy;,  and  he  told  me  he  was  met  by  a  party  up  the  street,  and  that  they 
told  him  to  leave  in  the  morning,  and  I  advised  him  to  leave  for  a  few  days,  anyw*"' 
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Question.  State  what  business  Pelton  has  b«en  in  since  he  has  been  in  town. 
Answer,  First  a  porter  in  a  hotel,  and  afterward  appointed  marshal,  and  then  on 

golice,  and  afterward  in  the  employ  of  Mr.  T.  Sturgis,  on  a  farm ;  I  have  never  heard 
im  nse  any  incendiary  remarks ;  about  his  character,  many  hard  things  are  said  about 
him ;  many  persons  say  tiiey  do  not  believe  him  honest ;  I  do  not  know  these  things, 
but  there  is  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  him. 

QueaiUm,  Do  you  think  this  paper,  the  Mercury,  reflects  the  general  tone  of  the  • 
people? 
Ansicer.  It  reflects  a  great  deal. 

WM.  S.  PATTON. 

J.  P.  Walker,  being  sworn,  states :  ^ 

I  am  the  district  attorney  for  this  district ;  am  a  resident  of  Meridian. 

Queaiion,  In  your  opinion,  were  the  witnesses  present  at  the  investigation  afraid  to 
give  evidence  f 

Answer.  Perhaps  some  of  tliem,  when  put  upon  the  stand,  did  not  testify  what  thfey 
had  represented  to  Mr.  Woodson  they  would  testify ;  thoy  seemed  to  testify  without 
any  reluctance ;  whether  it  was  true  or  false,  of  course,  I  uo  not  know^ 

Question.  Is  it  unusual  for  witnesses  to  fail  to  testify  what  they  had  represented  they 
•ouldf 

Answer.  It  is  not.  They  did  not  fail  to  testify  to  any  important  fact  that  Mr.  Wood- 
ion  had  represented  to  us  they  would  testify  to. 

Question,  From  the  development  of  facts  and  the  testimony  which  was  taken  during 
the  investigation,  in  which  you  represented  the  State,  during  the  late  riots  at  this  place, 
do  you  think  that  the  crimes  of  murder  and  arson  were  committed  T 

Answer.  The  testimony  developed  that  there  were  seven  persons  killed  and  two 
houses  burned ;  in  the  killing  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the  testimony  developed  the  fact  that 
he  was  killed  by  a  shot  aimed  at  Mr.  Brantley ;  in  regard  to  the  killing  across  th^ 
railroad,  I  know  nothing ;  the  testimony  developed  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  burning 
of  the  church,  that  two  white  men,  names  unknown,  took  coals  of  fire  from  Moore's 
house  and  fired  it  ^annot  say  in  whose  custody  the  three  men  were ;  thought  we  had 
traced  it  to  H.  R.  Wilson,  as  special  bailiif,  but  failed ;  in  reference  to  kilhng  Warren 
Tyler,  the  testimony  developed  that  he  fired  the  shot  that  killed  Judge  Bramlette ; 
some  testimony  that  he  fired  two  or  three  others,  and  went  out  of  the  window  ;  I  think 
no  effort  was  made  to  produce  the  weapon  used  by  Tyler ;  we  made  inquiry  afterward, 
but  it  had  changed  hands;  Mr.  Brown  and  myself  made  inquiry  and  it  could  not  b« 
found ;  the  jury  of  inquest  on  Jud^e  Bramlette  were  all  white. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  the  origm  of  this  riot  as  immediate  or  remote  f 

Answer.  I  knew  that  a  bad  state  of  feeling  had  been  existing  here  for  a  great  while,  but 
I  myself  anticipated  no  trouble  up  to  Saturday  evening  after  the  meeting  of  the  colored 
people  in  the  court-house ;  I  was  here  when  the  men  came  &om  Alabama  to  attend  the 
trial  of  Price,  about  a  month  before  the  fire ;  I  advised  the  sheriff  and  deputy  what  to 
<lo ;  I  saw  armed  men  on  the  comer  on  the  way  to  my  office,  and  it  was  my  understand- 
ing that  thoy  had  come  over  for  the  protection  of  Adam  Kennard ;  I  said  I  thought  that  we 
did  have  ample  protection  for  him ;  Colonel  Harris  stated  that  they  were  men  from  Liv- 
ingston, and  most  of  them  he  knew,  and  that  he  would  go  out  and  have  a  talk  with  them 
and  get  them  to  lay  their  arms  down ;  the  sheriff^  as  far  as  my  intercourse  has  been 
with  him,  has  been  very  prompt :  I  advised  him  to  go  with  Price  to  the  mayor's  court, 
as  his  presence  would  tend  greatly  to  preserve  order;  I  do  not  know  the  circumstances 
relative  to  the  killing  of  Joseph  Williams,  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors ;  do  not 
think  an  indictment  was  found ;  I  did  not  draw  it ;  I  think  it  was  investigated  before 
the  grand  jury.  In  reference  to  the  Lauderdale  case,  my  recollection  is  that  parties 
proved  an  alibi  before  the  committing  court. 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  the  public  mind  and  sentiment  in  reference  to  Moore  f 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  public  sentiment  is  very  much  against  him ;  he  never 
was  in  my  court ;  in  this  trial,  about  the  time  of  this  excitement,  he  was  one  of  the 
parties  charged ;  Moore  was  charged  with  being  one  of  a  party  who  had  whipped  a 
colored  man  for  loitering  around  the  church  where  he  was  holding  a  supposed  Loyal 
League  meeting ;  this  was  about  two  and  a  half  years  ago ;  he  was  Uied  and  the 
charge  was  not  sustained. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  majority  of  the  people  of  this 
locality  to  place  in  contempt  the  party  or  parties  at  the  head  of  the  State  government  T 

Answer.  Not  on  the  part  of  the  better  class  of  people ;  they  manifest  oj>po8ition 
toward  incompetent  oflicers ;  they  seem  disposed  to  sustain  competent  oflicers  and 
those  of  respectability. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  for  Moore  or  Price  to  return  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  Mr.  Price  ought  to  come  back ;  Clopton  and  Tyler  were  re- 
garded in  this  place  as  the  exx>onents  of  the  colored  sentiment ;  Clopton's  conduct  on 
the  night  of  the  fire  was  very  bad ;  I  was  present  at  the  fire :  the  better  class  of  col- 
'>red  men  I  do  not  think  would  indorse  what  he  had  done ;  I  have  never  had  any  ap- 
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prehension  of  dagger  here  until  on  Sainrday  evening ;  I  was  about  three-quarters  of 
a  mile  out  of  town,  and  when  I  heard  drums  beating  and  the  noise,  I  came  to  town 
and  learned  that  the  colored  men  had  had  a  meeting^  and  had  made  some  inflammatory 
speeches,  and  that  Mr.  Smithy  had  gone  in  search  of  the  slieriff  to  have  him  arrest  the 
meeting;  then  I  had  serious  apprehension;  as  well  as  I  can  remember,  I  think  the 
grand  jury  published  a  report  criticising  the  actions  of  some  county  officials. 

Question,  From  the  evidence  given  in  the  investigation  in  which  you  took  part,  or 
from  your  own  knowledge,  can  you  state  how  the  fire  on  Saturday,  March  4th,  occuired, 
in  wmch  the  property  ol  Mr.  Sturgis  and  other  property  was  destroyed  f 

Answer.  I  cannot;  the  feeling  against  Mr.  Sturgis  was  intensely  bitter;  I  do  not 
think  after  that  letter  it  would  i>e  safe  for  him  to  come  back;  of  my  own  knowledge, 
I  know  nothing  of  the  charges  against  Price;  I  drew  the  charges  on  the  affidavit  of 
Adam  Eennard. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  there  was  any  requisition  from  the  governor 
of  Alabama  to  the  governor  of  Mississippi  for  the  arrest  and  return  of  any  of  the 
parties  f 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of;  there  has  been  no  grand  jury  in  session  since  that 
time ;  I  board  at  Mr.  Mosely's,  a  private  boarding-house ;  I  have  boarded  there  three 
weeks ;  Mr.  Mosely's  wife  was  in  delicate  health  at  the  time  of  the  fire. 

Quemon.  Do  you  know  for  what  Daniel  Price  was  arrested  f  and  if  so,  state  all  of  the 
facta  in  reference  to  his  trial  and  escape. 

Answer.  He  was  arrested  under  an  affidavit  drawn  under  the  fourth  section  of  the 
bill  familiarly  known  as  the  "State  Ku-Klux  bill,"  by  the  State  authorities;  his 
escape  was  advised  by  his  friends  and  counsel  and  rather  winked  at  by  the  prosecu- 
tion, for  the  purpose  of  avoiding  trouble,  with  the  promise  of  Price  never  to  return,  as 
I  understood ;  the  specifications  charged  him  with  leading  a  band  of  ten  or  more  col- 
ored men,  masked,  into  a  house  where  affiant  (Adam  Kennard)  was  sleeping  for  the 
td^ht,  (the  prosecutor  was  a  colored  man,)  taking  him  into  the  woods  near  the  city, 
stripping  him  of  his  clothes  and  money,  and  taking  them  from  him,  and  whipping  him 
very  badly,  and  then  shooting  him  as  he  ran  on ;  Adam  Kennard  lives  in  Sumter 
County,  Alabama ;  he  stated  that  he  had  known  Price  a  long  time  in  Alabama,  and 
that  he  had  been  intimate  with  him,  and  that  they  had  been  ])olitical  friends  over 
there ;  they  were  said  to  be  republicans ;  it  was  said  that  Kennard  was  acting  as 
deputy  sheriff  of  Snmter  County,  Alabama;  it  seems  that  Price  and  Kennard  had  some 
fauing  out  about  the  taking  of  some  hands  from  here  to  work  in  Alabama — Price  ob- 
jecting to  his  persuading  colored  men  away  from  this  city ;  I  heard  of  Kennard's  coming 
orer  here  and  going  on  a  man's  bond,  and  taking  him  back  to  Alabama  before  the  oc- ' 
cutrence  with  Price. 

Question.  Did  or  did  not  Kennard  have  a  requisition  from  the  governor  of  Alabama 
for  the  criminal  T 

Answer.  I  heard  he  had  ;  but  in  my  opinion  ho  had  not. 

Question.  Was  the  mayor  (Mr.  JSturgis)  a  competent  man,  in  the  ordinary  acceptation 
of  the  t<irm  f 

Answer.  He,  in  my  judgment,  had  sufficient  ability  to  discharge  the  duties  of  mayor 
of  a  town  like  this ;  but  he  was  regarded  as  a  great  partisan,  and  a  man  whose  judg- 
metit  was  veiy  much  distorted  by  political  circumstances. 

'^lesHon.  Did  the  feeling  against  Mr.  Sturgis  arise  from  his  political  standing,  or  hi»s 
actions  as  mayor  f 

Anstcer.  From  his  conduct  as  mayor.  There  was  no  feeling  against  him  for  some  time 
after  he  was  first  appointed,  as  I  was  aware  of. 

QucsHon,  If  it  was  simply  his  politics,  would  not  the  people  have  been  satisfied  simply 
with  his  removal  from  office,  without  ordering  him  away* 

Anstoer.  I  knew  of  no  disposition  to  get  him  out  of  the  county  until  the  occurrences 
running  from  Saturday  night,  the  4th,  to  Monday,  the  6th  of  March. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  reasons  or  facts  set  forth  why  he  should  be  removed  f 

Answer.  There  were  a  great  many  facts  set  forth.  I  signed  the  petition.  The  mniii 
object  was  to  give  the  position  to  somebody  who  would  restore  order  and  peace.  Tho 
outcdde  of  the  city  was  like  a  picket  line,  constant  firing  all  night ;  I  was  present  at 
the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  March  4, 1871 ;  a  few  memento  after  fire  commenced,  I  met 
Billy  Clopton  on  the  sidewalk,  going  rapidly  toward  the  fiure,  cursing  boisterously ; 
after  the  block  had  been  consumed  by  the  fire,  I  was  standing  at  the  southwest  corner 
of  the  burned  block  and  saw  Billy  Clopton  approach  a  squaa  of  colored  men,  eight  or 
ten — maybe  more— saddressing  them  as  he  approached  them,  saying :  "  Why  the  h — 11 
dont  you  go  and  get  your  arms ;  something  to  shoot  with  I  What  in  the  h — 11  are  yon 
standing  here  for  f  I  have  no  secrets  to  keep ;  what  I  have  to  say  I  say  openly  and 
above-board."  He  turned  from  the  crowd  of  colored  men,  two  or  three  of  the  crowd 
following  him ;  he  stopped  in  the  street  in  about  ten  paces,  and  fired  his  pistol  four  or 
five  times ;  this  was  a  naif  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  he  was  knocked  down 
with  a  gun ;  said  Clopton  is  sometimes  called  William  Dennis,  and  is  the  same  styled 
as  General  Dennis  in  the  communication  of  William  Sturgis  in  the  New  York  TribnT»« 

J.  P.  WALKE 
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P.  11.  HiGGr^i^,  being  sworu:  , 

I  reside  in  Meridian;  am  a  builder;-  have  been  Jiviug  here  two  years;  know  nothing 
in  reference  to  the  late  riot. 

H.  M.  TiiREEFOOT,  being  sworn : 

I  am  doing  business  opposite  the  sheriff's  office;  I  know  nothing  in  reference  to  the 
riot. 

L.  D.  Bei.k,  Bworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  have  resided  bore  one  year  next  August ;  I  have  been  acting 
deputy  sheriff  for  two  years ;  was  acting  deputy  sheriff  at  the  time  of  the  riot. 

Qnesiion.  Was  Mr.  Sturgis  in  good  standing  in  this  community;  was  he  in  good 
standing  regardless  of  party  f 

Annoer,  Ue  was  not;  I  could  not  state  the  cause;  I  saw  Clopton  on  the  night  of  the 
fire;  I  heard  the  language  used  by  him  that  night;  myself  and  Mr.  Walker  were 
standing  in  the  street  alone,  immediately  after  the  fire,  near  the  niins;  Jack  Lee,  a 
colored  man,  was  standing  near  us;  Clopton  came  near  us  and  took  Jack  by  the  hand 
and  said :  **  You  d — n  paper  collar  hotel  boys  are  not  doing  your  duty ;  why  don't  you  go 
home  and  get  your  guusr'  I  called  to  the  boy  and  he  came  toward  me;  Clopton  took 
hold  of  liim  and  said :  ^'  Do  not  go  with  them,  as  they  are  no  friends  of  yours,"  and  he 
went  off  and  Clopton  walked  off,  and  aiter  he  got  near  this  house,  he  met  twelve 
colored  men,  and  they  fired  guns  up  in  the  air;  I  heard  no  expressions  up  to  this  time. 
Presently  I  spoke  to  Walker  and  said:  "I  fear  there  is  going  to  be  some  trouble  hexef 
went  around  on  Front  street  and  met  a  number  of  people,  white  and  black,  moving 
goods  which  had  been  moved  out  for  fear  of  fire;  anticipating  trouble,  I  went  to  Mr. 
Mosely's  house,  and  was  sent  immediately  back  to  do  what  1  could,  and  if  it  became 
serious,  to  report  to  him ;  Clopton  had  been  knocked  down  during  my  absence ;  a  nom- 
ber  waited  upon  Judge  Bramlette  and  made  affidavit  against  Clopton,  and  it  was  put 
in  my  hands  for  his  arrest;  I  had  probably  two  hundred  men  to  go  with  me,  looking 
for  Clopton,  and  found  he  was  not  hurt;  brought  him  into  court-room,  and  myself  and 
some  twenty  or  thirty  men  kept  guard  over  him  during  Saturday  night  and  Sunday ; 
don't  know  as  I  heard  any  other  threats  by  any  one,  white  gr  black ;  I  heard  of  the 
meeting  in  the  court-house  on  Saturday;  I  was  not  at  the  court-house  that  day;  the 
meeting  was  on  the  same  day  of  the  fire ;  it  lasted  from  3  to  6  o'clock  p.  m.  I  know 
nothing  of  the  origin  of  the  fire;  Sturgis,  the  ma^or,  was  one  of  the  parties  homed 
out;  I  did  not  see  Tyler  or  Moore  the  evening  of  the  fire;  do  not  know  whether  or 
not  they  were  present  at  the  meeting;  was  informed  that  they  were;  the  citiaens 
manifested  a  disposition  to  restore  order — I  never  saw  anything  like  it— and  to  act  in 
obedience  to  the  orders  of  the  sheriff,  and  not  to  act  except  under  his  direction ;  there 
were  very  few  blacks  at  the  fire;  a  great  many  were  around  the  mayor's  office  after 
the  killing  of  Tyler;  I  am  the  chief  deputy  sheriff ;  Mr.  Mosely  arranged  the  guard 
himself,  and  selected  the  leaders  of  each  squad,  probably  three  hundred  men  in  all ; 
when  the  men  were  reported  to  have  come  Irom  Alabama,  I  was  at  home  asleep ;  Mr. 
Henderson  was  in  charge  of  the  office;  he  was  sworn  for  that  occasion;  I  saw  Tyler 
with  a  pistol  in  his  hand,  erected  toward  Judge  Bramlette;  I  could  not  swear  that  he 
shot  him;  I  went  into  the  street  and  said  that  Tyler  had  shot  Judge  Bramlette;  I 
never  saw  the  pistol  but  once ;  do  not  know  how  many  times  it  had  been  fired;  I  have 
been  informed  by  the  ^arty  that  had  it,  that  he  had  loaded  two  of  the  barrels  that 
were  empty  after  the  firing  in  the  court-room;  Mr.  Brantley  has  the  pistoL  I  was  not 
in  charge  of  Dennis  (Clopton)  when  he  had  his  throat  cut;  at  the  time  his  throat  waa 
cut  I  was  at  home  asleep ;  Henderson  was  the  next  in  command.  I  was  in  there  once 
in  the  night  while  Clopton  was  in  there;  Mr.  Mosely  was  in  there  at  the  time;  I 
heard  Clopton  when  he  struck  the  ground  after  being  thrown  out  of  the  window ;  I 
saw  no  one  up  there ,  I  saw  people  passing  back  and  forth  by  the  window. 

Question,  How  far  were  you  from  Parkers  house  when  Tyler  was  killed  f 

Anstoer,  In  the  immediate  vicinity ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  killed  by  the 
squad  or  not;  there  were  some  two  hundred  men  in  the  squad;  I  understand  he 
resisted  to  the  last  |  I  went  to  take  his  pistols  off  and  found  none  in  his  scabbard ;  he 
was  lying  on  the  nght-hand  side  of  the  partition  door  in  back  room ;  I  do  not  know 
who  star^  the  rumor  in  reference  to  his  resistance ;  I  do  not  know  who  went  into  the 
house  first;  Colonel  Whitaker  was  there;  do  not  know  how  many  woimds  were  found 
upon  Tylers  body ;  did  not  have  any  inquest  upon  Tyler,  because  Finley  requested 
to  take  the  body  home  and  bury  it ;  I  told  him  I  did  not  see  the  impropriety ;  not  one 
of  our  party  was  hurt  by  Tylers  resistance :  I  have  heard  the  term  used  by  some  of 
the  party  tnat  he  had  a  great  deal  of  nerve ;  I  did  not  state  that  he  was  "  dead  as  hell," 
although  accused  of  it ;  I  was  asked  by  some  parties  where  Tyler  was,  and  ''  if  the 
d— n  son  of  a  b— h  was  dead,"  and  I  told  them  "if  you  could  see  him  you  would  think 
BO ;  I  saw  the  gash  in  Clopton's  neck ;  it  was  effectually  done ;  I  ordered  his  coffin  and 
had  grave  dug;  was  not  buried  for  two  days  and  nights;  I  know  nothing  of  two  per- 
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S0D8  who  were  killed  in  the  country  ;  it  was  reported  to  me,  and  I  went  straight  there, 
but  found  none ;  I  went  up  to  the  place  where  Joe  Williams  was  killed ;  the  parties 
accused  were  brought  here  to  m^strate's  investigation. 

^1169^011.  Wliy  were  these  parties  arrested  and  arraigned  for  using  language,  when 
parties  committing  assault  and  battery  were  not  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  Mr.  Mosely  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wilson  to  take 
charge  of  the  three  men  that  were  left  in  the  office ;  I  was  at  home  at  the  time,  and  do 
not  know  what  arrangements  were  made  with  him ;  Mr.  Mosely  had  but  one  bonded 
deputy ;  Mr.  Mosely  requested  me,  where  I  saw  persons  with  arms,  unless  they  belonged 
to  one  of  the  companies,  to  take  them  away ;  I  saw  no  man  with  arms,  except  those 
that  were  of  the  sheriff's  squads ;  I  think  it  would  not  be  safe  for  Moore  to  come  back 
here;  if  I  was  Sturgis  I  would  not  come;  I  never  was  present  when  Mr,  Sturgis 
(mayor)  made  a  sjieech ;  he  is  not  a  dissipated  man,  and  not  strictly  temperate ;  never 
heanl  Moore  use  any  incendiary  language ;  Moore  stands  in  the  attitude  of,  as  some 
would  call  it,  a  snake  in  the  grass,  and  some  would  call,  a  wolf  in  sheep's  clothing. 

Quegtian.  Do  you  think  the  civil  authorities  capable  of  maintaining  order  here,  at  all 
times,  and  on  all  occasions? 

Answer,  I  would  not  give  that  as  my  opinion,  yet  awhile;  I  have  seen  Reynolds; 
never  heard  him  make  any  threats ;  he  was  over  here  on  Wednesday  after  the  riot:  he 
came  up  into  the  court-house  on  Wednesday  night  to  take  two  men  from  Captain  Hen- 
derson, who  had  them  in  charge ;  he  did  not  get  them ;  the  men  were  afterward  re- 
lieved ;  I  do  not  know  that  he  has  been  back  here  since ;  I  have  heard  that  he  was  an 
outlaw  £rom  Alabama ;  there  were  three  hundred  armed  men  on  guard  to  prevent  any 
lawlessness ;  they  were  put  in  squads  and  sent  in  different  directions ;  I  did  not  see 
any  armed  colored  men ;  I  heard  a  great  many  reports  of  the  kind ;  do  not  know  as  I 
•aw,  bnt  on  two  occasions,  colored  men  together,  one  on  Tuesday  morning,  of  about 
twenty  or  thirty,  in  front  of  a  bar-room,  some  with  guns ;  this  was  before  the  order 
to  disarm ;  the  lai^est  body  was  in  front  of  the  mayor's  office,  about  the  time  of  the 
killing  of  Tyler :  I  think  the  conduct  of  some  of  the  colored  men  here  will  justify  me 
in  sayiBg  that  the  meeting  of  Saturday  was  gotten  up  for  the  purpose  of  raising  a  dis- 
inrbaDoe  between  colored  and  white ;  there  was  an  effort  made  to  rearrest  Moore ;  a 
special  train  was  sent  in  pursuit ;  I  think  the  crime  he  had  committed  sufficient  to 
puvoe  him ;  the  warrant  i^as  issued  Sunday  evening ;  he  was  not  arrested  until  Mon- 
day morning,  in  the  court-house ;  do  not  know  of  any  causes  which  led  to  the  extra 
exertion  to  arrest  Moore  on  Tuesday ;  I  was  in  the  court-house  on  Monday  evening, 
and  had  Just  left  and  gone  into  the  sheriffs  office ;  heard  the  words  **d — ^n  liar,''  and 
oaths,  and  I  leaned  over  in  my  seat ;  about  this  time  heard  report  of  pistol ;  ran  into 
the  eonrt-room  and  saw  Tyler  standing  with  pistol  in  his  hand,  in  shooting  position, 
pointing  in  direction  of  Judge  Bramlette ;  do  not  know  who  fired  the  shot  that  kille<l 
Jod^e  Sramlette ;  Tyler  immediately  ran  through  the  sherifi's  office  aud  out  of  the 
window  after  shooting;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired;  I  could  not  s'ee 
Brantley  from  where  I  stood ;  I  state,  as  my  belief,  that  Tyler  killed  Bramlette  and  Ford ; 
do  not  say  it  positivelv ;  about  five  minutes  after  Tyler  went  out,  I  summoned  a  posse 
and  went  in  search  oi  him ;  I  stated  to  parties  that  Tyler  had  killed  Bramlette  and 
Fofd,  and  I  wanted  them  to  help  me  pursue  him ;  a  great  number  responded  to  my 
caU;  from  the  time  I  summoned  the  posse  to  the  time  he  was  killed  some  twenty  min- 
atee  ^psed ;  I  did  not  go  directly  to  the  house ;  house  is  on  the  extreme  end  of  the 
next  block ;  did  not  know  he  was  there  untU  we  found  him. 

QusBtUnu  In  your  judgment  was  it  necessary,  considering  the  number  of  men  you  had 
there,  to  kill  him  to  arrest  him  f 

Answer,  In  Tyler's  case  I  think  it  was  necessary  to  have  a  great  many  men  to  make 
the  arrest ;  none  of  my  men  have  been  hurt,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  Were  the  citizens  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff  when  they  killed  this 
manf 

Jatswer,  They  were  under  the  direction  of  the  sheriff.  I  was  sitting  in  the  sherifiPs 
office  in  position  that  I  could  see  Tyler  in  the  court-room.  Did  not  see  anybody  else 
#i(Ji  pistoL  I  went  down  on  the  trcnn  after  Moore  to  Golden  Grove ;  had  about  twenty- 
five  or  thirty  men  with  me.  I  had  a  warrant  for  his  arrest ;  the  same  warrant  on  which 
be  was  first  arrested.  I  had  a  great  many  men  with  me  that  I  knew,  and  a  great  many 
tliftt  I  did  not  know.  Moore  would  have  been  safe  had  we  found  him  ;  I  saw  no  one 
eke  on  the  road  looking  for  him ;  met  large  number  of  black  persons  on  roads  with 
guns ;  do  not  know  as  it  was  usual  for  trains  to  be  chartered  to  .pursue  men  for  breach 
of  the  peace;  there  was  nothing  paid  for  the  trains;  had  trains  on  both  roads;  tele- 
graphed to  the  offioers  and  they  readily  ^^ranted  trains  for  the  occasion ;  did  not  go 
farther  than  Golden  Grove,  which  is  within  Lauderdale  County,  in  search  for  Moore : 
went  as  far  as  the  siding  which  is  in  that  direction ;  heard  that  Mo<»e  was  on  the  roaa 
hy  a  telegram  from  Hickory  Station ;  that  Moore  had  tried  to  get  on  the  morning  train 
aod  fkyed :  I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge,  of  persons  being  taken  from  this 
eonnty  hmek  to  Alabama  without  due  process  of  law ;  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of;  I  have 
Adam  Kennard  but  ooee,  when  he  wes  over  here ;  do  not  know  whether  he  was 
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an  officer  or  nut, ;  1  know  that  Price  was  aiTosted ;  1  oxecutod  warrant  on  ou©  occasion; 
do  not  recollect  the  charco ;  some  black  people  here  in  town  made  the  charge;  be  had 
an  investigation,  and  it  did  not  amount  to  anything ;  at  one  time  it  was  reported  that 
some  colored  people  were  taken  back  to  Alabama ;  next  d<iy  a  large  crowd  of  colored 
people  appeare<l  upon  the  street. 

Question,  What  was  the  relative  position  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  Mr.  Brantley  in 
reference  to  Warren  Tyler,  at  the  tiuio  Mr.  Brantley  was  testifying  f 

Answer,  Judge  BramJette  was  seated  at  the  table ;  Mr.  Brantley  waa  in  fi*ont  of  him, 
a  little  to  the  right,  about  ten  feet ;  Tyler  was  seat4»d  m  a  chair  in  front  of  Judge  Bram- 
lett«,  a  little  to  the  loft,  distant  about  twelve  feet;  Tyler  and  Brantley  were  nearly 
opposite  each  other,  about  fil'tcon  feet  apart ;  this  was  their  i>osition  a  very  short  while 
before  I  heard  the  first  shot;  I  saw  only  two  of  them,  Tyler  and  Brantley,  afterward; 
I  do  not  know,  of  my  own  knowledge,  whether  or  not  Judge  Bramlette  and  Tyler  were 
on  good  terms  |  Judge  Bramlette  has  told  me  that  he  and  Tyler  were  not  on  speaking 
terms ;  I  was  Iriendly  with  Moore  up  to  this  time ;  we  were  from  the  same  place ;  I  did 
not  see  him  from  the  time  of  his  arrival  up  to  the  time  of  the  trial  here ;  I  could  see  no 
one  but  Tyler  at  the  time  I  saw  his  pistol  drawn,  but  judged  from  the  position  I  last 
saw  him  in,  and  the  position  in  which  Jnd^e  Bramlette  was  found,  that  it  waa  pointed 
at  Bramlette j  Moore  asked  me  for  protection:  I  replied  that  *'I  could  protect  no  one 
now ;"  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  protect  myself  at  tuis  time ;  I  did  not  have  the  warrant  for 
Moore  in  my  possession  at  this  time :  there  was  no  one  in  the  house  at  the  time  Moore 
asked  for  protection  but  a  man  by  the  name  of  Joseph ;  all  had  left.  The  seats  were 
arranged  m  two  rows  crosswise  in  the  room,  with  an  aisle  through  the  center;  four  or 
five  seats  from  each  row  had  been  taken  to  the  back  of  the  room,  leaving  a  space  of 
about  twelve  or  fourteen  feet  in  width  in  front. 

I..  D.  BELK. 

Graitviulk  Hkndeiu^on  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian  ;  have  resided  here  about  a  year;  occupation,  assistant  assessor; 
I  waa  in  Judge  Whitaker's  oiljce  at  the  time  of  the  shooting  on  Monday ;  I  know  nothing 
about  the  shooting  of  Tyler  of  my  own  knowledge ;  have  heard  no  statements  as  to  who 
shot  him ;  I  was  out  in  the  street  just  as  Clopton  waa  falling ;  I  saw  him  when  be  waa 
within  five  or  six  feet  from  the  ground  ^  I  did  not  not  look  up  to  the  balcony  at  the 
time  to  see  who  was  on  it ;  I  know  nothing  about  the  killing  of  those  three  men  across 
the  railroad ;  Richard  Jackson  stated  that  when  the  crowd  went  up  to  escort  Mr.  Stur- 
gia  to  the  train  these  Alabamians  took  the  niggers  out  and  killed  them;  I  was  in  the 
crowd  when  Tyler  waa  killed ;  I  had  a  gun ;  waa  not  summoned ;  when  I  heard  what 
waa  goins  on  I  waa  under  the  impression  that  the  colored  people  were  rising,  and  joined 
the  equad ;  I  have  never  felt  that  there  waa  any  cause  for  fear  or  danger ;  I  waa  present 
a^  the  meeting  of  Monday ;  do  not  recollect  of  any  committee  being  appointed  to  wait 
upon  the  mayor,  reqneating  him  to  leave;  there  waa  a  committee  appointed  to  wait 
upon  Governor  Alcorn ;  I  cannot  say  what  the  conduct  of  Deputy  Sheriff  Belk  was 
when  Tyler  waa  killed :  I  waa  considerably  excited ;  there  were  probably  five  hundred 
armed  men ;  saw  no  colored  people  with  arms ;  very  few  colored  people  could  be  seen 
at  this  time ;  I  did  not  hear  Mr.  Moore  on  Monday  request  to  make  a  speech;  it  was 
suggested  by  Mr.  Shearer  that  Mr.  Moore  waa  preaent,  and  persons  among  the  audience 
interred  from  tl^at  that  Mr.  Moore  would  be  requested  to  speak,  and  they  did  not  want 
to  hear  him,  and  remarked  that  ''he  had  made  his  speecn  on  Saturday;''  Moore  haa 
always  been  treated  with  respect  here ;  it  was  the  impression  among  the  people  here 
that  it  was  a  pre-arranged  plan  of  Moore's  to  bring  about  a  riot ;  he  waa  present  at  the 
meeting  of  the  blacks  on  Saturday,  and  I  heard  that  he  made  an  incendiary  speech,  one 
calculated  to  bring  od  a  riot ;  the  object  of  the  meeting  on  Monday  was  to  send  a 
committee  to  the  governor  to  have  Sturgis  removed ;  I  do  not  know  as  there  waa  any 
other  object ;  the  people  felt  that  they  were  not  safe  out  at  nighta,  as  there  was  constant 
firing  about  the  city ;  I  do  not  suppose  that  a  white  man  could  get  up  here  and  make 
an  incendiary  speech  without  being  taken  to  task  for  it,  any  more  thau  a  colored  man; 
the  committing  of  auch  outragea  as  the  coming  over  here  from  Alabama  of  those  people, 
and  taking  away  those  people,  was  not  encouraged  by  the  people,  and  I  think  waa 
sufficient  grounds  to  justify  the  colored  people  in  the  holding  of  the  meeting  on  Satur- 
day ;  I  do  not  know  by  whom  this  constant  firing  was  done ;  I  think  Mr.  W.  U.  Rush 
was  present  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  Mr.  Moseley  and  Mr.  Belk,  during  the  excite- 
ment, did  all  they  could  to  restore  peace  and  order ;  if  this  community  had  any  inten- 
tion of  killing  the  blacks,  they  would  have  done  it  when  they  all  had  arms ;  there  were 
only  a  few  oi  the  blacks  against  which  any  animosity  existed ;  I  reached  the  house 
where  I'ylcr  was  killed  about  a  minute  afterward;  cannot  state  positively  the  time; 
think  it  waa  between  two  and  four  o'clock ;  I  remained  there  probably  from  three  to 
five  minutea,  and  returned  immediately  to  the  court-house;  cannot  state  positively  how 
long  afterward  it  waa  that  I  saw  Clopton  falling  from  the  balcony;  I  uuderstoo<l  that 
bo  waa  brought  back  to  the  sherifi's  office;  I  do  not  know  in  which  room  the  prisoners 
were  confined ;  I  tliink  I  aaw  Mr.  Belk  take  a  pistol  away  from  a  prisoner  said  to  be  laaao 
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Lee ;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired  at  the  house  in  which  Tyler  was  killed ; 
T^ler  had  a  great  many  wounds ;  do  not  know  whether  any  resietaDce  was  made  by 
Tyler  or  not ;  I  do  not  know  who  occupied  the  house  in  which  Tyler  was  killed. 

G.  HENDERSON. 

J.  B.  Smith  sworn: 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  1  am  the  chancery  clerk  acd  iiostmaster ;  I  was  present  when 
the  arrest  of  Aaron  Moore  was  made  by  the  sherijf ;  I  was  in  conversation  with  Mooro 
in  the  chancery  clcrk^s  office,  and  the  sheriff  came  in  with  a  paper  in  his  hand  and 
told  Moore  and  Tyler  to  consider  themselves  under  arrest ;  Moore  iuquired  what  he  was 
arrested  for ;  sheriff  replied  for  complicity  with  Deunis  iu  making  incendiary  speeches 
on  Saturday  night,  and  he  further  remarked  that  he  did  not  consider  that  the  charges 
amounted  to  anything,  and  sheriff  then  walked  away ;  he  did  not  take  them  iu  custody 
implying  from  fiis  conduct  that  the  charges  were  eo  frivolous  tlisit  tbey  would  not. 
amount  to  anything,  and  he  told  Moore  that  he  did  not  think  the  charges  would  giva 
him  any  trouble ;  I  was  in  ray  office  and  in  the  hall,  and  heard  some  parts  of  the  speeches 
that  were  made  on  Monday ;  I  think  it  was  Mr.  Shearer  who  made  the  suggestion,  or 
motion,  "that  Moore  be  allowed  to  speak,  and  the  expression  was  general  that  tbey  did 
not  want  to  hear  him ;  I  returned  from  Jackson  on  the  9th ;  at  the  meeting  place  of  the 
trains,  about  sixty  or  seventy  miles  from  here,  I  saw  two  citizens  of  Meridian,  J.  F. 
Sanford  and  J.  \V.  Draugn,  get  off  one  train  and  on  the  other ;  they  got  on  the  train 
returning  to  Meridian;  saw  no  arms;  did  not  know  their  business:  tbey  said  that 
er^ery thing  was  peaceable  in  Meridian ;  I  saw  two  or  three  boys  at  Forest  get  on  the 
train  and  return  to  Meridian ;  some  two  or  three  more  got  on  at  each  station  coming 
this  way ;  when  the  train  reached  Meridian  there  were  in  all  twenty  or  more ;  somo 
had  arms ;  rather  unusual  for  citizens  to  be  making  excursions  of  that  kind ;  some  of 
them  wei'e  bar-keepers,  some  clerks  in  stores ;  I  should  think  it  unusual  for  them  to  be 
making  excursions  at  this  time;  cannot  say  as  there  was  a  general  feeling  of  regret  at 
the  arrival  of  Moore  in  Jackson,  as  I  do  not  know ;  do  not  know  of  any  individual  ex- 
pressing any  regret  at  his  safe  arrival ;  heard  some  prominent  citizens  of  the  town  say 
that  they  were  glad  that'  he  got  there  safe ;  I  have  known  Moore  some  ten  or  twelvo 
years:  I  have  known  of  his  movements  the  last  five  years;  since  connection  with  the 
republican  party  have  been  intimately  acquainted  with  his  movements;  he  never 
intentionally  got  up  any  trouble;  I  have  thought  at  times  that  his  conduct  was  indis- 
creet; and  have  advised  him  at  times  to  be  prudent  and  discreet,  as  I  thought  it  was 
liable  to  cause  trouble  to  got  up  a  feeling  of  bitterness  between  the  races  that  would 
cause  trouble ;  know  nothing  in  reference  to  his  connection  with  reported  arrest  for 
whipping  a  man  some  two  or  three  years  ago ;  the  report  of  whipping  was  for  parties 
entering  Council  of  League  as  spies  witho'ut  authority;  I  was  appointed  by  the  meeting 
on  Monday  on  committee  to  go  to  Jackson  to  try  to  get  some  changes  in  officials,  par- 
ticularly mayor ;  I  applied  to  the  governor  as  a  member  of  the  committee  for  this  pur- 
pose: there  had  been  a  petition  signed  by  a  number  of  democrats  and  several  wnite 
repuolicans  of  this  city,  requesting  his  removal ;  I  signed  i>etition  with  some  modifica- 
tioDs ;  I  did  not  sign  the  petition  because  he  was  not  a  good  officer  but  to  appease  the 
popular  opinion,  as  he  was  powerless  to  do  good ;  was  powerless  because  he  did  not 
have  the  respect  and  suppdrt  of  the  white  citizens  generally;  he  was  a  man  of  very 
firm,  decided  views,  and  became  very  extreme  and  ultra  in  his  political  views  and 
other  respects ;  became  so  ultra  in  his  political  views  that  he  became  to  be  partial ; 
this  opposition  set  in  from  the  time  he  was  appointed  by  General  Ames ;  the  opinio^i 
cf  the  partiality  of  the  mayor  was  formed  from  outside  rumors  entirely,  as  I  have 
never  attended  his  courts;  he  had  been  here  about  a  year  and  a  half  before  he  was 
^pointed  by  General  Ames ;  he  was  engaged  in  mercantile  business ;  was  very  quiet. 

Question,  Was  this  opposition  to  Mr.  Sturgis  not  common  to  persons  holding  office 
from  the  same  authority  ? 

Answer,  Not  to  the  same  extent. 

QwesHan,  Why  was  it  not  to  the  same  extent! 

Ansvo&r,  Perhaps  because  other  officers  were  not  thrown  in  direct  contact  with  the 
people  as  ho  was ;  and  another  reason  was,  ho  did  not  confine  his  a^sociatioa  altogether 
with  white  people;  he  was  more  disposed  to  a^'oeiate  with  colored  peoxile  than  most 
of  the  other  white  republicans  in  the  community, 

QueaUon.  Was  there  not  a  system  of  ostracism  practiced  toward  him  by  the  whito 
people  which  was  not  practiced  toward  Judge  Lcachman  and  other  white  ropuhlk^ans 
of  the  county? 

Anfnccr.  Kather  more  especially  against  him;  it  may  have  beon  becaugo  ho  was  a 
northern  man;  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  there  is  more  oppo-jitioii  t(mard  uorMiem 
than  southern  republicans ;  I  was  in  my  office  on  tbo  day  of  j;!;.-  inecting  of  the  colored 
people  on  Saturday,  and  was  informed  by  Judge  Gibbon i*  alid  Mr.  McMullins  that  tho 
speeches  were  incendiary ;  I  stepped  to  the  door  aiul  honrd  Clopton,  in  speaking,  say 
tuat  they  must  take  the  matter  in  their  own  hands  and  light  it  ont,  and  not  let  tbo 
Alabamians  come  over  here ;  I  then  went  and  informed  the  sheriff  that,  if  the  meeting 
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was  not  broken  np,  it  would  lead  to  a  disturbance  and  trouble;  I  could  see  a  feeling  of 
enthusiasm  among  the  colored  people,  and  was  satisfied  from  speeches  of  that  character 
that  the  white  people  would  not  remain  quiet ;  the  Alabamians  were  not  here  at  this 
time. 

Question,  IIow  long  before  this  meeting  of  the  colored  men  was  it  that  the  Alabami- 
ans were  in  Meridian  and  took  off  the  colored  menf 

A-nmcer,  About  three  weeks. 

Qxiesiion,  Do  you  know  whether  the  sheriff  was  notified  of  the  presence  of  the  Ala- 
bamianS)  and  whether  he  made  any  attempt  to  arrest  them  f 

Afistcer.  In  my  presence  one  colored  man  notified  the  sheriff  that  a  crowd  of  men  got 
off  at  the  depot.  This  man  stated  that  they  had  beat  one  or  two  colored  men  ttod  tied 
two  or  three  colored  men. 

Question.  At  the  time  this  man  was  sjteaking  to  the  sheriff,  did  yon  see  any  armed 
men? 

Answer,  I  saw  eight  or  ten  whit«e  men  about  the  post  office;  did  not  know  any  of 
them ;  I  do  not  think  they  were  citizens  of  this  place. 

QuesHon,  Do  you  know  the  objects  for  which  the  meeting  was  called  on  Satmrdayf 

Answer,  I  thought  I  did,  but  it  seems  I  did  not ;  Tyler  informed  me  that  it  "wsb  a 
meeting  of  the  colored  men  of  the  town  in  fa^or  of  retaining  Mr.  Sturgis  as  mayor,  and 
Mr.  Mosely  as  sheriff,  as  there  was  some  talk  of  their  removal  at  tois  time ;  do  not 
know -whether  the  meeting  gave  any  formal  expression  in  reference  to  the  remoTBl  of 
"Mr,  Sturgis  and  the  sheriff;  was  told  that  they  aid  not :  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not 
the  speedies  made  had  any  reference  to  the  removal  oi  these  officers ;  I  was  tolerably 
well  acquainted  with  Stnrgis ;  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  fire ;  know  nothing  cm 
the  origin ;  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore  was  present ;  I  was  there  abont  12 
o'clock ;  Mr.  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  I  think  was  not  a  member  of  the  firm ;  the  firm  wbb 
T.  -Sturgis :  I  always  r.^arded  tlie  mayor  as  manager  of  the  concern ;  I  considered  it  in 
as  good  a  financial  condition  as  any  house  in  town.  I  suppose  that  the  remarks  heard 
in  vhe  speech  on  Saturday  alluded  to  the  first  visit  of  the  Alabamians,  and  the  carrying 
off  of  the  three  or  four  colored  men. 

Question.  Did  you  regard  it  as  incendiary  on  the  part  of  the^olored  pe(^le  to 
denounce  such  conduct  as  that  which  characterized  the  visit  of  the  Alabamians  f 

Answer,  Not  simply  the  act  of  denouncing  it,  but  the  threats  ''  to  arm  and  fight  it 
out,''  to  prevent  its  repetition.  The  conduct  of  these  people  was  generally  condemned 
by  the  citizens  of  Meridian,  regardless  of  party. 

Question,  Did  not  a  great  many  men  of  one  particular  party  applaud  itf 

Answer,  Not  to  my  knowledge ;  I  do  n^t  think  Moore  or  Sturgis  would  be  safe  to 
conie  back  here. 

Question,  If  they  should  return,  what  would  be  the  treatment  toward  them  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  find  it  pleasant  residing  in  this 
community ;  I  have  never  heard  any  direct  threats  against  Moore  or  Sturgis  since  they 
left,  but  from  remarks  I  have  heard,  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  safe.  Mr.  Sturgis 
wii#  generally  regarded  as  an  upright  business  man  ;  I  do  not  think  the  charges  against 
him  had  any  foundation  in  fact ;  do  not  consider  that  I  was  invited  to  the  meeting  of 
the  colored  people  on  Saturday ;  do  not  think  that  any  other  white  republicans  were 
invited  except  Mr.  Mosely,  who  was  invited  to  be  present,  and  set  himself  right  before 
the  colored  people ;  was  notified  by  Tyler  that  it  was  a  meeting  of  the  colored  men  of 
the  town ;  Moore  returned  from  Jackson  on  Friday  evening  preceding  the  Satnniay  of 
the  meeting ;  not  usual  for  Moore  to  return  during  the  present  session  of  the  lej^isla- 
ture,  at  the  last  of  every  week ;  I  do  not  know  that^loore  applied  to  the  governor  to  have 
any  of  the  officials  here  removed ;  I  know  that  two  colored  men,  Clopton  and  Radford, 
had  been  to  Jackson  during  the  week  of  Moore's  return,  and  returned  with  Moore  on 
Friday ;  I  was  told  that  they  went  down  to  the  governor  to  prevail  upon  him,  if  pos- 
sible, not  to  remove  Mayor  Sturgis ;  I  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore  had  anything 
to  do  with  the  calling  of  the  meeting  on  Saturday ;  do  not  know  who  presided  at  the 
meeting,  but  think  perhaps  Dennis  was  chairman ;  do  not  know  whether  there  was  a 
secretaxy  or  not.  ^ 

J.  R.  SMITH. 

Mrs.  Peggy  Johnson  sworn : 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  I  stay  in  the  restaurant  nearly  opposite  the  court-house,  kept  by 
Mr.  Santon ;  I  was  standing  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  court-house  when  Clopton 
was  thrown  out  and  Tyler  jumped  out ;  I  saw  the  men  when  they  threw  Clopton  out ; 
I  cannot  give  the  names  of  the  persons  who  threw  him  out ;  Colonel  Home  Jumped 
upon  him  and  stamped  him  when  he  reached  the  ground ;  I  saw  Tyler  when  he  lumped 
out ;  he  ran  through  George  Moore's  barber  shop ;  he  was  shot  when  he  reached  the 
ground  to  where  he  iumped;  he  was  shot  in  the  back;  I  thought,  from  the  way  he 
clapped  his  hands  to  his  back ;  he  cried  "  O,  Lord  P  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  shot  him ;  he  is 
a  citizen  of  this  place ;  I  saw  Tyler  when  he  came  from  the  balcony,  swing  down  on 
the  iron  brace  under  the  balcony,  and  immediately  ran  off;  he  did  not  mil  to  tho 
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grooDd ;  Wilson  came  out  on  the  balcony  and  shot  him  with  a  gun ;  I  saw  Tyler's  pistol 
buckled  behind  him  in  his  case ;  his  coat  at  the  time  was  over  his  back ;  I  was  stand- 
ing on  the  comer  when  they  returned  from  Parker's  shopj  and  they  stated  that  they 
"  had  killed  the  damned  old  rasciil  f  they  then  formed  in  jme  and  threw  up  their  hats^ 
cheering  and  saying,  "  the  damned  old  rascals  are  dead,  "Warren  Tyler  and  Rill  Clop- 
ton  f  Tyler  did  not  have  a  pistol  in  his  hand  when  he  came  out  on  the  gallery ;  I  saw 
bim  when  he  sprang  out  of  the  door ;  I  did  not  see  them  do  any  more  shootiug  after 
that ;  I  know  the  sheriflf  and  deputy  sheriff;  I  know  Mr.  Belk ;  Mr.  Bclk  was  standing 
on  the  corner  next  Travis's  grocery ;  Mr.  Mosely  was  on  his  horse  on  the  corner 
opposite  the  court-house,  and  Mr.  Mosely  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  there 
without  their  arms,  and  asked  them  why  they  did  not  get  their  arms  and  get  in  line 
and  go  to  Tyler's  house ;  Mr.  Kamscy  asked  Mr.  Mosely  what  crowd  ho  was  command- 
iug;  Mr.  Mosely  inquired  "Why;"  and  further  replied,  *'That  crowd  over  there," 
jjointing  to  a  large  crowd  of  white  men  ;  the  crowd  had  no  ann,i ;  Mr.  Ramsey  r(,'plied, 
"  Sir,  1  want  you  to  be  particular ;"  there  were  no  colored  people  uw  the  street  at  tliis 
time  ;  there  was  a  horse  company  and  a  foot  company  started  up  the  street  to  search 
for  Aaron  Moore,  saving  that  "he  has  ruined  our  country  and  we  are  going  to  have 
him  f  could  not  point  out  the  one  who  made  the  expression ;  I  went  for  Mr.  Clop  ton's 
wife,  and  told  her  that  her  husband  was  lying  out  in  tho  street,  and  to  go  and  get  him; 
tried  to  get  "a  colored  man  to  drive  the  wagon,  but  ho  would  not  do  it ;  he  said  ho  was 
afraid :  I  drove  it  myself;  she  asked  the  sheriff  for  her  husband,  and  ho  (Mr.  Mosely) 
relied,  "Go  back  home  and  stay  there;  you  can't  get  him;  these  men  won't  let  you 
have  him ;"  he  ^Dennis)  was  struggling  in  his  blood  at  this  time,  not  dead  yet;  I  saw 
some  men  bringing  Ilenry  Johnson  and  Marion  White  to  to\wi ;  both  of  them  hail  their 
beads  bent ;  these  men  were  brought  to  the  court-houso ;  I  did  not  know  tho  names  of 
any  of"  tho  squad ;  I  lived  here  before  the  railroad  was  built  here.;  I  am  a  married 
woman ;  Henry  Johnson  is  my  husband's  name ;  am  not  living  with  him  at  this  time ; 
have  been  separated  pince  about  two  months  before  last  Christmas;  he  was  an  alder- 
man of  this  town ;  I  have  heard  about  Ku-Klux ;  have  never  seen  any ;  saw  the  Ala-  • 
bama  men ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of  dread  of  tlie  Ku-Klux  in  this  country ;  have  heard 
of  tho  Ku-Klux  killing  Joe  Williams ;  I  have  been  out  to  his  house  twice  since ;  heard 
that  they  were  disguised ;  1  have  heard  of  the  Ku-Klnx  being  after  Kizer ;  they  were 
not  in  disguise ;  came  in  tho  night ;  Kizer  is  in  Jackson ;  do  not  know  the  men  that 
were  taken  away  by  the  Alabamians;  the  colored  people,  after  the  meeting  of  Satur- 
day, marched  around  tho  streets,  beating  drum  until  dark ;  did  not  see  them  have  any 
arms;  I  am  kept  at  my  business  until  late  ;  started  for  my  home  about  11  o'clock,  and 
met  armed  men,  and  was  halted  by  them  ;  Mr.  Wagner  was  among  them;  by  Ku-Klux 
1  understand  the  meaning  to  be  men  that  go  out  in  the  night  disguised ;  I  did  not  see  I 
any  such  parties  Saturday  night  of  the  fire ;  they  were  straightout  men  without  dis- 
gaises,  going  along  with  their  guns ;  this  was  after  tho  fire,  way  yonder  about  midnight; 
a  good  many  colored  people  have  left  since  this  disturbance ;  a  greiit  many  took  foot 
and  went  to  tho  woods  and  sent  for  their  wives;  I  came  near  leaving  myself;  wxts 
afraid  to  stay,  as  1  heard  the  Alabamians  said  they  were  goin^  to  take  me  awaj^;  it 
seemed  to  bo  known  that  the  Alabamians  were  coming  here  before  they  came ;  1  know 
of  two  women  said  to  be  outraged ;  do  not  know  anything  about  their  character ;  Ellen 
Parton  and  Mrs.  Johnson  were  tho  two ;  eaid  to  bo  four  in  all ;  the  Alabamians  did 
not  do  this;  I  was  at  the  church  Sunday  night  and  saw  a  crowd  of  white  mA,  armed, 
come  by  tho  church,  and  pass  on  by ;  they  were  all  walking ;  went  by  the  Methodist 
ebarch  and  kept  on  toward  the  Baptist  church ;  I  know  where  Captain  Duck  lives ;  do 
not  know  whether  they  went  toward  his  house ;  they  were  all  upon  the  hill ;  he  lives 
near  the  Baptist  church  ;  I  understand  from  my  sister  that  some  of  the  parties  under- 
took to  outrage  her ;  1  think  some  of  them  weie  yoimg  girls,  one  of  them  about  fifteen 
years  of  age ;  tho  squad  I  met  halted  me,  and  Mr.  Wagner  asked  me  where  I  was  going; 
I  told  him  I  wa^  going  about  my  business ;  Mr.  Adams  told  me  "  not  to  talk  so  G— d 

d n  big ;  ho  would  take  me  up ;"  1  told  him  to  "  take  mo  up  and  shoot  me,  put  me  in 

the  guard-liouse,  or  do  what  he  pleased,  I  wasn't  bothering  him  ;"  they  formed  in  a  line 
and  went  back  to  Bill  Dennis's  house,  and  I  ran  from  my  house  over  there. 

her 
PEGGY  -f  JOHNSON. 

6I1ARLOTTE  Fagan,  being  sworn : 

1  reside  in  Meridian ;  I  know  nothing  fui-ther  about  the  woman  said  to  be  outraged 
than  what  was  told  mo  by  Parthenia  Greene;  tho  little  girl's  name  is  Onio  Paton, 
between  ten  and  eleven  yea»^  old ;  I  have  heard  of  others  down  in  this  part  of  town ; 
I  saw  men  at  the  burning  of  Moore's  house;  I  saw  men  in  Moore's  house,  and  heard 
great  noise  like  they  were  breaking  up  the  pots  and  dishes,  and  tho  captain  (lieuderson) 
■aid  "  come  out  of  there,  Bob,"  and  Bob  said  "  we  are  fixing  to  run  a  big  rabbit  out  01 
his  den ;"  this  was  tho  last  time  the  men  went  there ;  the  breaking  of  the  stoves 
and  dishes  was  by  the  first  party,  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  before  this  last  party 
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came;  I  saw  Captain  llendereoD  in  the  labt  purtjs  thost*  that  were  6u  foot  wero  the 
ones  that  went  into  the  house  both  times ;  there  was  a  man  in  my  house  to  look  fi>r 
gunSi  and  inquired  my  husband^s  name,  and  said  that  his  name  was  Skinner ;  there 
were  two  Kn-Elnx  caught  upon  the  hill  by  Warren  Tyler ;  they  say  they  were  dis- 
guised ;  I  did  not  see  them ;  they  were  in  my  house ;  Clopton  made  Tyler  turn  them, 
loose ;  they  belonged  in  this  town ;  they  staid  at  Plulburt's  or  Sturgis'  store ;  were 
clerks ;  they  said  that  they  had  long  gowns  on ;  did  not  get  their  gowns ;  this  waa  about 
six  weeks  ago;  about  the  time  they  were  trying  to  catch  Mr.  Price,  the  school-teacher ; 
I  do  not  know  any  of  the  men  that  went  into  Moore's  house ;  1  saw  two  men  with 
torches  when  they  fired  the  church;  never  heard  who  those  men  were;  I  live  right 
near  Moore's  house ;'  do  not  know  whether  or  not  Moore's  furniture  was  out  of  the  house ; 
Moore  has  always  preached  peace  in  his  church;  he  sometimes  came  home  in  two 
weeks ;  sometimes  in  throe  weeks ;  could  not  tell  when  he  did  come  home ;  Moore's  wife 
lived  here ;  the  colored  people  have  always  tried  to  manage  in  a  way  to  keep  peace ; 
Clopton  was  always  regarded  as  an  outrageous  man ;  they  say  he  was  drunk  the  night 
of  the  fire ;  always  hoard  the  white  people  say  that  he  said  things  that  he  had  no 
business  to  say ;  the  colored  people  did  not  pay  much  attention  to  him,  as  he  was  always 
drinking,  and  I  know  of  no  one  that  was  led  by  him ;  Warren  Tyler  was  a  very  good 
peaceable  fellow,  so  far  as  I  know ;  I  knew  him  before  he  was  grown ;  I  saw  them 
when  they  shot  Isaac  Loe;  I  think  the  man's  name  is  Adams;  I  heard  a  man  on 
horse  say,  "Adams,  did  you  halt  himf  "  Adams  said  "  Yes ;"  but  he  did  not  have  any- 
halting  to  do,  as  he  was  right  under  the  house ;  I  saw  the  man  when  he  shot  him  ; 
Mr.  Lee  went  across  the  hill  to  some  white  people's  house;  he  went  in  the  yard, 
and  another  party  who  w6re  coming  up  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  were  going  to 
shoot,  and  Mr.  Swann  waved  his  hand  to  them  not  to  shoot;  Lee  at  this  time  w^as  in 
the  white  people's  yard;  they  got  him  and  brought  him  down  to  the  court-honeo; 
Mr.  Swann  was  with  the  men  when  they  shot ;  the  man  called  Adams  lives  here  in 
town;  I  have  seen  him  often;  he  lived  close  by  where  the  shooting  was  done,  but  has 
moved  down  here ;  it  was  about  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  1  saw  the  last  party 
that  I  discovered  the  fire ;  I  do  not  know  whether  .the  men  who  caught  the  Ku-Elux 
were  armed  or  not ;  I  am  a  member  of  the  church  which  Mr.  Moore  had  charge  of; 
they  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  gowns  on ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  had  anything 
over  their  faces  or  not^  I  do  not  Know  the  names  of  the  two  men  who  were  reported  to 
me  as  being  dead  out  m  the  country ;  said  to  be  black  men ;  they  were  found,  or  said 
to  be  seen,  oy  Mrs.  Saulsbury ;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  one  went  to  look  for  the 
bodies  or  not;  I  heard  no  reasons  assigned  by  the  parties  pursuing  Isaac  Lee  why  they 
wanted  to  capture  him ;  it  was  in  the  yard  of  Mr.  Houston  that  Isaac  Lee  went  when 
they  were  pursuing  him. 

^  her 

CHARLOTTE  -f  FAGAN. 
mark. 
Ellen  Paicton,  being  sworn,  states : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  have  resided  here  nine  years ;  occupation,  "washing  and  ironing 
and  scouring ;  Wednesday  night  was  the  last  night  they  came  to  my  house ;  by  "  they^ 
I  mean  bodies  or  companies  of  men ;  they  came  on  Monday,  Tuesday,  and  Wednesday ; 
on  Monday  night  they  said  that  they  came  to  do  ns  no  harm ;  on  Tuesday  mghi  thej 
said  they  came  for  the  arms ;  I  told  them  there  was  none,  and  they  said  they  would 
take  my  word  for  it ;  on  Wednesday  night  they  came  and  broke  open  the  wardrobe  and 
trunks,  and  committed  rape  upon  me ;  there  were  eight  of  them  in  the  house ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  there  wore  outside ;  they  were  white  men ;  there  was  a  light  in  the 
house;  I  was  living  in  Marshal  Ware's  house;  there  were  three  lights  burning;  Mr. 
Ware  has  been  one  of  the  policemen  of  this  town ;  he  was  conceal^  at  the  time  they 
came ;  they  took  the  claw  hammer  and  broke  open  the  pantry  where  he  was  lying ;  he 
was  concealed  in  the  pantry  under  some  plunder,  covered  up  well ;  I  guess  he  covered 
himself  up ;  a  man  said  "  here  is  Marshal's  hat,  where  is  Marsha]  f  "  I  told  him  "  I  did 
not  know;"  they  went  then  into  everything  in  the  house,  and  broke  open  the  ward- 
robe ;  I  called  upon  Mr.  Mike  Slamon,  who  was  one  of  the  crowd,  for  protection ;  I  said 
to  him  "  please  protect  me  to>night,  yon  have  known  me  a  long  time ; "  this  man  cov- 
ered up  his  head  then ;  he  had  a  hold  of  me  at  this  time ;  Mr.  Slamon  had  an  oil-cloth 
and  put  it  before  his  face,  trying  to  conceal  himself,  and  the  man  that  had  hold  of  me 
told  me  not  to  call  Mr.  Slamon's  name  any  more ;  he  then  took  me  in  the  dining  roo«i, 
and  told  me  that  I  had  to  do  just  what  he  said :  I  told  him  I  could  do  nothing  of  that 
sort ;  that  was  not  my  way,  and  he  replied  "  by  God,  yon  have  got  to,"  and  then  threw 
me  down ;  this  man  nad  a  black  eye,  where  some  one  bad  beaten  him ;  he  had  a  blaok 
velvet  cap  on ;  after  he  got  through  with  me  he  came  through  the  house,  and  said  that 
he  was  alter  the  Union  Leagues ;  I  yielded  to  him  because  he  had  a  pistol  drawn;  when 
he  took  me  down  ho  hurt  me  of  course ;  I  yielded  to  him  on  that  account ;  he  never 
injured  me  any  ways,  but  hurt  me  with  his  pistol;  from  there  they  went  off;  looked 
like  a  heap  around  the  house;  there  were  ei^ht  in  the  house;  I  knew  no  one  but 
Slamon ;  ho  is  employed  by  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad  Company  to  grease  cam;  I 
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^  not  know  of  any  other  woman  who  was  treated  as  I  was,  but  ha^e  heard  of  them  ; 
I  did  not  notice  the  faces  of  any  of  the  rest ;  they  tamed  their  faces  aronnd  from  me; 
these  were  different  men  from  those  that  were  there  on  Monday  and  Tuesday  nights ; 
those  were  all  strangers  that  were  to  my  house  on  the  last  night  but  Slamon ;  I  am 
generally  acquainted  in  Meridian ;  those  with  Slamon  I  did  not'take  to  be  citizens  of 
this  town ;  those  were  citizens  who  called  on  the  two  nights  preceding,  and  did  no 
damage;  those  who  called  on  the  first  two  nishts  treated  me  kindly;  I  complained  to 
Ci»t.  £arlyy  who  was  acting  constable,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  stop  all  of  that, 
and  that  they  were  men  who  came  in  here,  and  he  was  V0ry  mad  about  it ;  the  reason 
why  I  did  not  make  an  affidavit  against  this  man  was  because  it  was  in  the  night,  and 
I  told  Capt.  Early  next  morning ;  I  told  a  great  many  of  the  citizens  about  it,  and  they 
bad  known  me  for  a  long  time,  and  said  it  was  scandalous ;  I  told  Dr.  Phillips  and  Mr. 
Barney  how  they  done  me,  and  I  told  some  white  ladies  about  it,  too ;  I  did  not  stay 
at  home  any  more  for  a  week  afterward ;  I  am  a  married  woman ;  have  been  parted 
fiom  my  husband  since  the  surrender ;  I  am  not  living  with  him ;  there  is  one  other 
woman  living  with  me  named  Alice  Batt ;  this  man  h^  her  in  there  first,  and  Alice 
Batt  told  me  that  he  said  to  her  to  ffo  away,  that  ''she  was  rotten,''  and  to  call  that 
other  woman ;  and  when  I  went  to  him  he  asked  me  "  what  is  the  matter  with  that 
other  woman  f"  Alice  Batt  moved  in  on  Monday ;  I  know  nothing  in  reference  to  her, 
only  she  lived  in  the  rear ;  don't  know  what  she^oes  for  a  living;  the  one  that  com- 
mitted the  rape  upon  me  was  called  by  one  of  the  party  "  Capt.  Jinks ; "  he  had  a  black 
^e ;  there  was  a  ught  in  the  room  :  I  saw  him  in  the  room  with  Alice,  but  do  not  know 
what  he  did  with  her ;  I  was  in  the  same  room  at  the  other  end  when  Alice  told  me 
4iat  he  wanted  me. 

ber 
ELLEN  H-PARTON. 

mark. 

There  was  nobo  dy  in  the  room  at  the  time  he  had  me ;  he  drove  Alice  cut  of  there 
there  was  an  old  bed  in  the  room,  broken  down  and  piled  up ;  did  not  straighten  out 
the  bed ;  he  just  pressed  me  down ;  I  never  was  treated  that  way  before ;  I  never  was 
fixroed  before ;  Marshal  Ware's  wife  is  dead ;  he  is  not  married. 

hor 
ELLEN  +  PAETON. 
mark. 

Theodore  Stu&gis,  sworn : 

I  was  not  examined  before  the  investigating  court ;  as  regards  the  origin  of  the  fire 
on  Saturday  night,  I  cannot  give  yon  any  light  upon  that  subject ;  there  are  four  parties 
employed  in  my  store,  William  Sturgis,  Edgar  Sturgis,  David  C.  Smith,  and  myself;  the 
store  was  a  story  and  a  half  frame  building,  formerly  a  church ;  the  house  was  worth 
two  thousand  doUarsj  I  was  the  owner;  I  was  doing  what  was  called  a  lien  business; 
I  kept  groceries,  dry  goods,  general  ^oods,  and  country  supplies ;  I  have  been  taking 
Hens  for  a  montn,  predicated  upon  this  year's  crop ;  I  refused  to  credit  until  after  the 
first  of  April ;  I  had  considerable  out  on  last  years  busioess;  I  had  thirteen  thousand 
dollars'  worth  of  stock  on  hand ;  got  some  goods  in  on  the  day  of  the  fire,  and  got  in 
qiAte  a  stock  of  goods  recently ;  m v  stock  was  full ;  have  been  ^doing  business  here 
smoe  1862 ;  I  had  one  thousand  dollars  insurance  on  building  and  eight  thousand  on 
stock ;  being  burned  out  at  this  time  interferes  very  much  with  my  business,  as  now 
is  the  time  uiat  planters  want  their  liens  filled  ;  could  not  tell  whether  fire  originated 
in  my  store  or  Mr.  Hurlburt's,  or  between  them ;  both  are  frame  buildings ;  I  was  at 
my  residence  at  the  time ;  I  saved  four  thousand  dollars  of  my  stock,  which  is  more 
tlum  any  one  else  on  the  block  saved ;  the  fire  broke  out  just  after  dark ;  the  store  was 
closed  at  the  time  the  fire  broke  out;  brother  had  the  kev  at  home;  mv younger 
brother  dept  in  the  building ;  there  were  no  combustibles  other  than  matches  there ; 
my  younger  brother,  Edgar,  was  at  home  with  me  at  the  time  of  the  fire ;  be  had  been 
home  long  enough  to  eat  his  supper,  when  William  Sturgis  came  running  in  and  said 
"  there  is  a  fire  on  our  comer,  hurry  down ;"  cannot  throw  any  light  upon  the  origin 
of  the  fire ;  have  not  been  able  to  ascertain  anything  in  relation  to  the  origin  of  the 
fire ;  at  this  time  Edgar  Sturgis  had  the  key  to  the  store ;  the  books  were  not  burned ; 
I  saved  them ;  the  whole  upx>6r  portion  of  the  building  was  on  fire  when  I  reached  there ; 
the  doors  were  broken  open  when  Edgar  and  myself  reached  there ;  have  heard  that 
Tc»n  Pelton  broke  them  open  ;  I  owned  the  lot  upon  which  the  building  stood ;  the 
businees  was  transacted  in  my  own  name,  T.  Sturgis ;  the  insurance  policy  was  in  the 
name  of  Theodore  Sturgis ;  the  house  was  perfectly  solvent;  I  staid  at  the  fire  until 
after  the  goods  were  carried  up ;  the  people  generally  assisted ;  quite  a  number  of  col- 
•ored  peoplo  were  there;  William  Dennis  was  intoxicated,  and  perhaps  talked  too 
ranch ;  I  tsQked  to  him  and  called  him  a  fool,  and  tried  to  persuade  him  to  go  home;  I 
also  sent  my  brother  to  him ;  shortly  afterward  I  learned  that  he  was  knocked  down ; 
his  language  was  confined  to  cursing  of  those  parties  who  burned  me  out ;  William 
Sturgis,  my  brother,  was  mayor  of  the  town,  and  was  at  my  house  when  the  committea 
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waited  upon  him ;  I  do  not  know  who  the  committee  were ;  the  imttire  of  the  comma- 
nication  to  him  was  that  he  had  to  leave  the  town ;  I  think  their  Words  were  ^  that  it 
was  the  desire  and  wish  of  the  citizens  that  ho  (William  Sturgis)  would  Jeave  town, 
and  that  he  should  leave ;  the  committee  sakl  that  they  were  i;oing  to  Jackson,  and  ' 
William  Stnrgis  seeing  Mr.  Shearer  among  them  said  tliat  he  wonld  go  to  rlackson,  as 
he  felt  safe  wifch  Mr.  Shearer;  Mr.  Shearer  stated  to  the  crowd  thai  Williiim  Stui^gis 
wonld  leave  and  go  to  Jackson  with  him ;  the  crowd  said  that  he  sliould  not  go  t» 
Jackson^  hut  must  take  a  northern-honnd  train,  and  leave  at  two  o'clock ;  after  that  I 
had  an  interview  with  Mr.  Shearer,  Captain  Henderson  and  R.  J.  l^iosely,  and  asked 
that  they  supply  a  guard  to  protect  him  to  the  cars ;  request  was  complied  with, 
and  he  was  protected  to  the  cars;  I  got  two  friends  of  mine  to  go  with  him  to  Leader- 
dale  Station  to  protect  him  from  violence  ;  W.  1).  Hurlhur^  and  W^illie  l^ow  went 
;Uong  with  him ;  my  younger  hrother  lost  his  clothing  and  about  three  hundred  dol- 
lars in  money  in  the  iire ;  sometimes  there  was  a  loaded  gun  in  the  office ;  sometijues 
not  any ;  my  brother  William  and  D.  C.  Smith  carried  pistols ;  there  is  no  truth  in  tbs 
report  that  I  kept  an  arsenal,  or  thirty  or  forty  loaded  guns  for  use;  I  never  kept  but 
one  can  of  x>owder  there,  and  retailed  it  out  of  a  gla^s  jar ;  I  kept  guns  in  the  show- 
case for  sale  as  other  merchants  do ;  I  had  on  hand  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  guns- ; 
in  the  value  given  of  my  stock  it  is  estimated  at  cost  price ;  I  did  a  business  of  twen- 
ty-five thousand;  was  reducing  business  down;  lama  northern  man  by  birth;  tho 
treatment  of  the  citizens  of  Aferidian  toward  me  was  very  kind ;  live<l  in  New  Orleans 
twelve  years  previous  to  living  here ;  my  younger  brother  came  out  here  last  fall ;  b» 
has  had  no  other  than  kind  treatment  from  the  citizens;  Mgar,  my  younger  brotber, 
is  about  thirty  years  of  age ;  he  and  myself  have  never  taken  any  part  in  politics ; 
neither  my  brother  Edgar  nor  myself  have  been  treated  unkindly  by  the  citizens  sine© 
this  occurrence ;  it  was  ptrhaps  two  or  thrte  houi"s  after  the  difficulty  in  the  court- 
house that  my  brother  was  waited  upon  by  tho  committee;  no  violent  demonstrations 
toward  my  hi  other  while  he  was  at  my  house;  during  the  day  on  which  he  was  noti^ 
fied  to  leave  by  the  committee,  party  came  in  in  the  afternoon  looking  for  Aaron 
Moore ;  by  my  solicitation  two  young  men  went  through  my  premises ;  a  portion  of 
the  crowd  did  not  seem  willing  to  take  my  word,  the  reason  why  I  told  them  to  go 
through  my  house ;  these  parties  who  searched  my  house  saw  my  brotber ;  they  went 
to  the  barn,  smoke-house,  kitchen,  and  everj-where  else ;  it  is  rather  unusual  to  have 
the  privacy  of  a  family  invaded  in  that  way ;  it  is  not  unusual  to  have  the  privacy  of 
a  family  invaded  in  that  way  at  the  request  of  the  owner. 

Question,  Do  you,  or  do  you  not,  think,  from  the  expressions  which  you  heard  from  » 
portion  of  that  cro\/d,  that  your  hoiiso  wonld  have  been  searched  If  you  had  not  asked 
them  to  do  it  ? 

An8tDe7\  I  do  not  think  f^o. 

Qucaliou.  Has  your  brotlicr  tuuMi  any  very  active  part  in  politics,  outside  the  mere 
fact  of  holding  otiico  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  he  lia.s. 

Question,  Was  not^tho  prejudice  against  him  engendered  from  the  mere  fact  of  hia 
holding  office  ? 

Answtr,  1  think  it  was  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Question .  Wore  you  or  were  you  not  iudictiid  as  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervia- 
ors  for  malfeasance  in  office  ? 

Answ€r,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Queaiion,  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  a  grand  jury  in  session  since  yoa 
have  been  a  supervisor  f 

Anstoer,  There  has  not. 

Question,  W^as  t  he  old  board  indicted  I 

Ansxcer,  I  think  some  of  them  were;  my  brother  was  a  republican. 

Question,  Does  the  same  ill-feeling  which  you  say  existed  against  your  brother  bo- 
cause  of  his  holding  office,  exist  against  other  republican  office-holders  in  this  county  f 

Answer,  It  exists  against  some,  but  not  against  others ;  at  the  time  of  his  first  ap- 
pointment I  was  not  aware  that  he  liad  an  enemy  in  town ;  I  know  nothing  about  the 
killing  of  any  parties  of  my  own  knowledge. 

TIIEO.  STURGIS. 

Sam.  Parkku,  being  sworn  : 

Keside  in  Meridian  :  it  was  in  my  sliop  that  Tyler  was  killed  ;  was  not  in  the  house 
when  he  went  in  ;  di<l  not  see  him  go  in ;  ho  was  killed  in  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
from  the  time  of  the  shooting  at  the  court-honse ;  I  was  on  the  sidewalk  at  my  door 
when  the  shooting  occurred  in  my  shop ;  I  saw  Bob  Coleman  and  son,  Wash  Brantley 
jmd  Hugh  Wilson,  on  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  my  door ;  Mr.  Brantley  went  in  first  and 
carried  me  in  with  him  to  search  for  Warreu  Tyler ;  this  was  before  he  was  killed  ;  ho 
went  in  and  found  him  under  my  bed,  and  he  said :  "  Here  he  is,  boys,  under  the  bed  f* 
I  ran  out  as  soon  as  he  said  that ;  I  met  the  crowd  in  front  room  coming  in;  did  not 
•JQCOgnize  any  of  the  crowd;  do  not  know  how  many  shots  were  fired  :  shooting  com- 
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menced  pretty  soon  after  crowd  cot  in  thore ;  saw  him  after  he  was  killed ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  times  he  was  shot;  he  was  lying l)y  the  fire-place,  with  \ns  feet  on. 
the  hearth  and  head  toward  the  back  door ;  I  was  then  taken  in  custody  by  Mr.  Belk, 
*and  brought  to  the  court-house ;  was  relieved  by  Mr.  Belk ;  gave  me  the  key  and  sent 
me  back,  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  this;  I  found  a  pistol  under  the  beu 
next  morning,  thef  same  bed  under  which  thoy  said  Tyler  was  found ;  was  but  one  bed 
in  the  room  ;  it  was  a  large  repeater ;  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  a  five  or  six 
shooter ;  examined  it  to  see  if  it  had  been  shot  off;  it  had  not  been  shot  off;  there  had 
be^n  a  couple  of  caps  bursted  off  or  dropped  off ;  one  of  the  caps  seemed  to  have  been 
bnrst-ed,  and  the  hammer  was  down  on  it ;  the  other  was  not  on  the  tube;  I  am  certain 
all  the  barrels  were  loaded ;  Mr.  Brantley  came  around  shortly  after  I  got  it  from  un- 
der the  bed  and  said  he  thought  it  was  Mr.  Mosely's  pistol,  as  Mr.  MoseTy  said  that  he 
had  lost  one  from  his  drawer  in  the  court-house,  and  if  it  was  not  Mr,  Mosely's  he  would 
bring  it  back  to  me ;  Mr.  Brantley  brought  it  back  to  ine  the  next  morning,  and  asked 
me  '*  if  I  thought  I  had  a  better  right  to  it  than  he  did ; "  I  told  him  I  had  no  right  to 
it  at  ^1 ;  Mr.  Brantley  then  kept  the  pistol ;  Mr.  Dan.  McDonald  said  that  he  thought . 
ijie  pistol  was  his ;  that  he  «u]d  Tyler  had  exchanged  pistols ;  did  not  examine  Tyler 
to  see  whether  he  had  his  belt  and  scabbard  on ;  did  not  see  whether  he  had  a  pistol 
or  not ;  helped  to  carry  him  out ;  he  was  shot  in  the  face,  alfio  in  the  breast  by  a  gun ; 
the  warding  was  on  his  breast ;  the  charge  passed  through  an  account-book  in  his 
pocket ;  after  I  ^t  out  of  the  house,  Mr.  Kobi;  Coleman  cocked  his  gun  and  drew  it 
on  me  and  hold  it  in  my  face. 

SAM.  PARKEIL 

Edgar  Sturgls,  being  sworn  : 

Beeo residing  in  Meridian  since  last  December;  my  brother  William  and  myself  lef!; 
the  store  together  about  seven  o'clock ;  I  locked  the  store  and  took  the  key  with  me  ; 
is  bat  one  key ;  went  to  ])ost  office  together ;  from  there  to  Mr.  Palmer's  house ;  Wil- 
liam stopped  there ;  I  went  on  to  Theodore  Stnrgis's,  my  brother's  house ;  had  eaten 
my  supper  and  sat  down  before  my  brother  William  came ;  it  was  about  half  an  hoar 
fix)m  the  time  that  I  parted  from  my  brother  William  before  I  saw  him  again  at  my 
brother's  house ;  it  might  have  been  more,  it  might  have  been  less ;  when  he  came  up 
he  broaght  the  alarm  of  fire ;  my  brother  Theodore  and  myself  went  immediately  to 
the  fire,  (on  the  4th  of  March;)  the  fire  was  burning  in  the  top  of  both  buildings, 
Stargis  and  Hurlbnrt's  stores ;  it  had  burned  through  the  ceiling  and  was  dripping  in 
below  in  Stnrgis's  store :  did  not  go  in  Hurlbnrt's  store ;  I  lost  my  trunk,  with  clothes, 
worth  from  one  hundred  to  one  hundred  and  fifty  doUars,  and  three  hundred  dollacs  in 
money,  which  were  in  the  upper  story;  did  not  keep  quantity  of  loaded  guns  on  hand; 
kept  gnns  in  show-case  for  sale ;  I  had  a  gun  up  stairs  that  was  loaded;  knew  of  no 
other  loaded  gun  in  the  house ;  did  not  notice  whether  or  not  Mr.  Hurlbnrt's  store  was 
closed  before  1  left ;  was  in  the  habit  of  closing  the  store  early,  sometimes  at  seven  and 
sometimes  before ;  I  think  the  distance  from  brother's  store  tid  post  office  somewhere 
in  the  neighborhood  of  a  q  uarter  of  a  mile ;  mysel  f  and  brother  were  there  a  very  few  mo- 
ments ;  the  distance  from  the  post  office  to  where  I  left  my  brother  William  (Mr.  Palmer's) 
may  be  another  quarter  of  a  mile ;  distance  from  Mr.  Palmer's  to  my  brother  Theodore's 
boose  but  a  few  rods ;  supper  was  waiting  when  I  reached  home ;  sat  down  to  supper 
as  soon  as  I  reached  home;  it  was  about  an  hour  from  the  time  I  left  the  store  before 
the  alarm  of  fire  was  given ;  I  am  in  the  habit  of  sleeping  in  the  store ;  had  a  fire  there 
in  the  morning  in  the  back  part  of  the  store  below;  do  not  think  any  fire  there  after 
nine  or  ten  o'clock ;  brothers  and  Mr.  Hurlbnrt's  stores  are  close  together ;  small  space 
between  them ;  space  might  have  been  a  foot — ^might  have  been  less ;  never  measured 
it;  the  space  was  not  open,  it  was  closed  up ;  do  not  know  whether  space  enough  for 
any  one  to  paes  between  the  two  store •  or  not ;  there  w.os  only  one  key  to  the  store, 
and  I  carried  that. 

EDGAR  STURGIS. 

P.  8.  Layton,  being  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  am  an  insurance  a-^ent ;  three  of  the  companies  which  I  repre- 
eeoi  lost  about  ^ix  thousand  dollars  in  the  fire  of  the  4th  March ;  losses  have  been 
adjusted,  settled,  and  paid,  to  Hurlbut  Brothers  in  two  cases,  and  to  Mrs.  Chadwick ; 
the  fire  originated  between  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m.  on  the  4th  of  March  ;  I  was  present  at 
the  fire  before  Hurlburt  Brothers  burned  down ;  from  the  best  of  my  Information  I 
brieve  the  fire  started  in  Stnrgis's  store;  no  idea  what  part  of  the  building;  I  did  not 
go  in  Stnreis's building;  did  not  try ;  Hurlburt's  was  a  long  building,  with  a  warehouse 
at  the  back  of  it ;  when  I  got  out  of  Hurlburt's  store  Stnrgis's  building  was  pretty  well 
bnmed  up ;  Hurlburu's  building  was  on  the  comer  of  the  block ;  I  entered  Hurlburt's 
building  at  the  rear  on  the  west  side ;  my  attention  was  principally  directed  to  those 
boildinga  on  which  I  had  risks ;  do  not  think  there  was  much  wind  ;  could  not  say 
which  way  the  flames  spread  at  first ;  the  progress  of  the  fire  was  very  rapid ;  know 
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nothing  about  space  between  Horlburt's  and  StargiB's  building ;  considered  it  great riak 
on  property  on  the  block  for  insurance  companies ;  insured  some ;  considered  it  bad, 
and  stated  to  party  that  I  did  not  think  company  would  let  the  risk  stand ;  secondly, 
from  the  general  character  of  Mr.  William  Sturgis,  wanted  nothing  to  do  with  him ; 
do  not  know  whether  or  not  William  Sturgis  ImmI  any  property  on  the  block  or  not ; 
but  from  the  general  impression  here,  judged  that  all  of  the  family  were  together  in 
that  store ;  it  was  a  block  in  which  insurance  companies  wanted  little  to  do  with ;  all 
pine ;  some  old  and  some  new  buildings ;  there  was  a  vacancy  between  Mrs.  Chad  wick^s 
two-story  frame  building  and  building  on  the  west  of  between  thirty  and  thirty-tive 
feet;  there  was  ashed  in  the  space;  it  was  torn  down;  could  not  get  it  away;  the 
amount  of  goods  saved  from  Mr.  Hurlburt^s  store  I  do  not  know ;  they  were  being 
removed  from  the  west  side  when  I  was  there;  the  flames  spread  very  rapidly  over 
the  whole  block ;  it  was  all  pine ;  I  was  in  charge  of  one  of  the  squads  on  Wednesday 
sent  out  by  the  sheriff;  on  Wednesday  morning  there  were  two  gentlemen,  Colonel 
Whitaker  and  Mr.  Heuston,  who  were  on  the  committee  of  safety  that  had  been 
appointed,  recommended  me  to  the  sheriff  as  a  proper  pei*son  to  take  cliarge'of  a  body 
of  men  to  rearrest  one  Aaron  Moore,  who  had  been  guilty,* as  charged,  or  incendiary' 
language,  and  who  fled,  after  having  been  duly  arrested,  from  jnstice;  said  Aaron 
Moore  was  reported  to  be  in  the  vicinity  of  Golden  Grove,  about  ten  or  eleven  miles 
from  here ;  the  sheriff  gave  me  a  written  deputization  as  special  deputy,  with  authority 
to  rearrest  said  Aaron  Moore,  which  I  failed  to  do,  because  of  the  said  Moore's  not  being 
oomeatable ;  I  think  I  had  twelve  men  in  the  guard ;  there  were  different  opinions  as 
regards  where  Moore  was  goin<» ;  some  thought  he  was  going  northeast  from  here ;  my 
idea  was  that  he  was  going  to  Jackson ;  do  not  know  how  many  squads  wero  sent  out 
for  Moore ;  I  know  of  a  squad  on  the  railroad ;  do  not  know  who  was  in  command  of 
the  squad ;  I  saw  Mr.  Belk  on  the  car ;  I  presumed  that  tbey  were  sent  out  by  the 
railroad  to  do  what  I  had  been  sent  out  on  horseback  to  do ;  I  tried  to  get  them  to*  hold 
on  and  not  go  down  to  Golden  Grove  ahead  of  me ;  do  not  know  whether  Henderson, 
Randall,  or  Early  had  squads ;  Randall  was  with  me  part  of  the  time ;  I  thought  it  was 
a  public  necessity  to  use  such  unusual  vigilance  to  capture  Moore,  to  answer  the 
charges  for  which  he  had  been  arraigned ;  charge,  as  I  understand  it,  incendiary  and 
calculated  to  raise  a  riot ;  I  know  nothing  of  Captain  Jinks ;  I  was  not  able  to  set  out 
of  my  bed  for  two  weeks  after  my  return  from  Golden  Grove,  on  account  of  naving 
typhoid  pneumonia ;  I  am  well  acquainted  with  business  men  here ;  the  men  in  my 

Sosse  were  all  citizens  of  Meridian,  and  selected  by  myself;  my  object  was  to  arrest 
[oore  and  return  him  to  custody ;  it  was  after  the  fire  Clopton  was  arrested ;  a  good 
many  of  the  colored  people  assisted,  and  a  great  many  did  not  assist  in  taking  goods 
from  the  stores ;  I  heard  a  jp^eat  many  refuse  to  assist  oh  being  requested  to  do  so,  and 
I  heard  no  white  person  remse;  I  offered  ten  or  fifteen  negroes  from  one  to  five  dollars 
apiece  to  assist,  and  but  three  or  fbur  assisted  in  the  removal  of  a  stock  of  goods  from 
a  contiguous  block,  which  I  had  fears  would  bo  burned ;  those  of  the  negroes  that 
helped  me  have  never  called  on  me  for  the  money ;  I  heard  no  violent  language,  nor 
saw  any  riotous  conduct  after  the  fire,  but  heard  a  great  many  guns ;  I  was  present  at 
the  meeting  on  Monday;  think  there  was  a  petition  and  a  committee  appointed  to 
wait  upon  Governor  Alcorn  with  the  view  to  the  removal  of  certain  obnoxious  persona 
from  ofiBce,  and  to  preserve  peace  and  quiet,  and  to  prevent  any  collision  between  the 
races ;  the  object  was  mainly  for  the  removal  of  Mayor  Sturgis ;  I  think  democrats 
and  republicans  attended  the  meeting ;  am  not  certain  who  was  on  the  committee. 

Queatian,  State  whether  or  not  the  meeting  appointed  a  committee  to  wait  upon  Mr. 
Stnrgis,  requesting  him  to  leave  here. 

Answer,  My  impression  is  that  there  was ;  there  was  so  much  said  about  Sturgis  thai 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  or  not  the  committee  was  appointed;  he  was  objectionable 
for  the  reason,  as  I  understand,  that  it  was  supposed  that  he  aihliated  with  the  worst 
of  low-down  negroes,  and  kept  arms  concealed  for  negroes ;  they  were  supposed  to  be 
kept  in  his  store,  and  some  in  his  house ;  other  republican  office-holders  were  not  as 
objectionable  as  Mr.  Stur^ ;  I  mean  by  low-down  niggers,  negroes  who  are  ready  for 
any  villany  that  any  villain  might  incite  them  to ;  at  the  same  time  I  do  not  think  that 
the  majority  of  them  are  that  way ;  I  knew  nothing  about  Aaron  Moore's  conduct 
previous  to  Saturday  night;  there  wero  not  any  other  republican  officials  in  this 
place,' that  I  know  of,  that  were  as  obnoxious  as  Mayor  Sturgis  ;  I  think  such  a  propo- 
sition was  made  as  to  allow  him  a  reasonable  time  to  leave,  time  to  settle  up  his  busi- 
ness and  get  off  peaceably ;  think  there  was  a  general  call  issuetl  for  the  meeting 
Monday  through  the  press  of  the  city ;  the  hall  was  very  much  crowded ;  many  repub- 
licans and  colored  people  there;  do  not  think  Sturgis  ought  to  feel  himself  safe  if  he 
came  back^  do  not  Know  about  Moore;  I  saw  Moore  in  the  mooting  on  the  6th ;  heard 
no  suggestion  that  Moore  should  speak ;  I  think  there  wa^  a  desire  expressed  by  a 
great  many  in  the  meeting  that  the^  did  not  want  to  hear  Moore. 

Question,  Do  you  kno\v  how  the  information  was  received  here  that  Moore  was  at 
Ck)lden  Grove  T 

Answer.  Yes;  I  received  my  information  from  Captain  Armstrong,  local  editor  of  tha 


MISSISSIPPI.  43 

CSuette;  he  stated  that  he  receiyed  a  telefilm;  did  not  state  the  name  of  the  partj, 
BOT  firem  what  point ;  I  think  that  Armstrong  stated  to  me  that  he  received  it  from 
some  one  who  left  here  on  the  train  in  the  morning.  On  Saturday  Bight  after  the  fire 
1  was  appointed  hy  the  sheriff  special  deputy,  to  assist  in  arresting  William  Clopton^ 
alias  Dennis,  and  remained  on  duty  at  tne  court-house  all  that  night,  giving  strict 
instructions  to  the  party  in  charge  of  the  guard  who  had  William  Ck>pton  in  custody, 
to  see  to  it  that  no  violence  was  done  the  prisoner.  On  Sunday  morning  said  Clopton 
was  duly  and  safely  turned  over  to  Mr.  Belk,  the  regular  deputy  sheriff;  aud  on  Sunday 
night  I  was  again,  by  the  sheriff,  put  in  charge  of  keeping  the  peace  at  the  court-house 
and  in  the  city.  This  I  did,  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  instructing  Captain  Wessenberg, 
who  had  immediate  chutTge  of  said  Clopton,  to  place  guards  so  as  to  protect  the  prisoner 
from  any  violence  ;  which  duty  he  performed.  On  Monday  morning  Captain  Wessen- 
berg and  myself  left  the  prisoner  in  charge  of  Mr.  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff,  and  saw 
said  Clopton  no  more  until  after  he  was  killed.  General  orders  from  the  sheriff  were 
to  disarm  all  persons  that  wo  might  find  with  arms,  not  acting  under  the  sheriff's 
authority;  there  wcrt  three  or  four  arms  taken  under  these  orders  by  Captain  Beazy, 
who  had  instructions  to  turn  them  over  to  the  sheriff. 

Question,  Why  was  it  that  you  thought  it  necessary  on  Saturday  night  to  givo 
instructions  to  Captain  Wessenberg  to  guard  Cloptou  closely,  and  particularly  m>m 
violence  aud  parties  on  the  outside? 

Answer,  Because  from  the  excitement  incident  to  the  fire,  and  the  various  reports 
made  in  reference  to  the  collection  of  armed  negroes,  I  thought  that  some  indiscreet 
young  persons,  without  reflection,  and  probably  under  the  influence  of  stimulants, 
might  attempt  to  do  violence  to  the  prisoner.  Captain  Wet^senberg  is  a  contractor  on 
the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad;  makes  his  headquarters  at  this  place;  do  not 
know  where  he  is  now.  There  were  no  arrests  of  negroes  made  by  any  of  my  poss?, 
while  I  was  in  charge,  with  or  without  arms. 

Question,  From  the  arrangemoftts  which  you  made,  had  there  been  armed  men  in  the 
corporate  limits  of  the  town  would  they  have  been  found! 

Answer,  1£  there  had  been  any  or;^anized  body  within  the  corporate  limits,  I  think 
they  would  havo  been  found.  On  the  trip  to  Golden  Grove  only  found  one  musket  in 
possession  of  a  negro;  Major  Randall  took  charge  of  the  gun;  do  not  know  whether 
the  negro  had  it  in  his  hands,  or  whether  it  was  taken  from  his  house.  There  was  no 
▼iolence  attempted  upon  any  person  whatever  by  any  of  my  posse. 

P.  S.  LAYTON. 

ilrs.  Mary  A.  Keaton,  being  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Meridian ;  I  was  here  at  my  residence  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  March  4, 
1871 ;  I  saw  some  parties  returning  from  the  fire;  heard  Bill  Dennis;  knew  him  bv  his 
voice;  I  was  well  acquainted  with  him;  heard  him  utter  bitter  oaths  and  say,  "Let 
the  town  bum ;  they  have  ruled  here  long  enough ; "  I  did  not  distinguish  anything 
olae  that  he  said ;  he  was  cursine^  all  of  the  time  j  he  appeared  to  unload  his  wagon 
and  go  back  to  the  fire;  heard  no  one  else  using  any  language  that  night;  do 
not  know  as  I  saw  any  one  nsing  arms  that  night ;  I  heard  a  groat  deal  of  firing 
all  of  that  night,  and  when  they  fired  some  one  would  answer  by  firing  again  ;  I 
do  not  know  who  did  the  firing;  as  soon  as  I  saw  the  flames  I  heard  firing  all 
aroond;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  the  direction  of  Clopton's  house;  I  live 
in  the  west  part  of  town ;  I  was  at  Mr.  Foyers,  near  where  Clopton  lives ;  I  have 
known  Clopton  some  time;  I  came  froiu  the  same  place  he  did — Aberdeen;  he  had  a 
very  bad  name  in  the  place  he  came  from ;  I  was  about  fifty  yards  from  Clopton  when 
I  heard  him  make  use  of  this  language;  I  judge  that  he  h£ui  a  load  of  goods,  and  was 
coming  home  with  them;  he  had  his  boy  with  him;  it  was  not  light  enough  to  see 
him,  but  I  knew  his  voice  well ;  his  voice  was  a  very  coarse,  harsh  one ;  he  seemed  to 
unload  his  wagon,  (cursing  very  much,)  and  went  back ;  I  do  not  know  whether  the 
firing  was  done  by  colored  people  or  not ;  I  have  seen  the  colored  people  about  here 
with  as  many  arms  as  the  white  people ;  did  not  see  squads  of  persons  with  arms  the 
night  of  the  fire. 

hor 

MARY  A.  H-  KEATON. 

mark. 

Mik  HAivJN'AH  Petty,  being  sworn: 

Beside  in  Meridian ;  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  firo,  on  the  4th  of  March ;  I  was 
at  my  home;  not  down  in  town  at  all;  saw  persons  going  to  and  from  the  Are;  saw 
two  white  men,  Mr.  Hancock  and  Mr.  Wilson,  running  in  the  direction  of  the  fire;  saw 
some  black  men  going  to  the  fire,  and  some  coming  from  the  fire;  saw  two  black  men 
with  arms  coming  towards  the  fire;  one  of  them  said,  "You  would  not  kill  women  and 
ehndren,  would  you?"  and  the  other  said,  "Yes:  go  from  the  cradle  up — men,  women, 
and  children:''  saw  flash  of  fire,  and  heard  Clopton  say,  "Damn  you,  I  will  make 
many  a  one  oi  you  bite  the  dust  before  morning ; "  I  heard  the  report  and  saw  the  flank 
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of  the  gun  that  Clopton  had  when  he  used  this  lanp^a^ ;  Cloptoa  was  at  the  next 
hoDse,  between  fifty  and  seventy-five  yards  from  where  I  was;  Clopton  lived  in  the 
lot  Jost  below  mine ;  his  house  is  the  next  one  to  mine  in  the  direction  coming  to  town ; 
when  spoken  above  an  ordinary  voice,  I  can  tell  everything  that  is  said  at  Clopton's 
hoQse ;  know  Clopton's  voice  well ;  heard  him  cursing  and  swearing  before  that  when 
he  came  np  from  town  with  wagon ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  that  vicinity, 
and  as  many  as  two  or  three  shots  struck  my  house ;  the  firing  was  such  as  to  create 
an  alarm ;  I  did  not  understand  anything  he  said  before  the  time  I  heard  him  firing  the 
gun ;  after  that  I  saw  no  other  men,  white  or  black,  with  arms,  as  I  closed  up  my  house 
lor  fear  of  being  shot ;  do  not  know  who  did  the  firing  in  the  vicinity  ;  I  liave'known 
Clopton  five  years ;  it  was  about  dusk  when  I  heard  Clopton  using  this  langoage ;  ho 
came  there  with  the  wagon  during  the  fire ;  that  evening  between  sunset  and  dark  J 
paw,  drawn  up  in  line,  between  one  hundred  and  one  hundred  and  fifty  black  men. 
between  Jones's  hotel  and  Rush's  livery  stable,  extending  from  the  hotel  to  the  stable ; 
do  not  know  whether  they  were  armed  or  not ;  they  had  been  marching  and  parading 
the  streets  all  day ;  I  saw  two  young  men,  who  halloed  fire  as  the^^  passed  my  house  ; 
those  were  the  two  young  men  that  Clopton  shot  at ;  I  did  not  see  the  gun  which 
Clopton  had ;  I  only  saw  the  flash  and  heard  the  report;  I  did  not  see  Clopton  only 
during  the  day,  marching  around ;  he  stood  at  the  comer  of  a  log  house  at  the  time  of 
firing,  the  reason  I  could  not  see  him ;  I  knew  it  vras  him  because  I  heard  his  voice  and 
knew  it ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  a  gun  or  a  pistol  fired ;  from  their  movements 
I  believe  they  intonded  murder;  did  not  see  the  two  whito  men  at  the  time  Clopton 
fired  the  gun ;  I  saw  the  faces  of  the  two  black  men  coming  to  town ;  it  was  in  the 
shade  of  the  evening ;  light  enough  for  me  to  tell  a  negro  froui  a  whito  man ;  sun  sets, 
I  suppose,  between  six  and  seven  o'clock  in  Meridian  now ;  I  have  no  time-piece  ;  the 
fire  occurred  between  sunset  and  dark ;  it  was  after  sui.down ;  the  first  I  heard  of  the 
fire  was  from  the  two  white  young  men,  who  were  in  front  of  my  lot  hallooing  fire  ; 
they  live  exactly  opposite  me ;  I  had  not  seen  the  firQ  before ;  I  did  not  see  Cloj)ton 
drive  his  wagon  up  there;  saw  wagon  when  it  came  up;  it  came  up  in  front  ot  his 
house ;  can  see  much  plainer  from  my  house  to  Clopton's  than  you  can  from  Mrs.  Foye«, 
as  Mrs.  Foyes  has  peach  trees  and  two  rows  of  palings  between  her  house,  and  there  in 
nothing  between  mine  and  his  to  prevent  my  seeing  Tils;  I  did  not  see  or  hear  anything 
of  Clopton  after  that  on  that  night;  there  was  shooting  in  my  neighborhood  after  the 
fire;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  negroes  or  white  folks  firing. 

Question.  How  near  to  your  house  was  the  firing  done  after  the  firing  of  Clopton  at 
those  two  men  t 

Anstcer,  In  front  of  my  house,  in  the  back  of  my  house,  and  all  around  it. 

HANNAH  PETTY. 

Jame3  Bryant,  being  sworn : 

I  live  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  am  employed  iuMtiiifJan  at  Weidmann's  Eu- 
ropean House;  I  was  here  at  the  time  the  men  came  over  from  Alabama;  also  during 
the  fire  and  the  riot;  the  only  one  that  I  know  among  ilie  party  that  came  over  from 
Alabama  the  night  of  the  riot  was  Alonzo  Kenega,  fix>m  !3^:vingston,  Alabama ;  he  was 
arouud  with  a  gun,  and  a  pistol  buckled  to  his  side ;  this  occurred  on  Monday  night ; 
I  knew  Kenega  well ;  he  ate  at  Mr.  Weidmau's;  I  heard  the  names  ofsomeof  them 
called  at  the  table,  but  do  not  remember  them ;  I  saw  George  Whitfield  over  here  at 
the  time  some  parties  wcce  carried  oil*  from  here,  some  two  or  three  weeks  before ;  ho 
was  armed  with  pistols;  do  not  know  who  it  was  that  took  the  baker  out ;  I  saw  Mr. 
Wessenberg,  Mr.  Homan,  Mr.  Marx,  and  Mr.  Eagan  standing  around  the  engine  house, 
waiting  for  Tyler  to  come  out ;  they  tore  up  the  floor  in  the  engine  house ;  they  thought 
he  was  in  there ;  Nathan  George  Whitfield  was  not  in  disguise ;  did  not  hear  him  say 
what  he  came  over  here  for ;  1  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  colored  men  that  were 
taken  away  from  here  to  Alabama;  when  I  spoke  to  Nathan  George  Whitfield,  he  said 
that  w^s  his  name ;  after  I  began  quizzing  him  about  his  mother  and  all,  he  said  he 
never  saw  me  before ;  I  heard  that  the  three  men  taken  away  from  here  lived  in  Liv- 
ingston, Alabama. 

JA>rES  -h  BRYANT. 
mark. 

Michael  Slamon,  being  sworn : 

Live  in  Meridian  ;  work  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  am  a  car  repairer.  I  was 
here  on  the  4th  of  March — the  night  of  the  fire — and  was  hero  on  Monday  night  of  the 
occurrence  in  the  court-house ;  am  not  certain  whether  I  was  here  on  Wednesdav  night 
or  not;  I  was  with  one  squad  of  four  men;  no  one  had  charge  of  them  to  my  knowl- 
edge; I  just  went  out  to  see  if  there  was  any  men  with  arms,  white  or  black,  and  to 
take  them  away ;  I  went  to  no  particular  houses ;  I  was  at  one  house  that  night ;  hoard 
a  noise  in  there  and  went  over  there;  this  was  at  Marshal  Ware's  house;  heard  some 
one  inanire  for  arms  and  aslc  Ellen  to  open  a  locker,  and  one  of  the  men  helped  her 
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poll  it  open  j  \rhile  there,  I  know  of  no  one  coramitting  rape  upon  Ellen  ;  I  only  saw 
dn«  woman  m  the  bonse ;  I  saw  no  attempt  to  commit  rape  j  Ellen  "waa  excited ;  I  said, 
**  What  is  the  use  of  being  bo  much  excited  T  no  one  is  going  t«  bother  yon  ;"  don't  re^- 
meraber  of  her  appealing  to  me  tor  protection ;  I  saw  her  go  off  in  company  with  no 
man ;  she  went  into  the  other  room  with  a  candle  in  her  hand  to  look  for  arms ;  I  staid 
there  abont  five  or  six  minutes ;  I  was  not  in  disguise,  no  more  than  I  had  an  oil-cloth 
coat  on  ;  had  on  same  boots  and  hat  that  I  now  have ;  did  not  attempt  to  conceal  my- 
self; it  was  raining,  and  I  had  my  coat  buttoned  up ;  I  heard  some  one  in  the  house 
caUtng  Captain  JinKs,  biit  do  not  know  who  it  was  meant  for ;  there  was  a  man  there 
with  a  black  eye,  or  cut  eye ;  looked  like  he  had  been  struck  in  the  eye;  I  did  not  see 
any  XHStols  drawn  while  there ;  went  no  further  than  the  firont  door ;  1  left  one  or  two 
men  in  the  front  part  of  the  house  when  I  came  away  j  I  do  not  know  whether  there 
were  any  in  the  baek  part  of  the  house  or  not ;  I  was  the  only  one  of  my  crowd  that 
went  into  the  house ;  1  left  the  others  at  the  gate,  and  when  I  returned  I  found  them 
there ;  these  parties  I  found  there  were  stran^rs  to  me ;  do  not  know  whether  they 
were  citizens  or  not-;  am  tolerably  well  acquainted  here ;  my  homo  is  in  Meridian :  I 
have  been  here  about  six  years ;  Mr.  Higgins  was  one  of  the  squad  in  which  I  was  in ; 
I  do  not  know  the  other  two  by  name ;  ihey  were  not  associates  of  mine ;  I  had  no 
written  authority  at  all  to  go  there;  either  one  of  the  four  had  as  much  charge  of  the 
squad  as  the  other,  as  £ar  as  I  knew ;  could  not  tell  who  ordered  the  party  to  go  there ; 
I  bad  no  orders ;  Just  went  with  the  crowd ;  there  were  three  or  four  others  in  there ;  I 
think  the  man  with  the  black  eye  asked  if  there  was  any  arms  in  the  house ;  I  was 
attracted  the^  by  the  noise ;  I  did  not  go  there  to  protect  her,  (Ellen,)  but  would  have 
protected  her  if  she  needed  it ;  left  the  other  party  there ;  there  was  no  rape  committed 
th^e  to  my  knowledge ;  there  were  some  of  the  other  party  outside  of  the  door  when 
I  csme  out,  besides  the  balance  of  my  own  party ;  as  one  of  the  party  came  out  the 
^dog  grabbed  at  him  and  he  6hot  at  him  as  he  run  under  the  house ;  I  had  only  taken 
etie  drink  that  evening  to  my  recollection,  abont  four  o^clock ;  went  from  there  to  the 
<^thcdio  church  and  to  the  railroad,  and  back  to  the  court-house ;  went  into  no  other 
house;  I  did  not  see  the  man  with  the  black  eye  after  that. 

Q^eiHon,  Why  did  you  not  take  the  pistol  away  Irom  the  man  that  shot  the  dog  f 
Afuwer,  I  supposed  that  he  was  out  for  taking  arms  or  hunting  arms,  same  as  what 
we  went  to  do ;  I  asked  one  of  those  parties  if  he  was  sent  out,  and  he  said  yes ;  it 
'WBS  raining  when  I  started  out,  and  raining  most  of  the  time  when  I  was  out ;  I  am 
mot  aeqnainted  with  Alice  Batt ;  Ellen  called  my  name ;  do  not  know  'What  she  said ; 
I  believe  it  was  to  help  her  open  the  locker ;  I  told  her  I  would  not ;  I  did  not  put  an  oil- 
'Cloth  up  to  my  face  when  Ellon  spoke  to  me ;  I  know  tho  sheriff  and  the  deputy  sheriff; 
do  not  know  whether  they  were  here,  at  the  court-house,  or  not,  when  I  went  away. 

hla 
•  mCHAEL  4-  SLAMON. 

mark. 

B.  L.  Hkmderson,  being  sworn  : 

Reside  in  Meridian ;  I  am  a  nianufocturor  of  lumber ;  I  went  with  a  squad  in  search 
of  Aaron  Moore,  with  Mr.  Belk,  on  the  train;  I  was  in  charge  myself;  do  not  know 
bow  many  men  were  with  me ;  think  abont  forty ;  went  as  far  as  Golden  Grove,  in 
this  county,  and  as  far  as  Chunky,  in  Newton  County,  to  get  on  side  track ;  had  orders 
■  to  bring  Moore  back,  as  a  deputy  under  verbal  appointment ;  my  squad  was  at  Moore^s 
house  before  it  was  burned — not  after ;  some  of  my  men  went  into  Moore's  house  tho 
first  evening;  I  ordered  them  right  out ;  they  went  in  through  the  window,  which  was 
open ;  they  did  not  distnrb  anything ;  the  night  that  Mr.  Sturgis  was  escorted  to  the 
train,  there  were  probably  three  or  four  hundred  men  in  the  crowd ;  they  all  escorted 
him  to  the  train  ;  knew  Moore  very  well ;  never  knew  him  to  be  turbulent  before ;  I 
was  present  at  the  meeting  on  Monday ;  Moore  asked  to  speak,  and  I  heard  one  person 
cry  out  "  NoP  and  he  nimlo  no  further  efforLto  speak. 

R.  L.  HENDERSON. 

W.  E.  Saundbrs,  being  sworn : 

I  reside  in  Starkville,  Oktibbeha  County,  Mississippi ;  I  was  in  Meridian  on  the  Cth 
of  March,  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  chancery  court  to  attend  to  some  business 
in  reference  to  some  land,  as  commissioner  of  said  court ;  about  three  o'clock  p.  m.  I 
went  to  the  chancery  clerk's  o£&ce  in  the  court-house,  and  after  being  in  there  a  while 
I  started  out,  and  getting  into  the  court-house  I  found  a  large  assemblage  of  people. 
I  stopped  a  while  to  see  what  was  going  on,  and  fouud  that  it  was  a  trial  of  three 
colored  men  going  on.  I  had  no  personal  acquaintance  (with  one  exception)  with  any 
one  ir  the  house.  During  this  trial  a  witness  was  introduced  by  the  name  of  Brantley, 
and  afrer  giving  in  his  testimony  it  was  announced  to  the  court  bv  one  of  the  colored 
men  on  tnal,  whom  I  learned  during  the  trial  to  be  Warren  Tyler,  that  he  would 
introduoe  witnesses  to  impeach  the  evidence  of  Mr.  Brantley ;  at  which  Mr.  Brantley 
«dy«ioed  toward  Tyler  and  picked  up  a  stick  which  was  lying  on  the  table  in  front  of 
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tbe  JQstice.  The  officer  in  cbarse  of  the  court  endeavored  to  arrest  him  in  his  advance 
npon  Tyler,  at  the  same  time  T^er  endeavored  to  make  his  escape  from  the  conrt-honse 
by  a  side  door ;  about  which  tune  I  heard  the  report  of  a  pistol,  and  others  in  quick 
succession  following ;  I  endeavored  then  to  make  my  escape  from  the  court-room  by  a 
^de  door ;  I  was  seated  at  the  door  through  which  Tyler  passed,  but  in  consequence 
of  the  firing  being  in  that  direction,  as  soon  as  the  crowd  was  sufficiently  dispersed,  I 
made  my  way  through  one  of  the  side  doors  into  a  room,  which  I  think  was  the  grand 
iury  room,  and  remained  there  until  the  court-house  was  very  well  cleared,  and  then 
left  the  conrt-housc  and  went  to  my  room  at  the  hotel ;  I  was  about  two  or  three  feet 
from  Tyler  when  I  heard  the  report  of  the  first  pistol ;  I  cannot  tell  who  fired  the 
first  pistol ;  tbe  report  of  the  pistol  sounded  not  very  far  off;  the  general  firing  was 
from  the  cent^jr  of  the  court-room ;  could  not  distinguish  in  what  direction  the  first 
firing  was,  although  it  was  very  near  me ;  I  could  see  persons  shooting,  but  knew  no 
one  there ;  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  in  Tyler's  hand  |  the  only  thing  I  saw  in  his  hands 
was  a  pass-book  and  lead  pencil  when  he  was  leaving  the  room ;  uiis  was  immediately 
before  the  firing  had  commenced ;  I  went  up  on  the  train  with  the  mayor ;  I  was  at 
the  depot  when  he  got  on  the  train ;  the  body  of  men  that  escorted  the  mayor  on  tbe 
train  was  very  quiet  and  peaceable;  some  parties  came  on  the  train  at  Meridian  and 
drew  their  guns  and  threatened  to  kill  him ;  cursed  him  and  abused  him ;  the  guards 
made  them  leave  the  train  and  protected  him ;  a  portion  of  the  guard  went  as  far  as 
Lauderdale  Springs  with  the  mayor ;  the  utmost  kmdnesd  and  gentlemanly  treatment 
was  manifested  toward  him  by  the  guards. 

Question,  State  the  position  occupied  by  the  judge  in  reference  to  Tyler  and  Brantley 
at  the  time  of  the  firing  f 

Answer,  The  judge  was  seated  against  the  railing  with  a  table  in  front  of  him;  the 
marshal  was  seated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  table,  in  front  of  the  judge,  facing  tbe 
door,  with  his  back  to  the  witness,  (the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  otfice;)  on  the 
marshal's  right  was  a  table  occupied  by  the  prosecuting  attorney ;  Brantley  waa 
standing  somewhat  to  the  rear  of  the  marshal ;  when  the  remark  was  made  by  Tyler, 
Brantley  advanced  in  the  direction  of  Tyler  and  picked  up  a  stick  which  was  lying  on 
the  judge's  table,  at  which  time  he  was  arrested  by  tbe  marshal,  I  think ;  it  was  about 
this  time  that  I  heard  the  first  shot  ^ed;  the  table  in  front  of  the  judge,  I  suppose, 
was  about  three  and  a  half  or  four  feet  square ;  during  the  trial  I  saw  Tyler  leave  the 
court-room  once,  and  attempted  to  leave  a  second  time,  when  the  marshal  was  required 
by  the  State's  attorney  to  keep  the  defendant  in  the  court-room ;  at  the  time  I  heard 
the  report  of  the  first  pistol  my  attention  was  directed  more  in  the  direction  of  the 
court  than  to  Tyler ;  I  saw  no  effects  of  the  shots  at  tbe  time  of  the  firing,  but  did 
afterward. 

W.  E.  SAUNDERS. 

J.  W.  KiZER,  being  swoin : 

I  live  in  Meridian  ;  I  have  been  living  here  about  twelve  months;  have  been  em- 
ployed at  the  court-house  by  the  sheriff;  I  was  at  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  March  4tb ; 
Dennis,  Tyler,  and  Moore  spoke  at  the  meeting;  I  have  been  in  Jackson  since  the  18th 
of  March ;  I  left  Meridian  for  fear  of  my  life ;  at  Lauderdale  Springs,  on  the  last  of 
March,  1870, 1  was  shot  down  and  left  for  dead ;  this  was  the  same  time  Jack  Burton 
was  killed ;  I  was  struck  by  at  least  thirty  balls ;  my  right  arm  was  broken  so  that  it 
had  to  be  taken  off;  the  men  were  not  in  disguise ;  about  ten  or  twelve  o'clock  eight 
or  ten  men  came  into  the  house  calling  for  me,  and  cocking  their  guns ;  Lauderdale 
Springs  is  in  Lauderdale  County,  about  eighteen  miles  above  Meridian ;  no  one  made 
any  threats  against  me  at  Meridian,  either  after  or  before  the  riot ;  on  Saturday  night 
I  heard  that  they  had  killed  Dennis,  and  were  going  to  kill  Warren  Tyler  and  Aaron 
Moore;  I  told  them  of  it;  during  the  night  I  heard  some  parties  say  that  they  were 
going  to  ring  the  Presbyterian  bell  for  fire,  and  maybe  Aaron  Moore  and  Tyler  would 
come  out ;  a  short  time  after  that  the  nell  was  rung ;  there  were  about  fifty  or  one 
hundred  men  between  the  church  and  Moore's  house,  armed  with  double-barreled  shot- 
guns and  navy  sixes;  on  Sunday  morning,  I  went  to  the  court-house  and  saw  Dennia 
in  arrest,  and  under  guard;  on  Sunday,  I  heard  Mr.  Gaskins  tell  Clopton  he  did  not 
expect  to  see  him  alive,  as  he  heard  some  parties  say  on  Saturtlay  night  that  they 
were  going  to  kill  him.  Dennis  replied,  "  They  would  have  killed  me,  but  my  guards 
stuck  up  to  me."  During  tbe  day  I  heard  parties  cursing  him,  and  telling  him  he 
ought  to  be  killed ;  among  them  were  Mr.  Home  and  Judge  Evans.  Clopton  asked 
me  to  go  and  see  the  boys  and  talk  to  them,  as  he  believed  they  would  have  killed  hira 
last  night  if  the  guards  had  not  stuck  up  to  him ;  I  was  informed  by  Ben  Peterson  and 
others,  that  there  had  been  a  meeting  held  in  Mr.  Home's  office ;  he  (Peterson)  said  be 
counted  thirty-six  come  out  of  there;  I  went  to  the  colored  Methodist  church  the  same 
evening,  (Sunday,)  and  told  Mr.  Moore,  and  Warren  Tyler,  and  Ike  Radfonl  of  the 
movements  I  had  seen  in  town,  and  I  thought  they  were  going  to  kill  William  Dennis 
that  night.    They  said  they  would  go  down  and  see  the  iSierm  about  placing  colored 
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tfoards  over  him,  or  maldog  some  arraogements  for  keeping  bim  safe  that  night.  Ike 
Badford  and  myself  went  on  by  the  sheriif 's,  and  Moore  and  Tyler  stopped  and  talked 
-with  the  sherin  aboat  half  an  hoar,  and  they  all  came  to  the  court-honse  together. 
After  Moore  and  Tyler  had  talked  with  Dennis  in  the  conrt-room,  Warren  Tyler  asked 
the  sheriff  what  he  was  going  to  do.  The  sheriff  said  he  did  not  know  how  many 
guards  they  had,  and  that  they  would  see  abont  it.  Tyler,  Moore,  Kadford,  Sheriff 
Mosely,  and  myself  went  down  to  the  foot  of  the  steps ;  Tyler  asked  the  question  again. 
Avhat  he  (the  sheriff)  was  going  to  do  about  it ;  sheriff  said  he  did  not  kuow,  as  he  did 
not  know  how  many  guards  he  had ;  I  told  him  lie  had  better  get  some  colored  guards, 
as  I  was  afraid  they  would  kill  Billy  to-night,  as  I  had  been  around  town  and  seen 
their  movements;  the  sheriff  told  Warren  Tyler  to  go  ahead  and  sumiaon  guards; 
Tyler  asked  him  who  it  was  best  to  get ;  the  sheriff  told  him  to  get  some  good  fellows, 
Ike  Kadford  for  one ;  I  told  Warren  to  get  some  good  boys  that  would  stick  up  to  us, 
if  anything  did  occur,  and  I  left  them  and  went  back  up  in  the  court-house ;  William 
Dennis  and  the  guards  that  were  guarding  bim  asked  me  what  Tyler  and  Moore  were 
going  to  do;  I  told  them  I  did  not  kn^w;  Dennis  said  ho  hoped  that  they  would  not 
kill  him  to-night ;  I  told  him  that  they  would  have  some  colored  guards  to  guard  him 
to-night ;  some  of  the  guards,  a  short  time  after,  told  mo  if  there  were  any  niggers 
coming  there  to  guard  him  to-night,  there  was  going  to  bo  a  fuss,  and  that  they  would 
not  stay ;  I  told  them  that  you  all  say  that  **you  were  going  to  kill  Billy  last  night, 
audit  is  right  for  him  to  have  some  colore<l  guards;"  one  spoke  up  and  said,  "You 
will  soe  if  any  niggers  come  here  to-night,  there  will  bo  a  fuss,  and  that  not  a  white 
man  would  stay  here;"  I  loft  then  and  went  to  the  sherilF's  dwelling;  about  half 
an  hour  after  dark  the  sheriff'  came  and  called  nie,  and  told  me  to  go  to  the 
church  and  tell  Aaron  Moore  and  Warren  Tyler  not  to  let  any  man  como  down  this 
side  of  the  church,  for  ho  had  sent  twenty-five  men  out  there,  not  to  allow  any  one  to 
pass  either  way  with  arms ;  this  company  sent  up  by  the  sheriff  had  been  past  then 
jnst  about  five  minutes;  I  then  started  to  the  church,  and  met  some  of  the  party  that 
were  summoned  by  Tyler  for  guards  coming ;  one  of  the  party  told  me  that  he  was  the 
only  one  that  had  a  gun  and  had  had  three  cskipa  bursted  at  him,  and  his  gun  taken 
away ;  I  told  him  to  go  back  with  me,  and  I  would  tell  him  what  I  wanted ;  I  went 
back  and  met  some  oi  the  other  party  that  had  been  summoned ;  I  asked  them  if  they 
had  lost  their  guns  too ;  one  Mr.  Hurd,  in  the  crowd,  said  they  told  him  that  the 
sheriff  said  jnst  to  get  their  pistols,  that  they  need  not  get  guns,  and  that  Tyler  told 
him  and  the  others  to  go  on  to  the  sherifi's  house  and  wait  until  the  rest  came ;  I  went 
on  to  the  church,  and  saw  Mr.  Tyler  and  Moore ;  Moore  was  in  the  pulpit  about  open- 
-ing  the  meeting;  Tyler  was  at  the  door,  and  I  told  Tyler  what  Mosely  said,  and  he 
said  that  he  did  not  believe  in  no  such  way  as  that,  and  for  me  to  go  and  see  Mr. 
Moore ;  I  told  Mr.  Moore  what  the  sheriff  said,  not  to  allow  any  one  to  come  this  side 
of  the  church ;  this  company  that  the  sheriff  had  sent  out  had  gone  above  the  church, 
and  had  everybody  fjreigntened  in  the  church ;  I  told  them  I  would  go  back  to  see  the 
flheriff,  and  find  out  about  it  Just  as  quick  as  I  could ;  then  I  took  the  man  that  had  the 
cape  bnrsted  at  him  to  the  sheriff's  house ;  the  sheriff  told  me  that  he  had  guards 
plenty  in  town,  as  be  had  about  three  hundred  down ;  the  streets  were  full ;  I  told  the 
sheriff  that  these  men  had  gone  beyond  the  church,  and  had  everybody  frightened ; 
and  he  replied  that  they  had  gone  to  Captain  Duck's,  and  that  he  did  not  know  where 
Captain  Duck  lived,  and  that  Duck  had  sent  for  twenty-five  men  for  the  protection  of 
his  £(unily ;  the  man  that  had  lost  his  gun  asked  the  sheriff  for  it,  and  said  it  had  been 
taken  away ;  and  the  sheriff  said  that  he  told  the  guards  to  take  away  all  guns  of  par- 
.ties  in  the  streets,  and  that  he  should  have  his  in  the  morning;  then  we  went  back  to 
the  church  and  foCnd  it  surrounded  with  men — white  men ;  the  people  in  the  church 
asked  what  the  sheriff  said ;  I  told  them  the  sheriff  said  there  was  no  danger,  and  they 
told  me  to  look  yonder  at  the  men,  and  that  they  had  to  take  care  of  themselves ;  Tyler 
sent  word  to  Moore  to  break  up  the  meeting  as  it  would  not  do  for  them  all  to  be  killed 
iu  the  house ;  I  went  back  to  the  sherifi^s  house ;  on  Monday  morning  I  was  ordered  by 
sheriff  to  make  a  fire,  and  I  went  into  the  circuit  clerk's  office  to  get  some  coal,  and  Mr. 
Wessenberg  and  one  of  the  guards  drew  a  pistol  and  a  double-barreled  shot-gun  on  me, 
and  asked  me,  "  Where  is  that  pistol  you  had  ?"  I  said  that  I  had  it  in  my  pocket,  and 
he  told  me  to  "  Give  it  up,  God  d — n  you,  or  I  will  blow  a  hole  through  you ;"  I  pulled 
it  out  and  gave  to  them ;  I  told  them  that  it  was  my  own  pistol ;  that  I  had  bought  it  and 
paid  my  money  for  it ;  they  took  it  from  me ;  the  deputy  sheriff,  Mr.  Belk,  then  came  in 
as  they  were  leaving  the  hall  with  it,  and  I  asked  him  if  he  thought  it  was  right,  and  he 
said  he  thought  I  "had  no  business  with  it ;"  I  told  him  that  I  had  bought  it,  and  paid 
my  own  money  for  it,  and  did  not  disturb  anybody  with  it,  and  that  I  had  it  to  protect 
myself  in  traveling  around  nights,  as  I  had  been  threatened  by  some  parties ;  I  was  in 
the  court-house  at  the  time  ot  the  trial ;  the  trial  of  Warren  Tyler,  Wm.  Dennis,  and 
Aaron  Moore  commenced  abont  two  or  three  o'clock.  Moore,  Tyler,  and  Clopton  had 
no  connsel ;  they  stated  that  they  did  not  want  any ;  Jim  Brantley  was  called  in  from 
the  streets  as  a  witness  in  the  case ;  Brantley,  being  sworn,  stated  that,  "  As  I  was 
coming  along  on  the  streets  I  met  this  hoy,  Tyler,  and  another  boy ;  and  this  boy  that 
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Tras  v^ith  Wurron  asked  biin  ( Warreu)  v^hat  all  of  them  white  folks  were  doing  assem- 
bled in  the  conrt^house ;  this  boy  Warren  here  says  that  they  are  getting  sort  of  scax^ 
and  want  peace ;"  and  Brantley  further  said  that  I  called  him  a  damn  liar  three  timesi^ 
Ford  then  asked  Brantley  **  what  else  he  said ;"  Brantley  s<ad  **  Tyler  said  something 
about*  my  calling  him  a  damn  liar,  and  I  said  I  called  him  a  damn  liar,  or  any  oth^ 
damn  rascal,  and  had  a  notion  to  shoot  him  on  the  spot ;"  Ford  asked  Brantley^  if  that 
was  all,  and  told  him  to  take  his  seat ;  Tyler  said  to  Brantley,  ^^  Don't  leave  the  stood 
yet,  Mr.  Brantley,"  and  told  the  Judge  he  wanted  to  introduce  a  couple  of  witnesses; 
Brantley  asked  I'yler  what  he  said,  and  then  grabbed  the  marshal's  sticky  ^hidh 
was  lying  on  the  table  where  the  judge  was  sitting;  he  drew  the  stick N^nd 
started  for  Warren  Tyler,  and  the  marshal  neld  him ;  I  was  at  the  time  standing  in  th^ 
hall  door  loadip^  into  the  sheriflf  s  office ;  Tyler  jnmi)ed  up  and  ran  toward  the  sh^ifi\ 
office,  clapped  his  hands  to  his  thigh,  and  told  the  marshal  to  **  Stop  him,  or  let  him 
come  and  he  would  stop  him ;"  just  as  he  said  that  some  one  fired  from  the  direction  of 
the  entrance  to  the  court-room ;  the  judge  was  sitting  in  the  middle  of  the  house  and 
the  firing  was  at  his  left  hand  toward  the  entrance  of  the  court-house ;  Tyler  was 
standing ;  the  entrance  to  the  court-house  was  about  thirty  feet  from  where  I  was 
standing ;  the  firing  was  done  between  me  and  the  entrance  to  the  conrt-room ;  Tyler 
had  no  pistol  in  his  hand ;  I  do  not  know  who  fired  the  first  shot ;  I  know  certain  that 
Warren  Tyler  did  not  fire  the  first  shot,  as  I  was  closer  to  him  than  anybody ;  after  the 
first  shot  was  fired,  Judge  Bramlette  was  still  in  his  seat ;  he  was  not  struck  by  the 
first  shot  J  I  do  not  know  whether  Warren  Tyler  fired  at  all  or  not;  I  did 
not  see  any  one  at  the  time  they  were  shot,  but  saw  them  afterward;  I  am 
certain  the  first  shot  did  not  strike  Judge  Bramlette;  do  not  know  where  Ford 
was  standing  at  the  time  the  first  shot  was  fired.  Cloptou  was  sitting  between 
the  judge  and  the  door  at  the  time,  and  Moore  was  standing  near  the  Judge. 
I  went  into  the  chancery  clerk's  office,  and  remained  there  until  the  firing  was  all 
oyer,  and  when  I  came  out  I  saw  Clopton  and  Gus  Ford  lying  in  the  sherifiTs ;  Bram- 
lette was  lying  near  where  he  was  sitting  when  I  saw  him  last.  I  heard  the  sheriff 
tell  Ike  Eadford  and  others,  speakin{(  in  reference  to  the  Alabama  men  who  had 
come  over  there,  that  he  could  do  nothing  without  an  affidavit ;  then  they  went  and 
had  an  affidavit  made  out,  and  do  not  know  what  the  sheriff  told  them ;  the  sheriff  told  me 
that  they  had  gone  and  got  an  affidavit,  and  wanted  him  to  go  and  arrest  those  men, 
and  that  he  was  not  going  to  do  any  such  damn  thing,  saying  that  "  They  always  put 
me  in  everything;  I  know  what  they  want ;  I  won't  go  out  there  and  do  nothing,  and 
get  my  head  shot  off,  and  a  few  niggers  killed ;  that  is  what  they  want ;  I  have  sedt 
old  man  Shearer  and  Thomas  to  see  those  AJabama  parties  and  they  are  not  going  to 
do  anything ;"  the  sheriff  stated  that  Shearer  and  Mr.  Thomas  knew  all  of  these  Ala- 
bama men ;  my  understanding  of  the  objects  of  the  meeting  of  the  colored  men  on  Sat- 
urday, was  to  make  some  arrangement  to  keep  out  the  Alabama  Eu-Klux  and  to  keep 
from  being  shot  down ;  William  Dennis  said  in  his  speech  that  he  could  prove  by  white 
and  black  men  that  there  had  been  crowds  lying  around  his  house  of  nights,  of  white 
men,  and  that  he  (Dennis)  had  counted  thirty  odd ;  and  was  told  by  white  men  that 
they  were  after  him  before  they  came,  and  he  got  some  eight  or  ten  colored  men  to  stay 
with  him,  which  was  the  reason  why  they  did  not  attack  him ;  Dennis  further  said, 
thatlf  they  ever  came  again,  or  the  first  crowd  he  found  dodging  around  his  bouse 
after  night,  he  expected  to  kill  some  of  tliom,  or  try ;  Tyler  stated  in  his  speech  the 
number  of  his  friends  that  had  been  killed  and  wounded  in  the  county  in  the  last 
twelve  months,  and  asked  the  members  of  the  Loyal  League  if  thejMirould  all  stick  up 
to  one  another;  they  responded,  "  Yes ;"  and  he  said  that  was  right;  let  every  man 
come,  white  or  blaek,  so  that  they  could  keeji^tho  county  huiet ;  ami  so  that  every  man 
could  lie  down  of  nights  without  fears  of  being  killed ;  Warren  Tyler  said  they  had 
waited  for  the  officers  and  intelligent  people  to  make  some  arrangements  to  have  peace, 
and  they  would  not  do  it ;  if  the  law  won't  do  it,  now  let  us  go  ahead  and  let  us  adopt 
some  rule,  and  let  us  ask  every  man  to  go  with  us ;  and  to  send  for  old  man  Home 
and  ask  him  to  go  with  us ;  and  he  thought  if  he  went  with  us,  we  would  have  peace ; 
I  was  in  the  habit  of  attending  Aaron  Moore's  church ;  I  went  there  nearly  every  time 
ihere  was  preaching  there ;  I  have  known  the  colored  people  to  put  out  watchmen 
around  the  church;  nave  never  seen  them  with  arms ;  I  know  this  was  done  occasion- 
aUy,  when  they  would  hear  threats ;  1  have  seen  crowds  of  white  people  going  around 
the  church;  one  crowd  on  a  week  night  had  guns;  the  other  on  a  Sunday  night  did 
not;  this  occurred  when  they  were  holding  church  services ;  they  never  held  any  Loy- 
lal  League  meetings  in  the  church ;  there  were  no  other  services  held  in  the  church  but 
'^regular  church  services,  and  a  benevolent  society  also  met  there  once  a  week,  whose 
»ol^6ets  were  to  take  care  of  the  sick  and  bury  the  dead;  I  was  a  member;  I  have 
*  never  known  any  political  meeting  to  be  held  in  the  church;  the  Baptist  church,  which 
^was  burned,  ^as  built  by  the  Govecnment  for  a  school-house,  and  was  afterward  sold 
\U}  the  ooloi^ed  people  for  a  ^uroh ;  tliere  was  a  school  kept  there  at  the  time  it  was 
borned,  by  Mr.  Hollin. 

JOHN  W.  KIZER. 


\ 


/ 


MISSISSIPPI  49 

Wesley  Lee,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot ;  I  was  present  at  the  time  of  the  tronbles 
there ;  I  was  in  the  conrt-room  at  the  time  of  the  shooting  there ;  do  not  know  who 
tired  the  first  shot ;  my  father,  Isaac  Lee,  was  killed  on 'Monday  night ;  I  do  not  know 
who  killed  him;  on  Monday  evening,  about  two  hours  before  sundown,  two  men,  Isaac 
Adams  and  a  man  who  kept  a  soaa-water  factory,  came  to  the  gate  of  my  father's 
iK>a8e  and  called  for  my  father,  (Isaac  Lee;)  my  father  came  to  the  door  and  he  saw 
that-  the  men  had  guns,  and  he  started  to  run ;  Isaac  Adams  called  to  him  to  "  halt,'' 
and  he  did  not  halt,  and  Adams  ^ot  at  him ;  he  was  running  at  the  time  he  was  shot*, 
he  wan  shot  in  the  wrist  with  buckshot ;  he  afterward  ran  over  the  hill  and  got  under 
a  house ;  they  went  there  and  got  him  and  carried  him  to  the  court-house^  I  saw  him 
ao  moro  after  he  was  arrested  and  taken  to  the  court-house,  as  I  left  Meridian  on  Tues- 
day morning. 

WESLEY  LEE. 

Jacob  Beatty,  being  sworn : 

I  resided  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riotj  am  now  living  in  Jackson ;  I  left 
Meridian  on  Friday,  after  the  riot  of  Monday :  I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday  of  the 
riot :  I  was  ^ht  across  the  street  in  front  or  the  court-house,  in  a  bs^ery  where  I 
worked;  on  l^esday  morning,  about  3  o'clock,  they  came  after  me  and  asked  Mr. 
Lawrence  if  I  was  in  the  shop;  he  told  them  yes;  and  Mr.  Lawrence  inquired  of  them 
if  they  wanted  me,  and  they  said  *'No,  let  him  alone,  he's  all  right,  we  don't  want 
him ;"  Mr.  Lawrence  came  in  the  back  room  and  told  me  that  Mr.  Adams  had  been 
there  and  asked  for  me ;  about  twenty  minutes  after  this,  six  men  came  with  their 
guns  and  told  me  to  get  up,  that  they  wanted  me ;  I  was  lying  down  on  a  bench  at  the 
time ;  I  put  on  my  shoes,  and  they  took  me  out  and  carried  me  to  the  depot,  and  they 
gave  me  about  four  hundred  lashes,  with  boards  and  sticks,  and  after  they  had  beat 
me  enough,  they  told  me  to  get  up  and  go ;  I  got  about  fifty  yards  up  the  hill  and  they 
stopped  me ;  I  was  talking  with  Mr.  Lindley ;  I  asked  him  **  What  they  wantied  to  take 
me  out  that  way  and  beat  me  for  f '  He  replied,  "  Do  yon  ndt  know  that  the  Alabam- 
iaus  doil't  allow  you  to  have  a  white  man  arrested  f  I  stepped  off  about  ten  stepe  and 
he  then  shot  me ;  when  he  shot  the  first  time  in  the  arm,  I  ran,  and  he  shot  me  again 
through  the  breast  with  a  double-barreled  shot-gun ;  I  ran  throng  the  building,  and 
another  man  shot  me  through  my  hat  with  a  pistol ;  I  do  not  know  who  he  was ;  they 
hunted  for  me  about  a  quarter  of  an  ho«r  and  gave  it  up  and  went  back ;  I  went  into 
an  old  building,  as  I  could  get  no  fhrther,  and  staid  there  until  daylight ;  at  daylight 
I  got  up  and  got  a  drink  of  water  and  went  down  to  Dr.  Phillips's  office  and  get  my 
wounds  dressed,  and  from  there  I  went  home  and  laid  down,  and  stayed  there  au 
day  Tuesday,  until  ni^t;  I  heard  that  they  were  hunting  for  me;  on  Tuesday 
night  I  went  in  the  bushes  and  Maid;  on  Wednesday,  at  a  house  in  the  ooontry, 
I  do  not  know  whose  house  it  was;  on  Thursday  night  I  went  back  to  Meridian. 
I  was  not  disturbed^  as  no  one  knew  I  was  in  town.  I  staid  at  home  Thursday 
ni^ht,  and  left  Mendian  on  the  cars  on  Fri(!ay  ihoming.  On  Tuesday  morning, 
(the  second  time  they  came  to  the  house,)  two  men  came  in  after  me:  I  do  not  know 
who  they  were;  when  I  got  out  of  the  door  I  saw  four  more ;  three  of  them  I  knew ; 
they  were  Frank  Lindley,  Isaac  Adams^  and  Lem.  Davis;  they  were  old  citizens;  they 
said  to  me  that  I  had  Mr.  Lindle^'s  pistol,  and  they  wanted  me  to  give  it  up;  I  told 
them  that  I  did  not  have  it,  nor  did  I  know  anythinjg  about  it;  they  told  me  to  come 
on  and  go  with  them  and  tney  would  make  me  get  it ;  I  asked  Mr.  Davis  if  they  were 

E)ing  to  kill  me,  and  he  said  that  he  did  not  know;  the^  told  me  that  they  had  Mr. 
IndTcy  imder  arrest  also,  and  when  I  got  to  the  depot  I  K>und  that  Mr.  Lindley  had  a 
gun ;  I  had  no  pistol,  nor  any  arms  at  that  time ;  thev  stripped  me  at  the  depot,  and 
one  man  stood  on  my  head  while  the  others  paddled  me;  th^rewere  abont  twenty 
around  mo  when  I  got  to  the  dexK>t. 

JACOB  BEATTY. 

J.  Aason  MooRE,.being  sworn: 

Reside  in  Meridian ;  on  Saturday  evening,  about  four  or  five  o'clock,  I  passed  by  the 
court-houee ;  I  heard  a  noise  up  in  the  court-house,  apparently  as  thongh  some  one  wa« 
speaking ;  I  went  up,  and  when  I  got  up  there  Wm.  Dennis,  sometimes  called  Cl^ton, 
was  speaking;  I  sat  down  and  listened  at  him  until  ne  got  through  speaking ;  after  he 
got  through,  Warren  Tyler  read  a  resolution ;  I  do  not  recollect  precisely  the  words  <rf 
the  resolution ;  but  it  was  advocating  peace,  and  said,  inasmuch  as  there  had  been  so 
much  disturbance  in  our  to^^  lately,  hoped  that  there  will  be  some  steps  taken  for 
peace ;  I  sat  there  and  listened  to  him  until  he  made  his  speech ;  after  he  got  throogh, 
1  made  some  remarks ;  I  said  I  would  be  very  glad  that  if  white  and  colored  would 
unite  together,  as  a  band  of  brothers,  that  they  might  adopt  some  plan  to  keep  the 
Alabamians  fh>m  among  us,  and  to  prevent  disturbance ;  I  further  said,  if  any  «olored 
men  come  from  anywhere  to  disturb  the  white  people  in  this  town,  if  I  saw  them  befow 
they  did  come  in,  I  should  go  quietly  and  ask  them  to  stop,  and  if  they  did  not  stop, 
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then  I  should  make  some  other  attempt ;  then  I  said,  sappose  they  shonld  tell  me  they 
would  shoot  me  down  if  I  did  not  let  them  alone ;  I  would  keep  still  until  I  got  away 
fix>m  them ;  and  that  I  would  get  some  colored  men  to  help  me  to  stop  them ,  and  if 
we  could  not  do  it,  then  I  would  call  upon  the  white  people ;  and  I  said  1  thought  that 
was  the  way  the  white  people  ought  to  do ;  and  under  this  consideration  we  might 
live  together  like  brethren ;  we  adjourned  very  shortly  after  that,  and  the  boys  all  went 
down  out  of  the  court-house ;  went  out  very  quietly ;  I  started  down ;  Mr.  McMullins 
called  me  in  the  room  where  he  was,  and  said  to  me :  "I  like  your  remarks  very  well ; 
I  am  just  like  you ;  I  am  opposed  to  the  Alabamians  coming  here  to  disturb  the  peace 
among  us."    Ailer  that  I  went  home ;  after  the  men  came  out  of  the  court-house,  they 
were  all  in  a  line,  marching  and  beating  a  drum,  as  usual ;  after  supper  mj  wife  went 
to  the  door ;  I  was  reading,  and  some  one  cried  out  that  there  was  a  fire  down  town  ; 
I  got  up  and  looked  out,  and  saw  the  fire :  abotft  an  hour  afterwards  Kizer  came  up  to 
my  honse  and  said  they  had  killed  Wm.  JDennis  down  town ;  some  of  the  boys  that 
were  there  with  me  asked  what  they  killed  him  for;  there  were  two  or  three  there  with 
me,  and  he  said  that  he  was  drunk  and  cutting  up  there,  and  that  a  crowd  of  them 
started  to  take  him  off  and  kill  him,  and  Dennis  pulled  back  and  refused  to  sto,  and  he 
said  Marcellus  Coleman  knocked  him  in  the  head  with  a  shot-gun ;  I  heard  nothing  more 
then  about  that ;  in  a  space  of  an  hour  or  an  hour  and  a  half,  some  one  was  passing 
by  my  house,  and  I  heard  them  say  that  about  seventy-five  white  men  liiad  gut 
their  guns  and  had  gone  down  t-o  get  Bill  Dennis;   then  everything  appeared  to 
be  quiet ;   I  went  to  s^p ;   I  was  down  town  about  sundown ;   I  went  down  especi- 
ally to  see  the  sheriff;   I  saw  him ;   had  a  long  talk  with  him ;   I  asked  him  if  he 
thought  Dennis  would  be  safe  in  the  court-house  that  night :  he  replied  that  he 
thought  that  he  would,  for  he  intended  to  put  such  men  to  guard  him  as  to  hold  them 
responsible  for  him :  Isaac  Radford  and  Warren  Tyler  went  with  me  to  see  the  sheriff, 
and  were  present  wnilo  I  was  talking  to  him;  I  further  said  to  him,  to  keep  any  suspi- 
cion or  hard  thoughts  from  any  cla^,  '^  Won't  it  be  a  good  thing  to  have  the  guards 
divided — some  white  and  some  colored  f  and  he  said  he  did  not  know,  but  if  we 
thought  it  was  best  he  would  do  it ;  I  told  him  I  thought  it  best,  as  it  would  keep 
down  hard  feelings ;  he  then  said  to  Tvler  and  Radford :  ^^  Qo  and  get  me  some  good, 
reliable  colored  men,  and  fetch  them  Here '"  we  were  at  his  house  at  this  time ;  then 
says  he,  "Never  mind,  we  will  go  down  to  the  court-house  and  see  Belk,  the  deputy  sheriff;" 
we  wont  down,  and  he  called  Mr.  Belk  out, and  said  to  him :  "Mr.  Belk^  Aaron  and  the 
boys  desire  to  have  the  guards  mixed  to-night^ what  do  you  think  or  it  f '    Mr.  Belk 
said  that  "  I  have  got  my  guards  all  fixed  and  i  do  not  want  to  change  them ;"    Mr. 
Mosely  said  that  he  would  rather  that  thoy  should  be  mixed  if  Mr.  Be^k  was  willing : 
Ml*.  Belk  replied  again  that  he  did  not  want  his  guard  changed,  and  that  he  "  did  not 
want  any  colored  men  about  here  to-night  at  all;''  then  Mr.  Belk  said  to  me  that 
"  there  would  be  a  large  quantity  of  men  here  to-night  from  a  distance ;"  I  then  said, 
"  Mr.  Belk,  if  the  Alabamians  are  coming  here  to-night,  do  you  think  thefe  is  going  to  be 
any  fuss ;''  he  replied,  "  I  did  not  say  that  there  would  be  any  Alabama  men  here  to- 
night.   I  said  there  would  be  a  quantity  of  men  here  from  a  distance;"  I  then  a^ked 
him  confidentially^  what  he  meant  by  that ;  he  then  took  me  one  side  and  said  that 
"  They  have  had  a  meeting  here  to-day,  and  that  three  or  four  men  have  got  to 
leave  this  town  at  once ;  there  will  be  a  committee  appointed  to  wait  upon  them, 
■  and  your  name  was  brought  up  in  the  committee,  but  it  was  fought  down  by  some  of 
the  best  citizens  of  this  town.    Wm.  Sturgis,  Bill  Dennis,  and  Warren  Tyler,  have  got 
to  leave  this  place."    By  this  time,  Mr.  Mosely,  Radford,  Tyler,  Belk,  and  myself  had 
all  got  together  again  ;  Mr.  Moselv  said,  "  Warren,  you  and  Radford  go  and  fetch  me  a 
dozen  good  colored  men."    We  all  then  broke  up  ;  I  then  went  and  got  my  supper  and 
went  to  my  church  ;  after  we  had  sung  and  I  had  taken  my  text,  Warren  came  to  the 
pulpit  where  I  was  and  says  to  me :   *'  I  had  them  men  carrying  them  down  town  and 
met  some  white  men  who  took  their  guns  away  from  them,  and  thev  said  that  Mr. 
Mosely  had  told  them  to  go  and  disarm  the  colored  men."    He  said  further  to  me :  "  If 
I  was  you,  I  would  break  up  meeting,  as  there  are  white  men  all  around  the  church." 
I  said  to  him  the  worship  oi  the  Lora  must  go  oh  ;  I  kept  on  preaching  my  sermoo, 
uid  just  before  I  cot  through  Kixer  came  in  and  said  that  Mr.  Mosely  had  given  orders 
to  disarm  all  of  t£e  colored  men  and  keep  them  up  here ;  on  Monday  morning  I  asked 
Mr.  Mosely  if  he  had  given  orders  to  disarm  the  colored  men,  and  he  replied  that  he 
had ;  I  was  present  at  tae  meeting  on  Monday  ;  there  was  a  resolution  berore  the  meet- 
ing to  petition  the  governor  to  have  him  remove  Sturgis,  and  to  the  effect  that, 
if  the   governor  would   not   remove   him,  that   they  would  do  it:    Mr.  Coleman 
^ot   up   and   said:    "Gentlemen,  I  insist   that   you   do   not   sena  such  a  resolu- 
tion as  that  to  the  governor ;"  there  was  another  resolution  to  the  effect  that  the  nig- 
gers were  disturbing  the  peace ;  this  resolution  was  also  to  go  to  the  governor ;  Mr.  Cole 
man  said  that  he  was  opposed  to  that  resolution  going  to  the  governor,  as  there  is  some 
just  as  mean  white  people  as  there  is  colored  people  here.    About  10  o'clock  in  the 
morning  I  was  in  the  chancery  clei'k's  office  talking  to  Mr.  Smith,  the  derk,  and 
Warren  l^ler,  andjsj|uu>tified  by  the  sheriff  that  I  and  Warren  Tyler  oould  oofuader 
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oiinelv«8  under  anrest ;  I  inqaiied  of  himy  "  for  what  f "  and  he  replied,  ''  for  holctmg 
that  meeting  on  Saturday:''  I  replied^  *'good  graeions  !  can  we  not  hold  a  little  meet- 
ing without  heing  arrested  f  he  said  to  me,  *'  never  mind,  yon  will  not  be  hurt/'  and 
to  goon  about  my  business,  and  report  back  there  at  2  o'clock  ;  he  did  not  take  Tyler 
into  custody  at  that  time,  and  he  farther  told  me  to  go  in  and  listen  to  the  speeches ; 
3it  W.  W.  Shearer  spoke  when  I  went  in,  and  said :  "  Gentlemen,  here  is  our  repre- 
sentative, I  should  like  to  hear  from  him,''  and  they  would  not  let  me  speak ;  said, 
"no!  no !  we  don't  want  to  hear  anything  from  him."  I  went  from  there  home,  and 
returned  to  the  court-house  about  2  o'clock ;  after  the  organization  of  the  court  I  was 
asked  by  the  prosecuting  attorney  if  I  had  any  counsel,  and  I  replied,  ''  no ;  as  I 
had  done  nothing,  I  did  not  need  any."  Mr.  Berry  was  tne  lirst  witness  examined  ; 
Mr.  Brantley  was  the  next  witness ;  after  he  had  finished  his  testimony,  Tyler,  who 
was  on  trial,  asked  him  not  to  take  his  seat,  as  he  wished  to  introduce  two  wit- 
nesses to  impeach  his  testimony:  at  this,  Mr.  Brantley  took  a  stick,  which  was 
lying  on  the  table  in  front  of  tne  justice,  and  started  toward  Tyler ;  the  marshal 
took  hold  of  Brantley,  and  Tyler  at  the  time  retreated  toward  the  door  leading 
into  the  sheriff's  office;  about  this  time  I  heard  cries  of  ''Shoot  him!"  ''Shoot 
him !"  Then  the  firing  commenced ;  Tyler  had  no  pistol  in  his  hand  when  he  passed  by 
me:  I  do  not  know  whether  he  had  a  pistol  on  him  or  not ;  he  was  sitting  between  mo 
and  Judge  Bramlette,  and  in  going  out  passed-  by  me  ^  it  apneared  to  me  that  the  first 
shot  came  from  about  the  middle  of  the  house ;  who  did  the  firing  I  do  not  know ;  I  am 
confident  that  Tyler  had  nothing  whatever  in  his  hands;  if  he  had  anvtbing  in  his 
hands  I  could  have  seen  it;  I  had  no  arms  at  the  time ;  I  knew  nothing  of  the  meeting 
of  Saturday  before  it  was  held;  I  left  Jackson  for  Meridian  on  Friday  morning;  Clop- 
ton  and  Radford  had  been  here,  and  went  over  with  me ;  Clopton  came  over  to  Jackson 
to  bring  a  petition  to  the  eovemor,  for  the  purpose  of  having  Mayor  Sturgis  retained 
in  office;  Iwas  not  wounded  in  the  difficulty;  after  the  firing  was  over  I  left  the 
court-house,  went  home,  and  then  left  Meridian. 

J.  AARON  MOORE. 

Wm.  Harris,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  before  the  riot ;  am  now'living  in  Jackson.  I  was  in  Meridian  at 
the  time  of  the  riot.  I  was  not  at  the  court-house  when  the  shooting  took  place ;  I 
know  nothing  of  the  shooting  there.  When  I  first  saw  Tyler  after  the  ^looting  he  was 
coming  toward  my  house,  led  by  two  men.  He  was  shot  very  badly  at  the  time.  They 
brought  him  into  my  house,  and  Tyler  asked  me  to  protect  him.  I  closed  the  doors, 
but  the  crowd  outoide  made  me  open  them.  Tyler  had  in  the  meanwhile  passed 
through  the  yard  into  the  shoe  shop  of  Parker,  the  second  door  from  my  house.  Tyler 
told  me  that  he  had  been  shot  twice.  In  the  crowd  tliat  was  pursuing  Tyler  I  saw  with 
gnns  Bob  Coleman,  sr.,  and  Bob  Coleman,  jr.,  Hugh  Wilson,  and  George  Schell,  all  citi- 
zens of  Meridian.  These  were  among  the  number  that  came  to  my  dbor  and  demanded 
admittance.  I  was  punched  in  the  face  with  a  gnu  by  some  one  of  them.  Mr.  Schell 
1>eKged  of  them  not  to  kill  me.  There  were  so  many  in  the  crowd  when  they  found 
Tjder  that  I  could  not  tell  who  shot  him.  Ilie  sherin  rode  around  where  Tyler  was 
found,  Just  before  he  was  ibund,  and  said,  "Find  him,  damn  him,"  and  rode  away  again. 
The  deputy,  Mr.  Belk,  was  around  there  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  I  cannot  say  that 
the  Alabamians  were  the  sole  cause  of  these  troubles,  as  I  had  heard  it  whispered  about 
among  the  people  before  they  came  over.  I  left  Meridian  on  the  10th  of  March.  Mr. 
Coleman  d^w  a  gun  on  me  and  threatened  to  shoot  me,  and  I  learned  that  he  broke 

the  trigger  trying  to  shoot  me. 

his 
WILLIAM  -f  HARRIS, 
mark. 

Habris  Richardson,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot ;  amoi^  the  party  of  Alabamians  that 
came  over  to  Meridian,  I  knew  Stephen  Renfeau  and  his  brother,  and  Josh  Sledge,  all 
from  Livingston,  Sumter  County,  Alabama ;  I  saw  these  parties  in  Meridian  several 
times  ;  they  were  in  Meridian  on  Sunday  just  before  the  riot  of  Monday.  I  lived  in 
Sumter  County,  Alabama,  at  Livingston,  for  twentv-odd  years,  and  was  run  away 
fhnn  ^ere  last  August ;  I  was  shot  in  the  head  over  there.  Renn!au  was  the  captain 
cf  the  men  that  raised  the  row  in  Livingston  last  August,  and  the  other  men  mentioned 

Above  were  in  the  some  party. 

his 
HARRIS  X  RICHARDSON, 
mark. 

Nathan  Clemens,  being  sworn : 

I  Kvad  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot ;  I  was  near  the  court-house  when  ^e 
shootiBg  in  the  court-house  occurred ;  saw  nothing  of  it ;  I  saw  Isaac  Adams  draw  his 
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ffun  on  old  man  Lee,  and  halt  him ;  I  then  turned  my  head  and  heard  the  gnn  fired ;  I 
IhiDk  it  was  Adams  that  shot  Lee ;  this  occurred  in  Mrs.  Henston's  yard.;  this  occurr&d 
after  the  fuss  in  the  court-house  was  over,  and  while  I  was  on  my  way  home,  about  a 
hidf  a  mile  from  the  oourt-house. 

his 
NATHAN  X  CLEMENS, 
mark. 

William  Horne,  being  sworn : 

I  resided  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  late  disturbances  there;  occupation,  barber ; 
on  Sauday  ni^ht,  March  5th,  I  was  notified  by  Warren  Tyler  to  go  down  and  act  as  a 
guard  over  Bill  Dennis ;  I  got  my  gun  and  started  down  town  for  that  purpose ;  oa 
the  way  to  the  court-house,  just  tnis  side  of  Mr.  Mosely's,  I  met  twelve  men,  who 
took  my  gun  away  from  me  and  snapped  three  caps  at  me.  On  Tuesday,  Maroh  7thy 
three  men,  Albert  Allman,  Ed.  Meridan,  and  the  third  I  cannot  call  his  name,  all  from 
Eutaw,  Alabama,  came  into  the  house  where  I  was  helping  to  shroud  Gus.  Ford,  who 
was  just  killed,  and  drew  a  pistol  on  me,  and  one  of  them  shot  at  me ;  I  noticed 
where  Ford  was  shot ;  it  was  in  the  left  side ;  I  know  of  one  man's  being  taken 
back  to  Alabama  since  the  riot ;  his  name  was  Scott :  he  was  taken  away  bv  Mr. 
Joe  Reynolds,  a  clerk  in  Follard^s  store,  in  •  Eutaw,  Alaoama ;  I  know  him  well ;  I 
know  that  he  is  a  mighty  man  for  killing  nigg^ra  when  he  got  a  chance :  I  hiive 
seen  him  shoot  three;  the  man  that  was  taken  back  to  Alabama,  from  Meridian^ 
was  under  a  bond  of  |200  at  Kutaw,  for  his  appeai*ance  there  for  some  rascality  com- 
mitted, and  ^an  away  frcHU  there ;  these  fsK^ts  in  reference  to  his  being  under  bond 
I  learned  from  Mr.  Reynolds. 

QueaHoH,  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  man  who  shot  at  you  when  you  were  passing 
out  of  Gus.  Ford's  house  f 

Answer,  Alfred  Allman. 

QAes/ion.  At  what  time,  of  your  own  knowledge,  was  Reynolds  clerking  for  Pollard  t 

Ansicer.  He  was  clerking  there  in  December  and  January  last. 

his 

WILLIAM  -f  HORNE. 
tomA, 

Witness : 

\V.  H.  FURNISS.       ^ 

Aleck  Joseph,  being  sworn : 

I  lived  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  am  now  living  in  Jackson.  I  was  on 
police  duty  at  the  time  of  the  meeting  on  Satu^;day.  I  was  so  employed  by  the  mayor, 
William  Sturgis.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  which  waa  held  on  Saturday,  March  4, 
1871. 

QwesHon,  What  was  the  meeting  held  for  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  meeting  was  called  for,  but  they  spoke  about  putting 
down  the  Ku-Klnx  business.  I  do  not  know  who  was  president  of  the  meeting ;  do  not 
think  that  they  had  any.  After  the  meeting  we  came  down  and  marched  around  a 
little. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  company  there  f 

Anstver,  There  was  a  company  begun  there,  but  it  never  was  finished ;  I  had  been 
elected  captain  but  never  commissioned ;  after  marching  about  we  dismissed  about  suu- 
dowu ;  the  next  thing  that  occurred  the  fire  broke  out,  a  little  after  dark ;  I  wa^  in 
my  house  at  the  time ;  I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting  on  Monday  morning ;  I  was 
present  at  the  trial  in  the  evening ;  I  saw  Tom  Hill  at  the  trial  in  the  evening  take  his 
pistol  out  and  present  it,  and  I  am  pretty  sure  that  he  fired  it ;  he  shot  toward  the 
door  of  the  court-house. 

Question,  State  whether  or  not  you  know  who  fired  the  first  shot  t 

Answer.  That  I  do  not  know;  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  Just  before  the  shooting  oom- 
menced  make  toward  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office ;  I  could  see  him  plainly ; 
I  did  not  see  anything  in  his  hand ;  he  did  not  have  a  pistol  in  his  hand ;  I  was  where 
I  could  have  seen  it  if  he  had  one ;  I  do  not  know  who  did  the  first  or  last  shootinff ; 
I  saw  the  man  whom  I  mentioned  shoot ;  I  dropped  down  on  the  floor ;  when  the 
shooting  ceased,  I  raised  up  and  saw  Judge  Branuette  lyine  with  his  head  in  a  chair 
where  he  had  fallen ;  he  fell  in  the  opposite  direction  from  the  sheriff's  office;  the  mar- 
shal told  me  to  lay  him  down  on  the  floor,  and  turn  a  chair  over  and  place  it  under  his 
head;  he  was  dead  at  this  time;  about  the  time  Brantley  got  up  to  strike  Tyler,  the 
judge  got  up,  and  at  that  time  some  one  cried  out,  "  Shoot  the  damn  rascal !"  then  the 
firing  commenced ;  about  fifteen  minutes  after  the  Judge  was  kiUed,  Ike  Adams  and  a 
Mr.  Snow,  who  is  employed  in  a  music  store,  came  into  the  court-house  and  said  to  mo, 
*^  You  are  no  friend  of  mine ;"  kicked  me  twice,  and  said,  **  God  damn  you,  get  out  of 
here!"  and  raised  a  gun  to  strike  me;  I  started  down  stairs,  and  the  last  I  saw  of 
Adams  he  had  a  gun  to  his  face  as  if  to  shoot  me. 
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*  Qu€9H<m,  Had  you  ever  been  mistreated  befbre  that  by  the  white  people  there  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Ihiriog  this  excitement  did  you  see  any  colored  men  with  guns  f 
Answer.  I  saw  two  or  three  colored  men  on  Saturday  night  from  the  country,  who 
came  in  with  guns,  and  I  asked  them  what  they  were  doing  with  guns,  as  these  were 
excitine  times ;  and  they  said  that  they  had  been  working  out  there  getting  out  cross- 
ties,  and  coming  home  brought  their  guns  with  them. 

his 
ALECK  +  JOSEPH, 
mark. 
Witness: 

W.  H.  FURNISS. 

Gkaitviixb  Bichabds,  being  sworn: 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  lived  there  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  was  at  the  meetinff  on  Sat- 
urday, March  4,  and  was  also  at  the  meeting  on  Mondav.  I  was  near  the  nouse  in 
which  Tyler  was  killed,  and  saw  the  persons  at  the  time  he  was  killed  going  in  and  out 
of  there.  I  heard  Moses  Adams  make  the  remark  that  "  He  knew  that  he  had  dis- 
charged twenty-six  buckshot  at  him."  Isaac  Adams  was  also  in  the  crowd ;  I  heard  him 
say  nothing.  I  left  Meridian  on  the  Thursday  following  the  riot ;  I  left  becanse  they 
had  threatened  my  life;  they  came  to  my  house  on  Tuesday  night  and  shot  my  dOg, 
broke  down  my  gate  and  palinsa,  and  took  my  pistol  off  firom  my  mantlepiece,  in  my 
honse.  They  went  over  to  Mrs.  Floumoy's  house — some  dissipated  women  si^aid  there — 
(by  dissipated  women  I  mean  women  not  of  good  character)  and  they  told  mv  wife, 
and  my  ^ife  told  me,  that  these  men  made  threats  against  me,  in  which  they  said  that 
they  were  coming  to  kill  me  on  Wednesday  night.  1  left  immediately  when  I  got  this 
word.  On  Wednesday  night  they  did  come  to Idll  me.  I  went  back  Thursday  morn- 
ing, and  immediately  left  Meridian  for  Jackson.  Of  the  party  that  was  to  my  house 
on  Tuesday  night,  I  knew  John  Barrett,  Thomas  Hill,  and  M.  v .  PuUens.  I  had  been 
a  policeman  in  Meridian  sixteen  months  prior  to  the  1st  of  February,  when  I  resigned. 
I  was  never  mistreated  by  persons  in  Meridian  before.  I  heard  they  were  going  to  kill 
all  of  the  nigger  policemen. 

his 
GRANVILLE  -f  RICHARDS. 
mark. 
Witness: 

W.  H.  FURNISS. 


Washington,  D.  C,  J»ne  21, 1871. 
E.  P.  JACOBSON  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHoH.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  At  Yicksbuiig,  Mississippi. 

QvesUon.  How  lopg  have  you  resided  there  ? 

Answer.  About  fifteen  months. 

Question.  Have  you  resided  that  long  in  that  one  place  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  the  State f 

Answer.  About  the  same  time,  fifteen  months. 

Quesiion.  What  official  position,  if  any,  do  you  hold  there  ? 

Answer.  I  am  United  States  district  attorney  for  the  southern  district  of  Mississippi. 

Question.  Give  us  such  information  as  you  may  have  derived  in  your  official  position, 
during  the  period  you  have  been  there,  respecting  the  execution  of  the  law  in  that 
Staite  and  the  security  of  person  and  property  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  only  class  of  law  which  has  come  under  my  supervision  and  1u 
regard  to  which  I  should  be  able  to  testify^  is  the  revenue  laws  ;  they  are  almost  the 
only  cases,  becanse  we  have  very  little  jurisdiction  in  Mississippi  which  would  involve 
a  test  as  to  whether  the  people  were  law-abiding.  We  have  no  Jurisdiction  in  Minsis- 
ftippi  which  would  bring  up  before  our  court  cases  where  the  test  could  be  applied  whet  b  er 
the  people  were  law-abidmg  or  not,  in  the  manner  in  which  I  suppose  other  courts 
have  an  opportunity  to  test  the  question.  That  is,  we  have  none  of  the  usual  criminal 
cases ;  none  such  as  frequently  occur  in  some  places,  to  show  lawlessness  or  the  con- 
trary. We  have  revenue  cases  in  the  main,  and  in  regard  to  those  cases  I  think  I  can 
say  that  at  this  day  the  law  is  pretty  weU  obeyed  in  our  State.  Prosecutions  have  taken 
place  there  of  those  who  have  failed  to  obey  the  law ;  and  at  this  day  I  think  there  is 
a  disposition  to  obey  the  law. 
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Question.  Where  it  is  disobeyed,  is  there  any  diffionlty  In  btingiDg  the  ofifonders  te 
justioe,  through  the  medium  of  tne  courts  in  that  district  f 

Answer,  As  regards  those  cases  f 

Question.  Any^ases  whatever  over  which  you  have  jurisdiction  f 

Anftwer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The  law  can  be  executed  in  that  district  without  obstruction  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  am  now  testifying  in  regard  to  my  official  experience,  and  therefore 
only  in  regard  to  matters  which  have  come  before  me  officially.  I  am  not  now  speak- 
ing of  my  general  knowledge.  Speaking  from  my  official  information,  I  think  the  law 
can  be  enforced  without  difficulty  in  our  district. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  How  does  your  district  run  geographically  ? 

Answer.  East  and  west.  It  comprises  the  southern  half  of  the  State-*-or  rather  more 
than  half. 

/ 
By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  mean  that  the  line  dividing  the  two  distiicts  runs  east  and  west  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  my  district  comprises  the  southern  part  of  the  State.  The  line 
which  divides  the  two  districts  is  a  little  above  the  middle  of  the  State. 

Question.  In  the  United  States  district  court  in  which  your  duties  are  discharged, 
have  there  been  anv  indictments  under  either  the  act  of  1870,  called  the  enforcement 
act,  or  tbe  act  of  Congress  passed  at  the  recent  session  for  the  suppression  of  what  are 
known  as  liu-Klux  disorders  1 

AnffWtr.  No,  sir.  I  wish  to  state  that,  since  the  passage  of  the  last  law  on  that  sub- 
ject, we  have  had  no  court.  There  have  been  some  occurrences  in  our  State ;  but  we 
have  had  no  court  whereat  there  was  a  grand  jurj*.  Since  the  passage  of  that  law 
there  have  been  some  occurrences  in  that  State  which  I  had  expected  to  examine  into 
at  tbe  next  court,  meeting  on  Monday  next. 

Question,  Have  you  made  any  preliminary  examination  into  those  cases  T 

Anmrer.  No,  sir.  For  the  purpose  of  saving  expense  to  the  Grovemment,  I  have 
observed  the  practice  of  postponing  all  examinations  imtil  the  term  of  conrt,  because 
the  parties  who  generally  come  before  us  are  persons  who  are  not  likely  to  run  out  of 
the  State,  and,  if  they  do,  the  writ  of  the  United  States  reaches  them  all  over  the 
United  States. 

Quefition.  Have  the  complainants  been  before  youf  How  do  you  know  of  the  oooor- 
rence  of  these  cases  ? 

'  Answei'.  Well,  sir,  both  from  newspaper  reports  and  because  of  some  complaints 
which  have  been  before  mo,  and  in  particular  one,  which,  however,  does  not  coucvtii 
my  district — a  complaint  oi  some  lawlessness  exercised  against  a  person  up  in  Okilb- 
bt»ha  County,  which  is  in  the  northern  district.  After  listening  to  the  complaint,  ar.d 
finding  that  it  did  not  belong  to  my  district,  I  referred  it  to  the  district  attorney  in  the 
northern  district. 

Qncfttion.  In  that  case  in  which  complaint  was  made  before  you  as  an  officer,  yon  found 
that  yon  had  no  jurisdiction! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que>ifion.  What  was  the  nature  of  that  case  ?  • 

Antncer.  The  complainant,  I  think,  was  named  McLaughlin.  He  seemed  to  be  an  iu- 
t^^lligent  man.  He  was  accompanied  by  another  gentleman,  whose  name  I  do  not  now 
remember.  They  were  referred  to  me  by  Governor  Alcorn,  to  whom  they  presented 
their  complaint.  They  stated  to  me  that  this  man  McLaughlin  had  come  up  into  Ok- 
tibbeha Countj'as  a  teacher,  and,  after  spending  some  little  time  there  as  a  teacher,  the 
idea  was  suggested  among  some  of  the  negroes — possibly  it  was  suggested  by  him  to 
them,  1  suppose — at  any  rate  the  idea  was  entertained — or  establishing  a  sort  of  society 
store,  which  was  carried  out,  and  McLaughlin  was  appointed  manager  of  the  concern. 
Soon  after  he  had  opened  the  store  and  was  prospering  in  it,  as  he  stated  to  me,  he  was 
surrounded  one  night  by  a  party  of  persons — no,  he  first  received  some  notices  to  qnit 
that  neighborhood,  which  ho  did  not  do.  Some  time  after  that  he  was  surrounded  hy 
a  party  of  persons  with  guns  and  pistols  at  night,  and  they  attempted  to  get  into  his 
store.  He  had  had  some  little  notice  that  an  fittempt  would  be  made  to  injure  him  or 
to  surround  him  there,  and  he  had  provided  himself  with  aid,  consisting  of  two  or 
three  friends.  They  were  surrounded  at  night  by  a  party  of  persons  armed  with 
l)istols  and  guns,  who  attempted  to  break  into  the  store.  They  partially  suc- 
ceeded ;  they  broke  open  a  shutter,  I  believe,  and  one  of  his  doors ;  and  they  sum- 
mone<l  him  to  come  out.  As  he  stated,  feeling  hims(»lf  secure  in  then*  in  the  dark, 
with  his  friends  about  him,  well  armed,  he  declined  to  do  so,  and  told  them  if 
they  had  any  business  with  him  he  was  prepared  to  receive  them  in  there.  After  a 
while  they  seemed  to  regard  the  attempt  to  injure  him  that  night  as  useless,  and  th^y 
abundoned  the  place.  The  next  day.  as  he  told  me,  he  visited  the  sherifi's  office  and 
complained  to  him  of  the  occurrence ;  and  the  sheritf  visited  some  ot  the  parties,  (Mc- 


IN. 
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Laafi^liliii  had  recognized  some  of  them,)  and  enjoined  npon  them  not  to  repeat  the  dis- 
torl^nce.  The  sheriflf,  it  seems,  and  some  prominent  persons  of  the  place,  proceeded 
together  to  the  different  parties,  and  cautioned  them  not  to  do  that  again,  or  rather 
uiged  them  not  to  do  it  again ;  and  they  promised  not  to  do  it.  Thereupon  they  as- 
sured McLaughlin  that  he  should  not  be  disturbed  again.  But,  notwithstanding  that, 
6ome  nights  afterward  they  visited  him  again  in  disguise,  and  surrounded  his  house. 
I  do  not  recollect  whether  ho  stated  to  me  that  they  fired  upon  him  or  not.  I  know 
they  attempted  some  Aiolence,  and  used  some  very  harsh  language.  I  will  not  say  that 
'""I'  they  fired  or  attempted  to  injure  him. 
Question.  This  is  his  account  to  you  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  impression  is  that  they  summoned  him  to  come  out  j  that  they 
beleaguered  his  place  until  daylight,  and  told  him  If  he  did  not  leave  that  neighborhood 
they  would  kill  him.  The  shoriS'  having  assured  him  he  would  not  be  disturbed,  he 
bad  not  kept  his  usual  guard  about  the  house ;  and,  as  he  expressed  himnelf,  ho  was 
very  much  frightened.  In  fact,  they  did  take  him  out  that  night,  carried  him  fH>mo 
distance,  threatened  to  kill  him,  and  used  all  sorts  of  violent  language  toward  him. 
Finally  somebody  interposed,  or  something  occurred.  I  do  not  recollect  the  circum- 
stances. However,  they  let  him  go,  with  an  ii^unction  that  ho  should  leave  or  he 
would  be  killed. 
Question.  Did  they  assign  to  him  any  reason  why  he  should  leave  ? 
Antwer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  think  that  any  reasons  were  specifically  assigned;  I  gath- 
ered from  the  expressions  which  passed  on  the  occasion,  as  related  to  me  by  Mr. 
McLaughlin,  that  they  were  political  reasons ;  that  is,  if  political  reasons  may  be  con- 
sidered to  consist  in  an  objection  which  those  parties  surrounding  him  and  troubling 
him  seem  to  have  had  to  his  associatinsr  with  and  managing  the  affiiirs  of  the  noCToes. 
QuestUnu  Did  they  assign  that  to  him  as  a  reason  why  he  should  leave  ?  Did  lie  so 
state  to  yon*? 

Amwer.  I  gathered  that  from  his  conversation.    I  understood  him  to  say  that  they 
said  he  was  consorting  with  negroes,  and  implied  that  he  was  disturbing  or  exciting 
their  minds. 
Question.  "When  did  this  occurrence  take  place  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  it  occurred  some  two  months  or  so  ago. 
Question.  Have  you  any  authentic  information  of  any  other  occurrences  of  that  char- 
acter in  your  own  district  or  any  other  part  of  the  State  f 

Jwfirer.  I  know  of  a  report  made  to  Governor  Alcorn,  by  a  committee  sent  by  him  to 
Meridian  to  investigate  an  af^r  there. 
Question.  A  legislative  report  t 
Ansacer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  mean  a  report  of  a  joint  committee  sent  by  the  legislature  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  We  have  that  report.    Has  there  been  any  other  recent  occurrence  of  that 
character  coming  within  your  knowledge  as  a  public  officer  ? 

Ansicer.  I  know  of  no  others  f  and  I  know  oi  none  that  have  occurred  that  were  re- 
ported in  the  newspapers  previously. 

Qutstion.  So  far,  then,  as  your  knowledge  goes,  have  there  been  in  that  portion  of 
Mississippi  any  disturbances  of  the  public  peace  by  any  band  of  lawless  men  f 
Ansicer.  Well,  sir,  not  very  recently. 

Question,  You  believe,  then,  that  iu  that  part  of  the  State  comprised  within  your 
district   the  execution  of  the  law  is  effective,  and  that  life  and  property  are  secure 
there? 
Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  assent  to  that. 
Question.  If  not,  state  why  ? 

Answer.  I  confine  myself  strictly,  because  of  the  form  of  the  question,  to  my  official 
knowledge. 

Qu^tioii.  Go  on  and  give  us  any  knowledge  you  may  have  as  a  citizen  ui>on  this 
qnestion. 

Anstcer.  In  some  of  the  counties — and  the  county  in  which  I  live  is  among  them — 
life  and  property  are,  I  think,  as  secure  as  they  are  anywhere  in  the  United  States,  sub- 
ject only  to  such  accidents  aa  are  likely  to  occur  elsewhere — such  lawlessness  as  is 
common  anywhere.  There  are,  however,  some  counties  iu  my  district,  and  in  the 
State,  where  such  is  not  the  case. 
Question.  Name  them  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  include  Lauderdale  as  one  in  the  list. 
Question.  Name  all,  referring  to  the  map,  if  necessary,  to  refresh  your  recollection. 
AnsKC}'.  I  wish  to  state  that  in  my  reflections  upon  this  subject  I  have  always  gen- 
eralised- I  have  not  particularized  my  thoughts  so  as  to  be  able  to  point  to  any  par- 
ticular county.  I  have  seen  so  much  of  Lauderdale  that  I  am  persuaded  that  it  is  a 
county  which  is  not  well  regulated— where  life  and  property  are  not  safe.  I  know  I 
should  not  care  to  live  in  Lauderdale  and  assert  my  x^rmciples  if  they  were  contrary 
to  the  principles  of  the  prevailing  race. 
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QuesUoti,  Name  tlie  counties  in  wbicli  you  tLink  such,  a  state  of  afEairs  exists,  and 
then  give  ns  the  reason  for  that  opinion. 

Anstoer.  lYom  my  personal  knowledge,  I  should  speak  in  particular  of  Oktibbeha, 
Lauderdale,  and,  I  think,  Winona.    I  don't  like  to  particularize. 

Question,  If  there  are  any  counties  or  distri6t8  in  Mississippi  in  'which  there  is  law- 
'  lessness  which  cannot  be  reached  by  the  ordinary  process  of  law,  we  want  to  know 
which  they  are. 

Answer,  I  should  say,  generally,  that  the  district  most  marked  is  the  eastern  part  ol 
the  State,  along  the  ALaoama  line. 

Question,  To  what  extent  on  that  eastern  border,  so  far  as  your  information  goes,  do 
these  disorders  exist  f 

Answer,  Perhaps  in  the  immediate  counties  only. 

Question,  What  knowledjge  have  vou  on  that  subject  f 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  The  witness  will  recollect  that  the  question  of  the  Chairman  was 
whether  there  are  parts  of  the  State  in  which  the  decrees  of  the  courts  cannot  be 
enforced. 

The  Chairman.  My  question  was  whether  the  law  can  be  executed  there  in  all 
classes  of  cases  f  If  there  are  any  exceptions,  state  them,  and  your  reasons  for  think- 
ing  them  so. 

Answer,  I  cannot  particularize  any  counties,  because,  as  I  have  already  observed,  I 
have  thought  of  this  matter— every  good  citizen  has  thought  of  it ;  every  pecson  having 
an  interest  in  the  State  has  thought  of  it — only  in  a  geneitd  way.  I  nave  never  fast- 
ened  upon  my  mind  any  particumr  occurrence ;  but  these  occurences  have  made  an 
impression  upon  my  mind  and  I  have  generalized  from  them. 

Qtiestion,  You  speak  of  this  condition  of  things  as  being  confined  to  the  eastern  bor- 
der of  the  State,  without  being  able  to  designate  the  counties  f 

Answer,  I  would  not  say  that  it  is  entirely  confined  to  those  counties.  There  are  some 
counties  in  the  State  that  are  not  well  regulated;  but  I  am  unable  now  to 'point  yoa  to 
them. ' 

Question.  Give  us  the  knowledge  yon  have  as  to  any  portions  of  the  State  in  which 
the  laws  cannot  be  efficiently  executed,  or  in  which  life,  person,  and  property  are  not 
secure  for  any  reason. 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  the  eastern  part  of  the  State.  The  eastern  counties  in  my 
district  would  come  under  that  category. 

Question,  Out  of  what  causes  does  it  arise  that  the  laws  are  not  executed,  or  that  life, 
person,  and  property  are  not  secure  T 

Answer.  In  the  first  place,  I  think  our  State  legislation  is  defective.  I  do  not  think 
the  legislation  of  the  State  is  sufficient  to  protect  life  and  property,  under  the  circum- 
stances. Legislation  which  would  be  sufficient  in  a  northern  State,  where  the  people 
are  educated,  where  the  greatest  liberality  of  sentiment  prevails,  where  the  country  is 
old,  where  public  sentiment  regulates  society  to  a  great  extent,  and  that  sentiment  is 
properly  educated — ^le^lation  which  would  be  sufficient  in  such  a  community  will  not 
do  for  conuuunities  like  ours.  Our  legislature  has  not  come  up  to  the  wants  of  the 
times  and  the  occasion.  There  are  some  morbid  habits  whioh  have  grown  up  with  the 
past  state  of  afiairs  in  our  State  which  need  something  more  than  the  slow  process  of 
public  sentiment  to  eradicate  them.    That  is  one  reason. 

Question.  That  is  a  very  general  statement ;  come  down  to  specific  facts. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  we  ought  to  have  some  laws  to  prevent  the  general  carrying 
of  deadly  weapons.  I  think  that  inasmuch  as  there  is  a  class  of  people  in  our  commu- 
nity who  are  so  deeply  impregnated  with  their  prejudices  that  they  cannot  get  their 
minds  liberalized  enough  to  condemn  certain  practices,  such  as  the  constant  shooting 
of  people  at  each  other,  and  mortal  afirays  that  occur,  but  rather  seem  to  countenance 
them,  (I  say  a  class  of  people,  it  is  not  all  the  people,)  I  have  always  felt  that  there 
ought  to  be  some  legislation  to  change  the  mind  of  that  class  of  people  to  a  condem- 
nation of  such  practices.  To  be  more  specific,  I  believe  that  a  law,  such  as  the  old 
English  law  under,  I  believe,  Kin^  Edward  and  King  Alfred,  which  made  counties, 
and  hundreds,  and  parishes  responsible  in  damages 

By  Mr.  Vajj  Trump: 

Question,  Right  there  let  me  ask,  in  what  country  were  you  bom  f 

Answer,  I  am  by  birth  a  German. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  statement. 

Ansioer.  I  think  that  a  law  which  would  hold  the  community  responsible  in  damages 
for  an  injury  resulting  to  a  person  from  any  disturbance  which  can  in  its  nature  grow 
only  out  of  a  morbid  sentiment,  would  do  more  to  obviate  the  present  difficulty  thau 
anything  else.  I  think  that  in  so  for  our  legislation  is  defective.  I  think  that  in 
our  State  we  ought  to  have  some  law  to  encourage  the  more  prompt  attendance  of  wit- 
nesses in  homicide  cases.  People  are  very  i-eluctant  to  be  mixed  up  in  homicide  caseHj 
and  in  a  sparsely  populated  country  they  have  easy  means  of  evading  the  process,  ana 
they  will  not  come.    I  think  there  ought  to  be  an  inducement  held  out  to  them  in  the 
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form  of  higher  oompensatioD.  Our  fee-bill  is  too  small.  Poor  people  are  oalled  npon 
to  attend  court  at  an  expense  of  two  or  three  dollars  a  day,  while  they  receive  only  a 
dollar  and  a  half  a  day  K>r  their  attendance. 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question,  Ton  are  pointing  out  defects  in  ycfUr  State  legislation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  1  am  confining  myself  to  State  legislation. 

QH€9tion.  So  far  08  regards  the  laws  now  in  force  there,  those  of  the  Stat«  legislature 
or  of  Congress,  is  there  any  obstruction  to  the  effective  execution  of  those  laws  in  the 
State  of  lussissippi  f 

Answer.  No  general  obstruction. 

Question.  So  fai-  as  the  laws  of  CoDgress  are  concerned,  has  there  been  any  difficulty 
in  executing  them  in  your  district  f 

Anmoer.  None  at  all,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  is  concerned. 

QwutUm,  Are  there  any  acts  of  lawlessness  or  violations  of  law  in  that  portion  of  the 
Sfate  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  remedy  in  either  the  State  or  the  Federal  courts  T 
When  I  say  *'  adequate  remedy,"  I  mean  to  inquire  whether  the  remedies  now  provided 
can  be  administered. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  without  having  thought  of  the  question,  and  it  is  a  very  compre- 
hensive one 

Question.  It  is  one  very  likely  to  have  come  under  your  observation  as  a  United 
States  officer. 

Answer.  If  I  should  give  my  present  impression,  without  having  previously  spent 
much  thought  npon  the  subject,  I  should  say  that  the  remedies  are  adequate  for  all 
porpoaee  except  for  the  protection  of  life  and  property,  the  inadequacy  in  these  cases 
growing  out  of  the  defect*  in  legislation  which  I  have  stated. 

Question.  You  have  misapprehended  the  question.  The  inquiry  is  whether  the  exist- 
ing remedies  can  be  administered  in  the  courts  of  justice  f 

Awnrer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  can. 

Question.  You  think  that  all  laws  now  existing  punishing  such  crimes  as  the  State 
or  Federal  Government  sees  proper  to  make  either  misdemeanors  or  felonies  can  be 
executed  through  the  medium  of  either  the  State  or  the  Federal  courts  t 

Amswer.  They  can  if  you  exclude  .the  power  which  the  people  exercise  upon  the 
juries — the  power  of  public  sentiment. 

Q,uestion.mQ  there  any  public  sentiment  existing  there  which  prevents  justice  from 
being  done  throng  the  medium  of  the  laws  now  m  force  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  should  say  that  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  act  and  the  Ku- 
Ktnx  act  there  would  be  great  difficulty  in  enforcing  them  in  our  State  through  the 
juries. 

Question.  For  what  reason  f  Has  any  fact  come  under  your  observation  upon  which 
you  base  that  statement  ? 

Avsicer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  except  my  daily  intercourse  with  the  people,  and  the  general 
atmosphere  of  sentiment  which  everybody  perceives  without  being  able  to  trace  it. 

Question.  Han  that  satisfied  you  of  the  existence  of  what  is  called  the  Ku-K3nx 
organization  in  that  State  or  in  your  district  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  I  am  satisfied  that  there  is  no  Ku-Klux  organization  In  our  State. 

Question.  What  public  sentiment  do  you  speak  of  as  not  permitting  the  enforcement 
of  what  is  called  the  Ku-Klux  bill  f 

Answer.  Well,  a  general  impression  on  the  part  of  a  portion  of  the  white  people  of 
the  State  that  the  Ku-Klux  bill  is  a  hostile  measure  against  the  South. 

QuesHon.  That  is  the  only  reason  you  have  tor  supposing  it  would  be  difficult  t« 
enibrce  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  you  have  as  yet  framed  no  indictments  under  that  bill  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Tnere  has  been  no  indictment  before  your  grand  jury  f 

Answer..  N'o.sir. 

Question.  Then  it  is  a  matter  of  opinion  with  you  entirely  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  There  have  been  no  complaints  under  that  law  f 

Amswer,  We  have  had  no  court.  I  had  intended  at  this  present  term  to  examine  Into 
this  whole  matter.  If  I  had  already  made  such  an  examination,  I  should  be  a  much 
moise  satisfactory  witness. 

By  Mr.  Polaio)  : 

QuesHon.  Is  the  town  of  Meridian  in  your  district  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    ' 
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ByMr.  Bbck: 

Question.  Tou  speak  of  a  vicious  public  sentiment  wliich  encoorageB,  or  does  not  firo^▼n 
down,  brawls  and  fights,  as  you  think  it  ought  to  do.  I  suppose  you  allude  to  a  class  of 
cases  where  one  man  calls  another  a  thief  or  a  liar,  and  is  knocked  down  or  shot  for  Uie 
insult.  You  mean  to  say  that  juries  will  hardly  punish  a  man  for  that ;  that  they  seem 
to  think  the  aggrieved  party  ought  to  fight  instead  of  going  to  law.  This  is  the  bod 
state  of  things  to  which  you  refer  t 

Amivci:  Well  I  think  that  is  one  thing ;  but  I  think  the  reason  is  much  more  generaL 
I  mean  to  8X)ealv  of  the  people  themselves,  off  or  on  t  he  juries.  The  people  on  the 
juries  are  generally  mistaken  as  to  what  the  law  is,  and  you  cannot  make  them  obey 
the  law,  because  they  have  a  law  of  their  own— the  law  of  the  "  Code,"  which  does  not 
acknowledge  the  law  of  the  legislature. 

Question.  Then  they  let  men  off  for  offenses  for  which,  in  your  opinion,  they  ought  to 
be  punished  f 

Anmver.  The  people  off  the  juries  will  countenance  broils  and  fights,  and  rather  take  a 
morbid  interest  in  them,  whereas  if  there  were  legislation  which  would  go  down  into 
their  pockets  and  make  them  pay  for  Ihat  sort  of  fun,  they  would  soon  take  an  interest 
the  other  way.  They  would  be  interested  in  stopping  broils  and  fights.  That  is  the 
idea  I  wish  to  convey.  Lest  I  may  have  been  misunderstood  when  I  said  that 
I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  general  organization  of  Ku-Klux  in  our  State,  I 
wish  to  make  an  explanation.  I  have  no  doubt  that  in  some  counties  there  is  a  local 
understanding  between  a  class  of  vagabonds  who  infest  our  State,  by  which  t^ey 
are  enabled  on  five  minutes*  notice  to  come  together  and  do  mischief.  I  am  sat- 
isfied of  that ;  but  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  in  our  State  a  general  Ku- 
Klux  organization,  having  fixed  rules  and  a  fixed  constitution,  and  acting  under 
auv  general  head.  We  have  in  our  State  two  classes  of  men  who  are  the  cause 
of^all  the  difliculties.  Our  people  might  be  divided  into  three  classes.  I'irst  and 
foremost  are,  fortunatelj'  for  us,  a  class  of  people  who  love  peace  and  who  receive 
tlie  stranger  kindly,  who  want  to  fuse  all  the  discordant  elements.  They  are  the  peo- 
l>le  who,  if  the  State  is  ever  to  prosper,  will  make  it  prosper.  Then  we  have  a  set  of 
what  I  should  demoniuate — perhaps  not  veiy  classically — '*  old  fogies."  They  are  men 
of  the  old  political  str^mp,  having  all  the  old  aiTogance  and  presumption  which  chai-ac- 
terized  southern  polititiuns  before  the  war.  They  cannot  make  their  egotistical  natures 
believe  that  it  is  possible  for  them  to  be  WTong  in  any  of  their  opinions.  The  very  first 
idea  mi^gesting  itself  to  them  is  that  the  other  party  is  wrong,  and  their  last  idea  is 
the  samv.  Th<\v  inveigh  against  the  *•  carpet-bagger "  and  against  the  negro.  They 
are  restless  ;  they  are  bcmnd  to  abuse  somebody.  In  thom  there  is  neither  peace  nor 
prosperity.  They  retard  both  the  progiess  of  the  law  and  the  material  progri^ss  of  the 
country.  They  are  generally  men  of  standing,  and  they  do  a  great  deal  to  hurt  the  State 
and  to  enconi'age  lawless  people,  because  they  are  utterly  intolerant  of  any  opposing 
soutimeiits :  and  they  are  in  favor,  at  least  in  their  language,  (I  do  not  know  what  they 
would  do  if  they  were  brought  to  the  test,)  of  driving  out  every  *' caipot-bagger  *'  and 
making  the  negro  take  a  stand  below  them  politically.  The  third  class  are  a  set  bf 
shiftles^s  vagabonds — men  who  nt^ver  pay  their  bills,  who  loaf  about  the  strt- ets  and 
drink,  who  navo  no  visible  means  of  support,  who  have  no  occupation — in  other  words, 
have  nothing  to  lose  by  disorder  and  nothing  to  gain  by  order.  They  own  no  property. 
With  thtm  there  is  a  small  sprinkling  of  respeetablo  young  men,  who  are  generally 
enticed  into  their  society  by  youth  and  inexperience.  This  third  class  constitutes  the 
real  di  tnrbers  of  the  peace  in  the  State.  They  do  the  executive  work,  which  is  cn- 
counigi'd  by  the  "old  fogies."  They  are  very  easily  brought  together.  They  drink 
together  all  day  long,  and  if  in  tlu*  t-vening  they  happen  to  be  full  of  liquor,  and  some 
**\ankef"  or  negro  has  done  them  some  imaginary  or  real  injury,  they  go  fbr  him. 
Thev  are  the  men  who  mask  themselves  and  surround  houses  and  commit  these  out- 
rages.    But  I  do  not  regaid  them  as  belonging  to  any  general  organization. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qncsfion.  Have  you  not,  perhaps  inadvertently,  omitted  a  "fourth  estate"  in  your 
civil  organization  ?    Is  there  not  another  class  commonly  known  as  "  carpet-baggers  f 

Ajisiar.  Yes,  sir. 

Quistion.  Describe  them. 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  I  had  not  wished  to  classify  them  among  the  people,  because  I  be- 
lieve in  the  present  age  we  have  progiessed  far  enough  not  to  make  any  distinction 
between  people  because  of  the  place  of  their  birth.  The  question  how  long  a  man  has 
been  in  the  State  ought  not  to  afieet  his  standing  as  a  citizen.  But  if  I  am  to  distin- 
guish this  class,  I  shall  do  so  Irom  the  standpoint  of  the  southern  people.  We  have  a 
class  there  called  *'  caipet-baggers."  We  have  very  respectable  people  among  them,  and 
we  haxH*  some  among  them  who  are  not  respectable.  The  better  class  of  *•  carpet-baggers" 
are  not  any  better,  or  scarcely  better,  favored  than  the  woi"st  class.  The  better  class 
of  "  carpet-baggers"  do  not  coimtenance  the  worst  class.  After  the  war  when  the  south- 
em  country  was  at  peace  again,  there  was  in  the  North  a  general  excitement^  as  there 
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alwavs  is  after  sacb  an  event,  which  led  a  good  many  persons  to  go  to  our  State  from 
tile  North,  and  a  good  many  officers  and  soldiers  to  remain  there,  or  to  return  there, 
having  been  there  dnring  the  war.  The  temptation  is  very  great  to  some  of  those  per- 
sona to  do  wrong.  The  negro  is  ignorant,  and  he  looks  up  to  the  Northern  man  and  to 
the  Southern  republican  as  a  protector.  The  ignorance  ot  tlio  negroes  sometimes  holds 
out  a  temptatiou  ti>  the  Northern  men,  who  are  called  upon  to  lead  them,  to  do  wrong, 
to  enrich  themselves  at  the  expense  of  others.  In  the  main,  my  observation  has  been 
tbait  the  carpet-baggers  who  come  into  the  Stat'O  are  an  industrious,  thriving,  and  well- 
meaning  doss  of  pieople,  and  ought  not  to  be  held  responsible  for  B})oradic  cases  of  bad 
character.  The  Souuiem  people  down  oui*  way  seem  to  be  impressed  with  the  idea  that 
all  their  difficulties  arise  from  the  presence  of  the  carpet-baggers. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  In  describing  classes  of  people  in  the  South,  are  you  talking  of  the  colored 
people  along  with  the  whites,  or  about  the  white  people  alone  f 

An9Hf€i\  I  am  talking  of  the  white  people.  The  negroes  in  a  body  in  our  State  are 
in  sympathy  with  the  carpet-baggers.  I  can  almost  say  that  there  is  scai'cely  a  case  in 
the  State  where  the  negro  sides  against  a  carpet-bagger. 

Questiim.  Are  there  or  are  there  not  laige  numbers  olTiemocratic  negroes  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  cases  of  negroes  who  are  democrats  in  our  State  may  be  num- 
bered by  the  fiugers  of  one  hand. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

QnfiiHon,  In  describiu^^  those  bauds  of  young  men,  do  you  mean  to  state  your  belief 
that  their  organization  is  local,  not  general? 

An$(cei'.  Yes,  sir. 

Qucittion.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  are  local  organizations  which  commit  vio- 
lations of  law  f* 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  think  there  are  permanent  organizations. 

Qu^^iion,  Whether  pernmueut  or  temporary? 

AHHiva\  I  do  not  think  it  would  be  projfer  to  call  them  organizations  when  they  are 
the  fruiT  of  a  moment's  reflection— perhaps  of  an  accident.  There  is  a  class  of  persons 
tbv  re  V.  liom  I  have  desci  il>etl,  and  who  arc  led,  upon  some  accident,  to  jump  to  arms  and 
go  oif  aud  e{)m?i3it  8ome  mischief. 

QntHtion,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  there  is  merely  a  sympathy  of  purpose  and  feeling 
\ihich  Irads  ti»  a  leniporary  atjsociatiou  for  the  commission  of  offenses? 

Anstar,  Tliat  is  the  idea. 

Qncsfian.  Do  you  mean  to  cliaracterize  the  State  in  that  way,  or  merely  the  district 
with  which  you  are  acquainted?  » 

An9iiv}\  Well,  sir,  1  woiihl  speak  only  of  some  portions  of  the  State. 

^lUift-Qn,  Do  you  mean  the  remark  to  apply  to  the  portion  of  the  State  along  the 
eastern  liordtr  ?  ^ 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation,  Is  that  tho  class  of  cases  to  which  you  have  referrecl  as  those  which  render 
life  and  person  insecure  f 

Answer,  YVs,  sir. 

Qu€$tion.  Where  young  men  of  that  kind  commit  these  offenses,  is  it  done  in  such  a 
way  that  they  can  be  detected  aud  brought  to  punishment  ? 

Answer,  Sometimes. 

Question.  Do  they  commit  the  oilenses  in  disguise  ? 

Ansirer.  Recently  I  have  heaid  of  but  this  one  case  u})  in  Oktibbeha  County  where 
any  disguised  was  used. 

Queation,  The  McLaughlin  case  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  the  other  cases  tliey  go  in  their  ordiuarj-  garments  to  commit  these 
offenses,  so  that  they  can  be  identitied? 

An8¥:er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  they  are  thus  identitied  is  there  any  difficulty  iu  punisliing  them  in 
tbe  courts  ? 

Ansv'er,  Well,  sir,  sometimes  they  escape  out  of  the  State,  especially  on  tho  border  of 
ILississippi,  an<l  cannot  be  reached  by  the  process  of  the  State. 

Que&tioii,  That  is  a  difficulty  in  getting  them  into  court ;  but  when  once  brought  into 
court,  is  there  any  difliculty  in  pnnishing  them  f 

Auswer,  Well,  sir,  there  is  nothing  in  the  way  except  the  influence  of  i)ublic  soiiti- 
meot.  I  would  say,  from  my  obsenation,  that  where  there  is  a  snspieion  of  a  i>olitieal 
cause  which  led  to  the  ilisturbauee,  there  would  l)e  some  little  difficulty  in  procuring 
the  conviction  of  a  prisoner  if  he  was  guilty  of  tho  disturbance. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tuump  : 
Question,  Is  there  not  in  all  tiw  States  of  the  Union  some  dauger  of  a  jmy  being 
more  or  less  influenced  by  political  sentiments  t 
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Answer,  Tes,  air ;  but  I  think  the  danger  is  greater  there.    I  thhik  I  aih  jasttfi^d  in 
saying  that  it  is  markedly  greater  in  our  State. 
Question,  In  that  portion  of  the  State,  yon  mean  f 
Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  offenses  of  that  class  committed  by  yonng  men  of  the  character  yon 
have  described,  beget  that  political  feeling  in  any  greater  degree  than  any  other  viola- 
tiouB  of  law  f 

Anmoer,  Sometimes  those  distnrbance^anse  fh>m  no  political  cause.  For  instance, not 
long  ago,  at  Ocolona  there  was  some  little  trouble  between  two  young  gentlemen,  and  it 
appeared  as  if  it  would  result  in  a  fight  between  them.  One  of  them  employed  a  yonng 
man  named  Hill  as  his  friend  to  negotiate  the  matter  with  the  person  with  whom  the 
quarrel  had  arisen.  This  young  man,  Hill,  coming  to  Ocolona  to  arrange  the  matter,  and 
stopping  at  the  hotel  got  into  some  words  with  a  party  one  evening.  Pour  of  them, 
armed  with  pistols,  blew  out  the  light  and  ^hot  this  young  man  in  cold  blood.  Such 
things,  having  no  political  cause  at  the  bottom,  will  occasionally  occur ;  and  I  may  say 
that  when  such  a  ca^e  came  before  the  jury,  if  that  jury  had  not  some  corrupt  member 
upon  it,  their  judgment  would  be  impartial.  But  if  such  a  difficulty  resulted  from  a 
suspicion  of  a  political  cause — if,  for  instance,  the  case  was  between  a  i>arty  of  whites 
and  a  party  of  negroes — it  would  depend  upon  the  complexion  of  the  jury  as  to  whether 
justice  could  be  had  or  not,  whether  the  law  could  be  vindicated  or  not. 

Question,  In  an  ordinary  case  coming  before  a  court,  without  any  reference  whatever 
to  a  political  cause,  do  we  understand  you  to  say  that  the  juries  there  are  likely  to  be 
influenced  by  political  motives,  from  the  simple  fact  that  one  man  is  a  democrat  and 
the  other  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

Qwestion,  Then  does  the  class  of  cases  to  which  yon  have  referred  as  committed  by 
these  young  men  beget  necessarily  a  political  feeling  in  the  juries  when  those  cases 
come  into  court  t  • 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  unless  there  is  a  complexion  about  the  affair  which  raises  a  sus- 
picion of  a  political  cause. 

Question,  Then  in  tiiat  class  of  cases  the  question  whether  there  is  any  difficulty  in 
administering  the  law  depends,  according  to  your  view,  upon  whether  the  offense  has 
been  committed,  for  instance,  against  a  carpet-bagger  or  against  a  negro?    ' 

Answer,  I  should  say  it  would  depend,  of  course,  upon  the  facts  of  the  case,  whether 
they  justified  or  were  likely  to  raise  a  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  jury  that  there  was 
a  political  cause.  If,  for  instance,  some  language  had  been  used  dnrin|^  the  affray 
which  would  show  that  there  was  some  political  feeling  between  the  parties,  and  that 
the  cause  was  a  difference  of  politics,  or  if  the  case  was  clearly  between  negroes  and 
whites  where,  by  implication,  the  minds  of  the  jury  would  beget  the  idea  that  there 
had  been  a  polititoil  cause,  then  I  think  the  jury  would  be  likefy  to  be  prejudiced. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Ton  mean  that  would  result  simply  from  the  fact  that  the  party  on  one  sido 
was  black  and  on  the  other  white  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  would.  I  have  been  engaged  in  the  State  courts  in  defending  per- 
sons, and  that  is  my  experience. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  cases  of  this  class  in  which,  according  to  your  in- 
formation, persons  from  Alabama  have  crossed  into  Mississippi  and  committed  these 
offenses  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir.  In  explanation  of  that  I  will  say  that  I  believe  a  great  many  of 
the  difficulties  occurring  in  the  eastern  counties  are  due  to  parties  who  come  over  tiiere 
from  Alabama.  I  am  satisfied  that  along  the  border  of  Mississippi,  near  Alabama, 
there  are  a  great  many  bad'  characters,  and  the^  are  so  near  the  line  that  they  oscillate 
to  and  fro  and  are  almost  a  part  of  our  population. 

Question.  Is  there  any  interchange  of  hospitality  in  that  direction ;  do  Mississtppians 
visit  Alabama  in  the  same  way  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  suppose  they  do. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  do  you  live  f 
Ansu^er.  In  Yicksburg. 
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Qiuition,  How  loDg  bftve  yoa  resided  there  f 

Anstcer.  I  came  there  with  the  Federal  army  in  1863. 

Question,  What  is  your  profession  ? 

Atmeer,  I  am  a  hi>wyer. 

Queslioju  Have  yon  held  any  public  position  daring  the  period  you  have  lived  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  I  was  distriot  attorney  of  the  United  States  for  nearly  a  year. 

Quesium,  At  what  time  f  .  i 

Austcer.  I  resigned  that  office  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago. 

Qitestum.  Yon  held  the  offle^  in  1868  and  1868  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  in  1869  that  I  resigned — about  July  or  August,  1869,  as  I  remember  it. 

Question.  Have  you  continued  to  reside  there  since  that  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Give  us  whatever  knowledge  you  have,  as  derived  either  from  your  official 
position  or  from  your  residence  then)  as  a  eitisen,  of  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is 
executed  in  the  State^  and  also  the  security  eigoyed  for  life,  person,  and  property.  Give 
us  a  general  statement,  and  make  it  in  yowr  own  manner. 

Answer.  Do  you  wish  me  to  cover  the  whole  time  I  have  lived  there,  or  only  the  last 
two  or  three  years  ? 

Question.  We  are  not  so  much  interested  in  goinff  back  very  fitr  as  in  ascertaining  the 
present  actual  condition  of  the  State,  and  the  condition  for  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

Answer.  1  can  only  speak  personally  of  those  counties  in  which  I  have  lived.  I  have 
been  familiar  with  the  condition  of  things  in  the  oountiee  of  Warren,  Hinds,  Wash- 
in^jrtou,  Issaquena,  and  Bolivar.  Four  of  those  are  river  counties,  in  the  alluvial  dis- 
trict. Immediately  after  the  war  there  was  a  great  de^  of  lawlessness  of  the  very 
worst  character,  even  in  the  county  in  which  I  now  live.  But  so  £u*  as  those  counties 
are  concerned,  I  consider  that  sort  of  thing  to  have  ceased  now.  In  the  counties  with 
which  I  am  well  acquainted,  and  in  which  I  practice  mostly,  I  consider  things  as 
peaceable  as  in  any  county  I  ever  lived  in.  There  is  the  same  lack  of  execution  of  the 
laws  as  exists  in  a  great  many  other  counties  all  over  the  Union.  We  do  not  pay  any- 
body there  for  executing  the  laws.  Our  district  attorneys  are  generally  young  men, 
and  they  meet  the  ablest  counsel.  The  salary  of  the  office  is  not  sufficient  in  any 
county  to  make  it  worth  the  while  for  a  lawyer  of  any  ability  or  standing  to  accept 
the  position.  But  I  mean  to  say  those  counties  compare  favcnably  with  other  eotmties 
I  have  lived  in  in  other  States.  I  have  not  been  in  any  of  the  counties  of  late  in 
which  it  is  chafed  in  the  papers  that  outrages  are  committed  of  the  character  re- 
garding which  Isuppose  you  are  desirous  of  obtaining  information.  Of  t^m  I  can 
only  judge  as  anybody  ^se  con  from  newspaper  reuorts. 

QmesUon.  We  desire  to  obtain  information  upon  tne  whole  general  subject  of  whether 
the  laws  are  executed,  and  whether  life,  person,  and  property  are  seeure ;  and,  if  not, 
we  want  to  know  the  cause,  be  it  what  it  may. 

Answer.  In  the  counties  which  I  know  well,  I  do  consider  life  and  pitmerty  as  seoure 
as,  for  instance,  in  counties  in  Massachusetts,  where  I  have  lived.  But  you  must 
remember  that  I  speak  only  of  those  in  which  I  live  and  practice,  not  being  a  person 
who  has  business  that  carries  me  all  over  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Y'ou  speak  from  observation  in  regard  to  them  more  than  in  regard  to  other 
counties  f 

Answer.  I  speak,  of  course,  from  practical  observation  in  those  counties ;  I  know 
them  well,  and  almost  everybody  in  them. 

By  the  Chaiuman  : 

QuesUon.  Those  are  the  counties  you  have  named  f 

Aiufwer.  Yes,  sir.  That  you  may  form  an  idea  of  what  kind  of  counties  they  are,  I 
wiU  etntte  that  four  of  them  are  river  counties,  in  whish  the  colored  voters  must  be  cer- 
tainly four  or  five  to  one  white;  and  in  the  other  there  is  a  large  mtgority  of  colored 
voters. 

QmesHon.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  any  combinations  of  any  character,  which  ob- 
struct the  administration  of  justice,  or  prevent  the  execution  of  the  law  in  that  part 
of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  such  knowledge  of  such  portions  of  the  State  where  it  is 
alleged  such  combinations  do  exist  as  will  enable  you  to  testify  with  reference  to  their 
actual  eonditioa  at  the  present  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  personal  knowledge ;  I  only  know  what  I  read  in  the 
papers  on  the  subject,  and  the  accounts  are  very  conflicting. 

Question,  Your  personal  knowledge,  then,  is  confined  to  the  four  or  Ave  counties  you 
have  named  f 

Answer.  Ye%,  sir 
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■Queaiian.  As  to  the  other  portions  of  the  State  yon  have  no  personal  knowledge  f 

jM9wer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  there  any  cases  which  required  yonr  official  investigation  prior  to 
the  time  yon  resigned  yoor  position  as  district  attorney  of  the  United  States,  which 
gave  you  any  knowjedge  of  the  existence  of  influences  in  any  part  of  the  State  affect- 
ing the  security  of  life  and  property  f 

Anmoer.  There  were  cases  in  which  colored  men — ^tliis,  mind  yon,  was  three  years 
a^o — ^in  which  colored  men  had  been  treated  very  badly.  One  case  I  remember  very 
distinctly  in  which  the  indictment  was  drawn  under  the  eivil  rights  bill.  It  never 
came  .to  trial  while  I  was  district  attorney ;  my  successor  had  it  in  charge  at  the  time 
of  trial. 

Question,  Why  did  yoa  not  brinff  it  to  trial  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  get  it  to  tri^ 

Question.  For  what  reason  f 

Answer.  The  two  principal  witnesses  whom  I  summoned  were  the  sheriff  and  the 
justice  of  the  peace  of  the  county  in  which  the  outrage  was  committed,  and  the  sub- 
poena was  returned,  ''Not  found  in  my  county''  by  the  d^uty  marshal.  That  was  cer- 
tainly two  years  ago.  I  do  not  thiuK  there  would  be  any  difficulty  now  in  getting 
service,  or  in  carr^g  through  such  a  case  till  the  offender  was  punished.  T  consider 
the  change  in  feehng  down  there  almost  marvelons  during  the  last  two  or  three  years. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  in  that  county  f 
Answer.  I  mean  in  the  whole  State. 

Question.  I  thought  you  were  speaking  in  reference  to  this  particular  casef 
Answer.  I  speak  in  reference  to  all  such  cases  of  maltreatment  of  negroes  as  hap- 
pened at  that  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  what  county  did  that  occur  f 

Answer.  In  Copiah  County,  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  offense  f 

Answer.  Whipping  a  negro  nearly  to  death ;  staking  him  out  and  whipping  him. 

Question.  Did  ne  know  the  menf 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ton  think,  then,  that  there  is  an  improvement  in  the  tone  of  public  senti- 
ment in  favor  of  supporting  and  enforcing  the  rights  of  negroes  f 
.  Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  and  I  will  go  further  than  that ;  I  do  not  believe  there  has  been  a 
case  of  that  kind  in  the  State  within  the  last  year,  or  year  and  a  half.  In  fact,  I 
believe  it  would  be  impossible  for  a  man  to  do  such  a  thing  now.  The  negroes  under- 
stand their  rights  too  well,  and  would  combine  to  resist  such  a  thing  now ;  and  what 
is  more,  they  would  be  supported  in  it  by  a  majority  of  the  white  population. 

Question.  Is  there  any  other  fact  which  yon  derived  a  knowledge  of  as  an  officer,  or 
which  has  come  under  your  observation  as  a  citizen,  which  would  throw  light  on  the 
general  subject  of  our  inquiry,  as  I  have  stated  it  to  you  T  If  there  is,  state  it  ihUy  to 
uie  committee. 

Answer.  As  to  the  execution  of  the  criminal  law  particularly,  I  think  that  at  the 
present  moment,  so  far  as  my  observation  goes,  it  is  being  executed  more  faithfully  than 
it  was  before  the  war.  I  think  there  is  an  improved  spirit,  and  oven  an  improvement 
upon  the  system  that  existed  before  the  war ;  a  desire  to  see  offenders  punished,  and 
a  determined'effort  on  the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  State  government  to  have  all  oAbd- 
ders  prosecuted  to  punishment.  Although,  as  in  other  States,  it  is  not  a  very  difficult 
matter  for  azi^  criminal  having  plenty  of  means  to  employ  the  ablest  counsel  and  de- 
feat by  technicalities  the  young  men  who  generally  fill  the  office  of  district  attorney. 

Question*  Those  are  cases  where — if  we  may  admit  the  expression — the  intention  of  ^tibe 
law  is  defeated  by  means  of  the  law  itself  f 

Answer.  It  is  tiie  misfortune  of  our  whole  country ;  we  never  pay  adequately  for 
executing  the  law,  but  we  spend  a  great  deal  of  money  in  making  laws. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  the  white  men  of  those  counties,  in  regard  to  which 
you  have  spoken  as  having  personal  knowledge;  what  are  the  poUtica  of  the  vrhite 
population  of  those  counties  f 

Ansioer.  A  large  portion  of  them  are  democrats ;  but  during  the  last  canvass  tliere 
was  no  regular  democratic  ticket  in  Mississippi. 

Question.  What  is  their  politics  generally  T 

Answer.  There  were  two  parties,  both  calling  themselves  republicans  p^tfie  one 
national  republicans,  and  the  other  radical  republicans.  The  platforms  of  Sa  two 
organizations  were  almost  exactly  the  same.  ^T 

« 

\ 
\ 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

(^uettUm,  Jadge  Dent  wafi  sapported  by  the  democrats,  I  suppose,  though  mnning  aa 
%]»pob]icaaf 

Jjuwer.  Yee,  sir ;  I  wrote  the  first  circular  to  organize  the  republican  party  in  Mis- 
liifiippi;  and  I  wrote  the  platform  for  the  Dent  national  republican  party  at  the  last 
election,  so  that  you  can  see  that  things  were  very  much  confused  there  politically. 

QnettifitL  Are  you  now  a  republican  7 

Answer.  I  bayo  always  been;  I  never  voted  any  other  ticket. 

Qimtion,  What  was  the  general  character  of  the  lawlessness  you  described  as  pre* 
vaUiog  several  years  ago  in  the  counties  to  which  you  have  referred,  and  generally  in 
Miasiflsippif 

Answer,  The  committing  of  personal  outrages  on  negroes  and  on  Northern  men  ;  but 
that  was  principally  just  after  the  war. 

QtusiUm.  Did  it  take  the  form  of  mob  violence,  of  regulators,  or  what  f 

Answer,  I  can  best  illustrate  that  by  giving  what  occurred  in  our  own  county.  There 
vas  a  band  there,  soon  after  the  war,  with  a  man  at  the  head  of  it  of  the  name  of 
Tucker.  The  band  went  around  murdering  negroes  and  Yankees,  as  they  say.  He  and 
bis  whole  band  were  driven  out  of  the  State  by  the  execution  of  one  warrant  issued  by 
me  36  United  States  commissioner ;  it  only  required  the  slightest  exercise  of  power,  in 
a  determined  spirit,  to  break  the  whole  thing  up.  As  soon  as  I  insisted  upon  having 
the  warrant  executed,  this  mau  disappeared  with  his  band,  excepting  those  captured 
and  tried ;  one  is  now  at  the  Dry  Tortugas.  All  that  was  four  years  ago— yes,  five 
years  ago;  there  is  nothing  resembling  it  now  in  any  of  those  counties. 

Quesikm.  In  those  river  counties  you  speak  off 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  never  think  of  going  armed  in  traveling  through  any  of 
those  counties. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  27, 1871. 
J.  R.  SMITH  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaikman  : 

Quetikm,  Whore  do  you  reside  f 

Aasiser.  At  Meridian.  Lauderdale  County,  Aiississippi. 

QMuUon,  How  long  nave  you  lived  there  f 

Anstt^.  I  have  lived  in  the  county  all  my  life ;  I  am  a  native  of  the  State  of  Missis- 
sippi. 

QitesiUm,  In  what  business  have  you  been  engaged  for  the  last  few  years  f 

Answer,  For  the  last  five  years  I  have  occupied  the  position  of  postmaster  of  the 
city;  also  clerk  of  the  chancery  court  for  the  last  year. 

QtMstion.  Were  you  in  Meridian  at  the  time  of  the  riot  which  occurred  there  on  the 
6th  day  of  March  last  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Gk>  on  now  and  give  us  any  knowledge  you  have  which  will  tend  to  en- 
listen  the  committee  as  to  the  condition  of  things  in  Meridian,  especially  as  illus- 
trated by  that  riot,  affecting  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  security  of  person  and 
property  there. 

Answer,  There  was  a  pretty  bitter  state  of  feeling  existing  between  the  parties,  the 
two  iBceSy  about  that  time,  and  for  some  little  while  prior  to  the  culmination  in  the 
riok 

Omestiam,  Orowing  out  of  what  causes  f 

Answer,  There  were  some  bad  men  of  both  parties  in  the  ocmimuiiity,  and  it  was  im- 
ponlble  to  reconcile  the  feeling  between  them.  There  were  some  leading  men  there 
m  the  democratic  party 

QliesiiOM.  Was  this  a  bitterness  of  political  feeling,  or  was  there  any  special  occasion 
giting  rise  to  peculiar  bitt^ness  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  Well,  just  at  that  time  there  was  a  charge  against  a  man  named  Price,  a  re- 
pablican,  of  being  concerned  in  maltreating  a  cok>red  man  from  an  acljoihing  county 
in  the  State  of  A&bama. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuestUm,  What  was  the  name  of  that  colored  man  f 

Answer,  Adam  Kennard ;  he  was  fW>m  Livingston,  in  an  adjoining  county  in  Alalmma. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

QnMimi,  Go  on  and  ^e  a  ftill  account  of  that  matter. 

Answer.  Ab  near  as  1  know,  he  came  into  our  town  and  represented  himself  as  a 
deputy  sherifil 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Quciition>  Who  did  t 

Anmcer.  This  colored  man,  Adam  Kennard.  He  made  attempts  to  arrest  some  oolorsd 
men,  to  carry  them  back  to  Alabama.  Smce  the  ek«tioii  in  AlalMtma  last  faHl  large 
uunibers  of  colored  men  have  left  that  comity^  and  oome  iiiAo  our  eoanty ;  the  report 
was  that  they  had  left  their  employers — ^had  not  complied  wit^  tbetr  contracts  f&uv — 
and  I  believe  some  were  charged  with  having  eonuattted  theft.  Hence  tMs  colored 
man,  Adam  Kehnard,  was  sent  In  the  capacity  of  a  deputy  riMoriff,  as  he  said,  to  arrest 
some  of  these  men  and  carry  them  back. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qnesfion,  Yon  say  he  was  sent  in  the  capacity  of  a  deputy  sheriff  f 

Answer.  He  himself  so  represented. 

QmaUon.  Was  he  really  a  deputy  sheriff  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  doubts ;  he  had  no  proeees  er  reqoisiticAi  firatn  the  aorthorities  of 
the  adjoining  State. 

Question.  Have  yon  any  system  of  Sdate  eomi^  down  there  -which  recognises  the 
iright  of  a  sherifi'  of  Alabama  to  diseharge  his  official  duties  in  the  State  of  Missiasippi  t 
.  Aimmr.  I  do  not  so  nndeffstand  it,  unless  he  comes  with  a  reqnisition  from  the  gov- 
ernor of  the  State. 

Question.  Did  this  man  produce  any  official  authority  for  his  action  f 

Answei\  I  do  not  think  he  did;  merely  his  verbal  report. 

Question.  For  what  alleged  oifenses  did  he  assume  to  arrest  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  For  violation  of  conti*act — failure  to  fulftll  their  contracts.  • 

Question,  In  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  in  one*  case,  I  belieVe,  the  offense  charged  was  stealing  an 
amount  of  money  firom  his  employer  at  the  time  the  man  left. 

Question.  This,  you  say,  was  the  assumed  ct^Micity  in  which  he  came,  and  the  reason 
for  which  he  came  T  • 

Answer.  That  is  what  be  said. 

Question.  Go  on  and  show,  according  to  your  account  of  it,  what  connection  that  had 
with  the  lawlessness  which  follawed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Questioi^.  Before  you  do  that,  state  whether  this  man  Kennard  genen^y  came  alone. 

Answer.  My  understanding  ia  that  he  came  aiicme ;  he  wae  1»ef6  for  several  days 
operating  among  the  colored  people*  In  the  meantime  he  was  assaulted  one  night, 
and  pretty  badly  beaten. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  By  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that.  He  was  beaten  in  the  cabin  where  he  was  rest- 
ing during  the  night.  He  made  his  escape,  and  the  next  day  made  a  report  of  it  to  the 
justice,  and  also  made  an  affidavit,  charging  this  man  Price,  who  was  a  teacher  of  a 
colored  school,  a  republican,  and  a  white  man,  with  being  implicated  in  the  assault  en 
him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  he  include  any  others  with  Price  f 

Anstfjer.  He  said  there  were  a  number  of  colored  men,  but  he  did  not  make  affidavit 
against  any  other.  Mr.  Price  was  arrested  the  next  day,  and  put  under  bonds  for 
appearance  before  a  magistrate  for  investigation.  For  some  cause  or  other  th^t  inves- 
tigation was  postponed  for  several  days— about  a  week,  I  think.  On  the  day  set  for 
the  investigation,  this  colored  man,  Kenmuxl,  returned  from  Alabama^  and  with  him 
came  a  bajid  of  armed  men  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  They  eame,  as  they  said, 
for  the  purpose  of  seeing  that  this  colored  man,  Kennard,  had  a  fair  ahowiug  in  the 
courts,  and  was  allowed  to  testify,  and  to  introduce  the  evidence  that  he  oladmed  to  be 
able  to  introduce;  that  was  the  statement  they  niade.  Well,  these  was  a  goed  lfti)ge 
uun^>er  of  these  men. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  How  many?  ,      ,    ^       ,  ^«.       » 

Answer.  They  were  variously  estimated  at  from  thirty  to  one  hundred  and  fifty ;  I 
suppose  myself  there  were  forty  or  tifty  of  them. 
;  i^tim.  Did  they  appear  at  the  place  of  hearing  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  they  did. 

Question.  Was  there  a  hearing  before  the  magistrate  f 

Answer.  The  trial  was  again  continued  in  consequence  of  the  a^pearanee  of  this 
armed  band ;  the  case  was  caUeil  and  continued  for  a  week.  The  couit  and  the  eiti- 
zens  and  attomeyH  feared  that  there  woiild  be  a  collision  or  disturbance  in  the  covrt  if 
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{be  case  was  heard  then.  After  the  continnanee  these  men  withdrew,  and  returned  to 
Alabama  withoat  having  committed  any  depredation  or  disturbance  of  any  kind 
whatever. 

Quention.  Wbat  was  there  to  show  that  these  men  came  for  any  purpose  connected 
with  the  hearing  in  the  case  of  that  colored  man ;  what  was  there  to  show  that  f 

Anmoer.  They  came  with  him  on  the  same  train,  and  stated  publicly  there  on  tho 
streets  that  they  came  in  order  to  protect  him,  or  to  see  that  he  was  enabled  to  testify, 
and  to  show  tbat  this  man  Price  was  guilty  of  flogging  him  on  the  occasion. 

Quatian.  Did  yon  hear  anv  of  them  say  so? 

Antwer.  I  did  not  myself;  I  had  no  communication  with  any  of  them  myself.  A 
number  of  them  came  into  my  office— ten  or  fifteen  of  them — but  they  did  not  speak  to 
me  nor  I  to  them. 

Question,  How  were  they  armed  f 

Anawer.  With  double;barreled  guns  generally,  a  considerable  number  of  them ;  they 
were  not  all  armed  with  double*barreled  guns,  though  a  good  large  number  of  them 
were. 

Quation,  Was  there  any  other  proceeding  or  oeonrrenee  going  on  in  Meridian  to 
account  for  the  appearance  of  armed  men  there  on  that  dav  T 

Anawer,  There  was  not.  I  would  state  that  as  soon  as  they  got  off  tho  train  at  the 
depot,  they  arrested  three  or  four  colored  men,  tied  them,  and  sent  them  back  on  the 
next  train  to  Alabama.  My  understanding  is  that  they  reported  tliat  they  had  disoov- 
ered  these  men  there  by  accident;  and  as  the^  were  men  who  had  forfeited  their  con- 
tracts, and  one  of  them  was  guilty  of  steahng,  they  assumed  the  responsibility  of 
sending  them  back  to  their  own  State. 

Quetium,  Was  there  any  disturbance  on  that  day,  any  violation  or  breach  of  the 
peace f 

Answer,  There  was  not. 

QMmtiim,  What  next  occurred  in  connection  with  this  subject  t 

AMfwer.  This  trial  of  Mr.  Price  was  continued  for  one  week.  On  the  day  set  for  the 
trial,  I  think,  there  were  two  or  three  of  these  men  came  over,  but  the  man  Kennard 
did  not  come ;  they  reported  that  be  was  sick  and  unable  to  be  there. 

Question,  That  was  tlie  negro  who  claimed  to  be  a  deputy  sheriif  f 

Aneicer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  still  no  disturbance,  although  there  was  considerable 
feeling  existing  in  the  community,  and  considerable  apprehension  ;  I  had  great  appre- 
hcoMion  myselE  The  trial  was  a^&in  continued  for  one  week.  I  felt  satisfied  that  there 
woo^  be  trouble,  and  induced  Price  to  withdraw  from  the  oommunity,  in  order  to 
avoid  a  collision. 

Question,  Ton  induced  him  to  withdraw! 

Answer,  I  did  it  as  a  friend,  a  political  and  personal  friend,  and  as  a  friend  of  peace, 
in  order  to  preserve  quiet  in  the  community ;  I  suggested  to  him  that  it  was  best  for 
him  to  withdraw. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question,  Was  he  under  bond  for  his  appearance  t 
Answer.  He  was  under  a  smaU  bond. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Did  he  leave  f 

Answer,  He  did.    The  day  for  the  trial  came ;  he  was  called,  and  did  not  answer. 

Qmurtion,  Was  the  prosecutor  there— the  negro— Kennard  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  certain  that  he  was ;  I  did  not  see  him ;  his  attorney  was  there. 

Quesiion.  Was  that  the  end  of  the  proceeding  against  Price  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  There  was  nothing  ilirther  done  t 

Answer,  Nothing  ftirther  done  in  the  matter. 

QueeUon,  The  recognizance  was  forfeited  f 

Answer,  It  was. 

Question,  What  connection  has  this  with  the  lawlessness  which  followed  f 

Answer,  The  colored  people  were  not  pleased  with  Mr.  Price  for  leaving  there.  The 
leadins  ones,  some  of  them,  came  to  me  and  suggested  that  they  haa  been  badly 
treated— had  been  imposed  upon ;  they  said  they  would  prefer  that  Mr.  Price  should 
have  remained  there  and  taken  the  chances. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuesUon,  Did  they  not  hold  a  meeting  on  the  Saturday  before  the  riott 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  have  not  got  to  that  yet. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  What  length  of  time  intervened  firom  the  last  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of 
Price  to  the  riot  on  the  6th  of  March  t 

6  M 
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Atmoer,  It  was  about  ten  or  twelve  days.  The  mavor  of  our  city,  Mr.  Sturgia,  waa 
also  displeased  with  Mr.  Price  for  leaving.  He  bad  applied  to  the  governor  for  a  sqnad  of 
Federal  troops.  The  troops  were  sent  there,  and  he  had  commenced  procc^edings  against 
prominent  democratic  citizens  of  the  town,  accusing  them  of  having  invited  these  Ala- 
bamians  into  our  State. 

Question.  The  mayor  did  f 

Answer,  Yes,  fir. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer,  William  Stnrgis.  That  got  up  a  very  bitter  feeling  toward  him  in  the  oom- 
munity.  I  saw  that  the  feeling  was  very  bitter ;  I  knew  the  people  vary  perfectly ;  I 
have  always  lived  there.  I  went  to  Mr.  Stnrgis,  and  asked  him,  still  in  the  interest  of 
peace,  to  resi^  his  position ;  he  declined  to  do  it.  We  then  asked  the  governor  to 
remove  him  from  the  position,  not  because  he  was  not  a  good  offioer,  but  in  the  interest 
of  peace.  The  prudent  republicans  there  and  some  of  the  leading  democrats  were  aoz- 
ions  to  preserve  peace  at  all  sacrifioes.  He  became  very  indignant  at  our  asking  the 
.  governor  to  remove  him,  and  sent  one  or  two  of  the  leading  c<uored  men  to  Jackson  to 
see  the  governor  in  his  interest,  and  to  counteract  the  movement  for  his  removaL 
These  colored  men  returned  to  our  town  on  Friday,  together  with  the  colored  member 
of  the  legislature,  Aaron  Moore.  I  was  not  pleased  with  the  appearance  of  tilings. 
They  called  a  meeting  the  next  day,  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March,  in  the  court-house. 

By  Mr.  Ooburn  : 

Question,  Who  called  the  meeting  f 

Answer,  The  colored  people  exclusively.  They  came  to  my  office,  which  is  in  a  room 
acHoinin^  the  court-room,  and  told  me  the  object  of  the  meeting.  They  said  it  was 
only  to  cive  expression  to  their  feeling  in  favor  of  the  mayor  being  retained  at  that 
time,  r  saw  no  objection  to  that  meeting.  They  proceeded  with  i^  and  the  meeting 
was  continued  for  some  two  or  three  hours;  speeches  were  made  there  by  as  many  as 
three  of  the  leading  colored  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Name  the  three  leading  colored  men,  if  you  can. 

Answer,  Warren  Tyler,  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  and  J.  Aaron  Moore,  a  mem- 
ber of  the  legislature  from  our  county.  They  got  a  pretty  good  audience  together.  I 
was  in  my  room  adjoining ;  I  did  not  go  into  tne  room  where  the  speaking  was  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Were  you  within  hearing  of  the  speaking  there  f 

Answer,  I  could  not  understand  what  was  said  from  where  I  was :  I  could  hear  the 
taltdng  and  the  speaking,  but  not  distlDguish  the  words.  The  auuience  became  con- 
siderably  aroused  and  excited,  and  appeared  to  take  ^reat  interest  iu  the  meeting.  Two 
or  three  white  gentlemen  who  were  iu  my  office  intormed  me  that  the  speeches  were 
such  as  were  calculated  to  inflame  the  feelings  of  the  white  people,  or  the  democratic 
people. 

Questioti,  And  also  to  inflame  the  negroes ;  was  that  their  idea  too  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  was  arousmg  the  negroes  to  a  feeling  against  the  white 
people,  or  in  favor  of  taking  matters  in  their  own  hands.  That  is  the  way  they  stated 
it  from  their  standpoint. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Were  thev  democrats  who  gave  yon  this  infonnation  t 
Ansxcer,'  Some  of  them  were,  some  were  not ;  one  was  a  deputy  clerk  of  mine.  A 
number  of  democrats  dropped  into  the  audience  as  the  meeting  progressed.  I  stepped 
to  the  door  at  one  time,  and  heard  a  few  sentences  of  one  of  the  speakers.  I  was  satis- 
fied myself  that  it  would  cause  some  trouble;  that  the  remarks  of  the  speakers  were 
calculated  to  inflame  the  minds  of  the  democratic  hearers ;  that,  while  there  was  nothing 
really  objectionable  in  the  remarks,  nothing  but  whftt  miight  have  very  properly  been 
said,  yet,  knowing  the  feelings  of  the  people  there,  from  their  standpoint  i  was  satis- 
tied  it  would  get  up  considerable  feeling. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  tenor  of  the  remarks  you  heard  f 

Answer,  It  was  to  arm  themselves  and  prepare  to  resist  the  visits  of  those  Alabama 
men,  who  had  come  over  there  out  of  their  State,  and  taken  away  iirom  our  State  three 
or  four  colored  men.  That  was  the  main  point  of  the  sentences  that  I  heard.  While 
they  might  have  had  that  right,  still  I  knew  it  was  calculated  to  ofiend  the  whites,  and 
to  inflame  them  and  raise  a  very  bitter  feeling. 

Question,  Was  there  any  disturbance  or  breach  of  the  peace  at  that  meeting  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  went  to  the  sheriff  and  suggested  that  the  meeting  ought  to  be 
discontinued  ;  that  he  should  suggest  its  discontinuance.  He  did  not  do  it,  however. 
The  meeting  continued  until  about  sundown  that  evening.    Aboui;  one  hour  later  the 
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alarm  of  fire  was  given  in  an  important  part  of  the  town,  in  the  hwness  part  of  the 
city.  The  fire  originated  between  the  storehouse  of  the  mayor  and  an  adjoming  store- 
house, in  a  wooden  building.  The  excitement  was  pretty  high  during  the  burning, 
until  as  late  as  twelve  o'clock  at  night. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

(lueaUoH.  How  much  of  the  city  was  burned  f      , 
Anstter.  One  block  of  houses,  about  six  or  eight  stores. 

By  Mr.  Vajj  Tkump: 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  by  a  block  a  square,  from  one  street  to  another  f 
AnBwer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chaikham  : 

Question.  What  was  the  origin  of  that  fire  f 

Aneieer.  There  are  democrats  there  who  have  been  disposed  to  aoouse  the  mayor  of 
setting  it  on  fire,  or  having  it  done,  himsel£ 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  it  cool  or  warm  weather  f    . 

Antwer.  It  was  moderately  warm  at  the  time ;  we  had  no  fires  in  our  chimneys  or 
grates. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  attributing  the  origin  of  the  fire  to  either  side  of 
this  controversy  f  Let  us  get  at  the  whole  feeling,  as  near  as  we  can,  preceding  the 
riot. 

Answer.  The  democrats  were  disposed  to  take  the  ground  that  a  few  leading  colored 
men  there  were  determined  to  bring  about  a  collision,  while  a>few  leading  colored  men 
took  the  same  position  in  regard  to  the  democrats.  The  feeling  on  each  side  was  about 
the  same  in  re^rd  to  a  few  leading  men  on  each  side.  Hence  the  democrats  were 
Inclined  to  bebeve,  or  pretended  to  believe,  that  the  mayor  was  implicate  in  the 
burning  J  that  h^set  fire  to  his  own  buildine  in  order  to  sacrifice  the  town :  tbat  he 
was  wiUmg  to  sacrifice  his  own  interest  in  order  to  sacrifice  the  Interest  of  otn^rs. 

Question.  Was  it  his  building  tbat  was  burned  f 

Answer,  It  was  in  the  name  of  his  brother,  but  it  was  supposed  that  he  had  an  inter- 
est in  it. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  legal  proceedings  growing  out  pf  the  fires,  in  the  way 
of  i>Toeecutions,  or  in  the  way  of  action  upon  the  policy  of  insurance,  which  led  to 
any  develomnent  as  to  the  cause  of  the  fire  f 

Answer,  There  have  been  some  investi^tions,  but  no  developments.  There  was  an 
investigation  before  the  grand  jury,  which  sat  a  short  time  after;  also  an  investigation 
by  a  meeting  of  the  citizens,  but  nothing  ever  grew  out  of  it. 

Question,  There  was  no  positive  evidence  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  firef 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  BCr.  Bbck: 

Question.  While  that  fire  was  going  on,  did  many  of  the  leading  negroes  refuse  to 
work  to  help  put  it  outf 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  think  they  did.  There  have  been  several  fires  there,  and 
prior  to  that  time  the  negroes  were  verj^  efiScient,  and  aU  worked,  and  received  credit 
for  subduing  the  fires.  On  this  occasion  I  regretted  to  notice  that  large  numbers  of 
negroes  did  not  take  hold  as  usual.  Having  influence  with  them,  I  urged  upon  them 
to  ao  what  they  could  to  put  out  the  fire ;  some  of  them  did,  and  some  did  not. 

Question.  Did  not  this  man  Clopton,  the  orator  of  the  day,  say  that  that  was  a 
white  man's  fire,  and  they  had  notning  to  do  with  it? 

Answer,  1  heard  that  stated. 

Question,  Is  it  not  charged  f 

Answer.  It  is  the  common  remark  that  he  made  such  a  remark. 

(Question,  Were  there  any  shots  fired  during  the  time  the  fire  was  raging  f 

Answer.  A  number  of  shots  were  fired  in  different  piurts  of  the  town  during  the  fire. 

Question.  Were  there  not  a  number  of  white  men  wounded  during  the  fire  f 

Anstper.  I  do  not  think  there  were;  it  was  so  stated,  but  I  am  inclined  to  think  that 
they  were  not  wounded,  though  they  said  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  it  exclusively  owing  to  the  efforts  of  the  white  men  that  the  fire  was 
suppressed  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  a  largo  number  of  colored  men  worked  very  hard,  though  some  did 
not  seem  to  take  nold  with  the  interest  they  had  shown  at  fires  before  that  time. 

Question,  Were  there  any  white  men  who  stood  back  f 

Answer,  Large  numbers  of  them;  not  one-fifth  part  of  the  white  men  took  hold. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Prior  to  that  time  the  negroes  were  the  fire  department  f 
Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  rather  we  had  no  fire  department,  but  the  negroes  did  most  of 
the  work. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question,  Which  race  did  the  most  to  pat  out  this  fire  of  Satorday  night  t 
Atiswer,  I  think  it  was  about  equal. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  not  those  negroes  who  did  not  assist  denounce  those  who  did  f 
Anstper,  Not  in  my  hearing ;  I  have  heard  such  charges  made,  but  I  heard  nothing  of 
the  kiud  while  I  was  on  the  ground,  and  I  was  there  until  the  fire  was  about  out. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Was  it  not  conunonly  reported  that  night  that,  while  a  number  of  the  ne» 
groes  worked  as  they  had  always  done  heretofore,  the  leaders,  such  as  Clopton  and 
others,  made  use  of  expressions  like  this :  ^^  This  is  a  white  man's  fire,  and  we  don't 
want  you  to  work  here  f" 

Answer,  That  has  been  charged  against  Clopton,  and  I  am  inclined  to  think  he  did 
make  some  indiscreet  remarks. 

Question.  Was  it  not  further  charged  that  some  shots  were  fired  by  some  of  the  worst 
of  the  negro  population  there,  in  order  to  disconcert  those  who  were  trying  to  put  out 
the  fire  f 

Ansiver:  It  is  believed  so  by  a  great  many ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so. 

Question,  Was  it  so  charged  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  They  were  very  ready  to  charge  it  on  the  negroes. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  ver^  general  apprehension  among[  the  people  there  that 
there  was  a  design  on  the  part  ot,  not  the  whole  negro  population,  but  the  worst  men 
among  them,  their  leaders,  to  burn  the  town  f 

Answer,  A  great  many  men  thought  there  were  certain  negroes  whom  they  consid- 
ered bad  negi'oes  who  were  disposed  to  bring  about  a  collision,  or*bum  the  town,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Question,  Did  not  those  bad  negroes  have  a  great  deal  of  influence  over  the  mass  of 
the  negroes  1 

Answer,  There  was  some  influence. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  Ix>yal  League  meeting  at  that  time,  and  did  not  the  beU  tap 
about  the  time  the  fire  broke  out  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  it  so  stated ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  This  fire  occurred  on  Saturday  night  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  the  4th  of  March. 

Question,  Was  there  any  outbreak  among  the  citizens  f 

Answer.  This  man.  William  Dennis,  was  arrested  during  the  night ;  in  fact  there  was 
an  efibrt  made  to  kill  him ;  he  was  stxuck  on  the  head  with  a  gun,  and  supposed  to  be 
dead,  ^nd  removed  from  the  ground  as  dead. 

Question,  He  was  one  of  the  men  who  had  spoken  at  the  meeting  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  heard  that  it  was  done  because  of  some  incendiary  sugges- 
tions that  he  was  making  to  other  colored  men,  but  I  do  not  know  the  facts  about  that. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  During  the  fire  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He,  however,  was  not  badly  hurt :  but  he  was  arrested  and  held 
for  trial ;  ho  was  held  during  that  night  and  dunng  Sunday,  the  trial  to  be  had  on 
Monday. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  that  the  onl^  case  of  violence  that  occurred  that  night  f 

Answer,  The  only  one,  I  think :  there  were  two  or  three  white  men  tnere  Tdio  reported 
that  they  had  been  shot  at,  but  I  never  was  myself  inclined  to  believe  it. 

Question,  Were  you  present  when  Dennis  was  arrested  f 

Answer.  1  was  not ;  I  was  at  my  home.  A  friend  of  mine  came  to  iqe  and  informed 
me  first  that  Dennis  was  dead,  and  that  there  was  likely  to  be  considerable  trouble. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  what  Dennis  had  said  f 

Answer,  Only  current  report. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  him  sav  anything  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  see  him  during  the  ninit. 

Question,  Did  this  bitter  feeling,  of  which  yon  have  spoken  as  existing  in  the  begin-^ 
nine,  continue  and  increase  dunng  these  proceedings,  men  becoming  exasperated  oa 
both  sides  t 
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Jnswer.  During  the  fire  f 

Question.  Daring  the  progress  of  all  these  things — the  meeting,  the  fire,  &c. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  fcenugy  as  I  ohserved,  became  more  intense. 

Qtiesiion,  On  both  sides  f 

Answer,  On  both  sides ;  I  think,  thongh,  with  the  colored  people  it  was  confined  to  a 
few,  bat  with  the  whites  it  became  more  generftl.  The  whites  ciUled  a  citizens'  meet- 
ing on  Monday  morning,  and  they  had  a  very  large  meeting,  at  which  there  was  con- 
siderable discussion ;  some  resolations  were  adopted. 

Questio'iu  LfCt  me  understand,  because  this  is  a  subject  I  desire  to  understand,  if  I 
can.  Was  this  bitterness  of  feeling  of  which  you  speak  one  arising  simply  out  of  the 
alleged  arrest  qf  negroes  by  these  people  from  Alabama,  and  the  consequent  impres- 
sion ou  the  part  of  the  negroes  that  the  white  men  there  wished  to  oppress  them  in 
that  way ;  or  had  it  any  connection  whatever  with  party  politics  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  colored  people  were  very  much  dissatisfied  because  no  effort  had 
been  made  by  the  officers  to  arrest  the  men  when  they  came  from  Alabama,  and  carried 
off  four  or  five  colored  men  in  broad  open  daylight,  without  any  resistance  being  of- 
fered to  them.  The  colored  people  thought  it  became  their  duty  to  take  some  steps  for 
their  own  protection. 

Qwxtion,  Then  there  was  no  political  question  in  this  contest  at  all,  further  than  as 
pcditical  feeling  might  be  attributed  to  one  man  or  another  who  was  implicated  in  it  t 

Answer,  Tes,  that  was  about  the  only  feeling. 

Qnestion,  There  was  no  i>olitical  question  at  the  bottom  of  this  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  political  question  under  discussion — nothing  of  that  kind. 

Qu/SBtion,  No  farther  than,  as  you  have  stated,  as  the  men  engaged  in  it  might  belong 
'  to  one  party  or  the  other,  the  negroes  on  one  side  of  the  question  and  the  white  men 
on  the  other  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Go  on  and  give  us,  as  £ftr  as  yon  know,  a  statement  of  what  occurred  at  the 
trial  on  Monday ;  or  continue  yonr  narrative  by  stating  what  occurred  between  Satur- 
day night  and  Monday,  if  there  was  anything. 

Answer,  On  Sunday  there  was  considerable  excitement  among  the  whites ;  they  held 
little  street-comer  meetings,  and  decided  upon  holding  a  general  meeting  on  Monday 
morning,  which  they  did. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qussiion,  These  Sunday  meetings  were  not  called  meetings,  but  merely  accidental 
meetings  f 

Answer,  They  were  meetings  gotten  up  for  the  occasion.  Well,  the  people  then  were 
disposed  to  think  that  the  negroes  had  set  fire  to  the  town,  and  that  they  were  anxious 
for  a  d'tfflculty.  The  white  people  proposed  to  hold  tfiis  meeting  for  the  purpose  of 
taking  some  steps  to  control  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Were  these  Sunday  meetings  in  the  form  of  organized  meetings  or  merely 
knots  of  citizens  discussing  f 

Answer,  On  Sunday  the  meetings  were  generally  informal ;  on  the  Monday  th^re  was 
a  regular  organized  meeting,  a  very  full  one.  A  number  of  the  citizens  made  speeches 
which  I  thought  were  very  violent,  and  the  resolutions  were  violent. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  any  of  the  speeches  f 

Answer.  I  heard  some  }>ortions  of  them. 

QaeatUm.  What  was  the  tenor  of  themf 

Ansu^er.  Tbey  seemed  to  charge  upon  the  negroes  a  disposition  to  get  up  a  disturb- 
aoce,  and  they  seemed  disposed  to  want  some  measures  of  vigilance  adopted  b^  which 
the  negroes  could  be  controlled  and  prevented  from  holding  incendiary  meetings ;  to 
stop  them  from  indiscriminate  firing  of  guns ;  from  the  carrying  of  guns,  and  things 
of  that  kind.  They  adopted  resolutions  requesting  the  immediate  resimiation  of  the 
mayor — not  requesting,  however,  but  ^ving  him  so  many  hours  In  which  to  leave  the 
town.  They  appointed  committees  to  mvestigate  t^e  origin  of  the  fire,  tf  he  meeting 
oontinoed  until  12  or  1  o'clock,  I  suppose. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

;  QuesHan.  How  did  they  propose  to  stop  the  carrying  of  arms  by  the  negroes ;  were 
th^y  disposed  to  disarm  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  They  were  inclined  to  charge  most  of  the  things  on  the  mayor ;  they  charged 
bim  with  being  partial,  and  allowing  these  things  among  the  negroes.  They  adopted 
a  resolution  a&ing  for  his  removal,  and  appoiuted  a  committee  to  visit  the  governor 
and  ask  for  the  removal  of  the  mayor ;  and  that  they  might  have  officers  appointed 
who  would  eontrol  the  negroes ;  who  would  disarm  them,  and  break  up  their  organi- 
sations, or^  as  they  called  them,  their  incendiary  organizations. 

Question.  I  suppose  they  meant  the  Leagues  t 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  veiy  hostile  toward  the  League  daring  its  orsanl- 
zatiou  there.  Daring  the  progress  of  the  meeting  there  were  two  or  three  colored 
men  arrested  on  the  charse  of  having  been  implicated  in  the  baming  of  the  buildings 
Saturday  night,  among  them  Warren  Tyler,  and  Aaron  Moore,  the  representative. 
There  were  imidavits  made  against  them  as  having  been  in  some  way  connected  with 
the  fire.    The  three  men  were  put  upon  trial  that  day,  Moore,  Tyler,  and  Dennis. 

By  Mr.  COBURN : 

Q^estUm.  Dennis  went  also  by  the  name  of  Clopton  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  by  both  names ;  his  real  name  was  D^mis,  though 
he  was  more  often  called  Clopton. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  By  "  trial  ^  I  suppose  you  mean  a  preliminary  examination  t 

Anstoer.  A  preliminary  examination,  yes,  sir.  The  trial  had  been  progressing  some 
half  an  hour,  «r  probably  an  hoar. 

Quesium,  Had  that  examination  commenoed  before  the  ac^onrnment  of  the  meeting 
of  which  you  have  spoken  f 

^iMwer.,No,  sir ;  it  commenced  a  short  while  after  the  meeting;  I  suppose  it  com- 
menced about  half-past  two  in  the  afternoon.  They  were  hearing  the  charges  against 
Tyler;  Tyler  was  a  man  of  considerable  shrewdJieBS,  and  was  managing  his  own 
defense. 

By  Mr.  Yan  Trxtmp  : 

Question.  Were  you  present  during  that  investigation  t 

Answer.  I  was  not ;  I  was  in  the  Myoining  room,  but  not  in  the  room  where  the  trial 
was  going  on. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QuesHon.  Had  an v  of  these  Alabama  men  come  over  to  that  trial  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  tnere  were  none  over  there  on  the  day  of  the  trial  that  I  know  of; 
there  had  been  some  there  on  the  night  of  the  burning,  the  Saturday  night  before. 

Question.  Did  you  know  any  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  did  not ;  I  was  told  that  there  wece  some  there ;  I  do  not  know  that  it 
was  so. 

Question.  Were  you  told  who  were  there! 

Answer.  No,  sir 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  €k>  on  and  give  an  account  of  the  trial,  as  you  call  it.. 

Answer.  The  trial  was  progressing,  and  a  witness  was  being  examined,  who  testified 
against  this  man  Tyler.  Amr  he  was  throujo^h,  Tvler  oallea  him  back,  and  asked  to 
introduce  a  couple  of  witnesses  to  impeach  his  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

^ueetion.  Was  his  name  Brantley  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  was  his  first  name  f    There  are  two  Brantley's. 

Answer.  James  Brantley.  Brantley  took  exceptions  at  having  his  evidence  Que^ 
tioned,  and,  aa  I  understand,  raised  a  club,  and  moved  toward  this  man  Tyler.  Then 
it  was  that  the  first  shot  was  fired,  and  the  justice  was  kiUed  by  that  first  shot ;  so  the 
general  impression  is,  or  the  evidence  as  taken  shows  that ;  I  do  not  know  that,  for  I 
was  in  an  w^ijoining  room,  where  I  heard  all  the  shots. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  justice  f 
Answer.  Bi;pnilette. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Who  was  supposed  to  have  fired  that  first  shot  f 

Anstoer.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  mystery  about  that.  The  democrats  generally 
charge  it  to  this  man  Tyler,  the  prisoner ;  that  is  very  questionable,  however. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuestUm.  Yon  say  the  democrats  charge  Warren  Tyler  with  firing  the  first  shot  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  by  name  that  anybody  else  fired  it  f 
Answer.  There  was  not.    The  colored  people  generally,  and  there  were  a  great  many 
of  them  in  there,  took  the  ground  that  Tyler  did  not  fire  the  first  shot ;  that  it  was  an 
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accidental  shot,  in  the  indiscriminate  firing  there,  that  killed  Bramlette.  I  suppose 
there  were  forty  or  fifty  shots  fired  within  five  minntes. 

Question,  Was  Tyler  armed  T 

Anncer.  The  sheriff  says  that  he  disarmed  him  at  the  commencement  of  the  trial ; 
that  he  was  satisfied  that  he  had  done  so.  Bnt  when  the  firing  commenced  Tyler  was 
seen  to  draw  a  pistol ;  some  of  the  witnesses  testify  they  saw  him  shoot ;  others  do  not 
testify  so.  The  witness  who  was  makine  at  Tyler  with  a  stick  was  rather  between 
TVler  and  the  jostice ;  hence  it  is  altogether  probable  that  it  was  an  accidental  shot. 
If  Tyler  did  shoot,  it  was  at  the  witness  who  was  striking  at  him  with  the  stick,  and 
that  shot  may  have  killed  the  jnstice,  though  a  large  number  are  disposed  to  think 
that  the  shot  was  deliberately  aimed  at  the  justice. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  By  Tyler?  / 

Answer.  By  Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbump: 

Question.  Let  me  understand  yon  as  you  go  along.    You  say  there  is  evidence  that 
the  sheriff  disarmed  Tyler  f 
'>^nswer.  He  states  so  in  his  evidence. 
Question.  And  then  there  is  evidence  that  Tyler  afterward  appeared  with  a  pistol  f 
Answer.  The  sheriff  states,  in  his  evidence  before  the  investigating  court,  that  it 
was  his  intention  to  disarm  Tyler,  and  that  he  thought  he  had  doue  so ;  but  when  the 
firing  conraienced,  a  number  of  the  witnesses  show  that  Tyler  drew  a  pistol,  and  some 
state  that  he  had  as  many  as  two  pistols ;  where  he  was  finally  killed  there  was  a  pistol 
picked  up  fh>m  the  floor. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  Had  Tyler  gone  out  twice  during  the  trial  f 

Answer.  There  were  a  number  of  witnesses  who  so  said. 

Question.  Was  it  not  pretty  freely  charged  that  Stui^s,  the  mayor,  had  furnished 
Tyler  with  arms  after  he  had  been  disarmed  by  the  sheriff? 

Answer.  There  are  a  great  many  who  think  so ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  posi- 
tive evidence  of  it,  though  a  great  many  think  so. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Give  us  the  whole  history  of  the  affsdr  as  far  as  you  can. 

Answer.  After  the  firing  commenced  there  was  then  a  general  confusion  in  the 
court-room ;  I  suppose  there  were  forty  shots  fired ;  the  aumence  got  down  the  stairs 
verr  soon  after  tne  firing  commenced.  This  man^  Tyler,  advanced  to  a  little  veran- 
da in  front,  on  the  second  story — ^he  had  received  two  shots  up  to  that  time — 
and  he  jumped  off  the  little  balcony  and  was  carried  to  a  little  shop,  I  suppose  one 
hunired  or  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  there,  where  he  was  hidden  away.  As 
soot  as  it  was  anuonnced  that  there  was  trouble  the  citizens  commenced  arming,  and  it 
was  almost  universal ;  I  suppose  there  were  three  hundred  men  under  arms  within  fif- 
teei  minutes.  They  started  off  in  search  of  this  man,  Tyler,  fouud  him,  and  killed 
him— riddled  his  body  with  bullets.  It  was  found  that  there  were  two  or  three  men 
deal  in  the  court-room,  or  rather  one  was  dead  and  the  other  was  dying ;  and  the 
jnd^e  was  also  instantly  killed.  One  of  the  colored  men,  Dennis,  was  not  dead :  he  was 
afterward  dragged  from  the  balcony  and  thrown  over  onto  the  sidewalk ;  atterward 
caried  back  into  the  court-room,  and  during  the  night  his  throat  was  cut  in  the  room 
wlere  he  was  lyine.  Well,  there  was  great  excitement  on  the  street  the  balance  of  the 
a£Umoon ;  they  t^ked  a  while  of  going  to  the  mayor^s  house 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

guestUm.  *^  They  talked,"  vou  said;  who  talked? 

inswer.  The  armed  mob  of  two  or  three  hundred  men. 

Question.  White  men  f 

insicer.  White  men ;  they  proposed  to  put  themselves  under  the  control  of  the  sheriff, 
btt  they  were  not  controlled  much.  They  divided  themselves  into  posses — companies — 
aid  patrolled  the  town  during  that  evemng  and  night.  During  the  night  there  were 
tfree  other  colored  men  arrested,  carried  to  a  room  in  the  court-house,  and  jput  in 
ciorge  of  a  special  deputy.  One  of  them  had  been  wounded  in  the  afternoon— his  arm 
boken  by  a  shot.  During  the  night  those  three  colored  men  were  taken  out ;  and  they 
lore  found  dead  the  next  morning,  about  two  hundred  yards  from  where  they  had 
hen  confined.  There  was  never  any  evidence  brought  out  as  to  who  took  them  out 
0  tlie  room ;  there  was  a  f^at  mystery  attached  to  it. 

Question.  Were  they  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff? 

Answer.  They  were  left  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  proper,  and  he  left  them  in  charge 
c  a  special  deputy. 
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Question,  What  account  did  the  special  deputy  give  of  it ;  was  he  examined  about 
that? 

Answer.  He  was  examined  before  the  investigating  court,  and  said  that  ho  had  de- 
livered them  back  to  the  sheriff,  or  that  he  went  to  the  sheriff  and  told  him  that  ha 
would  not  act  any  longer,  and  then  went  off. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 
QuegUon,  What  court,  or  what  examination ;  the  one  by  Judge  LeachmanT 
Anawer.  The  examination  by  Judge  Leachman.  Two  of  those  colored  men  were 
wholly  inoffensive ;  there  was  some  trumped-up  charge  against  one  of  them,  but  the 
other  two  were  wholly  inoffensive,  no  charges  against  either  of  them,  no  better  men 
living.  They  also  made  very  close  search  for  Moore,  a  member  of  the  legislature.  He 
was  m  the  court-room  at  the  time  of  the  trial,  but,  by  strategy,  be  escaped.  He  was 
Bitting  near  the  justice,  who  was  killed,  and  appreciating  the  danger,  be  fell  down  on 
the  floor  by  bis  side,  and  appeared  to  be  dead ;  by  that  means  be  escaped  from  the 
building.  These  men  then  hunted  around  his  premises,  and  around  the  country  for 
several  miles.    During  the  night  his  house  was  burnt ;  a  very  good  residence. 

By  the  CHiJRMAN : 

Question,  Were  there  any  white  men  wounded  in  this  contest  in  the  court-roomf 
Answer,  There  were  two  slightly  wounded— speotatoirs,  or  men  not  materially  inter- 
ested. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  How  were  the  spectators  there  divided ;  were  those  of  one  color  all  on  one 
side  of  the  room,  and  the  wmte  men  on  the  other  f 

Anstcer.  The  colored  men,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  city  police,  per- 
haps, were  in  the  rear  end  of  the  building. 

Question.  All  together  separate  from  the  whites  t 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  And  the  whites  were  by  themselves  f 

Answer.  The  whites  were  generally  together,  forward. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Who  were  the  two  white  men  wounded ;  any  persons  connected  with  the 
court,  or  mere  spectators  f 

Answer.  Mere  spectators ;  workmen — mechanics — who  had  just  dropped  into  the  coirt- 
room  from  curiosity. 

Question.  Were  they  wounded  by  this  indiscriminate  firing,  which  followed  the  irst 
shooting? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  the  end  of  this  transaction,  known  as  the  Meridian  riotf 

Answer.  The  burning  of  the  residence  of  Moore,  and  the  burning  of  the  church  occur- 
red during  that  night. 

Question.  Whose  church  was  burned  f 

Answer.  The  colored  people's  church,  a  Baptist  church. 

Question.  Was  it  Mr.  Moore's  church  that  was  burned  f 

Answer.  It  was  not  his  church ;  he  was  a  preacher  of  the  Methodist  church,  rbe 
church  that  was  burned  was  the  colored  Baptist  church,  near  his  residence.  T!iey 
followed  Moore.  I  suppose,  for  fifty  miles  out  on  the  railroad  leading  to  Jackson,  ior 
the  next  day, perhaps  two  days,  following;  I  do  not  know  for  what  purpose. 

Question.  Wno  followed  him,  the  citizens  1 

Answer.  A  large  number  of  armed  meuj  citizens  of  the  town.  They  reported  tiat 
they  were  merely  following  him  to  bring  him  back  for  a  completion  of  the  hearing,  "^e 
other  two  persons  who  had  been  arrested  had  been  killed ;  Moore  hiid  escaped.  Tley 
said  that  they  only  wanted  to  bring  him  back  to  Meridian  in  order  that  the  investiia- 
tion  might  go  forward.  The  general  impression  was  that  they  proposed  to  dispath 
him  if  they  found  him,  and  I  think  that  was  the  case. 

Question.  Of  the  three  men  arrested — ^Tyler,  Dennis,  and  Moore — you  say  that  Tykr 
and  Dennis  were  both  killed  f 

Answer,  Tvler  and  Dennis  were  both  killed ;  Moore  is  living. 

Question.  Has  he  been  again  arrested  and  brought  to  trial  for  the  offenses  charged  o 
himf 

Answer.  He  has  not.  There  was  no  indictment  found  against  him  at  the  fbUowi^ 
court. 

Question.  Has  he  been  back  to  the  city  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  He  has  not ;  he  has  never  returned ;  he  is  still  living  at  J^kson  since  tb 
adjournment  of  the  legislature.  It  is  not  safe  for  him  to  return.  I  wrote  him  mysef 
not  to  return,  for  I  knew  he  would  not  live  twelve  hours  if  he  did  return. 

Question.  Could  he  be  taken  back  there  and  tried  in  the  ordinary  mode  of  proceodLo; 
in  courts  of  Justice  f 
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Jnstcer.  I  suppose  he  could  liave  a  fair  trial ;  but  he  would  be  liable  to  violence  from 
outside. 

Question.  Would  there  bo  any  danger  of  his  being  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the 
officers  of  the  law  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  that  there  would  be  any  danger  of  his  being  taken  out  of  the 
hands  of  the  officers  of  the  law,  though  if  he  were  to  come  back  there  and  was  not 
under  the  protection  of  the  officers  of  the  law,  I  am  satisfied  he  would  not  be  safe. 

Quetaion,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  whose  testimony  was  questioned,  and  who 
resented  the  questioning  of  his  testimony  f 

Aasicer.  His  name  was  James  Brantley. 

Queaiion,  Has  there  been  any  proceeding  against  him  for  the  assault  upon  Tyler  in 
the  court-room  t 

Answer.  There  has  not ;  there  has  been  this  investigation  before  Judge  Leachman. 

Question.  Was  there  any  legal  proceeding  against  him  for  his  conduct  in  the  court- 
room t 

Answer.  There  was  this  investigation  held  before  Judge  Leachman. 

Question.  Was  he  committed  or  discharged  on  that  investigation? 

Answer.  1  think  he  was  discharged.  There  were  two  or  three  gentlemen,  I  think, 
held  under  small  bonds ;  but  my  recollection  is  that  Brantley  was  discharged. 

Question.  1  want  to  ascertain  the  result,  and  the  manner  of  enforcing  the  laws  against 
anybody  inyour  State. 

Ansvcer.  He  may  have  been  held ;  I  really  disremember. 

Question.  What  iuvesti^tiou  are  you  speaking  oft 

Answer.  The  investigation  held  before  Judge  Leachman,  the  district  judge— the  judge 
of  the  circuit  of  that  district. 

Quetiion.  Did  he  sit  there  for  the  purpose  of  makfn^  the  investig»tiou  and  commit- 
ting for  trial  those  against  whom  might  be  found  sufiocient  evidence  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  that  was  the  investigation. 

Question.  Was  there  any  order  made  by  the  court  f' 

Answer.  J  find  in  this  report  of  the  investigation  this  order: 

"  State  of  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County : 

''I,  Robert  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi, and  acting  as  committing  magistrate  m  the  above-stated  cause,  after  hearing 
the  testimony,  do  hereby  order  that  G.  W.  Brautlev,  Hugh  WiLson,  and  Robert  E.  Cole- 
man be  held  to  answer  before  the  grand  jury  at  tne  next  term  of  the  circuit  court,  on 
the  3d  Monday  in  April,  1871,  to  answer  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  a  charge  of 
unlawful  assembly,  or  any  charge  the  grand  jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer  against  them, 
in  a  bond  of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  with  good  and  sufficient  security.  That  J.  F. 
Sanford  and  Isaac  Adams  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  live  hundred  dollars  each,  to 
answer  a  charge  of  assault  with  intent'  to  kill,  or  any  cliarge  the  grand  jmy  may  see 
fit  to  prefer  against  them ;  and  that  A.  G.  Hum  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  one 
hundi-ed  dollars,  to  answer  a  charge  of  assault,  or  any  other  chaf  ge  the  grand  jury  may 
see  fit  to  prefer  against  him. 

"  [SEAL.]  ROB^T  LEACHMAN." 

Question,  Then  there  has  been  a  legal  investigation  of  this  occurrence  in  the  courts 
loomf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  And  the  parties  against  whom  the  judge  believed  there  was  sufficient  evi- 
dence have  been  held  for  trial  f 

Anmoer.  They  were  held  to  appear  before  the  circuit  court  to  answer  to  the  grand 
jury. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  proceeding  there;  has  the  grand  Jury  acted  upon  the 
bill  that  was  sent  before  them  in  the  easel 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  has  been  in  session  since  then,  but  my  understanding  is  that 
they  have  failed  to  find  an  indictment  against  them. 

Qu&tion.  Do  you  know  that  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not ;  we  do  not  have  a  way  of  knowing  these  things. 

Question.  You  are  a  clerk  of  one  of  the  courts  f 
I  Answer.  I  am  the  elerk  of  the  chancerv  court,  not  of  the  circuit  cotirt. 

Question.  Of  a  court  held  in  the  same  building  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  not  sufficient  information  to  be  able  to  state  whether  the  grand 
jury  did  or  did  not  find  a  bill  f 

Ansicer.  I  am  satisfied  they  did  not,  though  I  do  not  know  it  firom  any  positive 
information. 

Question.  It  is  so  generally  understood  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  would  have  been  a  matter  of  public  notoriety  if  they  had  found  a  billT 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tbeu  the  end  of  tbe  law  has  beon  reached,  so  far  as  that  inyestigatioii  into 
this  alleged  riot  is  concerned  f 

Ansufer,  It  seems  so. 

Question.  Are  any  of  the  men  there  held  for  trial,  the  sheriff^  the  deputy  sheriff,  in 
whose  oharse  these  three  colored  men  were  left  w|^o  were  taken  out  that  night  and 
afterward  killed  1 

Answer.  Any  of  these  nnmber  bound  overf 

QuesUon,  Yes. 

Answer.  1  think  not ;  none  of  these  were  of  the  guard  that  had  these  three  men  in 
charge ;  that  is,  I  do  not  think  they  are. 

Question.  Is  this,  then,  the  whole  statement  you  have  to  make  in  reference  to  this 
matter?  If  there  is  anything  else  you  know  that  will  throw  any  light  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  our  investigation— which  will  enableus  to  ascertain  whether  the  laws  are  suffi- 
ciently executed  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  secuie  protection  to  life,  person,  and 
property — tell  us  what  it  is. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  know  anything  else  that  would  bear  upon  this  subject — 
that  would  add  anything  to  your  information. 

Question.  Have  any  other  cases  of  lawlessness  occurred  in  your  county,  of  which 
you  have  knowledge,  for  which  there  is  no  adequate  redress  in  the  legal  tribunxUs  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  some  other  outrages  committed  there,  but  there  never  has 
been  any  clew  found  to  them.  There  was  a  mail-route  agent  running  from  my  office 
to  Selma,  Alabama,  who  was  shot  and  killed  on  his  car,  just  at  the  State  line,  about 
twelve  or  fifteen  miles  from  Meridian }  he  was  killed  fh>m  no  cause  whatever ;  he  woa 
a  remarkably  quiet  man. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  was  in  November  last ;  he  was  an  appointee  of  the  Post  Office  Depart- 
ment here. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Diggs.  And  then  in  the  same  month  a  member  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  of  our  county  was  killed  in  his  house,  about  ten  miles  ihim  Meridian. 

Question.  What  was  his  namef 

Answer,  Joseph  WiUiams.  It  seems  that  he  was  attacked  by  about  twenty  or  thirty 
masked  men ;  he  was  called  *out  of  his  house  and  shot.  He  was  a  little  inJfloential 
and  prominent  in  his  community  among  colored  people. 

Question.  What  was  his  color  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  colored  man ;  not  guilty  of  anything  wrong  that  I  ever  learned. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  this  mail  agent  in  the  discharge  of  his  duty  when  he  was  killed — ^run- 
ning on  his  train  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  he  shot ;  had  the  train  stopped  at  a  station  f 

Answer.  Tbe  train  hud  stopped  at  a  wooding  place  in  the  woods,  and  a  man  with  a 
mask  cauie  up  to  the  car  with  a  double-barreled  gun  and  shot  him  dead. 

Qutsstion.  Did  he  give  any  reason  for  itt 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  tbere  was  not  a  word  said;  he  walked  up,  and  by  the  time  he  was 
seen  he  fired  and  killed  him  dead.  ' 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  other  people  on  the  train  see  this  man  t 

Answer.  I  tliink  they  did. 

Question.  Was  any  pursuit  made  f 

Ansu)er.  None  whatever;  the  train  moved  off  very  rapidly,  and  nothing  was  ever 
done. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  arrested  in  connection  with  the  killing  of  Williams  f 
Answer.  One  young  man  was  arrested  and  brought  down  for  examination,  but  it  was 
established  that  he  knew  nothing  of  it.    It  is  a  very  difficult  matter  to  establish  guilt 
against  the  parties  who  do  these  things  down  there,  so  far  as  my  obser\'ation  goes. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Are  these  the  only  cases  which  you  recollect  having  occurred  there  f 

Answer.  The  only  ones  of  any  importance  and  of  recent  date. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  violence  inflicted  by  men  in  disguise  prior  to  these 
cases  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  two  prominent  colored  men  attacked,  nearly  a  year  ago, 
over  a  ^ear  ago,  perhaps ;  one  of  them  was  a  member  of  tibe  county  board.  They  were 
livinff  in  the  same  house,  and  were  attacked  by  an  armed  band ;  the  member  of  the 
boaca  was  killed;  the  other  man  was  badly  wounded,  and  lost  an  arm. 
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Question.  Were  they  attacked  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  so  anderstand;  that  is  the  report.  There  was  a  kind  of  investigation,  or 
an  effort  made  to  ascertain  who  did  it,  bnt  it  amounted  to  nothing. 

(luesHon.  It  did  not  result  in  the  identification  of  anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ther^  was  no  indictment. 

Question,  Is  there  any  such  public  ieiitiment  there,  any  such  intolerance,  as  prevents 
the  free  egression  of  political  sentiments  by  any  man  of  any  party  f 

Answer,  well,  sir,  there  is  a  prety  heavy  pressure  there  against  men  of  republican 
views.  Heretofore  in  our  canvasses  there,  and  in  our  elections,  we  have  had  the  pres- 
ence of  troops,  which  has  siveu  confidence  to  the  colored  people  and  the  republicans, 
'  in  consequence  of  which  they  have  come  forward.  But  without  the  presence  of  troops 
in  a  political  canvass,  why,  sir,  we  would  not  hox>e  to  do  much,  not  in  my  part  of  the 
State.  The  colored  people  there  have  been  very  much  intimidat-ed  and  frightened 
since  the*  riot  there. 

Question.  In  that  part  of  the  State  in  which  yon  reside  may  a  member  of  the  demo- 
cratic party  express  his  political  sentiments  without  fear  or  danger  of  molestation  or 
bodOy  ii\jurv  t 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir;  they  express  themselves  very  freely. 

Question.  May  a  member  of  the  republican  party  do  the  same  thing? 

Answer.  He  Las  to  be  very  cautions.  If  he  is  an  old  citizen  there,  of  influence,  he  is 
idlowed  to  talk  anite  freely;  but  if  he  is  a  carpet-bagger,  why  he  has  to  be  very  cau- 
tions. I  have  felt  very  secure  there  myself,  bein^  a  native  of  the  county,  born  and 
raised  there,  and  the  people  have  known  me  fh)m Infancy;  I  have  got  along  very  well 
myself,  though  others  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tbttmp  : 

Question.  Yon  are  a  republican? 
Answer.  I  am. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon.  Upon  what  fiEMsts  known  to  you  do  you  base  that  statement? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  the  feeling  exists,  I  do  not  believe  that  it  exists,  among 
the  members  of  the  democratic  party  generaUy ;  I  do  not  think  the  masses  of  the 
democratic  party  are  chargeable  with  these  things.  But  there  is  a  certain  class  of  old 
political  leaders,  the  remnants  of  the  old  slave  aristocracy,  who  are  badly-disposed 
men ;  they  operate  upon  the  younger  men,  who  would  otherwise  be  orderly  and  good 
citizens.  But  this  feeling  of  bitterness  toward  republicans  and  toward  the  Govern- 
ment is  engendered  and  kept  alive  by  the  influence  and  teachings  of  that  class  of  older 
men.  I  do  not  think  that  the  minority  or  the  mass  of  the  democratic  party  there  are 
IncQy  disposed.  I  think  they  are  disposed  to  be  good  citizens,  and  would  be,  if  they 
were  allowed  to  think  and  act  for  themselves,  and  were  out  from  under  the  influence 
and  control  of  these  bad  leaders. 

Question.  Could  a  meeting  of  negroes  be  called  there  and  be  addressed  upon  political 
questions  without  danger  of  exciting  violence  ? 

Answer.  It  could  so  long  as  the  addresses  were  confined  to  what  the  democrats 
thought  was  legitimate  from  their  standpoint ;  if  it  went  beyond  that,  why  you  might 
^ypiehend  the  meeting  would  be  disturbed. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  ; 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  that  the  republicans  would  not  be  allowed  to  speak  unless 
thej  made  democratic  speeches? 

Answer.  Not  entirely  democratic  speeches;  but  they  would  have^to  be  a  kind  of 
moderate  ones;  we  would  have  to  be  rather  cautions  and  guarded  in  the  expression  of 
our  sentiments.  We  never  have  had  any  disturbanoe  there  in  the  republican  meetings 
Acietofore,  dnring  the  canvass;  we  have  generally  been  very  cautious.  I  have  had  a 
great  deal  to  do  with  managing  things  in  that  county,  and  my  advice  has  always  l)een 
to  yield  and  go  slowly  in  onier  to  avoid  trouble.  There  is  no  disposition  among  the 
cdored  people,  generally,  to  get  up  any  trouble ;  they  are  peaceable,  and  disposed  to  be 
Peaceable.  Tliey  are  not  in  favor  of  retaliation,  of  evil  for  evil ;  they  are  very  sub- 
mosive  as  a  eeneral  thing.  Of  course,  in  some  communities  there  are  some  few  bad 
spirits, which  is  very  natural  everywhere. 

Question,,  Has  there  never  been  a  republican  speech  made  in  your  county  by  a  carpet- 
bagger? 

Answer.  Oh,  yes,  sir. 

Qfiestion.  Ana  heretofore,  up  to  this  time,  there  has  been  no  disturbance  at  a  political 
meeting? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  disturbance  that  amounted  to  anything. 

By  the  Chairman  : 
Question.  Has  there  been  any  extensive  system  of  destroying  school-houses  in  any 
V^  of  the  State  that  you  are  aware  of? 
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Anstffer.  X  understand  that  there  have  been  some  destroyed. 

Que$ti<m.  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  it,  soch  as  will  enable  yon  to  speak  of  it 
with  any  degree  of  certainty  t 

An9u>er,  One  was  destroyed  in  my  county  that  I  know  of  and  the  teacher  was  ordered 
to  leave.  ^ 

QuestioH,  Was  that  a  white  school  or  a  colored  school  f 

Anstcer.  It  was  a  colored  school  with  a  white  teacher  under  the  school  system  of  our 
county.  He  was  ordered  to  leave,  and  his  house  was  burned.  Afterward  they  agreed 
to  rebuild  the  house,  provided  the  board  would  appoint  a  democratic  neighbor  of  uieirs 
as  a  teacher. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  compelled  to  leave  f 

Answer,  1  think  his  name  was  Ritter ;  I  did  not  know  him  personally. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  was  about  February ;  about  that  time.  ' 

Question.  February  last  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  And  there  was  a  colored  teacher  taken  out  of  his  school-house  and 
flogged  pretty  severely,  and  orde.red  to  stop  his  teaching.  That  was  in  my  county, 
some  three  or  four  months  ago ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  date. 

Questton.  Were  the  men  in  disguise  who  visited  these  school-teachers  in  the  instances 
you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  think  not ;  I  think  there  were  written  notices  sent  to  them ;  that 
is  my  recollection. 

Question.  As  to  the  burning  of  the  school-houses,  how  was  that  done,  or  was  it  the 
teacher's  house  that  was  burned  t 

Answer.  It  was  the  school-house ;  I  think  that  was  burned  in  the  night,  and  no  clew 
was  found  to  the  perpetrator. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Is  there  not  considerable  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  poor  white  people 
of  that  region  in  regard  to  neffro  equality  and  social  ec^uality  f 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir;  they  do  not  apprehend  anything  of  the  kind.  The  leaders  of 
the  democracy  say 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  feeling  which  the  leaders  endeavor  to  impress  upon  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  are  remarkably  few  negroes  that  show  a  disposition  to 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  point  upon  which  the  democratic  leaders  always  try  to  stir 
up  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  means  adopted  by  the  leaders  of  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  mean. 

Answer.  Oh,  yes ;  they  talk  much  of  that  idea,  and  endeavor  to  instil  it  into  the 
minds  of  the  white  people  gererally,  and  are  successful  to  a  very  great  extent. 

Question,  I  want  to  git  at  the  method  by  which  they  arouse  the  feelings  of  the  poorer 
white  men. 

Answer.  That  is  the  burden  of  their  argument ;  this  question  of  equality  that  tfae.T 
say  is  endeavored  to  be  forced  upon  them  by  the  republican  party,  putting  the  negro 
everywhere,  and  putting  him  into  position. 

QueeHon,  How  do  they  talk  on  this  subject  f 

Answer.  They  put  it  in  very  plain  terms.  They  sa^  that  the  object  of  the  republican 
party  and  of  the  Grovemment  is  to  put  the  negro  in  control,  to  make  a  sort  of  D£nx> 
supremacy,  to  give  him  the  control  of  the  affairs  of  the  Government,  to  put  him  in  oflfi^o, 
and  gradually  to  force  him  into  social  relations  with  the  white  people.  That  is  the  ar- 
gument they  make  use  of,  te  the  exclusion  of  almost  every  other  ar^ment,  when  they 
come  before  the  pporer  class  of  the  white  people.  That  has  been  the  case  for  the  last 
three  years,  and  it  does  affisct  the  opinions  of  a  large  number  of  the  poor  white  men 
who  are  really  and  honestly  republioans,  and  friends  of  the  Government.  But  that 
thing  is  pressed  upon  them  so  strenuously  by  these  leaders  that  it  has  had  its  effect. 

Question.  Not  only  political  but  social  equality  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Marrying  the  whites  to  blacks  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  take  the  position  that  putting  colored  men  into  office,  in  posi- 
tions of  prominence,  will  gradually  lead  them  to  demand  social  equality,  and  to  inter- 
mingle by  marriage  with  the  whites. 

Questi4m.  Do  the  negroes  themselves  attempt  anything  of  the  kind  T 

Answer.  They  do  not ;  not  in  my  section  of  the  State.  There  has  been  veiy  little,  if 
any,  effort  on  the  part  of  any  negro  to  force  himself  forward,  socially,  upon  the 
wliites. 

By  Mr.  Bfick :  \ 

Question.  A  question  or  two  jnst  in  this  connection.  Do  men  like  Warren  Tyler, 
Clopton,  and  men  of  that  sort,  assert  their  entire  equality  in  every  form  and  with  some 
arrogance? 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  said  before;  some  few  do.    These  two  men,  Tyler  and  Clop- 
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ton,  were  really  rather  bad  men ;  they  did  assert  and  demand  more  than  coloroil  men 
generally,  bnt  they  were  exceptions.  There  are  a  few  exceptions,  and  they  belonged 
to  the  exceptional  class. 

QaesUon,  And  the  democrats  propose  taking  the  very  worst  cases  they  can  pick  ont 
to  show  the  poorer  whit«  men  how  the  thing  is  working  f 

Aruwer.  Tes,  that  is  so'.  ^ 

Question,  They  always  take  care  to  use  the  strongest  illustrations  they  can  to  prove 
the  fact ;  that  is  the  way  politicians  ^nerally  do  ? 

Answer.  They  very  naturally  take  leading  men,  and  say  what  they  do  the  balance 
would  follow. 

Question.  Is  there  not  a  great  deal  of  social  ostracism  practiced  by  the  colored  men 
and  the  leagues  themselves  against  auy  negro  who  attempts  to  side  with  the  demo- 
crats, or  to  vote  the  democrat  ticket  ? 

Answer.  There  is  some  little,  bnt  not  to  the  extent  that  there  is  by  democrats  toward 
white  republicans,  not  to  near  the  same  extent. 

Question.  A  democratic  ne^o  has  a  great  deal  of  difficulty  in  voting  his  own  senti- 
ments when  his  own  race  is  m  the  majority  f 

Answer.  Well  they  are  a  little  inclined  to  abuse  him,  but  not  so  much  so  as  a  white 
republican  is  abused,  to  my  certain  knowledge,  and  from  my  own  personal  experience. 

Question.  Still  there  is  a  great  deal  of  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  some  feeling  of  that  kind. 

Quefiion.  How  long  before  this  riot  was  it  that  Loyal  Leagues  had  been  established  in 
yoar  State  f 

Answer.  The  first  Union  Leamie  was  established  there  in  1867  ;  I  >  myself  established 
the  first  Union  League  in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  But  they  had  ceased  to  operate  or 
to  be  effective  since  the  canvass  of  18G9.  Oar  party  organization  became  a  little  slack, 
and  the  leagues ^vere  pretty  well  lost  sight  of  since  the  fall  of  1869. 

Question.  Was  not  the  league  in  your  county  revivedwith  a  great  deal  of  eamestneiri 
just  before  this  riot  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  was  ;  if  so,  it  was  not  the  original  Union  League,  it  was  in 
some  other  shape,  and  something  I  knew  nothing  of,  if  it  was  there. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  gathering  of  colored  men  both  on  the  night  before  and 
the  night  of  the  fire,  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  remarked  that  there  was  a  gathering  of  them  at  one  of  their 
ohurcbea  on  the  night  of  the  fire. 

Question.  That  was  not  the  Union  League  t 

Answer.  1  did  not  understand  that  it  was  :  my  impression  is  that  the  Union  League 
was  disbanded  there  in  1869,  and  never  has  been  reorganized. 

Question.  And  any  organization  got  up  among  the  negroes  was  outside  of  the  general 
party  and  of  the  Union  Leagues  f 

Answer.  There  might  have  been  a  local  organisation  of  their  own.  From  the  time 
these  Alabama  men  came  there  I  do  not  know  but  what  there  was  some  disposition  to 
organize,  to  place  themselves  in  a  position  of  defence,  or  where  they  conld  assert  and 
uSie  care  of  what  they  construed  to  be  their  rights.  They  did  not  know  where  the 
thing  would  stop,  perhaps  they  would  continue  to  take  them  ofL 

Question.  I  understand  you  to  say  that  you  were  not  advised  w  hether  Price  and  the 
men  who  beat  Adam  Kennard  were  disguised  or  were  not  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  said  they  were. 

Question.  Your  information  is  that  they  were  1 

Answer.  Yes,  my  information  is  that  they  were. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  fact  that  Kennard  believed  that  he  identified  Price 
by  his  mask  dropping  off,  perhaps  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  but  what  he  identified  him  ;  of  course  he  stated  in  his  affi- 
davit that  he  identified  him,  but  I  disremember  whether  it  was  by  the  dropping  of  his 
maekf  or  by  some  other  means  that  he  recognized  him.  He  had  formerly  lived  in  Sum- 
ter County,  and  was  a  prominent  man  among  the  republicans.  He  was  rather  a  big 
man,  a  very  large  and  a  very  courageous  man,  and  Keunard  might  have  detected  him 
fipom  his  size  and  appearance. 

Question.  The  whipping  of  Kennard  was  believed  to  be  done. by  Price  and  those  who 
aeted  with  him  for  that  pnrpose  f 

Answer.  The  citizens  thiere  generally  believe  so.  Of  course  Price  told  me  that  he 
did  not  do  it,  and  many  people  believed  that  he  did  not. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  feeling  of  this  sort ;  that  Price  had  induced 
Bfunbers  of  negroes  to  come  over  from  Alabama  for  the  purpose  of  voting  for  him  as 
mayor  of  yonr  city,  to  which  position  he  was  aspiring  f 

Answer.  There  was  such  a  report  current  there.  I  had  very  little  intimaoy  with  Mr. 
Price  alter  he  came  there. 

Question,  Stur^  was  then  your  mayor  f 

Answer.  Yesysir. 

Question,  Where  were  the  troops  at  the  time  of  this  riot  f 
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Answer.  There  were  no  troope  nearer  than  Jackson. 

Question.  I  thought  a  committee  had  gone  for  troops,  who  had  come  with  them  on  tiie 
Friday  before  f 

Anstcer,  T^e  troope  returned  to  their  post  before  the  riot ;  there  were  none  there  at 
the  time  of  the  riot. 

Que$tion,  Yon  testified  at  the  examination  before  Judge  Leachman  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  using  in  your  testimony  on  that  occasion  these  words  in 
regard  to  the  speaking  that  was  going  on  there  on  the  Saturday  evening  f 

^'As  I  stepped  to  the  door,  I  heard  Dennis  saying  something  about  the  Alabamians, 
and  that  they,  the  negroes,  would  take  things  into  their  own  hands.  I  thought  it  was 
prudent  to  notify  the  sheriff,  and  did  so. " 

.  Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  said  so.  From  what  little  I  heard,  it  was  very  little,  I  was  satis- 
fied that  it  was  what  would  be  construed  as  inflammatory.  Whether  the  negroes  did 
or  did  not  have  the  right  to  express  such  sentiments  is  another  question.  But  I  knew 
that  they  were  of  such  a  nature  that  they  would  be  inflammatory  to  the  democrats  in 
the  stAte  of  feeling  that  then  existed. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  That  it  would  have  that  effect  upon  them  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  would  have  that  effect  upon  them :  that  it  was  inflamma- 
tory, from  their  stand-point ;  and  hence  I  wanted  the  meeting  oissolved. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Did  you  not  yourself  regard  language  of  this  sort,  **  taking  things  into  their 
own  hands,''  as  being  inflammatory  from  al&ost  any  statid-point,if  said  to  an  ignorant 
audience  1 

Answer.  It  was  calculated  to  excite  them,  the  same  as  the  speeches  fiiade  at  the  citi- 
zens' meeting  on  the  Monday  morning  after  the  fire  and  before  the  riot ;  they  were  very 
inflammatory. 

Question.  That  was  after  the  fire  and  after  the  belief  had  become  general,  whether 
Jiist  or  not,  that  the  bad  negroes,  at  least,  had  encouraged  the  setting  the  town  on 
fire,  and  had  dissuaded  others  from  helping  to  put  the  fire  ontf 

Answer.  It  was  after  there  was  an  impression  of  that  kind  that  prevailed. 

Question.  And  after  a  block  of  the  city  had  been  burned  up  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  general  impression  on  Satnrday  night,  while  the  fire  was 
going  on,  that  the  shots  which  were  fired  were  fired  by  some  of  the  negroes  there  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  heard  a  ^reat  many  say  that  the  man  Dennis  fired  some  shots.  I 
believe  some  testified  to  seemg  him  fire.  Others  testified  that  there  were  small  bands 
of  armed  colored  men  posted  in  different  part«  of  the  town,  who  were  firing  shots 
indiscriminately.    I  did  not  see  anything  of  the  kind  myself. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  impression  of  the  people  at  that  time. 

Answer.  That  was  the  general  impression  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  great  deal  of  excitement  that  pervaded  the  town  after  that 
fire,  growing  out  of  the  general  impression  that  there  were  negroes  in  the  community 
who  were  exciting  the  others  to  commit  these  acts? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  apprehension,  a  great  deal  of  feeling,  and 
excitement 

Question.  The  bulk  of  the  property  of  the  town  of  course  was  owned  by  white  persons  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  that  sense  of  insecurity,  after  the  speeches  of  Clopton,  after  the  fire, 
and  after  the  shooting  at  night,had  been  greatly  increased  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  much  so  that  they  raised  a  crowd  of  men,  armed,  that  night  and 
patrolled  the  town  during  the  balance  of  the  night. 

Question.  After  the  fire  was  over  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  From  an  apprehension  of  other  violence? 

Answer.  They  appeiu^  sufficiently  apprehensive  to  make  a  patrol  of  the  town. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  impression  as  to  the  purpose  of  the  colored  man  who  came 
over  from  Alabama  assuming  to  be  a  deputy  sheriff ;  what  was  the  impression  as  to 
his  object  in  taking  these  colored  men  into  Alabama? 

Anstver.  So  far  as  I  could  understand  it  the  impression  was  that  large  nnmbens  of 
colored  men  were  gradually  coming  out  of  Alabama  into  Mississippi  ever  since  the  last 
Alabama  election.    In  that  connty  at  that  election  very  few  of  tne  colored  men  voted. 

Question.  Which  county? 

Ansieer.  Sumter  County,  Alabama.  There  was  a  very  large  m^onty  of  colored  voters 
there,  but  yet  in  the  result  of  the  election  they  were  several  hundred  in  the  minority. 
After  that  large  numbers  of  them  came  into  our  State,  to  our  county. 
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By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Qme$tUm.  Do  ^ou  state  that  as  a  fact  or  as  an  impression  f 

Annoer,  That  is  what  I  heard ;  it  is  generally  understood  there  to  be  so. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Questiou*  Had  yon  not  seen  persons  who  had  come  from  Alabama! 
Aniicer,  I  had  seen  a  great  many  colored  men  from  that  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qiustion,  I  want  to  get  at  the  origin  of  this  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  colored  men. 

Answer,  It  seems  that  these  Alaoama  democrats,  findkig  that  a  great  many  of  the 
colored  men  were  leaving  their  county  when  they  needed  them  there  for  the  purpose 
of  labor,  wero  disposed  to  adopt  some  means  to  get  them  back  there,  and  to  stop  tnem 
from  going  out  in  such  numbers.  Therefore  they  sent  this  deputy  8heri£f  there  to 
arrest  some  and  carry  them  back,  in  order  to  make  a  kind  of  example  of  them  and 
probably  deter  others  from  leaving. 

Question,  Was  that  an  impression  that  prevailed  among  the  negroes  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  negroes  thought  so. 

Question.  Did  any  of  you  ever  undertake  to  ascertain  whether  this  negro,  Kennard, 
actually  had  authority  or  who  had  sent  him  there  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestioTi.  What  was  his  name? 

Answer.  Adam  Kennard.  I  do  not  know  that  he  exhibited  any  papers,  any  authority. 
I  am  inclined  to  think  that  he  had  no  authority. 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Answer.  He  did. 

QuesUon.  Was  he  then  acting  for  the  sheriff,  or  was  he  a  servant  of  the  sheriff,  or  in 
what  capacity  was  he  acting? 

Answer.  He  purported  to  be  acting  for  the  sheriff  as  a  deputy ;  so  I  was  told  by  the 
mayor  of  our  city,  who,  I  think,  haa  seen  him  or  knew  something  of  his  being  there. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  En-Elux  being  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Answer.  Well,  first  and  last  I  have  heard  a  great  deal  said  about  there  beiiig  such  an 
organization  there. 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  who  left  that  countv  state  anything  about  the  operations 
of  the  Klan  as  one  of  their  reasons  for  leaving  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  mot  that  I  know  of;  not  to  me.  • 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  their  assigning  such  a  reason? 

Answeir.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  I  di(i. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  how  Kennard  was  paid  for  his  services  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  who  paid  his  expenses  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  names  of  those  colored  men  who  were  arrested  or  kid- 
napped by  that  Alabama  party  and  taken  over  the  line  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not.  They  had  been  at  Meridian  but  a  f^w  days;  had  just  come  from 
that  county,  as  I  understand. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  has  become  of  them? 

Answer.  I  heard  some  time  afterward  that  they  had  been  carried  back  to  the  county 
authorities ;  perhaps  imprisoned  for  a  hearing,  those  that  were  under  charges. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  that  there  was  any  charge  against  ? 

Answer.  There  was  one  who  was  charged  with  stealing  money ;  the  others  were  sim- 
ply charged  with  forfeiting  their  contract ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were  imprisoned  ; 
but  I  understand  that  the  other  man  was,  and  had  been,  or  would  be,  tried. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  the  other  two  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  the  white  people  of  the  town  of  Meridian  generally  favor  that  opera- 
tion of  that  Alabama  band  there ;  their  coming  into  Meridian  and  taking  out  people 
in  that  way  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  must  admit  that  the  better  part  of  the  citizens,  even  of  the  demo- 
crats, were  opposed  to  it,  and  so  spoke  plainly. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  prevent  it  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  little  mysterious ;  I  never  could  understand  why.  Tbey  seemed  to 
suppose,  perhaps,  it  might  get  up  some  disturbance ;  that  they  might  undertake  to 
capture  this  man  Price  and  kill  him. 

Question.  Price  was  a  white  man  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  During  the  day  they  went  to  work  to  get  these  men  to  lay  down 
their  arms  and  go  along  quietly  until  the  evening  train  departed,  when  they  loft. 

Question,  They  took  uiese  colored  men  off  with  them  ? 
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Answer,  They  sent  them  off  immediately  after  they  come  in.  They  came  in  there 
before  and  remained  during  the  day. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  colored  people  generally  looked  with  apprehen- 
sion on  that  band  from  Alabama  t 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Questian,  Do  you  know  whether  they  regarded  them  as  belonging  to  the  Ka-Elux  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  did. 

Question.  Did  they  at  thait  time  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  so  regarded  it. 

Question.  They  felt,  then,  that  their  friends,  those  three  colored  men  who  had  been 
taken  awav,  were  in  the  hands  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  They  felt  so,  I  think. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  citizens  arming  on  the  day  of  the  riot — about  three  hun- 
dred arming  themselves.    What  class  of  citizens  do  you  mean  by  that  f 

Answer.  It  embraced  all  classes ;  many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  town. 

Question.  White  people  f 
.  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  all  whites  t 

ATiswer.  Yes,  sir. 
•    Question.  What  became  of  the  ne^;roe8  after  the  riot  began  f 

Answer.  The  negroes  scattered  ofi,  got  into  their  homes,  and  secure  places,  for  self- 
protection. 

Question.  They  hid  away  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  apprehended  that  the  onslaught  would  be  general,  and  they 
would  all  be  killed.  Tbe}^  were  not  armed  and  were  not  orgauizeo,  and  hence  they 
retreated  to  such  places  of  safety  as  they  could  find. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  feeling  among  the  negroes  since  the  riot,  and  what  is  it 
now? 

Answer,  It  is  remarkably  quiet  now. 

Question.  W^hat  is  the  feeling  among  the  negroes  in  regard  to  their  security  and 
safety  t 

Answer.  They  feel  that  so  long  as  there  is  no  political  canvass,  or  nothing  to  get  up  a 
bitter  political  feeling  between  them  and  the  democrats,  they  will  not  be  in  any  dan> 
ger,  and  that  everything  will  go  on  very  harmoniously  and  pleasantly,  as  it  has  done 
since  the  riot;  but  thoy  are  very  apprehensive  that  in  case  of  a  canvass  they  must 
have  some  kind  of  guarantee  of  protection,  or  they  could  not  go  as  fully  into  it  as  they 
would  like.    That  is  the  feeling.  *  • 

Question.  Suppose  an  election  were  to  take  place  there  now,  what  would  bo  the 
probable  conduct  of  the  colored  republicans  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  if  it  was  a  political  contest,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  the  colored 
republicans  would  not  come  forward  promptly. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  they  would  not  vote  1 

Answer.  Not  generally ;  they  would  be  very  guarded  at  least,  very  cautious.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  is  any  real  ground  for  fear,  though  they  have  had  an  apprehension 
ever  since  the  riot  that  such  a  thing  might  occur  again,  and  they  do  not  feel  entirely 
secure. 

Question.  Who  are  these  men  who  ore  bound  over  by  Judge  Leachman  f  Who  is  G. 
W.  Brantley  1 

Answer.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  leisure. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  horse-trader,  billiard-player,  whisky-drinker,  &o. 

Question,  Is  he  a  member  of  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  He  is  supposed  to  be. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Answer.  I  have  only  known  him  a  year  or  two;  I  suppose  he  was,  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Who  is  Hugh  Wilson. 

Answer.  He  is  a  man  there  of  some  little  prominence,  and  is  considered  in  the  com- 
munity as  a  dangerous  man  when  provoked.  He  is  a  very  clever  man  generally,  ol 
very  good  standing,  of  that  class  of  men. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  builder  and  a  manufacturer  of  brick. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  understood  to  be  so. 

Question.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

\testion.  Who  is  Robert  E.  Coleman  f 
^'stDer.  He  is  an  old  man,  and  a  planter. 

'^tion.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 
., ''•'cr.  Yes,  sir. 
^'on.  A  democrat  f 
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Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  he  is. 

Question.  Did  he  take  any  part  in  the  rebellioii  f 

^Answer,  I  sappose  he  was  too  old  to  have  been  a  soldier. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  attitude  he  held  during  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  Of  conrse  he  was  a  sympathizer  with  the  South. 

Qumtion,  How  fsa  does  he  live  m>m  town  f 

Answer.  He  lives  in  town.    His  plantation  is  four  or  five  miles  out  of  town. 

Qii€9^<m.  Who  is  J.  F.  Sanfordf 

Answer.  Ayonng  man  in  town,  eii^ged  in  no  occupation. 

QuesHon.  He  has  no  ostensible  business  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Is  he  a  democrat  and  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  a  Kentuckian. 

QuesHon.  He  is  a  Kentuckian  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  he  has  been  there  since  the  war. 

QuesUon.  Was  he  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  was. 

QuesUon.  Who  is  Isaac  Adams  f 

Anstcer.  A  laboring  man,  a  carpenter,  and  a  very  nice  man. 

Question.  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  democrat? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

QuesHom.  Was  he  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  1  think  he  was :  I  think  I  heard  him  say  so,  but  I  am  not  certa^ 

Question.  Who  is  A.  G.  Horn  f 

Answer.  He  is  the  editor  of  the  Meridian  Mercury. 

Qic«9^'ofi.  He  is  a  white  manf 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  Meridian  Mercury  the  democratic  organ  there  f 

Answer.  It  is. 

QuesOcn.  Was  he  in  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  How  old  is  he  f 

Answer.  About  fifty,  I  suppose. 

QuesHon.  What  was  his  attitude  toward  the  rebellion  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  war  man,  in  sympathy  with  the  confederate  cause ;  but  he  was  not 
in  tiie  service.    He  was  publishing  a  paper  at  the  time. 

Question.  Publishing  a  paper  during  the  war  f 

Ansuter.  Not  there ;  I  think  it  was  m  Mobile. 

Question,  Did  this  investigation  extend  to  a  general  inquiry  as  to  those  implicated 
in  the  proceedings  ?  I  notice  by  this  report  that  the  case  is  entitled,  "  The  State  vs. 
James  A.  Brantley  and  others,  charged  with  riot,  riotous  homicMo,  aud  riotous  arson.'' 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  investigation  was  extended  as  fully  as  it  could  be. 

Question.  To  find  out  who  was  implicated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  witnesses  were  examined. 

Question.  And  this  was  the  finding  of  the  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  answer  to  a  question  by  Mr.  Beck,  in  answer  to  several  questions,  in 
fact,  you  si>oke  of  the  general  impression  there  as  to  the  intention  of  the  negroes: 
among  whom  did  von  mean  to  say  that  general  impression  prevailed  as  to  the  fire  and 
the  intentions  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  That  impression  prevailed  among  the  citizens,  the  democrats ;  a  pretty 
general  impression. 

Question.  You  say  that  there  were  some  cases  of  outrages  by  bands  of  disguised  men — 
I  forget  how  manv  you  spoke  of,  but  you  spoke  of  two  or  three — was  it  the  general 
nndentanding  or  impression  there  that  those  were  Ku-Klux  outrages  ?  Were  they  so 
spoken  of  and  regarded  f 

Answer.  So  regarded  pretty  generally  by  all  classes,  democrats  and  all. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  Were  the  men  who  came  there  from  Alabama  with  the  deputy  sheriff  white 
men  or  black  men  f 

Answer.  They  were  white  men ;  I  saw  a  number  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Poland: 

Question.  You  say  that  a  man  may  make  a  republican  speech  there,  provided  he  puts 
it  iQ  a  pretty  mild  form  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  |  he  has  got  to  be  a  little  mild  and  cautious  and  guarded. 

Question,  You  said  something  about  incendiary  speeches;  I  want  to  get  precisely  at 

6m 
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-what  is  understood  there  as  an  incendiary  speech.  What  is  ofifensiye  to  the  democratic 
ear  in  that  sense  f 

An&wer.  They  are  pretty  generally  disposed  to  regard — when  the  negroes  propose  to 
assert  ail  their  rights,  and  to  defend  themselves  against  violence  in  the  exercise  and 
enjoyment  of  their  rights,  and  to  do  it  at  all  hazards,  they  would  call  that  incendiary. 

Queglion,  Have  you  ever  heard  any  repuhlican  speaker  there,  white  or  hlaok,  claim 
tl^at  the  negroes  were  entitled  to  any  more  or  greater  rights  than  white  men  t 

Answer,  Inever  have  since  my  experience  with  the  party. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  any  republican  speaker,  white  or  black,  claim  the 
right  to  violate,  in  any  way,  the  rights  oi  the  whites  as  a  class  or  as  individuals  f 

Answer,  I  never  have. 

Quealion,  And  if  any  of  them  assert  that  they  are,  in  law,  in  every  way,  entitled  to 
the  same  legal  rights  as  white  men,  and  that  they  intend  to  assert  those  rightsi,  that  is 
regarded  by  the  democrats  there  as  incendiary  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  if  they  speak  with  considerable  force  of  asserting  vtheir  rights,  and 
declare  their  intentions  to  have  the  rights  given  under  the  Constitution  and  laws — 
w^henever  they  speak  of  having  their  nglits,  of  exercising  them  by  force,  if  necessary, 
or  at  any  hazard  or  sacrifice,  why,  then  the  democrats  are  disposed  to  regard  that  as 
incendiary  and  offensive. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  any  republican  speaker,  white  or  black,  claim  that 
the  negroes  were  entitled  to  assert  their  rights  by  force  in  any  way,  except  to  deftsad 
themselves  when  their  rights  were  unlawfully  violated  f 

Anstcer,  I  never  have ;  always  on  the  defensive. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  to  be  the  extent  that  any  of  them  have  undertaken 
to  assert  their  rights — republicans  or  colored  men  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  unless  with  rare  exceptions,  I  would  understand  that  to  be  the 
ext4int  of  their  offending. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  disposition  manifested  by  the  colored  men,  as  a  class, 
to  violate,  in  any  manner,  the  rights  of  the  whites  as  a  class 

Anstcer,  Not  to  my  knowledge. 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  28, 1871. 
ROBERT  W.  FLOURNOY,sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHvvIUMan  : 

Question.  Do  you  reside  in  Mississippi  t 

Ansioer,  Yes,  si*. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  it  f 

Answer,  In  Pontotoc  County — what  is  called  Northern  Mississippi. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Ansicer,  I  moved  to  Pontotoc  County  in  1856;  I  have  resided  in  Pontotoc  town 
about  four  years. 

Question.  In  what  occupation  are  you  engaged  f 

Answer,  I  have  been  editing  a  paper  in  Pontotoc  about  sixteen  months.  Sometimes 
I  take  law  cases.  I  am  not  a  regular  practitioner ;  I  abandoned  the  practice  after  I 
went  to  Mississippi ;  but  I  sometimes  take  cases. 

Question.  In  what  were  you  engaged  from  1856  until  you  commenced  editing  a 
newspaper  f 

Ansicer.  In  1856  I  was  practicing  there.  I  commenced  publishing  and  editing 'a 
paper  last  year. 

Question.  You  have  lived  in  that  county  since  1856  till  the  present  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  whether  at  any  time  during  your  residence  in  Pontotoc  disguised  men 
have  come  into  the  town  ;  and,  if  so,  when,  what  they  did,  and  yoiu*  whole  Knowledge 
of  their  proceeding. 

Atiswer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  necessary,  probably,  for  me  to  state  that  I  have  been  what 
is  called  county  superintendent  of  education,  appointed  by  the  State  superintendent, 
for  the  purpose  of  establishing  schools.  Ours  is  a  large  whit«  county;  the  ne<jro 
population  there  is  small  compared  with  the  white.  I  established,  I  think,  about  lilty- 
two  white  schools,  and  twelve  colored  schools.  After  these  schools  had  been  in  openv 
tion  some  time,  the  teachers  of  a  portion  of  them  informed  me  tliat  they  were 
called  upon  by  disguised  men,  and  required  to  cease  teaching,  or  they  would  be  **  dealt 
with ;"  fhat  was  the  phrase  used.  Of  course  the  committee  will  understand  that  as  to 
some  things  which  I  relate  I  speak  from  hearsay ;  other  portions  of  my  testimony  will 
be  what  I  Know  myself.    The  committee  of  course  can  make  the  discrimination. 

Mr.  Van  Tkump.  Perhaps,  then,  it  would  be  well  for  you  to  designate,  as  you  go 
along,  the  nature  of  your  knowledge  on  the  subject. 

Answer,  What  I  am  now  stating  is  what  I  have  heard. 
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By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHon.  Were  these  reports  made  to  yon  by  teachers  t 

Answer,  Yes,  Mr. 

Question*  As  superintendent  of  education  in  the  county  T 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir;  by.  the  teachers  and  by  democratic  teachers — ^by  southern  men 
boro  and  raised,  the  most  of  them,  in  Pontotoc  County,  I  believe.  They  said  that 
they  had  been  called  on ;  that  they  were  awakened  at  night,  after  midiiight — in  every 
case,  I  think,  they  stated  it  was  after  midnight ;  that  when  called  npon  they  were 
told — I  believe  there  is  no  variation  in  this  matter — that  their  "grandpa"  wanted 
to  see  them  ;  that  he  had  not  had  anything  to  eat  in  six  months,  and  had  not  had  any 
•water  since  Vicksburg  fell.  This  same  statement  was  made  bj'-  all  of  them.  They 
were  told  to  come  out;  that  the  men  wanted  to  talk  to  them.  They  went  out.  They 
were  asked  how  things  were  getting  along  in  that  neighborhood,  if  the  negroes  were 
behaving  themselves,  and  if  there  were  any  colored  schools  taught  in  the  nei^borhood. 
These  gentlemen  informed  them,  of  course,  that  they  were  teachers  themselves.  They 
asked  them  why  they  taught  colored  schools,  and  if  they  thought  it  was  right.  They 
told  them  the  law  authorized  it,  and  they  were  doing  it  because  it  was  a  means  of 
getting  support.  They  informed  them  then  that  they  were  democrats,  and  they  wanted 
to  know  what  their  politics  were.  They  were  informed  of  that  fact;  and  then  they 
were  told  they  must  stop  teaching  or  else  they  would  call  on  them  again,  and  when 
they  called  on  them  again  they  would  be  "  dealt  with ;"  those  were  the  wordij  used. 
The  school  of  one  of  the  teachers  called  on  had  expired  the  day  they  got  there. 
Another  one  stopped  his  school,  I  think,  some  four  or  hve  weeks — a  mouth  or  a 
month  and  a  half-before  the  session  closed.  Two  others  continued  to  teach ;  one  a 
week,  when  his  time  expired,  and  the  other  about  two  weeks.  These  teachers  asked 
me  what  to  do,  and  I  told  them  I  would  continue  to  teach.  After  the  disturbance. 
of  the  schools  I  came  out  in  my  paper  in  some  very  bitter  articles,  in  which  I 
denounced  these  men  as  a  body  of  midnight  prowlejb,  robbers,  and  assassins.  I 
was  very  severe  in  the  articles  I  wrote.  1  never  referred  to  the  Ku-Klux  in  my 
paper  until  they  stopped  my  schools^-stopped  one  school  at  least.  Soon  after,  those 
articles  appeared  (I  think  I  continued  them  for  two  or  three  weeks)  my  friends 
came  and  informed  me  of  certain  threats  that  were  making  in  regard  to  myself;  that 
they  would  visit  Pontotoc  Town.  I  did  not  apprehend  anything  myself.  When  con- 
salted  by  my  friends  ab<»ut  it,  I  did  not  apprehend  their  coming  there.  I  had  heard  of 
a  body  of  disguised  men  going  through  the  country,  whipping  negroes,  for  several 
months,  but  I  did  not  apprehend  anyuiing.  However,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th 
of  May,  in  the  present  year,  between  12  and  1  o*clock,  I  was  awakened  by  knocking 
at  my  door.  It  proved  to  be  two  friends  of  mine  who  informed  me  that  there  was  a 
body  of  disguised  men  then  in  town.  One  of  those  friends  was  the  foreman  of  my  print- 
in^i^  establishment.    My  printing  office  was  near  a  room  in  the  court-house  where  the 

rt  office  was  kept ;  I  was  also  deputy  postmaster.  This  gentleman  iuibrmed  me  that 
had  seen  these  men  drawn  up.  There  is  a  yard  round  the  court-house.  Ho  had 
jomped  out  the  back  door  and  gone  to  the  jail,  where  some  gentlemen  who  had  been 
hunting  deer  were  playing  a  game  of  euchre ;  and  when  he  got  these  gentlemen  and 
retnrned  to  the  court-house,  he  heard  an  indescribable  noise ;  I  cannot  explain  it ;  I 
never  heard  anything  like  it  at  any  time ;  it  is  a  very  singular,  grating,  discordant 
kind  of  a  whistle,  which  can  be  heard  a  considerable  distance.  He  heard  that  round 
on  the  back  street,  not  the  main  street.  There  was  a  vacant  lot ;  and  these  men  ap- 
proached near  enough  to  be  heard.  There  was  but  one  spokesman ;  1  never  have  heard 
of  an  instance  where  more  than  one  man  did  the  talking.    The  spokesman  of  the 

garty  was  asking  a  man  who  lived  on  the  back  street  the  way  to  my  house; 
e  was  also  askiug  if  it  had  been  understood  that  I  had  threatened  to  shoot  into  them  ; 
he  wanted  to  know  if  they  thought  I  would  do  it.  These  gentlemen  told  me  they  heard 
him  asking  for  me;  and  they  told  me  there  were  three  or  four  or  live  persons  who  had 
stopped  around  at  an  old  shop,  and  that  they  intended  to  intercept  them  before  they 
^t  to  my  house  and  demand  their  surrender.  They  requested  me  to  go  with  them.  I 
immediately  got  up,  put  on  my  clothing,  took  one  of  my  double-barreled  guns,  and 
handed  another  to  a  gentleman  who  had  nothing.  I  had  two  double-barreled  guns;  for  I 
did  not  know  whether  these  men  intended  to  come,  though  I  did  not  expect  they  would. 
I  went  on  around  to  this  shop ;  there  was  a  gully  running  for  about  one  hundred  and  fifty 
yards ;  I  heard  this  noise — this  whistle  or  whatever  it  is ;  I  never  heard  it  before.  It  was 
not  a  very  dark  night.  I  could  see  a  body  of  men  on  horses.  Their  horses  seemed  to  be 
a  white  mass.  When  I  got  to  this  shop  I  there  met  Judge  Pollard.  He  was  in  town 
holding  a  chancery  court ;  he  is  a'  judge  of  that  court.  I  also  met  there  Mr.  Todd,  the 
deputy  sheriff  of  the  county,  and  two  or  three  other  gentlemen.  When  we  got  there 
we  had  but  little  time  for  talking,  for  this  body  of  disguised  men  had  turned  the  comer, 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  vards  off,  and  were  approaching  in  our  direction.  After 
a  short  consultation  we  consiilered  that  inasmuch  us  Pollard  was  a  higher  officer  than 
Todd,  it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  make  the  demand  of  these  men  to  surrender.  As 
ihey  were  coming  on,  Mi.  Pollard  advanced.    He  handed  his  gun  back  to  us ;  he  said 
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Le  did  not  like  to  advance  with  a  gun  in  bis  band ;  tbe  gnn  was  put  behind  the  honse. 
Pollard  advanced  within  about  fifteen  yards  of  them.  I  was  standing  near  tbe  comer 
of  tbe  bouse  and  tbe  otber  gentlemen  were  behind  the  bouse.  They  insisted  upon  my 
standing  behind  the  house ;  but  when  Pollard  advanced  and  I  saw  that  be  was  advanc- 
ing so  near  these  men,  I  felt  some  apprehension  for  him  and  I  advanced  myself  some 
ten  steps.  When  I  did  so  two  or  three  of  -the  gentlemen  who  were  behind  the  bpiise 
followed  me.  As  Pollard  spoke  to  the  disguised  men,  they  stopped.  They  were  riding 
two  and  two,  just  as  cavalry  ride.  When  he  spoke  to  them  they  clustered  up.  I  did  not 
hear  distinctly  what  Pollard  said,  but  I  beard  a  portion  of  it.  There  is  a  law  of  tbo 
State  of  Mississippi,  as  well  as  a  law  of  Congress,  against  tbese  disguised  men  ;  our  law,, 
requires  them  to  unmask  whenever  they  are  called  ui>on.  Pollard  demanded  that  they' 
should  surrender.  He  had  scarcely  done  so  before  a  pistol  was  discharged  by  this 
body  of  men.  The  ball  went  into  the  house ;  and  from  examination  next  day  where 
it  lodged,  it  must  have  come  very  near  striking  Pollard.  I  think  they  shot  at  Pol- 
lard. I  do  not  think  they  shot  at  me,  because  I  was  stooping  down  and  was  rather 
in  the  shadow  of  the  house.  As  soon  as  they  shot,  my  impression  is  (and  I  am  very 
positive  on  this  point)  that  we  commenced  firing.  Some  of  the  gentlemen  say  that 
the  others  fired  two  or  three  times  before  we  returned  the  shot.  My  own  impression 
is  that  they  fired  but  once  before  we  fired.  As  soon  as  we  fired  they  turned  and  went 
back  and  came  to  the  main  street,  about  a  hundred  yards  from  there.  No  man  fell  at 
the  place  where  that  firing  was  done.  My  impression  is  there  were  six  or  eight,  prob- 
ably six,  discbarges  of  double-barreled  guns  and  two  or  three  pistols  on  our  side. 
They  shot  all  the  time.  They  also  had  double-barreled  guns,  because  eight  buckshot 
were  found  lodged  in  the  house ;  but  they  shot  pistols  mostly.  In  the  mean  time  ibis 
firing  had  called  out  several  other  citizens.  I  think  at  that  time  there  were  only  seven 
or  eight  of  us;  not  exceeding  eight.  The  firing  had  called  together  other  citizens  who 
beard  it.  My  wife  had  become  alarmed  and  come  on  down ;  but  I  pacified  her  and 
got  her  back.  I  returned  to  my  house  with  her,  accompanied  by  three  or  four  other  per- 
sons. There  we  sat  and  smoked,  I  think  probably  half  an  hour.  It  was  then  pro- 
X>osed  we  should  return  to  see  if  we  could  make  any  discoveries.  We  got  li^^hts 
and  returned.  Wo  found  som^  saddle-bags ;  one  of  them  contained  four  citizens*  hats, 
and  another  onl^-  one.  There  was  a  pistol  found  near  where  the  firing  commenced. 
There  was  also  found  a  piece  of  white  osnaburg,  which  had  covered  a  horse  down  to 
the  knees.  These  things  were  found  where  the  firing  took  place.  After  a  while  wo 
went  on  aroimd,  and  I  suppose  some  two  or  three  hours  after  the  firing  it  was  announced, 
that  there  was  a  man  found  near  the  comer  where  they  had  turned.  We  got  a  light 
and  went  there.  There  was  a  man  lying  on  his  back,  with  dark  clothing ;  he  had  on  a 
kind  of  dark  sack,  which  they  said  afterward  was  black  calico ;  I  did  not  examine 
very  closely  the  texture  of  the  cloth.  It  was  a  loose  sack,  reaching  down  to  about  tbe 
hips ;  his  pants  had  a  broad  stripe,  about  an  inch  wide,,  reaching  all  the  way  from  the 
hips  down.  He  also  wore  a  mask  which  reached  to  the  bosom.  It  bad  holes  cut  for 
the  eves,  but  none  for  the  mouth,  because  it  hung  loose,  and  there  was  no  difficulty  in 
breathing.  Colonel  Fountain  and  some  other  gentlemen  (Colonel  Fountain  is  a  prom- 
inent man,  a  democrat  who  has  been  running  for  governor,  but  he  does  not  approve  of 
these  Ku-Kluxes)  went  to  the  man  and  said  he  was  dead ;  but  the  Colonel  cm  closer 
examination  discovered  that  he  was  breathing :  we  immediately  sent  for  a  doctor ;  two 
or  three  doctors  came.  They  removetl  the  mask,  and  he  opened  his  eyes.  1  asked  him 
who  he  was.  He  said  his  name  was  Richard  Dillard.  Ho  was  a  young  man  about 
twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age.  1  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  him  before.  I 
then  asked  him  how  many  men  were  with  him  there  that  night.  He  said  thirty.  I 
inquired  of  him  what  their  object  was  in  coming  into  the  town.  He  said  their  object  was 
to  get  at  Colonel  Floumoy ;  that  was  myself.  I  asked  him  what  they  intended  to  do  with 
me.  He  said  he  did  not  know.  I  then  inquired  who  were  the  men  that  were  with  him. 
He  said  that  he  did  not  know  who  they  were ;  that  he  was  force<l  to  go  with  them,  and  he 
did  not  know  them.  I  discovered  that  he  was  very  weak,  and  that  it  was  probably  pain- 
ful for  hiui  to  talk ;  so  I  did  not  press  my  questions  further  upoti  him.  That  was  about 
all  I  said,  to  him.  Some  other  questions  were  asked  by  other  gentlemen.  In  the 
mean  time  the  doctors  came.  Colonel  Fountain  suggested  that  probably  the  man  was 
paralyzed  from  the  fall.  The  doctx)rs  had  examined  his  bosom  and  found  no  blood. 
The  man  said  no ;  that  he  was  shot  in  the  side ;  that  he  was  wounded  in  several 
places.  They  then  discovered  some  blood.  They  took  a  blanket  and  removed  him  to 
the  ^ail,  because  there  were  beds  iu  the  lower  part  of  the  jail ;  it  was  occupied  by  the 
family  of  the  jailor.  They  got  a  mattress  and  put  him  on  tbe  floor.  The  doctors  took 
off  his  hat.  The  hat  that  was  worn  on  that  occasion  was  a  white-looking  bat  that 
stood  up  high.  I  suppose  those  saddle-bags  were  for  the  purpose  of  putting  disguises 
in,  because  the  hats  in  the  saddle-bags  were  citizens'  hats — common  hats.  When  the 
disguise  was  removed  it  was  found  that  the  man  had  on  his  full  suit  of  common  clotlies 
under  the  disguise.  They  removed  all  that,  and  then  found  his  shirt  saturated  with 
bloml.  One  buck-shot  had  penetrated  near  where  the  shoulder  joins  (he  neck  ;  one 
had  gone  into  his  left  arm,  and  one  had  lodged  iu  the  hip ;  but  this  one  was  iiumedi- 
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ately  taken  oat  by  the  doctor ;  it  did  not  more  than  bnry  itseli ;  it  did  not  in  fact  do 
that.  There  were  iliree  other  shots — two  close  together  in  the  hollow  of  the  hip  and 
one  about  an  inch  below.  That  shot  caused  his  death.  He  died  in  about  two  honrs 
after  he  was  taken  to  the  jail  and  examined.  He  had  every  attention  paid  to  him ; 
two  or  three  doctors  were  with  him ;  but  he  died.  The  next  day  we  sent  word  to  his 
father  and  mother ;  they  had  a  coffin  made,  and  sent  for  him  and  took  him  away.  The 
next  day  the  sheriff  went  around  and  brought  into  town  three  horses  and  two  mules. 
There  was  one  horse  that  was  disguised — I  mean  the  neck  and  ears — with  something 
like  what  persons  put  on  horses  to  Keep  the  flies  off.  This  reached  to  the  shoulders ; 
and  then  tnero  was  a  white  cloth  that  reached  to  the  knees,  which  had  been  removed. 
But  this  head-gear,  fantastically  fixed^  off.  was  still  on  the  horse.  This  horse  when 
brouffht  in  was  shot  near  the  eye  and  in  tuo  neck.  He  was  claimed  afterward  by  this 
man's  father  as  belonging  to  him.  That  seems  4o  have  been  the  horse  that  Dillard 
rode.  Then  there  was  a  mule  and  a  sorrel  horse.  They  had  been  left  about  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  town  by  two  yonng  men,  saying  that  they  had  been  shot  upon  at 
a  place  called  Randolph.  These  horses  were  put  in  the  public  stable  there.  Mrs. 
Pegues  claimed  one  of  tbem,  a  mare,  as  belonging  to  her.  She  «aid  that  it  had  been 
ridden  off  by  her  son ;  that  her  son  had  joined  the  Ku-Klux ;  that  she  had  done  all 
she  could  to  prevent  it,  but  had  been  unable  to  keep  him  out  of  it.  The  mule  was 
claimed  by  the  father  of  a  yonng  man  named  Hardin.  I  had  especially  heard  of  Har- 
din as  making  thi*eats  about  me  before  that.  Two  of  the  horses  brought  in  were 
not  wounded  at  all.  I  understood  afterward  that  the  riders  had  been  unable  to  con- 
tinue to  ride  them  and  had  got  off. 

QuwUon.  Were  they  claimed  by  anybody  f 

Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  every  one  of  them  was  claimed.  There  was  a  small  horse  that  was 
claimed  by  Braddon,  who  said  he  had  loaned  it  to  his  brother  on  Friday  to  go  to  mill. 
Friday  night  was  the  night  they  came.  Friday  was  the  12th  of  May.  The  brother 
has  not  been  heard  of  since,  according  to  the  best  information  I  have.  It  is  supposed 
he  died.  The  other  horse  was  claimed  by  a  man  named  Sadler,  who  said  that  the  horse 
had  been  ridden  off  by  a  son  of  his,  Tom  Sadler. 

QuesUoH,  What  has  become  of  the  son  t 

Answer.  That  son  is  said  to  have  gone  off  to  Texas.  I  have  my  doubts  about  that ; 
I  think  he  is  in  the  neighborhood.  There  are  in  all  twenty-seven  suits  of  these  dis- 
guises now  in  the  jail  at  Pontotoc,  or  were  when  I  left  there. 

Q^uestian,  Whcire  were  they  found  t 

Anmcer.  At  different  places ;  some  in  the  suburbs  of  the  town  and  along  in  the  road. 
These  men  did  not  go  back  the  road  they  came ;  we  cut  them  off  from  going  that  road, 
and  they  went  around  by  a  road  leading  through  the  woods  for  four  or  five  miles. 
These  articles  were  picked  up  and  brought  in  by  different  persons  who  found  them. 

Question.  At  what  time  in  the  morning  did  the  firing  oociir  when  this  man  was  shot  f 

Answer.  It  was  between  12  and  1  o'clock. 

Question.  How  long  did  the  men  remain  in  town,  or  did  they  go  out  immediately  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  understood  that  they  had  been  in  town  probably  half  on  hour ;  that 
they  had  been  to  several  places.  They  had  been  where  there  were  some  lady  teachers 
of  negro  schools,  but  they  did  not  stay  there.  After  the  firing  commenced  thev  left  as 
rapidly  as  their  horses  could  convey  them ;  they  went  off  very  rapidly.  They  had 
been  in  town  about  half  an  hour,  in  fact  longer,  as  I  understood ;  it  was  said  they  came 
in  a  little  after  11  o'clock.  I  looked  at  my  watch  on  leaving  home,  and  it  was  a  few 
minutes  after  12 ;  I  returned  about  1  o'clock,  when  the  firing  was  over. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  these  disguises  having  been  left  t 

Answer.  I  account  for  it  in  this  way  :  that  those  men  were  thrown  into  probably  a 
strange  portion  of  the  country  to  most  of  them,  because  I  heard  of  their  inquiring  the 
road  to  Chesterville,  and  the  road  back  to  their  homes.  I  presume  as  morning  ap- 
proached they  did  not  like  to  be  seen  with  disguises  on ;  I  suppose  that  is  the  reason 
they  threw  them  off  along  the  road.  The  direction  we  made  them  turn  threw  them 
out  of  the  road  some  eight  or  ten  miles.  We  threw  them  in  an  entirely  different 
direction,  and  they  did  not  seem  to  have  known  much  of  that  country  where  they 
went.    Some  of  them  went  four  or  five  miles  down  on  a  road  through  the  woods. 

Question.  How  far  from  Pontotoc  did  the  men  live  whose  names  you  have  given  ;  the 
man  who  died,  and  the  others  who  claimed  the  horses  f 

Answer.  The  man  who  died  lived,  I  think,  eight  miles  from  Pontotoc ;  Sadler  lived 
about  the  same  distance ;  Pegues  lived  about  four  miles  away. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Did  they  all  live  in  the  same  general  direction  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  all  lived  in  the  same  direction — out  in  the  northwestern  portion  of 
the  county.  Hardin  lived  about  six  or  seven  miles  distant,  and  Braddon,  who  claimed 
the  other  horse,  lived  about  ten  or  twelve  miles  away ;  the  nearest  man  we  knew  of 
was  Pegues. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesUan,  What  vUlagee  are  in  the  uorthwestem  part  of  the  county  f 

Anmcer,  There  are  no  villages ;  there  is  a  place  called  Poplar  Springs,  where  there  ia 

a  store,  and  Cherry  Creek,  where  there  are  two  stores ;  Cherrj-  Creek  itself  is  aboat 

seven  miles  from  Pontotoc,  and  the  stores  eight  miles. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qi^stion,  In  the  early  part  of  your  testimony  yon  spoke  about  the  teachers  who  were 
visited ;  bad  you  employed  those  teachers  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  According  to  the  law  of  Mississippi  there  are  five  school  directors 
appointed  in  each  connty,  and  a  county  superintendent  of  education.  The  duty  of  the 
county  superintendent  is  to  examine  teachers  and  give  them  a  certificate  of  compe- 
tency;  they  then  go  before  the  five  directors,  who  fix  their  salaries  and  emplov  them. 


make  the  statement  in  mt  paper)  that  there  were  eleven,  including  ladies,  who  were 
republicans,  and  all  the  others  were  democrats.  There  were  sixty-four  schools,  I  think, 
established  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc — twelve  colored  schools  and  fifty-two  wlute 
schools.    There  were  only  eleven  republican  teachers;  all  the  others  were  democrats. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Were  some  of  the  democratic  teachers  warned  as  well  as  the  repnblicaDS  T 
Answer.  Only  one  republican  teacher  was  warned;  all  the  rest  were  democrats. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  of  them  were  warned  ? 

Answer.  Four,  that  I  heard  of. 

^estion.  What  did  they  state  to  you  as  the  substance  of  the  warning  that  was  given 
to  them  ? 

Answer.  That  they  must  stop  teaching  or  they  would  be  called  ui)on  again,  and  if 
called  upon  the  second  time  they  would  be  **  dealt  with."  Those  were  about  the  words 
they  used. 

Question.  Were  those  te^wjhers  of  white  or  colored  schools  ? 

Answer.  In  every  instance  they  were  teachers  of  colored  schools. 
,   Question.  What  do  you  understand  was  the  meaning  of  their  being  told  that  their 
"  grandpa  "  wanted  to  see  them  t    Who  was  understood  to  be  the  person  so  designated  T 

Answer.  The  "  s^raudpa  "  is  the  cyclops,  or  head  of  the  company  of  Ku-Klux.  He  is 
the  head  man  among  them,  who  does  all  the  talking. 

Question.  Is  that  understood  to  be  his  designation  as  used  in  their  raids  f 

Ansioer.  That  is  what  they  call  the  head  man  among  them. 

Question.  Were  any  school-houses  burned  in  your  county  ? 

Answer.  None  were  burned  in  my  co^inty  that  I  heard  of. 

Qu^iion.  When  were  these  visitations  made  to  the  school-teachers  f 

Aimcer.  My  impression  is  that  Mr.  Smith's  school  lacked  a  month  and  three  weeks  of 
completing  the  term.  A  school  month  is  twenty  davs.  His  school  must  have  been 
stopped  ai^ut  the  Ist  of  May  or  the  latter  part  of  April. 

QuestMn.  Of  this  year  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  called  ^n  him  first.  He  consulted  with  me,  and  I  told  him 
that  I  would  continue.  They  called  upon  him  again  and  used  such  threats  as  deterred 
him,  and  he  stopped  the  school.  It  it  said  now — I  do  not  know  the  truth  of  it — that 
they  inflicted  corporal  punishment  upon  him ;  but  he  is  a  very  proud  man,  and  he  de- 
nied it  to  me.  I  hardly  think  they  did  it,  though  it  is  generally  believed  there  that 
they  did  inflict  corporal  punishment  upon  him  on  the  second  visit.  But  he  did  not 
stop  his  school  the  first  time  he  was  called  upon.  They  called  upon  him  a  second  time ; 
and  then  he  told  me  he  could  not  stand  it ;  that  they  used  such  threats  toward  him 
that  tiiey  deterred  him. 

Question.  Did  he  communicate  to  you  the  reason  they  gave  for  making  that  demand 
upon  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  they  were  determined  that  there  should  be  no  colored 
schools  kept;  that  they  intended  to  break  un  every  one  of  them  in  the  State;  that  it 
was  useless  to  contend  about  it ;  that  they  snonld  be  stopi^ed.  At  some  other  points 
where  they  went — I  state  this  as  a  hearsay  testimony — at  some  other  places  they  called 
upon  persons  who  were  not  school- teachei's  to  intimidate  them.  One  white  man  they 
took  into  a  swamp  about  a  mile  off,  and  I  have  -no  doubt  they  punished  him  very 
severely.  They  went  into  a  negro  house  and  danced  about  on  the  floor,  exhibiting  their 

iKstols,  and  said  the  whole  question  was  between  the  Loyal  Leagues  and  the  Ku-Elux. 
state  to  this  committee  that  there  has  never  been  a  Loyal  League  in  Pontotoc 
County.  I  know  this  is  so.  I  never  was  in  a  Loyal  League  in  my  life ;  I  know  nothing 
about  them ;  there  has  never  been  one  in  my  county.    But  these  men  said  the  Govern 
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ment  was  afiraid  of  them ;  that  the  conrts  could  not  touch  them ;  that  they  Trere  too 
strong;  and  that  a  democratic  President  should  he  elected  in  lSf73;  that  they  were 
determined  npon  that.  '^ 

Qnestion,  According  to  your  information^  to  what  extent  have  visits  been  made  by 
men  in  disguise  in  that  county  or  in  acHoiniug  counties  ? 

An9wer.  Well,  sir,  they  have  been  riding  in  that  county  more  or  less  for  the  last  six 
or  eight  months;  but  of  late  they  have  ridden  more  frequently.  There  is  such  a  reign 
of  terror  there  now  that  persons  whose  backs  are  cut  all  to  pieces  will  actually  deny 
that  they  have  been  whipped  by  them. 

Qumtion,  What  are  they  afraid  of? 

Answer,  They  are  afraid  of  being  killed.  These  men  tell  them  that  if  they  ever  dis- 
close the  matter,  or  say  a  word  about  it,  they  will  kill  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qii««tton.  If  these  persons  whose  backs  are  lacerated  do  not  tell,  how  do  you  ascer- 
tain the  fact  f 

Ammcer.  Because  they  have  returned  back  to  their  families,  and  they  have  seen  their 
clothing  and  their  shirts. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Questwn,  Have  you  met  with  any  persons  who  have  been  the  victims  of  these  out- 
rages? 

Answer.  I  have  met  with  no  one  who  admitted  to  me  that  he  had  been  whipped.  I 
have  talked  with  several  who  said  they  had  been  taken  out  and  threatened,  but  they 
did  not  admit  that  they  were  whipped. 

Quiatian.  Did  those  men  who  said  that  they  had  been  taken  out  and  threatened 
describe  the  appeairance  of  the  men  who  did  it? 

Answer,  Thby  said  they  could  tell  nothing  about  them ;  they  were  all  disguised  wifh 
a  white  stripe  down  their  pantaloons,  or  wore  dark  clothing,  with  a  mask.  I  never 
yet  met  one  who  said  he  knew  the  voice  of  any  of  these  men,  excepting  a  man  named 
Maffit.  He  is  a  very  strong  democrat,  from  South  Carolina — a  man  of  great  firmness. 
He  was  teaching  a  negro  scnool,  and  he  said  he  knew  the  voice  of  some  men  who  called 
upon  him ;  that  this  man  Hardin  was  one  of  them.  It  seems  that  two  men  spoke  to  him. 

Question.  What  is  Mr.  Mafiit^s  full  name  f 

Answer.  I  domot  know  his  full  name ;  I  have  very  little  acquaintance  with  him.  Ho 
applied  to>me  for  a  position  as  teacher ;  I  found  liim  competent,  and  gave  him  a  cer- 
tificate, and  I  only  saw  him  afterward  when  he  came  to  complain  about  this  matter. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  now  f 

Answer.  Within  four  mUes  of  Pontotoc  Town ;  his  post  office  is  at  Pontotoc.  He  said, 
I  think,  that  after  this  head  man  had  given  him  his  orders,  one  of  the  party  asked  for 
a  drink  of  water,  and  the  man  who  asked  for  the  drink  of  water,  he  said,  was  named 
Hardin.  You  asked  about  other  schools  that  they  stopped.  I  know  of  a  school  that 
they  stopped  in  Union  County.  Union  was  a  part  of  Pontotoc  until  the  legislature 
changed  it  last  year.  They  stopped  a  school  there,  a  negro  school,  kept  by  a  young 
man  named  Newsham. 

Qnestion.  Did  Mafflt  tell  you  that  he  recognized  one  man  as  Hardin  before  you  had 
discovered  Hardin's  connection  with  this  transaction  in  your  own  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  conversation  with  Mr.  Maffit,  or  Moffit — I  really  do  not  know 
his  precise  name — ^took  place  some  two  or  three  weeks  before  they  came  to  Pontotoc, 
and  he  told  me  then  that  Hardin  was  one  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Did  Mr.  Mafi&t  quit  teaching  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Smith,  the  man  who  was  visited  twice,  was  the  man  who  quit 
teaehing. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  is  Smith  now  f 

Answer,  Up  there  near  Cherry  Creek. 

Question,  What  is  his  full  name  f 

Ansicer.  Minot  Smith. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  the  names  of  any  other  teachers  who  wore  visited  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  John  Huntingdon  was  warned  by  a  letter  or  note.  They  called 
when  he  was  not  at  home,  and  they  left  a  note  where  he  was  staying.  Mr.  Scales  was 
called  npon.  His  school  was  out  the  very  day  they  called  ;  they  called  on  Friday,  aud 
his  school  had  expired  that  day.  The  four  teachers  who  were  called  upon  were  Scales, 
Hui^tingdon,  Smith,  and  MaMt. 

Questum.  Withiij  what  period  of  time  were  these  visita  to  those  four  teachers  f 

Answer.  They  called  on  Mafflt,  I  think,  about  a  week  or  two  before  they  called  on  any 
other  teacher ;  but  after  the  second  visit  to  Smith  these  others  followed  very  rapidly.* 
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Question,  Was  the  viait  to  Smith  in  the  befirinning  of  the  month  of  May  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Smith  had  stopped  his  school  before  May. 

Question,  Can  von  fix  the  period  within  which  the  four  teachers  were  called  upon  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  possibly  Huntingdon,  the  last  one  who  was  chilled  on,  was  called 
on  in  May.  I  think  the  others  must  have  been  in  the  latter  part  of  April,  and  that  was 
the  time  when  the  second  visit  was  made  to  Smith,  though  the  furst  had  been  a  week 
or  two  before. 

Question,  Can  you  assign  any  other  cause  for  their  intended  visit  to  you  thanyonrde- 
nunciations  of  these  proceedings  against  the  schools  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  am  a  very  decided  man  in  my  political  opinions ;  I  think  that 
you,  Mr.  Chairman,  who  are  acquainted  with  me,  will  probably  bear  me  out  in  saying 
that  I  am  very  independent,  and  speak  and  write  just  what  I  think.  Thei'e  has  beeu 
some  feeling  against  me  to  a  considerable  extent  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc.  In  the 
town  of  Pontotoc,  where  I  live,  that  feeling  has  measurably  worn  away,  and  I  have  a 
good  many  personal  friends  there  among  the  democrats  and  some  in  the  county.  But 
the  charge  they  make  in  the  country  is  that  I  want  to  put  the  negro  over  the  white 
roan.  Of  course  I  need  not  say  to  this  committee  that  that  is  false ;  I  never  in  my  Ufo 
thought  of  such  a  thin^  as  pnttiug  one  citizen  above  another  in  any  way ;  but  that  is 
the  charge  they  made  m  the  country.  There  was  a  feeling  against  me  growing  out  of 
mv  political  opinions.  This  feeling  exists  there  not  only  against  me,  but  against  all 
otner  republicans ;  and  there  are  some  white  republicans  in  my  county. 

Question.  You  have  been  publishing  a  republican  newspaper  at  Pontotoc  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  called  "  Equal  Rights.'' 

Question.  Have  you  done  more  in  publishing  your  paper  or  expressing  your  political 
sentiments  than  to  advocate  firmly  the  principles  in  which  ^on  believe  f 

Answer,  I  have  advocated  in  my  paper  loyalty  to  the  United  States  as  a  paramoaut 
obligation  upon  the  citizen;  I  have  urged  compliance  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United 
States,  and  the  right  of  every  citizen  under  that  Constitution.  That  is  about  the  extent 
to  which  I  have  gone.  In  that  I  have  claimed  the  right  for  every  colored  man  to  send 
his  children  to  the  same  schools  as  white  persons  do.  But  when  I  accepted  the  ap- 
pointment of  county  superintendent  of  education,  I  accepted  it  with  the  full  determi- 
nation to  carry  out,  and  have  carried  out,  the  law,  as  I  understood  its  intention,  which 
was  to  keep  up  separate  schools. 

Question,  Did  you  organize  separate  schools  f 

Anstoer.  I  did  organize  separate  schools  in  every  instance ;  I  never  attempted  to  put 
negroes  and  whites  together.  I  say  to  you  very  candidly  that  my  individual  opinion  is 
that  when  children  can  play  together,  as  black  and  white  children  do,  I  see  no  reasoa 
why  it  would  poison  them  to  go  to  school  together. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  While  yon  have  organized  separate  schools,  yon  have  been  a  very  firm  and 
independent  advocate  of  mixed  schools  in  your  paper  f 

Ansicer.  When  I  took  charge  of  affairs  as  snperintendent  of  education  of  the  county, 
I  carried  out  strictly  the  law  and  kept  the  schools  separate.  Governor  Alcorn  and 
myself  got  into  a  controversy  with  reference  to  the  opinions  which  I  expressed  about 
the  right  of  the  citizen,  black  or  white,  to  send  his  children  to  the  University  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Question.  Then  you  were  realljr  writing  in  your  paper  against  the  law  of  Mississippi  f 

Anstoer,  There  is  no  law  of  Mississippi  prohibitmg  mixed  schools. 

Question.  I  think  you  stated  that  the  law  was  understood  to  provide  for  separate 
schools. 

Ansicer.  I  will  explain  that.  In  the  whol^  law  there  are  no  distinctions  made,  but 
it  gees  on  to  say  that  upon  application  of  parents  or  guardians  representing  twenty- 
five  children  of  school  age,  separate  schools  may  be  established ;  and  that  we  consider 
to  be  the  intention  of  the  law — to  establish  separate  schools.  But  that  had  no  refer- 
ence to  the  University  of  Mississippi.  I  was  silent  in  my  paper  on  the  subject  until 
the  professors  of  Oxford  College  wrote,  over  their  own  signatures,  and  had  published,  a 
letter  in  which  they  said  that  whenever  a  boy  applied  for  admission  into  the  Univer- 
sity of  Mississippi,  they  would  look  into  his  face,  and  if  they  discovered  that  he  had 
negro  blood,  they  would  refuse  him  admission.  Governor  Alcorn  came  out  and  in- 
dorsed that  letter.  All  this  that  I  now  tell  yon  was  long  after  I  had  commenced  edit- 
ing the  paper.  I  had  edited  the  paper  a  year  before,  and  had  never  made  any  reference 
to  the  schools ;  but  when  Governor  Alcorn  indorsed  the  letter  of  those  professors.  I 
came  out  in  my  paper  and  demanded  the  right  of  the  citizen  to  send  his  children  to 
the  University  of  Mississippi.  ' 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Had  the  advocacy  of  that  opinion  anything  to  do  with  the  hostility  evinoed 
toward  you  by  this  visit  of  the  Ku-Kluxf 
Answer.  Well|  I  do  not  know  how  far  that  might  have  influenced  them ;  but  I  will 
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say  that  my  coarse,  as  Buperintendent  of  ednoation,  gave  entire  satisfaction ,  so  far  as 


that  under  the  law  a  negro  coold  have  been  prevented  from  entering  any  of  the 
schools;  but  it  was  understood'that  the  meaning  of  that  portion  of  the  law  which  said 
there  mi^ht  be  separate  schools  established  was  that  we  should '  establish  separate 
schools  for  negroes  and  for  white  persons. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  ^ 

QuesHoH,  In  that  discussion  as  to  whether  colored  persons  should  be  admitt>ed  to  the 
University,  did  you  not  go  into  the  question  at  large  and  advocate  mixed  schools 
generally  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  did  not.  I  have  a  distinct  recoUectioa  about  that.  After  Smith's 
school  had  b^n  stopped  and  others  ordered  to  stop,  I  then  for  the  first  time  (and  it 
has  been  since  the  hrst  of  May  of  the  present  year)  came  out  and  said  in  my  paper  sub- 
stantiidly  this :  that,  in  deference  to  tne  declaj'ations  of  the  democratic  party  ill  Missis- 
sippi, the  republican  party  had  instituted  separate  eichools ;  that  as  an  individual  Ibad 
pretermitted  that  question  and  was  willing  to  pretermit  it,  but  that  I  never  had 
believed  in  that  principle ;  that  I  now  was  fully  satisfied  of  what  I  had  before  believed, 
that  the  democratic  party  did  not  intend  the  negro  should  be  educated  under  any 
circamstances ;  and  I,  therefore,  demanded  the  repeal  of  the  law  which  permitted  the 
establishment  of  separate  schools;  I  demanded  that  all  the  schools  should  be  open  for 
all  children,  whether  black  or  white.  This,  however,  was  after  my  schools  had  been 
stopped,  but  before  they  visited  me — before  they  came  to  Pontotoc.  In  the  controversy 
between  Governor  ^com  and  myself  growing  out  of  the  question  of  the  Mississippi 
University,  I  took  occasion  frequently  to  say  that  I  was  willing  to  pretermit  the  ques- 
tion, and  was  willing  to  try  the  system  of  separate  schools  as  then  established ;  but  as 
there  was  but  one  co  liege  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  I  demanded  the  right  of  the 
negro  to  enter  that  college  if  he  was  prepared  to  do  so,  because  there  was  but  one  in- 
stitntion  of  that  sort  there. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesHim,  Then  whatever  may  have  been  your  individual  opinion  as  to  the  rights  of 
the  races,  yon  had  in  practice,  as  county  superintendent,  organized  separate  schools  f 

Answer,  1  had. 
.  Queaii&^i.  You  had  organized  no  mixed  schools  at  all  f 

Anttwer,  No  mixed  scnools  at  all. 

Question,  And  any  expression  of  sentiment  which  you  had  printed  in  your  paper  had 
gone  no  further  than  the  discussion  of  the  question  with  reference  to  the  University  T 

Answer,  It  was  confined  simply  to  the  University  of  Mississippi.  The  professors  had 
put  out  that  letter,  and  Grovemor  Alcorn  had  indorsed  it. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

(Question,  Did  you  understand  that  your  course  in  regard  to  establishing  schools  there 
met  the  approbation  of  the  democratic  party  as  well  as  the  republicans! 

Answer,  I  think  I  may  say  without  hesitation  that  the  teachers  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  schools  were  established  met  the  approbation  of  the  people  generally. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Yon  do  not  refer  to  the  discussion  in  your  paper  as  being  generally  approved  f 
Answer,  Oh,  no,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Your  establishment  of  separate  school»  for  blacks  and  whites  met  the 
approbation  of  the  democratic  party  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  my  general  management  of  the  schools  met  the  approbation  of 
all  parties,  I  believe.  Of  course,  my  opinions  as  expressed  in  my  paper  in  reference  to 
the  rights  of  the  colored  citizens,  and  the  loyalty  which  I  attempted  to  impress  upon 
^e  citizens  toward  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  did  not  meet  with  the  appro- 
bation of  a  large  portion  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  In  that  portion  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  in  which  you  reside,  is  a  man  who 
entertains  republican  sentiments  (I  use  the  word  *^  republiean "  in  its  party  sense)  at 
liberty  to  express  and  advocate  his  opinions  without  fear  of  personal  violence  T 

Answer,  He  cannot  do  it.  And  that  is  the  great  difficulty  that  the  republican  party 
labors  under,  not  only  in  Mississippi,  but  in  all  the  Southern  States.  Most  of  the  negro 
population  who  are  grown  were  Blaves  a  few  years  ago,  and  there  are  but  few  of  them 
"wuo  can  read.  Documents  whicn  you  may  send  never  reach  them.  The  only  way  in 
which  they  can  possibly  be  reached  is  by  oral  communication ,  in  other  words,  by 
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gatheriBg  them  together.  Toa  cannot  go  to  every  man's  hoase;  that  i» impossible: 
and  the  only  way  you  can  reach  the  colored  population  is  to  collect  them  in  a  body  and 
address  speeches  to  them.  You  cannot  reach  them  in  any  other  way.  They  cannot 
read.  Many  of  them  wonld  have  taken  my  paper,  and  said  to  me  that  they  wanted  to  do 
so,  but  neither  themselves  nor  their  children  could  read  it.  I  said  to  them  that  it  would 
be  foolish  to  t>ake  the  paper  when  they  could  not  read  it.  There  is  but  that  one  way  in 
which  you  can  reach  the  colored  population  of  Mississippi  or  any  other  State ;  and  we 
are  excluded  from  meeting  them  in  that  way.  It  is  im{)os8ible.  I  went  round  myself 
in  1868,  and  know  the  violence  that  was  committed  at  different  points  where  we  spoke. 
At  one  place,  Clark^a  candidate  for  county  superintendent,  had  his  leff  broken.  At 
another  place  where  I  staid  allnij^ht  after  making  a  political  speech,  they  called  out 
Dr.  Kerr,  and  he  was  shot  out  in  his  own  ys^d.  At  other  places  meetings  were  broken 
up.  That  was  in  1868.  It  is  a  matter  of  impossibility  now  for  me  or  any  other  repub- 
lican to  go  out  in  that  way  And  freely  discuss  the  doctrines  of  the  republican  party. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Was  not  a  candidate  for  Congress  shot  there  in  1868  f 
Answer.  You  refer  to  Barry :  that  occurrence  was  later;  he  was  shot,  I  think,  in  1869. 
We  had  an  election  there  for  State  officers,  and  afterward  he  was  shot. 
Questum,  It  was  during  his  canvass  for  Congress  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Is  this  intolerance  the  general  sentiment  of  the  community  there,  or  is  it 
enforced  by  means  of  any  jorgauiz^  body  of  men  T 

Answer.  To  say  that  every  democrat  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  would  be  opposed  to 
discussion  is  more  than  I  would  do.  I  know  some  very  liberal  gentlemen  there  belong- 
ing to  the  democratic  party,  for  whom  I  have  a  very  high  appreciation ;  bnt  they  can- 
not control  public  sentiment  there.  The  active  efforts  to  prevent  free  discussion  and 
get  up  these  difficulties  originate,  I  think,  with  members  of  these  societies,  and  they 
are  sympathized  with  outside.  The  night  that  this  difficulty  took  place  in  Pontotoc 
town,  and  earlv  next  morning  when  I  was  about  there,  I  thought  the  sentiment  of  the 
whole  people  there  was  in  favor  of  law  and  order ;  but  before  that  night  the  sentiment 
changed,  and  from  that  time  up  to  the  time  when  I  left  home  their  sympathies  were 
altogether  with  these  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  The  night  that  the  attack  was  made  on  you,  were  not  all  the  men  who 
stood  by  and  aided  yon  to  fight  these  people  democrats,  except  Judge  Pollard  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  am  not  sure  what  politics  Mr.  Todd  claims  to  be ;  but  I  think 
that  I  may  say  they  w^ere  all  democrats,  except  Judge  Pollard,  whom  I  consider  as  a 
very  weak-kneed  republican ;  he  is  one  of  the  Alcorn  republicans. 

Question.  They  did  stand  by  you  and  took  the  chances  of  the  fight  as  well  as  yourself  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Even  Pollard  was  pretty  nearly  a  democrat,  according  to  your  view  ? 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  he  does  not  clami  to  be  a  democrat ;  bnt  I  do  not  recognize  him 
a  very  strong  republican.    He  claims  to  be  one.    He  is  one  of  Alcorn's  appointees. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  • 

Qtiestion,  That  was  the  only  time  you  ever  had  occasion  to  call  those  men  into  active 
service  to  preserve  law  and  order  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir.  I  was  the  last  man  that  got  there.  I  live  in  a  rather  isolated  por- 
tion of  the  town.  I  was  called  up  by  these  men.  They  were  all  young  men  except 
Pollard.  He  did  not  live  there.  He  is  about  thirty-five  or  forty ;  the  ouiers  are  right 
young  men ;  I  suppose  the  oldest  of  them  is  not  more  than  twenty-four.  They  were 
warm  Mends  of  mine — are  really  very  friendly  to  me.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
considered  it  particularly  defending  me  or  not.  I  think  they  disapproved  of  those  kind 
of  men  goin^  alx>ut.  They  had  heard  of  it,  and  I  think  they  disapproved  of  it;  and  I 
think  they  disapprove  of  it  yet ;  for  I  will  assure  you  that  almost  ever  since  this  thing 
has  occurred  those  young  men  have  had  to  take  it  by  turns  and  watch  the  town ;  for 
threatening  messages  and  anonymous  letters  are  coming  in  through  the  post  office 
signed  Eu-Klux.  Those  young  men  have  continued  to  take  it  by  turns  and  watch  the 
town  until  they  are  completely  exhausted. 

Question.  If  any  of  your  citizens  there,  those  young  men  or  yourself^  were  attacked 
6y  disgnised  men,  would  not  the  great  bulk  of  the  citizens,  regardless  of  party,  stand 
by  and  fight  for  the  defense  of  your  citizens  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  after  mentioning  over  a  few  young  men,  I  think  I  could  name  very 
few  others  who  would  fight  in  that  way.  I  think  there  were  citizens  called  upon  that 
night  who  refused  to  come  out ;  for  long  before  these  gentlemen  came  to  me  they  had 
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^one  aDd  awj^ened  otlier  citizens,  and  many  relVised  to  come  ont — wonid  not  come  ont 
at  all — would  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  and  not  a  single  citizen  of  the 
town  came  ont  till  afterward,  excepting  these  few  yodng  men  who  happened  to  be 
playing  a  game  of  eucher  around  at  the  jail.  They  afterward  complained  that  their 
condnct  had  been  so  much  disapproved  of.  I  remember  an  expression  made  by  Col- 
onel Fountain's  son,  which  was  repeated  to  me.  Colonel  Fountain's  sou,  Charles,  who 
was  a  young  man,  was  not  at  the  firing  because  he  had  gone  to  wake  his  father  up ; 
when  they  sent  for  me  they  sent  for  Colonel  F<mntain  also ;  Colonel  Fountain  told  me 
that  his  son  told  him  that  the  pressure  of  public  opinion  was  so  strong  against  him 
that  he  became  very  angry,  and  said  that  if  the  Kn-Klux  were  to  come  that  night  to 
Pontotoc,  he  did  not  believe  be  could  raise  eight  men  who  would  defend  the  town. 
His  father  then  told  him  to  go  around  and  make  inquiries.  That  evening  I  think  he 
iras  better  satisfied ;  he  had  found  about  fifteen  who  agreed  to  stand  up  and  defend 
the  town  if  these  men  came  there  again.  But  the  older  citizens,  gray-headed  men — 
men  who  control  public  opinion — were  making  all  sorts  of  excuses.  They  said  that 
these  men  did  not  intend  to  do  anything  wrong,  that  they  were  just  on  a  little  spree : 
that  an  organization  of  'hat  sort  was  very  necessary,  and  they  thought  it  a  very  good 
institution ;  that  they  had  no  business  to  be  shot  on  ;  that  they  considered  it  murder. 
8ome  men  from  the  country  came  in  and  said  they  would  be  organized  and  would  come 
in  again.  There  was  a  letter  sent  to  me ;  I  could  have  brought  that  letter,  but  it  was 
very  profane  and  obscene  in  every  way.  It  was  signed  "  Ku-Klux."  It  was  sent  to 
me  while  I  was  sick.  They  said  they  would  come  again ;  that  there  were  seven  thou- 
Hand  and  more  of  them.  It  was  all  great  stuff;  there  was  a  great  deal  of  profanity  in 
it.  They  wrote  another  letter  telling  the  young  men  that  they  had  a  certain  object  in 
"View,  which  was  to  get  me  and  all  others  out  of  the  way ;  that  if  they  would  keep 
their  beds  they  would  not  be  interfered  with,  but  that  if  they  came  out  they  did  not 
Intend  to  run  away  any  more ;  that  they  would  come  strong  enough  the  next  time  to 
-whip  out  the  town.    That  was  a  letter  written  to  one  of  the  young  men  of  the  town. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUan.  What  effect  have  these  proceedings  had  on  the  sense  of  security  among 
people  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  my  brother-in-law,  Captain  Cullins,  who  was  a  co-editor  of  mine, 
has  removed  about  nineteen  miles  from  where  I  live.  When  I  became  sick  my  wife  sent 
ibr  him.  He  told  me  (this  was  on  Sunday)  that  as  he  was  coming  along  he  met  four 
men,  all  of  whom  are  reported  to  be  Ku-Klux ;  they  are  suspected  to  be  so ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  they  are  or  not.  He  said  that  when  they  saw  him,  two  of  them  put 
their  bauds  behind  them  to  their  pistols ;  he  also  laid  his  hand  on  his  pistol,  and  they 
passed,  saying  nothing.  He  knew  them  well,  and  they  did  not  speak  to  him.  He  had 
lieard  of  threats  made  against  him.  He  had  not  gone  very  far  before  two  more  passed 
him,  and  went  on  very  rapidly.  Ho  then  turned  out  of  the  road  and  cut  across  the 
coantry.  He  did  not  think  it  was  safe  for  him  there.  I  myself  do  not  suppose  it  would 
bo  safe  for  me.  Sheriff  Bell  himself,  the  sheriff'  of  the  county,  does  not  believe  that  he 
conld  safely  go  to  many  parts  of  the  county.  I  do  not  apprehend  that  they  might  come 
openly,  but  f  think  they  would  assassinate.  There  is  a  feeling  of  entire  insecurity  ex- 
isting there  now.  When  I  came  to  Cupola,  on  my  way  here,  my  friends  thought  it  un- 
safe for  me  to  come  alone,  and  they  insisted  upon  accompanying  me.  There  were 
United  States  soldiers  there,  but  I  would  not  have  them  as  a  guard.  I  have  an  utter 
contempt  for  the  idea  of  not  being  able  to  walk  about  without  having  a  parcel  of 
soldiers  following  m^.  Two  of  my  friends  accompanied  me  to  the  depot,  but  I  did  not 
want  thorn  to  do  so.  I  have  no  idea  that  I  can  safely  go  into  certain  portions  of  Pon- 
totoc Connty ;  it  would  be  impossible. 

Queetiom,  l^m  the  obsen^ations  which  you  h<..ve  made  there  in  your  capacity  as 
county  superintendent,  and  from  other  information  which  you  have  derived  while  re- 
siding  in  that  oounty,  have  you  any  doubt  as  to  the  existence  of  an  organization  known 
as  £n-Klnx  T 

Antwer.  None  in  the  world.  They  not  onl^  exist  there,  but  they  exist  in  other 
counties.  I  understood  that  they  hsid  reorganized  since  this  difficulty,  and  they  were 
riding  again  in  the  county  a  few  nights  beiore  I  left  home.  After  this  difficulty  on  the 
13th  of  May.  there  had  been  no  riding  there  until  a  few  days  before  I  left  home. 

Question,  Are  there  any  instances,  so  ffo*  as  you  know,  in  which  persons  belonging  to 
the  democratic  party  have  been  visited  by  them  or  threatened,  except  these  teachers 
of  colored  schools  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none. 

Question.  You  stated  you  went  to  Mississippi  in  1856.  Where  hod  you  lived  before 
thatf 

Answer.  In  Georgia ;  I  was  bom  there.  Howell  Cobb,  who  used  to  be  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Representatives,  was  my  cousin. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Question.  Did  not  your  family  come  originally  firom  Virginia  f 
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Answer.  My  father  was  bom  in  Prince  Edward's  County,  Virginift.  My  great-grand- 
father was  a  Huguenot,  who  left  France  at  the  revocation  ot  the  edict  of  Nan  tea  by- 
Louis  XIV.  Some  of  my  uncles,  I  believe,  were  Kentnckians ;  but  I  think  they  have 
all  died. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Qxiestion,  Repeat  the  names  of  your  uncles. 

Ansicer.  John  James  was  one  of  my  uncles ;  also  Matthew ;  there  was  a  David,  too. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  place  named  Cupola  to  which  you  came  on  your  way  to 
Washington.    Is  that  a  railroad  station  f 

Ansioei'.  Yes,  sir  pt  is  in  Lee  County ;  it  is  the  nearest  railroad  and  telegraph  station 
to  Pontotoc  Town.    There  is  no  i*ailroad  to  Pontotoc  Town. 

Question.  That  is  the  station  at  which  you  took  the  train  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu4ssiion.  You  spoke  of  friends  accompanying  you  for  your  protection. 

Answer.  They  were  not  satisfied  to  have  me  come  alone.  The  cars  leave  at  10  o'clock 
at  night.  At  3  o'clock  I  found  one  of  my  friends  on  horseback,  determined  to  come 
with  me  anyhow  ;  and  another  one  also  came  with  me. 

Question.  Who  is  Sheriff  Bell? 

Ansu^'.  His  name  is  William  Bell.    He  is  a  gentleman  bom,  I  think,  in  that  county-. 

Question.  An  old  citizen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  about  forty  years  old. 

Question.  You  speak  of  a  letter  threatening  that  these  men  would  come  to  town  in 
force  strong  enough  to  overcome  it.    When  was  that  letter  received  t 

Ansu^\  There  were  two  letters.  One  wa«  received  by  my  family  while  I  was  sick, 
some  time  during  the  present  month,  and  the  other  was  received  by  a  young  man  about 
the  same  time.    I  think  it  was  probably  the  third  or  fourth,  or  fifth  of  this  month. 

Question.  You  say  that  in  selecting  school-teachers  generally  no  distinction  of  party 
was  made ;  was  any  distinction  made  in  selecting  teachers  for  the  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Qu^tion.  What  happened  to  be  the  politics  of  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools ; 
what  was  their  politics  generally  f 

Answer.  There  were  three  ladies  from  Michigan  who  taught  colored  schools.  Two 
of  them  had  been  there  teaching  the  negroes,  and  we  afterward  employed  them  when 
this  system  went  into  operation.  Another  teacher  was  Mr.  Lippincott,  who  was  with 
Reynolds  in  Texas.    I  presume  he  is  a  republican,  though  I  never  asked  him. 

Question.  Were  the  others  all  democrats? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  Mr.  Huntington;  he  is  a  republican ;  he  is  a  native  of  that 
Stat«.    But  Mr.  Smith,  the  two  Mr.  Scales,  and  Mr.  Maffit  were  all  democrats. 

Question.  It  happened  then  that  the  majority  of  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools 
were  democrats  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  will  state  further  that  I  rejected  but  three  applicants,  and 
one  of  them  was  a  negro.  There  was  only  one  ne^o  teacher  in  the  whole  county.  I 
rejected  one  negro  applicant.  I  examined  him  twice  at  his  own  request,  and  he  could 
not  stand  the  examination.  I  reckon  he  supposed  I  would  take  him  anyhow  because 
he  was  a  negro.    Out  of  the  whole  of  those  teachers  there  was  but  one  colored  teacher. 

Question.  How  is  the  University  of  Mississippi  maintained  ? 

Answer.  By  taxation  upon  the  people,  and  by  appropriations  hitherto  made  of  the 
public  funds.  Some  $35,000  is  paid  to  professors  annually.  That  is  what  was  paid 
when  there  were  about  three  hundred  students.  There  are  now  but  seventy  students ; 
but  the  same  number  of  professors  is  kept,  and  the  same  pay  given  to  them.  I  have 
no  idea  that  a  single  colored  boy  in  Mississippi  is  competent  to  enter  the  coUe^.  I  do 
not  believe  there  is  one  such.  Although  Grovernor  Alcorn  has  had  an  appropnation  of 
$5,000  made  to  establish  a  colored  university,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  colored 
boy  in  Mississippi  capable  of  entering  the  freshman  class  of  any  college  unless  it  may 
be  some  one  who  has  been  imported :  there  is  none  native  there.  The  education  of  the 
negroes  is,  however,  progressing.  We  have  boys  in  our  county  who  are  studying 
geography,  and  getting  along  pretty  well  in  arithmetic. 

Question.  What  is  the  colored  vote  of  Pontotoc  County  f 

Answer.  The  registered  colored  vote  is  464  I  think. 
Question.  What  is  the  registered  white  vote  f 

Anstoer.  I  cannot  answer  that  question  as  positively  as  I  would  wish,  because  Union 
County  has  been  made  from  a  part  of  our  county.  I  think  the  registered  white  vote 
would  be  over  1,700  now. 

Questioti.  How  was  it  in  1869,  when  yon  had  your  last  election  T 

Ansiper.  In  1869  the  colored  vote  was  a  little  over  500,  and  the  white  vote  was  S,300, 
or  a  little  over. 

Question.  Mr.  Alcorn  carried  the  county  ? 

Aiuncer.  Yes,  sir ;  ho  carried  that  county. 

Question.  1  infer  there  must  be  a  considerable  white  republican  vote  there. 
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An9ieer,  Well,  there  were  a  great  many  democrats  wlio  did  not  exactly  approve  the 
nomination  of  Jndffe  Dent;  and  then  a  large  number  of  men  who  were  originally  **  old- 
line  whigs,"  bnt  who  now  act  with  the  conservativo  or  democratic  party,  who  do  not 
claim  to  D6  republicans  at  all,  voted  for  Alcorn. 

Question,  Both  the  candidates  professed  to  be  republicans  f 

Answer.  Tee,  sir.  Dent  was  put  up  by  the  democrats,  but  I  believe  he  was  a  repub- 
lican. In  the  county  of  Pontotoc,  as  it  now  stands,  there  are  probably  200  whito 
republican  votes — probably  more  than  in  any  other  county.  I  have  l»een  working  very 
hard  there ;  and  I  think  there  are  about  200  reliable  white  republican  votes  in  that 
county. 

QuestUm.  So  far  as  circumstances  seemed  to  Identify  them,  to  what  class  of  citizens 
clid  these  young  men  belong  who  were  in  the  gang  that  made  the  attack  on  Pontotoc  f 

Anmcer,  Dill^rd  was  of  an  obscure  and  poor  family.  In  fact,  almost  all  of  us  are 
poor  now,  comparatively  speaking ;  but  he  was  what  you  might  call  ignorant.  The 
ijamily  of  Pegues  are  very  respectable,  as  much  so  as  any  in  the  county. 

Queaiion.  Property -holders? 

Aftewer,  Very  good  livers — well  off,  having  enough.  Sadlei'^s  father  is  one  of  the 
most  respectable  men  in  that  county. 

Quegtian,  Is  he  a  land-holder  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  he  has  a  good  support.  Hardin  is  not  much.  Braddon  was  a  man 
of  not  much  force.  I  am  sx>eaking  of  the  five  whose  horses  were  there.  I  do  not  like 
to  speak  of  any  others.  As  far  as  we  could  find  out  from  the  horses,  we  identified 
thoee  men  as  being  their  riders  npon  that  occasion.  Two  or  three  of  these  men  be- 
longed to  very  ignorant  families.  The  other  two  were  about  as  respectable  as  anybody 
T?e  nad  there. 

QueatUm.  So  far,  then,  as  circumstances  seemed  to  indicate,  this  band  was  composed 
of  both  classes — the  respectable  class  of  property-holders  and  also  others? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  came  from  the  respectable  class,  and  also  the  poor,  ignorant 
class. 

Question.  Have  you  received  any  information  which  gives  you  an  opinion  of  the 
number  composing  this  organization  in  Mississippi,  or  in  that  region  of  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  paid  no  attention  to  that  anonymous  letter  which  was  written  to 
me.  I  think  it  was  mere  gas.  That  spoke  of  seven  thousand  being  around  there  in 
those  counties  and  up  that  way. 

Question.  How  far  into  the  State  have  you  heard  of  the  oi^anization  penetrating  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  its  penetrating  into  Union,  Tippah,  Leake,  Lee, 
Pontotoc,  Prentiss,  Alcorn,  Tishemingo,  Itawamba,  Monroe,  Lowndes,  Noxubee,  Oktib- 
beha, Choctaw,  Winston,  and  Kemper. 

Question.  Winston  is  near  the  center  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Winston  is  lower  down  than  our  county.  I  understood  they  burned 
a  public  school-house  in  Leake  County. 

Question.  Leake  is  about  the  center  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  lower  counties,  where  the  negro  population  is  very  heavy, 
I  do  not  think  there  are  many  Ku-Elnx ;  for  instance,  in  Holmes,  Hinds,  Warren, 
Washington,  and  Yazoo.  The  negro  population  is  strong  in  Noxubee  and  Lowndes; 
the  latter  is  the  second  strongest  negro  county  in  the  State :  but  these  are  distant 
irom  the  other  negro  counties.  There  is  a  tier  of  counties— Monroe,  Noxubee,  and 
Lowndes — all  heavy  negro  counties,  in  all  of  which  the  Ku-Klux  exist.  liCaving 
those  counties  you  would  have  to  go  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  before  striking  the 
jkeero  population  proper  in  any  density. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  anything  of  an  organization  called  the  Pale  Faces  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  mention  of  the  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia  f 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Questiofi.  All  these  bands  are  called  Ku-Klux,  are  they  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  these,  letters  that  I  have  spoken  of  were  signed  "  Ku-Klux." 
They  are  generally  understood  to  be  Ku-Klux. 

Qiestion.  By  people  of  all  parties? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  by  all  classes  of  persons  they  are  known  as  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Does  any  party  in  Pontotoc  deny  the  existence  of  such  an  order? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  believe  that  any  man  there  who  has  any  regard  for  truth 
would  deny  the  existence  of  the  order.  I  heard  Fountain  and  others  remark,  **  We  have 
doubted  it  until  now."  You  see  in  the  case  I  have  mentioned,  there  was  a  man  who 
was  caught  in  the  disguise.  I  do  not  believe  that  another  such  case  has  occurred  in 
the  United  States.  There  have  been  some  who  were  shot,  but  when  found  the  dis- 
guise had  been  taken  off.  This  man  was  in  his  disguise.  After  that  occurrence,  I 
heard  men  say  that  they  had  always  doubted  it  before. 

Question.  Yon  have  stated  that  you  turned  this  party  off  the  road  that  they  came  in 
by? 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Question,  Did  any  of  your  party  follow  them  and  appear  to  them  afterward  ? 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  because  we  were  all  on  foot  and  they  were  on  hones. 

Quetiion,  I  did  not  know  but  yon  cat  across. 

Answer,  There  was  a  cross  street.  These  men  had  to  eo  some  two  or  three  hundred 
yards  around.  Some  of  us  did  go  to  the  cross  street.  About  a  hundred  yards  above 
where  we  were  they  were  fired  on  a^pin ;  and  there  is  the  place,  probably,  where  Dil- 
lard  was  killed^  for  I  forgot  to  mention  that  I  asked  him  if  he  haa  been  struck  at  the 
first  firing  and  he  said  no ;  that  he  was  struck  where  he  fell.  That  is  what  be  sai'l  to 
me. 

Qt^/e9i\on,  Were  you  with  the  party  engaged  in  the  second  firing  f 

Answer,  I  scarcely  think  it  prudent  to  answer  that  question ;  the  committee  will 
excuse  me.  I  will  state,  however,  that  when  these  men  turned  and  went  arouna,  some 
of' the  young  men  in  their  excitement  attempted  to  follow  tbem.  One  or  two  others 
went  up  the  street  where  they  would  pass — say  one  hundred  yards  distant.  Those 
horsemen  had  to  go  about  three  hundred  yards  [and  when  they  came  round,  this  party 
was  fired  on  again  by  the  Ku-Klux,  and  the  firing  was  retume/,  which  resulted  iu 
killing  one  of  them. 

Question,  The  whole  thing,  then,  was  calculated  to  impress  the  band  with  the  idea 
that  they  might  be  pursued T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  along  as  they  went  they  called  out,  "  Come  on  ;**  "  Hurry  up, 
boys."  Some  of  them  were  going  slowly — those  that  were  wounded.  The  way  they 
went,  in  going  ofi^,  they  had  to  go  nearly  half  a  mile  through  the  town ;  whereas,  if 
they  had  gone  as  they  came  in,  they  would  not  have  had  to  go  more  than  a  hundred 
yards  to  get  away  from  the  houses.  Persons  in  the  town  heard  them  calling  out  to 
each  other  to  hurry  up,  for  some  of  them  were  getting  along  very  slowly.  They  evi- 
dently apprehended  tnat  they  would  be  pursued. 

Question,  Is  that  probably  one  reason  why  they  cast  off  their  disguises  so  rapidly  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  think,  however,  the  main  reason  for  that  was  that  being  thrown 
out  of  the  direction  tbey  came,  and  being  in  a  country  they  knew  little  about,  as  day 
approached,  they  did  not  like  to  be  seen  with  disguises  on.  That  is  the  reason,  I  thinK, 
they  took  them  off. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  V  rom  the  inquiries  they  were  making,  it  is  pretty  evident  they  did  not 
know  your  house  t 

Ansu^er.  That  is  a  strange  thing  to  me,  because  certainly  some  of  those  men — Pegaes, 
who  lived  within  four  miles,  and  others — must  have  known  where  my  house  was.  I 
doubt  very  much  whether  this  man,  Dillard,  and  some  others  knew  it;  but  some  of 
them  must  have  known  it.  On  that  evening  they  had  been  talkiug  to  a  Dr.  Speight, 
•and  he  said  they  asked  him,  "  Which  way  is  old  Floumoy'sT"  He  told  them  it  was 
just  across  from  the  gullies  where  they  were.  They  said,  "  We  understand  he  has 
threatened  to  shoot  on  us  if  we  go  there ;  will  he  do  it  f'^  It  seems  they  asked  that 
question  two  or  three  times.  He  told  them  he  did  not  know.  Ho  said  they  started  for 
my  house.  In  one  direction  it  was  not  more  than  one  hundred  and  fiftv  yards ;  but  iu 
the  direction  they  turned  to  go  it  was  at  least  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  He  hallooed  to 
them  and  told  them  they  could  not  get  over  there  because  of  the  gullies.  I  asked  him 
afterward  why  he  told  them  that ;  it  seemed  so  accommodating  that  I  wanted  to  know 
why  he  did  it.  He  told  me  that  he  was  very  much  scared ;  and  of  course  I  said  no 
more  to  him.    When  he  told  them  they  could  not  get  across  those  gullies  they  turned. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Does  this  Dr.  Speight  live  there  f 

Answer,  He  has  been  liviug  in  the  town  since  Christmas ;  he  has  lived  longer  than 
that  in  the  county.  When  he  told  them  that,  they  turned  back,  and  a  x>ortion  of  tbem 
had  not  caught  up  when  the  firing  commenced.  They  were  not  iu  any  particular  order. 
About  twelve  or  fifteen  had  come  up  and  others  were  still  coming  when  the  firing  was 
heard,  and  those  fellows  wheeled  round.  The  men  we  met  at  the  cross  8tn?et  were  the 
men  who  had  been  fired  on  before,  because  they  started  around  and  got  there  before 
the  others. 

By  the  Chairman  :  • 

Question,  Did  anything  come  to  your  knowled^  as  superintendent  of  e<lucntion 
to  indicate  the  extent  of  the  depredations  of  the  Ku-Klux  against  school-houses  iu 
Lowudes  and  Noxubie  Counties  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  only  understood  they  had  burned  all  the  school-houses  in  Winston 
and  in  Leake.  I  do  not  know  what  they  did  in  Noxubie.  I  heard  they  burned  some 
there,  but  I  do  not  know. 

(.htestion.  Is  it  an  ascertained  fact  of  public  history  that  school-buildings  were  bum«3d 
in  Wiuston  and  Leake  Counties. 

Answer,  1  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  Winston,  and  I  have  none  about  Leake.  It 
was  repeatedly  published  in  the  papets  and  not  denied. 

QjuestUm,  In  the  counties  which  you  have  named  as  infested  by  Ku-Klus,  does  the 
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same  senBe  of  insecarity  prevail,  so  far  as  your  knowledge  goes,  that  you  have  de- 
cribed  as  prevailing  in  Pontotoc  f 

Answer.  I  nnder^tand  that  there  is  a  complete  reign  of  terror  there :  the  x>eople  are 
very  mach  afraid.  I  heard  one  man  say  (I  will  not  mention  who  he  is)  that  he  wonld 
be  afraid  to  tell  this  committee  all  he  knew.  I  am  not  afraid  to  tell  the  committee  ^11 
I  know,  nor  am  I  afraid  of  those  Ku-Klux,  though  I  think  it  very  probable  they  will 
kill  me  before  this  thing  is  done. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

QM€9fum.  Were  yon  in  the  rebel  army  f 

Antwer,  I  was  in  the  convention  that  carried  the  State  ont.  I  was  elected  to  the  con- 
vention as  a  Union  man.  When  I  got  there  I  did  everything  I  could  to  prevent  the 
State  going  out.  I  told  them  that  I  believed  it  would  be  the  death-knell  of  slavery 
whenever  they  went  ont,  and  that  they  would  be  whipped  in  the  game.  They  said  to 
me:  "  We  are  five  or  six  to  your  one ;  we  are  going  out  on  Thursday, and  the  course  of 
men  like  yon  is  calculated  to  encourage  the  North  to  believe  that  there  is  a  division 
among  the  men  of  Mississippi,  when  you  know  that  there  is  no  such  thing,  that  all  will 
join  in  it.  We  are  getting  dispatches  from  our  Senators,  Davis  and  Brown,  and  from 
oar  members  of  Congress,  assuring  us  that  all  that  is  necessary  is  for  Mississippi  to 
present  a  solid,  united  front,  and  follow  the  example  of  other  States ;  that  there  will 
ueno  difficulty;  that  all  the  trouble  and  bloodshed  which  may  come  will  result  from 
the  course  of  such  factions  men  as  you."  I  then  called  on  Alcorn  and  Brooks,  who  had 
represented  the  State  here  in  Congress,  and  other  men,  to  meet  me  in  the  senate 
chamber.  Alcorn  made  a  speech.  He  had  by  that  time  got  to  be  a  pretty  strong  seces- 
sionist; he  had  reached  a  point  where  he  intended  to  *^  cross  the  Rubicon."  I  was 
assured  by  ^ve  or  six  of  the  most  prominent  secessionists  that  if  we  would  vote  for  the 
ordinance  of  secession  they  would  submit  that  ordinance  to  the  people  of  Mississippi. 
I  bad  fought  it  to  the  bitter  end,  as  is  shown  by  the  records  of  the  convention,  by  my 
speeches,  and  in  other  ways.  I  had  thrown  every  obstacle  I  could  to  prevent  the  State 
going  out.  There  were  members  of  the  convention  who  believed  that  if  the  question 
were  referred  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  they  would  reject  the  ordinance  of  secession. 
Bnt  that  was  not  true.  If  it  had  been  submitted  there  would  not  have  been  2,000 
votes  against  it.  Yet,  as  it  was  the  last  hope,  I  agreed  to  vote  for  the  ordinance  of 
secession,  with  the  express  understanding  that  it  should  be  submitted  to  the  people  for 
ratification.  When  that  ordinance  had  been  passed,  I  called  on  those  men  to  redeem 
their  pledges.  They  asked  me,  **  Who  made  the  pledges  t "  I  named  to  them  Rogers, 
Miller  of  Pontotoc,  and  other  men.  Then  the  reply  was  made  to  me,  "  Those  men  will 
no  doubt  agree  to  do  it ;  but  we  are  not  bound  by  their  pledges ;  we  never  pledged 
ourselves."  I  had  supposed  that  these  men  represented  the  party  that  carried  the 
State  out.  When  it  came  to  a  vote  upon  the  question  of  submitting  the  ordinance, 
Rogers,  Miller,  and  a  few  others  who  had  made  the  pledge  did  vote  for  submission,  but 
others  refused.  I  quit  the  convention  after  the  forfeiture  of  that  pledge.  I  went  home. 
Each  of  the  four  delegates  from  our  county  raised  comnanies ;  and  thev  came  to  me  to 
know  whether  I  was  going  to  raise  a  company,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing.  Finally  I 
got  up  a  company  and  was  mustered  uito  service  and  went  to  Richmond ;  but  I  re- 
signed in,  I  think,  abont  nine  days  after  I  got  there — before  the  battle  of  Manassas  was 
iboght — lieoause  there  was  a  conflict  in  my  conscience.  I  had  been  a  loyal  Union  man 
all  my  life ;  had  fought  the  battle  for  the  Union  in  Georgia  side  by  side  with  Cobb 
and  Johnson.  In  my  earlier  life^when  I  was  not  of  age,  I  was  a  Calhoun  nuUider; 
bat  ever  since  I  have  been  a  man  I  have  been  uniformly  a  Union  man,  loyal  to  the 
Government  of  the  United  States.  My  conscience  did  not  allow  me  to  stay  in  the  ser- 
vice, and  I  resigned.  My  resignation  was  accepted,  and  I  went  back  home  and  remained 
there  during  the  war.  I  lost  nearly  everything  I  had ;  but  neither  side  burned  my 
cotton ;  I  put  it  out  several  times ;  and  when  the  war  closed  it  brought  me  nearljr  a 
dollar  a  pound ;  so  that  I  had  enough  to  keep  me  and  my  family  comfortable.  During 
the  war  I  was  arrested  by  the  confederate  authorities  and  charged  with  having  said 
that  I  approved  of  negroes  going  off  to  the  Yankees.  I  told  the  officer  who  arrested 
me  that  if  I  were  a  slave  and  there  was  no  other  way  to  get  my  liberty,  I  would  run 
away  to  the  Northerners.  He  said  that  I  had  said  I  thought  the  federal  soldiers  were 
right  in  burning  houses.  I  told  him  that  if  I  commanded  a  company  of  soldiers  and 
my  men  were  shot  down  ftt)m  behind  houses  I  would  bum  the  nouses  down.  They 
finally  concluded  they  would  not  send  me  down  to  headquarters,  and  allowed  me  to 
stay  at  home ;  but  I  was  always  under  suspicion  during  the  war.  I  did  vote  for  the 
ordinance  of  secession  under  the  circumstances  I  have  told  you.  I  did  join  the  con- 
federate army  and  was  mustered  in  as  a  captain,  but  resigned  a  week  or  two  before  the 
tot  battle  of  Manassas,  and  never  took  any  part  in  support  of  the  rebellion  after  that 
time,  I  have  been  considered  to  be  the  most  extreme  and  radical  republican  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi.  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  bitter  man  at  all.  I  sometimes  vote  for 
democrats  in  spite  of  all  that  can  be  done,  and  I  have  a  good  many  democratic  friends. 
If  I  have  a  friend  I  go  a  long  ways  for  him.  But  I  am  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
most  extreme  man  in  the  State.    I  do  not  know  whether  I  am  or  not. 


96  CONDITION  OP  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 


\ 


Washington,  D.  C,  June  28, 1871. 
WILLIAM  C.  FORD  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer.  In  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  t 

Jnstcer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

Question.  How  loDg  have  you  lived  there? 

Anstoer.  Since  August,  1805. 

Question^  Are  you  practicing  your  profession  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  to  the  comuiitt^e  your  knowledge  of  the  manner  in  which  the  law  is 
executed  in  Meridian,  and  the  extent  to  which  life  and  property  are  secure,  giving 
your  own  view  of  the  matter^  and  any  facts  which  throw  light  on  the  inquiry. 

Answer.  According  to  my  view,  the  law  is  as  well  executed  there,  and  life  and  prop- 
erty are  as  secure,  as  in  the  country  generally. 

Question.  Have  you  anything  further  to  say  on  the  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  would  state  in  connection  with  that  remark  that  I  do  not  think  the  crim- 
inal law  of  this  country  is  executed  as  it  should  be,  in  any  part  of  the  country. 

Question.'  Do  you  mean  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  or  the  whole  country  f 

Answer.  The  whole  country,  according  to  my  observation. 

Question.  You  mean  the  United  States  at  larse  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  observation  and  knowledge  extend,  the  whole  country. 

Question.  So  far  as  regards  the  State  of  Mississippi,  to  what  cases  do  you  refer  as 
illustrating  the  general  remark  f  « 

'  Ansicer.  I  do  not  refer  to  any  particular  case,  or  any  particular  locality. 

Question.  To  what  class  of  cases  t 

Answer.  1  refer  to  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  generally.  I  do  not  think 
that  in  this  country  it  is  executed  as  it  ought  to  be.  I  thmk  too  many  guilty  men 
escape  puuisbment.    That  is  what  I  mean  to  say. 

Question.  You  mean  that  the  penalties  now  provided  by  law  are  not  inflicted  through 
its  administration  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  As  we  are  inquiring  in  reference  to  the  condition  of  the  late  insunectionary 
Stat4«,  and  as  you  seem  to  have  a  very  general  view  of  this  subject,  in  what  respect  is 
it  that  the  laws  are  not  efficiently  executed  f  Does  it  arise  from  the  inefficiency  of  the 
judiciary,  or  the  jurj'  system,  or  what  does  it  arise  from  T 

Ansicer.  I  think  it  arises  out  of  the  jury  system,  and  the  character  of  the  Govern- 
ment, and  the  way  in  which  the  officers  are  appointed  or  elected.  It  is  one  of  those 
things  in  regard  to  which  you  can  see  the  result,  though  probably  you  would  find  some 
difficulty  in  accounting  for  it.  In  other  words,  as  you  ask  me  about  the  administration 
of  the  law,  I  mean  to  say  that  comparing  this  country  with  the  English  government, 
from  my  iaea  of  the  administration  of  the  criminal  law  there,  I  do  not  consider  that 
we  execute  the  criminal  law  here,  and  punish  the  guilty,  as  we  ought  to  do. 

Question.  Do  you  state  this  from  actual  observation  in  England,  or  from  your  histor- 
ical studies  f 

Answer.  From  my  historical  studies,  of  course. 

Question.  Entirely  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  purpose  of  this  committee  is  to  ascertain  the  state  of  afiCairs  existing 
in  the  late  insurrectionary  States ;  and  as  we  desire  to  be  practical,  give,  if  yon  can, 
any  fact  which  may  throw  light  upon  the  general  inquiry,  as  it  relates  in  the  fiis^ 
place  to  Mississippi. 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  said  when  you  first  asked  me  that  question,  I  think  the  criminal 
law  is  executed  there  as  well  as  it  is  in  this  pountry  generally,  so  far  as  my  knowledge 
extends.    When  1  say  that,  I  say  that  it  is  not  executed  there  as  it  on^^ht  to  be. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  witnessed  any  lawless  x)roceedings  in  Meridian,  other  than 
what  is  termed  the  Meridian  riot,  which  occurred  in  Mai*ch  last  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  recollect  anything  now  outside  of  the  usual  occur- 
rences of  that  kind  in  the  place. 

Question.  In  all  other  cases  where  the  law  has  been  violated,  has  there  been  the  ordi- 
nary prosecution  and  trial  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  I  can  recollect  now. 

Question.  Then,  according  to  the  view  which  you  present,  we  understand  yon  to  say 
that  that  }>ortion  of  Mississippi  in  which  you  live,  is  in  the  normal  and  regular  condi- 
tion of  civilized  society,  and  there  is  nothing  to  interfere  with  the  administration  of 
justice? 

Ansiver.  Nothing,  that  I  see,  more  than  exists  ordinarily  in  other  portions  of  the  com- 
munity. 
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Question,  Were  yoa  there  when  this  disturbance  occurred  in  March  last  f 

Anmcer.  Tes,  air ;  I  waa  present  when  that  riot  occurred. 

Question,  Give  us,  as  briefly  as  you  can,  a  connected  statement  of  its  origin  and  pro- 


Mr.  Beck.  I  suggest  that  the  -witness  be  allowed  to  state  whether  the  difficulty  be- 
tween Price  and  we  other  man  had  any  connection  with  the  origin  of  that  riot. 

The  Chairman.  Wilrhout  indicating  any  particular  circumstance  I  wish  to  get  from 
the  witness  his  view  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  the  riot. 

Anmoer,  Well,  to  go  back  to  the  origin  of  it,  Greneral  Ames,  while  provisional  gov- 
ernor of  the  State,  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of  William  Sturges  mayor,  and  in 
doing  so  removed  a  man  named  William  Cathey.  Cathey  is  an  old  citizen — a  man 
noted  for  his  integrity  as  a  man.  He  was  of  the  same  politics  as  Sturges ;  both  were 
republicans.  Cathey  was  removed,  as  has  always  been  understood,  at  the  request  of  the 
colored  popu  lation.  Sturges,  by  his  general  conduct  as  mayor,  seemed  to  regard  himself 
as  the  peculiar  guardian  of  the  colored  population,  and  administered  the  duties  of  his 
office  apparently  in  their  interest  more  than  that  of  the  white  persons.  It  is  said  by  the 
citizens — I  do  not  know  the  fact  personally,  but  it  has  always  been  chained — that  he 
furnished  the  negroes  with'arms ;  that  he  kept  a  quantity  of  guns  and  ammunition  iu 
his  store ;  and  I  know  from  my  own  knowledge  tnat  very  soon  after  the  time  ho  was- 
mayor,  up  to  the  time  he  left,  t nere  was  a  use  of  fire*arms  at  night  about  the  town  that 
I  never  knew  before.  The  citizens  were  kept  constantly  uneasy  by  the  firing  of  guns 
at  night ;  it  was  a  very  common  thing.  Sometimes  a  dozen  guns  would  bo  fired  in 
i^pia  succession.  The  firing  was  located  to  a  gi-eat  extent  about  his  own  house  or  his 
brother's  house,  where  he  lived.  The  policemen  and  the  aldermen  were  appointed  by 
him.  The  policemen  were  half,  or  more  than  half  of  them,  colored  men.  Well,  that 
thing  kept  the  citizens  uneasy.  After  he  had  been  mayor  a  year,  perhaps,  more  or 
lees — I  cannot  recollect  precisely-^a  man  came  there  by  the  nama  of  Price,  from  Sum- 
ter County,  Alabama.  He  came  there  and  commenced  teaching  school  among  the 
colored  people.  From  that  time  up  to  the  riot,  on  account  of  the  conduct  of  the  oolr 
ofred  population,  and  the  influence,  as  it  was  charged,  ^and  that  is  my  opinion,)  that 
was  exerted  upon  the  people  by  Sturges  and  Price,  their  conduct  so  far  as  order  was 
concerned  was  very  much  changed.  On  the  4th  or  5th  of  last  month,  one  of  them, 
"by  the  name  of  Clopton,  had  been  to  Jackson  to  see  Governor  Alcorn;  I  do  not  know 
what  he  went  for,  but  soon  after  he  .came  back,  they  called  a  meeting  in  the  court- 
house. I  was  not  present  at  the  meeting.  It  is  said  there  were  two  or  three  hundred 
persons  there.  Clopton,  another  colored  man  named  Warren  Tyler,  and  one  by  the 
name  of  Aaron  Moore,  made  speeches.  It  was  said  by  the  witnesses  in  court,  at  the 
trial  of  Clopton,  Tyler,  and  Moore,  that  their  speeches  were  of  an  incendiary  character ; 
that  they  were  very  violent  and  abusive,  and  that  some  of  the  speakers  threatened  to 
bum  the  town.  The  meeting  adjourned  about  dark,  or  a  little  before,  and  about 
dark — it  may  have  been  a  little  after  dark — the  town  caught  fire.  I  reside  just 
outside  the  corporation,  and  I  did  not  come  into  town  until,  perhaps,  half  or  three- 
quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  fire  began.  When  I  rode  into  town,  I  rode  down  to 
where  some  buildings  were  burning,  and  some  goods  were  being  taken  out  of  the  store 
of  a  young  man  named  Hurlbutt,  and  the  store  of  Theodore  Sturges,  a  brother  of 
William  Sturges.  While  standing  there  I  heard  some  one  cursing  behind  me,  say- 
ing he  would  haul  Sturges's  goods  whether  he  got  pay  or  not ;  that  if  they  wanted 
to  fight  he  was  ready  to  fight ;  that,  damn  it,  they  had  been  wanting  a  fight  long 
enough.  I  turned  my  horse  around  and  looked.  It  was  this  colored  man  named  Bill 
Clopton,  or  Bill  Dennis,  as  he  is  called  by  some pei'sons.  He  was  hauling  the  ^oods. 
Not  long  after  that  the  district  attorney,  Mr.  Walker,  came  to  me  while  I  was  sitting 
on  my  horse,  and  said  from  indications  he  had  observed,  and  from  the  conduct  of  the 
colored  population,  he  thought  there  was  danger  of  an  attack  that  night,  or  some 
trouble.  I  told  him  I  had  not  seen  anything  except  hearing  this  negro  make  that 
remark.  There  was  nothing  more  said  and  he  went  off".  About  an  hour  after  that, 
when  the  fire  had  been  stopped,  I  was  looking  down  the  street.  I  saw  the  flash  of  a 
pistol  three  times.  The  pistol  was  fired  off  about  a  hundred  yards  from  me  in  the 
street,  where  there  were  a  great  many  persons.  About  twenty  or  thirty  yards  from  it 
there  waa  another  pistol  tired.  I  saw  a  negro  policeman  run  over  to  where  the  last 
pistol  was  fired,  and  presently  the  circuit  attorney,  Mr.  Walker,  came  by  where  I  was, 
and  the  deputy  sherifl*  was  with  him.  He  remarked  to  me,  *'  I  told  you  that  I  thought 
there  would  be  a  disturbance  here  to-night,  and  I  believe  it  was  Clopton  who  fin;d  that 
pistol."  He  then  told  me  that  he  thought  so  from  the  fact  that  while  ho  was  standing 
in  the  street  with  the  deputy  sherift',  Clopton  came  up  to  three  negroes  and  remarked 
to  them,  "  Come  and  get  your  guns ;  there  is  going  to  be  trouble  here  to-night ;  wtj 
are  going  to  be  attacked.''  The  ireedmen  were  ratner  slow  to  go,  and  he  urgetl  theni' 
to  go.  They  started  ofi*  with  him,  and  the  deputy  sherifl',  as  he  said,  remarked  to  him 
that  there  was  one  of  those  negroes  whom  he  knew,  a  very  good  negro,  and  he  thought 
it  his  duty  to  call  him  back.  The  district  attorney  told  him  he  thought  so  too,  and  bo 
called  him  back.    When  they  called  him  back  they  asked  him  what  Clopton  had  said 
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to  him.  He  said  that  Clopton  had  told  them  to  go  oat  there  and  get  their  arms,  that 
they  were  going  to  be  attacked.  A  fevf  minutes  after  that  I  went  home.  I  saw  noth- 
ing more  ot  what  occurred.  I  learned  that  Clopton  was  afterward  knocked  down  by 
somebody,  and  was  under  arrest  in  the  hands  of  the  sheriff  that  night.  Next  morning, 
: Sunday  morning,  I  came  to  town.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  town,  and 
I  was  asked  by  some  citizens  to  write  an  affidavit  and  have  Warren  Tyler  and  Aaron 
Moore  arrested  an^  prosecuted.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  asked  me  to  have  Clop- 
ton arretted  or  not.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Dunn,  who  heard  the  speeches,  came  to 
me  and  detailed  what  he  heard  at  the  meeting.  Others  also  told  me,  and  I  wrote  an 
affidavit  charging  them  with  incendiary  language  in  an  unlawful  assembly,  or  rather 
with  using  such  language  as  would  bring  about  a  riot  or  breach  of  the  peace. 

ByMr.  Coburn: 

Question.  On  what  date  did  yon  charge  the  crime  as  having  been  committed  f 
Answer.  The  4th  of  Anarch.  , 

Question.  Saturday? 
Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Were  they  arrested  on  your  affidavit  on  Sunday  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  they  were  arrested.  They  were  not  arrested,  in  fact, 
at  all,  only  constructively.  Moore  and  Tyler  were  only  constructively  arrests — ^never 
actually  arrested.  Clopton  had  been  put  imder  actual  arrest  on  Saturday  night  and 
kept  under  guard  by  the  sheriff  all  day  Sunday. 

Question.  Was  the  warrant  issued  for  Moore  and  Tyler  on  Sunday  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  included  in  the  affidavit  all  three  of  them. 

Question.  And  the  warrant  issued  on  Sunday  f 

Ansu^er.  Well,  I  gave  it  to  Dunn  or  to  the  justice  of  the  peace.  Judge  Bramlette :  I 
.  cannot  say  whether  it  was  issued  on  Sunday  or  Monday. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  warrant  was  out  before  Monday,  or  whether  it 
was  out  on  Monday  morning  before  the  meeting  T 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  On  Monday  morning  there  was  a  notice  posted  around 
town  that  there  would  be  a  meeting  of  citizens;  and  when  the  citizens  met  and  the 
meeting  had  been  called  to  order,  there  was  a  committee  appointed  to  retire  and 
.  draft  resolutions,  expressing  the  feelings  of  the  meeting  with  reference  to  the  fire 
.  and  the  condition  of  the  community  generally.  I  was  on  that  committee  and  went 
out  with  it,  and  I  did  not  hear  what  took  place  in  the  meeting.  We  were  out  for  prob- 
ably an  hour.  I  cannot  now  recollect  what  the  resolutions  were,  except  that  they 
denounced  any  incendiary  or  violent  language  and  any  l^less  conduct,  and  appointed 
a  committee  to  visit  Governor  Alcorn  and  ask  him  to  remove  this  mau  Sturges  from 
office  and  give  us  a  better  man.  The  meeting  adjourned,  and  at  2  o'clock  Judge  Bram- 
lette, who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  (he  was  called  judge  because  he  had  formerly 
been  a  probate  judge,)  opened  his  court  in  the  court-house,  and  Warren  Tyler,  William 
Clopton,  or  Dennis,  and  Aaron  Moore  were  brought  in. 

Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  hearing? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  represented  the  State  prosecutor.  The  district  attorney  vras  off 
attending  court.  I  read  the  affidavit  and  asked  them  what  they  had  to  say.  Clopton 
said  that  if  it  referred  to  anything  he  did  on  Saturday  night,  he  was  drunk  and  did  not 
know  anything  he  did  on  the  Saturday  of  the  lire.  Aaron  Moore  said  he  did  not  know 
he  had  done  anything  wrong.  Tyler  just  said,  I  believe,  that  he  was  not  guilty.  The 
trial  had  progressed  about  an  hour.  I  had  examined  four  or  five  witnesses.  Mr.  James 
Brantley  was  called  as  a  witness.  Among  other  things  I  asked  him  what  he  had  heard 
Tyler  say  on  that  day  with  reference  to  the  meeting  that  was  held  in  the  court-house. 
He  said  he  heard  Tyler  say  that  the  white  people  were  getting  scared,  or  something  of 
that  kind;  he  said  he  had  heard  Tyler  say  so  to  two  or  three  other  freedmen  in  his 

gresence;  and  I  think  he  said  that  he  told  him  it  was  not  so.    I  do  not  recollect  what 
e  said  exactly.    I  then  asked  the  defendant,  Tyler,  if  he  had  any  question  to  ask  him, 
and  I  think  he  asked  him  one  or  two  questions.    I  told  the  witness  to  take  his  seat. 
Tyler  asked  him  to  get  up,  and  then  he  turned  his  face  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  and 
said,  '^  I  want  three  colored  men  summoned  to  impeach  your  testimony.'' 
Question.  Tyler  said  this  to  the  justice  of  the  peace  ? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir.  In  saying  it  he  looked  at  Braiitley.  Brantley  asked  him  what  he 
said,  and  he  repeated  it.  Brantley  then  started  to  him  with  a  stick,  or  he  picked  up 
the  city  marshal's  stick,  which  was  lying  on  the  table  in  front  of  him,,  and  started  to 
Tyler. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  Describe  the  stick. 

Answer.  It  was  an  ordinary  waUdng^-cane.  The  .marshal  reached  up  and  caogjit 
Brantley.    The  marshal  was  sitting  on  my  left. 
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By  tbe  Chairman  : 

QuesUon,  Did  Brantley  start  as  if  to  strike  ? 

Answer.  He  took  np  the  stick  and  started  to  him.  Tyler  was  as  far  off  as  fi-om  here 
to  that  door,  (illustrating.)  The  marshal  reached  np  and  canght  Brantley  by  the  arm. 
l^ler,  when  Brantley  started  to  him,  got  up  out  of  nis  chair,  put  his  hand  round,  as  I 
thought,  to  draw  a  pistol ;  but  somebody  then  passed  between  me  and  Tyler,  and  I  did 
not  see  him  any  more. 

Question.  From  the  manuer  in  which  Brantley  took  up  the  stick  and  started  toward 
Tyler,  were  you  impressed  with  the  idea  that  he  intended  to  attack  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  i 

Question.  State  in  feet  the  distance  that  Tyler  was  at  that  moment. 
Answer,  About  twelve  feet. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Tyler  was  twelve  feet  from  Brantley  when  the  marshal  laid  his  hand  on 
Brantley  and  stopped  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  So  that  Brantley  never  was  within  striking  distance  of  Tyler  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QufxHon.  When  the  marshal  laid  his  hand  on  him  did  Brantley  cease  making  any 
effort  to  get  closer  to  Tyler  f 

Answer.  The  marshal  took  hold  of  Brantley  and  stopped  him.  At  that  instant  a  pis- 
tol was  fired  from  about  the  door  leading  from  the  court-room  into  the  hall  which  led 
to  the  sheriff's  office. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesUon.  Was  that  the  direction  in  which  Tyler  was  when  you  last  saw  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Instantly  there  were  from  twenty-five  to  thirty  pistol-shots,  mostly 
in  my  rear.  The  crowd  was  behind  me,  except  the  officers  of  the  court  and  some  per- 
sons to  my  left.  I  stooped  down  in  front  of  my  seat  until  nearly  all  the  firing  was 
over.  I  then  went  out  into  the  hall  and  into  an  office  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  l^all. 
When  the  firing  ceased  I  went  back  into  the  court-room.  Judge  Bramlette  was  lyinff 
near  the  seat  where  he  had  been  sitting;  he  was  shbt  in  the  lefc  temple  and  was  dea£ 

Question.  When  he  was  sitting  in  his  seat  was  his  left  temi)le  toward  the  door  you 
have  described  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Clopton  was  limping  across  the  room,  apparently  injured ;  and  in 
the  door  of  the  sheriff's  office— just  inside  the  door — a  negro  policeman,  named  Gus 
Ford,  waa  lying  on  his  face,  almost  dead.  I  looked  out  from  the  sheriff's  office  and  saw 
a  large  crowd  running  in  the  direction  it  was  said  that  Warren  Tyler  went.  I  saw 
them  collect  around  some  frame'  buildings,  and  in  about  five  minutes  from  the  time  the 
difficulty  occurred  in  the  court-house,  I  heard  shooting  in  those  buildings.  A  portion 
of  the  crowd  came  back  to  the  court-house  very  soon  and  said  they  had  killed  Warren 
Tyler.  On  that  night,  between  12  and  2  o'clock,  I  heard  the  bells  ringing,  and  looking 
out  from  my  window  I  saw  a  house  on  fire  in  that  part  of  the  town  where  Aaron  Moore 
lived.  In  about  half  an  hour  afterward  I  saw  another  fire.  When  I  came  to  town 
next  pioming,  I  discovered  that  the  buildings  which  had  been  burned  were  Aaron 
Moore's  house  and  the  colored  Baptist  church.  I  also  learned  that  three  other  freed- 
men  were  killed  during  the  night.  One  of  them  wa6  named  Isaac  Lee  ;  the  names  of 
the  others  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  know  nothing  of  who  killed  them  or  anything 
about  it,  excepting  I  was  told  they  were  taken  from  a  guard  that  was  left  around  them 
by  the  sheriff. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  fullest  account  you  can  pve  of  the  origin  and  progress  of  that 
riot  T  If  not,  state  anything  more  which  may  help  to  give  your^nowleage  of  the  affair. 

Answer.  That  is  the  outline  of  it,  so  far  as  I  recollect  now. 

Question.  Was  Stnrges  appointed  originally  under  the  reconstruction  acts  before  the 
adoption  of  the  State  constitution  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  appointed  by  General  Ames.  ^ 

Qu^Uon.  Aner  the  State  was  admitted,  did  he  hold  his  office  by  appointment  or  by 
election  f 

Answer.  By  appointment.  We  have  never  yet  had  an  election  for  city  officers  since 
the  reconstmotion  acts  were  passed. 

Question,  Was  he  reappointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
.    QuesHon.  He  held  his  office  at  that  time  by  virtue  of  that  appointment  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  there  was  a  division  of  sentiment  then  as  to  whether  Mayor  Stur- 
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g6d  exercised  his  office  in  the  intdreet  of  the  colored  people.  On  which  side  of  thai 
question  did  you  stand — for  or  ocainst  the  mayor  f 

Answer,  I  thought  he  exercised  the  office  in  favor  of  the  colored  people. 

Question.  You  took  ground  against  him,  so  far  as  that  question  was  concerned  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  came  to  that  conclusion  from  what  I  had  seen  in  his  own  court. 

Question,  You  have  stated  that  Price  came  from  Sumter  County,  Alahama,  to  teach 
a  colored  school  in  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  next  stage  in  the  history  of  the  riot,  as  you  give  it,  relates  to  a 
meeting  called  on  Saturday,  the  4th  of  March  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  For  what  purpose  f 

An9toer,  I  cannot  tell  for  what  purpose  the  meeting  was  called,  except  ftom  what  was 
said  and  done.  It  seems,  from  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  as  to  the  utterances  of 
the  speakers,  that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  law  and  the 
manner  in  which  the  officers  discharged  their  duty,  and  were  disposed  to  take  the  law 
into  their  own  hands. 

Question,  Between  the  time  when  Price  came  to  teach  the  colored  school  and  the 
time  of  the  calling  of  the  meeting,  had  you  no  knowledge  of  armed  men  coming  over 
from  Alabama  to  interfere  with  any  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian ;  or  did  you  consider 
such  a  matter  as  having  nothing  to  do  with  the  origin  and  progress  of  that  riotf 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  had  anything  to  do  with  the  origin  and  progress  of  the 
riot.    I  will  tell  yon,  however,  if  you  wish  it,  all  I  know  about  it. 

Question.  As  yon  omitted  all  reference  to  it,  I  wanted  to  know  your  opinion  about  it. 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  coming  over  of  those  Alabama  men  had  anything  to  do 
with  the  breaking  out  of  this  riot — at  least  not  very  directly. 

Question,  What  did  those  men  come  for  f 

Answer.  A  deputy  sheriff,  a  negro,  came  over  to  Meridian  while  Price  was  there  and 
arrested  another  negro  who  was  indicted  in  Alabama,  and  took  him  and  carried  him 
back.  It  was  understood  there  that  that  was  qnite  offensive  to  this  man  Price,  and 
that  the  negro  himself  was  objectionable  to  Price.  The  negro  lived  in  the  same  town 
Price  came  n:om.    I  do  not  recollect  the  negro's  name. 

Question.  Which  negro  f 

Answer,  The  deputy  sheriff 

Bv  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Was  his  name  Aaron  Kennardf 

Answer.  Yes;  Aaron  Kennard.  It  was  understood  that  he  was  a  democrat,  (I  do  not 
know  anything  about  it,)  and  that  he  and  Price  disliked  each  other  very  much,  or  at 
lea^t  Price  disliked  him.  Some  time  after  that,  Aaron  Kennard  came  over  there  again 
— I  do  not  know  for  what.  He  was  spending  the  night  at  the  house  of  a  colored  man, 
and,  as  he  charged,  Price,  with  a  number  of  negroes,  disguised  themselves,  went  to  the 
house,  took  him  out  of  it  and  gave  him  a  very  severe  beating,  and  then  let  him  go. 
The  next  morning  he  was  in  town  and  went  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  made  an 
affidavit.  He  went  to  the  district  attorney,  I  think.  The  district  attorney  chamd 
Price  with  going  in  disguise  to  this  man's  house,  taking  him  out  and -beating  him.  The 
charge  was  made  under  a  statute  framed  especisJly  to  reach  the  Ku-Klux.  I  recollect 
now  that  the  district  attorney  showed  me  the  affidavit. 

Question.  And  that  was  in  the  affidavit  f 

Answer.  That  was  in  the  affidavit.  He  showed  me  the  affidavit  and  asked  if  I  thought 
that  was  sufficient  under  the  statute.  Price  was  arrested  and  taken  before  Bramlette, 
a  justice  of  the  peace.  They  were  not  ready  for  trial,  and  he  gave  bond  for  his  ap- 
peamnce  at  some  future  day — ^four  or  five  days  afterward.  On  that  day  a  number  of 
men  from  Alabama  came  over  to  Meridian,  as  they  said,  to  see  that  Price  was  tried, 
and  gave  as  a  reason  for  it  that  they  understood  Price  had  said  that  if  the  justice  of 
the  peace,  after  hearing  his  case,  committed  him,  he  intended  to  resist  and  make  the 
fight  right  there.    That  is  what  was  said. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

(luesdUm.  That  is  what  these  men  who  came  from  Alabama  said  that  Price  had  said  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  came  up  the  road  at  two  o'clock  to  the  hotel,  and  I  saw  two  or 
three  men  there  with  guns.  I  went  out  to  my  residence  ;  and  when  I  came  back  to 
town  next  morning  I  understood  they  had  been  out  in  the  town  with  their  gnus  and 
had  walked  about  awhile.  I  think  they  were  persuaded  by  citizens  to  go  and  pat  their 
guns  away.  It  was  charged  (I  know  nothing  of  this  matter)  that  they  also  arrested 
a  negro,  or  it  may  be  two  negroes,  at  the  depot  where  they  got  off ;  and  it  was  said 
they  arrested  them  because  thoy  recognized  them  as  negroes  who  were  charged  witii 
larceny  over  in  Sumter  County  ;  and  that  when  they  went  away  they  took  the  negroes 
with  them.  Price  was  not  tried  that  day  ;  the  case  was  again  postponed  ;  and  before 
or  about  the  time  he  was  to  be  tried  I  understood  from  Mr.  Smith,  (who  has  been  ex- 
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aHiined  here,  I  belieyOi)  that  he  and  the  Repnblicaiis  of  the  town  addressed  him  a 
not<i  and  requested  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  that  this  met  with  the  approbation  of  the 
attorneys  who  were  defending  him,  and  the  witnesses  who  were  prosecnting  him. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Qtuatwn.  Did  you  understand  that  these  republicans  who  nnited  with  Smith  were 
white  or  black  men  t 

Anstcer,  They  were  white  men.  Mr.  Smith  showed  me  the  paper,  but  did  not  read  it 
to  me.    He  said, ''  We  have  advised  him  to  leave  here,  f' 

By  the  Chairman: 

Quesiiim,  Did  you  sign  that  request  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qnesiunu  Were  you  counsel  on  either  side  in  that  case  t 

Ammoer,  No,  sir. 

Queation.  Tou  say  that  it  met  the  approbation  of  counsel  on  both  sides,  that  he 
flhonld  leave  f 

An9W€r,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  left.  That  is  all  I  know  about  the  Alabamians  coming 
over. 

QueatiofL  Were  there  Alabamians  there  on  the  second  day  appointed  for  the  hearing  f 

Asiswer.  I  do  not  recollect  there  being  any  Alabamians  there  on  that  day.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  left  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  hearing,  or  the  day  before. 

Qnestion,  Do  you  know  whether  on  the  day  appointed  for  the  second  hearing  the 
proeecutor,  this  colored  deputy,  was  there  f 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  there. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  accompanied  by  any  armed  men? 

AM^t>er,  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  recollection  now  of  any  armed  men  coming  there  in  con- 
nection with  this  Price  affair  but  once ;  and  that  was  the  first  day  it  was  set  for  hear- 
ing after  he  was  arrested. 

Question,  Had  this  meeting  called  on  Saturday  no  reference  whatever  to  the  alleged 
VETongs  against  the  colored  men  by  persons  coming  from  Alabama  and  taking  away 
colored  men  from  Meridian  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Qnesiion,  What  was  that  meeting  called  for  t 

Answer,  The  meeting  on  Saturday? 

Question,  Tes,  sir ;  what  was  it  called  to  protest  against? 

Anstcer,  I  have  no  means  of  knowing  what  it  was  called  for,  except  from  the  utter- 
ances of  the  speakers  at  the  meeting. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  them  ? 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear  them.  I  only  heard  the  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  testify 
as  to  what  they  heiird. 

Question,  Did  the  speeches  have  no  reference  at  all  to  the  proceedings  by  those  Ala- 
bama men  f 

Answer,  Th^  may  in  the  testimony  have  said  something  jn  reference  to  those  men 
being  taken  on.    I  do  not  recollect. 

Question,  What  was  your  understanding  of  the  complaint  made  at  that  meeting? 

Answer,  My  understanding  from  the  utterances  of  the  speakers,  as  detailed  by  the 
witnesses,  was  that  they  were  dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  laws,  and  the 
treatment  of  the  colored  people,  and  they  did  not  intend  to  submit  to  it  any  longer,  and 
if  it  were  continued  they  would  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

Question,  "  Dissatisfied  with  the  administration  of  the  law  "  by  whom — not  by  Stor- 
gesf 

Answer,  No,  not  by  Storgee. 

Question,  Then  by  whom  f 

Aiunoer,  I  think  Uiat  one  person  they  complained  of  was  the  sheriff  of  that  county. 

QuesUon,  What  did  they  complain  of  him  lorT 

Answer.  I  have  understood  tney  complained  of  him  because  he  did  not  give  enough 
of  them  offices. 

Question,  That  was  not  the  ''  administration  of  the  law''  T 

Answer,  When  I  say  **  tbe  administration  of  the  law  "  I  mean  the  conduct  of  ftie 
8heri£ 

Question.  Of  what  officer  who  did  administer  the  law  did  they  complain  ?  Did  they 
complain  of  Jnd^e  Bramlette  f 

Answer,  Tes,  su:;  I  have  always  understood  it. 

Question,  At  that  meeting  f 

Answer,  There  was  no  witness  who  detailed  that  they  spoke  of  Judge  Bramlette  by 
name. 

Question,  Then  was  there  any  specific  complaint  of  inefficiency  in  the  administration 
of  the  law,  or  want  of  protection  f  If  so,  of  whom  did  they  complain,  as  you  under- 
stood f 

Answer,  No  witnesses  stated,  according  to  my  recollection,  that  they  mentioned  the 
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name  of  any  officer ;  but  they  stated  that  the  colored  people  were  not  properly  treated 
and  that  some  of  them  had  been  killed ;  and  Warren  Tyler,  I  think,  proposed  that 
they  act  like  the  Indians,  and  that  when  one  of  them  was  killed,  they  in  retaliation  ^ 
and  kill  two. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  to  what  killing  they  had  reference  f 

Anstcer.  1  think  they  had  reference  to  the  killing  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Williams. 

Question.  When  and  where  T 

Ansioer,  In  Lauderdale  Connty. 

Qaestion.  How  long  before  f 

Ansiver,  Williams  was  killed  probably  some  six  months  before. 

Question.  By  open  violeoce  f 

Answer.  By  persons  in  dis^ise  at  night. 

Question.  Did  tbev  complain  that  nobody  had  been  arrested  for  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  they  complained  that  nobody  was  arrested  for  that;  but 
that  was  one  of  the  things  mentioned  in  the  speeches  as  a  grievance. 

Question.  What  other  occurrence  was  referred  to  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  had  reference  to  the  shooting  of  a  man  whose  name  I  do  not 
recollect,  near  Lauderdale  Springs,  and  the  wounding  of  another  man  named  Keyser. 

Question.  Colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  open  violence,  or  by  disguised  men  t 

Answer.  I  think  by  disffuised  men  also. 

Question.  How  long  before  did  that  occur  T 

Answer.  During  the  year  preceding ;  I  do  not  recollect  precisely. 

Question.  Were  any  other  specific  cases  referred  lo  f 

Anstcer.  None  that  I  recollect. 

Qitestion.  And  according  to  your  informatioui  there  was  no  reference  whatever  to  tho 
capture  of  these  negroes  oy  the  men  from  Alabama  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say  that  there  was  no  reference  to  that.  I  examined  seven  or  eight 
witnesses;  but  of  course  I  cannot  recollect  anything  except  the  general  tenor  of  their 
testimony. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  That  was  on  the  trial? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  where  I  got  my  information ;  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  According  to  the  information  derived  by  you,  in  your  position  as  one  of  the 
counsel  who  examined  into  this  affair,  do  yon  give  it  now 'as  ^our  belief  that  the  meet- 
ing had  no  reference  to  the  acts  of  these  men  irom  Alabama  in  carrying  off  negroes  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  it  had,  but  it  may  have  had.  I  cannot  tell  what  in- 
fluences were  brought  to  bear  on  the  ne^^oes  or  what  influence  moved  them  to  call  the 
meeting.  * 

Question.  How  long  before  the  meeting  was  called  had  these  Alabama  men  been 
there — how  many  days  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  recollect ;  but  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February  that  Price 
was  arrested.  This  meeting  was  in  March.  I  cannot  recollect,  but  think  it  was  a 
month  or  more  before. 

Qtiestion.  Had  there  not  been  a  visit  by  these  colored  men  to  the  governor  before  Sat- 
urday.? 

Anstcer.  Clopton,  or  Dennis,  returned  a  day  or  two  before  fix)m  a  visit  to  the  gov- 
ernor. He  said  in  his  speech  that  he  had  seen  Grovemor  Alcorn  and  had  got  no  satis- 
faction from  him. 

Question.  Was  it  with  reference  to  these  offenses  against  colored  men  that  he  asked 
protection  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  were  the  grievances  he  made  known  to  Governor  Al- 
corn :  but  I  suppose  it  was  with  reference  to  the  condition  of  affairs  genendly,  as 
bearing  upon  the  negroes. 

Question.  Were  you  in  town  on  the  first  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  before  Judge  Bram- 
lette? 

Anstcer.  1  was  in  town  at  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  and  came  in  again  between  9 
and  10. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  day  fixed  for  the  hearing  of  the  charges  against  Price. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  there  on  that  day ;  as  I  said  before,  I  came  up  the  road  at  2 
o'clock,  got  off  the  cars  at  the  depot,  and  I  saw  some  armed  men  there. 

Question.  How  many  ? 

Answer.  I  saw  three  or  four. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  talk  with  any  of  them  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  asked  the  clerk  of  the  hotel  what  that  meant.     He  said  they  wero 
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men  from  Ala1>ftm%  who  had  come  over  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  Price,  as  he  un- 
derstood it. 

Question,  How  many  were  there,  on  that  day,  according  to  the  beet  information  yon 
haveT 

Answer.  It  is  difficult  to  say. 

QueeUon,  Were  there  not  forty  or  fifty  T  , 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  there  were  about  a  dozen ;  in  that  I  mav  be  very  wrong 

QueeHon.  Acconiing  to  your  information  was  it  on  that  day  that  the  colored  men 
were  arrested  and  taken  back  f 

Ansvoer.  Tes.  sir;  they  arrested  one  or  more  colored  men  at  the  depot  when  they  got 
uiT,  and  took  them  back  with  them. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  this  man  from  Alabama,  who  was  a  deputy  sheriff,  was  a  col- 
ored man,  and,  as  you  understand,  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  I  mentioned  that  because  I  understood'  that  was  the  reason  why  there  was 
such  an  enmity  existing  between  him  and  Price,  and  the  reason  Price  whipped  him. 

Question.  Was  he,  according  to  your  knowledge,  actually  a  deputy  sheriff  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  it  contradicted,  but  have  frequently  heard  it  stated  that  it 
was  true. 

By  Mr.  Polakd  : 

Qjuestion*  Was  he  a  deputy  sheriff  of  Alabama  t 
Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

By  the  Chairhan  : 

Question.  By  what  legal  regulation  was  it  that  the  deputy  sheriff  of  a  county  in  Ala- 
bama went  to  execute  process  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  t  Had  he  a  requisition  from 
the  governor  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  understand  it.    Of  course  there  was  no  legal  authority  for  it. 

QueetioH,  Then  he  was  really  a  trespasser,  according  to  the  letter  of  the  law,  so  far  as 
that  matter  was  concerned  f 

Answer.  Looking  at  the  naked  letter  of  the  law,  I  suppose  he  would  be. 

Question.  Is  it  usual  at  all  in  your  county  for  deputy  sheriffs  from  Alabama  to  come 
over  and  exercise  their  functions  in  Mississippi? 

Answer.  I  understand  that  the  thing  is  frequently  done. 

Question,  Have  you  known  it  to  be  aone  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  I  think  since  I  have  lived  there  it  has  been  done  once;  but  I  cannot  recol- 
lect the  name  of  the  party. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  the  names  of  those  men  who  canie  from  Alahama  f 

Answer.  In  that  Price  affiair  f 

Question.  Tes,  sir. 

Aneu>er»  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  who  any  of  them  were  f 

Answer ,  There  was  one  man,  I  understood,  by  the  name  of  Reynolds ;  and  it  is  said  he 
was  there  at  the  time  of  the  riot.  I  know  that  man  when  I  see  him,  but  have  only 
learned  his  name  since  the  thing  occurred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  who  any  of  the  others  were  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  One  of  them  by  the  name  of  Murphy  was  ohar^^  on  the  night  of 
the  riot  with  committing  rape  on  a  negro.  He  was  arrested,  put  m  jail,  tried  at  the 
next  court,  and  sent  to  the  penitentiary,  where  he  now  is.  It  is  charged  that  he  came 
there  that  night ;  but  whether  there  is  any  proof  of  it  I  do  not  know ;  nor  do  I  know 
it  has  ever  beien  proved  that  he  came  from  Alabama. 

Question.  Then  according  to  your  information  some  twelve  or  fifteen  men  came  with 
anns  from  Alabama  in  company  with  this  deputy  sheriff  to  attend  this  hearing  ? 

Answer.  About  twelve.  That  is  my  opinion ;  it  is  not  based  on  anything  very  cer- 
tain, because  I  have  no  means  of  knowiug. 

Question.  Is  such  an  occurrence  usual  in  the  administration  of  justice  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  it  is  not  usual ;  and  it  was  disapproved  by  all  good  citizens  of  the 
place. 

Question.  Were  any  of  those  men  arrested  for  inciting  to  riot,  or  endangering  the 
peace  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  None  of  them  t 

Answer.  No^  sir. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  citizens  who  applied  to  you  as  counsel  for  the  arrest  of 
Tyler,  Clopton,  and  Moore,  make  any  appucatiou  to  have  these  armed  Alabamians 
arrested  for  endangering  the  peace  of  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  recollect  now.  I  could  not  name  the  citizens  who  spoke  to 
me  about  it.    There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement. 

Question.  Did  any  excitement  follow  the  visit  of  the  Alabamians  f 

Answer.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  excitement  in  town  on  that  day,  and  a  great  deal 
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of  indignation  on  the  part  of  a  good  many  peaceable,  law-abiding  oitoens  of  the  town 
that  those  men  shoald  come  there  with  giins  in  their  hands. 

Question,  Were  they  understood  to  be  members  of  the  Ku-Klox  organization  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  about  that.  ' 

Question,  You  have  stated  what  the  general  impression  was  abont  a  great  many 
things ;  what  was  it  on  that  subject  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  anybody  who  understood  them  to  be  members  of  the 
Ku-Klux  organization. 

Question,  What  is  your  own  belief  about  it  f 

Ansiper,  I  cannot  say  they  were  members  of  the  Ku-Klux  organizataon. 

Questum.  Have  you  a  belief  on  that  subject  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that  I  have  a  belief. 

Question,  You  know  whether  you  do  or  do  not  think  that  they  were  members  of  that 
organization.  ^ 

Answer,  I  have  no  evidence  that  they  were. 

Question,  Have  you  any  opinion  about  it  f 

Ansxeer,  No,  sir,  I  have  no  opinion  about  it. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  of  the  existence  of  that  organization  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  except  mere  hearsay. 

Question.  Was  there  any  impression  on  either  side  as  to  those  men  being  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer,  The  colored  people  charged  that  they  were. 

Question,  The  charge  made  by  them  at  that  time  was,  that  these  men  who  came  from 
Alabama  were  members  of  the  same  disguised  organization  that  had  killed  Williams; 
was  not  that  their  charge  f 

Answer,  Well,  they  charged  generally  that  these  men  were  Ku-Klux.  As  I  under- 
stood, the  colored  people  made  that  charge,  or  at  least  some  of  them  did. 

Question,  Had  the  charge  that  these  men  were  Ku-Klux  nothing  to  do  with  the  call- 
ing of  the  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  Saturday  T 

Anstcer,  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  do  not  see  that  it  had  anything  to  do  with  it — 9tX 
least  anything  directly  to  do  with  it. 

Question,  You  think  it  had  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  it  had. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  Do  yon  say  that  these  Alabama  men  took  two  colored  men  from  Meridian 
and  carried  them  back  with  them  T 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir.  The  men  they  took  with  them  were  charged  with  having  commit- 
ted a  larceny  over  there.  I  said  one  or  two  men  were  taken  back ;  that  is  what  was 
said — I  never  saw  it — ^that  th^y  did  arrest  one  or  two  men  and  take  them  back  to 
Alabama. 

Question,  You  suppose  that  toil)^  true  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so.:  I  have  heard  it, 

Question,  Do  you  understand  tnat  those  men  coming  fix>m  Alabama  had,  or  proftesed 
to  have,  any  warrant  or  process  whatevet  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that  they  had. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Did  you  follow  that  affisiir  sufficiently  to  know  whether  there  was  actaally 
any  charge  against  the  colored  men  for  larceny  f 

Answer,  I  heard  the  question  asked  afterward ;  and  I  heard  that  they  were  charged 
with  having  committed  a  larceny.  I  cannot  say  who  stated  it — whether  I  saw  it  in 
a  newspaper,  or  whether  it  was  stated  by  some  individual  from  Alabama. 

Question,  Were  they  ever  tried  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  How  far  is  the  county  town  of  Sumter  County  troia  Meridian  t 

Answer.  About  thirty-six  miles. 

Qnestion,  There  is  railroad  communication  between  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  are  in  frequent  interoourse  with  the  members  of  the  bar  of  that 
county,  are  you  notf 

Answer,  I  am  with  one  or  two  of  them.  I  cannot  say  frequent,  but  occasional  inter- 
course. 

Question,  This  affair  having  occurred  and  occasioned  excitement  in  your  town,  did 
you  never  take  interest  enough  to  inquire  whether  the  colored  men  thus  violently  cat- 
ried  off  had  been  tried  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  did  not  myself. 

Question,  Have  you  any  knowledge  as  to  whether  they  have  been  tried  or  not  t 

Answer,  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it,  except  that  I  asked  the  question  of  somebody 
(I  cannot  state  whether  it  was  a  gentleman  from  Alabama,  or  who  it  was)  if  it  was 
true  that  these  men  were  charged  with  larc^iy,  and  according  to  my  recollection,  the 
answer  was  made  that  it  was. 
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Qumtum.  When  you  say  ''cboigedt"  do  yon  mean  that  there  was  any  official  jufor- 
mation  made  against  them — an  affidavit  and  process;  or  do  you  mean  simply  the 
charge  of  those  men  that  took  them  away  f 

AMtcer,  My  understanding  was  not  that  it  was  an  official  eharge. 

Question.  You  understood  it  was  simply  a  charge  made  by  the  men  who  took  them 
away  f  • 

An9wer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Ton  did  not  mean  to  convey  the  idea  that  the  men  were  arrested  in  pnrsu- 
ance  of  any  legal  proceeding  in  Alabama! 

Answer,  No.  sir. 

Question,  That,  then,  was  another  unlawful  seizure  of  colored  men,  and  the  unlawful 
carrying  of  them  from  Mississippi  to  Alabama  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  of  coarse,  as  a  naked  question  of  law,  it  would  be  nnlawfoL 

Question,  And  the  colored  men  charged  that  that  was  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  Yee,  sii'. 

QuesHon.  And  that  occurred  not  more  than  a  week  or  ten  days  before  this  meeting  on 
SaUiiday  f 

Answer,  As  to  the  date  it  is  a  mere  matter  of  opinion ;  I  cannot  recollect.  It  was 
abont  a  month,  I  think. 

QjMsHon,  Then  you  still  think,  although  the  other  occurrences  which  were  complained 
of  had  occurred  six  months  or  more  before,  that  this  affair  had  nothing  to  do  with  the 
caliing  of  the  meeting  on  Saturday  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  think  (I  may  be  mistaken)  that  the  witnesses  who  detailed 
what  they  heard  ^he  speakers  say  said  that  that  was  any  part  of  their  grievances, 
though  it  may  have  been,  and  the  witnesses  may  have  stated  so. 

ByMr.  Coburn: 

Question,  Were  any  of  these  Alabamians  at  that  fire  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of,  unless  they  happened  to  be  in  town. 

Question,  Were  any  of  them  at  the  riot  f    If  so,  tell  their  names. 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  a  number  of  them  came  on  Monday  night,  and  were 

there  during  at  least  a  i>ortion  of  the  night.    They  came  in  on  t-he  train  about  10 

o'clock  at  night,  and  left  at  2  o'clook  the  same  night ;  or  rather,  I  think,  the  train  left 

at  half  paattwo. 
QussHon,  Wa«  or  was  not  that  the  night  the  chnsoh  was  burned  f 
Answer.  That  was  ^e  night  the  church  was  burned,  and  the  night  Aaron  Moore's 

house  waa  burned. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  But  after  the  riot  was  overt 
Answer.  After  the  riot  was  over. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  fire,  yon  say,  occurred  on  Saturday  night.  Abont  what  time  on  Satur- 
day night  was  the  sdarm  given  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  was  very  soon  after  dark. 

Question.  What  time  had  the  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  Saturday  a^ionmed  t 

Answer.  From  all  the  information  I  have  it  was  about  sundown. 

Question.  At  that  season  of  the  year  there  would  probably  be  an  hour  intervening  be- 
tween that  and  the  time  when  the  fire  occurred  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  abont  an  hour. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question.  1  wish  you  to  state  what  Alabamians  you  knew  to  be  in  town  on  Monday 
night,  what  church  was  burned,  what  church  was  offensive  or  not  offensive  to  the  peo- 
ple of  that  town,  and  what  had  been  done  in  that  church. 

Answer,  I  have  stated  it  was  understood  there  were  some  Alabamians  in  town  that 
night.  The  colored  Baptist  church  was  burned  between  12  and  2  o'clock.  That  church 
lu3  been  used  for  several  years,  I  think,  by  the  teachers  of  the  colored  schools. 

Question,  What  other  churches  are  there  in  town  t 

Answer.  About  seventy-five  or  one  hundred  yards  from  it  is  the  colored  Methodist 
church.  That  has  been  used  all  the  time,  as  is  understood,  for  the  meeting  of  the 
Loyal  League  and  for  the  holding  of  the  colored  people's  political  meetings,  except 
this  one,  which  they  held  in  the  court-house. 

Question.  State  in  which  church  meetings  offensive  to  the  people  of  Meridian  had 
been  held  t 

Answer.  They  were  held  in  the  colored  Methodist  church,  as  I  have  stated. 

Question.  Was  there  any  feeling  in  Meridian  against  the  colored  Baptist  church  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  any  expressed. 

Question,  State,  if  you  feel  free  to  do  so,  who  you  think  burned  that  Baptist  church. 

Answa:  I  think  tiie  Baptist  church  was  burned  by  those  men  who  came  over  from 
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Alabama,  or  by  men  wlio  were  not  acquainted  with  the  town,  or  the  feeling  of  the 
people  in  the  town. 

Qtiestion,  Why  do  you  say  that  T 

Answer.  I  say  that  because,  if  the  people  of  Meridian  had  been  disposed  to  bum  either 
church,  they  would  have  burned  the  Methodist  church. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  What  became  of  those  two  negroes  who  were  taken  over  to  Alabama  t  Did 
thev  ever  get  back  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  them  since  f 

Answer,  1  never  have  heard  of  them  since.  I  never  have  heard  anyiliing  said  of 
them  except  what  I  have  stated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  did  the  fire  on  Saturday  evening  originate  f 

Answer,  From  what  I  saw  and  from  what  I  have  been  told,  it  originated  in  the  sec- 
ond story  of  Theodore  Sturges's  store-room,  and  in  that  part  of  the  store  adjoining  the 
store  of  Hurlbutt  &  Brother.  , 

Question,  Was  it  an  accidental  fire,  or  was  there  a  charge  that  it  was  an  incendiary 
firet 

Answer.  It  has  been  changed,  and  is  generaUy  believed  that  it  was  an  incendiary  fire. 

Question.  Was  Theodore  Sturges  the  mayor  f 

Answer,  He  was  the  brother  of  William  Sturges,  the  mayor. 

Question.  You  say  it  was  believed  to  have  been  an  incendiary  fire  f 

Answer,  It  has  been  so  charged,  and  is  generally  believed. 

Question.  Has  it  been  the  subject  of  dispute  between  the  white  and  black  population 
as  to  how  the  fire  occurred  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  about  that. 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  against  anybody  specifically  for  causing  that  firef 

Answer.  It  is  said  that  Clopton  on  the  night  of  the  fire  said  that  ^*  the  white  people 
had  set  the  town  on  fire,  and  now  the  town  might  bum  up." 

Question,  My  object  inputting  that  question  was  to  ascertain  whether  anybody  was 
arrested  for  cansing  the  nre,  or  whether  the  hearing  which  came  off  on  Monday  was 
exclusively  upon  a  charge  of  uttering  in  the  meeting  of  the  Saturday  night  previous 
these  expressions  calculated  to  incite  to  riot  t 

Answer.  Nobody  was  arrested  on  a  charge  of  setting  the  town  on  fire ;  but  a  com- 
mittee was  appointed  on  Monday  to  investigate  that  subject ;  and  at  that  meeting,  or 
the  one  on  the  next  day,  a  committee  was  also  appointed  to  investigate  the  facts  in 
relation  to  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  honse  and  the  church ;  and  resolutions  were 
introduced  and  passed  condemning  the  burning  of  the  church^  and  of  Aaron  Moore's 
house. 

Question,  At  whose  instance  was  that  committee  raised  t 

Answer.  At  the  instance  of  the  white  people  who  held  the  meeting.  I  believe  there 
were  some  colored  people  at  the  meeting ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  that  committee  come  to  any  conclusion  charging  anybody  with  start-* 
ing  the  fire  of  Saturday  night  ? 

Anstcer.  One  committee  man,  Mr.  Steel,  told  me"  that  fi*om  all  the  evidence  before 
the  committee  they  l>elieved  the  house  was  set  on  fire. 

Question.  By  whom  ? 

Answer,  They  believed  it  was  set  on  fire  by  Sttfrges  himself. 

Question,  Dia  they  so  report? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  so  report.  They  reported  that  it  was  set  on  fire^  but 
they  did  not  state  by  whom. 

Question,  Was  Sturges  arrested  f 

Answer,  He  had  gone.  That  committee  was  appointed  on  Monday,  and  reported  on 
Tuesday  or  Wednesday.  There  were  three  meetings  held — one  on  Monday,  one  on 
Tuesday,  and  one  on  Wednesday. 

Question.  Has  Sturges  ever  been  indicted? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  to  my  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Poland: 
Q^estion.  Which  Sturges  was  this  f 
j4  ne'****  William  Sturges,  the  mayor. 

^^A^^  the  Chaikman  : 
Questi^'  ^^^  ^y  *^^*  *^®  belief  was  that  it  was  set  on  fire  by  Sturges;  which  of 

(1  cannot-  ^  ^^^^  ^^^  *^^®  about  that :  it  is  the  general  belief  of  the  people  of  Meridian— 

Ime  that^^®  **™®»  ^^^  ^®  '"^^j  so  far  as  I  know 

answer  wa 
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By  Mr.  Pool: 

Questicn,  Do  yoa  mean  the  people,  white  and  black  t 

Answer,  No, sir;  I  do  not  inclade  the  black  people — that  that  house  was  set  on  fire, 
and  that  the  proprietors  of  it  had  knowledge  of  the  iAct. 

Question.  Who  were  the  proprietors? 

Armver.  Well,  Theodore  Stnrges.  William  Sturges  was  generally  regarded  as  one  of 
the  proprietors,  thoagh  he  acted  as  clerk. 

Question.  Was  it  insured  f 

Anetcer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  goods  insured  for  more  than  their  value  f 

Anstcer.  It  is  said  they  were  insured  to  their  full  value,  and  probably  a  little  more — 
to  their  full  value  at  least.  I  have  always  understood  that  the  house  and  goods  were 
insured,  (of  course  I  cannot  be  certain  about  that,)  for  about  (10,000,  perhaps  $11,000; 
and  I  have  heard  a  good  many  citizens  say  that  ttoy  did  not  tMnk  the  house  and  stocK 
were  worth  more  than  $8,000  at  the  highest. 

Q,uestion.  Did  others  put  it  up  at  the  full  valuation  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  anybody  put  it  up  to  its  full  valuation* 

Question.  Has  the  insurance  company  contested  the  liability  f 

Answer.  I  have  understood  that  they  have  not  paid  it. 

Question.  When  you  heard  this  man  Dennis  speaking  about  hauling  the  goods  of 
Stiirges,  did  you  attach  any  significance  to  that  as  connected  with  this  not,  or  with  the 
origin  of  the  fire? 

Anstcer.  I  thought  it  was  a  very  unusual  remark. 

Queslion.  Did  it  show  anything  more  than  his  friendship  for  Sturges  ? 

Answer.  His  remark  that  he  was  ready  for  the  fight  if  they  want^  to  fight,  made,  of 
coarse,  au  impression  upon  my  mind.    • 

Question.  I  thought  it  was  the  other  part  of  the  remark  that  you  attached  importance 
to — the  remark  that  he  would  haul  away  the  goods,  even  if  he  did  not  get  pay  for  it? 

Answer.  That  remark  of  itself  would  not  have  attracted  my  attention  particularly. 

Question.  ^Were  the  goods  saved  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  they  were. 

Question.  They  were  not  burned  then  ? 

Answer.  A  portion  of  them  was  saved — a  portion  of  the  stock  of  Sturges  and  Hurl- 
butt. 

Question.  Recurring  to  the  subject  of  the  trial,  I  have  understood  you  to  say  that 
when  this  difficulty  in  the  court-house  originateid,  you  were  acting  as  counsel  for  the 

Erosecution?  How  far  was  Tyler  irom  you  at  the  time  when  Brantley  started  toward 
im  with  the  cane  ? 

Answtr.  Well,  he  was  about  eight  or  ten  feet. 

Question.  Was  anybody  between  you  and  him  ? 

Answer.  At  the  time  he  started  there  was  not. 

Question.  You  saw  him  reach  to  his  pocket  as  if  for  a  pistol  when  Brantley  started 
toward  him  I 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  immediatelv  after  the  shot  was  fired,  were  you  in  such  a  position  as 
to  see  whether  Tyler  fired  that  shot  or  not  ? 

An$wer.  No,  sir ;  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Shedd  was  sitting  on  my  right ;  he 
stepped  forward  to  catch  Brantley  and  assist  the  marshal;  and  he  passed  between  me 
and  Tyler.  I  do  not  know  that  I  would  have  seen  Tyler  at  any  rate ;  my  attention 
may  have  been  attracted  to  Brantley  and  the  marshaL 

Question.  You  said  you  saw  the  shot  fired  from  the  direction  of  the  door  leading  to 
the  sheriff's  office ;  how  far  was  that  door  from  where  Tyler  was  ? 

Answer.  About  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  Tyler. 

Question.  And  in  the  same  direction  that  Tyler  was  from  you,  but  ten  or  twelve  feet 
further  away  ? 

Answer.  It  was  further  away.  Tyler  was  not  exactly  on  a  line  between  me  and  the 
door. 

Question.  When  yon  say  that  the  shot  came  from  the  direction  of  the  door,  do  you 
mean  to  convey  the  impression  that  Tyler  fired  that  shot  ? 

Answer,  That  is  what  I  think. 

Question.  Had  the  marshal  got  hold  of  him? 

Answer.  The  marshal  had  hold  of  Brantley,  the  witness. 

Question.  Had  any  one  seized  hold  of  Tyler? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  not  in  such  a  position  that  after  seeing  Tyler  put  his  hand  in  his 
pocket  as  if  for  a  pistol,  if  he  had  raised  his  arm  to  ^oot,  you  wouM  have  seen  him  ? 

Anstcer.  If  this  ^ntleman  had  not  passed  between  him  and  me,  and  I  had  kept  my 
eyes  in  that  direction,  I  would  have  seen  him ;  but  the  catching  hold  of  the  witness 
by  the  marshal  near  to  mo  attracted  my  attention  as  well  as  the  movement  of  Tyler ; 
and  as  I  have  said,  immediately  after  the  marshal  caught  hold  of  the  witness,  a  gen- 
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tleman  by  the  name  of  Shedd  passed  between  me  and  Tyler  to  catch  hold  of  the  wit- 
ness also ;  and  he  did  it. 

Question.  Just  then  you  heard  the  shot  f 

Afunoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  passing  between  you  and  the  witness,  did  Shedd  also  pass  between  yon 
and  Tyler  t 

Answer.  I  meant  to  say  that  he  passed  between  me  and  Tyler. 

QuesUon,  The  witness  was  beyond  Tyler  f 

Ansufer.  No,  sir ;  the  witness  was  to  my  left,  and  Tyler  was  in  firont,  a  little  to  my 
right. 

ByMr.  Cobubk: 

Q^e8tlUm,  Where  was  the  justice  of  the  peace  t 

Answer,  Almost  directly  in  front  of  me. 

QuestUnu  How  £ar  from  yon! 

Answer.  About  eight  feet. 

Question.  An  indiscriminate  firing  followed  the  first  shot  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. , 

Question.  You  say  that  af)»r  that  occurrence  three  colored  men  were  arrested  and. 
put  hi  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  his  officers.    What  were  they  arrested  forT 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  I  understood  that  the  sheriff  issued  an  order  to  have  arms 
taken  away  from  all  persons ;  why  these  three  colored  men  were  arrested  I  do  not 
know. 

Question.  Those  three  men  who  were  arrested  were  all  killed,  were  they  not! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

QuetOum.  They  were  placed  in  the  charge  of  the  sheriff  and  his  deputies  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.         • 

Question.  It  was  known  who  those  deputies  were  t 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  inquiry  made  as  to  how  and  by  whom  those  three  colored  men 
were  gotten  out  of  the  custody  of  the  officers  and  kuled  T 

Answer.  The  whole  matter  of  the  riot,  and  everything  in  connection  with  it,  was 
investigated  by  the  circuit  judge  of  the  district.  Judge  Leachman,  immediately  after 
the  rio^  upon  the  special  request,  as  I  understood,  of  Governor  Alcorn,  who  sent  over 
an  attorney  to  represent  the  State :  and  the  circuit  attorney  assisted  him  in  doing  so. 
The  whole  matter  was  investi&^tea. 

Question.  You  mean  the  whole  matter  of  the  riot  occurring  on  Monday  afternoon ;  but 
did  that  investigation  include  the  inquiry  as  to  how  those  three  colored  men  had  been 
killed? 

Aiiewer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  investigation  disclose  who  had  killed  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Questions  What  account  did  the  deputies  give  as  to  the  manner  in  which  the  men  had 
got  out  of  their  custody  f 

Answer.  I  think,  from  reading  the  testimony,  that  the  deputy  stated  that  he  left 
them  in  the  hands  of  some  persons^  as  a  guard ;  and  I  think  that  guard  stated  that 
they  left  them  in  the  hainds  of  some  other  persons ;  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question.  Did  it  appear  in  the  investigation  who  actually  took  them  out  of  the  custody 
of  the  officers,  whoever  the  officers  may  have  been  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  appeared  that  they  were  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  those  who  had 
them  in  charge  by  some  persons  unknown ;  but  I  do  not  recollect  who  it  was  t&at  had 
tiiiem. 

Question.  Were  those  unknown  persons  any  of  these  Alabamis^ns  who  came  in  on  Mon- 
day night T 

Ansujer.  They  were  unknown  persons ;  I  cannot  say  they  were  Alabamians. 

Q^uesiUm,  You  do  not  know  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestUnt.  You  had  no  knowledge  of  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  With  which  party  do  you  act  there  t 

Answer.  When  I  vote,  I  act  with  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Were  these  men,  who  called  upon  you  to  prosecute  the  negroes  for  the 
meeting  held  on  Saturday,  members  of  that  party,  or  were  any  republicans  t 

Ansu!er.  1  do  not  think  any  of  them  were  republicans ;  I  think  they  were  all  demo- 
crats. 

Question.  Did  this  question  assume  a  political  aspect  and  arouse  heat  as  a  party 
question  T 

^nswer.  I  cannot  say  that  it  assumed  a  party  aspect.  There  was  a  fi;reat  deal  of 
excitement,  and  it  is  generally  believed  that  it  was  brought  about  by  the  conduct  of 
Sturges  and  Price. 
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Question,  Altogether  f 
Answer.  Tea,  sir^  altogether. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QMCstion.  When  you  say  "  generally  believed,"  do  you  mean  believed  by  both  whites 
and  blacks  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  speak  \dth  reference  to  the  blacks. 
Question,  Do  you  mean  believed  by  the  democrats  f 
Angioer.  By  the  white  people  generally ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  all  democrats. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  there  any  public  sentiment  on  the  subject  among  the  blacks  there  f 

Answer.  Well,  from  my  understanding,  some  of  the  colored  people  think  that  Clop- 
ton  and  Tyler  were  very  bad  negroes^  and  they  condemn  their  conduct  at  the  riot  and 
preceding  the  riot. 

Question.  Did  any  portion  of  the  population  of  that  town  justify  the  conduct  of  those 
men  in  comiss  over  fix>m  Alabama  T 

Answer.  W^  sir,  I  have  never  heard  a  single  man  in  the  town  justify  it.  Hiere 
TD9,y  be  men  who  justify  it,  but  I  have  never  heard  them. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  any  of  them  excuse  itT 

Answer,  Well,  I  may  have  heard  some  men  rather  excuse  it. 

Question.  On  what  ground  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  state  the  ground— onlv  this :  they  under- 
stood ^at  Price  had  stated  to  his  attorneys  that  if,  at  the  examination,  he  was  held 
to  bail,  he  would  resist,  and  I  think  it  was  generally  understood,  where  he  came  from, 
that  he  was  rather  a  brave,  determined  man.  That  is  the  only  reason  I  have  heard 
given  for  it. 

QueeOon,  Then  the  original  mistake  was  when  counsel  on  both  sides  consented  that 
a  man  charged  with  a  criminal  offense  should  run  away  from  investigation,  instead 
of  retaining  him  and  giving  him  justice,  whether  he  was  guilty  or  innocent  f 

Anwser.  I  did  not  state  that  it  was  a  mistake. 

Question,  Was  not  that  the  beginning  of  the  mistake,  so  far  as  the  legal  proceedings 
were  concerned  f 

Jbiswer,  Of  course  it  was  the  duty  of  the  State  to  prosecute  the  man ;  but  I  under- 
stood the  republicans  themselves  brought  that  thing  about. 

^Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  both  parties,  the  counsel  for  Price  and  also 
the  prosecuting  officers,  concurred  in  advising  him  to  leave  t 

Ansiper,  I  understood  that  they  consented  U>  it,  after  the  republicans  advised  it. 

Question,  Whenever  it  may  have  been,  there  was  consent  given  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  thought  it  best  for  the  community,  for  fear  of  a  difficulty. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Question.  You  say  that  after  S^turges  became  mayor  and  Price  came  there,  the  negroes 
behaved  bad^ ;  what  did  they  do  7 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  said  before,  I  do  not  think  there  was  a  night  passed  that  they 
were  not  firing  guns  all  night  at  intervals. 

Questi07i.  Did  they  shoot  anybody  t 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  anybody  being  shot,  except  one  ot  two  men  who  were 
shot  on  the  night  of  the  fire^  as  they  were  going  to  the  fire. 

Question.  Did  anybody  apprehend  that  there  ^aa  any  design  on  the  part  of  the  ne- 
groes to  kiD  anybody  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attack  by  them  on  anybody  t 

Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  uneasiness  expressed  on  account  of  the  fibring  of 
guns  every  night  and  the  general  demeanor  of  the  negroes. 

Question.  I  want  to  get  at  something  specific. 

Answer.  I  will  state  one  specific  act.  They  collected  together  one  night  armed  (so  it 
is  said ;  I  did  not  see  them)  and  went  to  the  house  of  one  of  the  citizens,  collected  round 
his.  house,  shouted,  hallooed,  and  sang  some  very  obnoxious  songs ;  I  do  not  reoollect 
what  they  were. 

QuesHon.  "  Old  John  Brown  T" 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  recollect  the  songs.  Their  general  conduct  in  marching 
through  tlie  streets  that  night  alarmed  some  other  citizens  whom  I  have  heard  speak 
of  it. 

Question.  On  any  occasion  did  they  ever  show  any  desire  or  disposition  to  harm  any- 

Answer.  Of  course  I  can  only  give  my  opinion  about  it.  My  opinion  is  that  the  negro 
population,  if  left  alone,  with  no  improper  influences  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  are  a 
very  harmless  and  a  very  quiet  race  of  people.  But  when  improper  influence  is  brought 
to  bear  upon  them,  when  bad  men  exert  a  bad  influence  upon  them,  ^ey  can  be  made 
of  course  to  do  unlawful  things. 
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Question.  Did  they  ever  in  any  instance  make  any  attack  upon  any  one,  or  endearor 
to  do  any  person  any  harm  or  iigory  f 

Anstcer.  Since  you  have  mentioned  that,  it  brings  to  my  mind  one  case  of  that  kind. 

Qiteaiion.  Let  us  have  the  exact  facts. 

Answer.  Some  time  before  the  fire  two  young  men,  Hodges  and  Williams,  were  walk- 
ing  along.    This  is  all  hearsay. 

Queation,  It  is  something  that  you  believe  to  be  true  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  it  contradicted.  They  were  walking  through  a  portion 
of  the  town  where  the  colored  people  live.  • 

Question.  These  were  white  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Some  of  the  colored  people  ran  out  and  arrested  them,  being  them- 
selvee  armed,  (and  I  have  understood  that  this  man  Tyler  was  among  them,)  and  threat- 
ened to  kill  them,  charging  them  with  being  Ku-Klux ;  and  they  would  have  done  it, 
had  not  an  old  negro  come  up  and  interfered  and  begged  them  to  desist,  and  told  these 
young  men  to  run.    They  ran,  and  the  negroes  fired  at  them,  I  think,  as  they  ran. 

Question,  They  were  not  hurt  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  were  walking  along  the  public  street  at  the  time,  as  I  under- 
stood. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  prosecuted  for  this  attack  upon  Hodges  and  Williams  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  nobody  was  prosecuted  for  that. 

Question.  Did  these  young  men  ever  make  any  complaint  to  anybody  t 

Answer.  They  told  it ;  everybody  in  town  heard  of  it,  I  suppose. 

Qu^sUon.  Do  you  mean  to  say  to  this  committee  that  when  a  x>arcel  of  negroes  set 
upon  t%vo  white  men  and  undertake  to  take  their  lives  by  firing  upon  them,^oh  an 
occurrence  can  pass  by  in  your  town  without  being  prosecuted  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  were  some  reasons  which  I  do  not  know  for  their  not  being 
prosecuted. 

Questi4>n.  You  have  told  us  that  everything  is  peaceable  and  quiet  in  your  communitv ; 
that  tJiie  laws  can  be  executed  there,  and  are  executed.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  if  a 
band  of  negroes  made  an  assault  and  undertook  to  take  the  lives  of  two  white  men,  no 
attention  would  bo  paid  to  it,  and  no  legal  proceedings  be  instituted  f 

Answer.  None  were  taken  in  that  case. 

Question.  State  whether  you  believe  such  a  thing  could  be  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  so  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  main  fact  to  have  been  true — that  the  negroes  under- 
took to  take  the  lives  of  those  two  men  and  fired  upon  them? 

Answer.  The  young  men  were  told  to  run ;  they  were  tired  upon  after  they  started. 
I  do  not  know  whether  the  negroes  attempted  to  kill  them  or  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  those  two  white  men,  or  any  other  two  white  men, 
would  allow  any  such  thing  as  that  to  pass  without  beiug  prosecut'Od  f 

Answer.  I  will  state  what  I  have  understood  iu  reference  to  that  matter.  Sturges  was 
mayor,  and  one  of  the  young  meu  was  clerk  in  the  house  adjoining  him  with  a  young 
man  who  was  a  relative  of  Sturges ;  and  I  think  that  the  matter  was  smothered  up  for 
reasons  I  do  not  altogether  know. 

Question.  Would  there  have  been  any  difficulty  in  your  town  or  county  in  prosecut- 
ing and  punishing  a  negro  for  an  assault  with  intent  to  kill  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  true  that  two  white  men  were  assaulted  by  a  band 
of  negroes,  and  an  attempt  made  to  take  their  lives,  and  yet  that  they  made  no  move- 
ment for  a  prosecution? 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  main  fact  was  true;  whether  all  the  facts  detailed  were  true 
or  not  I  do  not  pretend  to  know. 

Question,  Conceding  the  account  to  be  true  that  there  was  an  assault  on  these  men, 
an  attempt  to  take  their  lives,  how  did  it  happen  that  no  proceedings  were  taken  to 
redress  the  matter  by  law  ? 

Answer.  Well,  I  ^ave  you  the  reason,  as  I  understood,  why  it  was  not  done. 

Question.  But  it  is  a  very  flimsy  reason. 

Answer.  That  is  the  reason  as  I  understood  it ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  a  good 
one  or  not. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  What  was  the  reason  you  gave  ? 

Answer.  One  of  the  young  men,  Hodges,  was  in  the  employ  of  young  Hur}butt  in  the 
house  next  door  to  Sturges,  and  bis  employer  was  Sturees's  relative.  Hodges  and  Williams 
were  together ;  and  I  understood  at  the  time  that  the  matter  was  suppressed  without 
a  prosecution  for  some  reason ;  I  did  not  exactly  know  what  the  reason  was;  I  nevei 
inquired  into  it  particularly. 

By  Mr.  Poland  : 

Qtietficm.  This  matter  was  pabUolir  knowui  was  it  ? 
Anmotr,  Yea,  sir. 
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Quesiian,  You  arc  a  lawyer  and  live  in  a  community  where  tliis  assault  was  com- 
mitted, this  attempt  to  take  the  lives  of  two  men,  and  yet  you  did  not  do  anything 
aboat  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  no  particular  concern  of  mine. 

Question.  Whether  the  men  were  killed  or  not  f 

Answer.  Of  course  I  am  concerned  as  a  citizen  of  the  community ;  hut  I  suppose  it 
was  the  business  of  the  mayor,  the  men  who  were  officers,  to  have  that  matter  investi- 
gated, and  not  the  business  of  private  citizens. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  What  was  it  alleged  these  young  men  were  doing,  or  had  done,  to  provoke 
this  assault  f 

Answer.  I  understood  they  were  walking  along  the  street  in  that  part  of  the  town 
where  the  colored  people  live. 

Qwttion.  And  were  doing  nothing  at  all — ^had  done  nothing  t 

Answer.  I  understood  they  wei'e  just  simply  walking  along  the  street.  All  I  have 
stated  about  that  matter  is  hearsay. 

By  Mr.  Beck  :  . 

Question.  You  stated,  as  I  understood,  that  your  community  was  not  disturbed  by  any 
bad  influences — that  your  white  and  black  people  got  along  very  harmoniously 
together  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  yon  to  say  that  there  is  no  bad  feeling  between  the  great 
mass  o{  the  races  f  / 

Answer.  None  at  all  in  our  community,  unless  improper  influences  are  brought  to  bear 
on  the  colored  population. 

Question.  State,  as  specifically  as  you  can,  what  manner  of  man  Sturges,  the  mayor, 
was;  whether  or  not  even  the  republicans  themselves  had  not  applied  for  his  removal, 
becanse  of  his  bad  influence  on  the  colored  people.  Give  us  his  general  character  as 
a  preflierver  of  the  peace,  and  also  state  whetner  there  was  any  application  by  republi-^ 
cans  for  his  removal,  and  if  so,  for  what  cause. 

Answer.  His  general  character  as  a  man  was  bad.  I  understood  before  he  left  there 
that  some  of  the  republicans  had  made  application,  or  intended  making  application,  to 
have  him  removed  and  some  other  person  appointed  in  his  place. 

Question.  State  whether  it  was  his  duty,  by  law,  to  prevent  the  indiscriminate  shoot- 
ing of  iire-arms  about  on  the  streets,  and  whether  he  carried  out  that  law  so  far  as  the 
negroes  were  concerned. 

Anstver.  There  was  an  ordinance  of  the  town  against  it,  and  there  was  a  standing 
complaint  in  reference  to  it.  Bat  the  ordinance  was  never  executed,  and  the  firing 
contmned  up  to  the  time  he  left  the  place. 

Question.  Was  it  the  duty  of  the  mayor  to  see  that  the  ordinance  was  enforced  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  ffcnerally  understood  that  that  is  the  duty  of  snch  officers. 

Question,  Was  it  regarded  as  part  of  Sturges's  object  to  keep  on  such  terms  with  the 
colored  men  that  he  could  control  them  in  his  own  interest  mr  his  own  reelection — ^to 
keep  him  in  his  place  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  generally  understood  and  believed  that  hie  object  was  to 
Ingratiate  himself  with  the  colored  people  and  get  their  votes  and  their  influence. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  to  be  for  that  reason  that  he  winked  at  their  ille'^al  acts — 
their  shooting  and  general  misconduct  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    About  one-half  of  his  policemen  were  colored  men. 

Questioti,  How  long  had  that  man  Price  been  in  Meridian  before  the  time  of  the 
riotT 

Answer,  1  think  he  had  been  there  about  six  months. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  whether  he  was  aspiring  for  public  position  and  expecting  to 
get  the  negro  vote  ? 

Answer.  He  was  a  very  influential  man  among  the  negroes,  and  he  was  never  known 
to  associate  with  anybody  else.  It  is  said  he  was  never  seen  upon  the  streets  except  in 
oompany  with  a  ne^ro.  I  never  saw  him  upon  the  streets  without  his  having  a  n^gro 
in  company  with  him.  I  never  saw  him  but  two  or  three  times  during  the  whole  time 
he  was  there. 

Question.  Was  it  said  that  he  was  aspiring  for  political  position  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  his  inducing  a  number  of  negroes  to  oome 
there  for  any  political  purpose  t 

Answer.  It  is  said  he  brought  a  considerable  number  of  negroes  there  from  Sumter 
County,  Alabama,  and  was  active  in  getting  them  places  on  &ms  and  inducing  them 
to  come  to  the  city. 

QuestUnL  Wa0  his  purpose  in  so  doing  ever  indicated;  I  mean  any  personal  purpose 
of  his.  own  t 
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An9voefr,  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  act  that  he  did.  We  have  never  had  an 
election  there  since  the  reconstruction  acts  were  passed ;  I  mean  any  city  election. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  whether  Price  and  the  negro  man,  Aaron  Kennaid,  whom  you 
have  spoken  of,  had  heen  members  of  the  same  Loyal  League  in  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  understood  they  had  been  at  one  time. 

Qu^iHon,  State  what  was  the  cause  of  the  misunderstanding  between  them,  as  ytiu 
heard  it. 

Answer,  I  never  heard  it.    I  do  not  know  the  cause ;  I  never  heard  of  any  canse. 

Qwesiion,  Did  yon  never  hear  of  any  quarrcA  between  them  while  members  of  the 
same  league  in  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  understood  that  Price  disliked  Aaron  Eennard  very  mncb, 
because  he  belonged  to  a  different  political  party ;  but  what  caused  the  rupture  I  do 
not  know. 

Question,  How  many  men  went  with  Price  in  disguise  at  the  time  Aaron  Kenuord 
was  whipped  f 

Ansxcer,  I  have  underetood  that  there  were  half  a  dozen  or  more. 

QuesUon,  Disguised  as  Ku>Kluz  f 

Answer,  Disguised  as  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  How  were  they  said  to  have  been  disgnised  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  the  dissuise  described.  I  think  it  was  uilderstood  that  the 
Ku-Klux  were  generally  men  in  oisguise. 

Question.  Are  not  all  men  who  commit  offenses  in  disguise  called  Ku-Klux  in  your 
country  f 

Ahstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  called  Ku-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  all  men  who  are  disguised  are  disguised  as  Ku- 
KhixT 

Answer,  That  would  be  owing  to  the  purpose  for  which  the  disguise  was  used.  I  do 
not  understand  that  there  is  any  peculiar  disguise  for  the  Ku-Klux. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  All  disguised  men  are  considered  Ku-Klux  in  your  community  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  these  men  were  disguised  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  charge. 

Question,  And  they  did,  while  so  disguised,  in  the  night,  attack  this  man  Aaron 
Kennard  f 

Answer,  1  learned  that  from  the  district  attorney,  who  showed  me  the  affidavit  con- 
taining the  charge.  The  charge  was  made  under  the  statute  passed  for  the  punishment 
of  that  crime. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  they  whipped  or  beat  him  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  was  whipped  or  beaten. 
Question,  Was  he  scourged  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  what  signification  you  give  to  the  term;  I  have  used  the 
word  "beaten"  heretofore. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  was  the  general  character  of  Price  in  your  community  ? 

Answer,  His  general  char&cter  was  that  of  a  very  bad  man,  and  a  man  whose  only 
associates  were  the  colored  people. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  an  application  for  the  removal  of  your  mayor 
had  been  made  to  the  governor  before  this  speaking  on  the  Saturday  preceding  the 
riot,  and  whether  those  men  were  trying  to  keep  him  in  office  as  their  fiiend  ?. 

Answer.  You  mean  the  colored  people! 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  I  have  always  understood  that  the  colored  people  opi>osed  every  movement 
gotten  up  for  the  removal  of  Stnrges,  and  were  very  anxious  he  should  be  retained  as 
mayor. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether,  before  the  meeting  on  Saturday,  they  had  been 
advised  that  application  had  been  made  to  the  governor  for  his  removal  i  » 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  had  been  or  not. 

Question.  On  the  night  of  the  fire,  was  it  charged  that  some  of  the  bad  negroes  shot 
at  the  white  men  who  were  trying  to  put  out  the  fire  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  said  (and  some  witnesses  have  stated  that  fact  in  the  investi- 

fation)  that  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Ray  was  shot  at  afad  struck  with  one  or  two 
alls  as  he  was  going  to  or  from  the  fire,  I  do  not  recollect  which ;  and  I  think  tha^ 
other  persons  besides  young  Ray  were  shot  at. 
Question,  Was  it  charged  that  they  were  shot  at  by  negroes  f 
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Answer.  Yefi,  sir ;  shot  at  by  negroes. 

Question,  Was  it  charged  that  men  like  Clopton  and  that  class  of  bad  ncgrbes  were 
discouragintf  their  colored  brethren  from  aiding  in  putting  out  the  fire  f 

Anmcr.  \cs,  sir.  I  heard  one  or  two  men  state  that  Clopton  came  up  to  where  some 
colored  men  were  at  work  in  saving  some  goods,  and  ordered  them  away,  and  told  them 
not  to  assist ;  that  the  town  was  set  afire,  and  that  the  white  people  did  it,  and  *^  Damn 
it,  let  the  town  bum."  He  did,  as  I  understood,  make  a  portion  of  them  desist  from 
rolling  out  the  goods  and  leave. 

Qu&Uon.  At  previous  fires  had  not  the  negro  population  generally  aided  very  freely 
in  extinguishing  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  a  seneral  thing  they  rendered  very  good  service.  I  noticed  them 
on  one  occasion  particularly.  A  great  many  of  them  rendered  very  good  service  in 
trjing  to  save  goods  and  put  out  the  fire. 

Question,  A  public  meeting  of  the  citizens  was  held  on  Monday  morning  after  the 
fire,  and  after  the  incendiary  speeches  of  Saturday ;  and  you  were  asked  awhile  ago 
by  the  chairman  whether  an v  meeting  was  held  when  the  Alabamians  came  over.  Had 
these  Alabamians  done  anything  or  made  any  speeches,  so  far  as  you  knew  or  heard  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  There  was  indignation  at  their  being  there  with  arms? 

Answer,  There  was  a  great  deal  of  indication  on  the  part  of  the  citizens. 

Qxiestion.  But  nothing  to  call  out  a  public  meeting? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  had  done  nothing  and  said  nothing,  so  far  as  you  knew  or  heard? 

Answer,  Nothing,  except  what  I  have  stated. 

Question,  They  believed  Price  would  not  submit  to  a  prosecution  for  having  whipped 
this  other  man  ? 

Answer,  That  was  the  pretext  they  had,  as  I  understood,  for  going  there;  that  Price 
said  he  would  resist  if  he  were  held  to  bail  or  sent  to  jaU. 

Question,  Was  it  not  said  on  the  morning  of  the  trial  that  the  sheriff  had  disarmed 
Warren  Tyler  before  he  took  him  into  court  ?  • 

Answer,  I  have  heard  it  said  that  the  sheriff  disarmed  him ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  was  the  fact  or  not. 

QuesUon.  You  did  not  see  the  sheriff  disarm  him? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  currently  reported  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  it ;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  currently  reported  or  not. 

Qiaestian,  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  during  the  time  of  the  trial  this  man  Stnrges 
came  in  to  where  Tyler  was  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  ? 

Answer,  After  the  court  opened,  and  before  the  investigation  commenced,  Stnrges 
came  into  the  court-room,  and  took  a  seat  by  Warren  Tyler.  He  ^vrote  something  in 
a  blank-book  and  handed  it  to  Tyler,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him.  After  the 
trial  began,  Tyler  went  out  into  one  of  the  rooms  adjoining  the  court-house,  across  the 
hall,  along  with  Aaron  Moore,  another  defendant ;  and  it  is  said  that  Stnrges  went  out 
with  them.    Stnrges  disappeared  about  that  time,  and  I  saw  him  no  more. 

Question,  Was  Warren  Tyler  armed  when  he  returned  to  the  conrt-room  ? 

Ansu^er,  After  the  trial  had  progressed  some  time,  Tyler  and  Moore  went  out  again. 
I  thought  it  unusual,  and  asked  the  justice  of  the  peace  to  have  them  brought  back 
and  kept  there.  When  they  came  back  again,  a  Mr.  Evans,  who  was  sitting  behind 
me,  said  to  me,  "  W^arren  Tyler  has  a  pistol.      I  did  not  see  the  pistol,  however. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  all  the  fa<:ts  you  have  heard  and  know,  that  he 
was  furnished  with  the  pistol  after  the  trial  began  ? 

Answer,  From  all  I  can  learn,  my  opinion  is  that  he  was  furnished  with  a  pistol,  or 
procured  one,  after  the  trial  began. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion,  from  all  the  facts  you  have  heard^  that  the  pistol  was 
fdniished  to  him  by  Stnrges? 

,Anstc€r,  My  opinion  would  only  be  founded  on  the  fact  that  it  was  said  Stnrges  went 
out  ^ith  him.  He  was  taking  a  great  interest  in  the  trial  and  came  in  and  had  a  con- 
sultation with  him ;  wrote  questions  in  a  book,  and  handed  the  book  to  Tyler.  Tyler, 
in  examining  the  witnesses,  after  I  would  get  through  with  them,  would  refer  to  his 
book  when  he  was  asking  questions.  From  the  interest  Sturges  took  in  the  trial,  I 
believe  that  if  Tyler  was  furnished  with  a  pistol,  it  was  furnished  to  him  by  Sturges. 

Qtiestifn.  And  your  opinion  is  that  he  was  furnished  with  a  pistol  after  the  trial 
began ;  That  is  your  best  impression  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  though  I  did  not  see  the  pistol.  The  gentleman  who  was  sitting 
behind  m6  told  me  that  Tyler  had  a  pistol  when  he  returned. 

Question.  Did  not  this  shooting  begin  before  you  had  developed  all  your  testimony? 

Anstper.  Yes,  sir ;  we  had  not  developed,  I  think,  half  of  it.  1  had  a  great  many 
witnesses  to  examine  that  had  not  been  called. 

Question.  When,  in  your  answer  to  the  chairman,  you  spoke  of  the  facts  thut  had 
been  developed,  you  spoke  only  of  such  as  had  been  developed  up  to  the  time  the  shoot- 
ing b^an? 

•  8m 
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Answer,  YeSjtsir. 

Quealian,  What  the  other  'witnesses  would  have  developed  in  regard  to  the  Alab»- 
mians  and  others  you  do  not  know  ? 

Jnswer.  No,  sir;  there  were  some  witnesses  who  had  not  been  examined,  and  whose 
testimony,  if  it  was  what  they  had  stated  to  me,  was  very  important  in  reference  to 
some  of  the  defendants. 

Questian,  Yon  have  said  something  about  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Joe  Williams. 
Who  was  Joe  Williams ;  when  and  where  was  he  killed  ;  what  sort  of  a  man  was  he  f 

Answer,  Joe  Williams  was  a  colored  man  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and  I  think 
he  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  police,  though  in  that  I  may  be  mistaken.  He  lived 
at  Toomsuba,  a  station  abont  twelve  miles  east  of  Meridian*  He  was  regarded  by  the 
white  people  there,  and  a  largo  portion  of  tbe  black  people,  as  being  a  very  bad  man. 
At  the  time  he  waa  killed  there  were  two  indictments  pending  against  him — one  for 
shooting  a  colored  man,  and  the  other,  I  think,  (I  never  read  the  indictment,)  for 
authorizing  some  colored  man  to  go  and  search  for  a  stolen  pig  in  some  other  colored 
men's  houses,  without  any  warrant  or  written  authority. 

Question,  So  that  he  was  a  man  who,  from  his  past  conduct,  was  obnoxious  to  the 
blacks  da  well  as  the  whites  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  killing  occurred  some  six  months  before  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  learned  these  facts  from  having  been  employed  as  an  attorney  to 
defend  him  on  those  two  indictments.  I  was  employScl  by  him  directly  after  the  indict- 
ments were  found ;  and  one  of  the  indictments  I  never  read. 

Qttestion.  You  spoke  something  about  an  outrage  at  Lauderdale  Springs,  but  yon  did 
not  explain  it.    What  was  that  f 

Ansicer,  A  year  and  a  half  or  two  years  ago,  there  was  a  ne^o  man  killed  there — ^I 
think  by  persons  in  disguise.  The  particular  facts  in  connection  with  it  I  do  not  now 
recollect. 

Question.  In  stating  it  before  you  did  not  give  the  facts.  State  them  now,  if  yoa 
recollect  them. 

Answer,  1  do  not  recollect  the  facts ;  but  I  recollect  the  killing.  It  was  a  year  and  a 
hs<f  or  two  years  ago. 

Question,  You  spoke  also  of  a  man  named  Keyser,  without  giving  the  facts.       • 

Answer.  Keyser,  at  the  same  time,  was  simply  wounded ;  he  was  not  killed. 

Question.  Was  this  at  Lauderdade  Springs  also  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  both  happened  about  Lauderdale  Springs  at  the  same  time.  I  may 
be  mistaken  about  a  negro  man  being  killed  at  the  time  Keyser  was  wounded;  but  I 
think  there  was  a  negro  man  killed  at  tbe  same  time  by  persons  in  disguise. 

Question,  The  Keyser  affair  and  the  Lauderdale  Springs  affair  were  tna  same  thing  T 

Anstvei',  Yes,  sir ;  Keyser  was  wounded  at  the  same  time. 

Question,  What  was  tbe  general  character  of  those  men,  Clopton  and  Tyler  f 

Ansicer,  Their  general  cmiracter  was  that  of  turbulent,  violent,  and  very  bad  negroes, 
especially  Clopton. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  facts  indicating  the  influence  which  they  were  bavins 
upon  the  other  negroes  in  the  community  in  the  way  of  stirring  up  strife  and  bad  blood 
between  the  negroes  and  the  white  people  T 

Answer.  Clopton,  or  Dennis,  as  he  was  sometimes  called,  I  knew  ever  since  I  bad  been 
there.  He  had  always  been  very  prominent  in  all  the  public  meetings,  and  very  for- 
ward in  apologizing  for  and  assisting  alj  colored  men  charged  with  crimes  in  the  courts 
there.  He  had  been  in  a  great  many  difficulties,  and  was  frequently,  it  is  said,  (I  never 
saw  him  so  more  than  once  or  twice,)  drunk  and  disorderly. 

Question.  Have  you  any  doubt  in  your  own  mind,  from  the  facts  which  yoa  have 
heard,  that  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  first  shot  in  the  court-house  that  day  T 

Answer,  I  have  no  doubt,  from  all  that  I  have  heard  from  others,  and  from  what  I 
saw,  that  he  fired  the  first  ^ot. 

Question,  Was  that  the  shot  that  killed  the  justice  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  about  that ;  I  did  not  see  the  justice  fall. 

Question,  At  the  time  Tyler  fired  that  shot,  assuming  that  he  fired  it,  was  he  In  any 
danger  from  Brantley  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir;  Brantley  was  not  within  reach  of  him,  and  the  marshal  had  hold  of 
him,  and  another  gentleman  caught  him  afterward. 

Question,  Had  Brantley  ceased  all  effort  to  pursue  Tyler  before  the  shot  was  fizedt 

Anstcer,  I  think  he  made  no  effort  after  he  was  seized  by  tbe  marshaL 

Qiiestion,  And  the  other  man  was  then  entirely  out  of  his  reach  7 

Answet\  The  other  man  (Tyler)  was,  as  I  said,  ten  or  twelve  feet  from  him. 

Question,  The  firing  after  that  was  promiscuous  on  both  sides  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Well,  I  cannot  say  who  fired  the  shots;  the  firing  was  mostly 
behind  me ;  and  I  got  right  down  in  front  of  my  chair,  as  I  thought  that  was  aafest, 
and  did  not  move  until  the  firing  had  nearly  all  ceased. 
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By  Mr.  Stevenson  :      '  •  • 

Question,  Did  you  get  on  the  floor  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  just  cot  down  in  front  of  my  chair.  I  thought  that  was  safest. 
T  did  not  know  where  the  snots  were  coming  from. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  How  many  white  men  were  wounded  in  that  affray  T 

Ansicer.  Besides  Judge  Bramlette,  there  was  one  white  man  I  know  of  wounded,  a 
Mr.  Beed ;  and  I  think  there  were  others,  but  I  do  not  recollect  whether  there  were  or 
not. 

Queaiion.  Does  this  hook  [handing  a  pamphlet  to  witness]  contain  the  evidence  before 
Judge  LeachmaU|in  the  investigation  of  which  you  have  spoken  f  If  it  does,  I  wish  to 
have  it  appended  to  your  testimony. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  is  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  touching  that 
riot,  and  everything  connected  therewith. 

[See  page  1*27  et  seq."] 

Q  uestion.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  that  evidence  was  adopted  by  the  legislative 
investigating  committee  f 

Answer.  I  understand  it  has  been.  I  do  not  know  whether  Mr.  Sessions,  one  of  the 
committee,  who  is  here  now,  told  me  so  or  not.  But  my  understanding  is  (I  do  not 
know  whether  it  is  a  fact)  that  the  legislative  committee  who  came  there  afterward  to 
investigate  adopted  that  as  a  part  of  their  report,  though  they  examined  a  good  many 
other  witnesses. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Did  the  negroes  help  to  put  out  the  fire  on  ih&t  Saturday  night  as  they  had 
usually  done  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  them  did. 

Question.  You  say  that  a  Mr.  Ray  was  wounded  on  that  night  f 

Jnsirer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  going  to  the  fire  or  not. 

Quesfion.  You  spoke  of  a  Mr.  Reed  who  was  wounded  in  the  court-room  at  the  time 
Judge  Bramlette  was  killed.    How  was  he  wounded  f  % 

Answer.  He  was  shot.  The  ball  passed  through  his  wrist  and  lodged  in  his  clothes 
about  his  vest  pocket. 

Question,  Was  he  a  white  man? 

Ansfcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  A  democrat  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  his  politics.    I  think  his  name  is  Reed.    He  is  a  plasterer. 

Question.  What  are  the  politics  of  Judge  Leachman  f 

Answer.  He  is  regarded  as  a  republican.    He  is  an  appointee  of  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  Mayor  Sturges  furnished  the  negroes  with 
arms.    Can  yon  tell  where  he  got  those  arms  from  f 

Answer.  I  said  it  was  charged  that  he  furnished  the  negroes  with  arms  and  kept  arms 
hi  his  house.  ' 

QwesUon.  Whence  did  he  get  the  arms  with  which  to  furnish  these  negroes! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  TTiere  were  no  public  arms  belonging  to  the  to^nf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  simply  stated  that  that  was  charged  bylhi»--Gitizen8. 

Question.  To  what  extent  was  that  furnishing  of  arms  carried  t 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  to  what  extent.  I  have  heard  that  charged  for  ^iong  time ;  and 
I  have  also  heard  it  charged  that  the  negroes  who  fired  off  the  guns  at  night,  frequently 
half  a  dozen  at  once,  fired  them  from  his  back  yard,  and  that  he  kept  gims  about  his 
house.    Of  the  truth  of  it  I  do  not  know  anything.  \ 

Question  Did  you  say  that  yon  procured  an  order  to  be  issued  to  disarm  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  I  understood  the  sheriff  of  the  county,  on  Saturday  night  or 
Sunday  afte&  the  fire,  issued  aii  order  that  all  persons  be  disarmed  in  antici^tion  of  a 
riot  or  difficulty.  \ 

'Qu/enHon.  Did  that  order  extend  to  both  blacks  and  whites? 

Answer.  That  was  my  understab^ing.  I  never  saw  the  order.  I  do  nojt^  know  that 
it  was  written  or  published.    I  did  not  understand  that  it  was.  y/ 

Question.  Did  you  not  know  that  tH^  were  some  one  hundred  and^il^y  white  men 
armed  all  night  to  guard  the  negroes  T    ^-^^^^  ^^^ 

Ansxi^er.  No,  sir  j  I  never  heard  of  tb^  beittg^j^h^^raen  snawd^  except  a  few  men 
who,  after  the  fire  was  over,  were  detailed  "by  thesBSrtffTo  guard  Olopton,  who  was 
under  arrest.    I  heard  of  no  white  persons  being  armed  during  or  previous  to  the  fire. 

Question.  Were  any  arms  taken  away  from  negroes  in  pursuance  of  that  order? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  two  pistols  were  taken,  from  Isaac  Lee  when  he  was 
arrested.    He  was  one  of  thd  negroes  who  was  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  white  man  being  disarmed  in  pursuance  of  that  order? 

Answer.  I  only  learned  that  that  negro  was  diwmed  by  the  testimony  developed  in 
the  investigation  before  Judge  Leachman. 
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By  Mr.  Ste\'^nson  : 

Question.  That  was  his  offense — ^being  armed  f 

Jnsicer.  I  do  not  know  that  that  was  his  offense.  I  saw  from  the  testimony  that 
two  pistols  were  taken  from  him. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QtL€8tion,  You  spoke  of  a  change  in  the  condnct  of  the  colored  people  after  a  certaia 
time.    What  was  the  character  of  that  change  ? 

Answer.  I  stated  that  after  Stnrges  was  appointed  mayor,  and  after  Price  came  there 
the  colored  people  changed  in  their  general  conduct. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  that  change  ? 

Answer.  As  I  stated  before,  they  were  firing  guns  at  night.  They  cdlled  at  a  citiseu's 
house  and  alarmed  him  very  much  by  their  shooting,  hallooing,  and  singing  obnoxious 
songs.  They  called,  as  he  thought,  to  assassinate  him.  On  the  same  night  they 
alarmed  some  other  citizens  by  their  demonstrations  on  the  street. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  change  of  conduct  to  which  you  allude  f 

Answer.  1  also  stated  the  fact  of  their  arresting  these  two  young  men  on  the  street 
and  threatening  to  kill  them. 

Question.  These  are  the  only  evidences  of  a  change  of  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
negroes! 

Anstaer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  specify  anything  particular  just  now,  but  I  know 
that  their  general  conduct  as  members  of  the  community  was  very  much  changed  and 
not  at  all  calculated  to  preserve  the  peaceful  relations  between  the  white  people  and 
the  negroes. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  "  incendiary  speeches."  In  what  respect  were  they  "  incen- 
diary t" 

Answer.  As  I  recollect  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  witnesses,  Aaron  Moore  stated, 
among  other  things,  that  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  had  been  burned  up,  and  that  if  they 
didn't  mind,  the  town  of  Meridian  would  be  burned  up  likewise.  It  was  also  testified 
that  Warren  Tyler  stated  in  his  speech  that  the  negroes  must  stand  up  to  each  other, 
and  when  one  of  them  was  killed,  they  must  do  like  the  Indians — kill  in  retaliation. 
There  were  other  remarks  of  a  similar  character  that  I  cannot  now  recoUect. 

Question.  Did  those  negroes  give  a  reason  for  talking  in  that  way  f  What  did  they 
complain  off 

Answer.  As  I  have  stated  before,  my  understanding  is  that  they  said  they  were  not 
properly  treated  ;  that  some  of  them  had  been  Ku-Kluxed,  as  they  said ;  that  they 
could  not  submit  to  it,  and  must  take  the  law  into  their  own  hands. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  prosecutions  of  persons  who  had  Ku-Kluxed  them  f 

Answer.  There  was  an  investigation,  I  believe,  into  every  case  where  a  person  had 
been  killed  by  disguised  persons.  I  think  every  case  of  that  kind  was  investigated, 
and  an  attempt  made  to  find  out  who  did  it. 

Question.  Was  anybody  ever  arrested  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  the  Lauderdale  Springs  case,  where  Keyser  was  wounded,  a  man 
by  the  name  of  Jameson  was  arrested,  and  perhaps  others,  and  an  examination  was 
had  before  a  committinn[  court. 

Question.  You  speak  of  the  case  where  a  man  was  killed  near  Lauderdale  Springs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  the  case  where  Keyser  was  wounded.  When  Joe  WilUams 
was  killed  that  matter  was  investigated.  There  was  a  young  man  arrested  charged 
with  committing  the  crime.  The  matter  was  investigated  l^foro  Judge  Bramlette; 
but  there  was  no  testimony  against  him. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  whippings  of  colored  men  by  disguised  persons  in  that 
county  other  than  what  you  have  named  ? 

Ansuxr.  I  recollect  of  no  whippings  at  all ;  I  recollect  no  outrages  now  except  what 
I  have  stated. 

Question.  Had  there  been  any  parading  of  disguised  men  in  the  county  f  I  do  not 
use  the  word  "parading"  technically. 

Answer.  Only  what  I  have  stated  with  reference  to  Price,  and  the  killing  of  Williams, 

Question.  1  mean  men  exhibiting  themselves  in  disguise  on  the  public  highway  when 
they  did  no  damage  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  parades  of  that  kind  at  all,  except  in  the 
cases  mentioned. 

Question.  It  was  previous  to  this  meeting  that  these  colored  men  had  been  kidnapped 
and  carried  back  to  Alabama,  was  it  not  ? 

Answer.  About  a  month  previous,  I  think.  In  regard  to  that  I  may  be  very  mucli 
mistaken.    It  may  have  been  more  or  it  may  have  been  less. 

Question.  You  have  testified  that  Clopton  said  in  substance,  **  We  are  going  to  bo 
attacked ;"  was  there  any  general  apprehension  on  the.piftt  of  the  negroes  that  they 
wei-o  going  to  be  attacked  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  nut  know  of  any  reason  for  such  an  apprehension* 
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Qveftion.  Had  there  been  any  threats  a^^ainst  the  negroes  on  the  part  of  the  Tvhite 
people  f 

Anstver.  None  that  I  had  ever  heard. 

V«esfu>».  These  colored  men  were  arrested  charged  with  incendiary  speeches  within 
a  mouth  after  two  or  three  men  had  been  taken  withoot  authority  and  carried  out  of 
the  State,  there  being  no  effort  to  prosecute  them  for  that  proceeding.  Is  there  the 
same  disposition  to  prosecute  men  for  outrages  upon  colored  people  that  there  is  to 
prosecnte  for  outrages  upon  white  people  f 

Anmcer.  Well,  as  a  general  thing,  I  see  no  disposition  in  the  officers  of  the  law  or  in 
the  people  to  prosecute  colored  men  for  offenses  that  they  would  not  prosecute  white 
men  for.  I  think  a  good  many  offenses  are  committed  by  colored  men,  and  by  white 
men  too,  for  which  they  are  not  prosecuted  when  they  ought  to  be. 

Question,  Was  Judge  Bramlette  a  white  man  f 

Anncer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHtm.  Were  any  other  white  men  killed  in  the  riot  that  occurred  upon  that  trial  t 

An»ic€r.  No,  sir;  no  white  men  were  killed,  except  Judge  Bramlette,  and  I  think  he 
was  killed  accidentally. 

QuestUm.  Yon  do  not  think  any  one  fired  at  him  f 

Answer,  I  think  Warren  Tyler  fired  at  Brantley,  the  witness,  and  struck  Bramlette. 
That  is  simply  my  opinion.    Other  persons  think  hb  shot  at  Bramlette. 

QuesHan,  On  that  occasion  there  was  a  colored  policeman  killed  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  the  circnmstances  nnder  which  he  was  killed. 

Anstcer.  I  can  state  no  circnmstances,  except  that  I  saw  him  lying  dead,  or  almost 
dead.  I  think  he  was  kiUed  by  a  stray  shot  in  attempting  to  run  from  the  court-room 
into  the  sheriff's  office. 

Question,  How  many  shots  altogether  do  you  suppose  were  fired  in  the  court-room  t 

Answer,  It  is  Tery  hard  to  tell,  because  a  man  was  not  in  a  condtion  to  note  those 
things  very  well.    I  think  there  were  as  many  as  thirty  shots. 

Question,  Did  the  colored  people  fire  any  shots  ? 

Answer,  It  is  said  that  the  colored  people  in  the  rear  of  the  house  and  to  one  side  of 
it  did  fire  some  shots,  although  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  saw  one  ball  which  had 
struck  the  wall  and  which  must  have  come  &om  the  rear  of  the  house,  where  the 
colored  people  were,  but  I  could  not  identify  any  man  that  fired. 

By  Mr.  Stbvenson  : 

Question,  Did  yon  see  that  shot  fired  f 
Answer.  No,  sir.  ' 

Question,  How  do  you  know  how  far  it  was  shot  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  far  it  was  shot ;  but  from  the  iudeBtation  it  made  in  the 
wall;  I  infer  it  came  irom  the  rear  of  the  room. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  The  three  colored  men  under  arrest  were  killed,  a  colored  policeman  was 
killed,  and  these  acts  were  followed  by  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  nouse  and  the 
burning  of  a  colored  church.  Did  the  colored  people  rise  up  in  arms  and  fight  back  f 
Was  there  any  general  riotous  behavior  on  their  part  in  resentment  of  these  acts  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  colored  people  were  very  quiet,  I  thought,  so  far  as  I  know  or 
have  heard. 

Question,  Did  they  rise  up  afterward  to  resent  these  acts  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion,  then,  that  the  "incendiary  speeches"  of  which  you 
spoke  had  mueh  effect  upon  them  f 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  from  what  I  know  of  the  colored  population  of  Meridian,  and 
what  I  knew  of  Warren  Tyler  and  Bill  Clopton,  and  what  I  saw  that  night,  that  there 
was  on  attempt  on  the  part  of  Clopton  to  get  up  an  armed  force  and  make  some 
demonstration  against  the  white  people ;  and  that  while  a  portion  of  the  negroes  were 
wiUing  to  join  in  that  demonstration,  a  great  many  womd  not  Join  in  it,  and  that 
there  was  not  concert  of  action  enough  to  get  up  any  general  attack  on  the  white  peo- 
ple, though  it  is  said  by  very  reliable  persons  whom  I  know  that  during  the  progress 
of  the  fire  they  saw  a  considerable  body  of  men  drawn  up  on  one  of  the  streets  in 
miltti^  order  and  with  arms.  * 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Please  give  the  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  you  obtained  that  infor- 
mstionf 

Answer,  Mr.  George  W.  Covert  saw  the  men  drawn  up  in  military  order  with  arms, 
and  also  Mr.  Adams ;  I  believe  his  name  is  Isaac.    So  they  stated. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 
Question,  Suppose  a  company  of  twelve  or  fifteen  negroes  had  come  from  the  State 
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of  Alabama  and  talfen  by  force  a  white  man  from  yonr  State,  without  aathority  of 
law,  what  effect  would  that  have  produced  upon  the  whit-e  people  of  Meridian  f 

Anmver.  I  should  think  it  would  have  produced  some  excitement. 

Qu^tion,  Would  it  have  produced  more  excitement  and  riotous  behavior  than  tbe 
similiir  condnct  of  white  men,  in  abducting  negroes,  produced  upon  the  colored  people? 

Answer.  Well,  it  might  have  done  so. 

Question.  Would  the  x)eople  have  permitted  such  a  thing  f 

Answer,  I  hardly  think  they  would.    I  do  not  know,  but  I  do  not  think  they  would. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Suppose  that  such  a  band  of  negroes,  after  having  successfully  done  such 
a  thing,  should  come  back  to  Meridian  for  more  white  men,  what  do  you  sappote  the 
white  people  there  would  do  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  I  do  not  think  they  would  allow  them  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Would  they  have  taken  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  if  necessary,  in  order 
to  prevent  it  f  ' 

Answei\  Well,  I  think  they  would ;  but  that  would  depend  upon  the  character  of  the 
persons  they  came  for,  and  the  character  of  the  charges  they  made  agaiubt  them,  I  pre- 
sume. 

Question.  Well,  suppose  a  precisely  similar  case  to  that  which  occurred ;  suppose  it 
was  a  simple  charge  of  larceny  upon  which  there  had  been  no  legal  proceedings — a 
charge  which  any  man  mi^ht  trump  up  to  suit  his  purpose. 

Answer.  WeU,  I  should  uiiuk  if  the  man  they  undertook  to  carry  away  was  a  man  of 
jood  standing  and  character,  and  held  in  esteem  at  all  by  the  white  people,  thc^  would 
resist  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Let  me  carry  the  supposition  a  little  further.  If  three  white  men  had  been 
arrested  upon  some  charge  of  improper  speeches,  or  indeed  any  charge  short  of  one 
of  the  most  heinous  character,  and  if  one  of  them  had  been  assaulted  by  a  witness 
upon  the  stand,  and  had  fired  under  the  same  circumstances  as  those  under  which 
Tyler  is  alleged  to  have  fired,  and  if  this  had  been  followed  by  the  killing  of  all  three 
of  those  while  men  by  the  negroes,  the  killing  of  a  white  policeman  by  the  negroes, 
and  the  burning  of  a  white  man's  residence  and  of  a  church  belonging  to  the  white 
people,  would  the  white  people  have  behaved  themselves  as  well  during  those  occur- 
rences and  afterward  as  the  negroes  behaved  on  the  occasion  in  question  f 

Mr.  Van  Tkump.  The  question  assumes  that  the  man  on  the  witness-stand  com- 
menced the  aitair. 

Mr.  Pool.  Wa«  not  that  so ;  was  not  Tyler  assaulted  first  f 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  The  witness  has  described  the  occurrence. 

Answer.  I  have  told  what  the  assault  consisted  in. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  will  ask  yon  as  a  lawyer,  aud  also  as  a  witness,  whether  Tyler  was 
not  assaulted  ? 

Ansuwr.  Yes,  sir;  I  should  think  it  would  be  considered  an  assault. 

Qu^tion.  Then  it  is  n%  assumption  now  ? 

Answer.  Ife  is  purely  a  legal  question.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  mere  taking  up  of 
a  stick  at  that  distance  and  starting  toward  a  man  would  be  an  assault. 

Question.  I  will  not  split  hairs  on  that  point.  I  wiU  say  an  attempted  assault,  fol- 
lowed by  the  murder  of  all  three  of  the  prisoners.  Suppose  such  an  act  had  been  com- 
mitted by  the  negroes  upon  white  men,  and  that  thirty  shots  had  been  fired  ia  the 
court-house,  would  the  white  people  have  submitted  in  as  quiet  and  orderly  a  mAnner 
as  the  negroe-s  did  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  they  would ;  but  that  would  depend  vi^n  the 
previous  character  of  the  men  who  were  killed,  and  the  relations  in  which  they  stood 
to  the  community. 

Question.  Would  the  white  people  have  suffered  the  negroes  to  have  killed  any  thiee 
white  men  in  that  way,  and  burned  houses  aud  churches  afterward  ? 

An8W€}\  1  do  not  know  that  they  would.  They  might  have  done  so,  if  the  men  were 
men  of  bad  character  aud  extremely  obnoxious. 

•Question.  Is  it  not  your  opudon  that  such  an  occurrence  would  have  been  f(41owed 
by  the  killiug  of  a  great  many  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  tnink  that  probably  it  would. 

Question.  The  purpose  of  the  question  is  simply  to  exemplify  the  fact,  which  I  be- 
lieve to  be  true,  that  the  negroes  are  disposed  to  be  orderly,  and  not  disposed  to  reeent 
iU- treatment. 

Anmver.  As  I  have  already  stated,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  negroes,  (and  I  was 
raised  in  a  slave  State,)  if  no  improper  influences  are  brought  to  bear  upon  them,  I  con- 
sider them  as  quiet  and  peaceable  aud  easily  controlled  as  any  race  of  people  I  know 
anything  about. 
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Question.  But  notwithstandinp^  snch  influences,  did  not  the  behavior  of  the  negroes 
ou  this  occasion  show  that  they  Were  then  and  there,  nnder  the  circunistauces,  more 
onlerly  than  you  would  have  expected  the  white  men  to  be  under  similar  circum- 
stances T 

Answer.  Yon  mean  after  the  riot  f 

Question.  Yes,  sir,  notwithstanding  the  bad  influences  of  which  yon  speak  f 

Answer.  1  think  that  they  were  more  so  than  white  men  would  have  been,  on  account 
of  the  superiority  of  white  men  and  their  superior  intelligence  and  disposition  tore- 
sent.  I  think  that  can  be  accounted  for  to  a  great  extent  by  the  difference  between 
the  two  rac«s  u()ou  a  similar  state  of  facts,  liie  inferior  race  will  submit  to  a  great 
nany  things  that  the  supeiior  race  would  not  submit  to.  That  ought  to  be  considered 
in  answering  a  question  of  that  description. 

Question,  The  white  people  consider  themselves  a  superior  race  f 

JiuiTfr.  I  suppose  they  do. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  yourself  that  that  is  the  cause  of  a  great  deal,  if  not 
most,  of  the  trouble  which  is  now  occurring,  and  which  we  are  now  investigating? 

Ansicer.  Because  the  white  people  consider  themselves  superior  ? 

Question.  And  that  the  negroes  have  been  raised  to  an  equality  with  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  tliiuk  that  the  troubles  between  the  white  people  and  the 
negroes  grow  altogether  out  of  the  fact  that  the  white  people  consider  themselves  the 
superior  race. 

Question.  And  the  negroes  have  been  raised  to  an  equality  with  themf  I  pot  both 
facts  together. 

Answer.  1  think  the  negroes  having  been  put  upon  a  civil  equality  with  white  peo- 
ple throws  them  in  a  relation  they  did  not  occupy  before;  and  being  brought  into  con- 
tact in  the  business  relations  of  life  with  white  men,  more  difficulties  are  likely  to 
grow  np  between  them.  In  that  way  difficulties  grow  up  that  are  not  of  a  political 
nature,  but  which  are  construed  into  difficulties  ot  a  political  nature. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tjjump  : 

Question.  Difficulties  of  a  character  that  could  not  by  any  possibility  arise  in  a  state 
of  slavery! 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  You  said  that  Price  was  advised  to  leave,  as  you  thought,  because  it  was 
feared  that  his  presence  at  the  trial  would  produce  a  disturbance  ? 

Answer.  I  said,  I  think,  that  I  understood  from  the  republicans,  so  far  as  I  under- 
stood anything,  (and  I  do  not  think  I  spoke  to  anybody  about  it  bvit  Mr.  Smith,)  that 
they  thought  it  best  for  the  community  that  Mr.  Price  should  leave.  I  said  but  Vbry 
few  words  to  Mr.  Smith  about  it. 

Question.  Was  no  reason  assigned  why  they  thought  it  was  best  for  him  to  leave  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  Mr.  Smith  gave  me  aiw  particular  reason ;  I  met  him  on 
the  street,  and  the  conversation  came  up,  and  he  told  me  Price  would  leave ;  that  the 
republicans  thought  it  best  and  had  so  advised  him ;  and  he  shbwed  me  a  note  addressed 
to  him,  which  he  would  have  read  to  me,  I  suppose,  if  I  had  asked  him  to ;  I>ut  I  did 
not  ask  it. 

Question.  Was  it  not  feared  that  those  Alabamians  would  attempt  violence  upon  him 
in  case  he  was  discharged  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  he  did  not  give  me  any  reason. 

Question.  From  the  state  of  things  there,  do  you  or  do  you  not  think  it  likely  they 
would  have  done  so  T 

Answer.  About  that,  of  course  a  man  has  got  nothing  bat  a  mere  opinion ;  a  man 
hardly  knows  how  to  answer  a  question  of  that  kind.  ^ 

Question.  Was  there  ground  to  apprehend  it  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  if  he  had  been  discharged  after  the  investigation  was  had,  there 
would  have  been  a  good  deal  of  feeling,  and  i>crhaps  indignation,  at  the  fact. 

Question.  Was  there  ground  to  apprehend  that  those  Alabamians  had  come  there  for 
the  purpose  of  doing  him  vinlonce  in  case  he  was  discharged  upon  that  examination  ? 

Ansicer.  Well,  as  I  said  before,  they  came  there  alleging  as  a  reason  for  it  that  Price 
had  said  that  he  would  not  be  committed  to  jail,  or  give  bail ;  that  he  would  resist  if 
the  jnstice  of  the  peace  so  determined  his  case ;  and  1  think  it  probable  that  if  he  had 
been  discharged  there  might  have  been  a  difficulty. 

Question.  If  those  Alabamians  had  done  him  violence  on  his  discharge,  would  not 
that  probably  have  led  to  violent  acts  on  the  part  of  the  colored  men,  and  a  general 
disturbance  ? 

Answer.  I  think  it  likely  it  would ;  but  I  want  to  make  this  statement:  I  do  not 
believe  that  the  people  of  Meridian  would  have  permitted  those  Alabamians  who  came 
over  there  to  have  interfered  with  the  trial  of  Price.  If  his  trial  had  taken  place,  I 
think  that  the  people  of  Meridian  would  have  taken  charge  of  that  matter,  so  far  as 
the  law  authorized  them  to  do  so,  and  they  would  not  have  allowed  the  interference  of 
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people  of  Alabama  with  it.  I  know  there  was  great  indignation  expressed  by  the  peo- 
ple of  Meridian  generally  at  the  fact  of  those  Alabamians  coming  over  there  with 
arms  in  their  hands  on  account  of  that  trial. 

Question,  As  calculated  to  disturb  the  peace  of  the  community  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  su*. 

Question,  Was  it  not  an  extraordinary  proceeding  f 

Aiimver.  It  wan  an  extraordinary  proceeding ;  but  those  things  are  sometimes  done 
when  they  think  it  best  for  the  community. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  before  the  war  of  men  taken  up  in  the  way  in  which 
those  negroes  were  taken  up  and  carried  back  to  Alabama,  by  men  coming  over  iroux 
another  State  f    Was  such  a  thing  ever  done  before  the  war  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  before  the  war  I  did  not  live  in  Mississippi ;  I  said  that  I  recolleeted, 
as  I  thought,,  one  case  in  which  men  had  been  arrested  in  Mississippi  and  taken  off  to 
Alabama,  without  any  re<^ui8ition  from  the  governor;  and  now  I  recollect  of  a  man 
charged  with  murder  having  escaped  from  a  county  above  us,  and  they  pursued  him 
into  Alabama,  arrested  him,  and  took  him  across  the  line. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Without  a  requisition  f 
Ansuxr,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  That  was  a  continued  pursuit  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Is  not  that  according  to  the  rules  of  the  common  law  in  case  of  a  capital 
felony  f 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  know  that  you  would  have  the  right  to  cross  the  State  line  with- 
out a  requisition.    It  would  be  beyond  the  jurisdiction  of  the  State. 

Question.  But  in  a  case  of  capital  felony  has  not  every  private  citizen  the  right  to 
arrest  upon  his  own  authority  without  a  warrant  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  he  has,  as  I  understand  the  law. 

Qiiestion.  And  by  continued  pursuit  cannot  citizens  in  such  a  case  cross  the  county 
boundaries  f 

Anstver,  They  can  cross  the  county  boundaries,  but  whether  they  can  cross  the 
boundaries  of  the  State  is  the  question. 

Question.  Is  the  case  you  just  mentioned  the  only  case  you  ever  heard  off 

Answer,  That  wqs  the  second  case.  I  do  not  think  that  as  a  general  thing  one  State 
would  complain  of  a  man  from  another  State  being  arrested  just  over  the  border,  and 
taken  back  without  a  requisition,  especially  if  it  turned  out  afterward  that  he  was 
guilty. 

Question.  It  is  considered  disreputable  in  Mississippi  for  a  white  man  to  associate 
habitually  with  negroes  T 

Anstver.  By  associating  with  negroes  on  terms  of  social. equality  a  man  loses  caste  in 
society  there,  as  I  should  think  he  would  do  anywhere. 

Question.  Do  not  men  who  do  that  generally  do  it  with  some  unlawful  or  disreputa- 
ble purpose ;  and  is  not  that  one  reason  why  it  is  considered  disreputable  f 

Ansiver.  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  say  about  that.  I  think  it  likely  they  would 
do  it  for  some  rather  disreputable  or  degrading  purpose. 

Question.  Would  it  be  possible  for  a  white  man,  who  did  that  habitually,  as  Price 
was  said  to  have  done  it,  to  find  white  men  to  associate  with  him  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  a  man  who  habitually  associates  with  negroes 
upon  t^ruis  uf  social  equality  would  find  respectable  white  people  who  would  associate 
with  him  upon  terms  of  social  equality. 

Question.  If  he  should  select  his  associates  in  that  way,  he  Would  have  to  stand  by 
those  associates,  and  would  have  no  others  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  effort  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  to  thrust  them- 
selves into  social  equality  with  the  white  people  about  Meridian,  so  far  as  you  have 
observed ;  or  are  they  disposed  to  keep  theii-  places  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  recollect  any  instance  of  colored  people  attempting  t-o  thrust  them- 
selves upon  white  people  on  terms  of  social  equality  in  Meridian. 

Question.  There  has  been  then,  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  about  Meridian,  no 
claim  of  social  equality — no  effort  to  thrust  themselves  into  social  circles  with  the 
whites  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  any  particular  instance  of  that  kind. 

Question.  The  negroes  themselves  have  behaved  properly  and  discreetly  in  that  respect, 
so  far  as  you  have  seen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  they  have,  so  far  as  I  have  seen.  I  have  myself  always 
been  upon  the  most  friendly  terms  with  the  colored  people. 
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Question,  It  jb  reiy  easy  to  maintain  friendly  tenns  with  them  without  having  the 
social  relations  of  which  yon  speak  f 
Answer.  Very.    I  have  always  gotten  along  with  them  very  well. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Did  Clopton,  a  short  time  before  he  was  mnrdered,  go  to  see  the  governor  f 

AnMwer.  As  I  understood,  he  had  just  returned,  a  day  or  two,  or  two  or  three  days, 
before,  from  a  visit  to  the  governor. 

Quesiixm,  What  did  he  go  to  see  the  governor  for  t 

Anmoer,  I  do  not  know  what  he  went  for. 

Question.  What  was  it  alleged  he  went  for  f 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  the  reason  alleged.  I  only  know  that  he 
wetu;  to  see  the  governor,  by  its  being  proved  that  he  said  in  his  speech  that  he  had 
been  to  see  CrO'vemor  Alcorn  and  got  no  satisfaction. 

Question,  Was  it  in  reference  to  these  difficulties  that  were  going  on  ? 

Answer.  It  is  likely  it  was ;  but  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  You  have  said  that  Clopton  was  a  turbulent  and  bad  man ;  that  he  had  had 
many  difficulties ;  was  drunken  and  disorderly ;  do  you  know  anything  about  that 
matter  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  often  seen  him  drunk ;  but  he  was  rather  a  boisterous,  violent 
man.  « 

Question.  Have  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  any  difficulties  that  he  had  had,  or 
do  you  speak  from  mere  rumor  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  saw  him  in  any  personal  difficulties ;  but  I  know  from 
his  having  been  in  court  several  times  that  he  has  had  difficulties  frequently  with 
persons. 

Question.  White  or  black  persons  t 

Answer.  Sometimes  black  persons,  but  generally  white. 

By  Mr.  Stevbnson  : 

QuestUfn.  How  long  have  you  been  practicing  law  in  Meridian  t 

Answer.  Since  August,  1865. 

Question.  From  what  State  did  you  go  there  1 

Answer.  From  the  State  of  Missouri.  I  joined  the  confederate  army,  and  when  the 
war  ended  I  was  left  there.  I  could  not  practice  my  profession  in  Missouri  on  account 
of  the  test-oath,  and  for  that  reason  I  did  not  return.    I  located  in  Meridian. 

Question.  Yon  are  then  what  they  call  a  carpet-bagger  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  suppose  you  might  call  me  in  one  sense  a  carpet-bagger;  but  I 
did  not  go  there  to  get  an  office  from  the  freedmen. 

Question.  Your  county  is  a  large  republican  county,  is  it  nott 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  It  voted  for  Alcorn,  did  it  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  voted  for  Alcorn ;  but  if  you  class  the  vote  by  the  relative 
strength  of  the  white  and  colored  voters  they  are  about  equal. 

Question.  Are  there  no  white  republicans  there  f 

Answer.  Very  few. 

Question.  Was  not  Judge  Bramlette  a  republican? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  mayor  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  other  man  who  wanted  the  mayor's  office— the  man  who  was 
turned  out  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  sheriff! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  this  Mississippi  Ku-Klux  act  passed  1 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  passed  in  1870.  It  was  passed  by  the  legislature  that 
adjourned  a  month  or  two  ago. 

Question.  The  legislature  elected  when  Mr.  Alcom  was  elected  f 

Anstcer.  I, think  it  was  passed  by  tbat  legislature. 

Question.  That  is  considered  a  moderate  republican  legislature,  is  it  not  T 

Ansiver.  1  think  it  is  quite  ultra  in  some  respects.  I  do  not  thiuk  it  a  moderate 
republican  legislature. 

Question.  Mr.  Alcom  carried  your  county  by  a  very  heavy  majority  ? 

Answer.  He  did.  Tbat  was  because  the  white  people  would  not  take  an  interest  in 
the  election,  and  would  not  vote. 

Question.  He  got  1,523  votes  against  970  ?  i 

Ansicer.  One- third  of  the  white  people  did  not  vote. 

Question.  You  consider  the  legislature  which  passed  the  Ku-Klux  act  a  very  extreme 
legislature.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  Ku-Klux  act  was  justilled  by  the  circum- 
stances f 
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Anewer.  I  think  that  an  act  of  that  kind  ouf^ht  to  be  passed,  and  I  think  that  men 
■who  go  about  in  disguise  in  that  way  ought  to  be  punished. 

Question.  Tliere  were  facts  existing  in  your  State,  according  to  your  opinion,  whicli 
called  for  that  kind  of  legislation,  were  there  not  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  facts  of  that  kind  existing.  It  was  believed 
by  many  persons  that  there  were. 

Question,  Did  not  you  believe  it  f 

Anewer.  Well,  I  think  that  there  were  persons  that  went  about  sometimes  in  di»- 
^ise,  from  all  I  can  learn ;  but  I  cannot  say  that  I  believe  there  was  a  regular  organ- 
ized band  of  Kn-Klux  anywhere  in  the  State.  ^ 

Question.  Re^ilar  or  irregular,  do  you  not  believe  the  Ku-Elux  have  been  and  are  in 
the  State  of  Mississippi? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  no  knowledge  of  there  being  organized  bodies  of  men  oiUied. 
Ku-Klux.  I  believe  there  are  sometimes  persons  who  go  about  in  disguise  and  commit 
crimes. 

Question,  But  you  have  no  belief  as  to  whether  there  are  Ku-Elux  in  that  State  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  did  not  say  that  I  had  no  belief. 

Question.  I  asked  you  for  your  belief. 

Ansicer,  Well,  I  believe  that  there  are  persons  who  go  about  in  disguise ;  and  I  sup- 
pose persons  who  are  disguised  ai'e  called  Kn-Klnx — are  generally  so  regarded. 

Question.  Is  it  not  generally  believed  among  men  of  all  parties  that  there  are  Ko- 
Klux  there  1 

Answer.  It  is  generally  believed  among  the  colored  people  there ;  and  some  among^ 
the  white  people  believe  it. 

Question.  Do  democrats  generally  deny  itt 

Answer.  Democrats  generally  deny  that  there  are  organized  bodies  of  them  tl|»t  have 
regular  meetings  and  regular  proceedings. 

Qutsiion.  I  do  not  see  whether  it  makes  much  difference  whether  they  have  regular 
proceedings  or  not,  if  they  gather  together  in  bands  and  commit  outrages ;  do  you  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  deny  the  occurrence  of  such  things  f 

Ansficer.  They  do  not  deny  that  persons  in  disguise  go  about  at  times  and  commit 
crimes ;  and  those  persons  are  generally  regarded  as  Ku-Klux,  and  so  called. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  mayor  was  generally  charged  with  being  partial  in  hia 
office  to  the  colored  people  there.  Is  it  not  a  part  of  his  duty  to  keep  ox&v  in  MericUan  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  protect  the  citizens  against  lawlessness  and  violence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  that  a  band  of  men  came  over  from  Alabama  on  several  occasions 
and  took  colored  men  out  of  Meridian  into  Alabama  without  warrant  of  law  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  state  that  they  came  on  several  occasions. 

Qt^estion.  You  said  that  they  took  one  man  on  one  occasion,  and  two  afterward. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  stated  that  on  one  occasion  a  body  of  men  came  over,  as  they 
alleged,  to  be  present  at  the  trial  of  Price,  and  when  they  got  off  the  cars  they  discov- 
ered one  or  two  freedmen,  who  they  said  had  committed  a  larceny  in  Alabama,  and 
they  arrested  them,  and  when  they  went  away  carried  them  with  them. 

Question.  They  arrested  them  and  kept  them  in  confinement  till  they  went  back  f 

Answer.  I  presume  they  kept  them  in  confinement ;  I  do  not  know  where  they  kept 
them.  I  also  stated,  that  on  one  occasion  previous  to  that  a  deputy  sheriff  came  over 
and  arrested  a  colored  man,  and  if  he  had  any  requisition  I  do  not  know  it;  I  never 
heard  it  stated  that  he  had  a  re(|ui8ition. 

Question.  If  he  had  had  a  requisition  the  man  would  have  been  arrested,  the  question 
of  his  identity  tried,  and  if  he  had  been  ac^udged  to  be  the  man,  he  would  have  been 
taken  back  f 

Answer.  That  would  have  been  the  regular  proceeding. 

Question.  There  was  no  such  proceeding  f 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  he  was  simply  arrested,  put  on  the  train,  and  carried  off. 

Question,  Now,  is  there  not  a  law  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  punishing  such  proceed- 
ings as  that  ?    Is  there  not  a  law  against  kidnapping  f 

Aiiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  section  of  the  old  code. 

Question.  The  code  of  1857  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  law  is  section  36,  articles  186, 187,  and  188,  making  it  a  penitentiary 
offense  for  a  man  to  carry  another  out  of  the  State  against  his  will  without  warrant  of 
law? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  those  men  committed  that  offense,  did  they  not  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  the  letter  of  that  statute,  it  would  seem  they  did. 

Question.  Is  it  not,  according  to  the  spirit  and  purpose  of  the  statute  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  suppose  the  men  who  were  taken  over  there  were  really  guilty 
of  larceny — were  tried,  found  guilty,  and  punished. 
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QuewHon,  Does  that  make  any  difference? 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  letter  of  i^  law  is  concerned,  it  would  not. 

Question,  Woald  it  be  any  defense  if  those  men  were  indicted  and  tried  in  the  State 
of  Miasissippi  for  kidnapping  f 

Answer,  It  might  be  a  mitigation. 

(lueation.  But  would  it  be  a  defense  ? 

AnmDcr,  I  do  not  think  it  could  be  set  up  as  a  legal  defense ;  but  it  might  be  a  reason 
why  a  grand  jury  would  not  find  a  bill,  because,  ^though  the  letter  of  the  law  might 
hftve  been  violated,  yet  through  that  means  the  guilty  would  have  been  punished. 

QuestUm.  Would  you  excuse  a  grand  jury  for  not  finding  a  bill  on  the  ground  that 
the  men  had  been  charged  with  an  ofiense  m  another  State  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  would ;  but  it  would  be  quite  a  mitigating 
circomstance. 

QnMtUm,  Did  the  mayor  do  anything  to  protect  the  colored  people  or  to  cause  the 
punishment  of  these  menf  * 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Were  not  the  colored  people  dissatisfied  with  the  mayor  because  of  his 
course  in  that  respect  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  or  not ;  but  the  mayor  did,  about  that 
time,  I  think,  and  it  was  said  for  that  reason,  apply  to  the  governor  or  to  the  proper 
aathorities,  and  had  some  United  States  troops  sent  there.  They  were  kept  tnere  a 
day  or  two  and  then  sent  away. 

Quotum.  Was  it  not  after  the  fire  that  the  troops  came  there  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  some  troops  were  brought  there  a  day  or  two  after 
these  men  were  taken  and  carried  to  Alabama  f 

Qnosfion.  United  States  troops  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QmesUon.  How  do  you  account  for  so  many  men  being  in  the  court-house  armed  on 
that  trial? 

Answer.  Well,  on  account  of  the  excitement  at  the  fire  on  the  Saturday  night  pre- 
Tious,  and  the  riotous  and  hostile  demonstrations  of  Glopton  and  other  colored  men, 
dimger  was  Apprehended  by  the  white  people ;  and  for  that  reason  I  think  the  white 
men  armed  themselves  generally.    I  thixik  so. 

Question.  Are  there  a  good~many  colored  people  living  in  that  county  who  came  from 
Sumter  Connty,  Alabama,  on  account  of  the  troubles  there? 

Answer.  All  1  know  about  that  is  that  I  have  understood  that  after  Price  came  there 
be  influenced  a  good  many  colored  people  to  come  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  it  not  alleged  that  there  were  Ku-Klux  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama, 
BO  that  for  that  reason  the  colored  people  thought  themselves  safer  in  Mississippi  ? 

Ausxcer.  The  reason  I  heard  given  for  it  was  that  Price  induced  them  to  come. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  the  other  reason  assigned  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  other  reason.  I  have  heard  it  charged  that  there  were 
£u-Klux  in  adjoining  counties  of  Alabama. 

Question,  In  Sumter  County  and  other  counties  acljoining  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  Do  you  in  Meridian  consider  this  section  of  the  code  against  kidnapping, 
which  I  have  quoted,  to  be  a  dead  letter  ? 

Answei[.  No,  sir ;  we  do  not  consider  it  a  dead  letter. 

Question.  I  understand  from  your  testimony  that  you  enforced  the  law  against  search- 
ing colored  men's  houses  without  a  warrant,  and  looking  for  pigs? 

Answer,  I  learned  from  Joe  Williams  himiself  that  an  indictment  was  found  against 
him  as  a  lustice  of  the  peace,  (the  particular  charge  in  the  indictment  I  do  not  know,) 
because  ne  verbally  authorized  some  white  persons  or  colored  persons  (I  don't  recol- 
lect which)  to  go  and  search  colored  persons'  premises  for  a  pig,  and  gave  no  warrant 
in  writing. 

Question.  So  that  colored  men's  pigs  are  protected  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  would  seem  from  that  that  there  is  a  disposition  to  discriminate  in  favor 
of  a  pig  rather  than  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that. there  is  a  disposition  to  discriminate  in  favor  of 
a  pig. 

Option.  Of  which  do  the  democrats  think  the  most,  their  pigs  or  the  free  nei^roes  ? 
In  other  words,  do  they  think  more  of  their  property  or  of  their  colored  fellow-citnEcns  ? 

Answer.  As  a  matter  of  property  I  suppose  they  consider  most  the  pig ;  but  I  do  not 
believe  that  there  is  a  respectable  white  man  there  who  thinks  more  of  a  pig  than  he 
does  of  a  human  being. 

Question.  I  infer  fh>m  this  that  there  must  be  some  bad  men  in  the  democratic  party 
there? 

Answer.  There  are  bad  men  there  as  there  are  in  all  other  commnnities.  J 

Question,  Even  in  the  democratic  party  ?  h 

Answer,  Even  in  the  democratic  party. 
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Question,  Can  you  name  some  of  them  ? 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  I  can  name  them. 
Queation.  You  know  who  they  are,  do  you  not  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  be  advisable  to  single  men  out  and  call  them 
bad  names.    I  should  think  such  a  question  as  that  T^ould  not  be  insisted  upon. 

Question.  You  have  very  freely  given  the  names  of  bad  colored  men,  and  said  all  you 
could  against  them,  although  they  are  dead.  I  have  asked  you  for  the  names  of  somo 
bad  white  men,  and  you  decline  to  give  them.    I  do  not  press  the  question. 

Anstcer,  I  gave  the  names  of  bad  colored  men  because  they  were  charged  with  crime, 
and  were  on  trial  for  crime,  and  were  killed  in  a  riot.    You  asked  me  to  give  yoa  the 
names  of  white  persons  who  were  bad  men,  against  whom  no  such  charges  had  been 
made,  and  I  declined  to  do  it. 
Question,  Were  not  the  violent  acts  committed  at  that  riot  done  by  bad  white  naen  t 
Answer,  I  believe  there  were  acts  committed  that  night  by  bad  white  men ;    for 
instance,  the  burning  of  the  church,  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house,  and  the  kill- 
ing of  those  three  negroes  taken  from  the  custody  of  thej»heri£f.    I  think  every  man 
condemns  that. 
Question,  One  had  his  throat  cut  after  he  was  shot  f 

Answer,  1  understand  that  Clopton's  throat  was  cut  after  he  had  been  shot. 
Question,  Did  not  bad  men  do  those  acts  f 

Anstcer,  I  should  think  it  would  be  quite  an  unfeeling  man  who  would  cut  a  man>9 
throat  (however  bad  a  man  he  might  be)  after  he  was  wounded.  I  do  not  think  any 
respectable  man  justifies  the  burning  of  the  church  and  Aaron  Moore's  house,  and  the 
killing  of  those  negroes.  On  the  contrary,  it  was  unanimously  denounced  at  a  public 
meeting  held  the  next  day ;  that  is,  the  burning  of  the  church  and  the  house. 
Question,  Who  is  supposed  there  to  have  done  those  things  f 
Ansu^er,  Which  things  f 

Qnestion,  Those  outrages  you  have  just  mentioned  t 

Answer,  I  believe,  and  it  is  generally  beliered  there,  that  men  who  are  not  citizens  of 
Lauderdale  burned  Aaron  Moore's  house,  burned  the  colored  Baptist  church;  and  took 
those  three  men  at  night  from  the  custody  of  the  sheriff  and  shot  them.  , 
Question,  Do  yon  mean  to  say  that  those  men  from  Alabama  did  it  f 
Answer,  Men  who  were  strangers  there,  and  were  probably  from  Alabama.    I  wiU 
not  say  they  were  from  Alabama  when  I  do  not  know  it  as  a  fact. 
Question,  Is  there  no  belief  as  to  who  cut  that  man's  throat  f 

Answer,  Some  {persons  may  know ;  I  do  not  know.    I  never  heard  any  particular 
person  charged  with  it. 

Question,  Do  you  belong  to  any  organization  of  white  men  f 
Anstcer,  I  belong  to  a  conservative  or  democratic  club. 
Question,  Is  that  a  part  of  the  organization  of  the  democratic  party  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  is  a  club  we  have  had  organized  there  for  some  considerable 
time. 

Question,  Is  it  a  part  of  the  regular  organization  of  the  democratic  party,  or  is  it  a 
side  club  t 
Answer,  You  may  call  it  a  part  of  the  regular  organization. 
Question,  Do  you  belong  to  any  other  organization  of  white  men  f 
Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  belong  to  the  order  of  Pale  Faces  t  • 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  belong  to  that  order ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
Question,  Do  you  belong  to  the  order  of  the  Knights  of  the  White  Camelia  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  belong  to  that  order,  and  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 
Question.  You  do  not  belong  to  any  of  those  secret  organizations  f 
Anstcer,  None  of  them. 
Question,  Is  that  democratic  dub  secret  f 

Answer.  Any  person  could  go  to  their  meetings  who  wanted  to ;  wo  do  not  exclude 
persons  at  all. 

Question,  What  are  your  terms  of  admission  f  What  are  the  qualifications  required  c^ 
a  member  f 

Anstcer,  He  must  convince  us  that  he  is  a  democrat,  that  he  believes  in  the  same 
principles  that  we  do,  and  has  the  same  objects  in  view  that  we  hare. 
Question,  Are  any  colored  men  admitted  into  it  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  of  any  colored  men  being  in  it.  Very  few  colored  men  act  witl^ 
the  democratic  party  down  with  us. 

Qtiestion,  Would  a  colored  man  be  eligible  f 
Anstcer,  I  suppose  he  would  be. 
Question,  Has  the  club  any  constitution  f 

Anstcer,  Well,  it  has  been  so  long  since  I  attended  it  (it  is  some  time  since  the  last 
election)  that  I  do  not  know  much  about  it.  They  did  have  a  constitution  then.  Their 
regular  meetings  are  not  held  now.  They  had  a  constitution  and  by-laws,  such  as  those 
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tlubs  nsnally  have,  providing  for  the  election  of  a  president,  vice-president,  secretary^ 
treasurer,  &c. 

(luestion.  Did  it  have  any  means  by  "which  one  ineraher  could  recognize  any  other  1 

Answer.  There  were  no  signs  or  grips,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Qu^tion.  No  ][>asswords  or  anything  of  that  sort  f 

Ansivar*  No,  sir. 

Qu€$tkm.  Did  the  constitution  contain  any  obligation  that  one  member  of  the  club 
should  aid  another  in  troiible  Y 

Answer.  It  did  not  contain  those  things. 

Qnesikm.  Nothing  of  the  sort  t 

Amwer,  No,  sir  ;  it  was  apolitical  club,  gotten  up  in  the  usual  way  of  political  clubs. 
They  are  generally  gotten  up  just  preceding  an  election ;  and  after  the  election  is 
over  they  hold  no  regular  meetings. 

QmesUon,  To  your  knowledge,  is  there  any  secret  organization  or  society  of  white  men 
in  that  town  or  county  t 

Answer,  There  may  be ;  I  do  not  know  the  fact  myself. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  This  democratic  club  of  which  you  speak  is  simply  an  old-fashioned  club, 
Mch  as  every  politicfJ  party  has  in  order  to  keep  together — an  organization  without 
Becrecy  or  anything  of  tiiat  kind  ?  You  simply  expect  all  who  come  there  to  be  dem- 
ocrats f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  this  charge  against  Price  for  abusing  negroes 
was  within  the  last  six  months  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  in  January  or  February. 

Question.  Then  it  was  within  the  last  six  months  T 
.   AnsiDer.  I  think  it  was. 

Question.  And  that  was  dismissed  by  the  officers  of  the  law,  by  consent  on  both 
sides? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  court  there,  in  the  administration  of  Justice,  was  disturbed  by  the 
threatened,  If  not  attempted,  assault  by  a  witness  under  examination  upon  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  Well,  as  I  stated 

Question.  Was  it  not  the  fact  that  the  disturbance  began  by  the  witness  attempting 
to  go  to  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  that  was  a  part  of  what  created  the  disturbance. 

Question.  And  two  of  the  negroes  who  were  charged  at  that  time  were  killed  in  con- 
sequence of  the  proceedings  tm^t  occurred  afterward  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  three  more  who  were  arrested  after  the  fire  were  also  murdered  in 
the  same  way  by  some  one  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  Moore's  house  was  burned  and  also  the  colored  Baptist  church  f 

Ansiper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  time  prior  to  that  Williams  had  been  killed  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Some  six  months  or  more  before.  • 

Question.  And  at  least  three  negroes  were  carried  away  out  of  the  county  unlaw- 

Answar,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now,  has  there*  been  any  arrest  or  trial  of  anybody  for  any  one  of  those 
offenses  f 
'  Answer,  You  have  reference  to  the  Williams  matter  f 

Question.  I  have  reference  to  all  the  occurrences  I  have  named.  Price  was  arrested, 
of  course.  But  for  the  disturbance  of  the  court,  for  the  killing  of  two  of  the  negroes 
who  were  on  trial  and  of  the  three  who  were  subsequently  in  the  custody  of  the  sheriff, 
for  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  and  the  church,  for  the  carrying  away  of  those  negroes, 
or  for  the  kiUiug  of  Williams,  has  anybody  been  arrested  or  tried  f 

Answer,  In  each  one  of  those  cases  some  persons  were  charged  and  underwent  ex- 
amination. Judge  Leachman  held  to  bail  a  number  of  persons,  as  will  be  shown  by  the 
testimony  taken  oefore  him ;  he  held  them  to  answer  to  the  circuit  court  for  what  they 
^d  on  the  day  of  the  riot.  A  young  man,  whose  name  I  forget,  was  arrested,  charged 
with  having  something  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Joe  Williams.  That  matter  was  brought 
before  Judge  Bramlette.    There  was  no  evidence  against  him,  and  he  was  discharged. 

Question.  In  view  of  these  facts  and  these  results,  do  you  still  adhere  to  the  opinion 
you  gave  in  the  beginning  of  your  examination^  thAt  the  law  is  as  faithfully  adminis- 
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tered  in  MiBsiesippi,  and  that  life  and  property  are  as  secure  there  as  in  any  other  part 
of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Well,  when  I  said 

QwBetioH,  I  simply  want  to  know  whether  yon  adhere  to  that  opinion  given  in  the 
beginniDg  of  yonr  testimony. 

Answer.  When  I  said  that  the  criminal  law  was  executed  there  as  well  as  the  crim- 
inal law  is  executed  generally  in  the  country,  I  did^ot  mean  to  say  that  there  were  not 
any  more  men  killed  there  than  there  were  in  some  other  parts  of  the  coontr}\  I  simply 
meant  to  say  that  whenever  crimes  are  committed,  there  is  an  investigation  had,  as 
much  so  as  in  the  country  generally. 

Question.  In  view  of  these  facts  occurring  within  the  period  you  have  indicated,  do 
3rou  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  that  the  execution  of  the  law  is  as  efficient  and  life  and 
property  are  as  secure  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  as  in  other  parts  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  I  will  state  that  life  is  as  secure  there  as  in  other 
parts  of  the  country  so  far  as  regards  the  number  of  men  who  are  killed ;  but  I  mean 
to  say  that  investigations  are  hs^  and  attempts  are  made  to  find  out  who  are  guilty,  as 
much  so  there  as  generally  in  the  country.  I  believe  that  there  are  more  men  killed  in 
some  localities  of  the  Southern  States  perhaps  than  there  are  elsewhere. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  from  the  information  you  have,  and  from  official  data 
which  you  may  have  read,  that  there  are  more  child-murders  in  the  city  of  Boston 
alone  than  there  are  murders  of  all  kinds  in  the  State  of  Mississippi',  from  one  end  of 
it  to  the  other  f 

Anstoer,  Well,  if  the  reports  I  see  in  the  newspapers  and  periodicals  are  true,  I  should 
think  that  there  were. 

Question.  In  other  words,  different  communities  have  different  orders  of  crime  T 

Anstper.  Certainly. 

Question.  A  fellow  who  would  go  into  a  man's  house  in  the  garb  of  a  preacher  and 
seduce  his  daughter,  and  a  doctor  who  would  go  there  and  produce  abortions,  would, 
in  your  estimation,  be  as  bad  Ku-Elux  as  the  feUows  who  go  in  the  night  and  whip 
people  t 

Anstcer.  I  should  think  it  would  be  equally  bad  crime. 

Question,  As  different  communities  have  different  orders  of  crime,  yonr  people  have 
always  been,  perhaps,  more  violent  than  some  other  communities  f 

Answer.  We  had  more  cases  of  killing  before  the  war  than  there  were  in  the  Northern 
States.    I  suppose  every  man  will  concede  that  fact. 

Qwstion.  When  a  man  is  called  a  liar  in  your  community,  he  is  apt  to  fight  back 
instead  of  suing f 

Ansufer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  so  far  as  criminal  acts  are  concerned,  I  do  not  know  that  more 
of  them  are  committed  in  the  States  that  were  formerly  slave  States  than  in  the 
Northern  States. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  In  all  your  reading  with  reference  to  Boston,  or  any  other  city  of  the 
United  States,  have  you  learned  of  any  organized  body  of  men,  in  any  such  city,  for 
the  purpose  of  committing  crime,  or  of  defending  or  excusing  it ;  I  mean  the  crime  of 
abortion  or  any  other  crime  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  learned  from  my  reading  that  there  is  any  organ- 
ized band  of  persons  there  whose  object  is  to  commit  crime  or  bring  about  abortions. 

Question.  Or  to  defend  tboso  who  do  commit  crime  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir ;  but  I  have  read  a  great  deal  about  the  common  habit  of  physicians 
and  others  of  procuring  abortions,  and  especially  in  the  New  England  States. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  there  is  no  body  of  organized  men  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime  or  of  defending  it  f 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  there  is  a  body  of  men  organized  in  Missis- 
sippi for  the  purpose  of  committing  crime  and  of  defending  those  who  do  commit  it, 
though  there  may  be.  I  cannot  say  I  beUeve  there  is  a  body  of  men  organized  for  that 
purpose. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  objects  of  the  Ku-Klux,  if  they  ai« 
organized  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  always  understood  that  the  Ku-Elux  ori^nated  in  Tennessee; 
that  it  was  brought  about  by  the  odious  political  condition  of  the  country  as  to  the 
white  people ;  that  it  was  to  protect  the  white  people  against  outrages  committed  upon 
them  by  the  opposite  party.  • 

Question.  Did  you  get  that  information  from  anybody  who  was  a  member  of  it  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  simply  xinderstood  that. 

Question.  You  have  no  posirive  information  about  itT 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  positive  information  in  regard  to  it. 


• 
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By  Mr.  Beck: 

Qneation.  In  yonr  section  of  the  country  can  a  democratic  negro  vote  the  democratic 
ticket  without  being  persecuted  by  his  negro  brethren  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  known  some  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  who  were  not  inter- 
fered with.  I  have  heard  of  instances  of  their  being  interfered  with ;  and  I  have 
heard  freed  men  say  that  they  were  afraid  to  vote  that  ticket,  that  they  might  be 
interfered  with. 

Question,  By  those  of  their  own  color  t 

Anstrer,  By  those  of  their  own  color.  That  was  a  year  or  two  ago.  I  wish  to  make 
one  explanation  in  reference  to  my  testimony.  1  do  not  want  to  do  anybody 
injustice.  I  have  been  asked  during  my  examination  how  the  fire  at  Meridian  origi- 
nated, according  to  the  opinion  of  the  people  generally;  and  I  said  that  the  people 
generally  believed  that  it  originated  in  Theodore  Sturge's's  house,  and  that  the  owners 
of  the  house  had  something  to  do  with  the  origin  of  it,  or  were  cognizant  of  the  fact.' 
Now,  Bir.  Theodore  Sturges  is  a  man  that  I  have  respect  for ;  and  while  there  are  seme 
people  who  believe  that,  there  are,  I  suppose,  a  good  many  others  who  do  not  believe  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Were  there  not  as  many  people  who  believed  otherwise,  taking  the  whites 
and  blacks  together  ? 

Armcer.  Probably  there  are.  The  statement  I  made  before  on  this  subject  I  would 
like  to  have  left  out  of  my  testimony. 

The  Chairman.  The  statement  you  have  just  made  in  explanation  will  appear  as 
part  of  your  examination. 


[See  page  115.] 

A  JkU  report  of  the  testimony  taken  before  the  Hon,  R.  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  drouit 
court,  d^trict  of  the  Stale  of  Mississippif  on  the  examination  of  the  oases  of  The  State  vs, 
Jamos  A,  Brantley  and  others,  charged  with  a  riot  in  the  city  of  Meridian,  Mississippi,  on 
the  eth  of  March,  1871, 

The  State  of  IfississiPPi,  Lauderdale  County: 

W.  8.  Patton,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian  and  am  marshal  of  the  city.    I  was  present  when  a  riot 
took  plaee  in  this  court-house  on  the  6th  of  March,  1871,  as  an  officer  of  the  court. 

Several  persons  had  testified.  It  seems  that  Warren  Tyler  and  others  had  been 
charged  with  disorderly  conduct,  and  were  being  examined  before  Judge  Bramlette. 
Mr.  James  Brantley  was  called  to  the  stand.  His  testimony  was  short.  I  think  Cap- 
tain Ford  toid  him  to  be  seated.  I  think  he  stated  he  had  heard  either  Tyler  or  some 
one  had  stated  that  Tyler  had  used  certain  language ;  cannot  give  the  lauguage.  Mr. 
Brantley  attempted  to  take  his  seat,  and  Tyler  told  him  to  keep  the  stand.  Mr.  Brant- 
ley had  taken  his  seat.  I  told  Mr.  Brantley  to  get  up,  and  he  immediately^  arose.  Tyler 
sakl  he  wanted  to  bring  in  two  witnesses  to  impeacli  Mr.  Brantley^s  testimony.  When 
that  remark  was  made,  Mr.  Brantley  reached  over  and  got  hold  of  my  stick,  which  wa« 
lying  on  the  table.  I  caught  hold  of  Mr.  Brantley ;  told  him  he  must  desist.  He  made 
hut  little  if  any  effort  to  get  away  from  me ;  we  were  standing  in  that  position  when 
the  first  pistol  was  fired.  I  was  holding  him.  I  do  not  know  who  tired  the  first  shot. 
It  came  from  the  direction  of  the  door  leading  from  the  court-room  to  the  sheriff's 
office.  The  reason  I  think  it  came  from  that  direction  is,  1  heard  the  report.  Was  not 
excited  in  the  least.  Bramlette  fell  dead,  shot  through  the  left  side  of  the  head.  War- 
ren Tyler  was  standing  at  the  door,  the  rest  were  sitting  down.  Judge  Bram letters  left 
side  was  turned  to  that  door.  The  last  I  saw  of  Warien  Tyler  after  he  hwl  risen,  he 
"Was  standing  near  that  door  with  a  pistol  in  his  hand.  Gus.  Ford  fell  not  long  after- 
ward; clid  not  see  him  fall.  He  was  shot  in  the  right  Hide.  Don't  know  where  Ford 
Was  when  the  first  pistol  was  fiied.  I  think  I  am  suiv.  Judge  Bramlette  fell  at  the  first 
fire.  I  did  not  see  a  flash  or  smoke  fi'onj  Tyler's  pistol.  The  iiring  became  general 
tlironghout  the  house  and  from  all  parts  of  the  house ;  peraons  were  breiiking  out  in  every 
*hi-ection,  ajid  getting  under  beucues.  I  did  not  see  a  pistol  fired.  I  only  heard  there- 
l>orts.  I  saw  no  one  armed  with  pistols  but  except  that  mentioned.  I  was  engageil  in 
trying  to  quell  the  difficulty.  I  saw  no  one  arnie<l.  I  could  not  name  a  man  who  fired 
ft  giui  or  made  any  demonstnition,  either  whit^;  or  black,  except  those  mentioned.  The 
t^ifficulty  in  the  court-house  did  not  last,  I  think,  exceiHling  a  minute.  I  don*t  suppose 
there  were  over  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  in  the  court-room.  I  think  there  were 
more  negroes  than  white  folks.  I  believe  almost  all  the  crowd  made  their  exit  by  the 
nsual  entrance.  I  don't  think  it  was  more  than  five  minutes  before  the  house  was 
clear.  I  remained  in  the  court-house,  I  saw  Jud^e  Bramlette  lying  dead  near  where 
j>e  had  been  sitting  as  justice  of  the  peace.  Gus.  Ford  was  lying  in  the  sheriff's  office 
}^  a  dying  state.  Billy  Clopton,  alias  Dennis,  was  shot  in  the  knee,  in  the  body,  and 
h)  the  mouth.   The  next  I  saw  I  looked  out  of  the  window  of  the  sheriff's  office,  and  saw 
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a  large  crowd  in  the  Ticioity  of  my  office,  abont  two  hundred  yards  off.  This  was  a 
few  minutes  after  the  court-room  had  been  cleared.  I  did  not  recognize  anybody  in 
that  crowd,  I  could  not  tell  whether  they  were  armed  or  not.  I  don't  think  there 
was  much  noise  in  the  crowd.  I  heard  some  hallooing  and  guns  fire  after  I  came  back 
into  the  court-room.  Cannot  tell  how  many  shots  were  fired.  The  reports  were  scat- 
tering. I  do  not  know  what  they  were  shooting  at.  I  do  not  know  what  l>ecame  of 
Warren  Tyler.  The  last  I  saw  of  him  during  the  riot  he  was  standing  at  the  door  lead- 
ing to  the  sheriff's  office.  I  saw  him  about  an  hour  afterward  lying  dead  in  the  back 
room  of  Sam  Parker's  shoe-shop.  Parker's  shop  is  about  two  hundred  yards  from  the 
court-house.  It  was  a  little  dark  in  the  room,  and  I  saw  blood  on  his  face  and  breast ; 
supposed  he  had  been  shot.  I  did  not  see  him  any  more,  and  made  no  further  exam- 
ination. I  suppose  it  was  three  or  half-past  three  when  the  riot  commenced,  and  it 
was  about  half-past  four  when  I  saw  Tyler's  body  in  the  back  room  of  Parker's  shop. 
About  this  time  everybody  seemed  a  little  excited,  but  no  ver^  great  disorder  or  vio- 
lence was  prevailing.  A  short  time  before  this  I  had  all  the  drinking  saloons  in  town 
closed.  I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee ;  don't  think  I  knew  Henry  Johnson.  I 
saw  Isaac  Lee,  Marion  White,  and  a  man  called  Henry  Johnson  that  e^'ening  about  5 
o'clock,  before  sunset.  I  saw  Isaac  Lee  on  Johnson  avenue,  in  front  of  the  court-house, 
and  saw  Marion  White  and  a  man  they  called  Henry  Johnson  going  up  the  steps  lead- 
ing to  the  court-room.  I  saw  them  iu  the  shentfs  office  on  the  followmg  night  about 
supper-time,  and  they  were  under  arrest.  I  found  them  next  morning  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  railroad,  in  a  pine  thicket.  They  were  dead.  I  do  not  know  how  nor  when 
they  left  the  sheriff's  office,  nor  who  took  them  out.  The  way  I  came  to  know  these 
parties  were  dead,  about  4  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  7tli  instant  an  unknown  man 
came  to  me  on  the  street,  and  asked  me  if  I  was,  or  are  you  General  Patton,  and  if  I 
was  not  city  marshal.  I  told  him  I  was.  He  then  said,  "  You  don't  know  me,  but  I 
know  you.  I  am  from  Georgia,  but  am  now  living,  or  am  from  Alabama.  I  will  leave 
on  the  train  in  about  half  an  hour.  If  you  will  go  across  the  railroad,  back  of  a  little , 
store-house  in  a  pine  thicket,  you  will  find  threie  dead  negroes."  I  found  the  negroes ' 
shot,  but  don't  know  by  whom.  I  know  nothing  about  the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's 
house  and  the  Baptist  church ;  I  merely  saw  them  burning.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James 
A.  Brantley,  or  any  other  persons  whose  names  I  know,  take  any  other  part  in  the  riot 
in  the  court-house  than  I  liave  detailed.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley,  or  any 
other  persons  whose  names  I  know,  in  the  crowd  about  Sam  Parker's  sho^.  After  the 
burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house  Mr.  Williams  and  myself  started  in  that  direction,  and 
saw  the  colored  Baptist  church  burning.  We  went  to  the  church ;  found  no  one  there 
except  some  negroes  removing  their  things  from  their  houses.  Some  of  the  city  8i>ecial 
police  came  up.  We  had  stalled  back,  when  a  half  dozen  or  a  dozen  unknown  persons 
came  up,  and  we  left.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley,  or  any  other  persons  whose 
names  I  know,  there  except  those  mentioned. 

W.  S.  PATTON. 


Wednesday  Mornino,  Mosrc^  15, 1871. 

Samuel  Parker,  (colored,)  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

I  live  in  Meridian  ;  I  am  a  shoemaker  c  I  was  not  in  the  court-room  at  the  time  of 
the  riot ;  I  was  in  my  shox).  When  the  snooting  occurred  in  the  court-room  I  went 
out  of  my  shop  to  the  corner,  and  looked  down  toward  the  court-house,  antl  saw  men 
running  toward  my  shop.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  coming  to  my  shop  the  other  way  with 
his  arm  over  two  men's  shoulders;  I  don't  know  who  these  men  were;  I  know  of  no 
others  following  him.  Mr.  Brantley  did  not  follow  him  nor  any  other  person  I  knew. 
A  minute  or  two  afterward  some  pei*sons  hunting  for  him  asked  me  if  Warren  Tyler 
was  in'my  shop,  among  them  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley.  I  told  them  he  was  not  in  my  shop. 
This  was  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  but  not  the  Mr.  Brantley  who  is  now  on  trial.  There 
were  none  others  that  I  knew.  I  saw  several  armed  at  that  time ;  I  saw  two  or  three 
men  trying  to  shoot  me  as  I  came  out  of  the  shop  with  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  and  a  large 
crowd  were  pushing  into  the  door,  but  did  not  recognize  them,  as  I  was  excit'Cd ;  I 
did  not  see  Mr.  Bruntlev  shoot  at  any  one  or  commit  any  violence ;  I  saw  nothing  of 
the  burning  of  Aaron  Moore's  house  or  the  Baptist  church  ;  I  was  up-stairs  in  Hobsou's 
store,  and  only  saw  the  light  of  the  tire ;  I  was  up-stairs  because  I  was  afniid  of  being 
killed,  as  th«y  had  shot  Tyler  in  my  house,  and  1  had  told  them  that  he  was  not  in 
there.  My  shop  is  about  three  hundred  yards  from  the  court-house.  I  did  not  hear 
any  noise  at  the  court-house ;  I  saw  nothing  that  was  going  on  on  the  streets ;  I  heard 
men  on  horses  and  shootinj^  all  night.  From  the  time  of  the  disturbance  through  the 
night  the  shooting  and  noise  was  incessant.  I  saw  among  them  Mr.  Bobert  K.  Cole- 
man and  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson.    Did  not  know  any  others. 

Cross-examined : 

Did  not  see  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley  at  my  shop  at  all.  I  saw  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  first 
on  the  sidewalk  near  my  shop.  He  went  in  the  direction  of  Hobson's  store.  I  do  not 
know  from  what  direction  he  came.    When  I  first  saw  him  he  waa  on  the  sidewalk,  and 
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inquired  where  Warren  Tyler  was.  This  was  about  a  minute  after  I  saw  Warren  Ty- 
ler lean  Lug  on  two  men's  shoulders.  I  did  not  know  that  Tyler  was  in  my  shop.  I  do 
not  know  who  the  men  were  with  Warren  Tyler.  They  were  black  men.  I  knew  then 
that  Jud«je  Bramletto  was  killed.  I  met  Hobson  near  the  mayor's  office,  who  told  me. 
He  said  ho  did  not  know  who  shot  him.  Ho  said  Warren  Tyler  and  several  others  had 
shot  iu  the  court-house.  I  asked  him  if  Warren  Tyler  had  killed  Judge  BramlettB. 
Hobson  said  ho  was  so  frightened  he  did  not  know.  The  reason  I  asked  this  was  that 
he  lirst  mentioned  that  Wjirren  Tyler  had  shot.  I  heard  others  say  that  there  was 
shooting  iu  the  court-house  before  Hobson  told  me ;  do  not  know  who  they  were.  They 
were  colored  people.  I  have  been  livmg  in  this  town  going  on  four  years.  There  were 
women  and  men  who  had  gathered  on  the  corner,  looking  as  I  was.  Do  not  think  they 
had  been  in  the  court-house,  but  don't  know.  I  had  not  seen  Warren  Tyler  before  I 
had  this  convei*sation  with  Hobson.  I  told  the  men  who  inquired  which  way  Warren 
Tjier  had  gone ;  one  of  those  who  asked  was  Hugh  Wilson.  Mr.  Robert  E.  Coleman, 
ST.,  tried  to  shoot  me,  and  was  prevented  by  his  sou,  who  took  hold  of  his  gun.  Others 
tried  to  shoot  me  as  I  ran  out  of  the  house  after  going  iu  with  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley.  I 
saw  them  pointing  their  pistols  at  mo,  crying,  "  Shoot  him,  shoot  him."  No  one  shot 
at  me  that  I  know  of,  and  the  reason  was  I  kept  a  white  man  between  me  and  them. 
I  rul)bed  right  against  some  of  them.  There  were  none  but  white  men  around  me. 
They  tried  to  catch  hold  of  me  but  could  not.  Inside  the  store  one  caught  at  me  and 
pulled  off  my  hat  j  supposed  ho  w^as  trying  to  catch  me.  I  was  not  present  at  the 
meeting  in  the  court-room — at  the  public  meeting  which  took  place  Saturday  evening 
previous  to  the  tiro.  I  was  present  at  the  fire  Saturday  night ;  saw  Bill  Clopton  there. 
He  was  drunk,  I  think,  walking  around  with  a  stick.  I  heard  him  say,  "  Let  it  bum." 
I  am  not  certain  whether  he  said  to  the  colored  people,  "  Don't  help  put  out  the  fire." 
He  was  talking  a  good  deal,  and  when  he  commenced  talking  that  way  I  left  him.  I 
did  not  see  him  try  to  stop  any  one  from  helping  to  put  out  the  fire.  I  did'nt  hear  him 
sav,  **  Now  is  our  time."  I  did  not  hear  him  call  for  a  meeting  of  the  colored  people. 
AtVer  the  fire  had  stopped,  I  went  to  my  shop ;  did  not  meet  with  them  that  night,  and 
did  not  see  Warren  Tyler  at  the  fire  nor  know  where  he  was.  I  do  not  know  whether 
or  jiot  the  men  who  inquired  for  Warren  Tyler  at  my  shop  had  orders  from  the  sheriff 
to  arrest  him. 

SAM  PARKER. 


I^ELSox  Hodges,  (colored,)  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  am  a  citizen  c^f  this  place  and  a  merchant.    I  was  not  present  when  the  riot  tooK 
place  in  the  court-room. 
Kxamination  suspended. 


Lemcel  Hobson,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  merchant.  I  was  present  in  the  court-room  when 
th©  riot  took  place ;  was  sitting;  on  the  third  seat  from  the  railing.  Mr.  Brantley  was 
on  the  stand.  Mr.  Brantley  said  he  was  passing  down  the  street  and  he  passed  Warren 
T>l©r ;  ho  did  not  know  him,  but  the  defendant  was  the  man.  Brantley  asked  Wari'en 
what  was  going  on,  and  Tyler  replietl  that  the  white  folks  were  getting  scared.  Mr. 
Brantley  said  he  contradicted  this,  and  called  him  a  liar  twice.  Mr.  Ford  told  Brantley 
then  to  be  seated.  Warren  Tyler  then  requested  Brantley  to  keep  the  floor,  as  he 
thought  he  could  introduce  two  witnesses  who  would  imi)each  his  testimony.  Mr. 
Brantley  asked  him  what  he  said,  and  Tyler  re])eated  it  again.  Then  Mr.  Brantley 
made  for  a  stick  lying  on  the  table.  General  Patton,  who  was  standing  by,  seized  the 
stic^,  and  told  Brantley  that  he  could  not  do  that.  And  I  thought,  after  General 
Patton  told  him  that,  it  was  over,  and  Mr.  Brantli*y  was  obeying  what  General  Patton 
had  told  him.  At  that  time,  while  General  Patton  was  preventing  Mr.  Brantley  from 
using  the  stick,  Warren  Tyler  was  walking  otf  toward  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's 
office.  As  he  walkecl,  he  seemed  to  carry  his  hand  toward  his  pocket.  There  were 
some  men  between  me  and  him  then,  and  the  next  I  heard  was  a  shot.  At  that  tune 
shooting  began  all  over  the  house,  and  I  f^U  down  under  the  bench,  and  lay  there  until 
it  was  ^1  over.  I  heard  General  Patton  exclaim,  "Gentlemen,  these  things  will  not 
do;  here  is  Judge  Bramlette  lying  hero  dead."  I  saw  no  one  armed.  I  lay  under  the 
bench  until  the  ci-owd  had  dispersed,  and  then  went  to  my  store  and  found  my  wife 
alarmed  and  crying,  thinking  I  had  been  killed  at  the  court-house.  There  was  no  one 
after  Tyler  at  that  time ;  tliey  were  all  coming  up  into  tlie  court-room  to  see  Judge 
Bramlette.  I  went  to  my  store,  closed  the  front  door,  and  j)ut  my  head  out  of  the 
window.  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  was  on  the  pavement,  and  told  me  to  come  down  and 
open  the  door.  I  did  so.  He  had  several  others  whom  I  did  not  recognize  ;  asked  mo 
if  Wari-eu  Tyler  was  in  my  store.    Some  of  them  were  armed.    Thought  Mr.  Wilson 

9m 


130        CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

had  a  stick  or  a  ^m  ;  do  not  know.  He  told  me  to  come  out.  Bjing  excited,  and  seitiug 
a  number  of  men  with  ^ms  around  the  door,  I  refused  to  do  so.  I  was  stauding  in  the 
door  and  Mr.  Matt  Chnstmore  took  me  by  the  collar,  told  mo  if  I  did  not  come  out  I 
would  get  shot,  and  pulled  me  out.  He  seemed  to  be  a<lvising  me.  Some  one  1  did 
not  recognize  took  me  by  the  head,  put  a  pistol  to  my  temple,  and  told  me  to  get 
down  in  the  ditch.  I  had  then  completely  lost  my  mind.  At  this  Dr.  A.  H.  Smith  ran 
up  and  told  them  to  let  me  alone,  that  he  did  not  think  I  knew  anything  about  Warren 
Tyler.  The  crowd  was  crying  that  Warren  was  in  there,  and  that  if  1  did  not  tell, 
ahoot  him,  and  I  gave  up  thinking  they  were  going  to  shoot  me.  Dr.  Smith  shoved 
the  men  off  and  shoved  me  away,  telling  me  to  go  into  my  house.  They  then  all  left 
me.  The  crowd  appeared  to  be  very  angry  and  excited.  They  wore  shouting,  "  If  he 
does  not  tell  where  lie  is,  shoot  him."  I  cannot  tell  how  many  there  were,  probaldy 
twenty-five;  not  a  hundred.  They  were  alarmed  and  excited  at  the  death  of  Judge 
Bramlett^.  Everybody  was  pursuing  Warren  Tyler,  saying  that  he  had  killed  Judg«» 
Bramlette.  The  conduct  of  the  crowd  and  the  noise  they  made  alarmed  myself  and 
wife  very  much.  My  wife  was  crying  up-stairs,  when  I  went  up  the  second  time.  Do 
not  know  where  the  crowd  went.  From  the  time  it  commenced  at  the  court-house 
the  distiirbance  continued  until  about  9  o*clock  that  night,  when  it  seemed  to  become 
quiet,  until,  about  1  o'clock,  the  bell  rang  for  fire.  I  got  up  and  saw  the  light.  There 
were  persons  riding  about  on  horseback  from  that  time  till  day.  I  did  not  leave  my 
house,  as  it  is  my  custom  to  i-emain  at  home  after  closing  up.  I  do  not  know  what 
became  of  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson.  I  do  not  kuow  of  any  one 
who  was  engagetl  in  killing  of  those  parties.  I  know  of  no  one  who  was  armed  or  who 
committed  an  assault  during  that  night.  About  a  half  hour  after  I  got  away  from  the 
crowd,  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  Drought  out  of  Sam  Parker's  shop  dead,  and  his  body  was 
carried  off  in  a  cart  by  his  step-father. 

Cross-examined : 

The  sound  of  the  first  pistol  fired  came  from  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  office. 
I  cannot  say  who  fired  it.  I  had  just  seen  Warren  Tyler  moving  toward  that  door, 
carrying  his  hand  in  his  pocket.  I  was  prevented  from  seeing  Warren  Tyler,  when 
the  first  shot  was  fired,  by  several  persons  rising  from  their  seats,  between  him  and 
me.  I  think  there  were  two  pistols  fired  from  that  door.  I  suppose  I  heard  a  dozen 
or  twenty  shots  fired  in  the  court-room.  I  cannot  tell  whether  any  were  fired  from 
the  rear  of  the  room  or  not.  As  I  went  up  home  somebody  asked  mo  what  was  the 
matter.  I  replied,  somebody-  has  killed  Judge  Bramlette.  I  did  not  call  any  names, 
because  I  did  not  know  who  had  shot.  I  did  not  tell  Sam  Parker  that  Warren  Tyte 
and  several  others  had  shot  in  the  court-room.  I  was  not  present  at  the  pubho  nieet- 
ing  Saturday,  but  was  at  the  fire  Saturday  night.  1  did  not  see  Billy  Clonton  that 
night.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James  Brantley  at  any  time  with  the  crowd.  The  crowd 
assembled  at  the  corner  about  five  or  ten  minutes  after  the  shooting  at  the  court' 
room. 

Reexamined : 

At  Parker's  shop  I  made  the  remark  that  there  was  shooting  at  the  court-room,  and 
that  somebody  had  killed  Judge  Bramlette.  The  crowd  there,  when  I  first  came,  were 
all  colored  men  and  women.    I  do  not  know  whether  Sam  Parker  was  there  or  not. 

LEMUEL  HOBSON. 


Frederick  Bass,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  farmer.    I  knew  Isaac  Lee.    I  saw  him  on  the 
street  during  the  disturbance,  in  front  of  the  court-house,  and  he  appealed  to  me  fbr 

Erotecvion.  I  went  toward  and  asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  Ho  told  me  he 
ad  been  shot  while  climbing  a  fence.  I  casually  looked  at  his  wounds,  and  appealed 
to  the  crowd ;  told  them  I  knew  the  old  man ;  that  he  and  his  family  hiul  worked  on 
my  farm  for  years.  From  my  knowledge  of  his  general  good  conduct,  I  was  confident 
he  bad  nothing  to  do  with  the  diflSculty.  The  crowd  opened  and  let  liim  go.  I  told 
him  to  go  to  Threefoot's  shop,  and  I  would  come  and  examine  his  wounds.  As  he 
turned  ffom  me,  some  one  exclaimed,  "  Stox) ;  what  have  you  here  f '  They  tapped  bis 
coat,  put  their  hands  in  his  pockets,  and  i)ulled  out  two  large  pistols.  Of  course,  t 
could  not  interfere  any  further.  Had  some  difficulty  in  appeasing  the  indignation  of 
the  crowd. against  me  for  interfering.  Some  remarked  that  they  thought  I  was  justi- 
fied in  attempting  to  save  him.  They  took  him  and  carried  him  into  the  court-houfle, 
saying  they  were  going  to  turn  him  over  to  the  authorities.  I  saw  no  more  of  him.  I 
could  not  swear  to  the  identity  of  any  one  in' the  crowd.  I  think  it  was  immediately 
after  the  disturbance  in  the  court-room,  about  3  o^clock  in  the  afternoon. 

Cross-examined : 
It  was  not  more  than  fifteen  minutes  after  I  heard  of  Judge  Bramlette's  death  that 
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I  saw  Isaac  Lee  in  the  crowd  oh  the  street.  He  told  me  he  had  been  shot.  I  think  he 
told  me  ho  had  been  shot  in  getting^  over  a  fence,  and  my  impression  was,  it  was  tho 
fence  in  rear  of  the  court-house.  The  pistols  found  on*  him  were  two  large  brass- 
monnted  dragoon  pistols,  as  I  think.  When  these  were  found  on  him,  I  at  once  thought 
he  had  come  to  town  with  the  intention  of  participating  in  the  disturbances,  and  inter- 
ftred  no  further.  I  don't  remember  that  J  recognized  any  person  in  the  crowd,  ex- 
cept Isaac  Lee. 

FREDERICK  BASS. 


Dr.  Redwood,  being  dnly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  reside  in  Meridian,  and  am  a  physician.  I  was  not  in  the  conrt-honse  when  thi< 
difficnlty  occurred  on  the  6th  of  March.  I  saw  the  whole  town  in  commotion,  but  did 
not  go  near  Sam  Parker's  shop,  and  saw  no  crowd  make  an  att.ack  on  Warren  Tyler, 
I  know  William  Clopton,  alias  Dennis.  I  was  called  to  the  court-house  that  eveninj; 
to  see  some  wonnded  men.  I  saw  Clopton,  who  was  lying  in  the  sheriffs  office,  bleed 
ing  from  wounds.  I  saw  no  violence  done  him,  for  tho  reason  that  I  turned  my  back 
and  walked  off.  I  cannot  identify  any  one  in  the  crowd.  I  examined  Clopton^M 
wounds.  He  had  about  five  gun-shot  wounds,  one  of  which,  in  the  chest,  I  think 
would  have  proved  mortal.  I  know  nothing  of  the  fire  of  Moore^s  house  or  the  Baptist 
church.  I  know  of  no  one  who  had  any  connection  with  the  killing  of  Marion  White, 
Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson. 

Cross-examined : 

I  turned  my  back  to  keep  from  seeing  any  violence  done  to  Clopton.  The  whole  town 
got  in  a  stir  immediately  after  the  difficulty  in  the  court-room.  I  made  a  superficial 
examination  of  Judge  Bramlette.  I  think  the  ball  entered  the  left  side  of  the  head, 
firom  the  wound  itself,  but  would  not  state  positively,  for  the  reason  that  I  did  not  ex- 
amine particularly. 


Marshall  Weir,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  have  been  a  policeman  for  two  years.  I  was  present 
on  the  6th  of  March  when  the  riot  took  place  in  tho  court-room.  I  had  been  there 
about  ten  minutes.  I  -did  not  know  who  had  been  on  trial.  Mr.  Ford  asked  Mr. 
Br^tloy  what  Warren  Tyler  had  said.  Mr.  Brantley  was  on  the  stand  a3  a  witness. 
AftGt  Mr.  Brantley  had  told  what  Tyler  had  said,  Tyler  thpn  asked  the  court  to  let  him 
introduce  two  witnesses  to  impeach  what  Mr.  Brautlt^y  had  said.  When  Warren  said 
tha*j  Mr.  Brantley  reached  for  a  stick  lying  on  the  table.  General  Patton  canght  hold 
of  him  and  said,  **  Don't  do  that."  While  I  was  looking  At  Messrs.  Patton  and  Brantley, 
a  pistol  went  o£F,  the  report  of  which  seemed ^to  come  from  between  the  doors  leading 
into  the  sheriff's  and  chancery  clerk's  offices.  *I  don*t  know  who  fired  that  pistol.  After 
the  first,  everything  seemed  to  be  silent  for  about  a  minute.  Then  the  firing  became 
general.  I  cannot  identify  any  one  who  shot.  The  first  language  I  heard,  after  the 
drat  shot,  was  from  General  Patton,  who  commanded  tho  peace.  This  is  all  I  know  of 
the  riot  in  the  court-house.  Immediately  after  the  firing  ceased,  as  I  walked  out,  I 
met  Mr.  Hugh  Wilson  leaning  on  the  banisters  of  the  stairs,  leading  from  the  court- 
house door.  I  remarke<l  to  mm,  "Mr.  Wilson,  this  is  very  bad."  He  replied,  "Yes, 
Marshall,  it  is."  Mr.  Wilson  was  not  armed.  I  know  no  man  who  was  armed  around 
the  mayor's  office,  or  who  went  into  Sam  Parker's,  or  who  shot  Warren  Tyler.  I  had 
gone  home.  I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee.  I  did  not  know  Henry  .Johnson.  I 
saw  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  a  man  I  snpposetl  to  be  Henry  Johnson  dead  in  a 
pine  thicket  across  tho  railroad.  I  don't  know  how  those  came  to  bo  in  that  pine 
thicket.  I  did  not  go  nearer  to  them  than  twenty  fceU  They  were  lying  on  their 
£ace6  dead.  I  first  found  out  they  were  dead  about  8  o'clock  on  Tuesday  morning,  after 
the  riot ;  did  not  see  the  parties  under  arrest  at  the  sheriff^'s  office:  know  nothing  of 
what  caused  the  death  of  these  parties;  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  the  Baptist 
church  or  Aaron  Moore's  house,  except  that  I  saw  the  light  between  12  and  1  o'clock  ; 
kuow  nothing  of  the  occurrences  about  the  court-house  and  the  sheriff's  office  on  the 
night  of  the  bth,  or  the  i)arties  engaged. 

Cross-examined : 

The  pine  thicket  mentioned  is  across  the  railroad  at  the  foot  of  Lee  avenue,  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  tho  court-house  j  was  at  the  fire  on  Saturday  night  and  saw 
Clopton  there.  At  that  time  he  was  talking  a  good  deal,  and  seemed  about  half  drunk. 
He  was  catting  up  considerably. 

MARSHALL  +  WEIR, 
mark. 
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Nelson  Hodges,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  merchant.  I  was  at  my  store  after  the  riot  at  the 
court-bouse,  and  in  about  ten  minutes  a  large  crowd  came  there,  and  as  I  was  frightanod 
and  did  not  know  what  was  the  matter,  I  closed  the  doors.  After  I  closed  the'dours, 
some  one  outside  told  me  to  open  the  doors.  I  opened  the  doors,  ^d  went  out^  after 
Mr.  White  told  me  they  would  not  hurt  me.  A  number  of  the  persons  said  Warrtu 
Tyler  was  in  there.  I  said,  "  Gentlemen,  you  can  go  in  and  see  ;  I  give  you  the  privilege 
of  searching."  There  seemed  to  be  about  twenty-five.  Some  had  guns.  The  curowd 
seemed  very  angry  and  excited.  They  searched  around,  and  the  next  thing  I  heard 
was  Khootiug  in  Sam  Parkei'^s  shop.  I  am  not  positive  how  many  shots  there  were. 
There  were  more  than  three  shots.  I  was  very  much  frightened  by  the  appearance  of 
the  crowd  and  the  disturbance  I  had  heard.  The  people  in  the  house  where  I  was 
were  very  much  frightened,  and  a  la<ly  up-stairs  was  crying  and  hallooing  that  they 
were  going  to  kill  her.  None  of  the  crowd  made  any  threats  asainst  me  or  assault  oo, 
me,  that  I  Know  of.  Some  in  the  crowd  said  that  we  were  good  boys :  not  to  hurt  us, 
and  they  left.    I  knew  Marion  White  and  Isaac  Lee.    I  did  not  know  Henry  Johnson 

Cross-examined  : 

Sam  Parker's  shop  is  adjoining  my  house.    I  did  not  know  who  was  in  there  when 

the  crowd  was  around.    The  lady  who  was  crying  upstairs  was  Hobson's  wife. 

his 
NELSON  -I-  HODGES, 
mark. 


Thomas  J.  Pelton,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

On  the  evening  of  the  disturbances  I  was  at  home.  Apparently  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  disturbance.  Men  were  passing  about  armed.  I  was  not  assaulted ;  saw  no 
guns  tired  and  no  assaults  committed  on  others.  I  saw  sti'ange  faces  in  the  city,  bm 
knew  none  of  the  name^  of  the  persons.  They  all  had  guns,  and  were  taking  more  in- 
terest in  affairs  than  is  usual  with  strangers.  I  do  not  know  that  there  were  more 
strangers  in  town  than  usual.  I  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  the  Baptist  church 
and  Aaron  Moore's  house.  On  Monday  evening,  after  the  disturbance  at  the  court- 
house, 1  was  sent  by  the  sheriff  to  get  some  arms  out  of  a  house,  and  was  met  by  a 
body  of  armed  men,  who  ordered  me  to  leave  the  city  before  sunrise  next  momfug*. 
Mr.  James  Gully  was  one  of  them.  I  was  sent  after  the  arms,  I  suppose,  to  get  them 
out  of  the  hands  of  the  negroes.  The  arms  were  at  a  house  just  this  side  of  the  colored 
Methodist  church.  The  house  was  owned  by  a  negro  named  Fairlee  ;  did  not  execute 
the  errand,  but  knowing  that  I  was  an  obnoxious  man,  went  home  to  keep  out  of  dan- 
ger ;  did  not  see  any  one  go  after  Warren  Tyler  j  know  nothing  of  the  three  negro  men 
who  were  found  in  the  pine  thicket. 

ft 

Cross-examined : 

It  was  about  a  half  or  three-quarters  of  an  hour  after  the  diflSculty  in  the  court- 
house that  I  went  on  the  errand  for  the  sheriff;  didn't  know  of  any  guns  being  at  Fsir- 
lec's  house;  do  not  know  of  any  ^ns  being  kept  iiny  where,  except  for  sale.  Storgis 
generally  kept  about  thirty  guns  in  his  store  for  sale. 

InWi-rogaiory :  Did  you  aud  Sturgis,  or  either  of  you,  not  admit  that  Sturgis  bad 
armed  the  negroes  on  the  night  of  the  fire  ;  was  this  admission  made,  near  Stargts's 
house,  in  the  presence  of  Hugh  Wilson,  John  Lewis,  John  Khne,  and  others  T 

Ansiver.  I  did  not,  and  neither  did  Sturgis  in  my  i)reseuce. 

I  had  reasons  to  believe  that  the  negroes  would  be  armed  on  the  Saturday  night  of 
the  fire.  I  believed  that  they  would  be  ariAfd,  because  the  report  wont  out  that  Biii 
Dennis  was  killed,  and  I  thought  that  would  cause  a  general  hght.  I  have  great  in- 
fluence with  the  negroes,  and  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  them.  Bill  Clopton  was 
looked  on  by  mo  as  the  leader  of  the  negroes.  On  the  night  of  the  fire,  I  heanl  him 
use  threats  against  the  whites,  but  did  not  hear  him  call  on  the  negroes  not  to  help  put 
out  the  lire.  He  said  to  the  colored  people,  "  The  damned  Alabamians  have  come  over 
here  to  burn  us  up,  and  it  had  as  well  begin  now  as  at  any  time.'*  If  there  was  any 
fh'ing  about  the  town  when  the  lire  commenced,  I  do  not  remember  it.  Firing  was  so 
general  all  over  town,  at  all  times,  that  I  did  not  notice  it.  There  was  always  a  great 
deal  of  firin*^  in  the  western,  northern  and  northeastern  parts  of  town,  in  neighbor 
hoods  principally  inhabited  by  negroes.  I  have  been  a  policeman  about  two  months^ 
and  have  attended  mayor's  court  regularly,  and_ know  of  no  arrests  made  for  shooting. 

"  *  '  of  the  6th  on  the  cor- 
lives.  I  hail  been  in 
was  given  on  Saturday 
night.  I  had  come  directly  from  home,  after  eatinj'  supper.  On  the  day  after  the  diffi- 
culty in  the  court-house,  I  was  in  town  concealed.    I  hid  myself   to  save  my  life. 
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» 

There  was  no  violence,  nor  no  one  bnrt,  that  I  know  of,  on  Tuesday,  the  day  I  was  hid. 
I  wa«  told  to  leave  before  snnrise.  and  parties  came  to  my  house  and  repeated  the  same 
things  and  that  was  the  reason  I  thought  my  life  was  in  danger.  I  think  Colonel  Horn 
Wfcve9  my  life  on  Monday.  No  one  hsS  threatened  my  life  on  that  day.  Alter  that  I 
passed  through  the  crowd  by  the  court-house,  and  was  not  molested. 

Reexamined : 

If  there  was  an  armed  guard  about  the  colored  church,  I  know  nothing  of  it.  I 
know  nothing  of  an  anued  guard  around  Moore's  church.  Sturges  had  only  one  gun 
not  for  sale,  a  Spencer  or  Henry  rifle,  which  he  kept  in  his  room.  I  know  nothing  of 
Sturges  arming  the  negroes  on  the  night  of  the  fire.  The  reason,  I  suppose,  Colonel 
Horn  saved  my  life  is,  the  people  were  very  much  excited,  and  he  requested  me  not  to 
go  iut4»  the  crowd,  but  to  step  into  some  one  of  the  stores,  which  I  did.  He  did  not  as- 
sign any  reason  for  warning  me.    I  stated  that  I  was  obnoxious  to  a  majority  here. 

Be-croes-examined :  ^ 

The  people  were  not  excited  about  me,  but  may  have  been  excited  about  Judge  Bram- 
letters  death. 

T.  J.  PELTON. 


Ben  Francb,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  barber.  I  was  present  in  the  court-room  about  the 
time  the  difficulty  conunenced  on  the  6th.  Do  not  know  who  fired  the  first  shot.  I 
saw  no  one  shoot ;  saw  no  pistols  drawn  nor  other  weapons.  I  heard  the  firstpistol  re- 
ports It  was  somewhere  about^  the  door  of  the  sheriff  ^s  office.  As  soon  as  it  was  safe, 
I  got  one  white  man  before  me  and  one  behind  me,  and  went  down.  I  got  between  them 
for  fear  of  being  shot.  I  went  straight  to  Johnson's  grocery,  near  tne  mayor's  ofllce, 
about  fifty  yards  from  Sam  Parker's  shop.  The  door  of  Johnson's  grocery  was  shut, 
and  I  couidu't  get  in,  the  boys  having  got  scared.  I  saw  men  running  in  the  direction 
of  the  court-house  with  guns.  Saw  none  going  toward  Parker's  shop,  and  heard  no 
firing  there.  Saw  no  men,  white  or  black,  with  guns  about  Parker's  shop.  Know  no- 
thing of  the  crowd  that  attacked  Parker's  house  and  shot  Warren  Tyler.  When  I 
reached  Johnson's  grocery  and  found  the  door  shut,  the  i>eople  were  much  excited  and 
the  neighborhood  in  a  state  of  terror.  I  left  Johnson's  and  went  around  on  Commerce 
street,  \*bere  I  met  Captain  Payne,  and  asked  him  to  go  home  with  me,  which  he  did. 
I  live  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  town.  I  remained  at  home  two  days,  and  know 
nothing  of  occurrences  of  that  night. 

Cross-examined : 

I  tlo  not  know  who  was  standing  where  the  first  shot  came  from.  Saw  Tyler  leave 
the  table  and  go  in  that  direction ;  saw  no  one  else  go  in  the  direction  of  the  door 
laeatiooed.  It  seemed  that  that  was  the  door  from  which  the  first  shot  was  fired ; 
dont  know  that  I  heard  more  than  one  shot  from  that  door,  but  heard  one ;  saw 
Judge  Bramlette  lying  on  the  floor' about  a  half  minute  after  the  shot  was  fired.  I  got 
mider  a  bench,  and  happened  to  look  in  that  direction  after  all  the  firing  hml  ceased, 
and  cannot  teU  whether  he  feU  at  the  first  shot  or  not.  No  white  men  attempted  to 
interfere  with  me.  Do  not  know  that  the  boys  were  scared,  but  they  afterward  told 
they  were,  on  account  of  the  firing  in  the  court-house.  I  judge  the  people  were  terrified 
and  excited,  because  men  with  guns  were  going  toward  the  court-house ;  saw  Mr. 
Thompson,  a  white  man,  who  told  me  I  need  nob  be  uneasy.  None  of  the  men  with 
guns  molested  me  in  any  way. 

Reexamined: 

Everybody  seemed  excited  and  terrified.  The  reason  I  asked  Mr.  Payne  to  go  home 
with  me  was,  that  I  was  scared.  I  saw  no  one  running  aboiit  to  get  out  of  the  way.  I 
went  into  a  Dutchman's  grocery,  and  he  told  me  I  had  better  get  out  of  there ;  that  I 
would  not  be  safe.    He  seemed  very  much  excited. 

Be-cro6S-examined : 

I  was  frightened  at  the  court-house,  and  did  not  get  over  it  until  the  whole  thing 
was  over. 

Reexamined : 

I  might  have  gotten  over  my  fright  much  sooner  if  I  had  not  seen  men  vrith  guns 
nmning  about. 

Lis 
BEN  -f  FRANCE. 

mark. 
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R.  J.  MosELEY,  being  duly  sworn,  doposed  as  follows : 

I  am  sheriff  of  this  (Lauderdale)  county.  I  was  not  present  in  the  court-room  at  the 
commencement  of  the  alleged  riot  on  the  6th  of  March.  I  was  at  the  mercantile  house  of 
Randall,  Brown  &  Co.  I  immediately  went  to  the  court-house  on  hearing  of  the  diffi- 
culty. I  did  not  come  immediately  in  the  court-room.  It  could  not  have  been 
over  two  minutes  after  the  alleged  riot,  as  I  came  hurriedly  from  Randall,  Brown  & 
Co's.  I  then  heard  that  Warren  Tyler  had  shot  Judge  Brandette  in  the  court-room 
and  njade  his  e8cai)e.  I  saw  a  large  crowd  gathering  on  the  corner  armed,  and  I 
summoned  everybody  there  to  arrest  Warren  Tyler.  I  then  heard  firing  in  the  direc- 
tion of  Sam  Parker's  shoe  shop,  after  which  the  crowd  returned  and  announced  that 
Tyler  was  killed.  The  citizens  then  tendered  their  services  to  me  to  aid  in 
keeping  the  i>eace,  and  I  deputized  Captain  Henderson,  Colonel  Lay  ton  Biese, 
E.  V.  Early,,  Robert  EColeman,  Hu^h  Wilson,  W.  A.  Payne,  Major  Randall,  and 
others,  and  ordered  that  all  parties,  white  or  black,  bo  disarmed,  who  wei-e 
not  deputized  by  me  or  acting  under  authority.  I  simply  summoned  every  man 
to  assist  in  the  arrest  of  Warren  Tyler.  At  the  time  I  made  the  deputation  to 
aiTest  Warren  Tyler,  there  was  already  a  large  crowd  in  the  direction  of  Parked s 
shop,  some  of  them  armed.  At  that  time  the  crowd  were  looking  in  different 
directions  for  Tyler.  It  was  impossible  for  me  to  recognize  any  one  in  the  crowds,  as 
i^  whole  town  seemed  to  be  out.  It  was  probably  three-quarters  of  a  hour  after  the 
Sdiculty  in  the  court-house  that  I  came  into  the  court-room  and  into  my  office.  I  saw 
Judge  Bramlette  lying  dead  in  the  court-room  and  Willitim  Dennis  and  Gus.  Ford  lying 
in  my  office.  Dennis  was  alive,  wounded,  and  Ford  in  a  dying  condition.  I  was  not 
in  my  office  at  the  time,  and  d\d  not  see  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  thrown  from 
the  verandah.  I  saw  him  on  the  ground,  but  did  not  know  how  he  came  there.  I  know 
no  person  who  was  engaged  in  throWing  him  from  my  office.  Isaac  Lee  was  carried 
into  my  office,  and  Marion  White  and  Henry  Johnson  in  the  clerk^s  office.  It  was  my 
understanding  that  they  were  put  there  for  protection.  I  instructed  Mr.  Aleck  Wilson 
to  see  that  no  violence  was  done  them,  and  ho  told  me  he  wouldhave  a  sufficient  crowd 
to  protect  them.  I  do  not  know  when  these  X)arties  were  taken  out.  I  was  at  home 
until  11  o'clock,  and  from  that  time  making  arrangements  to  protect  Sturges  and  get 
him  off.  At  the  time  I  left  the  court-house,  Lee,  Johnson,  and  White  were  there,  and 
with  them  Messrs.  Lilly,  Wilson,  Belk,  and  perhaps  twenty  others,  to  guard  them.  Jly 
intention  in  coming  up  was  to  see  that  they  had  sufficient  protection.  That  was  the 
last  time  I  saw  them  until  next  morning,  when  I  saw  them  dead,  on  a  dray,  across  the 
railroa<l,  after  the  inquest.  I  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  and  the 
church,  only  I  saw  the  lire  from  my  house. 

Cross-examined : 

I  do  not  know  that  an  inquest  was  held,  but  I  ordered  one.  At  the  time  I  made  the 
deputation  to  arrest  Tyler,  there  were  not  only  a  crowd  in  the  direction  of  Parker's 
shop,  but  in  every  direction  encircling  the  block.  There  had  been  no  violence  or  dis- 
turbance committed  before  I  issued  my  order  for  the  arrest  of  Warren  Tyler.  The  citi- 
zens showed  me  no  disrespect  as  an  officer,  but  yielded  obedience  at  once.  The  crowd 
I  found,  when  I  came  down  to  the  court-house,  were  standing  in  Sidney  street  and  on 
the  comers.  It  was  five  or  ten  minutes  after  J  issued  ray  order  before  I  heard  any  shots 
toward  Sam  Parker's  8h<n>.    They  had  to  go  about  two  hundred  yards.    I  thought  the 

fuard  I  left  with  Lee,  White,  and  Johnson,  was  sufficient  for  their  protection.  >\Tien 
returned  next  morning  and  found  them  gone,  I  found  marks  of  violence  on  my  office 
door  and  on  the  front  door  leading  into  the  court-room,  which  was  broken  open.  I 
don't  know  and  have  never  heard  how  nor  by  whom  they  were  taken  out.  On  the 
morning  of  the  difficulty  I  receivetl  two  not«s  from  Warren  Tyler,  one  of  a  threaten- 
ing character.  The  note^  were  substantially  as  follows,  to  the  best  of  my  recollectkm; 
they  are  lost  or  mislaid,  and  I  have  searched  for  them,  and  cannot  find  them  : 

Mr.  MoSELKY,  Shenff:  Mr.  .fames  Brantley  took  occasion  to  insult  me  in  the  street,  ami 
called  me  a  damned  lying  son-of-a-bitch,  without  any  i)rovocation  whatever.  SucL 
treatment  I  will  not  and  cannot  stand.  ^ 

Respectfully,  . 

WARREN  TYXER. 
Dated  March  6. 

That  I  received  while  the  mass  meeting  of  citizens  was  going  on,  beforo  the  trial 
at  which  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed.  I  have  not  seen  any  armed  bodies  of  negroes 
around  town,  but  have  heard  a  great  deal  of  shooting  at  night.  I  issued  an  onler 
after  the  tire  Saturday  night  for  the  arrest  of  William  Dennis,  alias  Cloptou,  and  for 
the  disarming  of  all  citizens  exce])t  those  under  my  ordei-s.  I  issued  the  order  for  tiw 
disarming  of  every  one  on  account  of  i*epresentatious  made  tome  by  Mr.  Joshua  SuiHh 
of  the  incendiary  character  of  the  negro  meeting  at  the  court-house,  ou  Satunhiy 
evening  previous  to  the  fire.  Wai*ren  Tyler  and  William  Dennis  on  S;iturdRy  morning 
naked  me  for  the  use  of  the  court-house  for  themselves  and  Aaron  Moore,  and  I  grautctl 
it,  on  the  condition  that  they  would  hold  an  orderly  meeting.    1  was  off  in  another  part 
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of  the  city  dnring  the  meeting,  when  Mr.  Smith  told  me  that  if  I  did  not  go  down  there 
\voald  be  bloodshed,  or  words  to  that  effect.  Tlie  citizens  have  always  been  obedient 
w  hen  I  have  attempted  to  exercise  any  authority  as  sheriff.  I  did  not  see  Mr.  James 
Brantley  doing  anything  wrong,  or  any  other  parties  on  the  day  of  the  difficulty. 

Reexamined : 

I  saw  no  armed  body  parading  the  streets  previous  to  the  difficulty.  Warren  Tyler 
told  me  he  wanted  the  hall  for  the  purpose  of  making  speeches  to  rec(mcile  the  colored 
people  against  any  removal,  and  other  difficulties.  Moore  said  he  wanted  to  make  a 
speech  because  Clopton  ha^  made  a  fool  of  himself,  and  ho  wished  to  allay  the  excite- 
ment. The  part  ot  Tyler's  speech  i  heard  referred  to  myself.  He  objected  to  my  re- 
moval because,  if  I  was  turned  out,  a  democrat  would  be  appointed  who  would  have 
the  support  of  the  white  i)eople,  and  would  be  able  to  keep  down  excitement  when  the 
radicals  could  not,  and  this  would  give  the  democrats  an  advantage.  A  colored  man 
told  me  on  Sunday  night,  after  I  had  issued  my  orders,  that  he  was  arrested  and  a  cap 
or  two  bursted  in  his  face.    The  said  man  was  found  on  the  street  armed. 

The  last  note  I  received  from  Warren  Tyler  was  not  of  a  threatening  nature.  It 
was  only  to  urge  me  to  have  the  court  convened,  as  he  wanted  to  got  through  and  go 
about  his  school. 

R.  J.  MOSEEEY. 


Dred  Finley,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  know  very  little  of  what  occurred  on  Saturday,  but  I  saw  Aleck  Joseph,  and  under- 
f»tood  that  there  was  going  to  be  some  demonstrations — a  squad  of  colored  people  going 
to  march  and  beat  the  drum,  and  I  advised  him  not  to  do  it.    This  was  on  Saturday, 
on  the  evening  of  which  the  fire  occurred.     I  heard  the  drum  beating  that  evening. 
Aleck  Joseph  was  a  policeman.    I  heard  that  night,  about  dark,  that  they  had  been 
making  speeches  at  the  court-houst^    About  an  hour  afterward  I  heard  an  alarm  of 
fire,  and  that  it  was  Mr.  Sturges's  house.    I  remarked  that  some  one  had  done  that 
to  creato  an  excitement.   Mr.  Wilson  and  Mr.  Goods  came  to  my  shop  on  Sunday,  about 
10  o'clock,  and  said  that  a  meeting  would  be  held  on  Monday,  and  certain  parties  had 
to  leave  here,  such  fellows  as  Warren  Tyler  and  Billy  Clopton.    I  went  home  and  told 
Warren  Tyler  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  meeting  on  Monday,  and  that  ho  would  bo 
Dotified  to  leave ;  that  they  had  Old  Bill,  and  he  would  never  get  away ;  and  advised 
him  to  leave,  as  there  was  too  much  prejudice  against  him.    He  replied  that  he  hadn't 
infringed  the  law,  and  if  he  couldn't  live  here  he  could  die  here.    Warren  went  down 
town,  and  when  he  came  back  said  ho  had  got  the  programme,  viz :  that  ho,  Clopton, 
Pclton^  and  Sturges  had  to  leave.    He  said  the  sheriff  told  him  to  stand  square,  and  to 
send  huoi  ten  or  twelve  responsible  colored  men  to  stand  guard  over  Billy  Cloi)ton,  as  they 
had  only  some  half-grown  boys  in  charge,  and  that  any  body  could  take  him  away  from 
tbem.    He  went  and  got  the  men.    I  do  not  know  who  they  were.    It  was  reported 
the  second  time,  about  a  half  hour  afterward,  that  an  armed  body  of  men  were  pass- 
ing my  bouse,  when  Warren  seized  a  gun  and  started  for  the  door.    I  told  him  not  to 
go  out ;  that  they  might  be  under  orders  hunting  for  some  on«^.   I  supposed  the  passiug  of 
-the  jneu,  and  his  not  knowing  what  they  were  after,  caused  his  excitement.    After  the 
excitement  began  on  Monday,  I  went  into  my  shop  and  comipenced  closing  up.    I  saw 
a  good  many  armed  and  others  getting  arms.    There  was  no  assault  made  on  me,  ex- 
cept that  Colonel  Horn  came  up  Ijo  me  and  took  me  by  the  collar,  apparently  drawing 
his  gun.    1  told  him  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  the  aftair,  and  his  son  Jere,  who 
had  a^nn,  and  was  standing  behind  him,  said,  **Let's  go  on,"  and  they  passed  on.  I  wept 
back  into  my  shop  and  staid  until  I  heard  firing  in  the  direction  of  Parker's  shoe- 
shop.    As  the  crowd  was  returning  from  that  direction,  I  heard  some  one  ask,  "  Have 
you  killed  him  f  and  a  person,  whom  I  took  to  be  Mr.  Belk,  replied,  *'  We  have  killed 
him  as  dead  as  hell."    I  then  heard  a  hurrah  on  the  balcony  of  the  shenlFs  office;  saw 
men  there,  Mr.  James  Sanford  being  the  only  man  I  recognized  who  was  standing 
with  his  gun  pointing  downward  ;  did  not  know  what  he  was  aiming  at.     Afterward 
I  came  up  and  saw  Bill  Clopton  lying  on  the  sidewalk.    I  also  saw  Istmo  Lee  standing 
by  wounded,  apparently  in  the  arm  and  thigh.    Several  persons  wanted  to  kill  him, 
xvhen  General  Pattoy  said,  **Let  me  have  him,  I  will  take  care  of  him,"  and  took  him 
off.    As  I  went  home  I  met  a  number  of  armed  white  men,  but  they  did  not  interfere 
with  me  that  nii^ht. 

Cross-examined : 

Ko  one  before,  during,  or  since  the  excitement  offered  to  do  me  any  violence,  except 
oil  the  occasion  mentioned.  I  have  been  uniformly  treated  kindly  here.  I  saw  no  one 
oUer  to  do  violence  to  any  of  the  colored  people  on  the  street*.  *  I  saw  a  few  colored 
people  standing  on  the  street*.  I  saw  white  men,  armed,  pass  by  them  without  mol(y»t- 
ifig  them.  I  was  present  at  the  meeting  of  the  white  people  on  Monday  morning.  No 
one  was  ordered  away  at  the  meeting.    I  am  Warren  Tyler's  step-father.   1  went  home 


136         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES 

to  dinner  Monday  and  told  mv  wife,  wbo  was  bis  mother,  that  he  would  be  killed  that 
eveniuf^.  She  asked  me  to  tell  him  to  coiue  homej  that  she  had  his  things  fixed  up  for 
him  to  leave,  and  wanted  him  to  leave  immediately.  I  told  her  that  I  ha<l  said  all  I 
was  going  to  say  to  him.  I  have  often  asked  him,  and  his  mother  has  done  so  repeat- 
edly, to  desist  from  the  course  ho  was  pursuing,  or  it  would  result  in  his  death.  I  have 
heard  no  one  threaten  his  life.  When  I  saw  San  ford  stooping  over  the  balcony  with 
his  gun,  I  was  standing  on  Murdoch's  corner,  about  a  hundred  feet  distant.  About  as 
many  men  were  standing  on  the  balcony  as  ccmld  stand  on  it.  Ck)pton  was  lying  on 
the  upper  *iido,  opposite  from  where  I  was.  When  I  saw  Sanford  he  Wiis  next  to  me, 
and  1  saw  from  his  hips  up.  His  side  was  toward  jne.  I  did  not  recognize  any  others 
on  the  balcony.  Mr.  Belk,  when  he  returned  from  Parker's  shop,  was  on  foot.  I  live 
about  two  hundred  yards  from  the  church  that  was  burned  down,  and  about  eighty 
yards  from  the  one  now  standing.  I  have  never  seen  men  armed  standing  around  the 
colored  church,  because  1  never  went  to  church  at  night.  Have  heard  of  them,  and 
the  reason  given  was,  that  they  were  afraid  of  being  lired  into.  I  liave  hoard  off  and 
on  of  their  having  pickets  around  the  church,  during  preaching,  for  three  months  past 
These  churches  have  never  been  fired  into  that  I  know  of.  I  have  never  heanl  any  one 
threaten  to  do  so.  Aaron  Moore  generally  preached  in  the  Methodist  church.  He  was 
the  pastor  in  charge.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  ordered  pickets  to  stand  guard,  or 
whether  thev  volunteered.  I  heard  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  that  neighl>orhood  daring 
the  Saturday  night  of  the  fire,  and  other  nights,  too.  It  mortified  me  as  much  as  any 
body  else.  I  think  there  was  more  firing  tliat  night  than  usual.  I  heard  the  bell  of 
the  colored  church  ring  the  night  of  the  fire,  alter  the  fire ;  did  not  know  what  it 
meant.  On  Monday  morning  Warren  Tyler,  so  I  hear<l,  told  the  school  children  that 
he  was  giving  them  the  last  lesson  he  ever  expected  to  give  them  ;  that  he  expected  to 
be  killed;  that  he  was  not  going  to  leave  unless  law  could  be  shown  for  it.  I  heard 
him  say  that  there  were  speeches  made  on  Saturday  evening;  that  the  meeting 
was  peaceable ;  that  the  object  of  the  meeting  was  to  keep  the  Alabama  Ku-Klux  from 
coming  here,  and  that  some  white  people  were  present  who  seemed  satisfied  with  what 
was  done.  Warren  Tyler  went  to  the  fire  that  night,  and  carried  a  pistol  with  hina  ;  he 
always  carried  a  j)istol. 

Reexamined : 

At  the  meeting  of  the  white  people,  on  Monday,  the  general  tenor  of  Mr.  John  W. 
Smith's  speech  was  rather  infiammatory.  He  seemed  to  be  of  the  opinion  that  there 
were  some  people  of  whom  the  community  were  tired,  and  that  if  the  people  resolved 
that  they  should  leave,  they  would  have  to  go.  He  was  making  a  speech  at  the  time. 
Though  ho  didn't  call  any  names,  any  one  could  tell  who  he  was  talking  about.  Mr. 
Shearer  said  the'  people  were  tired  of  Mr.  Sturges.  When  I  told  Warren  that  if  he  did 
not  desist  from  his  course  he  would  be  killed,  !•  alluded  to  his  being  fast  and  headstrong 
in  the  expression  of  his  opinion.  The  firing  at  night  has  been  general  for  years,  and 
it  is  almost  impossible  to  detect  the  guilty  parties.  I  have  been  a  policeman,  and  know 
how  it  is.  The  persons  on  the  balcony  did  not  seem  to  be  excited,  but  wei*e  merry  and 
laughing. 

DRED  FINLEY. 


W.  S.  Patten  was  present  when  an  inquest  was  held  on  the  bodies  of  White,  Lee, 
and  Johnson,  by  Justice  Cole.  No  witnesses  were  examined  on  the  inc^uest  and  ex- 
amination. There  wer^  sixty  jurors  present,  and  other  persons,  white  and  black. 
Lee's  and  Johnson's  wives  were  present.  Mr.  Prowitt  and  J.  C.  Dobbs  and  Adan» 
were  on  the  jury.  I  think  Belk  was  there  also,  and  John  Draughn.  The  conclusion 
of  the  jury  was  that  White  came  to  his  death  by  gun-shot  wounds  in  the  breast ;  Lee 
by  wounds  in  the  head ;  Johnson  same.  The  bodies  were  lying  on  their  faces,  uot 
mutilated.  Saw  wounds  on  the  breast  of  Marion^  supposed  from  buck-shot,  and  in 
the  heads  of  the  other  two  with  single  balls. 

Cross-examined :  « 

I  saw  Aleck  Joseph,  and  had  a  conversation  with  him  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  heard 
the  drum  beating  dowu  near  his  house.  I  expected  they  wei-e  going  to  have  a  muster^ 
My  object  in  going  to  him  was  to  induce  him  not  to  march  his  troops  through  tlie 
streets.  He  promised  not  to  do  so.  He  failed  to  comply  with  his  promise,  and  marched 
his  company  through  the  principal  streets,  himself  and  Billy  Cloptou  at  their  head. 
He  was  a  ])oliceman  under  iny  orders.  I  was  present  a  part  of  the  time  at  the  meeting 
of  tlie  blacks  on  Saturday  evening,  and  had  inquiretl  itJi  cause.  I  was  told  it  was  a 
meeting  of  the  negroes,  and  "you  rebs"  ha<l  l)etter  keep  away  from  there.  When  I 
ciime  up  int-o  the  court-house  Billy  Clopton  was  speaking.  His  Ri>eech  was  calculatetl 
to  produce  on  the  minds  of  his  hearers  that  they  must  stand  up  to  e;ich  other,  and  ii 
officers  failed  to  carry  out  the  laws,  they  must  be  carried  out,  and  that  he  wa»  not 
satisfied  with  the  result  of  his  visit  to  Jackson.    I  heard  Warren  Tyler's  speech.    His 
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speech  I  thought  very  inflammatory,  tmd  calculated  to  produce  discontent.  Ho  said, 
"  Wo  Loyal  Loagners  mnst  stand  together,"  and  illustrated  what  they  must  do  by 
telling  what  the  Indians  did.  "When  one  of  their  number  was  killed  in  town  they 
came  and  took  revenge,  whether  they  got  the  right  man  or  not."  lie  then  called  for  a 
show  of  hands  as  to  whether  or  not  "they  would  stand  to  each  other.  The  crowd,  or 
nearly  all  of  them,  expressed  their  assent  bv  raising  their  hands.  When  he  took  the 
stand  he  reached  around,  unbuckled  his  belt,  and  laid  a  pistol  on  the  staud  by  him. 
Considerable  applause  greeted  his  appearance.  I  heard  Aaron  Mooro  speak  atlter  Tyler. 
A  portion  of  his  speech  was  very  conciliatory.  A  part  of  his  speech  was  inflamma- 
tory.  He  said  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  had  been  destroyed,  and  perhaps  before  many 
days  this  town  would  be  laid  in  dust  and  ashes.  The  close  of  his  speech  was  calculated 
to  produce  bad  feeling  and  mischief.  I  was  at  the  fire  that  night,  and  saw  Billy  Clop- 
ton.  When  I  called  on  some  negro  men  to  help  pull  down  a  house  to  arrest  the  flames, 
and  they  were  willing  to  do  it,  Clopton  came  up  and  told  them  not  to  do  it.  I  told 
him  it  was  my  order,  and  he  replied  ho  was  as  good  as  I  was,  and  would  obey  none  of 

X orders.  I  went  toward  him  and  he  left.  I  saw  him  rearing  about  fifteen  minutes 
rward,  in  a  crowd  of  thirty  or  forty  negroes  near  the  Jones  House.  Pelton  was  there 
and  probably  had  him  under  arrest.  I  told  him  if  he  would  go  home  and  stay  there,  I 
would  not  arrest  him.  He  promised  to  do  so.  The  next  I  saw  of  him  he  had  been 
knocked  down,  and  was  lying  in  front  of  the  burnt  buildings  about  fifteen  minutes 
afterward,  in  a  diflerent  direction  from  his  home.  I  did  not  see  Warren  Tyler  at  the 
fire.  During  the  difficulty  at  the  court-house  on  Monday  I  was  present,  and  my 
attention  was  called  to  Tyler  as  he  went  toward  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff"^ 
olBce.  When  he  stated  to  Brantley  that  he  wanted  to  introduce  witnesses  to  imjjeach 
his  testimony,  his  manner  was  very  sarcastic,  defiant,  and  insulting,  as  I  thought.  The 
diagram  attached  was  made  by  myself,  and  is  correct. 

W^I.  S.  PATTEN. 


L.  D.  Belk,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows: 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  deputy  sheriff  of  Lapderdale  County.  I  was  not  in 
the  court^room  when  the  difficulty  commenced.  I  was  in  the  sheriff's  office  when  the 
firing  begun.  I  saw  only  one  person  armed  at  the  time  of  the  difficulty — Werren  Tyler. 
I  saw- no  violence  offered  any  one  in  the  court-room,  or  going  out  ol  the  court-room. 
I  was  present  on  the  streets  all  the  time  snbseque|^  to  the  difficulty.  Did  not  see 
Warren  Tyler  shot.  Was  near  the  house,  in  the  back  room  of  which  he  was  killed,  but 
cannot  identify  any  one  who  shot  him.  Judge  Whittaker  was  with  me  most  or  the 
time.  I  do  not  remember  who  else  were  outside.  I  cannot  tell  who  came  out  of  the 
house  aft-er  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  myself  went  in  after  he  was  killed ;  saw  him  dead, 
and  came  out  and  locked  the  door,  and  told  the  crowd  to  fall  into  line  and  come  to  the 
■court-house,  which  they  did.  There  were  forty  or  fifty  shots  fired  in  Parker's  house — 
a  great  many.  I  think  I  heard  some  one  6£^%  **  Kill  him ;"  may  have  heard  it  said  two  or 
throe  times.  I  also  heard  men  cry  out,  "Arrest  him  ;  don't  kill  him."  The  crowd,  or  a 
great  many  of  them,  seemed  angry  and  excited.  Cannot  say  which  was  the  prevailing 
cry  ;  think  it  was  about  a  stand-off.  I  saw  no  acts  of  violence  done  by  the  crowd  to 
any  one  in  the  streets.  The  guard  put  over  Marion  White  and  Henry  Johnson,  as  spe- 
cial deputy,  was  Mr.  Aleck  Wilson,  with  instructions  to  get  a  sufficient  guard,  bo 
'not  know  who  he  summoned.  Lee  was  afterward  put  under  his  charge.  I  have  no 
idea  how  they  got  out  of  the  house.  I  had  been  requested  by  men  who  knew  I  was 
•worn  out,  from  being  out  two  nights  previous,  at  the  tire  and  with  Clopton,  to  go  home 
and  take  some  rest.  I  was  not  at  the  fire  of  Moore's  house  or  the  church.  Do  not 
lire  near  them.  Saw  no  bands  of  armed  men  ^oing  in  that  direction  Monday  night. 
I  know  of  no  violence  done  to  any  one  that  night.  Know  nothing  of  the  killing  of 
Henry  Johnson,  Marion  White,  aild  Isaac  Lee. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  sitting  at  the  desk  in  the  sherifTs  office  when  the  difficulty  commenced,  and 
saw  Warrtm  Tyler  standing  in  the  door  leading  to  the  court-room,  with  his  face  t*?- 
ward  where  Judge  Bramlette  was  sitting,  and  his  arm  extended  in  that  direction.  The 
firing  was  going  on  at  that  time.  I  saw  Tyler  as  he  passed  through  the  sherifl's  office, 
and  took  hold  of  him.  I  attempted  to  detain  him;  as  I  came  up  to  the  door  of  the 
sheriff's  office,  ho  passed  in  and  backed  up  into  a  comer.  I  took  hold  of  him,  and  he 
wrong  loose  from  me,  and  went  out  on  the  veranda  and  jumped  out  into  the  street.  I 
then  started  back  to  the  court-room,  and  as  I  got  to  the  door  of  the  sherift's  office,  I 
met  Gus.  Ford  falling  toward  the  door,  with  his  hands  up.  I  went  immediately  in  pur- 
suit of  Tyler,  and  called  on  every  one  I  saw  to  assist  in  his  arrest.  I  so  oAlered  and 
considered  that  the  crowd  on  the  corner  by  Parker's  shop  were  acting  under  my  author^ 
ity.  I  remember  meeting  several,  and  informing  them  that  Judge  Brauiletto  was 
killed,  and  Tyler  had  broke  custotly.    I  saw  Mr.  Moseley  ono  time,  I  think,  on  the 
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street,  just  before  Tyler  was  killed.  I  called  on  citizens  to  get  arms  and  assist  in  the 
arrest.  From  the  state  of  feeling  previous  to  the  difficulty,  I  deemed  it  necessarj', 
when  it  begun,  that  citizens  should  arm  themselves.  During  the  excitement,  I  gave 
further  orders  to  the  citizens  in  reference  to  keeping  the  peace  and  patroliugthe  towB. 
The  citizens  were  all  obedient  to  my  orders  as  they  could  have  been.  I  diu4iot  state, 
in  answer  to  any  one,  that  Warren  Tyler  was  killed  as  dead  as  hell,  nor  use  any  such 
language.  I  was  asked  if  he  was  dead,  and  I  replied,  "  If  you  were  to  see  him,  you 
would  think  so."  I  did  not  state  to  Tyler  on  Sunday  that  the  ^ard  over  Bill  Clopton 
were  nothing  but  half-grown  boys,  and  anybody  could  take  him  away  fix>m  them.  I 
did  not  tell  him  on  that  day  that  I  wanted  the  colored  people  to  stand  square,  and  that 
I  wanted  him  to  send  me  a  guard  of  ten  or  twelve  responsible  colored  men  ;  did  not 
speak  to  him  at  all  that  day.  I  had,  as  I  considered,  a  sufficient  and  responsible  guard 
over  Billy  Clopton  from  Saturday  night  up  to  the  difficulty  on  Monday.  I  had  uo  dif- 
Hculty  in  detaining  or  protecting  him  during  that  time.  The  exclamations  mad4>  in 
the  pursuit  of  Tyler  I  understood  to  arise  from  the  excitement  caused  by  the  killing  of 
Judge  Bramletto,  the  escape  of  the  prisoner,  and  considered  them  the  involuntary  ex- 
clamations of  an  excited  crowd.  The  people  were  entirely  obedient  immediately  be- 
fore and  after  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  saw  no  violence  or  attempt  at  violence  ou  any 
person  on  the  streets,  after  the  killing  of  Tyler.  I  saw  a  gooil  man^  colored  men  mix- 
ing promiscuonsly  through  the  crowd  ou  the  streets  during  the  excitement,  and  theio 
were  no  oifers  of  violence  to  any  of  them.  I  remember  that  Judge  Whittakor  came  to 
me,  and  asked  me  how  many  citizens  I  wanted,  and  assured  me  tl^at  they  would  obey  my 
orders.  I  think  he  was  acting  in  behalf  of  the  citizens,  and  by  their  request.  This  ww 
near,  and  rather  in  the  rear  or  Parker^s  shop.    He  was  not  armed  that  I  saw. 

Reexamined : 

I  do  not  know  whether  Tyler  fired  or  not  while  he  was  standing  iw  the  door.  Tyler 
got  from  the  veranda  down  to  the  ground.  The  veranda  is  fifteen  or  eighteen  feet 
from  the  pavement.  I  did  not  have  tne  prisoners  in  custody  who  were  on  trial  Mondi^r. 
I  announced  from  the  veranda,  as  soon  as  he  ^ot  loose  from  me,  that  the  x>n»oner  had 
broke  custody.  I  did  not  see  the  sheriff  for  some  time  after  I  went  down  stairs.  I 
myself  told  the  citizens  to  arm  and  go  after  the  prisoner.  The  guard  over  Cloptou 
Saturday  and  Sunday  nights  was  not  composed  entirely  of  young  men.  The  guard 
was  at  no  time  composed  almost  entirely  ofyoung  men.  I  saw  Clopton's  body  after  ho  had 
been  brought  up  from  the  street.  He  was  then  breathing.  I  saw  Clopton  about  the 
time  he  struck  the  sidewalk.  I  was  standing  on  Johnson  street.  I  saw  none  of  the 
men  who  were  standing  on  the  #eranda  at  the  time.  I  saw  no  further  violence.  The 
reason  I  supposed  Clopton^s  body  came  from  the  veranda  was,  I  knew  he  had  been  put 
in  the  shenft's  office  before  that.  I  was  standing  about  forty  feet  from  the  pavement 
under  the  veranda.  What  attracted  my  attention  to  the  spot  was,  I  heard  the  body 
strike  the  pavement  very  hard. 

L.  D.  BELK. 


D.  C.  Smith,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  was  Theodore  Sturges's  clerk,  employed  by  him  at  his  store,  and  recognized  him  aa 
my  employer.    Mr.  Wm.  Sturges  was  not  his  partner,  that  I  know  o£ 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  at  Sturges's  store  on  Saturday,  previous  to  the  fire,  and  most  of  the  day.  There 
wiu)  a  fire  in  the  store  that  morning ;  none  that  evening  that  I  know  of.  It  was  below 
stairs,  in  the  rear  of  the  building.  The  stove-pipe  went  into  a  brick  flue  in  the  upper 
story.  There  was  no  fire-place  or  exit  for  fire  from  the  pipe  up-stairs,  twenty  feet 
Irom  the  front  of  the  store.  I  left  the  store  that  evening  at  the  usual  time  of  shutting 
uyt — about  dark.  When  1  left  the  store  there  wei-e  three  parties  at  the  store — Edward 
Sturges,  Theo.  Sturges,  and  Mr.  William  Hurlbutt.  I  think  William  Sturges  was  there 
that  evening.  Do  not  know  when  he  left.  The  alarm  of  lire  was  heard  by  me  after  I 
had  gone  home  and  eaten  supper.  I  think  it  waa  between  a  half  hour  and  an  honr 
alter  I  had  left  the  store.  The  only  disorderly  conduct  that  I  heard  that  night  was 
■Clopton  makuig  a  noise  in  the  rear  of  where  Mr.  Sturgis's  goods  had  been  placed.  I 
called  him  to  leave  ;  that  we  did  not  want  his  noise  there.  I  do  not  remember  any- 
thing he  said.  I  heard  two  or  three  guns,  I  thought,  in  the  direction  of  the  Jodch 
House.  • 

Reexamined : 

I  supposed  there  was  between  ten  and  twelve  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  goods  in 
Sturges's  holise  when  the  fire  occurred.  Saw  none  removed  before  the  alarm  of  fire. 
Some  goods  were  brought  in  that  evening,  purchased  from  various  parties. 

D.  C.  SMITH. 


MISSISSIPPI.  139 

Dr.  Bedwood  re-introduced : 

When  I  turned  my  back,  and  went  oat  of  the  room  where  Billy  Clopton  was,  there 
were  no  shots  fired,  and  I  heard  none  after  I  left  the  room. 

Cross-examined : 

I  made  no  examination  of  the  wounds  of  Jud^e  Bramlette,  other  than  a  mere  casual 
one.  and  not  entitled  to  any  weight  as  a  professional  examination. 

GEO.  E.  REDWOOD,  M.  D. 


T.  A.  Lilt,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  school-teacher.  I  was  present  on  the  6th  of  March, 
when  the  difficulty  occurred  in  the  court-room.  I  was  ^ard  a  few  minutes,  or  sup- 
posed I  was,  over  Henry  Johnson,  Marion  White,  and  Isaac  Lee.  I  belonged  to  a 
squad,  commanded  by  Major  Randall,  who  was  acting  as  special  deputy  of  the  sheriff, 
and  was  ordered  to  meet  at  the  court-house  at  7  o'clock  in  the  evening.  I  staid  there 
probably  fifteen  minutes,  and  left.  I  merely  staid  to  relieve  Mr.  A.  R.  Wilson,  who 
Sflid  he  wanted  more  men  to  guard  the  prisoners.  I  saw  four  men  yarding  only  two 
priBoners,  and  I  went  down  to  where  Major  Randall  was  forming  his  squad.  I  do  not 
know  the  four  men  who  were  guarding  the  prisoners.  I  don't  think  I  could  identify 
them  now.  I  think  they  were  men  who  have  been  about  town  for  the  last  two  or 
three  months.  Do  not  think  they  were  strangers.  I  should  say  that  it  was  about 
half  after  7  o'clock  when  I  saw  the  four  men  guarding  the  prisoners  alluded  to. 
After  the  difficulty  in  the  court-room,  I  immediately  started  home  after  my  gun,  and 
came  back  to  the  court-house  with  it.  I  started  up  Sydney  street  and  wc^ut  into 
ft  workshop,  a  short  distance  from  the  court-house,  to  look  for  Tyler ;  while  there,  I 
beard  some  one  halloo,  "  There  he  goes,"  and  immediately  afterward  I  heard  firing  on 
Rhodes  street.  As  I  came  out,  I  met  a  crowd  returning  from  Rhodes  street,  and  some 
said  he  had  been  killed,  but  don't  know  who  made  the  remark.  I  saw  Mr.  Belk 
and  Judge  Whittaker  there,  and  nearly  all  the  men  about  town  seemed  to  be  there.  I 
think  I  heard  about  thirty  or  forty  guns  fired  around  Parker's  shop.  I  know  nothing 
of  the  burning  of  Moore's  house  and  the  colored  Baptist  church.  I  know  nothing  of 
the  killing  of  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson. 

Cross-examined  : 

I  have  been  absent  from  the  city,  teaching  at  Lockhart,  since  Christmas,  and  for  the 
last  eighteen  months  have  been  from  the  town,  more  or  less.  When  I  was  requested 
by  Mr.  Wilson  to  guard  the  prisoners,  I  thought  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  detaining 
tbem.  I  thought  &ur  men  were  sufficient,  was  the  reason  I  left  and  went  to  my  own 
command.  The  reason  I  went  after,  and  got  my  gun,  was  that  from  the  conduct  of  the 
negroes  from  some  days  previous,  and  durinc  the  difficulty  at  the  court-house,  I 
thought  it  was  necessary  to  arm  myself  in  self-deiense.  From  the  conduct  of  the  negroes 
at  the  fire  I  expected  a  general  attack  on  the  whites,  and  suspended  my  school  for  two 
days  on  that  account.  The  persons  I  saw  after  the  firing,  and  after  I  heard  that  Tyler  was 
dead,  seemed  to  l)e  acting  under  Mr.  Belk,  and  falling  into  line  and  going  to  the  court- 
house. They  yielded  implicitly  and  promptly  to  his  orders,  so  far  as  I  heard.  Judge 
Whittaker  and  Major  Randall  were  acting  in  the  interest  of  peace,  and  were  trying  to 
get  the  crowd  to  the  court-house,  and  succeeded, in  connection  with  Mr.  Belk.  I  saw 
a  number  of  negroes  on  the  street,  and  saw  no  violence  offered  to  them,  nor  to  any  one. 
This  pursuit  occurred  immediately  upon  the  killing  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  the  es- 
cape of  Tyler.  I  was  in  town  on  Saturday  of  the  fire.  I  wont  to  the  fire.  I  was 
watching  some  goods  for  Hurlbutt,  and  saw  Bill  Clopton  with  a  colore<l  boy  about  six- 
teen years  of  ago,  who  had  a  merchant's  letter  book,  copying  brush,  &c.  Heard  him 
tell  the  boy  to  carry  the  book  home,  and  bring  him  his  shot-gun.  Immediately  after 
that,  I  heard  Clopton  remark,  "God  damn  it,  they  have  burnt  out  Sturges,  and  they 
have  burnt  out  themselves. "  A  few  minutes  after wanl,  he  met  Aleck  Joseph,  and 
after  leaving  him,  started  towards  the  southern  depot,  and  remarked,  "God  damn  the 
white  people  ;  God  damn  all  of  them  ;  if  they  want  war,  lot  them  have  it. "  It  was 
generally  understood  that  three  young  white  men  had  been  shot  at,  one  of  them  in 
going  to,  and  the  othei*s  in  coming  from  the  fire.  I  was  aware  that  there  was  a  general 
apprehension  for  several  months  past  in  the  community,  among  the  whites,  of  a  difficulty 
with  the  negroes,  and  this  apprehension  grew  out  of  the  continuous  firing  at  night,  in 
neighborhoods  principally  settled  up  by  negroes.  The  prisoners  I  saAv  in  the  court-house 
were  in  the  circuit  clerk's  office.    I  did  not  go  into  any  other  of  the  rooms. 

THOS.  A.  LILLY. 


Ann  Andrews,  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

1  knew  Isaac  Lee.    I  saw  him  on  Monday  evening  of  the  6th  of  March.    Saw  a 
white  man  shoot  at  him  that  evening,  a  little  this  side  of  his  house.    Do  not  know  the 
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man  who  shot  at  him.  There  was  a  man  riding  with  him.  Know  neither  of  them ; 
have  not  seen  him  since,  and  do  not  know  whether  Lee  was  hit  or  not.  I  am  a  sttan- 
ger  in  town. 

Cross-examined.     Question  hy  the  Court : 

Isaac  Lee  lives  this  side  the  colored  Methodist  church.  Tho  man  was  on  foot  who 
shot  at  him.  The  man  who  fired  tho  ffun  was  about  forty  yards  off  from  him.  Jjee 
had  gotten  about  fifty  yai'ds  from  his  house  in  tho  direction  of  town.  The  man  who 
shot  called  on  Lee  to  stop  once,  but  he  Icept  on  running.  I  was  nearly  scared  to  death. 
Do  not  know  whether  Le«  had  any  arms  on  him  or  not.  The  man  who  shot  was  to- 
ward Isaac's  house,  and  Isaac  was  toward  town.  Isaac  Lee  was  about  a  hundred  yards 
from  me  when  the  man  shot  at  him.  The  man  did  not  interfere  with  me  or  the  familt* 
Have  been  here  about  a  year.  Live  in  about  two  squares  from  tho  colored  church,  fn 
the  house  with  Isaac  Lee.    Do  not  know  of  pickets  being  stationed  around  the  church. 

her 
ANN  -I-  ANDREW& 
mark. 


Harriet  Barbour,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows  : 

I  live  in  this  place.  Have  lived  here  ever  since  the  cars  commenced  running  here. 
Know  Isaac  Lee;  I  lived  near  him.  Saw  him  on  the  evening  of  the  6th  of  March,  and 
saw  a  man,  who  I  do  not  know,  shoot  at  him  near  my  house.  He  was  struck  in  the  ftrm. 
Would  not  know  tho  man  who  shot  him  were^I  to  see  him  ;  I  was  so  firightened  I  didn't 
notice  him.  Saw  the  burning  of  Mr.  Moore's  house ;  saw  no  one  there,  but  saw  men 
standing  on  the  hill  near  Colonel  Shannon's  house,  about  fifty  yards  fix>m  the  hom- 
ing house. 

Cross-examined : 

I  have  lived  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  colored  Methodist  church  for  about  three 
years.  There  has  been  right  smart  shooting  around  there  for  the  last  three  months. 
There  was  some  shooting  up  there  on  Saturtlay  night  when  the  fire  commenced.  The 
Methodist  church  bell  was  rung  Saturday  tjight  after  tho  fire.  The  bell  was  nmg  to 
send  men  down  to  guard  Billy  Clopton;  and  there  were  white  men  between  Rush's 
stable  and  the  guard-house.  Do  not  know  that  any  men  went  to  tho  church  when  the 
bell  rung.  I  heard  a  black  man  say  he  wanted  men  to  go  down  to  guard  Clopton.  Do 
not  know  who  he  was.  I  reckon  tho  ringin<y  of  the  bell  was  a  signal ;  that  was  what  it 
wa.s  rung  for  that  night.  I  do  not  attend  tlie  Methodist  church  ;  I  attend  the  Baptist 
church.  They  had  guanls  out  around  the  Methodist  church  Sunday  night.  After  the 
killing  of  Warren  Tyler,  two  white  men,  ono  on  horseback  and  one  on  foot,  went  into 
Isaac  Lee's  house,  and  Isaac  ran  out  and  jumped  over  the  pickets.  Saw  no  arras  on 
him.  The  men  ordered  him  to  halt.  He  continued  to  run,  ana  they  fired  on  him.  They 
offere<l  me  no  violence.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  tho  night  of  the  fire.  He  came  up  home, 
and  went  to  bed  while  the  firo  was  burning.  Saw  him  before  the  ringing  of  the  beH. 
I  heard  some  men  say  he  went  to  bed.  Heard  it  next  day.  Some  one  2u$ked  if  he  was 
at  tho  fire,  and- the  reply  was  that  he  went  to  bed.  I  have  frequently  heai*d  people  say 
that  Warren  Tyler  was  very  violent  in  his  expressions  toward  the  white  people,  hat 
have  not  conversed  with  him  myself.  Isanc  Lee  was  shot  in  the  elbow,  right  m  front 
of  my  door ;  when  ho  was  shot,  I  saw  his  elbow  give  way. 

her 
HARRIET  4-  BARBOUR, 
mark.' 


Charles  McElroy,  colored,  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  live  in  Meridian ;  am  porter  for  tho  Ragsdale  House.  I  saw  the  crowd  around  Par- 
tt-r's  house.  I  do  not  know  who  fired  in  the  crowd,  and  cannot  recall  the  names  of 
those  who  were  there.  I  saw  no  acts  of  violence  done  to  any  one  that  Monday  evening 
or  night.  '^ 

Cross-examined : 

While  the  crowd  was  there  I  saw  Mr.  Belk  there  all  the  time.  I  also  saw  the  shenff 
ride  up  afterward.  Mi*.  Belk  came  np  with  the  crowd.  I  saw  a  few  colored  people 
standing  around,  and  saw  no  violence  offered  them.  I  also  saw  some  colored  people  in 
the  crowd,  but  do  not  know  that  anything  was  done  to  them.  I  had  always  been 
treated  kindly  by  the  white  citizens. 

his 

CHARLES  +  Mcelroy. 

mark. 
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GsoBGE  BiooiNSi  coloredi  being  duly  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  live  in  Meridian  ;  am  a  barber.  I  was  present  in  Finley's  shop  when  Mr.  Hugh 
Wilson  told  old  man  Dred,  last  Sunday  week,  that  there  would  be  a  meeting,  and  par- 
ties would  be  ordered  to  leave ;  that  Dred  was  deeper  in  it  than  he  thought,  and  if  he, 
Dred  Finley,  did  not  mind,  he  would  be  one  that  would  have  to  leave.  When  the  dis- 
tnrbanee  was  going  on,  I  was  very  much  frightened ;  went  into  the  back  room  of  the 
0tM>p ;  then  went  home,  and  did  not  come  out  until  Tuesday  morning. 

Cross-examined : 

My  alarm  was  at  the  beginning  of  the  difficulty  in  the  court-house.  I  think  Mr. 
Wil»on  aeked  Dred  wl^y  he  didn^t  make  Warren  Tyler  do  better,  and  asked  him  why 
he  didn't  take  a  stand  for  order  here,  saying  that  the  white  people  supported  him.  I 
don't  recollect  whether  he  said  there  might  or  there  would  be  a  meeting.  I  was 
ahaTing  him  at  the  time,  and  he  did  not  call  the  names  of  T^ler  and  Clopton ;  did 
not  use  the  names  of  any  pei*son.  I  have  always  been  treated  kindly  by  the  white  peo- 
ple here.  I  have  never  seen  any  other  treatment  exce^it  to  those  who  were  disorderly 
and  trying  to  keep  up  a  fuss.  When  Died  went  into  his  back  room,  he  only  remained 
there  a  short  time  and  returned  to  the  front  room. 

his 

GEORGE  -I-  BIGGINS. 

mark. 


GcORGE  Mason,  colored : 

I  live  in  Meridian,  and  am  a  barber.  I  was  in  the  shop  when  Hugh  Wilson  and  Dred. 
Finley  had  some  conversation.  The  conversation  was  about  a  meeting  to  bo  called  on 
Monday,  and  that  certain  parties  had  to  leave,  I  believe. 

Cross-examined : 

I  think  he  said  the  meeting  would  be  held  on  Monday.  He  called  no  names,  but  only 
Baid  certain  parties.  George  Riggins  was  shaving  Wilson  at  the  time.  1  was  up  on 
Front  street  on  Monday ,  during  the  excitement.  No  one  attempted  to  do  me  any  harm. 
I  think  I  heard  Mr.  Wilson  speak  to  Dred  Finley  about  Warren  Tyler.  I  heard  him 
ask  Dred  ilnloy  why  ho  did  not  take  a  stand  for  order.  Dred  replied  he  did  all  he 
could.  I  think  Mr.  Wilson  asked  Dred  why  he  did  not  try  to  make  Warren  Tyler  do 
right,  and  Dred  replied  he  could  not  control  Warren. 

GEORGE  MASON, 


Sam  Pajrker  recalled : 

I  have  been  in  the  back  room  of  my  shop  after  the  shooting.  Saw  scars  of  two  or 
ihreie  bullets  on  the  walls  and  door.  ■  Found  Warren  Tyler's  pistol  next  morning.  It 
had  not  been  shot  off",  but  three  caps  had  been  bursted  on  it.  I  found  it  under  my  bed. 
There  was  only  one  bed  in  the  room.  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley  came  and  got  the  pistol,  say- 
ing that  he  thought  it  was  Mr.  Moseley's.  At  the  time  of  the  shooting,  or  just  before 
it,  I  heard  Mr.  Wash.  Brantley,  from  the  inside,  say,  "  Here  he  is,  under  the  bed.!'  This 
was  about  a  half  minute  before  the  shooting  commenced.  I  do  not  know  that  there 
was  a  single  pistol  fired  before  the  crowd  ran  in. 

Cross-examined : 

When  I  heard  Mr.  Brantley  say,  "  Here  he  is,"  I  ran  out,  and  the  crowd  ran  in.  There 
is  one  large  hole  through  the  back  door,  seemingly  from  a  gun-shot,  on  the  outside.  I 
described  the  pistol  to  McDaniel,  a  colored  man,  who  said  the  pistol  was  his,  and  that 
Warren  Tyler  bad  his  pistol.  Brantley  told  me  that  some  of  the  men  who  were  in  the 
house  said  that  Tyler  shot  at  him  the  evening  of  the  killing. 

SAM  PARKER. 


Harry  Mason,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  resident  of  this  city.  I  was  here  on  the  night  of  the  6th  of  March.  I  was  at 
my  house  right  near  Aaron  Moore's  house  when  it  was  burnt.  1  saw  a  crowd  of  white 
men  going  toward  his  house  before  it  was  burnt.  They  were  armed.  They  were 
there  about  seven  o'clock ;  went  away  and  came  back  about  8  o'clock.  The  fire  oc- 
curred about  two  hours  after  they  lelt  the  last  time ;  know  nothing  of  the  origin  of 
the  fire.  I  was  sitting  in  ray  house  and  saw  a  couple  of  men  go  down  to  where  Aaron 
Moore's  bouse  was  burnt,  and  get  some  fire  to  set  fire  to  the  church.  Saw  their  faces 
when  the  fire  lit  up.    They  were  white,  but  did  not  recognize  them.    Saw  a  crowd  of 
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white  men  come  over  the  bill,  from  bebind  tbe  bill,  after  tbe  cburcb  commenced  bom 
iD^.    Tbe  meu  Wbo  bad  fired  tbe  cburcb  joined,  tbem.    Tbey  staid  until  the  cburcb 
commenced  burning.    Cannot  tell  who  they  were.    My  wife  was  with  me  at  that  time. 
I  did  not  see  any  one  do  any  violence  to  anybody  that  evening  and  night. 

Cross-examined : 

My  mother,  George  Moore,  and  his  wife  were  with  me  after  the  bnmin^  of  Moore's 
house.    I  know  that  there  were  bodies  of  men  protecting  tbe  city  that  ni|mt.    I  knew 
that  bodies  of  men  bad  been  appointed  to  patrol  the  town  that  night.    I  saw  no  one 
about  Moore's  bouse  when  it  commenced  burning.    My  bouse  was  within  fifteen  steps 
of  Moore's.    I  had  been  asleep,  when  the  fire  awoke  me.    I  was  very  much  alarmed. 
Moore's  wife  left  before  dark,  and  hadn't  been  back  that  I  know  of.    I  was  in  Moore's 
house  on  Sunday,  and  he  bad  a  great  deal  of  furniture  in  bis  house.    She  left  all  the 
furniture  in  there.    When  I  woke  up  tbe  fire  had  just  begun  to  bum  well.    I  got  up 
on  tbe  top  of  my  house,  and  staid  there  until  Moore's  bouse  was  burned  up.    I  used 
water  to  prevent  my  house  from  burning.    White  men  came  up,  and  made  the  other 
boys  help  me  keep  my  house  from  catching  on  fire.     I  do  not  know  whether  the  doors 
or  windows  of  Moore's  bouse  were  open  or  not.    About  half  of  the  bouse,  tbe  old  part, 
was  burnt  before  tbe  white  gentlemen  got  ux>  there.    He  kept  bis  furniture  in  tbe  new 
part  of  tbe  house.    If  bis  furniture  burnt  up,  it  bnmt  in  tbe  new  part.    I  do  not  know 
that  the  furniture  had  been  taken  out.    I  sat  up  the  rest  of  tbe  night,  and  was  in  and 
out  of  my  bouse  after  the  fire  all  night.    Tbe  two  men  who  set  fire  to  the  cburcb  caiue 
from  a  direction  east  of  ray  bouse — from  tbe  direction  of  John  Colo's.    Tbey  set  fire 
to  the  church  on  the  east  side.     Tbey  staid  there  till  tbe  church   got  to' burning 
well,  and  then  went  west,  over  tbe  hill:  whistled,  and  were  joined  by  a  crowd.    They 
met  the  crowd  on  tbe  brow  of  tbe  bill,  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  yards,  or  further, 
from  where  I  was.    They  bad  guns.    They  stood  and  talked  until  the  church  had 
burned  considerably,  and  then  went  ofiF  toward  town.    A  good  many  citizens  went  up 
to  tbe  fire  and  a  lot  of  Alabamians.    The  church  was  about  a  hundred  yards  from  where 
I  live.    I  know  tbe  Alabamians;  have  known  them  long  very  well.    One  of 'them  used 
to  clerk  for  Mr.  Fallon  and  one  for  Mr.  Keeton,  and  the  others  live  over  there  and  bring 
cotton  here  to  sell.    One  of  them  clerked  for  Mr.  Fallon  last  fall,  and  one  of  them  for 
Mr.  Keeton  last  fall.    Don't  know  their  names.    I  have  banled  cotton  ffom  the  scales 
to  tbe  depot  for  some  of  those  I  know  to  be  Alabamians.    Don't  know  their  names. 
They  did  nothing  but  stand  there  and  talk  and  look  at  the  fire.    My  bead  is  addled 
now,  my  mind  mixed,  and  I  can't  answer  the  questions.    I  never  knew  of  any  pickets 
being  put  around  the  Methodist  church.    I  was  at* church  Sunday  night,  aud  if  there 
were  any  armed  colored  men  around  the  church  I  didn't  see  them.    About  a  hundred 
white  men,  with  guns,  come  up  there  that  night.    On  the  night  of  the  fire,  Saturday 
night,  I  was  at  tbe  fire  working,  helping  Sturges  and  Rosenbaum  &  Gully.    I  was  not 
with  an  armed  body  of  men  near  the  Jones  House.    After  the  fire  I  went  home ;  did 
not  go  to  tbe  cburcb.    Do  not  know  who  shot  at  parties  going  to  tbe  fire.    This  is  the 
first  I  have  beard  of  it.    I  saw  Billy  Clopton  at  the  fire.    Heard  him  cursing,  but  paid 
very  little  attention  to  him ;  had  nothing  to  do  with  him. 

Reexamined : 

There  were  four  men,  citizens,  who  said  they  wore  police,  up  there.  They  came  to 
the  church  after  it  was  burning  good,  and  tbe  fire  bell  had  rung.  The  Alabamians, 
whom  I  knew,  were  in  the  crowd  that  came  up  after  tbe  fire  commenced;  do  not  know 
whether  they  were  the  same  who  came  over  the  hill  or  not.  After  the  burning  of  Aarou 
Moore's  bouse,  I  locked  my  door  because  I  was  afraid.  These  four  police  guard  were 
Wiley  T.  Coleman,  Mr.  J.  O.  Charles,  a  clerk  of  Mr.  Wolff's — don't  know  bis  name— and 
the  other  I  do  not  know.  Mr.  Wiley  Coleman  and  his  squad  made  the  colored  men 
help  me  save  my  bouse.  Mr.  Patton  and  Mr.  L.  D.  Williams  were  there  when  Moore's 
house  was  burnmg. 

his 

HARRY  +  MASON- 

mark. 


Job  Sharp,  colored,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian ;  a  laborer  by  occupation.  I  was  not  in  the  conrt-hotlie 
on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  when  the  difficulty  began.  I  was  in  Meridian  on  that  even- 
ing. I  had  a  chill  at  that  time,  at  Mason's  shop,  which  is  between  the  court-house  and 
Parker's  shop,  but  nearer  the  latter.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  that  evening,  on  a  ditch 
between  the  court-house  and  Parker's  shop.  Heard  no  firing  that  evening  at  the  coort- 
honse.  I  was  sick,  and  went  out  to  attend  a  call  of  nature,  and  met  Warren  on  the  ditch. 
He  hallooed  to  me  to  come  to  help  him.  I  went  to  him.  He  said  to  me,  **  For  good- 
ness's  sake,  help  me ;  I  am  shot."  I  saw  blood  running  from  his  hip.  I  was  too  weak 
to  help,  and  got  two  men  to  help  him.    Don't  kuow  tbem.    The  two  men  helped  him. 
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I  followed  on  till  they  got  to  the  store  of  Mr.  Peters.  They  flung  him  in  there.  I 
went  on,  and  did  not  stop  until  I  got  to  the  railroad.  I  made  no  halt  at  the  store.  I 
saw  nobody  after  hijn,  and  no  crowd  coming  in  that  direction,  nor  noise  on  the  streets. 
I  saw  no  pistol  on  him ;  he  had  a  helt  on  him.  This  is  all  I  know  about  it.  I  knew 
nothing  of  Marion  White,  Isaac  Lee,  and  Henry  Johnson  being  under  arrest  at  the 
court-honse  that  night,  or  of  their  being  shot  beyond  the  railroad.  Know  nothing  ot 
the  bnming  of  Moore's  house  or  the  church.  Saw  no  acts  of  violence  that  evening  or 
night.  I  bad  a  chill  about  sundown,  and  went  home  and  staid  that  night.  There  is 
one  store  between  Peters's  store  and  Parker's  shop. 

bis 
JOE  +  SHARP 
mark. 

^ 

JoHH  LiOKG,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  drayman  by  occupation.    I  was  in  the  city  when 

the  distarbance  occurred  on  Monday  evening  and  night.    Don't  know  what  took  place 

in  the  court-bouse^  was  not  there.    I  know  nothing  of  the  prisoners,  Lee,  White,  and 

Johnson«^     I  live  right  across  the  street  from  Aaron  Moore's  house.    Was  there  that 

Monday  night.    Saw  no  men  coming  near  there  (Moore's  house)  shortly  before  the 

firo.    1  lay  down  and  went  to  sleep ;  when  I  awoke  the  house  was  in  full  blaze :  after 

awaking,  I  looked  out  and  saw  tne  hou^e  burning ;  I  saw  only  two  men  on  horses 

staudlDff  there.    Don't  know  whether  it  was  set  on  fire  or  not;  never  was  inside  the 

house ;  I  sat  up  about  an  hour  afterward ;  the  firat  I  knew  of  the  fire  of  the  church, 

the  roaring  of  the  fire  waked  me ;  I  opened  my  door,  looked  out,  and  saw  that  the  top 

of  the  church  was  in  a  light  blaze ;  I  saw  some  white  men  standing  out  there,  but 

don't  know    who  they  were — about  four  or  five  men ;  they  were  all  on  foot ;  don't 

know  whether  they  had  guns  or  not ;  don't  know  who  fired  the  church,  nor  of  an 

armed  band  coming 'Vip  to  the  church  from  the  hill ;  I  know  of  no  act  of  violence  done 

to  any  one  that  ni^t. 

Cross-examined : 

I  have  been  here  since  the  surrender ;  no  one  interfered  with  me  on  Monday ;  was  at 
Broach  &  Brofm's  when  the  diflBculty  began ;  have  always  been  treated  kindly  by  the 
white  people.  I  go  to  the  Methodist  church  at  night ;  know  of  no  guards  being  placed 
around  there ;  was  in  town  when  the  fire  begun  on  Saturday  night ;  heard  no  guns  as 
the  fire  began ;  have  heard  repeatedly,  for  the  last  three  or  four  months,  that  Warren 
Tyler  and  Billy  Clopton  were  ^ery  evil  disposed  toward  the  whites,  and  liable  to  get 
up  a  diflSculty  between  them. 

bis 

JOHN  H-  LONG. 

mttrk. 


John  Cole,  coloi-ed,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian ;  working  streets  is  my  occupation ;  I  know  nothing  of  the 
diflBculty  jn  the  court-room ;  was  there  a  few  minutes  before  it  began ;  I  saw  no  armed 
men  there ;  did  not  leave  for  fear  of  a  difficulty,  but  went  to  my  work ;  saw  nothing  of 
the  occurrence  on  the  streets  nor  anything  of  the  killing  of  White,  Lee,  and  John- 
son. I  hve  near  the  church  and  next  lot  to  Aaron  Moore ;  I  was  in  my  room  asleep, 
when  some  women  came  in  and  woke  me  up,  saying  Moore's  house  was  on  fire ;  the 
noose  was  falling  in  when  I  woke  up ;  saw  no  armed  men  around  the  house;  afterward 
three  men  rode  up  who  knew  me,  and  said  they  would  help  me  if  I  thought  there  was 
any  danger  of  my  house  burning ;  don't  know  who  set  the  house  on  fire ;  I  have  no  idea ; 
after  I  saw  there  was  no  danger  of  my  house  burning  I  went  to  bed ;  I  know  very  Httle 
of  the  church  burning;  I  slept  until  day  the  next  morning. 

Cross-examined : 

The  men  who  rode  up  and  offered  to  help  were  Messrs.  Wiley  Coleman,  McAlpin,  and 
McDonald.  No  one  offered  to  do  me  harm  that  night  or  at  any  other  time.  Have 
always  been  treated  well ;  was  in  Moore's  house  on  Sunday ;  there  was  some  furniture 
Ml  the  new  part  of  the  house ;  when  I  went  home  from  work  on  Monday,  about  half  an 
hour  by  sun,  Moore's  wife  was  there;  also  Bell  Aiken,  a  colored  teacher;  she  staid  all 
^gbt ;  Mrs.  Moore  left  after  supper  j  I  told  her  I  didn't  apprehend  any  danger ;  that  I 
hau  done  nothing,  but  she  could  go  if  she  wanted  to;  I  dont  know  where  she  went ;  I 
saw  no  armed  men  passing  near  or  about  my  house  that  night. 

Keexamined : 

I  know  nothing  of  Mrs.  Moore  taking  her  furniture  out  of  her  house.  Bell  Aiken  had 
her  trunk  at  my  house  when  I  got  home  that  evening.  She  staid  at  Mrs.  Moore's  and 
^ally  kept  her  trunk  there. 

his 
JOHN  -I-  COLE, 
mark. 
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Peteb  Fairly,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place,  and  a  carpenter  by  trade.  I  was  in  town  when  the  dif- 
ficulty arose ;  know  nothing  of  the  facts  in  the  coort-honse.  Know  nothing  of  White, 
Lee,  or  Johnson,  either  their  capture  or  killing.  I  know  of  no  acts  of  violence  to  anj 
one  that  night ;  went  home  and  to  bed.  I  know  nothing  ofthe  burning  of  Moore^s  house ; 
it  was  falling  in  when  my  wife  woke  me  up  and  told  me  of  it.  I  heard  no  one  say  that 
they  knew  who  set  the  house  on  fire;  know  nothing  of  the  burning  of  the  chuiich.  I 
saw  it  falling  in.  I  saw  no  one  about  it,  but  some  colored  people  running  about  the 
streets.  Don't  know  who  they  were.  I  saw  no  whites  there;  saw  no  armed  men 
coming  from  over  the  hill  behind  the  church. 

Cross-examined : 

I  staid  the  evening  of  the  difficulty  at  my  ^ork.  No  one  showed  any  disposition  to 
hurt  me  at  all.  There  were  a  great  many  people  passing  aU  the  time.  Three  colored 
people  remained  with  me.  Six  or  seven  haul  been  with  me.  No  injury  wa«  ofi'ered  ta 
them.  No  one  interfered  with  me  on  my  way  home  that  evening.  Have  been  hero 
four  years;  never  was  interfered  with.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  shooting  around 
the  colored  churches ;  so  much  so,  that  I  was  afraid  to  step  out  at  night.  I  was  at  homo 
when  the  fire  begun  on  Saturday  night ;  didn't  come  down.  Heard  a  great  many  guns 
fired  off  when  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given  in  the  neighborhood  from  my  house  to  the 
fire.  The  course  of  BiUy  Clopton  and  Warren  Tyler  was  calculated  to  lead  to  diflBculty 
between  whites  and  blacks.  I  kept  out  of  their  company  on  that  account.  Have 
been  appealed  to  by  the  whites,  Shearer  and  others,  to  intercede  with  Tyler  and  Clop- 
ton aboi^t  this  firing  off  of  guns  at  night ;  have  done  so  until  I  was  forced  to  desist  for 
fear  of  personal  violence. 

Reexamined : 

There  had  been,  for  perhaps  a  month,  a  great  deal  of  firing  at  night,  and  perhaps  ne 
more  that  night  tnau  usual.  There  were  three  sruns  at  my  house,  one  my  own,  and 
the  others  belonged  to  a  widow  lady  in  town ;  were  given  to  me  to  sell.  Neither  had 
been  loaded  since  they  had  been  there. 

bis 
PETER,-!-  FAIRLY 
mark. 


John  Cheisty,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  no  place ;  am  a  minstrel  by  profession,  traveling  over  the  country ; 
I  have  been  here  for  four  or  live  weeks.  Was  in  Meridian  during  and  when  the  diflSciilty 
begun  ;  know  nothing  of  the  occurrence  in  the  court-house.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
killing  of  Isaac  Lee,  Marian  White,  and  Henry  Johnson.  Saw  no  acts  of  violence 
to  any  one  that  night  or  at  any  time.  The  party  who  escorted  Sturges  off  was  a  sheriflfa 
party ;  they  were  keeping  him  from  being  harmed.  Took  no  tobacco  from  Mocne's 
house  the  night  it  was  burned,  and  was  not  there.  I  was  in  the  Phoenix  Hotel  that 
night  when  the  church  was  burned ;  was  in  there  twice  that  night.  I  had  in  my  pos- 
session, for  about  two  months,  a  pistol  taken  from  Moore's  house.  The  pistol  was 
taken  out  by  the  sheriff's  party.  Never  had  in  my  possession  tobacco  taken  from 
Moore's  house.  About  eighty  were  in  the  company,  and  drank  by  squads.  I  don't 
know  who  were  in  the  company  ;  I  know  none  of  their  names.  It  was  about  three  or 
four  o'clock  in  the  evening  when  the  pistol  was  taken  out.  I  don't  know  Aaron  Moore 
nor  where  he  lived.  The  house  that  I  saw  was  a  white  framed  house,  opposite  tho 
church ;  have  heard  it  was  bumt.  I  was  not  there  after  that  time.  I  went  into  the 
house  with  about  nine  more.  Don't  know  what  their  names  were.  The  front  room 
had  a  line  Brussels  carpet  on  tbe  floor ;  there  was  also  a  trunk  and  a  couple  of  chairs 
in  there,  and  one  bedstead ;  two  other  rooms  were  frirnished  about  as  well — two  beds 
and  two  trunks  in  one  of  them.  Found  no  arms  in  there  but  a  pistol.  Have  seen  nor 
had  in  my  possession  any  arms  that  came  out  of  that  house  except  the  pistoL 
There  was  nothing  brought  out  but  the  pistol,  and  did  not  hear  them  say  that  any 
others  were  discovered  there.  When  I  went  in  and  came  out  of  the  Phoenix  Hotel, 
I  saw  no  armed  men  on  tho  corner.  Saw  about  eighty  who  had  been  to  escort  Sturges 
off,  and  none  others.  Know  nothing  of  the  killing  of  WTiite,  Lee,  and  Johnson.  Don't 
know  them  ;  never  heard  of  it ;  only  heard  ofthe  death  of  Tyler,  Clopton,  Bramlette, 
and  Ford.  I  saw  Clopton  fall  off*  tho  porch;  he  was  not  dead  then.  I  was  out 
in  the  street,  opposite,  at  that  time,  going  to  see  Mr.  Sturges.  I  did  not  look  up 
to  tho  balcony.  Other  men  touched  me,  saying  that  he  had  fallen  off  tho  porch.  I 
don't  know  who  he  was.    I  came  from  Mobile  here. 

Cross-examined : 

At  the  time  I  went  up  to  Moore's  house  was  soon  after  he  had  broke  custody  and  the 
difiiculty  in  the  court-room,  and  to  arrest  him  if  he  could  be  found,  and  to  seu-rch  for 
arms. 
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Reexamined : 

I  saw  peiso^  start  after  Moore ;  don't  know  tlie  number— 'much  under  fifty  aud 
iBore  than  two  or  thr^  I  paid  no  attention.  I  know  nothing  of  a  message  being 
sent  £rom  this  town  to  any  quarter  that  evening  or  at  any  time.  Don't  know  any  who 
w«at  after  Moore  when  he  went  off  from  here. 

JOHN  CHRISTY. 


George  Moore,  colored,  being  duly  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  here,  and  am  a  barber.    I  was  in  Meridian  when  the  difficulty  be^an,  but  waa. 
not  in  the  court-room,  and  know  nothing  of  tne  scenes  there,  nor  about  White,  Johnson. 
and  Lee.    I  don't  live  near  Moore's  house.    Know  nothing  of  the  fire  of  Moore's  house. 
I  saw  it  burning:  don't  know  anybody  who  does  know  of  it. 

GEORGE  MOORE. 


Chanie  Cole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  near  Moore's  house,  and  was  in  my  house  when  the  fire  occurred.  I  was  asleep ; 
heard  the  fire  popping ;  woke  up  John  Cole,  and  told  him  of  the  fire.  Mrs.  Moore  was 
not  there  then.  Don't  know  whether  any  furniture  was  moved  out  before  the  fire  or 
notb  I  waa  not  in  the  house  that  evening.  I  went  in  the  yard  and  saw  the  furniture, 
as  usual,  ftom  the  open  doors ;  carpets  were  on  the  floor.  When  Moore's  wife  came  to 
my  house  that  evening,  she  brought  nothing  but  a  child,  and  it  was  after  the  report  of 
the  disturbance  in  town.  She  was  scared  to  death ;  all  of  us  were.  I  first  found  the 
obnreh  was  on  fire  from  the  noise  of  the  fire.  I  know  nothing  of  an  armed  band  of 
whites  coming  up  from  behind  the  church,  and  know  nothing  of  two  men  setting  the 
church  on  fire.    Don't  know  who  set  it  on  fire. 

■Cross-examined : 

No  one  troubled  me  that  night.  Aaron  Moore's  wife  left  my  house  about  dark.  I 
don't  know  where  she  went  to  that  night ;  I  didn't  see  her  after  that.  The  alarm 
down  town  is  what  frightened  us  all.    I  live  about  half  a  mile  from  the  court-house. 

ber 
CHANIE  -I-  COLE, 
mark. 


Mary  Cole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  waa  near  Moore's  house  when  it  was  burnt.  I  live  near  it.  It  was  almost  burnt 
when  I  found  it  out.  I  was  asleep  at  the  time.  I  don't  know  anything  of  the  church 
b^ag  burnt.  Don't  know  of  any  harm  being  done  to  any  one  during  that  evening  or 
night,  or  of  two  men  setting  the  church  on  fire. 

,  her 

MARY  -I-  COLE, 
mark. 


Louise  Mason,  colored,  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  near  Moore's  house  on  the  night  of  the  burning.  I  was  asleep  and  the  Are 
awoke  me.  I  staid  up  until  the  church  was  burnt.  I  saw  two  men  go  to  where  Moore's 
hmue  was  burnt,  and  take  a  chunk  of  fire  apiece,  and  walk  into  the  door  of  the  church 
fronting  toward  town,  aud  put  the  fire  down  between  the  two  doors  in  the  back  of 
the  church,  close  to  the  wall,  lliis  I  judge  from  the  light.  A  good  many  came  up 
tber«  alter  the  fire  began,  but  I  didn't  know  any  of  them ;  saw  bands  come  up  from 
ail  directions  to  the  churcn ;  from  the  back  way^  front  way,  and  every  way.  I  heard 
no  signal.  A  great  deal  of  whistling  was  earned  on  among  them,  like  they  were 
mocking  a  partridge.  I  don't  know  the  names  of  the  two  men  who  fired  the  church; 
they  were  white,  as  I  saw  from  the  moonlight.  I  saw  no  acts  of  violence  on  any  one 
that  night. 

Cross-examined : 

I  am  Henry  Mason's  wife.  The  men  with  the  chunks  in  hand  went  inside ;  did  not 
set  it  on  the  inside.  I  saw  no  can  in  their  hands.  I  saw  them  just  as  they  were  pick- 
ing up  the  fire ;  they  raised  up  the  chunks  aud  went  right  on  to  the  church.  They 
didn't  stop  or  stoop  down  to  pick  up  anything  that  I  saw.  I  was  looking  at  them  all 
the  time.  Didn't  see  the  men  come  out ;  they  must  have  gone  out  at  the  other  end  of 
the  church.  I  saw  them  uo  more  that  I  know  of.  Harry  was  there  in  my  room  lying 
down.    I  told  him  of  the  two  men ;  he  came  to  the  door,  looked  out,  went  back,  and 

10  m 
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camo  out  no  moro.  When  I  told  him,  the  men  were  going  toward  the  chnrdi  with  the 
fire.  Harry  knew  notHing  of  them,  as  he  was  lyins  dovm.  He  was  i^  looidng  out 
of  the  window,  for  the  cartain  was  down  and  he  comd  not  see  throach  it ;  the  oortain 
was  dark  colored  calico.  I  don't  know  whether  he  stood  there  until  the  men  got  into 
the  church  or  not.  As  soon  as  I  saw  the  church  vrw  on  tire,  I  looked  for  Harry,  and 
he  was  in  bed  again.  He  did  not,  I  am  certain,  st^^d  there  until  the  church  got  to 
burning,  nor  was  he  up  when  the  men  got  the  hre  from  Moore's  house.  When  I  called 
]iim  up  the  second  time,  he  went  over  to  his  mother's  house  to  help  take  out  her  goods. 
No  one  tried  to  harm  me. 

Reexamined : 

'  While  standing  in  the  door  I  did  not  lolk  back  to  see  if  Harry  was  then  in  bed,  nntil 
I  calle<l  him.  If  the  curtain  had  been  raised  any  one  could  have  seen  the  end  of  the 
church  and  any  one  who  was  going  into  the  door.  The  fire  flashed  up  suddenly  and 
made  a  big  blaze,  as  though  powder  had  been  thrown  down  there. 

her 

LOUISE  -f  MASON. 

mark. 


Ann  Cole,  colored,  sworn,  testified: 

Harry  Mason  came  over  to  my  house  during  the  burning  to  help  carry  out  the  thin^ 
I  saw  the  church  when  it  caught  on  fire,  and  saw  that  thev  were  white  men  who  set  it 
on  fire,  but  don't  know  who  they  were.  It  flashed  up  suddenly  as  soon  as  the  fire  was 
put  down.  I  know  nothing  of  Moore's  house  burning.  Don't  Know  of  any  a<$t8  of  vio- 
lence done  to  any  one  up  there. 

Cross-examined : 

Was  in  my  house,  at  the  door,  when  I  saw  the  men  fire  the  church.  The  men  wvn 
about  thirty  steps  from  the  church  when  I  first  saw  them.  They  had  the  fire  in  tiieir 
h.iuds.  I  saw  them  by  the  moonlight.  They  were  walking  from  the  direction  of 
Moore's  house  when  I  first  saw  tbem,  sideways  to  me.  They  were  about  forty  steps 
from  me.  I  can  tell  a  white  man  from  a  mulatto  man  by  moonlight  by  his  walk ;  that  is 
the  way  I  told  them.  I  can't  explain  the  difierence  in  the  walk,  but  there  is  a  differ- 
euce.  I  saw  no  can  in  their  hands.  I  staid  in  my  door  until  the  fire  began.  They  did 
not  come  out  of  the  door  through  which  they  entered,  I  am  certain.  If  they  had  come 
out  of  that  door  I  think  I  would  have  seen  them.  When  I  called  for  my  son  to  help 
l^et  my  things  out,  he  came  as  soon  as  he  could  get  ton  his  clothes.  I  don't  know  that 
It  was  the  two  men  who  fired  the  church,  but  I  heard  whistling. 

Reexamined :  , 

There  were  two  doors  to  the  church  on  the  same  fiEtce  of  the  house.  Other  men  came 
up  during  the  time  it  was  burning,  but  don't  know  that  the  men  who  fired  the  honse 
were  there  or  not.  The  fire  on  one  comer  of  the  house  had  gone  up  to  the  roof  before 
I  called  for  help.    It  burnt  very  rapidly. 

her 
ANN  -f  COLE, 
mark. 


Nathan  Clements,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  a  carpenter.  Was  in  town  when  the  difficnlty 
occurred.  I  saw  Tylor  after  he  was  shot.  Saw  no  one  shoot  him ;  heard  the  guns.  I 
saw  the  men  come  out  of  Parker's  shop,  but  don't  know  the  names  of  any  out  Mr. 
Hugh  Wilson,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  Mr.  Belk.  All  the  young  Colemans  were  there,  and 
some  came  out  of  the  house ;  I  know  not  which.  They  were  Mr.  Robert  Coleman's 
sons.  I  saw  Dred  Finley  during  the  difficulty.  I  saw  Mr.  Shearer,  who  was  shot  in 
the  hand  fmd  said  there  was  shooting  in  the  court-room,  but  didn't  know  who  they 
were.  I  saw  Mr.  Horn.  He  drew  his  gun  on  Dred  Finley,  saying,  **  You  all  have 
started  it,  and  we  will  end  it."  Dred  then  said  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  it,  and  Mr. 
Horn  said,  '*  Show  me  the  son  of  a  bitch  who  has."  He  said  nothing  more,  but  passed 
'  on  with  his  gun  and  troubled  him  no  further.  His  son  Jerre  was  not  with  him  at  that 
time.  I  saw  Horn  that  evening  about  half  an  hour  by  suu,  near  Aaron  Moore's  honse, 
with  the  company  of  Captain  Henderson.  Jerre  with  him  then.  I  saw  Henderson's 
company  up  tnere  acain  between  8  and  9  o'clock  at  night.  I  know  no  one  but  H«i- 
derson,  whose  voice  I  recognized.  They  went  up  to  Moore's  house.  They  staid  about 
half  an  hour  or  three-quarters.  I  don't  know  that  they  came  back  again  that  night. 
I  heard  men  passing  all  night ;  couldn't  go  to  sleep,  because  I  was  in  dread  all  the  time. 
The  fire  had  caught  the  old  part,  and  not  the  new  part,  of  the  house  when  I  first  saw 
the  fiames.  I  hm  been  painting  the  honse ;  had  a  good  deal  of  paint  in  the  house,  and 
could  have  saved  it,  but  was  afraid  to  go  there.    I  met  Isaac  Lee  at  the  brick  mill ;  we 
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Trent  home  tocher.  He  was  afraid  to  remain  at  his  work,  he  said.  Ab  we  went  on 
I  saw  a  company  of  men.  I  stopped,  leaned  against  the  fence,  and  heard  some  one  say 
halt  I  looked  round  and  old  man  Lee  was  mnning.  The  gnn  fired  and  Lee's  arm 
fell.  The  men  mnning  after  him  were  Mr.  Henry  Swann  and  Ike  Adams.  Lee  ran 
across  the  street  into  &&.  Honston's  yard.  I  saw  no  more  of  him  nntil  I  had  to  bury 
him.  I  also  buried  White.  I  saw  Johnson.  The  body,  when  I  saw  it,  wa^  not  muti- 
lated. 

Croes-examined : 

I  passed  through  the  crowd  up  near  Parker's  shop.  No  one  interfered  with  me  at  nil. 
It  was  hardly  five  minutes  after  the  firing  of  the  guns  in  Parker's  shop  until  1  saw 
Wilson,  Mr.  Coleman,  and  sons  near  the  shop.  I  don't  know  but  that  they  were  going 
in  to  look  at  the  body.  There  was  a  great  many  around  there.  I  did  not  see  Wiley 
Coleman  at  Parker's  shop ;  another  one,  a  young  man  just  grown  up,  was  not  there. 
The  men  all  left  and  came  toward  the  court-house.  I  was  standing  from  the  shop,  be- 
tween fifty  and  one  hundred  yards,  on  the  ground.  I  was  on  the  comer  opposite  the 
mayor's  office  when  I  saw  Mf .  Wilson  and  Mi'!  Coleman  and  sons.  Horn  never  took 
hold  of  Finley,  that  I  saw,  by  the  collar  or  any  other  way.  I  was  looking  at  them. 
Ahont  8  o'clock  Henderson's  company  left  Moore's  house,  and  abont*12  I  woke  up  and 
the  old  part  of  the  house  was  buminfi^  rapidly  np  through  the  roof.  Both  of  the  men 
after  Lee  were  on  horses  at  the  time  ne  was  shot  in  the  arm.  I  was  standing  against 
the  fence  with  my  back  to  Lee.  I  heard  halt,  halt,  and  then  the  gnn  fired.  I  looked 
around  saw  Lee's  arm  falL  The  two  men  on  horseback  were  at  least  fifty  yards  apart, 
and  about  forty  or  fifty  yards  from  Lee.  Lee  was  before  one  of  them  and  side  or  the 
other.  I  saw  two  men ;  don't  know  that  anybody  on  foot  was  with  them.  The  men 
coming  up  the  street  leading  to  the  colored  Methodist  church  did  the  firing  at  Lee. 
They  were  about  fifty  yards  from  me  when  the  gun  fired.  The  firing  was  done  abont 
fifty  yards  just  above  me.  They  were  going  from  me  at  the  time,  and  did  not  get  any 
closer  to  me.  The  one  who  came  around  was  the  one  who  fired  the  gun — Mr.  Henry 
Swann.  Ike  Adams  was  also  on  horseback,  was  there  on  horeback,  coming  up  the 
street.  I  thought  Mr.  Swann  was  trying  to  protect  Lee,  for  he  threw  his  hand  up  for 
them  not  to  shoot  at  him ;  this  was  near  the  house  of  Mr.  Houston.  I  did  not  see  Lee 
when  he  was  arrested.  Lee's  house,  from  where  I  was  standing,  was  about  forty  or  fifty 
yards.    I  saw  Lee  numing  from  there.    I  don't  know  what  nutde  Isaac  Lee  run. 

Reexamined : 

I  saw  Bobert  Coleman,  Dunn,  and  Swann  at  the  shop  of  Parker.  I  don't  know  whethei 
he  was  arrested  or  not.    I  didn't  see  Lee  draw  any  pistol  upon  them. 

his 
NATHAN  X  CLEMENTS. 

mark. 


Jefferson  Davis,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian ;  have  been  here  four  months :  was  here  when  the  disturb- 
ance beean,  but  was  in  bed  sick.  Don't  know  Isaac  Lee,  but  saw  a  man  running,  and 
the  children  said  it  was  Isaac  Lee.  Two  men  were  after  him,  and  hallooing  for  him  to 
stop.  Mr.  Adams,  a  policeman,  was  one  of  them.  He  was  on  foot,  the  other  man  was 
on  horseback.  I  did  not  see  the  shot  but  heard  the  gun.  The  man  on  horseback  conld 
have  shot,  but  didn't  that  I  saw.  No  horse  that  I  saw  was  near  Mr.  Adams.  I  live  near 
Isaac  Lee's.  This  tookplace  in  front  of  my  house.  The  man  on  horseback  might  have 
Bhot  before  I  got  up.    He  had  a  double-barrel  shot  gun. 

Cross-examined: 

Mr.  Adams  was  not  on  horseback.  The  man  on  the  horse  I  did  not  know.  The  met. 
haUooed  to  him,  stop,  stop,  before  they  shot,  and  then  I  heard  the  gtm  fiire.  I  then  ^ot 
np  and  saw  Lee  mnning.  The  man  on  horseback  ran  np  within  twenty  yards  of  him, 
hut  did  not  offer  to  shoot  him.  I  don't  know  what  Lee  nad  been  doing  before  I  heard 
the  order  to  stop,  stop.  Both  followed  him  on  to  Houston's  yard.  I  saw  him  go  in.  I 
doDt  know  where  Mo<«e's  house  is,  and  know  nothing  of  the  two  fires  on  Monday  night 
or  Saturday  night 

JEFFERSON  X  DAVIS. 

mwk. 


Tim  Homkr,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  conductor  of  a  freight  train  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad, 
wnthem  division.  I  am  not  condnctor  of  the  passenger  train  which  came  in  and  out 
on  the  night  of  Monday  and  morning  of  Tuesday.    Freight  train  is  duo  at  Meridian  at 
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5.40  p.  m.y  and  leaves  5.15  a  m.  The  conductors  change  at  Meridian ;  the  one  who  came 
in  on  the  10  o'clock  train  Monday  night  did  not  go  back  the  next  morning  at  2Jio. 
Don't  remember  who  came  in  that  evening.  There  are  two  conductors,  Messis.  Waldroa 
and  Marsh.  I  think  Mr.  Waldrou  came  m  that  evening.  A  train  leaves  Meridian  at 
12  o'clock  at  night  for  Selma.  No  body  of  armed  men  came  in  on  my  train  that 
evening.  A  good  many  men  went  out  next  morning.  Some  had  guns  and  some  hml 
pistols.  The  first  one  or  two,  I  think,  got  off  at  Toomsuba.  some  Cuba,  York,  and 
Eutaw.  Toomsuba  is  in  Mississippi.  The  others  are  in  Alabama.  The  men  tnat  1 
knew  were  Mr.  Norvell  and^Pres.  Nash,  Livingston,  and  Doc.  Reynolds,  of  Entaw,  and, 
I  think,  Bob  Fewell  and  Charlie  Bouyer,  of  York,  and  Mr.  William  Lymi,  of  Cuba. 

Cross-examined : 

I  don't  remember  who  had  arms.  I  think  some  of  the  men  were  armed.  Mr.  Fewell 
and  Bouyer,  who  ^t  off  at  York,  are  employ^  of  the  road,  and  were  going  back.  ^ir. 
Nash,  also,  of  Livingston.  I  don't  know  who  got  off  at  Toomsuba — ^not  acquainted 
with  them.  I  have  passengers  nearly  every  morning  going  out.  There  is  a  passenger 
and  a  second-class  coach,  and  I  frequently  have  a  crowd  of  men  going  out  with  me.  Most 
men  travel  with  arms  ;  some  with  guns  and  some  with  pistols,  and  have  been  since  I 
have  been  on  the  road.  I  noticed  nothing  unusual  on  the  part  of  the  passengers  od 
that  trip.    Frequently  have  as  many  as  were  on  that  trip. 

Reexamined : 

There  was  shooting  out  at  the  windows  that  morning,  but  that  frequently  occurred  at 
other  times.  Very  often  I  bring  in  the  same  parties  that  were  on  the  train.  Sometimes 
these  would  shoot,  at  other  times,  and  sometimes  others. 

TIM  HOMER. 


Andy  Waldrox,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  conductor  of  a  passenger  train  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Railroad.  I  was 
Ofi  the  train  which  went  out  on  Monday,  March  6.  A  body  of  armed  men  came  in  that 
evening.  I  did  not  go  out  Tuesday  morning.  Mr.  Marsh  went  out.  The  men  nnm- 
bered  about  thirty-five  or  forty.  Some  had  guns  and  some  had  pistols,  and  some  were 
not  armed  at  all.  Some  came  from  Eutaw,  Livingston,  York,  and  Cuba.  I  know  very 
few  names.  I  saw  Mr.  Norvell  after  I  got  here,  but  don't  remember  whether  he  came 
on  my  train  or  not.  I  saw  on  the  train  Preston  Nash,  and  think  I  saw  Joe  Reynolds, 
but  couldn't  sav  positively  j  Robert  Fewell  and  Bouyer.  I  saw  Mr.  Morgan  Lynn.  I 
don't  know  William  Lynn.  I  remember  no  others  on  the  train.  I  gave  them  one  car 
to  themselves ;  so  I  didn't  recognize  many  of  them.  Those  mentioned  came  in  that 
]»arty.  They  all,  those  mentioned,  got  off  together  at  Meridian,  unless  they  got  off  at 
the  last  station  and  came  up  into  town. 

Cross-examined : 

I  had  no  unusual  crowd  that  evening.  The  above-mentioned  stations  are  regular 
passenger  stations.  The  car  the  crowd  got  in  was  the  only  coach  attached  to  the 
train  except  the  second  class  from  Eutaw  to  York.  Meridian  is  the  terminus  of  the 
road,  and  all  got  off  together  here.  Passengers  always  come  up  to  town  when  they 
get  off  except  those  who  stopped  at  the  Ragsdale  House.  Passengers  usually  travel 
with  arms.    There  was  nothing  unusual  in  the  getting  off  the  train. 

Reexamined : 

The  crowd  was  not  excited,  nor  had  they  been  drinking.  They  met  other  peisons 
here  at  the  depot,  and  no  more  conversation  than  usual.  I  don't  know  whether  they 
came  to  town  in  a  body  or  not. 

A.  WALDRON. 


J.  W.  Cole,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  am  a  clerk ;  I  was  in  town  during  the  difliculty ;  I 
am  the  magistrate  who  held  the  inquest  over  the  bodies  of  Judge  Bramlette  and  Gns 
Ford  in  the  court-room.  L.  D.  Williams  and  A.  R.  Wilson  were  introdnoed  as  wit- 
nesses at  the  inquest.  The  jury  were  as  follows :  L.  K.  Latham,  W.  M.  Rush,  F.  Levy, 
G.  L.  Thompson,  D.  Rosenbaum,  J.  J.  Gr'fftn,  J.  W.  Turner,  Josiah  Thomas,  C.  I.  SheV- 
man,  Henry  Sherman,  R.  Lamphere,  and  a  J.  McFarland.  The  finding  was  as  follows : 
"  We,  the  jury,  find  that  Judge  E.  L.  Bramlette  came  to  his  death  by  a  pistol  shot  iu 
the  hands  of  one  Warren  Tyler,  the  shot  taking  effect  in  the  loft  temple  and  passiag 
through  the  head."  The  same  jury  sat  over  the  body  of  Gus  Ford.  The  vertnct  wa^ 
as  follows:  "  We,  the  jury,  find  in  the  case  of  Gus  Ford  that  he  came  to  his  death  by 
a  pistol  or  gun  shot  from  the  hands  of  some  unknown  person  or  persons."  The  slioi 
took  effect  in  the  right  side.  I  held  the  inquest  over  the  bodies  that  were  found  be- 
yond the  railroad  alM>ut  two  hundred  yards,  on  the  south  side,  and  at  the  head  of  Let 
street.    No  physicians  were  present. 

J.  W.  COLE. 
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J.  A.  McDoNAij),  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  in  town  during  the  diflScnlty ;  was  in  a  sheriff's  posse  when  I  went  to  a  honse 
and  told  that  it  was  Moore's.  I  was  at  the  court-house  when  the  alarm  was  given  of 
(he  fire  of  Moore's  house,  and  got  on  my  horse,  and  went  there  as  quick  as  I  could.  I 
met  no  one  that  I  know  of  as  I  went  up  there.  The  main  part  of  tbe  building  had  uot 
fnlly  got  on  fire  when  I  ^t  there.  I  staid  there  uutil  I  saw  that  there  was  no  danger 
of  other  buildings  catchmg  from  it,  and  then  I  went  away.  I  don't  reraem]>er  the  time 
of  night  the  fibre  oocnrred.  I  went  from  the  fire  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Kail- 
road  depot. 

Cross-examined : 

I  never  saw  the  house  of  Moore  before  that  night.  The  roar  part  was  on  fire  when  I 
got  there.  The  front  door  was  open.  I  looked  into  the  house  and  saw  no  furniture.  I 
mmk  I  would  have  seen  it,  such  as  tables,  chairs,  and  bedsteads,  if  it  had  been  iu  the 
room.  I  saw  some  plunder  just  beyond  his  house  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards.  I  saw 
no  fomiture  taken  out  of  the  house.  K  there  was  any  furniture  takeu  out  it  was  taken 
oat  before  I  got  there.  I  was  about  the  first  one  who  got  there  after  the  fii*e  be^au.  I 
nrged  the  blacks  to  come  out  and  help  to  protect  the  houses  near  by  from  cat'Ching  ou 
fire.  The  house  was  pretty  well  burnt  up  when  I  left.  Don't  know  that  my  party 
went  to  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  Eailroad  depot ;  rather  think  they  did  not. 

SeSzamined : 

There  might  have  been  a  carpet  on  the  floor  of  Moore's  house.  It  is  possible  that 
there  might  have  been  furniture ;  but  I  looked  closely ;  my  attention  was  called  to  it 
by  some  one  saying,  **  Moore  has  not  lost  anything ;  he  has  fifteen  hundred  dollars  insur- 
ance on  his  house,  and  there  is  no  furniture  in  there  that  I  can  see."  We  were  on  horses 
and  looked  in  at  the  doors  and  windows  to  see  if  there  was  any  furniture,  but  did  uot 
go  into  the  house.  I  saw  some  plunder  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards  beyond  Moore's 
house,  in  the  middle  of  the  street,  in  front  of  another  little  shanty.  I  saw  an  old  negro 
woman  who  said  it  was  hers^  and  that  she  did  not  live  in  this  town. 

J.  A.  Mcdonald. 


W.  M.  Bush,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  on  the  coroner's  jury  who  sat  over  the  body  of  Judge  Bramlette.  I  looked  aij 
the  wound  on  one  side.  The  edges  of  the  wound  were  in.  It  was  the  left  side  of  tho 
temple.    I  had  my  finger  upon  the  wound. 

W.  M.  RUSH. 


C.  I.  Sharman, being  sworn,  testified: 

I  examined  the  wound  on  the  head  of  Judge  Bramlette.    The  ball  entered  from  the 
leit  side.    I  have  been  a  practicing  physician. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  in  the  court-room  when  the  affiray  began,  and  was  sitting  about  six  feet  from 
Judge  Bramlette,  just  behind  James  Brantley  :  I  saw  Tyler ;  he  was  sitting  to  the  left 
of  Bramlette,  near  by,  just  before  the  firiug  began.  When  the  first  shot  was  fired, 
Tyler  was  ne^r  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriffs  office,  which  would  make  him  on  Judge 
Bramlette's  left.  I  saw  Warren  Tyler  fire  the  first  shot  that  was  fired  in  the  court-room, 
near  the  door  leading  into  tho  sheriff's  office.  The  first  shot  killed  Judge  Bramlette, 
and  was  fired  by  Warren  Tyler.  I  saw  him,  Bramlette,  fall  over  at  the  first  shot.  I 
am  not  certain  that  IVler  fired  more  than  one  shot.  I  beard  several  shots  from  the 
direction  of  the  sheriff's  office;  and  Tyler  retreated  in  that  dircctiou.  I  saw  Gus.  Ford 
falling  near  tho  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  At  that  time  AVarren  Tyler  had 
retreated  from  that  door  towards  the  sherifi''s  office.  There  is  a  door  leading'into  the 
sheriff's  office,  opening  towards  the  door  where  Gus.  Ford  was  falling ;  so  a  per8<ni 
inside  the  sheriff's  office  could  shoot  a  man  standing  where  I  saw  Ford  falling.  Tbe 
distance  between  the  two  doors  is  three  feet.  The  hall  between  the  court-room  ami 
the  sheriff's  office  is  about  four  feet  wide.  At  the  time  the  pistol  was  fired,  which 
killed  Judge  Bramlette,  Brantley  was  some  three  or  four  feet  out  of  the  range  from 
Tyler  to  Bramlette ;  a  little  to  tne  left  and  front.  Tyler  was  within  some  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  from  Judge  Bramlette  when  he  shot.    Gus.  Ford  was  a  policeman. 

Reexamined: 

I  saw  the  flash  and  smoke  of  Tyler's  pistol.    I  saw  pistols  in  the  room,  but  don't 
know  now  who  had  them.    I  was  excited  and  trying  to  take  care  of  myself. 

C.  I.  SHARMAN. 
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A.  B.  Wagner,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  in  the  city  whea  the  difficulty  began.  I  was  not 
in  the  court-room,  but  was  in  my  shop  at  work.  I 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  aware  of  an  excitement  existing  here  since  the  fire  on  Satoiday  night,  and  a 
general  apprehension  on  the  part  of  some  civil  officers  and  citizens  of  a  collieion  be- 
tween the  blacks  and  whites.  The  sheriff  had  put  on  a  special  police  to  preserve  the 
peace.  Mr.  Belk  was  present  with  the  people  tnat  I  saw  on  the  streets,  and  who  were 
acting,  as  I  thought,  under  his  direction  and  order.  It  was  understood  at  that  time 
that  Tyler  had  killed  Bramlette,  and  was  fleeing  from  justice,  and  they  were  in  pucsuit 
of  him.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  disorder  amongst  the  negroes  for  seTeral 
months,  by  firing  and  carrying  guns  at  night.  It  was  my  opinion,  from  my  knowledjro 
of  the  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  for  some  time  past,  tnat  when  I  heard  the  dim* 
culty  in  the  court-room,  a  general  riot  had  begun  on  tne  part  of  the  blacks,  and  so 
uincii  so,  that  I  went  immediately  to  my  house  and  got  my  gun  and  pistol.  I  know. 
from  hearing  of  it,  that  certain  young  white  men,  Messrs.  Williams  and  Hodgeg,bad 
previously  been  arrested  by  the  negroes,  let  loose  and  shot  at. 

A.  B.  WAGNER. 


J.  J.  Shannon,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  during  the  afternoon  and  night  of  the  difficulty.  The  only  acts  of  tIo- 
Icuce  I  saw  during  the  afiray,  was  Billy  Clopton  falling  from  the  balcony  of  the  sher- 
iff's office.  Don^t  recollect  who  they  were,  but  there  were  people  upon  the  veranda. 
I  was  at  the  dex)6t  that  night ;  two  trains  came  in  while  I  was  there — the  Alabama 
^nd  Chattanooga  and  the  M.  &  O.  Railroad  trains.  There  were  about  twenty  or  twenty- 
five  persons  armed,  came  in  on  the  Alabama  and  Chattanooga  train.  They  came  oat 
on  the  platform,  and  I  left  them  there.  They  were  all  together  when  I  left.  I  sa^  uo 
more  of  them.    I  went  home ;  did  not  recognize  any  of  them. 

Cross-examined : 

Others  got  off"  the  train  that  evening,  but  my  attention  was  particularly  called  to 
them,  {US  they  yelled  (two  or  three  of  them)  when  they  got  off  the  train.  There  had 
boeu,  for  several  times,  considerable  apprehension,  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  of  a  col- 
lision between  the  races.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  firing  oS  of  guns  at  night. 
I  have  heard  volleys  of  guns  fire  near  my  house.  From  my  house  to  Moore's  house  is 
about  two  or  three  hundred  yards,  and  to  Isaac  Lee's  house  is  about  two  hundred  yards. 
I  saw  no  evidence  on  the  part  of  the  citizens  to  disobey  the  sheriff.  There  was  con- 
siderable excitement  and  confusion.  The  deputy  sheriff  was  with  the  crowd  of  citi- 
zens, and  they  seemed  to  be  acting  with  him  to  ca  pture  Tyler.  At  the  time  I  heard 
the  firing  in  the  court-room,  I  suppose,  from  my  knowledge  of  the  state  of  affiurs, 
that  a  fight  had  begun  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

Reexamined : 

I  had  a  pretty  good  opportunity  of  knowing  the  sentiments  on  both  sides.  There 
•  was  a  good  deal  of  alarm  and  apprehension  on  the  part  of  the  whites,  from  the  shoot- 
ing at  night,  and  what  was  said  to  be  the  talk  of  some  negroes.  The  shooting  that  I 
heai-d  every  night  was  in  that  part  of  the  city  inhabited  by  the  blacks.  I  heard  as 
many  as  twenty  guns  one  night  near  my  house,  and  one  apparently  in  my  back  yard. 
There  was  a  bitter  feeling  against  certain  black  people  on  account  of  their  reported 
threats,  to  the  eft'ecL  that  they  would  burn  the  town  and  kill  the  white  people ;  that 
there  would  be  a  big  fight  between  the  races.  The  negroes  were  Billy  Clopton,  Isaac 
Lee,»and  WaiTen  T^er.  I  heard  this  from  a  black  man  living  next  door  to  Lee,  whose 
name  is  William  Snaw.  He  is  a  tnithfiil  and  honest  negro.  I  heard  of  the  threats 
made  by  Isaac  Lee  against  the  whites  since  his  death,  and  of  the  others  before. 

J.  J.  SHANNON. 


Wiley  Coleman,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  present  in  the  city  when  the  difficulty  began.  I 
did  not  go  into  Parker's  shop.  I  don't  think  I  saw  in  the  shop.  I  don't  know  what 
took  place  in  there.  I  don't  know  who  went  into  Parker's  shop  or  who  came  out.  I 
heard  no  exclamations  inside  the  shop. 

Cross-examined : 

My  brother,  Marcellus,  was  not  in  town  that  evening  at  all ;  D<4oo  was  not  there 
either.  These  are  all  the  brothers  I  have  gi*own,  except  one.  My  father  did  not 
attempt  to  shoot  Sam  Parker  that  I  saw.    He  seemed  excited  and  talking  loud,  as 
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were  a  great  many  of  the  crowd.  I  did  not  interpose  at  any  time  to  prevent  my  &ther 
from  shooting  Parker^  or  any  one  else.  As  soon  as  I  saw  uie  fire  of  Moore's  house  I 
galloped  np  uiere,  being  on  horseback,  and  the  rear  of  the  house  was  on  fire ;  the  front 
had  not  caaght.  There  was  no  furniture  in  the  house  that  I  saw.  I  was  on  my  horse 
and  could  see  through  one  door  and  the  windows.  There  was  at  that  time,  and  for 
some  time  past,  a  considerable  apprehension  of  a  general  attack  from  the  blacks. 

Beexaniined : 

I  saw  in  the  middle  of  the  street  a  pile  of  something,  bedding^  &o.  It  looked  to  be 
about  fifteen  feet  long.  The  doors  were  not  broken  open  that  I  laiow  o£  One  door, 
I  know,  was  dosed,  and  I  think  one  was  open.  I  don't  remember  to  have  seen  any 
more  doors.  * 

W.  T.  eOLEMAN. 


R.  L.  Hbndbbson,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  Meridian,  and  was  in  command  of  a  squad  of  men  during  the 
difficulty.  Don't  remember  who  they  all  were.  Christy  and  Spinner  I  remember,  and 
also  a  young  roan  by  the  name  of  Smith.  We  went,  the  last  time,  to  Moore's  house  in 
the  evening.  I  was  near  the  Phoenix  hotel  when  I  saw  the  fire  of  Moore's  house.  I 
then  went  np  towards  Uie  fire  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  I  supposed  it  was  set  on 
fire  to  draw  the  people  firom  this  portion  of  the  town,  and  did  not  allow  a  man  to  go  to 
the  fire.  I  gave  permission  to  a  few  to  go  as  far  as  Sturges's  comer.  I  think  the  whole 
squad  went  to  the  Presbyterian  church.  We  did  not  remain  there  longer  than  half  an 
hour  and  returned  to  the  hotel.  I  was  acting  under  orders  from  tne  sherifij  and  I 
was  acting  very  cautiously  and  guardedly. 

B.  L.  HENDERSON. 

A.  R.  Welson,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday,  the  6th  day  of  March,  and  in  the  court-room.  I  saw  one 
pistol  fire,  which  was  fired  by  Warren  Tyler.  This  was  the  first  shot  fired  in  the  court- 
room. I  had  two  prisoners  in  my  charge  that  night,  but  don't  know  their  names. 
Hr.  Belk  turned  them  over  to  me  and  told  me  to  get  a  sufficient  guard.  I  took  them 
up  into  the  circuit  clerk's  office  and  got  two  or  three  to  assist  me  in  guarding  them, 
whose  names  I  don't  know.  I  remained  with  them  until  the  sheriff  came  down  from 
sapper.  I  then  told  him  I  would  got  my  supper,  and  left  for  that  purpose,  and  told 
the  sheriff  that  the  prisoners  were  under  the  charge  of  those  men.  I  did  not  return 
to  take  charge  of  them.  I  live  at  Toomsuba  and  went  to  the  depot  to  take  the  train 
for  home.  I  don't  know  what  became  of  the  prisoners.  I  didn't  see  any  armed  men 
come  in  on  the  train  from  Alabama.  I  heard  two  or  three  halloo  when  the  train 
arrived,  as  you  usually  hear  at  depots  on  tiie  arrival  of  trains.  I  didn't  see  the  .5 
o'clock  train  from  Meridian  pass  Toomsuba  the  morning  of  the  7th  of  March. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  sitting,  when  the  difficulty  began  in  the  court-room,  on  the  right  hand  side  of 
the  door  leading  infco  the  sheriff's  office.  Tyler  was  opposite  and  about  two  or  three 
8tep8  from  me.  I  saw  him  draw  his  pistol,  present  it,  and  fire  in  the  direction  of  where 
Judge  Bramlette  was  sitting.  I  didn't  see  Judge  Bramlette  fall.  No  one  was  between 
myself  and  Tyler  when  he  fired.  I  noticed  the  relative  positions  of  Judge  Bramlette 
and  Brantley.  Brantley  was  to  the  left  and  in  front  of  tludge  Bramlette,  about  three 
or  four  feet,  when  Tyler  fired.  Brantley  was  then  three  or  four  feet  from  a  direct  range 
from  Tyler  to  Bramlette. 

A.  R.  WILSON. 


Thomas  Allen,  being  duly  sworn,  says : 

I MQ  not  a  citizen  of  this  place,  but  was  here  on  Monday  night,  the  6th  of  March. 

I  was  a  guard  over  two  negroes  in  the  clerk's  office.  I  was  placed  over  them  by  the 
deputy  sneriff*,  and  remained  there  from  about  7  o'clock  ^ntil  11  o'clock.  I  know  none 
of  the  parties  who  were  guards ;  they  were  all  strangers  to  me.  I  have  been  here  only 
about  tiiree  weeks.  I  only  volunteered  my  services  for  a  short  time.  I  wanted  my 
Bopper,  and  called  from  the  window  for  relief.  Two  men  came  to  relieve  me  and  I  left ; 
uont  know  the  two  men  who  came  up  and  relieved  me.  The  young  man,  don't  know 
nia  name,  who  was  on  guard  with  me,  left  also,  when  the  relief  came.    It  was  about 

II  o'clock  when  I  left  tlie  circuit  clerk's  office.  There  was  no  officer,  that  I  know  of, 
^  charge  of  the  two  negroes  when  I  left.  I  did  not  return  to  whore  the  two  negroes 
were  any  more  that  night. 

THOMAS  ALLEN. 
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Tbo  following  witnesses  for  the  defease  l>eing  introdaced  and  sworn,  say  as  follows: 

J.  W.  McMuLLEN,  being  sworn,  says : 

I  live  at  Meridian  j  am  deputy  clerk  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office,  which  is  in  the 
court-house.  I  was  m  the  court-room  a  part  of  the  time  on  Saturday  evening,  March 
4,  during  a  public  meeting  held  there  by  the  blacks ;  a  part  of  the  time  I  was  in  the 
chancery  clerk's  office  and  on  the  streets.  There  were  about  two  hundred  persons  in 
the  court^room  at  that  meeting.  I  suppose  there  were  some  six  or  eight  whites  in  the 
room.  Public  speeches  were  made  by  William  Dennis,  alias  Cloptou,  Warren  Tyler, 
and  Aaron  Moore.  Dennis  was  the  first  to  speak.  The  object  of  tue  speech  ostensibly 
was  for  peace,  but  the  ^st  of  his  harangue,  while  it  was  not  against  any  particuls^ 
political  party,  was  against  the  white  race,  and  occasionally  against  the  democratic 
party.  Don't  remember  the  expressions  used,  but  the  language  was  of  such  a  nature 
as  to  create  in  my  mind  considerable  alarm,  and  to  such  an  extent  as  to  induce  me  to 
retreat  into  the  chancery  clerk's  office  and  report  to  J.  R.  Smith  the  impressions  that 
were  made  on  my  mind  by  the  harangue  then  being  made  by  William  Dennis,  and  made 
me  remark  to  Smith  that  Dennis  had  a  crowd,  whom  he  was  addressing,  perfectly  under 
his  control,  and  that  I  was  atraid,  or  at  least  was  apprehensive,  that  if  he  had  so  or- 
dered, the  crowd  woul^  even  come  in  and  murder  me  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office; 
that  if  Clopton  would  just  say  there  were  "  White  men  in  the  room,  go  for  them,"  they 
would  have  obeyed  him,  irrespective  of  party.  Then  Smith  said  he  would  go  and  see 
the  sheriff  and  ^et  him  to  stop  it.  Smith  then  left  the  office.  I  remained  until  Dennis 
was  through  with  his  speech.  I  considered  Clopton's  speech  very  inflammatory  from 
what  I  heard  of  it.  The  iliegroes,  in  their  applause,  were  laugliing,  seeminglv  in  re- 
sponse to  the  sentiment  expressinl  by  the  speaker.  The  next  speaker  was  \Varren 
Tyler,  who  mounted  the  stand,  and  before  he  commenced  his  harangue,  unbuckled  hi^ 
pistol  fh)ra  his  waist  and  laid  it  on  the  stand  with  great  sang  froid.  I  became  alarmed 
and  left  the  court-room  and  did  not  remain  to  hear  his  speech,  but  went  out  on  the 
streets.  I  feared  that  some  violence  might  be  committed  on  the  whites  present  I  re- 
turned, however,  about  tlie  time  he  was  closing.  He  seemed  then  to  be  speaking  in  ft 
run  of  good  humor,  but  criticising  the  acts  of  the  whites  and  the  democratic  partv  or  Ku- 
Klux,  which  created  considerable  laughter  among  the  negroes.  Aaron  Moore  spoke  next-. 
As  he  was  going  up  I  caught  him  by  the  sleeve  and  told  him  to  please  make  them  a 
peaceable  speech.  My  object  in  so  telling  him  was  for  him  to  correct  the  bad  impretn 
sions  and  ill  feeling  that  I  thought  had  been  engendered  by  the  previous  speeches. 
His  speech  was  of  such  a  nature  as  to  create  in  my  mind  the  opinion  that  he  was  in  full 
sympathy  with  his  race,  but  did  not  think  that  he  said  anytning  particularly  violent. 
I  sent  arqimd  to  Aaron  Moure  for  him  to  introduce  a  resolution  to  the  effect  that  no 
more  shooting  should  be  carried  on  by  the  blacks.  The  resolution  was  not  introduced. 
I  heard  the  expression  in  reference  to  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  but  don't  know  which  one 
of  the  speakers  used  it.  It  was  to  the  effect  that  Sodom  and  Gomorrah  had  been  burned 
up,  and  possibly  might  be  repeated.  I  heard  one  of  the  speakers  use  this  language: 
"Take  the  Indian  style ;  if  one  is  killed  they  will  have  one  to  pay  for  him."  There 
were  other  illusions  made  to  the  effect  that  if  the  town  burned  down  let  it  bum.  I 
don't  know  who  said  it,  but  think  it  was  Tyler. 

J.  W.  McMULLAN. 


Thomas  Evans,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  court-room  on  Saturday,  March  4,  at  a  meeting  held  by  the  blacks.  1 
heard  the  close  of  Clopton's  speech  and  part  of  Tyler's.  Clopton's  speech  seemed  to 
inflame  and  excite  the  negroes,  and  his  object  seemed  to  be  to  put  other  negroes  for- 
ward and  keep  on  the  good  side  himself.  He  wanted  it  to  appear  as  if  he  were  for 
peace,  but  at  the  same  time  stir  up  strife  among  the  whites  and  blacks.  "  Tyler  seemed 
to  be  against  the  whites  all  the  way  through.  He  abused  them  tremendously,  and  the 
audience  applauded  him.  They  were  principally  colored,  only  six  or  eight  whites  pres^ 
ent.  Some  of  the  remarks  of  Clopton  was:  *'I  have  some  seven  or  eight  hundred  dol- 
loYs  here,  and  expect  to  die  here,  and  that  Ku-Kluxing  had  to  bo  stopped."  Warren 
Tyler  said  that  every  white  man  was  a  Kii-Klux,  and  would  cheat  a  negro  when  he 
could,  and  especially  when  he  got  him  in  figures  he  would  be  sure  to  come  out  amongst 
the  noughts.  Tyler  took  off  his  pistol  and  laid  it  ou  the  stand  when  he  come  out. 
Tyler  said  there  had  been  several  insults  to  him  from  the  whites,  and  if  any  more  did 
it  he  would  slap  them  in  the  face,  and  advised  them  to  do  the  same.  This  remark  VAS 
applauded. 

THOMAS  EVANS. 


Captain  L.  H.  Kbrlee,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  in  the  court-house  when  a  meeting  was  held  on  the  4th  of  March  by 
the  blacks.    I  heard  a  part  of  Clopton's  speech,  and  a  part  of  Tyler's  speech     Tyler 
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introdnced  a  resolntion  for  the  self-protection  of  their  race  against  the  -white  people 
or  the  Ea  Elax.  Htj  then  read  a  list  of  Ku-Klux  outrages,  heginning  with  Adam  Ken- 
nard,  and  then  Joseph  Williams,  and  Kiser,  who  had  a  mark  that  would  follow  him  to 
bis  crave.  All  this  was  received  with  ^eat  applause.  He  afterwards  stated  that  his 
life  had  been  threatened,  aud  the  next  tuna  he  heard  of  it  he  would  get  his  six-shooter, 
hunt  the  man  up  who  threatened  it,  and  walk  his  log. 

Ltm  a,  KERLEE* 


J.  R.  Smith,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  work  in  the  chancery  clerk's  office  when  the  meeting  was  being  held* 
Judge  Gibbons  and  McMullan  told  me  that  the  speeches  were  inflammatory  and  incend- 
iary, and  Gibbons  said  he  was  apprehensive  at  that  time  that  there  might  be  trouble 
in  the  court-room,  and  suggested  leaving  for  safety,  and  went  down  with  me.  As  I 
stepped  to  the  door  I  heard  Dennis  s  aying  something  about  the  Alabamians,  and  that 
they  (the  negroes^  would  t^e  things  into  their  own  hands.  I  thought  it  Was  prudent 
to  notify  the  shenff,  and  did  so. 

J.  R.  SMITH. 


J.  L.  DccK,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  the  northwestern  portion  of  the  city.  I  was  here  durinff  the  fire  on  Satur- 
day night ;  I  was  at  home  when  the  alarm  was  given,  and  came  to  the  fire.  As  J  came 
down  I  saw  two  colored  men ;  I  know  only  one  of  them  by  name — Ned,  I  think — Ned 
Horn.  I  heard  a  conversation  between  them  about  Sturges*  store-house  burning,  and 
heard  one  say :  "  Don't  you  understand  that ;  don't  you  understand  nothing  t"  About 
ihat  time  thej$r  saw  me,  and  ceased.  I  met  another  colored  man,  with  a  pistol  in  his 
hand,  who  said  there  was  a  big  fire  down  in  town,  but  was  afraid  to  go  down  there 
because  there  was  so  much  shooting.  I  had  Just  heard  several  guns  fire  in  the  direc- 
tion from  which  he  had  come.  I  saw  William  Sturges ;  Mardiall  Weir,  colored,  waa 
with  him  ;  I  first  saw  them  in  the  street^  near  Theodore  Sturges'  comer,  coming  down 
Lee  street  toward  the  fire.  My  house  is  about  six  hundred  yards  from  Sturges'.  I 
had  come  at  least  six  hundred  yards  after  I  heard  the  alarm  when  I  saw  Billy  Sturges 
going  to  the  firei  I  had  some  conversation  with  Sturges  about  the  fire.  Sturges  and 
Weir  were  walking  leisurely  along,  and  seemed  to  be  talking  about  something  else ; 
the  fire  could  be  distinctly  seen  from  where  they  were.  I  asked  him  how  and  whera 
the  fire  originated  t  He  said  he  had  no  idea — none  in  the  world.  He  then  said  his 
brother,  who  had  recently  come  here,  was  grieving  over  $200  that  he  had  up  stairs,  and 
was  afraid  to  go  up  there  for  fear  the  roof  might  fall  on  him.  As  soon  as  the  alarm  of 
fire  was  given  that  night,  firing  of  guns  began  simultaneously  in  those  districts  settled 
by  negroes.  I  went  home  about  12  o'clock,  after  the  fire  was  arrested.  After  I  got 
home  the  negro  Methodist  church  bell  rang,  and  in  about  twelve  or  fifteen  minutes  7 
saw  armed  colored  men  running  towards  the  church :  I  saw  but  l;wo  parties  of  armer 
men,  in  number,  about  seven  or  eight.  As  they  left  the  church  that  night,  several 
armed  blacks  passed  near  my  house,  and  about  thirty  or  forty  shots  fired  off.  There 
had  been  for  several  months  a  great  deal  of  disorderly  conduct  on  the  part  of  the 
blacks,  by  firing  off  guns  at  night ;  the  firing  at  night.  I  supposed,  was  by  the  blacks ; 
in  the  day,  I  saw  them.  The  firing  for  several  days  previous  to  the  fire  on  Saturday 
night  waa  very  considerably  increased.  Myself  and  family  were  alarmed  on  account 
of  this  firing,  and  excitement  caused  by  the  fire,  and  asked  that  a  guard  or  patrol  be 
Bent  to  protect  that  part  of  the  city.  I  have  passed  by  the  church,  but  not  very  near ; 
never  saw  armed  guards  there,  but  have  frequently  seen  armed  colored  men  going  to 
and  passing  from  those  ehurches.  I  heard  of:  the  meeting  of  the  blacks  in  the  court- 
house, either  during  or  after  the  fire  on  Saturday  night,  and  that  it  was  an  inflammatory 
and  incendiary  meeting.  There  was  in  the  minds  of  the  public  here  a  general  apprehen- 
sion that  there  mi^ht  he  a  collision  between  the  blacks  and  whites,  growing  out  of  the 
fire  on  Saturdtty  night  and  the  general  disorderly  conduct  of  the  blacks.  * 

JAMES  L.  DUCK. 


James  Martin,  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  the  western  part  of  the  city,  down  the  Jackson  railroad.  I  came  to  the  fire 
Saturday  night;  I  met  Bill  Clopton  as  I  came  to  the  fire ;  I  saw  him  while  the  fire  was 
burning  fire  off  his  pistol  two  or  three  times  on  the  street  leading  to  his  shop ;  I  heard 
him  cursing  and  rearing  considerably  that  night.  I  saw  two  negroes,  as  I  returned 
trom  the  fire,  armed,  ana  standing  near  the  Jones  House,  and  about  one  hundred  and 
fifty  yards  from  the  fire. 

JAMES  MARTIN. 
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J.  G.  Flourmoy,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  here  the  night  of  the  ftre ;  I  went  first  to  Hnrlbntt's  store ;  then  immediately  to 
Btorges' ;  the  fire  had  not  bnmed  through  the  ceiling  overhead  wnen  I  got  there ;  there 
was  no  fire  in  the  lower  storv — ^it  was  overhead,  next  to  Hnrlbntf  s  store,  fifteen  or 
twenty  feet  firom  the  front ;  the  fire  seemed  to  be  some  eight  or  ten  feet  in  length  on 
the  wall,  and  some  three  feet  wide,  extending  from  the  wall;  I  saw  throngh  the  ceiling. 
I  heard  some  threats  as  I  \frent  to  the  fire,  which  were  made  by  a  negro  man,  and  aboat 
this:  ''Damn  her!  bum  her  up!  bum  her  up,  bovs!  Damn  old  Meridian!  she  has 
given  us  a  heap  of  trouble ;  bum  her  all  up  to-niffht!''  This  language  seemed  to  be 
very  earnest.  About  that  time  a  negro  approached  him  and  told  hmi  to  hush;  and  he 
said :  *'  If  you  put  your  hands  on  me,  I  will  kill  you.^  I  then  pointed  out  the  negro  to 
Mr.  Everman,  a  i>oliceman.  That  evening,  about  5  o'clock,  I  was  standing  in  my  store 
door;  I  heard  a  negro  man  B&yto  another:  "There  will  be  crowds  of  people  upon  the 
streets  to-night,  aU  night."  This  was  on  Front  street,  the  same  street  on  which  the 
fire  occurred.  He  further  said  that  there  would  be  crowds  of  people,  both  white  and 
black,  aU  night.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  in  the  minds  of  the  whites  at  that 
time,  causeonom  the  angry  course  pursued  by  the  neoroes. 

J.  G.  FLODRNOY. 


H.  J.  Carter,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  this  place  on  the  night  of  the  fire.    While  going  I  met  a  number  of  negroes 

going  in  the  direction  of  the  African  church,  in  a  different  direction  frt>m  where  the 
re  was.  This  was  while  the  bell  was  rin^ring  the  alum  of  fire.  I  heard  them  talking, 
but  didn't  understand  what  they  said.  I  saw  four  negroes  standing  near  my  house 
after  the  fire  was  quelled,  and  as  I  went  into  the  house  they  discharged  their  guns- 
four  shot  iu  the  air.  I  went  then  with  a  young  lady  to  the  next  door,  and  returned 
and  went  into  the  house,  when  another  shot  was  fired  which  struck  the  paling  in  front 
of  the  window.  I  saw  the  sign  of  two  buckshot  next  morning.  Later  in  the  night 
I  heard  a  good  many  shots  fired  near  by,  and  a  good  deal  of  loud  and  angry  talking. 
I  stepped  out  and  heard  some  of  the  language.  It  was  light  enough  to  see  th^  they 
were  negroes.  Heard  one  say  in  a  loud  voice,  "Get  your  guns."  Another  said,  "Our 
guns  are  over  yonder; "  one  said,  "  Somebody  has  got  knocked  down ;"  and  another 
said,  "  You'll  see  whether  they  ever  get  back  or  not."  Some  one  iu  that  crowd  said  to 
a  negro  woman,  as  they  passed  her  cabiu,  "  You'll  hear  the  roll-call  before  day."  The 
throng  moved  rapidly  toward  the  church,  and  I  heard  the  bell  ring  in  about  five 
minutes.  I  stated  that  I  did  not  understand  anything  the  negroes  were  ta^lking  about, 
as  I  went  to  the  fire.  I  did  speak  to  one  of  them,  asking  him  if  he  was  ^ing  to  ihe 
fire.    He  said,  "  I  am  going  to  take  care  of  myself; "  he  was  very  short  about  it,  too. 

H.  J.  CARTER. 


W.  G.  Prinole,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  about  eight  miles  east  of  Meridian.  I  was  here  on  Saturday,  March  4,  and 
left  town  about  2  o'clock  that  day.  Isaac  Pringle,  colored,  left  with  me.  I  met,  about 
one  and  a  half  miles  from  town,  armed  negroes  coming  into  town.  I  saw  as  many  as 
five  or  six  in  one  crowd.  They  were  armed  with  guns,  some  of  them ;  my  inapression 
was  that  they  all  had  guns.  I  came  to  town  often ;  never  saw  such  before.  I  saw,  in 
^1,  coming  armed  to  town,  about  or  at  least  fifteen.  I  learned  that  about  one  hundred 
colored  men  have  left  the  vicinity  from  which  these  colored  men  came  since  the  diffi- 
culty here. 

W.  G.  PRINGLE. 


Isaac  Prinole,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town,  with  Mr.  Pringle,  on  Satmxlay,  the  4th  instant^  and  when  out  with 
him,  I  met  armed  negroes  coming  to  town,  at>ont  a  mile  and  a  halt  from  town.    I  think 

there  were,  at  least,  fifteen. 

his 
ISAAC  X  PRINGLE. 
mark. 


Feux  Levt,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town  the  night  of  the  fire,  on  the  comer  of  Lee  and  Sydney,  which  is  one 
square  frx)m  where  the  tire  began.  I  saw  the  smoke  coming  out  of  Sturges'  store  beforo 
the  alarm  was  given.  I  then  gave  the  alarm.  I  saw  William  Sturges  alx»ut  that  time; 
met  him  just  above  the  Jones  House,  going  from  the  fire.  I  ran  back  and  called  him 
by  name,  and  told  hUn  Ids  house  was  on  fire.    I  was  about  twenty  yards  from  him.    I 


I 
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called  to  him  with  a  loud  voice  and  said  his  house  was  on  fife.  He  made  no  leply ; 
never  tamed  back.  He  was  walking  his  usoal  gait.  He  did  not  qoicken  his  pace 
when  I  told  him.  I  saw  him  on  Sunday,  after  the  fire,  and  asked  if  he  heard  me  tell 
him  his  hoose  was  on  fire,  and  he  answered,  ^'yes."  and  that  he  was  going  home  after 
the  key.  Didn't  hear  Sturges  give  any  alarm  oi  fire,  either  before  or  after  I  notified 
him.  When  I  met  Mr.  Sturges  he  was  about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  his  store. 
There  was  a  large  volume  of  smoke  coming  out  of  the  store-house  when  I  discovered  it, 
and  in  about  five  or  ten  minutes  the  fire  was  flaming  through  the  roof.  I  staid  at  my 
market-house;  saw  one  armed  negro  coming  to  the  fire,  it  was  Billy  Clopton. 

F.  LEVY. 


Lb  B.  EvBRMAiT,  sworn,  testified: 

I  was  up  near  the  Jones  House  after  the  fire;  saw  a  body  of  armed  negroes  there, 
while  the  fire  was  still  n^ng.  Clopton  was  among  the  crowd,  and  seemed  to  be  the 
controlling  spirit  among  them.  There  were  agreat  many  threats  made  against  the 
whites,  and  said  that  the  whites  had  set  fire  to  Sturges'  store  because  Sturges  was  a 
fiiend  of  theirs,  and  were  willing  to  see  the  town  bum ;  that  poor  Billy  Stages  had 
been  bnmed  out  now  by  the  damned  rebels,  and  that  they  would  see  that  uiey  got 
even;  that  they  were  wiUing  to  take  part  against  the  whites,  and  bum  the  town  up. 
I  was  there  about  an  hour  or  two  trying  to  keep  down  a  disturbance ;  don't  remember 
of  seeing  Pelton  that  time.  Everybody  seemed  to  be  armed  that  night.  Most  every- 
body, for  the  last  month  or  two,  have  been  carrying  side-arms,  perhaps  prompted  by 
the  fiBeling  between  the  blacks  and  whites,  and  apprehension  of  danger  produced  by 
continued  shooting  at  night.  I  have  been  a  policeman  and  know  there  has  been  con- 
siderable alami  on  the  p£rt  of  the  whites  for  some  time  back. 

L.  B.  EVEKMAN. 


Mary  Cultt,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  this  city  on  Saturday,  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  living  on  the  comer  of  the 
block  that  was  burnt,  and  in  the  rear  of  Sturges'  store,  about  two  rods:  there  was  no 
house  interv^ening.  I  saw  three  persons  in  the  back  door,  who  usuallj^  staid  in  the 
store..  They  have  waited  on  me  in  the  store.  They  closed  tne  store  as  if  for  night.  I 
went  then  into  my  own  house,  and  about,  or  between,  fifteen  and  thirty  minutes  after 
this  the  alarm  of  fire  was  given.  I  then  came  again  to  my  back  door  and  heard  per- 
sons walking  in  Sturges'  store.  The  fire  was  then  coming  through  the  roof,  the  flame 
about  the  size  of  a  flour  baneL    I  heard  explosions  as  of  kegs  of  powder  while  the 

house  was  burning. 

her 
MAET  +  CULTY. 
^    mark. 


Mrs.  Hattis  Scott,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  living  in  the  same  house  with  Mary  Culty.  The  alarm  of  fire  was  given  at 
fifteen  minutes  after  seven,  by  my  dock.  I  went  into  the  kitchen  after  the  alarm.  I 
had  a  carpet  on  the  fioor ;  had  no  coal  oil  on  the  place,  except  that  in  the  lamps, 
which  were  taken  out  without  loss.  When  I  took  up  the  carpet  it  was  saturated  with 
ooal  oil ;  the  kitchen  was  situated  next  to  Sturges,  and  the  oaok  door  could  not  be 
fastened  and  stood  open  all  the  time. 

HATTIE  SCOTT. 


A.  G.  Fjreideritcb,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  town  on  the  night  of  the  fire,  and  was  among  the  first  who  got  there,  and 
before  the  fiames  burnt  through  the  roof  of  Sturges'  store.  The  front  door  was  closed. 
I  stood  there  a  short  time  and  some  parties  lm)ke  open  the  door  and  began  to  take  the 
things  out.  One  of  the  first  wim  came  out  with  goods  was  Pelton :  did  not  see  him  ^o 
io,  and  think  I  would  have  seen  nim  if  he  had  gone  in  with  the  others.  I  have  felt,  in 
my  own  mind,  certain  that  Pelton  was  not  one  of  those  who  went  in  at  the  front 
doo^  for  I  was  looking  to  see  who  would  tc^  the  goods  out.  The  nro  was  next  to 
Hnrlbutf  B,  and  in  the  up-stairs  of  Sturges'  store,  about  two  or  three  feet  from  the 
Wall,  and  nearer  the  front  than  the  rear  ot  the  store.  I  was  in  the  court-room  leaning 
against  the  wall,  near  thp  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  office,  when  the  difficulty  began. 
I  saw  who  fired  the  first  pistol-shot ;  it  was  a  negro  they  called  Warren  Tyler.    I  saw 
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him  when  he  rose  from  his  seat^tepping  toward  the  door  and  drawing  his  pistol.  I 
could  see  Jndge  Bramlette  and  Warren  Tyler  well.  Tyler  drew  his  pistol  wh«i  ahout 
a  step  from  the  door.  I  think  Tyler  aimed  at  Judge  Bramlette,  from  the  manner  he 
presented  his  pistol.  I  think  there  were  about  seventy-five  blacks  in  the  court-room, 
in  tbe  rear.  There  seemed  to  be  a  pause  of  about  five  seconds  from  the  first  shot,  and 
then  the  firing  became  general. 

Cross-examined : 

I  saw  the  smoke  from  IVler's  pistol.  I  was  to  the  side  of  Tyler,  about  six  feet  from 
him.  Afrer  the  pause,  and  as  soon  as  the  firing  began,  the  negroes  went  out  of  the 
court-room.  I  don't  know  how  many  went  out  or  how  fast.  I  went  into  the  chancery 
clerk's  office  as  soon  as  the  firing  began. 

Reexamined : 

I  saw  Bramlette's  head  drop  on  his  right  shoulder  at  the  first  shot ;  heard  shots  all 
t>v«sr  the  house. 

A.  G.  FREIDERITCE. 


Robert  West,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  the  fire.  I  saw  Wm.  Sturges  lock  his  door,  and  in  about  fifteen  or  twenty 
minutes  c^ter,  I  saw  the  smoke  and  neard  the  alarm.  Wm.  Sturges  told  me  that  his 
brother  had  $1,000  burnt  up  in  his  house.  He  said  the  fire  began  between  his  house  and 
Hurlbutt's,  in  the  upper  story.  Saw  a  body  of  armed  negroes  near  the  Jones  House 
that  night ;  they  were  few  in  number.  I  saw  Clopton  fire  oft'  his  pistol  about  three 
times.  He  was  cursing,  swearing,  and  talking  angry,  saying  if  the  God  damned  white 
people  wanted  war  let  them  come  out,  we  are  as  ready  now  as  we'll  ever  be.  The 
general  understanding  is  that  Clopton,  Tyler^  and  Moore  are  the  leaders  of  the  negroes 

here.  

R.  E.  H.  WEST. 


J.  D.  KuNE,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  court  room  when  the  difficultjr  began ;  saw  Tyler  draw  his  pistol  three 
or  four  feet  from  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  office.  I  was  standing  where  I  could 
see  him  until  he  ran  into  the  sheriff's  office.  After  getting  to  the  door  it  appeared  to 
me  that  he  rested  his  pistol  on  the  facing  and  fired ;  then  Judge  Branliletto  teil,  I  am 
certain  that  Tyler  aimed  at  Bramlette,  as  Brantley  was  about  three  or  four  feet  3ut  of 
the  range,  and  Tyler  rested  his  pistol  on  the  facing  of  the  door.  I  was  where  I  could 
see  Tyler  well.  I  saw  Hugh  Wilson  on  the  street  after  the  escape  of  Tyler,  and  be- 
fore Tvler  was  shot  j  he,  Wilson,  had  no  arms  that  I  saw.  I  noticed  Judge  Bramlette^s 
wound;  am  a  physician,  and  give  my  opinion  that  the  ball  entered  the  left  temple. 
The  examination  was  hurried.    A  number  of  shots  came  from  the  rear  of  the  house. 

Cross-examined : 

Don't  know  who  fired  in  the  court-room  except  Tyler.  I  started  into  an  alley  in  the 
rear  of  Parker's  shop,  when  Hugh  Wilson  told  me  not  to  go  in  there.  We  were  then 
actipg  under  the  deputy  sheriff,  Belk.  Brantley  had  given  in  his  testimony,  when  Ty^ 
ler  told  him  to  keep  the  stand ;  that  he  wanted  to  introduce  two  witnesses  to  impeach 
his  testimony.  Brantley  asked  him  what  he  had  said,  and  Tyler  repeated  it.  Then 
Brantley  went  towards  the  table  and  caught  hold  of  a  stick  which  was  lying  on  the 
table,  and  advanced  about  two  feet  when  Fatten  caught  him.  Tyler  then  was  retreat- 
ing towards  the  door  and  said,  don't  you  hit  me  with  that  stick,  Mr.  Brantley.  He  spoke 
in  a  threatening  tone  of  voice.  When  Tyler  fired,  Patton  had  Brantley  tight  and  fast. 
I  saw  no  exertion  of  Brantley  to  get  loose  from  Patton.  Tyler  did  not  shoot  at  ran- 
dom. I  marked  the  special  coolness  of  Tyler.  He  steadied  himself  at  the  door  before 
he  fired.    Some  people  shoot  wide  of  their  mark,  but  I  don't  think  Tyler  did. 

J.  D.  KLINE. 


G.  S.  Covert,  being  sworn,  testified  i 

When  I  came  to  the  fire  I  saw  Clopton  in  front  of  Sturges'  store.  Heard  him  say  it 
was  a  while  man's  fire,  let  it  bum.  He  repeated  it  open,  with  cursing,  saying,  God 
damn  them^  let  it  bum.  I  saw  Wm.  and  T.  Sturges  take  him  one  by  each  arm.  Wil- 
liam told  him  he  was  talking  too  much,  and  that  he  must  go  home.  I  asked  Wm.  Stiir- 
"fis  why  he  was  not  arrested ;  he  gave  me  no  reply.    Near  the  Jones  House  I  saw  a 
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large  crowd  of  negroes ;  they  nearly  blackened  the  streets.  A  white  man  was  in  the 
crowd  apparently  threatened  by  them.  I  ran  into  the  ciowd  and  called  a  halt.  I  saw 
Pelton  there  in  the  crowd,  for  the  first  time,  and  Billy  Clopton.  The  w^hite  man  who 
seemed  to  be  threatened  by  them  was  asking  for  the  arrest  of  Clopton,  saying  that  Clop- 
ton had  shot  at  him  five  or  six  times.  Clopton  said  he  was  a  Ood  damn  liar ;  he  never 
bad  shot.  I  asked  Pelton  why  he  did  not  arrest  him ;  he  either  did  not  hear  me  or 
paid  no  attention  to  me.  Pelton  then  had  Clopton  by  the  arm  and  was  talking  to  him. 
Adams  then  came  np ;  I  thought  he  was  a  policeman.  Adams  asked  Clopton  what  was 
the  matter,  and  Clopton  slapped  him  on  the  breast,  saying,  damn  you,  don't  ask  me 
what's  the  matter.  The  negroes  then  cocked  their  guns,  and  said  thej  would  stand  by 
QenenEj  Clopton.  I  pushed  guns  out  of  my  wi^,  and  asked  Adams  if  he  needed  any 
help  to  arrest  the  man.  I  then  went  down  on  Front  street  and  told  every  white  man  I 
saw,  that  if  IJiey  did  not  go  over  to  the  Jones  House  there  would  be  some  white  man 
killed  by  the  negroes.  I  went  back  alone  about  five  minutes  afterward  and  the  crowd 
had  left.    They  made  many  threats  that  I  have  not  stated. 

G.  S.  COVERT. 


Mrs.  John  Bush,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  on  Lee  street,  next  door  to  Rush's  stable.  .Was  at  home  when  the  fire  occurred. 
Heard  the  alarm  of  fire  given  that  night,  and  came  out  immediately.  I  saw  William 
Stnrges,  (white,)  Marshall  Weir,  and  two  other  negroes  and  a  white  man  whom  I 
didn^  recognize,  pass  up  the  street  toward  the  residence  of  Sturges,  firom  the  direction 
of  the  fire.  They  were  not  traveling  the  way  he  usually  went  home,  that  time.  He 
was  across  the  street  in  the  common,  near  the  Catholic  church.  He  usually  passed  on 
the  sidewalk  near  my  house.  Xhe  moon  was  shining  very  bright  that  night.  Stnrges 
was  passing  across  the  common,  and  not  in  a  direct  route  from  the  store  to  his  house. 
The  route  he  usually  traveled  was  the  direct  route.  I  saw  him  plainly,  and  am  well 
acquainted  with  him  by  sight,  and  saw  him  every  day  passing  my  house.  William 
Sturges  had  an  arm-full  of  account  books;  one  ot  the  negroes  was  carrying  a  box, 
painted  green,  and  about,  the  size  of  tin  boxes  usually  kept  for  valuable  papers.  It 
seemed  to  be  pretty  heavy.  They  were  walking  a  little  faster  than  the  usual  gtiit. 
The  alarm  of  fire  tnen  was  general.  I  could  see  the  fire  when  I  first  saw  Sturges  and 
company.  The  fire  could  have  been  seen  from  where  they  were.  They  did  not  turn 
their  heads,  but  continued  in  the  direction  of  Sturges's  house.  Did  not  notice  the 
alarm  of  fire. 

V.  E.  RUSH. 


H.  N.  Berry,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  on  Saturday  evening,  March  4,  at  a  public  meeting  held  by  the  negroes 
in  the  court-house.    Heard  the  speeches  of  all  that  spoke.    I  heard  Clopton  say  in  his 
speech  that  they  were  going  to  organize  themselves  in  a  body,  and  that  they  would 
displace  the  present  officers  and  put  in  officers  who  would  do  their  duty,  or  do  it  them- 
selves ;  and  that  if  the  people  didn't  mind  the  city  would  be  in  ashes  in  less  thim  three 
weeks.    These  grie\ances  seemed  to  be  that  the  people  had  come  over  here  from  Ala- 
bama, and  the  officers  had  failed  to  arrest  them.    He  spoke  of  war,  and  said  they  were 
talking  of  war  between  the  whites  and  blacks,  and  to  let  it  oome ;  now's  the  time ;  or 
sometmng  to  that  efiect.    His  speech  was  filled  with  such  as  the  above,  and  I  consid- 
ered it  inflammatonr  and  incendiary,  and  excited  the  whites  present  very  much,  and 
alarmed  them.    Tyler  spoke  of  a  good  many  blacks  having  been  killed,  and  that  the 
time  had  come  for  them  to  take  things  into  their  own  hands;  and  illustrated  it  by 
saying  tliat  if  the  Indians  lost  a  man  they  would  have  a  man,  whether  they  got  the 
right  man  or  not.    And  that  the  democratic  party  were  Ku-Elux ;  that  he  had  been 
advised  to  leave  here,  and  the  next  man,  white  or  black,  that  advised  him  to  leave,  he 
would  slap  him  in  the  mouth ;  this  is  the  black  man's  country ;  that  they  had  built 
the  houses,  the  railroads,  and  cleared  off  the  forests.    When  all  this  was  done  the 
white  man  was  figuring  them  to  hell.    I  considered  his  whole  speech  made  up  of 
inflammatory  and  incendiary  phrases.    I  think  it  alarmed  the  whites  present.    I  heard 
Hoore  say  if  there  was  a  city  like  Sodom  and  Gomorrah,  Meridian  certainly  was.    It 
was  said,  in  this  connection,  that  unless  stops  were  taken  for  their  prot-ection,  this  city 
might  be  burnt  up,  as  the  other  speakers  had  said,  for  if  t^ere  ever  was  a  Sodom  and 
Gomorrah  in  the  world,  Meridian  certainly  was.    Moore  said,  we  will  take  the  sign 
and  signal  of  the  old  Loyal  League,  (you  all  know  that^  and  you  must  be  prompt.    All 
yoii  that  are  going  to  stick  to  it,  let  it  be  known  by  raising  your  hand.    Most  of  them 
raieed  both  han£,  and  yelling.    The  meeting  was  composed  of  negroes,  except  some 
ten  or  twelve. 

H.  N.  BERRY. 
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W.  A.  Paynb,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  started  to  the  fire  when  the  first  alarm  was  ffiven,  and  got  there  Jast  as  it  was 
boming  out  through  th^  top  of  the  house.  The  fire  oroke  oat  nest  to  Hnrlbntt's,  about 
half  wav  the  store.  Did  not  see  Sturges  when  I  got  there.  I  know  nothing  of  the 
cause  of  the  fire.    The  fire  was  in  the  second  story  of  the  building. 

W.  A.  PAYNE. 


Wm.  Shaw,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  know  Isaac  Lee  very  well ;  he  liyed  near  me.  I  saw  Isaac  Saturday  eyenhi^  of  the 
fire.  The  night  of  the  fire  and  after  the  fire  I  met  Isaac  Lee.  He  asked  me  if  I  had 
heard  that  Billy  Dennis  had  been  killed.  I  told  him  no.  He  said,  why  don't  yon  go 
and  get  your  gun  and  go  down  there  to  protect  him  f  I  told  him  I  had  no  gun.  He 
asked  me  if  I  nad  an  axe.  I  told  him  I  had,  but  was  not  going  down  there  to  pat  my- 
self in  danger  for  him.  He  then  left  me  and  went  up  to  the  colored  Methodist  church, 
saying  he  was  goins  up  there  after  men  to  go  down  town  after  Billy  Dennis  or  Clopton. 
I  neard  the  bellof  mo  church  ring  soon  after,  and  saw  about  a  dozen  colored  men  going 
in  that  direction.  I  have  often  heard  Isaac  Lee  using  threatening  language  about  white 
people  here  in  town,  especially  when  he  was  diii&ng ;  when  sober  he  was  a  civil 

man. 

his 
WM.  +  SHAW. 

mark. 


W.  W.  Sbbareb,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  came  into  the  court-house  a  few  moments  before  the  difficulty  commenced.  I  think 
I  can  say,  positively,  that  Warren  Tyler  fired  the  first  pistol-shot.  I  was  looking  right 
at  him,  my  attention  having  been  called  in  that  direction  by  Mr.  Brantley  seizing  the 
stick.  The  pec^le  here  were  getting  very  much  excited  on  Saturday  night  of  the  fire, 
and  had  been  somewhat  excited  ror  some  time  before.  I  mean  the  excitement  in- 
creased on  Saturday  nieht  and  Sunday  following.  On  Monday  I  don't  think  it  gprew 
any  less — still  continued.  The  excitement  was  occasioned  fh>m  rumors  of  the  conduct 
of  some  turbulent  negroes — ^Warren  T^ler,  Aaron  Moore  and  others :  some  white  men 
also.  Sturges  and  Pelton  are  the  white  men  I  refer  to.  For  montns  past  there  has 
been  a  great  deal  of  shooting  about  my  house.  It  was  very  annoying ;  frequently 
heard  shots  passing  through  tne  trees.  Did  not  expect  to  be  shot  myself,  unless  from  a 
stray  shot.  I  think  Aaron  Moore.  Warren  Tyler,  Henry  Johnson,  Billy  Clopton,  Wm. 
Sturges,  and  Tom  Pelton  were  tne  lea<ling  influential  men  among  the  negroes  here. 
During  the  night  of  the  fire  some  one  told  me  that  Billy  Clopton  was  very  turbulent, 
and  requested  me  to  go  to  the  mayor,  Wm.  Sturges,  and  request  him  to  stop  Clopton. 
I  did  so  and  Storges  left  me,  going  in  the  direction  of  Clopton. 

W.  W.  SHEASEB. 


T.  R.  McOORMiCK,  sworn,  testified : 

As  I  was  going  from  the  fire  on  Saturday  night.  Just  as  I  cot  to  the  gate  in  the  rear 
of  Stur^'  dwemng,  leading  ioto  his  lot,  I  saw  a  wagon,  and  a  negro  come  running  up 
and  said  Clopton  had  been  killed  and  we  would  have  revenge,  and  called  for  guns. 
The  pegro  jumped  into  the  wagon  and  commenced  landing  out  guns.  I  saw  about  a 
dozen  negroes  and  I  P^ss^  on.  The  wagon  was  turned,  as  if  gomg  into  the  gate  in 
Sturges'  back  yard.  There  had  been  considerable  shooting  around  my  house  which 
alarmed  my  family.  I  heard  guns  rattling  in  the  wagon  as  if  there  might  have  been 
half  a  wagon  load.    I  became  alarmed  and  went  on. 

THos.  R.  Mccormick. 


R.  N.  RSA,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  shot  at  by  some  one  on  my  way  home  the  night  of  the  fij*e.  I  was  at  that  time 
opposite  the  old  residence  of  Mr.  Ball,  going  home  £>m  the  fire.  The  party  that  fired 
the  gun  was  some  seventy-five  or  eighty  yards  from  me.  One  shot  struck  me  on  the 
knee  and  one  on  the  finger.  I  heard  the  other  shots  striking  the  palings  beyond  me. 
Q.  T.  Mclnnis  was  witli  me  at  the  time  I  was  shot. 

R.  N.  REA. 
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G.  T.  McInkis,  being  sworn^  testified: 

I  was  with  Sea  going  home  from  the  fire,  and  was  also  shot ;  one  shot  struck  me  on 
the  hand  and  one  on  the  neck.    There  was  ont  one  shot  fired  at  as. 

G.  T.  McINNIS. 


H.  M.  SwANNy  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place.  I  went  to  the  fire  on  Saturday  night.  I  was  shot  at  as 
I  was  {^ing  to  the  fire,  or  I  suppose  so ;  the  ball  whistled  close  by  me  while  I  was  pass- 
ing KliDg's  shop.  I  saw  four  men  standing  there  in  the  shade  of  Kling's  shop;  I  tnink 
they  were  black.  There  was  considerable  firing  all  over  town  when  the  alarm  of  fire 
was  given.  I  was  in  town  on  Monday  after  the  difficulty.  I  was,  not  on  horseback 
after  the  difficulty  occurred.  Ike  Adams  was  not  on  horseback  that  I  saw ;  I  saw  aim 
on  foot.  I  was  standing  in  front  of  the  house  of  Thos.  W.  Coleman,  talking  to  him 
and  Mr.  Ball  when  the  gun  shot  that  wounded  Isaac  Lee,  as  I  suppose,  was  fired. 
From  Coleman's  house  to  the  African  «hnrch,  upon  a  direct  line,  is  about  three  hun- 
dred yards.    The  first  time  I  saw  Isaac  Lee  that  evening  was  after  he  had 


through  Mr.  Houston's  yard,  imd  waa  coming  on  through  the  lot  in  rear  of  Mr.  Hous- 
ton's and  making  his  way  toward  town.  I  have  heara  that  my  life  had  been  threat- 
ened by  the  negroes,  because  I  had  helped  to  arrest  Price  here. 

Cross-examined: 

I  supposed  the  shot  I  heard  while  standing  with  Coleman  and  Ball  was  the  shot 
which  wounded  Lee,  because  the  onl^  man  I  saw  in  the  direction  of  where  I  heard  the 
shot  was  a  man  on  a  gray  horse  coming  from  that  direction  with  a  gun  in  his  hand  and 
goiuff  towards  Mr.  Houston's.  I  afterward  saw  Isaac  Lee  coming  from  the  direction 
of  Mr.  Houston's  lot  through  MoBay's  lot,  shot  through  the  arm ;  dont  know  the  man 
on  the  gray  horse,  he  did  not  come  up  where  we  were.  Ike  Adams  may  have  been  on 
horseback  that  evening  and  I  not  know  it. 

H.  M.  SWANN. 


T.  E.  Williams,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place.  I  was  arrested  one  night  about  9  o'clock,  near  the  col- 
ored Methodist  church,  by  negroes  while  walking  along  the  street.  There  were  about 
fifteen  in  the  crowd  that  arrested  me ;  some  had  guns ;  aon't  know  whether  they  all  had 
guns  or  not ;  I  noticed  in  several  places  one  or  two  ne^oes  standing  as  if  upon  guard. 
They  were  standing  upon  the  comers  of  the  streets.  Mr.  Hurlbutt  Hodges  was  with 
me,  who  is  another  white  man.    They  questioned  us  and  released  us,  and  after  we  had 

gotten  off  about  ten  steps  they  fired  off  some  g^ns.  There  was  no  Ught  in  the  church, 
at  the  doors  of  the  church  were  filled  with  people.  This  arrest  was  made  about  a 
^cek  before  the  difficdltv;  Warren  Tyler  was  in  tne  crowd  that  airested  me,  and  seemed 
anxious  that  we  should  be  killed. 

T.  £.  WILLIABfiS. 


HcBLBUTT  Hodges,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  am  a  citizen  of  this  place  ;  I  was  present  .with  T.  £.  Williams,  and  was  arrested 
with  him  near  the  Methodist  church;  I  have  been  present  during  his  examination,  and 
the  facts  that  he  deposed  to  are  true. 

F.  HURLBUTT  HODGES. 


Alexandkb  Mitchell,  colored,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  this  place  and  do  business  at  the  Vicksburg  Depot ;  I  was  there  the  evening 
of  the  fire.  I  saw  the  house  on  fire  about  7  or  half-past  7  o'clock.  I  went  to  the  fire 
when  I  saw  it.  It  appeared  to  me  to  be  between  Mr.  Sturges  and  Mr.  Hurlbutt's  stores. 
1  saw  inside  of  Sturges'  store  as  soon  as  I  got  there,  and  the  fire  was  blazing  down 
stairs.  Myself  and  Ben  Cblemau,  colored,  were  the  first  that  got  there,  and  when  I 
got  there  Sturges'  door  was  thrown  open.  I  could  see  the  blaze  through  Hurlbutt's 
window,  but  saw  none  above  the  top  of  the  house.  I  saw  smoke  coming  over  the  top. 
At  that  time  there  had  been  no  general  alarm  of  fire  given,  and  I  heard  but  one  cry 
fire.  When  I  went  to  Sturges'  store  and  saw  the  door  open  and  two  men  in  the  store, 
one  standing  on  the  counter  and  one  near  the  door,  I  attempted  to  go  in,  but  was  told 
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not  to  go  in  there  by  those  men.  I  don't  know  whether  t^ey  were  white  or  colored 
men.  I  went  back  towards  home  and  met  Mr.  Taylor  at  the  comer  of  Hurlbutt':} 
store,  who  told  me  to  break  Hnrlbntt's  door  open,  which  I  did.  Saw  the  two  men  nm 
out  of  Stnrges'  store  and  go  off  when  we  broke  open  Hurlbatt's  door. 

his 
ALEXANDER  -f  MITCHELL, 
mark. 


J.  R.  Phillifs,  being  swom^  testified : 

I  am  a  practicing  physician  in  this  place.    I  made  an  occnlar  examination  of  the 
wound  of  Judge  Bramlette.    My  conviction  was  that  the  ball  entered  the  left  temple. 

J.  R.  PHILLIPS. 


Jack  Williams,  being  sworn,  testified :  > 

I  cut  Warren  Tyler's  hair  the  evening  he  was  kiUed.  He  stated  then  that  if  he  was 
killed  that  evening  he  wanted  to  die  looking  like  a  gentleman,  and  that  he  expected 
that  would  be  the  last  time  I  would  ever  have  a  chance  to  cut  his  hair.  I  saw  that  he 
had  a  pistol  on  then.  He  was  not  in  my  shop  when  I  cut  his  hair,  but  ^  in  a  ooloied 
bar-room.  He  left  me  and  went  immediately  up  into  the  court-room.  The  pistol  was 
a  navy  six. 

his 
JACK  -4-  WILLIAMS, 
mark. 

J.  O.  Chables,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  Aaron  Moore's  house  while  it  was  burning.    The  fire  had  burnt  up  the  old 

gortion  or  the  north  wing  of  the  house,  and  was  Just  getting  into  the  new  part  of  the 
ouse.  The  back  doors  were  closed,  the  iront  doors  were  open ;  the  windows  had  no 
blinds  and  the  sash  were  down.  I  looked  into  the  house ;  I  was  about  twenty-five  feet 
from  the  house.  I  saw  no  furniture  in  the  house.  It  was  a  bright,  moonlight  night, 
and  a  great  light  from  the  fire.  I  could  see  through  the  building  from  the  light  of  the 
fire.  K  there  had  been  any  furniture  in  the  house  I  had  a  ^ood  opportunity  to  have 
seen  it.    If  it  had  been  well  furnished  with  furniture,  I  certainly  would  have  seen  it 

Cross-examined : 

There  might  have  been  carpets  on  the  floor,  but  I  hardly  think  so.  I  observed  the 
house  closely  for  fhmlture,  but  saw  none. 

J.  O.  CHARLES. 


R.  T.  Hancock,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  this  place  and  am  a  printer  at  the  Mercury  office.  I  was  in  town  on  Satur- 
day night  of  the  fire.  I  heard  several  guns  that  night.  As  I  went  t<o  the  fire  I  was 
shot  at.  About  three  hundred  yards  &om  the  fire,  just  as  I  turned  the  comer  of  a 
fence,  a  negro  rose  up  and  fired  at  me,  the  ball  grazing  my  hair.  I  kept  on  to  the  fire. 
There  were  several  other  guns  fired  immediately  fix)m  about  the  same  place. 

R.  T.  HANCOCK. 


Jerre  Hobn,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  live  in  this  place.  I  was  here  on  Monday  evening;  the  6th  of  March.  I  was  with 
my  father,  A.  G.  Horn,  on  that  evening.  I  did  not  see  him  take  hold  of  Dred  Finlev. 
I  was  with  him  when  he  spoke  to  Finley  while  standing  near  Finley's  shop.  He  made 
no  attempt  to  take  hold  of  him,  or  shoot  or  strike  him.  I  was  looking  at  him  at  the 
time. 

Cross-examined : 

I  was  with  my  father  all  the  evening.  I  know  he  could  not  have  taken  hold  of  Fin- 
ley  without  my  seeing  him.  1  was  up  at  Moore's  honse  about  7  or  9  o'clock  p.  m.,  with 
Captain  Henderson's  squad;  was  not  there  at  any  time  later  than  that,  ft  was  the 
squad  of  Captain  R.  L.  Henderson ;  he  was  there  with  his  squad.  I  saw  several  go 
into  Moore's  house,  but  don't  know  their  names.  Don't  know  of  any  ono  breaking  up 
any  furniture.  I  think  they  broke  a  glass  in  getting  into  the  house.  The  windows 
and  doors  at  that  time  were  all  fastened.  The  squad  staid  about  ten  or  fifteen  minutes 
and  then  left.  Didn't  hear  them  say  why  they  went  in,  but  think  they  went  in  to  hunt 
for  Moore. 

JERRE  HORN. 


MISSISSIPPI.  -161 

Mrs.  W.  C.  DOBBS,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  in  the  northern  part  of  the  city,  about  a  quarter  or  half  a  milo  from  tho  court- 
house^  I  was  at  home  on  Saturday  the  4th  of  March  when  the  fire  occurred.  I  came  out 
on  the  street  that  night.  I  saw  one  negro  man  during  the  fire.  I  heard  a  good  many 
negro  men  tsQklng.  They  seemed  to  be  going,  some  toward  the  African  church  and 
some  toward  town.  I  heanl  a  good  deal  of  firing  off  of  guns  that  night,  some  and 
most  of  them  towards  the  African  church,  and  some  on  the  other  side  of  town.  I  heard 
the  negroes  say  they  were  glad.  The  questions  were  asked  so  low  that  I  did  not  hear 
them,  and  heard  them  ask  if  they  were  going  to  town  and  heard  answer  that  they 
would  risk  going  to  the  top  of  the  lull.  I  have  seen  several  fires  since  I  have  lived  here ; 
the  conduct  of  the  negroes  at  this  last  fire  was  different  from  heretofore.  The  streets 
heretofore  have  been  thronged  with  negroes  rushing  to  the  fires ;  on  that  night  the  negro 
man  I  saw  was  going  in  a  direction  &om  the  fire  and  he  had  a  gun  upon  his  shoulder. 
The  indiscriminate  firing  of  guns  during  the  fire  wais  very  unusual.  The  firing  of  guns 
that  night  and  the  conduct  of  the  negroes  gave  me  considerable  alarm. 

L.  L.  DOBBS. 


Mrs.  Judith  Truwit,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  near  Mrs.  Dobbs ;  was  at  her  house  the  night  of  the  fire  and  was  present  witL 
Mrs.  Dobbs  on  the  street.  I  heard  Mi*8.  Dobbs*  testimony  and  my  recollection  is  the 
same  in  substance  as  hers.  There  is  no  fact  that  I  recollect  of  that  occurred  that  night 
that  Bhe  has  not  stated.  There  were  several  ladies  with  Mrs.  Dobbs  and  myself  that 
night.    The  conduct  of  the  negroes  that  night  alarmed  mo  and  those  present  with  me. 

JUDITH  TRUWIT. 


W.  C.  FOBD,  being  sworn,  testified : 

Was  present  in  the  court-room  during  the  trial  of  Warren  Tyler,  Bill  Clopton,  and' 
Aaron  Moore,  on  Monday,  March  6.  They  went  out  of  the  court-room  at  least  twice 
during  the  progress  of  the  trial,  and  the  last  time  they  went  out  I  requested  Judge 
Bramlette  to  have  them  brought  back  and  kept  here.  I  was  the  attorney  prosecuting 
for  the  State.  After  the  court  was  broken  up  by  the  death  of  Judge  Bramlette,  the 
prisoners,  Moore  and  Tyler,  escaped  from  custody  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

W.  C.  FORD. 


L.  D.  Belk  re-introduced : 

I  was  present  on  Saturday  night  of  the  fire.  I  was  very  busy  at  the  fire  until  after 
it  was  arrested.  Mr.  Walker  and  myself  went  round  to  Hurlbutt's  comer.  We  were 
standing  there  talking  of  the  fire,  when  my  attention  was  called  to  the  loud  talking 
of  Bill  Clopton.  The  first  word  which  attracted  my  attention  was  directed  to  the 
porter  of  the  Phoenix  Hotel.  He  said,  "  You  damned  paper-collar  hotel  boy,  why  are 
you  not  at  your  post  or  place  t"  I  heard  no  answer  from  the  boy  to  whom  these 
remarks  were  directed.  I  then  heard  Dennis  or  Clopton  say,  go  and  get  your  gun  or 
guns;  said  then  to  Mr.  Walker  (Clopton  and  the  boy  had  then  started  toward  the 
Jones  House)  that  this  boy  who  was  walking  off  with  Clopton  waa  a  good  boy.  Mr 
Walker  said  to  me,  if  I  knew  him,  to  call  him  back.  I  did  so.  The  boy  stopped  and 
turned  around.  Dennis  then  took  the  boy  by  the  arm  and  told  him  to  come  along 
with  him.  I  then  told  Mr.  Walker  to  call  the  boy ;  he  did  so,  and  the  boy  came  to  ua 
Clopton  pleaded  with  the  boy  not  to  come  to  us.  Clopton  went,  perhaps,  twenty  steps 
further  up  Lee  street,  where  he  met  with  a  crowd  of  negroes,  perhaps  some  fifteen  or 
twenty.  They  began  to  talk  among  themselves  and  to  fire  off  their  gnus ;  some  ten  or 
fifteen  shot,  may  be  more.  I  then  Suggested  to  Walker  that,  as  that  looked  very 
ngiyj  we  had  better  talk  to  some  of  the  citizens  and  the  police.  I  felt  alarmed,  and 
that  it  was  necessary  for  the  police  to  l>e  on  the  alert ;  Mr.  Walker  is  the  district 
attorney.    BiUy  Clopton  was  considered  hero  as  one  of  the  leaders  of  the  negroes. 

L.  D.  BELK. 


J.  A.  Cameron,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  in  Meridian  the  night  of  the  fire.  I  saw  armed  bodies  of  negroes,  some  twenty 
or  twenty-five,  near  the  Jones  House  that  night,  about  seventy  or  eighty  yards  from 
where  the  fire  bcmin.  Mr.  Charles  Wilson  was  with  me.  He  asked  them  what  they 
were  there  armed  for.  They  hesitated  at  first  to  give  an  answer.  He  repeated  the 
question,  and  they  said  they  were  there  to  give  the  white  people  a  fight,  if  they  wanted 
one.   This  was  about  half-past  9  or  10  o'clock.    They  seemed  to  be  organized. 

J.  A.  CAMERON. 

11 M 
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R.  J.  MosELEY  re-introdnced : 

I  arrested  Warren  Tyler  about  10  o'clock  on  Monday  morning.  I  examined  for  am  s 
when  I  arrested  bim.  I  allowed  bim  to  go  to  tbe  barber-shop  and  be  shaved  and  haw 
bis  hair  trimmed.  I  don't  think  I  examined  him  for  arms  after  that  and  before  hb 
trial  commenced. 

R.  J.  MOSELEY. 


J.  H.  WiNNiNGHAM,  being  Qwom,  testified : 

I  was  in  the  court-room  during  the  difficulty.  I  was  standing  in  front  of  the  fire- 
place, which  is  opposite  the  door  leading  into  the  sheriff's  office.  I  saw  T^ler  a«  ht- 
retreated  toward  the  door.  I  am  certain  that  there  were  at  least  three  pistol-shot^ 
fired  from  that  door.  One  ball  struck  ray  clothes,  about  the  third  shot :  it  came  irom 
the  door  leading  into  the  sherlfTs  office.  As  Tyler  retreated  to  the  door  he  had  a  pistol 
in  his  hand. 

J.  H.  WINNINGHAM. 


Jack  Williams  re-introduced : 

When  Bill  Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk  I  was  in  my  shop  door,  immediately  opposite 
the  court-house.    At  that  time  Jim  Sanford  was  at  my  shop  door. 

Cross-examined : 

I  cannot  say  whether  Mr.  Sanford  was  on  the  veranda  or  not  immediately  afier 
Clopton  was  JiEdling  from  the  veranda.  I  know  he  was  not  there  at  the  time  Clopton 
was  falling  off.  Ho  had  just  been  talking  to  me,  and  had  stepped  off  and  was  talking 
to  some  gentlemen  on  the  street  when  Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk.  I  saw  Clopton 
catching  at  the  railing  of  the  balcony,  but  did  not  look  up  to  see  who  were  standing 
on  it.  I  think  there  were  one  or  two  on  the  balcony :  there  may  have  been  more. 
Tyler  passed  through  my  shop  after  the  shooting  in  the  court-house.  I  think  Tyler 
was  shot  when  he  passed  through  my  shop.  When  the  first  pistol-shot  was  fired,  I  said 
I  expect  Warren  Tyler's  shot.  I  saw  him  throw  something  down  on  the  balcony  whicli 
I  took  to  be  a  pistol.  He  let  himself  down  from  the  balcony ;  foil  on  his  feet  on  the 
pavement.  He  then  came  towards  mo  with  his  hands  on  his  hip,  limping,  and  said. 
**  help  me,  Jack."  The  pavement  is  made  of  brickbats.  From  the  balcony  to  tJie 
navement  it  is  about  fiifteen  feet.  I  know  James  Sanford  well,  and  have  known  him  a 
ong  time. 

his 
JACK  +  WILLIAMS. 
mark. 


George  Moore  re-introduced : 

I  know  James  Sanford  well.  I  was  in  my  shop  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  street 
from  the  court-house.  The  door  was  open  and  I  saw  Bill  Clopton  when  be  struck  the 
sidewalk  under  the  veranda.  James  Sanford,  at  that  time,  was  standing  at  my  shop 
door.  I  am  certain  that  Sanford  was  not  in  the  court-house  or  on  the  veranda  when 
Clopton  fell  from  the  veranda.  Sanford  staid  at  my  shop  nearly  five  minutes  after 
Clopton  struck  the  sidewalk  before  he  left.  He  had  no  gun  at  that  time.  When  he 
left  there  he  went  down  the  street  toward  the  hotel. 

Cross-examined : 

I  didn't  see  him  stop  and  talk  to  anybody.  He  went  down  the  street  from  my  shop. 
I  saw  him  pass  the  comer ;  didn't  see  him  any  further.  He  went  down  on  the  same 
side  of  the  street  with  my  shop.  I  did  not  see  any  persons  on  the  veranda,  because  I 
was  at  work  and  didn't  have  time  to  look  up.  I  could  not  see  up  in  the  veranda  firom 
the  chair  in  my  shop.  The  chair  was  about  six  feet  from  the  door.  I  was  shaving  a 
countryman  who  had  brought  cotton  in.  At  the  time  Clopton  fell  over  I  was  cuttmg 
the  countryman's  hair.  I  was  nearly  done  when  Clopton  fell  from  the  veranda.  It 
took  me  about  an  hour  to  complete  my  job  on  the  countryman.  Mr.  Sanford  did  not 
Mtand  at  my  door  until  the  job  was  complete.  I  did  not  see  any  one  on  the  balcony 
during  the  half  hour ;  I  was  studying  about  making  money.  No  one  else  was  being 
shaved  at  that  time  in  my  shop.  I  did  not  leave  the  countryman  until  I  was  shaving 
him  to  go  to  the  door.  I  could  not  see  the  comer  without  going  to  the  door.  I  knew 
Mr.  Sanford  was  on  the  corner,  because  I  heard  him  talking  there.  I  did  not  see  Tyler 
go  through  my  shop. 

Reexamined : 

Sanford  was  talking  at  or  near  my  shop  to  some  men  just  before  he  started  up  on  the 
street.  I  know  him  well.  I  know  the  tone  of  his  voice ;  could  distinguish  the  tone  of 
bis  voice  until  he  reached  the  comer. 

hia 
GEORGE  -h  MOORE, 
nutrk. 
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Mrs.  J   C.  H0WI.ETT,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  iu  this  place ;  I  am  acquainted  with  Mr.  James  A.  Brantley ;  I  was  here  during 
tlie  excitement.  We  occupy  a  part  of  the  same  house  with  Mr.  Brantley.  Mr.  J.  A. 
Brantley  was  at  home  Monday  night ;  he  was  sick ;  also  Tuesday  and  Wednesday 
nights. 

JENNIE  C.  HOWIiETT. 


A.  McAlpin,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  at  Moore's  house  shortly  after  the  fire  began.  I  saw  no  furniture  in  the  house 
in  that  house.  I  had  a  good  opportunity  to  see ;  one  of  the  doors  was  open  and  no 
blinds  to  the  windows.  I  looked  for  furniture.  The  light  fix)m  the  fire  on  the  north 
part  of  the  house  ffave  a  good  light,  so  I  could  see  plainlv  iu  the  rooms.  I  would  hav^ 
been  furniture  had  there  been  any  in  the  rooms. 

A.  McALPIN. 


W.  P.  Evans,  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  was  present  at  the  examination  of  Warren  Tyler,  William  Clopton.  and  Aaroit 
Moore,  before  Judge  Bramlette,  on  the  6th  instant.  I  nqticed  Warren  Tyler  partiou 
larlv,  knowing  his  character ;  I  do  not  believe  he  had  anv  weapons  at  the  time  th& 
trial  comnienced.  He  left  the  court-room  twice  before  the  nring  commenced — the  fii-st 
time  with  Aaron  Moore  and  William  Sturges ;  the  second  time  with  Aaron  Moore. 
Upon  his  return  the  second  time,  I  noticed  he  was  armed,  and  called  Captain  Ford's 
attention  to  the  fact. 

W.  P.  EVANS. 


Tho's  W.  CouBBfAN,  being  sworn,  deposed  : 

I  was  in  Meridian  on  Monday,  the  6th  instant,  after  the  death  of  Judge  Bramlette, 
Aome  time  in  the  evening.  I  was  standing  in  the  street  running  iu  front  of  my  dwell- 
ing-house, and  not  far  from  it,  talking  to  John  T.  Ball,  when  H.  M.  Swann  came  up  to 
U8.  While  he  was  there,  we  heard  the  report  of  a  gun  toward  the  colored  Meth- 
odist church,  and  some  three  hundred  yards  or  more  fix)m  ua  The  street  runs 
east  and  west  that  we  were  standing  in,  and  passes  eastward  in  front  of  the  house 
known  as  the  McKay  place.  The  McKay  house  is  about  two  hundred  and  fifty  yards 
from  where  we  were  standing.  As  soon  as  the  report  of  the  gun  was  heard,  Mr.  Swann 
left  us  and  proceeded  up  the  street  toward  the  McKay  house ;  myself  and  Ball  moved 
np  the  street  a  few  steps.  Mr.  Houston's  house  and  the  McKay  house  and  lot  could  be 
S€en  &om  where  we  stopped.  I  saw  Mr.  Swann  go  up  in  front  of  the  McKay  house 
directly  after  leaving  us,  and  about  the  time  he  arrived  there  I  saw  a  negro  mau  com- 
ing oat  of  Houston's  lot  into  the  McKay  lot,  and  saw  him  go  up  to  some  men,  three  or 
foor  in  number,  who  were  standing  in  the  street  in  front  of  the  McKay  house.  Some 
of  the  men  seemed  to  take  him  in  charge,  and  started  toward  the  court-house  with 
him.  I  was  too  far  to  hear  any  words  that  may  have  been  spoken.  I  heard  afterward 
that  the  negro  man  was  named  Isaac  Lee.  I  do  not  know  Isaac  Lee  by  dght.  I  heard 
bat  the  one  gun  fire  at  that  time,  and  know  Swann  did  not  fire  that.  He  was  not  on 
horseback  then. 

THOS.  W.  COLEMAN 


M.  H.  Whitaker,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  was  present  at  the  trial  of  J.  A.  Moore,  Wm.  Dennis,  alias  Clopton,  and  Warrt  n 
Tyler,  in  the  court-room,  before  Judge  Bramlette,  on  the  Cth  of  March,  1871.  I  8a>v 
Tyler  and  Moore  leave  the  court-room  once  or  twice  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 
After  they  returned  to  the  court-room  Tvler  changed  his  seat,  and  sat  down  near  10 
the  left  of  Judge  Bramlette.  His  (Tylers)  face  was  then  toward  me,  and  I  saw  his 
pistol  buckled  to  his  waist.  I  saw  no  pistol  about  Tyler's  person  previous  to  his  leavin;:; 
the  court-room,  as  above  referred  to.  Tyler  might  have  had  ou  a  pistol  previous  to  hif? 
leaving  the  court-room,  and  I  not  have  seen  it^  previous  to  his  going  out  of  the  room ; 
his  back  was  toward  me,  and  I  could  not  examine  his  person  for  arms  as  well  as  I  could 
after  he  returned,  for  the  reason  as  before  stated ;  that  his  face  was  toward  me  after 
W»  return  into  the  court-room. 

M.  H.  WHITAKER. 


M.  H.  Whitaker,  upon  examination  by  the  court,  stated  that  Moore  and  Tyler  were 
absent  from  the  court-room  about  four  or  five  minutes,  I  think,  and  after  their  return 
to  the  court-room  about  fifteen  minutes  elapsed  before  the  first  pistol  was  fired.  Moore 
and  Tyler  were  sitting  very  near  each  other  when  the  disturbance  began. 


M.  H.  WHITAKER. 
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B.  B.  Windham  being  sworn,  testified : 

I  live  northwest  from  Mr.  Storges's  dwelling,  some  two  handred  and  fifty  yards.  I 
was  at  home  when  the  fire  occurred,  and  went  down  to  it  as  soon  as  I  could  after  hear- 
ing the  idarm.  I  met  Mr.  Sturges  and  five  or  six  ne^o  fellows  on  Lee  street,  near  hb 
brothers',  Theodore  Sturges's,  dwelling,  and  going  in  direction  of  his  house.  They  were 
coming  as  if  from  Sturges's  store;  the  store  was  then  on  fire.  They  were  walking  nf- 
idly  and  carrying,  all  of  thehi,  some  bundles.  The  place  where  1  first  saw  them  was 
about  one  hundred  and  fifty  yards  from  the  front  of  John  Rush's  house  and  about  four 
hundred  yards  from  Sturges^s  store.  I  could  see  the  fire  from  where  I  met  them.  I 
asked  Sturges  who  was  burning,  and  he  said  Sturges  and  Hurlbntt,  but  he  did  not 
stop  his  pace  at  all.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  oifiring  of  guns  here  at  night,  but  I 
think  there  were  more  on  the  night  of  the  fire  than  usual.  Firing  in  the  negro  districi 
was  very  unusual  during  a  fire  in  the  city.  I  have  resided  here  for  many  years,  asd 
present  at  several  fires,  and  never  knew  of  the  firing  of  g[uns,  during  a  fire,  in  the  city 
before.    The  firing  of  guns  commenced  simultaneously  with  the  alann  of  fire. 

B.  B.  WINDHAM. 


W.  Y.  Peters,  being  sworn,  testified: 

I  live  in  Meridian;  was  here  the  night  of  the  fire.  I  saw  Bill  Sturges  about  ten  or 
fifteen  minutes  after  the  fire  commenced.  I  started  to  the  fire  and  met  him  near  Low- 
enstein's  house.  There  were  five  or  six  negroes  with  him.  Bill  Sturges  had  some 
books — ledgers  or  something — ^the  negroes  had  bundles,  and  were  going  in  the  direction 
of  Theodore  Sturges's  dwelling.  Lowenstein's  house  is  just  across  the  street  from 
Sturges's  dwelling.  Sturges's  house  is  about  four  hundred  yards  from  where  the  fire 
began. 

W.  Y.  PETERS. 


£.  y.  Early,  being  sworn,  deposed  as  follows : 

I  am  agent  of  the  Phoenix  Insurance  Company,  of  Hartford,  and  I  did,  on  the  13th 
day  of  I^bruary,  1871,  insure  a  policy  to  J.  Aaron  Moorei,  against  loss  or  damage  by 
fire  to  the  sum  of  $500,  upon  his  dwelling-house.  The  policy  was  written  in  the  name 
of  his  wife,  Mary  R.  Moore.  I  did  not  deliver  the  pohcy  until  Monday  morning,  the 
6lh  of  March,  at  9  o'clock,  a.  m.,  at  which  time  he  called  at  my  office  t'O  get  i^  and 
stated  that  owing  to  the  unsettled  condition  of  afiairs  he  would  rather  have  it  hiinselt 

E.  V.  EARLY. 


The  State  op  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County : 

I,  Robert  Leachman,  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  State  of  Mississippi' 
acting  as  a  committing  court  in  the  above-stated  cause,  do  hereby  certify  that  the 
foregoins  pages  contain  the  testimony  of  the  witnesses  as  deposed  to  before  me  on 
said  trial ;  that  said  testimony  was  reduced  to  writing  in  my  presence  lOid  in  the  pre^ 
ence  of  the  witnesses  respectively,  and  read  over  to  said  witnesses  and  approved  and 
signed  by  them  in  open  court  and  in  my  presence,  and  with  the  documents  accompa- 
nying constitutes  all  the  testimony  in  the  said  cause. 

Given  under  my  hand  and  seal  this  the  29th  day  of  March,  1871. 

[SEAL.]  ROBT.  LEACHMAN. 


The  State  of  Mississippi,  Lauderdale  County : 

I,  Robert  Leachman^  judge  of  the  sixth  judicial  district  of  the  S^te  of  Mississippi, 
and  actinc  as  committing  magistrate  in  the  above-stated  cause,  afbei  hearing  the  testi- 
mony, do  hereby  order  that  G.  W.  Brantley,  Hugh  Wilson,  and  Robert  E.  Coleman  be 
held  to  answer  before  the  grand-jury  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court,  on  a  third 
Monday  in  April,  1871,  to  answer  the  State  of  Mississippi  on  the  charge  of  unlawful 
(assembly,  or  any  charge  the  grand-jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer  i^inst  them,  in  a  bond 
*of  two  hundred  dollars  each,  with  good  and  sufficient  security.  That  J.  F.  Sauford 
<and  Isaac  Adams  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  five  hundred  dollars  each,  to  answer  a 
charge  of  assault  with  intent  to  kill,  or  any  charge  the  grand-jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer 
.against  them :  and  that  A.  G.  Horn  be  likewise  held  in  the  sum  of  one  hundred  dollars 
Uo  answer  a  cnarge  of  assault,  or  any  other  charge  the  grand-jury  may  see  fit  to  prefer 
'? against  him. 

[seal.]  ROBT.  LEACHMAN. 
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Washington,  D.  C,  June  29, 1871. 

M.  H.  WHTTAKEK  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QvesUon,  Where  do  you  reside  t 
Answer,  At  Meridian,  Mississippi.' 
QuestioM,  How  long  have  you  resided  there  ? 
Answer,  Immediately  at  Meridian  f 
QuesiMn,  Tes. 

AMwer,  About  three  years. 

Qiie»tkm.  How  lone  have  you  been  a  citizen  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  T 
Anewer*  About  eighteen  years. 
QuefOion,  What  is  your  profession  f 
Answer.  I  am  a  practicing  lawyer  at  Meridian. 

Qnestion.  Give  us  any  inrormation  which  you  have  derived  from  your  practice  as  a 
awyer,  and  your  intercourse  with  the  citizens,  bearing  upon  the  manner  in  which  the 
aw8  are  executod  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  the  extent  to  which  life,  person,  and 
jroperty  are  secure  there. 

Answer,  I  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  laws  are  executed  tolerably  well,  as 
iTell,  I  believe,  as  I  have  everltno wn  them  to  be  executed  since  I  have  been  old  enough 
to  take  notice  of  such  things. 

QuesHan,  Have  you  anv  facts  bearing  upon  that  general  question  which  wUl  be  of 
service  to  the  committee  T 
Answar,  Have  you  reference  to  the  criminal  law  particularly  f 

Question.  Our  inquiry  is  directed,  in  general  terms,  to  the  eflBiciency  of  the  execution 
[»f  the  laws,  and  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property.  That  will  reach,  of  course, 
Mh  the  civil  and  the  criminal  law.  Give  us  any  facts  which,  in  your  judgment,  will 
enlighten  the  committee  upon  that  question  in  any  of  its  bearings. 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  known  the  criminal  law  violated  there,  and  the  violators 
of  the  law  have  not  been  punished. 
Question,  Is  that  in  exceptional  cases  T 
Answer,  I  think  so ;  those  are  exceptional  cases. 
Question.  To  what  cases  do  you  refer  especially  f 

Answer,  I  refer  more  particularly  to  a  case  that  occurred  in  our  county — the  killing 
of  some  pities. 
Question.  .Who  were  the  parties  f 
Anewer,  There  was  a  case  that  occurred  at  Toomsuba. 
Qwstion,  When? 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  during  the  first  of  the  year,  I  think. 
Question,  Under  what  circumstances  lk 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know,  only  from  what  I  hear ;  I  suppose  I  can  relate  that. 
Question,  Give  us  whatever  information  you  have  that  you  deem  reliable.    We  do  not 
^ant  anything  in  the  shape  of  mere  rumor. 

Answer,  I  heard  that  this  man  had  been  killed  by  some  parties  in  the  night-time — 
this  man  WOliams  j  but  I  never  heard  who  those  parties  were. 
QuesHon.  Who  was  Wijliams  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  board  of  supervisors. 
Q^iesiion,  White  or  colored  f 
Answer.  He  was  colored. 

Q^iesHon.  Was  he  an  obnoxious  man  in  any  respect  f 
-^www.  He  was  a  very  obnoxious  man. 
Question.  In  what  respect  T 

Answer.  He  attempted  to  adjust  matters  between  parties  there  that  he  hud  no 
aathority  for  doing ;  and  he  would  menace  and  threaten  the  whites,  so  I  understood, 
rtiat  is  all  from  information,  just  as  the  other  is.    Indeed,  I  heard  that  he  was  obnox- 
ious to  both  white  and  black  at  that  place.    There  were  several  indictments  pending 
Jgainst  him  in  the  circuit  court,  which,  perhaps,  would  have  him  tried  at  the  ensuing 
^  of  the  court  if  he  had  not  been  killed. 
V««rtttm,  They  would  have  been  tried  T 
^H^tt'et*.  I  presume  so ;  he  was  under  bond  for  his  appearance. 
Q^ion.  He  was  under  bond  T 
^sw&r.  I  think  so,  at  the  time. 
YestioH.  The  prosecution  was  pending  at  the  time  T 
^J**««r.  Several  indictments,  so  I  hei^. 

VW«rtion.  In  your  judgment,  could  justice  have  been  obtained  in  the  courts  f 
^Micf.  I  think  so. 

x^eslion.  Were  the  persons  visiting  him  those  who  desired  to  take  vengeance  upon 
"^  without  waiting  for  the  process  of  the  law  ? 

J««per.  I  never  heard  why  he  was  visited,  except  that  he  was  obnoxious  to  both 
wliite  and  black;   that  was  the  character  I  heard  of  the  man.     He  had  been  in 
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the  habit,  once  a  weefc^  perhaps,  of  drilling  a  company  of  blacks  at  that  place ;  ho 
seemed  to  be  a  captain,  or  a  chief  of  a  squad  or  company ;  and  I  am  informed  by  tha 
white  persons  that  he  did  it  threateningly  and  menacingly. 

Qtiestion,  Was  he  killed  in  open  day  or  at  night  f 

Answer.  In  the  night-time,  I  think. 

Question.  Were  the  men  known  who  killed  him,  or  were  they  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not ;  they  were  not  known. 

Question.  What  information  have  you  on  that  point  T 

Answer.  The  information  I  have  on  that  point  is  this :  that  the  parties  who  conunitted 
the  assassination  had  a  black  man  to  guide  them  to  the  place-^to  direct  them  to  the 
house  of  Williams.  This  colored  man  who  guided  them,  or  aciied  as  pilots  called  this 
man  Williams  to  his  door,  and  told  him  he  wanted  to  see  him ;  when  he  came  to  the 
door  he  was  shot.    That  is  my  information  on  that  point. 

QuesUon.  Is  it  your  information  that  those  men  were  disguised  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  whether  I  ever  heard  that  or  not ;  it  may  have  been  so  or  it 
may  not. 

QvesHon.  From  whom  did  you  learn  that  a  black  man  piloted  them  there  f 

Answer.  It  was  common  talk  there  about  the  court-house ;  I  think  the  man  vras  car- 
ried up  there  as  a  witness  before  the  grand  jury.  I  think  a  great  many  white  persons 
tsJked  to  me  about  it.    I  never  talked  with  him  at  all. 

QuesUon.  That  is,  with  the  man  who  piloted  them  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  your  information  that  he  was  constrained  to  go  or  that  he  went 
unwillingly  T 

Answer.  My  information  is  that  he  perhaps  did  not  go  very  cheerfully. 

Question.  Was  anv  bill  found  against  any  parties  for  killing  Williams  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  that  was  at  the  last  term.  No  one  knows  anything  S?^^^^ 
indictments  directed  against  parties  until  the  parties  are  arrested,  except  the  omeers 
of  the  court. 

Question.  That  court  was  held  in  your  town,  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  but  I  am  not  an  officer  of  the  court,  and  therefore  could  not  know 
whether  indictments  were  found  or  not. 

Question.  You  are  a  practicing  lawyer  at  the  bar  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  not  your  grand  juries  return  their  bills  publicly  f 

Answer.  They  return  them  publicly,  but  they  are  handed  over  to  the  clerk  of  the 
court,  who  is  sworn  to  keep  them  secret. 

QuesHon.  Are  they  not  entered  on  the  docket  f 

Answer.  They  are  entered  on  the  docket,  State  vs. ;  the  name  is  not  given,  for 

the  parties  might  escape  if  they  heard  of  it. 

(fiestion.  Does  not  the  clerk  enter  the  name,  as  State  m.  A.  B.;  whatever  the  name 
of  the  party  may  be  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  or  if  he  enters  any  name  it  is  a  fictitious  one. 

3y  Mr.  CoBUBN : 

Question.  Is  it  generally  understood  in  the  community  that  bills  were  found  against 
some  of  the  parties  connected  with  the  murder  T 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  anything  said  about  it ;  it  is  a  matter  that  cannot  pos- 
sibly be  known. 

Question.  The  names  of  the  parties  might  not  be  known,  but  it  might  be  known  that 
bills  against  some  parties  had  been  found  ? 

Answer.  If  that  was  the  case,  I  think  I  should  have  heard  of  it ;  I  have  never  heard 
of  it  at  all. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  no  bills  were  found  f 

Answer.  It  is  a  very  hard  matter  for  me  to  say.  I  never  had  any  conversation  with 
the  colored  man  who  acted  as  pilot. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  As  a  matter  of  practice,  the  grand  jury  return  their  findings  in  writing,  and 
thev  go  into  the  custody  of  the  clerk  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  he  is  instructed  not  to  expose  them  until  the  parties  are  ar- 
rested. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  He  is  directed  to  lock  them  up  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  or  not  any  parties  have  been  arrested  on  that 
charge  T 
Answer,  li  so,  I  have  not  heard  of  it.' 
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Question.  Would  you  not  have  beeu  likely  to  have  heard  of  it  ? 

Ansxeer.  I  think  1  would. 

Question.  When  was  the  court  held  ? 

Anstoer.  Last  April,  the  third  Monday. 

Question.  You  say  the  colored  man,  who  was  constrained  to  go  with  them,  testified 
before  the  crand  jury? 

Amwer.  I  was  told  by  persons  attending  court  that  he  was  there  and  made  his  ap- 
pearance before  the  grand  jury,  and  testified  in  regard  to  the  parties.  I  was  not  there 
and  did  not  see  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  were  those  indictments  for  against  Williams  ? 

Anstoer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  what  they  all  were  for ;  I  think  it  was,  perhaps,  for 
malfeasance  in  office. 

(Question,  You  do  not  know  ? 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection ;  I  never  saw  the  indictments;  I  was  not  engaged  in 
the  case  either  on  one  side  or  the  other,  and  never  examined  the  indictments. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Queation.  Was  not  one  of  them  for  giving  some  sort  of  authority  for  the  search  of  a 
colored  man's  house  for  a  stolen  pig  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  I  have  heard  something  of  that  sort ;  but  I  do  not  know 
enough  about  it  to  state  positively.  I  would  also  state,  in  reference  to  the  indictments 
against  Williams,  that  it  is  my  impression  that  there  were  perhaps  some  indictments 
preferred  against  him  for  letting  out  contracts,  contrary  to  law,  for  building  of  bridges ; 
perhaps  letting  them  out  himself,  being  authorized  by  the  board,  and  taking  the  con- 
tracts himself,  which  I  think  was  in  violation  of  the  law ;  something  in  reference  to  the 
public  bridges  of  the  county,  letting  them  out  for  very  enormous  prices ;  also  adjust- 
ing matters  between  parties  as  a  magistrate,  and  so  forth. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Those  were  the  classes  of  misdemeanors  in  office  with  which  he  wats 
charged  f 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Are  there  any  other  special  cases  to  which  you  wish  to  refer,  as  illustrating 
your  general  remark  about  the  execution  of  the  law  f    If  so,  go  on  and  give  them. 

Mr.  Beck.  Before  the  witness  proceeds,  let  me  say  one  thing,  and  I  may  just  as  well 
do  it  here  as  at  any  time.  This  witness  has  been  called  at  the  instance  of  General  Blair, 
and  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  the  general  history  of  that  country.  It  seems  to  me 
that  his  testimony  would  be  mo^re  intelligible  to  Congress  and  the  country  if,  instead 
of  eiving  the  details  of  special  cases  on  cross-examination,  ho  would  first  give  his  gen- 
eral views  in  regard  to  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  and  the  manner  in 
which  the  races  conduct  themselves  toward  each  other.  He  can  then  go  into  details, 
instead  of  having  his  testimony  chopped  all  to  pieces  from  the  start.  I  throw  out  this 
general  view  for  the  consideration  of  the  committee. 

The  Chaibman.  I  put  a  general  question  to  the  witness,  and  if  there  is  any  chop- 
ping up  of  his  testimony  it  is  not  my  fault. 

Mr.  Beck.  We  are  all  doing  it. 

The  CuAiKMAX.  I  would  prefer  to  have  the  witness  to  go  on  and  give  a  general  state- 
ment. 

The  Witness.  I  am  willing  to  answer  any  qaestion  I  can. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Then  go  back  to  the  first  general  question  and  state  in  regard  to  the  execu- 
tion of  the  laws,  and  the  security  of  life,  person,  and  property,  in  your  State. 

Answer.  I  think  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  laws  are  executed,  as  I  said  before,  about 
as  well  as  they  were  previous  to  the  present  state  of  afiairs  down  there,  at  leiist  so  far 
as  I  have  observed.  Before  the  war  I  was  rather  young  and  did  not  participate  in 
these  things  much ;  I  was  not  practicing  law  before  the  war.  But  so  far  as  my  obser- 
vation has  gone,  I  think  the  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  are  now  enforced  as  well 
as  they  have  heretofore  been,  in  the  section  of  the  country  in  which  I  live.  Then» 
were  isolated  cases  heretofore,  which  were  never  reached  because  of  the  inability  of 
witnesses  to  identify  the  parties  who  violated  the  law.  It  is  impossible  in  sonu 
cases  to  identify  the  parties  who  commit  these  outrages. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  you  through  with  your  general  statement  in  answer  to  the  general 
question? 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  anything  more  in  answer  to  that  question ;  that  is  a  full  an- 
swer, as  I  understand  it. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Qimtion,  Yon  had  a  great  big  riot  there  of  8orae  sort  or  other,  did  yon  not  ?  Why 
not  t«U  US  about  that,  and  the  causes  which  led  to  it  from  beginning  to  end,  witbont 
}r  Lng  asked  a  hundred  questions  about  it ;  you  had  an  occurrence  of  that  sort,  and  in- 
Htfad  of  having  it  dragged  out  of  you  by  questions  go  on  and  tell  us  all  about  it. 

Jiwwer,  Just  as  the  members  of  the  committee  desire ;  I  will  go  on  and  make  a  full 
statement  now,  as  far  as  I  can,  or  I  will  wait  for  questions  to  be  asked  me.  Shall  I 
proceed,  Mr.  Chairman,  to  make  the  atatement  f 

By  the  Chairmak  : 

Question,  Certainly ;  we  expected  you  to  make  it  in  answer  to  the  general  qnestioD  put 
to  you.  We  take  it  for  granted  that  when  this  question  is  put  to  a  gentleman  of  the 
bar  he  does  not  need  to  be  prompted  all  the  time  by  special  questions. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  course  of  examination  which  the  committee  has  be^ 
pursuing.    I  did  not  know  but  yon  asked  particular  questions. 

Question.  Take  up  the  statement  and  go  on  with  it. 

Answer,  I  think  that  some  time  in  February  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Kennard 
came  over  to  our  town,  and,  I  think,  three  or  four  white  men  came  with  him—no,  some 
fifteen  or  twenty  men  oame  with  him,  I  suppose — to  prosecute  one  Price. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Questwn,  Came  over  from  where  ? 

Answer,  Rrom  Sumter  County,  as  I  understood.    I  did  not  know  any  of  the  white 
men  who  came  over  with  him. 
QuesUon,  From  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairbcan  : 

Question,  Go  on  and  give  a  detailed  statement  as  far  as  you  can. 

Ansxioer.  Kennard  had  made  an  affidavit  against  Price  for  a  violation  of  a  statute  of 
the  State  of  Mississippi,  enacted  for  the  punishment  of  persons  traveling  in  disgnise, 
or  being  disguised  and  perpetrating  any  crime.  The  affidavit  was  based  upon  tim 
statute.  Upon  consultation  with  Kennard,  who  employed  me  as  one  of  the  counsel  to 
prosecute  Price,  I  gathered  this  information  from  him.  He  stated  that  a  short  time  pre- 
vious to  that — I  do  not  remember  exactly  how  long  it  was — Mr.  Price  and  some  colored 
men — he  supposed  them  to  be  colored — came  to  thenouse  in  Meridian  where  he  was  sleep- 
ing and  took  him  out  of  bed,  carried  him  to  the  limits,  or  perhaps  a  little  outside  of  the 
limits  of  the  corporation,  and  whipped  him  severely.  Ho  showed  me  the  scars  upon 
his  back  and  upon  his  person  geaorally.  He  statea  also  that  after  they  had  stripped 
him  and  whipped  him — they  had  left  his  clothes  a  little  distance  from  him— all  bat 
two  of  them  went  back  to  where  his  clothes  were,  for  what  purpose  he  did  not  know; 
I  asked  him  x>articularly  about  that.  While  they  were  gone,  and  he  was  left  in  the 
custody  of  two  men,  he  ran  and  made  his  escape;  they  shot  at  him,  but  failed  to  hit 
him.    Shall  I  state  how  this  party  identified  Price  ? 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Polajo)  :) 

QwesUon,  Go  right  on,  and  state  it  all. 

Answer,  He  told  me  that  he  had  known  Price  in  Sumter  County  for  a  long  time,  and 
that  he  and  Price  belonged  to  the  same  league ;  that  he  was  very  familiar  witi  his 
voice ;  had  known  him  for  a  number  of  years ;  that  he  had  for  a  disguise  some  thin 
black  covering  over  his  face,  but  he  could  see  through  it  when  he  came  into  the  room 
where  he  was,  and  he  saw  the  white  wrists  of  the  man.  He  said  the  others  were  black 
men,  to  the  best  of  his  belief.  When  Price  was  arrested,  he  was  taken  before  a  magis- 
trate and  bound  over  in  a  bond  of  $200  to  make  his  appearance  before  the  same  ma- 
fistrate  at  some  future  day  for  a  preliminary  examination,  which  was  perhaps  theFri- 
ay  following ;  I  think  it  was  Friday  that  was  set  for  the  first  trial.  That  was  the  day 
.  that  Kennard  came  over  from  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  with  these  fifteen  or  twenty 
men,  perhaps,  and  one  or  two  colored  witnesses,  to  attend  this  trial  of  Mr.  Price.  These 
men  came  from  Alabama  with  guns.  I  did  not  know  any  of  them ;  they  were  all  stran- 
gers to  me.  When  I  rode  up  to  my  office,  I  saw  these  men  standing  there  in  front  of 
inie  post  office,  with  their  guns  on  the  sidewalk ;  I  made  an  inquiry  who  they  were, 
iind  what  they  were  doing  there,  and  some  one  told  me  they  had  come  over  there  with 
Kennard  and  the  two  colored  witnesses,  to  protect  them ;  that  they  were  afraid  the 
colored  people  of  Meridian  would  mob  tnem  because  they  were  there  as  witnesses  for 
tlie  State  against  Mr.  Price. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

i^iestUyn.  What  is  Price's  politics  ? 

Answer,  He  was  a  republican,  I  understand.  WeH,  I  advised  ftiat  those  men  should 
liut  \ their  arms  down  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  the  matter ;  that  I  thought  these 
colore^d  men  could  remain  there  at  my  office,  and  we  could  hold  the  court  up  there, 
nd  no^  disturbance  would  be  had ;  that  we  could  do  that. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Qiresfiotu  Were  they  white  men  or  black  men  who  had  come  over  from  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Those  with  arms? 

QumUon.  Yes. 

Anawer.  They  were  white  men.  Well,  those  men  were  prevailed  npon,  perhaps  an 
hour  after  I  got  there,  to  pat  their  arma  away ;  they  put  them  away,  and  no  disturb- 
ance occurred.  Still  we  apprehended  that  there  might  be  trouble,  knowing  the  char- 
acter of  Price  and  this  man  Tyler,  who  was  a  colored  man,  and  who  went  with  him  all 
the  time,  and  seemed  to  be  his  next  friend.  We  were  apprehensive  that  some  trouble 
might  grow  out  of  the  fact  that  those  men  had  come  there  armed ;  and  the  ncCToes 
seemed  to  be  excited  and  mad  about  Price  being  arrested.  Upon  consultation,  there- 
tore,  with  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  we  concluded  that  it  would  perhaps  be  best  for 
the  case  to  be  continued  until  some  future  day,  and  try  to  get  these  men  from  there, 
and  have  our  trial  without  their  presence.  Consequently,  upon  that  statement,  the 
cause  was  continued  for  one  week,  I  think;  and  the  original  bond  already  taken  by 
the  magistrate  for  the  appearance  of  this  man  Price  was  increased  from  $200  to  $800, 
and  he  gave  the  bond.  At  the  next  trial,  or  on  the  day  sot  for  the  trial  the  next  time, 
one  of  the  witnesses  for  the  State  was  sick,  and  did  not  come.  I  therefore  moved  for 
another  continuance  until  the  following  week,  and  the  coutinuance  was  had.  Before 
the  day  for  the  next  trial  came  on,  Mr.  Smith — Joshua  Smith — who  testified  here  day 
before  yesterday,  came  to  me  and  told  me  that  he  was  very  apprehensive  that  if  that 
trial  came  on,  there  would  be  serious  trouble  Ijetween  the  whites  and  blacks. 

fiy  Mr.  Van  Trump  :  i 

QHeatian,  Smith  was  a  republica>n  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  he  is  a  republican.  I  asked  him  why.  He  told  me  that  Mr.  Price 
had  said  that  if  upon  that  tnal  he  was  required  to  go  to  jail  in  default  of  ^ving  a 
bond,  he  would  then  and  there  commence  shooting,  and  that  he  had  some  thirty  col- 
ored men  who  would  be  there  armed  and  see  him  out.  His  counsel  then  told  me  pri- 
vately to  put  me  upon  my  guard,  because  I  was  employed  to  prosecute,  that  Mr.  Price 
had  told  him  this  same  tlung,  and  had  even  gone  so  far  as  to  tell  this  gentleman,  who 
was  his  counsel,  that  when  -Uiat  was  required  of  him  he  must  stand  aside,  for  he  did 
not  want  to  hurt  him,  for  he  would  then  and  there  commence  shooting.  A  day  or  two 
after  Mr.  Smith  told  me  about  this,  and  after  this  gentleman  who  was  defending  Mr. 
Price  told  me  the  same  thing,  Mr.  Smith  showed  me  a  letter  he  had  written  to  Mr.  ftice, 
advising  him  to  leave  the  place,  and  assigning  as  his  reasons  in  that  letter  that  it  would 
be  for  the  peace  of  all  in  tnat  community  for  him  to  leave  and  remain  away ;  that  ho 
had  rendered  himself  very  obnoxious  to  the  community,  had  gotten  up  a  bad  feeling 
between  the  whites  and  blacks  there,  and  that  it  would  be  decidedly  the  best  thing 
t^t  could  be  done  for  the  commnnity  for  him  to  leave  and  forfeit  his  bond.  He  asked 
me  what  I  thought  about  it.  I  told  him  that  if  Price  had  said  these  things — and  I 
could  not  doubt  it,  for  he  had  told  me  that  he  had  said  it— and  I  had  been  informed 
that  Price  was  a  very  desperate  man,  and  a  man  of  undoubted  courage,  and  he  would 
carry  his  threats  into  execution ;  and  from  the  opinion  I  had  of  Mr.  Price,  under  all 
the  circumstances  I  advised  that  he  take  that  course,  or  rather  I  approved  of  it ;  I  was 
an  employed  counsel,  and  not  acting  in  any  official  capacity  for  the  State,  and  there- 
fore I  approved  of  that  course,  and  Mr.  Price  did  leave. 

Quesiion,  Before  you  leave  the  Price  case  and  go  to  the  next  stage  of  the  proceedings, 
I  want  to  ask  one  question :  Ton  say  that  Kennard  said  that  while  he  recognized  Price, 
he  believed  the  persons  with  him  were  black  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  so. 

Question.  Please  state  the  habits  of  this  man  Price,  as  to  his  associations  there  with 
the  people,  white  or  black. 

Answer.  He  associated  exclusively  with  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Was  he  remarkable  for  that? 

Answer.  He  was  remarkable  for  that.  I  never  saw  him  with  a  white  man  in  my  life 
until  after  he  was  arrested,  except  that  once  on  the  train  I  saw  him  sitting  in  a  car 
with  white  persons.  I  never  saw  him  at  Meridian  associating  with  white  persons 
at  aU. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesUen.  What  was  Price's  business  ? 
Answer.  He  was  teaching  school  at  Meridian. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

QuesHoH,  White  or  colored  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  school.  / 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  narration^ 

Ansrer.  1  would  state  this  in  connection  with  this  Price  trial:  the  third  tim6  set  for 
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the  trial  I  went  iuto  the  court-room ;  the  magistrate  opened  his  court,  though  we  were 
generally  satisfied  that  Price  had  left ;  I  was  not,  however,  informed  positively  that  he 
had  left.  I  went  around  to  the  court-room  to  attend  the  court  in  the  event  he  should 
be  there.  When  I  reached  there  I  waited  awhile  and  he  did  not  come,  and  the  oonrt 
was  adjourned.  As  I  went  down  the  steps  leading  up  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  court- 
room I  met  this  man  Warren  Tyler  coming  up  the  court-house  steps.  I  met  him  about 
midway  of  the  steps.  I  was  going  down  and  he  was  going  up.  He  was  armed, 
and  besides  fire-arms  he  had  a  club-ax  in  his  hands.  What  his  Dusiness  in  the  court- 
room was  I  do  not  know.  He  attended  the  trial ;  every  continuance  that  was  had  he 
was  there  every  time.  This  occurred,  I  think,  about  the  Ist  of  February — ^all  this  mat- 
ter in  regard  to  Price  that  I  have  been  relating.  There  was  no  more*  trouble  then  in 
that  regard. 

QueatUm,  This  prosecution  agai  nst  Price  wasnolle-prossed,  or  disposed  of  in  some  way  f 

Answer,  It  was  not  nolle-prossed.  I  supposed  the  maj^strate  retmmed  to  the  clerk  of 
the  circuit  court  the  bond  that  was  given  by  Mr.  Price,  and  a  forfeiture  was  taken 
against  Price  and  the  securities  at  the  ensuing  term  of  the  circuit  court ;  that  was  the 
regular  course. 

Queaiion,  The  bond  he  had  given,  as  I  understand  it,  was  merely  for  his  appearance 
berore  the  magistrate  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true.  Well,  it  was  forfeited.  I  was  thinking  about  a  bond 
that  would  be  taken  by  the  court,  not  by  the  magistrate.  This  bond  was  taken  in  the 
vacation. 

Queeiion.  We  have  had  the  testimony  of  several  witnesses  about  this  matter :  and  I 
have  understood  from  all  the  witnesses  heretofore  that  it  was  an  agreement  that  the 
case  was  to  be  considered  as  at  an  end  when  Price  left. 

Answer,  1  do  not  know  whether  there  was  any  agreement  with  the  officers  of  the 
court ;  I  had  none ;  I  simply  talked  and  conversed  with  Mr.  Smith. 

Question,  Well,  what  was  understood  between  you  and  the  counsel  on  the  other  side 
as  to  what  should  be  done  with  the  case  f 

.  Anstoer.  That  so  far  as  we  were  concerned  Mr.  Price  could  leave ;  we  could  not  do 
anything.  The  only  course  that  could  be  taken  was  for  the  court  to  take  a  forfeiture 
upon  his  bond,  against  him  and  his  securities. 

Quesiian.  Was  it  understood  that  if  Price  did  not  appear  his  bond  was  to  be  forfeited, 
or  only  that  the  case  was  to  be  stopped  f 

Ansicet*,  I  think  the  general  understanding  between  the  counsel  and  Mr.  Smith  was 
that  there  would  be  no  further  trouble  about  it;  that  was  my  understanding.  What 
course  the  court  would  take  with  it  I  did  not  know. 

Question,  You  think  that,  in  point  of  fact,  a  forfeiture  was  taken  of  his  bond  f 

Answer,  That  would  be  the  regular  course. 

Question,  What  was  done  f 

Answer,  1  really  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  I  want  to  ascertain  is,  what  was  done. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  court  took  a  forfeiture  or  not.  I  had  no  under- 
standing with  the  court  about  the  matter;  none  in  the  world. 

Question,  That  ended  the  Price  casef 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  go  on.  What  we  want  to  get  at  is  what  is  called  the  Meridian  riot, 
in  all  its  phases. 

Answer,  As  I  have  stated,  that  Price  matter  was  along  about  the  Ist  of  February. 
There  seemed  to  be  existing  a  bad  feeling. 

Qtiestion,  There  ha«  been  stated  here  by  other  witnesses  a  fact  which  it  may  be  per- 
haps as  well  to  ask  you  about  now.  Durinj^  the  pendency  of  this  Price  case,  did  the 
Alabama  men,  when  they  came  over  to  Meridian,  take  anybody  back  with  them  to  Ala- 
bama? 

Answer,  That  was  the  first  day  fixed  for  the  trial  of  the  Price  case. 

Question,  They  were  there  only  once  f 

Answer,  Only  once.  The  second  time  Kennard  came  over  only  two  or  three  men  came 
along  with  him— the  gentleman  to  whom  he  formerly  belonged  and  one  or  two  firiends 
came  with  him.    They  had  no  arms. 

.  Question,  1  am  speaking  of  the  armed  men. 

^nswer,  1  understand  they  did.  I  do  not  know  those  men  ;  I  am  not  acquainted  with 
a  iolitary  one  of  them ;  I  only  saw  them  as  I  went  to  my  office,  and  passed  through  a 
little  squad  of  them  on  the  sidewalk. 

Question,  What  I  want  to  ^et  at  is  this :  some  of  the  witnesses  have  stated  that  those 
armed  men  from  Alabama  seized  a  couple  of  colored  men,  or  perhaps  three  or  four,  and 
carried  them  back  to  Alabama. 

Ariswei',  1  understood  they  carried  them  back  with  them. 

Question.  Three  colored  men  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  that  they  took  them  back  there,  and  it  seems  to  me  one  of  them 
was  put  in  jail,  and  the  others  were  working  on  the  farms  of  the  parties  who  were  on 
their  bonds  for  their  appearance  at  court. 


MISSISSIPPI.  171 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  they  had  been  seized  and  carried  to  Alabama 
under  any  legal  process  f 
Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  process. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qu€8tian.  Were  the  colored  men  carried  back  to  Alabama  ^e  witnesses  that  had  been 
brought  over  there  to  appear  against  Price  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  It  seems  to  me  that  when  these  men  who  came  over 
with  Kennard  ^ot  off  the  train  at  Meridian,  one  or  two  of  them  discovered  some  men 
^ho  had  been  violating  the  law  in  Alabama — what  particular  statute  of  Alabama  they 
bad  violated  I 'never  learned — and  they  took  possession  of  them,  arrested  them,  and 
took  them  into  custody,  and  I  was  informed  that  they  carried  them  back  to  Alabama; 
and  my  understanding  or  impression  is,  that  perhaps  they  put  one  of  them  in  jail  iu 
default  of  a  bond,  or  something  of  that  sort,  and  the  others  were  working  on  the  farms 
of  those  who  were  on  their  bonds.  That  was  the  information  I  received  from  an  ac- 
quaintance of  mine,  who  seemed  to  know  about  these  things.  I  do  not  know  whether 
those  are  facts  or  not. 

By  the  Chatbman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.^  Did  you  understand  whether  these  colored  men,  whom  these  armed  Alaba- 
mians  took  away  with  them,  went  back  willingly,  or  were  they  arrested  and  taken 
back? 

Answer.  My  understanding  is  that  they  were  arrested  and  taken  back. 

Qneation.  Now,  go  on. 

Answer.  Well,  on  the  4th  of  March,  Saturday  evening,  there  was  a  mass  meeting  of 
the  colored  people  in  the  court-house  at  Meridian,  and  from  the  information  I  gathered 
from  the  testimony  that  was  afterward  taken,  and  from  other  information,  and  from 
the  fact  that  some  parties  were  arrested,  I  understood  there  were  some  incendiary  and 
inflammatory  speeches  made  on  that  occasion  by  three  colored  persons. 

Quetiion.  Give  their  names. 

Answer.  Warren  Tyler,  J.  Aaron  Moore,  a  member  of  the  house  of  representatives  of 
the  legislature  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  and  William  Dennis,  alias  Clopton.  I  was 
informed  that  their  speeches,  as  I  said  before,  were  inflammatory  and  incendiary ;  and 
that  got  up  an  alarm  among  the  few  white  persons  who  were  about  the  court-room  and 
were  present,  that  there  would  be  trouble  arising  from  the  speeches  that  were  then 
l)eing  made  by  these  persons.  Mr.  Smith  informed  the  sheriff  of  those  speeches,  and 
advised  him  to  put  a  stop  to  them. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

(Question.  What  Mr.  Smith ;  a  witness  here  T 

Answer.  Mr.  Joshua  Smith,  who  testified  here  day  before  yesterday.  Whether  the 
sheriff  reached  the  court-room  or  not  before  the  meeting  adjourned  I  cannot  tell. 
The  meeting  adjourned,  ho'<srever,  late  in  the  evening ;  and  upon  going  down  upon 
tiie  streets  they  organized  themselves  into  what  might  be  called  a  miBtary  company — 
at  any  rate  in  military  order. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Who  did  that ;  the  colored  people  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  and  with  fife  and  drum  marched  around  the  streets  of  Meridian. 
I  think  some  of  them  had  swords  buckled  around  them,  and  perhaps  some  had  pistols; 
I  do  not  remember  seeing  any  with  guns. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  There  had  been  no  military  parade  by  them  that  day  as  a  simple  military 
parade  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of.  About — ^well,  I  scarcely  know  what  time  it 
was,  I  was  not  in  town  during  the  fire.  But  in  the  early  part  of  the  night,  a  fire  broke 
out  in  Meridian,  which,  it  seemed,  from  the  language  used  by  the  speakers,  would  be 
done  at  some  future  time.  The  fire  burned  up  one  block  of  buildings :  it  orifidnated  in 
Mr.  Sturgis's  store ;  the  testimony  seems  to  show  that  it  originated  there.  When  the 
fire  broke  out,  and  the  white  people  were  going  to  the  fire,  and  a  great  many  colored 
people  also — because  before  that,  at  every  fire  that  ever  occurred  there  when  I  was 
present,  the  colored  people  were  very  kind  and  helped  a  great  deal  in  saving  the  prop- 
erty of  the  x>eople  and  extingni^ng  the  fires ;  and  some  aided  on  this  occasion,  so  I  am 
informed — but  while  the  white  people  and  some  of  the  colored  people  were  going  to 
aid  in  saving  the  property  iu  the  building  and  to  extinguish  the  fire,  if  possible,  some 
white  persons  were  shot  at ;  and  some  were  shot  at  in  going  from  the  fire ;  perhaps  one 
or  two  were  struck.  It  seems  that  as  soon  as  the  fire  broke  out,  and  the  fire-bell  alarm 
was  given,  this  man  Clopton,  a  colored  man,  took  steps  to  prevent  the  negroes  from 
aiding  in  extinguishing  the  fire,  or  to  save  any  property  except  that  of  Mr.  Sturgi*^ ; 
perhaps  they  were  advised  to  save  that ;  I  think  that  is  the  opinion.    He  had  a  grr 
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deal  to  say  about  the  white  people ;  he  said  that  it  was  a  white  man's  fire  and  their 
property,  and  let  it  burn ;  that  if  they  wanted  war,  let  them  have  it ;  that  now  was  ::s 
good  a  time  as  any ;  something  of  that  sort.  This  is  information  I  gathered  afterward, 
for  I  was  not  present  at  the  fire. 

QneaUon,  You  live  out  of  town? 

Answer,  I  live  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  I  would  state  that  this  testimony  was 
detailed  upon  the  judicial  investigation  of  the  riot.  I  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  tbo 
defendants  in  that  investigation.  I  was  coimsel  for  one  Brantley,  who  was  arrested  for 
riotous  conduct.  Thi»  man  Olopton  was  abusing  the  white  people  so,  and  trying  to 
incite  the  colored  people  against  the  white  so  much,  that  I  think  the  sheriff  ordered 
him  to  be  arrested ;  and  he  was  accordingly  arrested,  and  put  in  the  custody  of  some 
persons,  I  do  not  knew  who  or  how  many.  As  the  testimony  in  the  investigation 
showed,  large  squads  of  colored  people  were  seen  about  in  portions  of  the  town  in  au 
organized  form,  with  arms.  One  witness  before  the  investigation  testified  that  they 
were  asked  what  they  were  doing  there  in  an  organized  body  and  with  arms,  and  whafe 
they  were  going  to  do  with  their  arms,  and  that  they  would  not  answer  the  question 
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down  rather.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  firmg  during  the  night  in  different  portions  of 
the  town,  especially  in  that  portion  inhabited  bv  the  colorSl  people.  And  the  testi- 
mony showed  that  there  had  been  a  great  deal  of  firing  in  that  portion  of  the  town  for 
several  months  before  the  fire.  On  Monday  the  white  people  called  a  meeting  to  con- 
sult with  each  other  as  to  the  proper  course  to  pursue  in  the  matter,  so  as  to  reconcile 
the  bad  feeling  that  was  then  being  gotten  up^  being  engendered,  it  seems,  by  the 
teachings  of  this  man  Price.  They  passed  resolutions  condemning  the  course  thai  Mr. 
Sturgis,  the  mayor  of  the  town,  had  pursued,  and  the  course  that  Mr.  Price  had  pur- 
sued, and  condemning  the  generally  riotous  conduct  of  the  people  on  that  night,  both 
white  and  black.  They  appointed  a  committee  of  safety,  of  which  committee  I  was  the 
chairman.  The  duty  of  that  committee  was  to  consult  with  the  sheriff  and  the  ofQcials 
of  the  county  as  to  the  proper  means  to  be  adopted  to  secure  peace  between  the  whites 
and  blacks,  and  to  prevent  any  further  disturbance ;  and  if  the  sheriff  desired  any 
special  oflBcers,  any  special  deputy  sheriffs,  or  au^hing  of  that  sort  to  act  under  his 
charge  and  direction,  it  was  the  duty  of  this  committee  to  tender  to  him  just  such  men 
as  he  wanted — men  who  were  reliable,  prudent,  and  discreet,  regardless  of  any  political 
opinions  they  might  entertain.  That  was  on  Monday  morning.  They  also  appointed  a 
committee  to  wait  on  Governor  Alcorn,  and  ask  the  removal  of  Mr.  Sturgis  and  some 
other  persons  there  then  holding  office  in  the  county.  They  waited  on  Governor  Al- 
corn ;  and  Mr.  Joshua  Smith,  who  testified  here  day  before  yesterday,  was  on  that  com- 
mittee. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  On  which  committee  T 

Answer,  On  the  committee  to  wait  on  Governor  Alcorn.  There  was  a  committee, 
however,  that  I  neglected  to  name,  appointed  by  this  meeting  to  investigate  the  origin 
of  the  fire ;  to  investigate  the  matter  as  fully  as  they  could.  They  investigated  it  bs 
far  as  they  could ;  they  had  witnesses  before  them,  both  white  and  black ;  and  they 
made  a  report  that  from  the  testimony  they  had  obtained  they  could  arrive  at  no  posi- 
tive clew  of  the  origin  of  the  fire,  but  that  the  testimony  seemed  to  cast  suspicion  upon 
the  person  who  owned  the  premises ;  that  was  Mr.  Sturgis,  the  brother  of  the  mayor. 
I  do  not  know  that  the  testimony  led  them  to  believe  that  he  did  it  directly,  but  that 
it  was  perhaps  done  through  his  connivance,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  that  he  gave 
it  countenance.  That  was  the  opinion  with  a  great  many  after  this  committee  made 
this  report. 

Question,  A  question  right  there  :  if  the  fire  was  set,  or  caused  to  be  set,  by  Stui^iGL 
what  was  his  supposed  motive  for  burning  up  his  own  property  ?  To  get  the  insurance  I 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  thjs  advanced  as  two  of  the  motives  he  mig|>t  have 
had ;  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  say  what  his  motive  was.  y 

Question,  I  merely  asked  you  what  was  the  theory  of  those  people  who  believed  that 
Sturgis  himself  caused  the  fire  to  be  set.    What  motive  did  they  ascribe  to  mm  ? 

Answer,  The  general  theory  was  that  Mr.  William  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  hid  been,  as 
the  mayor,  instuling  into  the  hearts  of  the  colored  people  for  a  long  time  bitter  feelings 
of  hatred  against  the  white  people,  and  that  he  had  gone  so  far  as  to  advise  the  colored 
people  to  this  course,  even  to  bum  up  his  own  property,  or  his  brother's  prope^y,  and 
then  to  accuse  the  democrats  of  burning  it,  for  political  effect.  That  is  the  thwyof 
some ;  whether  it  is  a  correct  theory  or  not,  I  cannot  tell.  Another  theory  was  thaVlir 
connection  with  the  political  effect  it  might  have  and  the  odium  it  might  cast  upon  the 
democratic  party  in  that  section  of  the  country,  Mr.  Sturgis  would  also  get  his  insur- 
ance money. 

Question.  Another  question  right  here  on  that  point.  Did  Sturgis  or  his  frienda claim 
-^  charge  that  the  fire  was  set  by  democrats  ? 
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Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  have  ever  heard  of;  the  colored  people  thought  it  was  set 
on  fire  hy  the  democrats. 

Question,  But  you  are  not  aware  that  Sturgis  and  his  friends  ever  made  any  such 
charge! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  am  not  aware  that  they  made  any  such  charge. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  Did  not  Sturgis  leave  immediately  after  that  f 

Answer,  He  left  on  Monday  night  after  the  fire  on  Saturday  night. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  he  left  in  order  to  cast  odium  on  the  democracy  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  so  understand  it. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Is  his  brother  still  there  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  merchandising  in  the  place  now. 
Question.  Was  he  in  partnership  with  the  mayor  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  said  and  his  brother  said  that  he  had  no  interest  in  it  only  as 
<derk. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  title  to  the  store  was  in  his  name  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  in  the  name  of  Theodore  Sturgis,  the  brother  of  the  mayor. 

QuesHon,  Go  on  with  your  narration  of  events. 

Answer,  On  Monday  night,  after  this  meeting  of  the  white  people .  However,  I  will 

take  up  the  trial,  as  that  comes  first  in  order.  These  parties,  Aaron  Moore,  Billy  Den- 
nis, alias  Clopton,  and  Warren  Tyler,  had  been  arrested ;  or  rather  Clopton,  alias  Dennis, 
was  arrested  on  Saturday  night,  atid  had  been  retained  in  custody  up  to  that  time. 
And  during  Monday  Tyler  and  Moore  had  been  arrested,  some  time  during  the  morning, 
and  they  were  arraigned  before  the  magistrate,  Mr.  Bramlette. 

Question.  On  Monday  T 

Ansker.  On  Monday  evening,  after  this  meeting  of  the  white  people.  They  were 
charged  with  delivering  and  uttering  inflammatory  and  incendiary  speeches  at  the 
court-room  on  the  Saturday  evening  previous,  on  the  4th  of  March.  I  was  not  engaged 
either  for  the  prosecution  or  the  defense,  but  1  walked  around  there  after  the  trial  had 
commenced.  I  really  did  not  know  that  they  had  been  arrested  until  I  walked  around 
there  irfter  the  trial  had  commenced.  When  I  went  I  saw  that  a  trial  was  processing, 
and  I  took  piy  seat  in  rear  of  Warren  Tyler.  Mr.  William  Sturgis  was  sitting  near 
Warren  Tyler,  and  seemed  to  be  advising  and  counseling  with  him  during  the  progress 
of  the  trial.  After  I  had  been  there  a  short  time,  the  best  of  my  recollection  is,  that 
Messrs.  Moore  and  Tyler  and  William  Sturgis  left  the  court-room,  Mr.  Sturgis  going 
out  of  the  court-house.  I  remember  that  rather  distinctly,  because  I  was  sitting  and 
leaning  up  against  the  wall  of  the  court-room,  and  had  my  foot  up  against  the  end  of 
the  bench ;  and  as  it  was  in  his  course  going  down  the  aisle,  I  moved  my  foot  out  of 
the  way  as  he  went  by ;  I  remember  that.  He  went  in  that  direction,  and  Messrs 
Moore  and  Tyler  went  out  of  the  door  that  leads  into  the  hall  between  the  court- 
loom  and  the  offices,  and  also  into  the  sheriff's  office.  I  do  not  know  whether  they 
merely  went  into  that  hall  or  into  one  of  the  rooms ;  I  did  not  notice  that  particularly, 
though  I  noticed  that  the  trial  was  suspebded  for  a  short  time.  They  came  back,  and 
Tyler  changed  his  seat  and  sat  down  by  the  magistrate.  I  have  here  a  diagram  of  the 
court-room,  and  the  position  of  the  parties  at  the  time  of  the  trial ;  and  if  the  com- 
mittee will  allow  me  to  use  it,  of  course  they  can  have  the  benefit  of  it.  I  am  not  a 
very  good  hand  at  drawing  diagrams,  but  I  made  this  so  as  to  enlighten  the  committee 
as  far  as  possible  as  to  the  positions  of  the  parties. 

QuesHon,  You  testify  that  you  made  this  diagram,  and  that  it  is  c6rreot  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Then  let  it  be  incorporated  in  your  testimony.    [See  next  page.] 

Answer,  I  am  willing  to  do  so.  The  main  entrance  to  the  court-room  is  in  the  south 
end  of  the  building.  My  first  position  when  I  came  into  the  court-room  was  a  little 
iBOUth  of  the  door  leading  to  the  sheriff's  room,  and  near  the  east  wall  of  the  court- 
room. Tyler  was  a  few  leet  from  me  in  firont.  As  I  have  said,  a  short  time  after  I 
n^ent  into  the  court-room,  Mr.  Sturgis  went  out  of  the  court-house,  goin^  up  the  aisle 
pkst  me,  and  Tyler  and  Moore  went  out  of  the  door  near  me,  either  into  the  hall 

[joining  the  court-room,  or  into  one  of  the  offices  opening  from  that  hall.  To  the  best 
o^  my  recollection,  they  were  gone  four  or  five  minutes.  When  they  returned  Tyler 
»k  his  position  to  the  left  of  the  ma^strate,  with  his  face  turned  obliquely  toward 
nto,  and  so  that  I  could  see  the  front  ot  his  person.  The  magistrate  was  facing  to  the 
south,  facing  toward  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room,  and  with  his  chair  up 
asain^t  the  railing  of  the  bar.  I  afterward  changed  my  seat,  and  took  a  position  near 
where  Tyler  was  sitting  when  I  first  entered  the  court-room.    After  Tyler  returned,  a 
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witness  wos  introdnced  on  the  part  of  the  State ;  think  his  name  was  James  A.  Brantley. 
His  testimony  was  in  substance  this :  That  daring  the  meeting  of  the  white  citizenB, 

Plan  of  oourt-roam  floor  at  Meridian, 


A— Tyler's  seat  before  ho  left,  the  conrt-room.  H— Seat  of  J.  Aaron  Moore. 

B— Tyler's  seat  after  his  return  to  conrt-i-ooni.  I— Scat  of  Dennis,  alias  Clopton. 

C— «eat  of  M.  H.  Whitaker  before  Tyler  left  K— Position  of  Tyler  when  first  shot  was  firetL 

court  room.  L — Colored  people  standing. 

D— Seat  of  M.  H.  "WTiitakor  after  Tyler's  return.  M — Main  entrance  to  courtroom. 

E— Seat  of  Magistrate  Bramlette.  V— Veranda  fWwn  which  Tyler  leaped  and  Clop* 
F— Seat  of  city  marshal.  ton  was  thrown. 

G — Position  of  witness  Brantley. 

or  when  they  were  assembling,  I  do  not  rememljer  which,  ho  was  walking  down  the 
street  and  passed  or  met  Tyler,  and  he  asked  bim  what  was  going  on  up-stairs,  or 
something  of  that  sort,  and  Tyler  remarked  that  the  democrats  were  getting  scared, 
and  were  going  to  hold  a  peace  meeting ;  that  he,  Brantley,  replied  that  it  wag  a 
damned  lie ;  that  they  were  not  scared,  or  something  of  that  sort.  That  was  his  testi- 
mony as  I  remember  it.  I  cannot  remember  the  exact  language,  but  that  was  the 
substance  of  it.  I  think  the  counsel  for  the  prosecution  asked  Tyler  and  the  other 
defendants  if  they  wanted  to  ask  Brantley  any  questions.    Perhaps  Brantley  had 
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r~ 

t Timed  aroniid  and  was  walking  back  toward  his  seat  to  sit  down,  or  was  in  the  act 
ot*  Hitting  down,  and  defendant,  Tyler,  told  him  to  take  the  witness-stand  a^aiu. 

The  Chaihman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  seems  to  mo  that  as  we  are  not  tryiug  any  of 
thejte  parties,  but  merely  endeavoring  to  ascertain  generally  the  cause  or  causes  of  the 
iMot  that  took  place,  there  is  not  much  benefit  to  be  derived  from  exact  measurements 
of  feet  and  inches. 

Mr.  fiLAiR.  This  testimony  is  very  important,  as  showing^  how  the  riot  commenced. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Of  course  anything  showing  the  general  occasion  of 
tlie  riot  is  important. 

Mr.  Blair.  That  is  what  we  want  to  know. 

The  ChairmXn,  (Mr.  Poland.)  My  suggestion  was  that  w©  are  not  trying  any  of 
the  parties  for  the  riot. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  think  we  are  trying  all  of  them. 

Mr.  Van  Trump.  We  are  trymg  the  whole  State  of  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  hope  she  is  not  responsible  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Well,  go  on  with  your  narration. 

Anmcer,  The  witness,  Brantley,  had  been  standing  rather  between  the  two  tables  in 
front  of  the  magistrate,  at  the  end  of  them,  and  the  city  marshal  was  sitting  between 
t be  two  tables.  When  Brantley  came  back  and  detaile<l  his  testimony,  Tyler  remarked 
to  him,  "I  will  introduce  two  [or  three]  witnesses  to  impeach  your  testimony,  sir.-' 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Did  he  make  that  remark  to  Brantley  or  to  the  justice  f 

An9wer.  To  Brantley,  and  in  my  opinion  it  was  done  in  rather  a  defiant  and  insulting 
manner.  Brantley  asked  him  what  he  said.  Tyler  was  sitting  in  his  chair  when 
be  first  made  this  remark,  and  he  rose  from  his  scat  and  repeated  what  he  had  said ; 
at  the  same  time  moving  toward  the  door  that  leads  into  tne  sherift'^s  office,  which 
\vas  on  the  left  of  the  magistrate.  While  he  was  moving  in  that  direction,  I  saw  him 
oaiTy  his  hand  to  his  pist<^. 

Question.  To  his  pistol  or  to  his  pocket  f 

Ansicer.  To  his  pistol.  I  saw  a  belt  around  his  person  when  he  returned  to  the  court- 
I'ooni  and  changed  his  seat. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  pistol  on  him  ? 

Atunver.  I  think  I  did ;  I  saw  none  before  he  went  out,  because  his  back  was  toward 
iiie,  and  I  could  not  have  seen  it  if  he  had  had  one  then. 

Question.  You  mean  that  he  carried  his  hand  to  where  you  snppose<l  his  pistol  was? 

Answer.  I  saw  his  pistol  before  he  got  up  from  his  seat;  I  was  looking  at  it,  and 
thought  it  strange  that  a  man  on  trial  should  be  there  with  a  pistol. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  pist-ol  waa  it  ? 

A  nstcer.  It  looked  like  a  navy  pistol ;  I  did  not  see  the  muzzle  of  it,  for  it  was  in  its 

sheath,  but  I  saw  the  breech  or  it.    I  will  state  hero,  just  in  that  connection,  that  as 

Tyler  repeated  his  statement  when  he  rose  from  his  seat,  Brantley  gathered  up  a  waik- 

^  ing  cane,  a  hickory  stick,  I  think,  that  was  lying  on  the  table  immediately  in  front  of 

'  the  magistrate,  and  made  two  or  three  steps,  perhaps  three  or  four  steps — I  do  not 

know  exactly  how  far 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Advancing  toward  Tyler  f 

Answer.  Not  exactly  in  the  direction  of  Tyler,  but  in  the  direction  he  would  have  to 
go  in  order  to  pass  by  the  tables.  It  was  evidently  his  object  to  reach  Tyler.  He 
made  three  steps  rather  quickly  toward  Tyler  with  his  stick.  The  city  marshal,  Wil- 
liam S.  Patton,  who  was  sitting  near  the  other  end  of  the  table,  caught  hold  of  Mr. 
Brantley  after  he  had  taken  about  three  steps.  A  very  short  moment,  a  very  short  time 
after  the  city  marshal  arrested  the  course  ot  Brantley,  a  pistol  was  tired ;  who  fired  it 
I  cannot  tell. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Question,  Was  it  instantly  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  almost  instantly.  When  Patton,  the  marshal,  caught  hold  of  Brant- 
ley and  told  him  to  stop,  I  threw  my  eye  around  toward  the  marshal  and  Brantley, 
taking  my  eye  off  Tyler  for  a  moment ;  and  while  I  was  looking  at  them,  a  pistol  was 
fired  trom  the  direction  of  the  door.  '* 

.  By  5Ir.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  Did  you  look  around  and  see  the  smoke  ? 

Ansicer.  I  looEed  around  instantly  and  saw  the  smoke  of  the  pistol ;  I  did  not  see 
the  pistol  fired,  but  I  saw  the  smoke  right  by  the  door. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 
Question.  Do  you  mean  that  Tyler  had  reached  the  door  when  the  first  shot  waa  fired  ? 
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Anstoer,  He  waa  standing  right  in  the  doorway  when  I  looked  around  and  Baw  tbo 
smoke  of  the  pistol,  and  was  in  the  act  of  turning  toward  the  sheriff's  office. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question,  The  smoke  was  between  you  and  Tyler  ? 
Answer,  Yea,  sir. 
Question.  Nearer  to  Tyler  ? 
Answer.  Right  at  him,  as  I  thought. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Were  there  any  persons  between  you  Mid  him  ? 
Answer.  None  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestjUm,  Did  he  have  his  pistol  in  his  hand  when  you  saw  him  at  the  door  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  whether  he  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  or  not ;  he  was  in 
the  act  of  turning,  with  his  face  ia  the  direction  of  the  sheriff's  office. 

Question.  His  position  was  such  that  he  might  have  had  a  pistol  in  his  hajid  without 
your  seeingit  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Go  right  on  .with  your  account  of  what  took  place 

Answer.  After  the  first  pistol  was  fired,  almost  instantly  there  was  an  indiscriminate 
and  promiscuous  firing  in  the  court-room.  I  suppose  that  the  number  of  persons  there 
would  range  from  one  hundred  and  fifty  to  two  hundred,  perhaps  about  an  equal  Dum- 
ber of  whites  and  of  blacks.  There  were  a  great  many  blacks  who  were  standing  in 
the  south  end  of  the  court-room,  next  to  the  wall,  back  of  the  west  row  of  seats,  and  a 
great  many  were  sitting  on  the  seats  on  the  west  side  of  the  court-room.  The  other  side, 
the  seats  on  the  east  side  of  the  court-room,  was  occupied  by  the  whites,  and  a  few 
benches  on  the  west  side,  in  front,  were  also  occupied  by  whites. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  At  what  particular  moment  did  you  observe  that  Judge  Bramlette  was 
killed! 

Answer.  As  soon  as  this  first  shot  was  fired  and  the  promiscuous  firing  commenced, it 
alarmed  me  very  much,  and  I  moved  from  the  place  where  I  was  when  Brantley  gath- 
ered up  the  stick,  and  went  back  to  the  eastern  aisle  of  the  court-room,  and  walked,  I 
sup]K>se,  some  eight  or  ten  steps  toward  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Over  on  the  white  side,  as  you  call  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  was  nearer  to  that  aisle  than  to  any  other,  and  I  walked  back 
there  because  that  aisle  leads  directly  to  the  main  entrance  of  the  court-room.  Wheu 
I  had  gone  that  far  I  heard  William  S.  Fatten,  the  marshal,  haUoo  out  that  a  good  man 
had  been  killed,  and  begging  them  to  quit  firing.  I  immediately  turned  around  and 
walked  back  to  the  table  to  see  who  had  been  killed.  When  I  reached  there  I  saw 
Judge  Bramlette  lying  dead.    It  seems  he  had  been  killed  instantly. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump: 

Question.  Where  was  he  hit  ? 

Answer.  In  the  left  side  of  his  head. 

Question.  While  sitting  there  as  presiding  magistrate  in  what  direction  was  the  left 
side  of  his  head  f 

Answer.  To  the  east. 

Ques^n.  Toward  the  door  where  this  Tyler  was  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  Having  become  still  more  alarmed  than  I  was  before,  I  turned 
around  and  walked  back  m  the  direction  I  first  started,  making  toward  the  main 
entrance  of  the  court-room ;  and  as  I  passed  the  door  at  which  I  last  saw  defendant, 
Tyler — the  door  that  leads  to  the  sheriff's  office — I  turned  my  head  and  looked  through 
there  and  saw  a  colored  man,  who  I  afterward  learned  was  named  Ford,  lying  upon 

the  floor ;  he  seemed  to  have  been  shot. 

» 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  On  the  floor  in  the  sheriff's  office? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  just  inside  the  door.  By  the  time  I  did  all  this  the  firing  had  abont 
ceased.  I  suppose  there  were  about  twenty  or  thirty  shots  fired  iu  the  court-room ; 
that  is,  as  well  as  I  can  approximate  to  anything  of  that  sort  in  the  excitement  and 
fright  of  such  an  occasion. 

Question.  You  were  more  concerned  to  get  out  of  there  than  to  count  the  shot<s  1 

Answer.  I  wanted  very  much,  indeed,  to  get  out,  but  I  could  not  do  so,  because  the 
vray  was  blocked.    About  the  time  I  did  all  this  and  had  walked  a  few  paces  the  firing 


MISSISSIPPI.  171 

ceased.    I  looked  toward  the  main  entrance  and  saw  the  colored  people  running  dowt 
tbe  stairs. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Que8tUm,  The  oonrt-room  is  in  the  second  story  of  the  huilding  ? 
Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  The  whites  were  nearest  the  door  when  the  firing  began  f 

Anmper.  Yes^  sir ;  except  those  standing  up  a^nst  the  w^. 

Qtiesiion,  Where  did  the  firing  seem  to  come  from,  what  yon  saw  and  heard  of  it  f 
'  A  nswer.  It  seemed  to  he  promiscuous :  all  over  the  whole  court-room,  it  seemed  to  me. 

Question.  In  what  direction  did  the  shots  seem  to  be  aimed  f 

The  Chairman.  (Mr.  Poland.)    I  seems  to  me  it  would  be  better  to  let  the  witness 
get  through  with  his  account. 

Mr.  •Stevenson.    Very  welL 

The  Witness.    While  these  colored  people  were  going  down  the  stairs — I  do  not 
think  they  had  all  got  down ;  at  least  I  nad  not  been  able  to  get  out  because  of  the 
crowd — quite  a  crowd  came  running  by  me  and  said  that  defendant  Tyler  had  made 
his  escape;  that  he  had  jumped  off  the  veranda  onto  the  sidewalk;  and  the  crowd 
ran  on  luiead  of  me;  I  was  about  thd  last  man,  or  among  the  last,  that  got  down  out  ot 
the  court-house ;  because  after  they  passed  me  I  stopp^  a  moment ;  I  think  I  perhaps 
had  a  little  conversation,  a  word  or  two,  with  the  city  marshal,  in  reference  to  Judge 
Bramlette,  who  had  been  killed.   I  then  went  on  down  the  stairs  and  out  on  the  sidewaic, 
There  were  a  CTeat  manypersons  running  in  a  direction  rather  northwest  from  the 
court-house,  asking  where  Tyler  was.  stating  that  he  had  killed  Judge  Bramlette.    They 
went  over  to  the  block  immediately  across  the  street  from  the  court-house,  I  think 
to  the  farthest  side  of  the  block  next  to  the  street,    lu  a  very  short  time  I  heard  firing, 
and  I  went  over  close  to  the  spot  with  the  deputy  sheriff.    You  will  discover,  from  the 
testimony  in  that  iuvestigation,  that  I  was  tuere  with  him  endeavoring  to  keep  down 
the  excitement  as  much  aa  possible.    I  then  went  back  toward  the  court-house,  and 
there  J  learned  that  Tyler  Ead  been  killed,  which  I  supposed  was  the  fact  when  I  lieard 
the  guns  firing,  fhough  I  did  not  know  where  Tyler  hail  gone.    Yet  this  crowd  was  on 
ahead  of  me,  and  I  supposed  they  knew  where  he  had  gone  and  were  following  him.  I 
did  not  go  very  near  the  house;  I  did  not  see  Tyler  then,  nor  did  I  see  him  auerward. 
Then,  ae  chairman  of  this  committee  of  safety,  I  advised  with  the  deputy  sheriff  as  to 
what  was  best  to  be  done  to  keep  down  the  excitement  among  the  people.  Several  had 
been  shot ;  I  did  not  know  how  many ;  I  did  not  know  to  what  extent  persons  had  been 
killed,  except  that  Judge  Bramlette  had  been  killed,  and  I  had  seen  this  colored  man 
lying  in  the  sherifi^s  office ;  I  did  not  know  who  he  was  at  the  time.    The  deputy  sherit) 
said  he  wanted  additional  force,  that  is,  special  police ;  and  he  wanted  me,  as  chair- 
man of  the  committee  of  safety,  to  give  him  such  men  as  he  wanted;  I  told  him  that 
whoever  he  wanted  they  were  there,  and  I  felt  authorized  to  speak  for  the  citizens  and 
say  that  if  he  called  upon  any  man  to  serve  as  a  sx>ecial  policeman,  or  as  a  deputy 
sheriff,  to  keep  down  the  excitement  and  restore  quiet,  he  would  very  cheerfully  serve 
him  in  that  capacity.    We  then  went  on  up  the  street  in  the  direction  of,  but  to  the 
east  of,  where  Tyler  had  been  killed,  and  there  we  saw  a  largo  crowd.    The  deputy 
sheriff  and  myself  got  some  men  into  a  solid  body ;  they  were  scattered  about  before, 
and  we  took  them  down  toward  the  court-house.    Tbe  report  to  me  was,  and  it  was 
the  general  information,  that  when  this  commenced  and  the  colored  people  ran  down, 
they  were  going  immediately  to  the  church  where  they  held  their  Loyal  Lea^e  meet- 
ings, and  where  I  was  informed  they  kept  their  arms.    That  is  only  information ;  I  did 
not  know  as  to  the  facts ;  but  the  opinion  was  that  they  were  going^there  to  arm 
themselves  and  come  back.    Hence  it  was  that  the  deputy  sheriff  and  myself  had  this 
consultation,  to  restore  peace  as  far  as  possible,  and  to  protect  the  town  against  the 
assaults  of  those  armed  bodies  if  they  should  return.    When  we  got  down  there  he  took 
this  little  squad  or  body  of  men  that  we  had  got  into  an  organized  shape,  and  marched 
them  down  to  the  court-house,  and  then  divided  them  oft'  into  little  squads  to  patrol 
the, town,  with  orders  to  take  arms  from  both  whites  and  blacks  wherever  they  found 
them,  except  those  who  were  authorized  by  the  sheriff  to  act  as  special  deputies  for 
him.    Whether  that  was  done  or  not  I  do  not  know;  I  left  very  shortly  after  that  and 
went  out  home.    However,  I  am  getting  on  a  little  too  fast.    When  we  went  back  to  the 
coort-house  with  this  squad  of  men  to  be  divided  off  into  little  squads,  I  threw  my  eye 
up  to  the  veranda  of  the  court-house,  that  is,  the  veranda  that  overhung  the  sidewalk 
from  the  sheriff's  office;  and  when  I  did  so  I  saw  a  man  just  in  the  act  of  falling,  leav- 
ing the  edge  of  the  veranda,  and  I  heard  him  fall  on  the  sidewalk. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  veranda  is  in  the  second  story  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  overhung  the  sidewalk  of  Johnson  avenue,  as  it  is  called. « I 

12h 
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afterward  ascertained  that  it  was  Billy  Dennis,  alias  Clopton ;  he  goes  sometimes  by 
one  name  and  sometimes  by  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

QuesiUm,  Was  he  desidi 

Ansicer,  1  did  not  go  right  up  to  him  to  see;  I  could  not  do  it;  in*iact  I  did  not  see 
him  afterward,  certainly  not  to  identify  him ;  I  saw  the  physician  who  was  called  to 
examine  him  and  take  charge  of  him  as  a  physician,  and  I  asked  him  who  it  was  and 
if  he  was  seriously  hurt,  or  would  die  from  his  wounds  if  he  had  received  any ;  and  I 
remarked  at  the  time  that  I  thought  that  fall  was  enough  to  kill  any  man  without  any- 
thing else.  He  told  me  that  he  thought  perhaps  the  wounds  were  very  dangerous,  the 
gun-shot  or  pistol-shot  wounds ;  that  is  my  recollection  of  the  information  I  got  urom 
the  physician  who  examined  his  wounds. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  persons  throwing  him  from  the  veranda? 

Answer,  1  saw  persons  standing  upon  the  veranda,  hut  upon  my  word  and  honor  I 
cannot  tell  who  tney  were ;  I  saw  the  man  Just  about  the  time  he  was  leaving  the  ed^ 
of  the  veranda,  and  I  was  so  shocked  and  hoirified  at  the  idea  of  throwing  a  man 
over  in  that  way  that  it  just  unhinged  me. 

Question.  Without  regard  to  who  the  parties  were ;  were  they  throwing  him  overt 

Answer,  I  think  they  threw  him  over,  or  he  was  rolled  over.  Perhaps  if  they  liad 
thrown  him  they  might  have  thrown  him  over  the  banisters. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Was  there  a  railing  to  this  veranda  f 

Ausu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  go  over  the  railing  f 

Anstoer.  He  went  under  it,  I  think,  from  the  fact  that  he  was  just  leaving  the  floer 
as  I  tiirew  my  eye  up  that  way. 

QtiesHon.  Could  a  man  be  thrust  through  under  the  railing? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir,  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  upright  ppst  in  the  center 
of  the  railing,  only  at  the  corners ;  he  might  have  been  thrown  over,  but  the  impres- 
sion  made  ui>on  me  at  the  time  was  that  he  was  rolled  under,  and  not  thrust  over ;  it 
would  amount  to  the  same  thing. 

Question.  You  thought  from  the  x>osition  you  saw  him  in,  that  he  rolled  o£^  not  ef 
his  own  will,  but  because  of  what  was  done  by  somebody  else  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  exactly  my  opinion,  and  it  is  yet,  that  he  was  rolled  ovor, 
not  by  any  exertion  of  his  own,  but  by  force  of  some  others. 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  narration  of  what  else  occurred  that  day. 

Anstcer.  There  is  a  kind  of  interregnum ;  I  will  have  to  state  now  only  what  I  waa 
informed.  A  very  short  time  after  the  falling  of  Clopton,  alias  Dennis,  from  the 
veranda  to  the  sidewalk,  I  left  the  town  and  went  out  home ;  it  was  about  sundown, 
I  suppose.  My  home  is  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town.  The  next  morning,  when. 
I  came  into  town,  I  learned  that  Mr.  Aaron  Moore's  residence  had  been  bumea  during 
the  night  of  that  Monday,  and  also  the  colored  Baptist  church  of  that  place.  There 
was  a  meeting  of  the  citizens  called,  and  resolutions  were  adopted  by  that  meeting 
condemning,  in  the  severest  terms,  the  burning  of  those  buildings.  And  a  committee 
was  appointed,  as  I  remember,  to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  tires,  and  if  any  testi- 
mony could  be  obtained  by  which  they  could  arrive  at  a  clew  to  the  parties  who  were 
engaged  in  burning  those  buildings,  such  steps  were  to  be  taken  as  were  necessary  to 
bring  them  to  trial.  I  think  the  committee  reported,  perhaps  a  day  or  two  after  that, 
that  they  could  not  ascertain  how  the  fires  originated  ;  but  I  think  they  reported  that 
the  firing  of  the  church  was  evidently  the  work  of  an  incendiary. 

Question,  Let  me  ask  you  right  there  a  question :  How  near  was  Moore's  house  to  the 
church  that  was  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  tell  you ;  I  do  not  know  where  that  church  was ;  it  was  up 
on  the  hill,  and  I  have  never  been  there  or  near  there. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  ascertain  is  this :  Whether  the  fire  from  one  building  could 
communicate  to  the  other. 

Answer.  No.  sir;  it  could  not  have  done  that.  * 

Question.  They  were  not  near  enough  to  each  other  for  that  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHoTi.  There  must  have  been,  then,  two  separate  fires? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  give  the  committee  a  theory  in  regard  to  this  matter; 
whether  the  theory  is  correct  or  not  is  another  thing.  The  theory  there  in  regard  te 
the  burning  of  the  church,  and  also  the  burning  of  Moore's  house,  is  that  some  parties 
went  up  there  and  burned  the  church,  believing,  when  they  did  so,  that  it  was  Aaron 
Moore's  church,  where  the  Loyal  League  met,  and  where  they  were  said  to  keep  their 
flie-arms.  It  is  my  opinion  that  no  citizens  of  Meridian  burned  those  buildings,  be- 
'sause,  if  they  had  intended  to  bum  the  church  at  all,  they  would  have  bnm^  Mr 
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Moore's  church ;  and  all  the  people  who  live  there  know  the  Baptist  church  from  the 
Methodist.    That  is  the  theory  upon  ^^hich  I  go  that  it  was  done  by  some  stranger. 

Question.  By  somebody  who  does  not  live  in  your  town  T 
•    Answer,  Yee,  sir;  that  is  my  Jud/spnent. 

Question,  Right  in  that  connection,  have  yon  such  information  as  induces  you  to 
believe  that  there  were  persons  brought  there  that  night  in  any  numbers  from  abroad  f 

Answer,  1  would  state  this :  I  was  out  home,  a  mile  and  a  half  from  town,  that 
night ;  but  I  have  been  informed  that  persons  came  there  during  the  first  part  of  the 
night,  that  there  were  stran^rs  seen  in  town,  and  those  strangers  were  not  seen  there 
the  next  day.  The  supposition  is  that  they  came  in  during  the  night  and  left  during 
the  night ;  the  consequence  was  that  I  did  not  see  any  of  tnose  strangers. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  From  where  were  they  said  to  have  come  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  the  general  supposition  that  they  came  fh>m  Alabama.  A 
train  comes  in  from  Alabama  during  the  night,  and  one  leaves  for  Alabama  eariy  in 
the  morning. 

By  the  CHAiBAfAN,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Was  it  8upi)08ed  that  they  were  the  same  persons  or  a  portion  of  the  same 
ipersons  who  were  over  there  at  the  time  of  the  tarial  of  Price,  a  monUi  before  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  that.  I  have  heard  this :  that  there  might  have 
been  a  man,  (I  really  do  not  know  his  eiven  name,  but  I  think  thev  caUed  him  Bey- 
aolds;)  this  man  Reynolds  was  arrested  there  in  Meridian,  by  the  white  persons,  after 
all  these  disturbances  and  these  fires  had  occurred. 

Question,  Arrested  for  what  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  supposed  that  he  set  fire  to  these  buildings. 

Question,  He  was  arrested  for  that! 

Answer,  For  that ;  but  they  could  not  substantiate  the  charge,  the  testimony  was 
■ot  sufficient ;  the  only  testimony  that  was  against  him  was  tiiat  he  went  into  a  drug- 
rtore  during  the  night,  and  wuited  to  buy  some  oil. 

Question,  Ihiring  that  same  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  Reynolds  live  in  the  town,  or  was  he  an  Alabama  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  He  seems  to  have  been  a  bird  of  passage;  sometimes  he  claims 
uvingston  as  his  home,  and,  at  other  times,  he  claims  some  oUier  place  as  his  home.  I 
heard  a  gentleman  from  Livingston  talking  about  him  the  other  day,  and  I  was  talking 
to  him 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Where  is  Livingston  f 
Answer,  In  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Was  Reynolds  one  of  the  persons  over  there  at  the  time  of  the  Price  trial  f 

Answer,  If  he  was,  I  da  not  remember  meeting  him ;  I  do  not  know  him .    I  was 

Spiog  to  say  I  did  not  know  him  when  I  saw  him,  but  I  believe  I  do.  I  have  seen 
jufln  perhaps  twice,  and  I  would  perhiq>s  recognize  him  now  if  I  were  to  see  him. 
p^ere  were  other  parties,  and  I  am  reminded  of  it,  perhaps,  by  the  connection. 
Some  time  during  tne  night  there  were  three  colored  men  taken  from  some  office  in  the 
court-house,  I  think,  perhaps,  the  office  of  the  circuit  clerk,  where  they  were  in  the 
*P>tody  of  some  men.  I  think  the  testimony  shows  that  there  were  four  men  at  one 
time,  and  two  at  another  time,  who  had  charge  of  them ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly 
^^t  the  testimony  was  in  that  regard.  At  any  rate,  it  seems  that  they  were  taken 
P'om  the  custody  of  the  persons  who  were  guarding  them,  and  were  murdered.  In  the 
^▼estigation,  made  before  the  circuit  Judge,  the  marshal  testified  that  on  Tuesday 
Jibing,  some  time  before  day,  some  person,  then  unknown  to  him—but  it  seems 
he  had  his  suspicions  as  to  who  he  was;  I  do  not  know  upon  what  they  were  founded 
?^>s*cd — some  one  came  to  him,  and  asked  him,  ''Are  you  (Senem  Patton,  tho 
aty  marshal  r  Patton  replied,  **Iam."  This  unknown  man,  with  his  hat,  as  tho 
niarahal  said,  pulled  rather  over  his  eyes,  said  to  the  marshal :  "I  know  you,  but  you 
*^  *  know  me ;  I  know  you  as  the  city  marshal ;  I  am  a  Georgian,  but  I  now  live  in 
Alabama;  I  am  going  to  leave  in  a  very  short  time,  but  if  you  will  go  to"— de- 
wpating  a  certain  spot  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Raikoad— "you  will  there  find 
^*^*^  dead  colored  men.''    The  marshal  accordingly  went  there,  and  found  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson: 

Option,  Was  that  on  Tuesday  morning  T 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  PoLAin>:) 

.  Q^testion,  Those  were  the  three  colored  men  in  charge  of  the  keepers  in  tlie  oourt- 
heuseY 
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Answer.  Yes,  air. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

*  Question,  How  many  guards  were  around  these  colored  men  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  whether  there  were  two* or  four,  as  I  remarked  a  moment* 
ago. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

QussUon,  Does  that  complete  your  account  of  the  disturbance  f 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  so  far  as  the  important  facts  are  concerned  touching  the  riot. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  that  when  the  first  pistol  was  fired  in  the  court-room  yon  iimied 
and  looked  in  the  direction  from  which  the  fire  came,  as  indicated  by  the  eoond,  and 
saw  Tyler  standing  in  the  door-way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  yon  saw  the  smoke  coming  from  that  door  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  door  leading  in  the  direction  of  the  sheriff's  office? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  one  else  in  that  direction  that  you  saw  f 

Answer,  None  to  obstruct  my  view ;  there  were  some  white  men  sitting  between 
where  defendant,  Tyler,  was  and  the  main  entrance,  about  the  time  the  first  sbot  wa« 
fiired. 

Question,  Could  that  shot  have  come  from  them  f 

Ansv^,  Well,  it  is  possible  that  it  could  have  come  from  them,  but  not  at.  all  prob> 
able,  because  when  I  looked  around,  and  I  looked  almost  simultaneously  with  the  iuing 
of  the  pistol,  not  simultaneously  of  course,  but  as  soon  after  as  I  could,  I  saw  the  smoke 
right  in  the  door-way. 

Question.  There  was  no  smoke  where  those  white  persofis  were  f 

Answer,  There  were  no  persons  near  enough  to  have  left  a  smoke  in  the  door-way, 
from  the  firing  of  a  pistol,  that  I  could  see. 

Question,  What  was  your  conviction  in  regard  to  the  person  who  fired  that  first  shot, 
from  what  you  saw  at  the  time  ?      • 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  the  irresistible  conviction  on  my  mind  was  that  the  first  shot  was 
fired  by  defendant,  Tyler,  that  is,  from  the  circumstances  I  have  just  related,  and  the 
smoke  of  the  pistol  immediately  after  I  heard  the  first  shot. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Now,  to  go  a  little  back,  I  want  to  ask  you  a  few  general  questions.  The 
colored  people  held  a  meeting  on  the  Saturday  night  before  the  riot.  What  was  the 
difficulty  with  the  colored  people ;  what  was  it  that  they  were  complaining  off 

Answer,  It  was  Saturday  afternoon  they  held  their  meeting,  not  Saturday  ni^ht. 

Question,  'Well,  I  am  referring  to  the  meeting  before  the  fire  in  Sturgis's  bnildin|^. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  testimony  went  to  show  that  while  their  speeches  were  incen- 
diary and  inflammatory 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  about  the  speeches,  but  what  were  they  complaining  off 

Answer,  In  those  speeches  they  said  that  Eu-Klux  had  been  coming  over  from  Ala- 
bama, and  the  officers  of  the  law  would  not  protect  them ;  so  they  wouhl  protect  them- 
selves— take  the  laws  into  their  own  hands ;  that  is  the  testimony  of  some  of  the 
witnesses  before  the  investigating  committee. 

Question.  What  did  yon  understand  was  referred  to  by  "  Eu-KLux  coming  over  from 
Alabama  f  what  particular  transaction  f 

Answer.  That  had  reference  to  these  parties  who  came  over  with  Adam  Eennard, 
the  party  prosecuting  Mr.  Price,  and  the  two  colored  witnesses. 

QuesUon,  Did  it  rerer  to  the  Alabama  men  taking  off  some  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  they  claimed  in  that  meetin||^  that  if  the  authorities  and  officers  of  the 
law  would  not  protect  them  against  such  things  they  must  protect  themselves  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  it;  that^was  in  connection  with  these  inflammatory 
speeches,  using  incendiary  language,  which  was  detailed  by  the  witnesses  on  that 
occasion. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  they  complained  of  anything  else,  except  a  lack 
of  protection  by  the  authorities  against  these  Kn-Klux  f 

Answef,  Yes,  sir;  my  understanding  was  that  they  complained  against  aU  the  white 
people. 

Question.  What  was  the  complaint  f 

Ansu>er.  I  really  do  not  know  what  the  particular  charges  or  complaints  were;  only 
that  there  seemed  to  be  a  bad  feeling;  they  seemed  to  have  a  hatred  toward  the  white 
people. 
#-  Question,  For  what  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know,  auless  they  had  been  taught  bv  Mr.  Price  to  hate  them. 
Quegtion,  What  did  they  complain  that  the  white  people  had  done  or  omitted  to  do  f 
Answer.  They  did  not,  as  I  know  of,  say  that  the  white  people  generally  had  omitt^ 
to  do  anything,  but  perhaps  they  said  that  these  men  who  came  over  there  and  took 
tiiese  colored  people  away  from  Meridian  onffht  to  have  been  arrested. 

QuesHon.  I  want  to  ascertain,  so  far  as  you  know  from  any  information  which  you 
have,  what  it  was  that  the  colored  people  were  dissatisfied  about. 

Answer.  I  think  the  dissatisfEMstion  was  from  the  fe^^t  that  these  men  came  over  there 
from  Alabama  and  took  the  colored  men  away  from  Mississippi. 
Question.  You  think  that  was  the  substance  of  it  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir :  and  they  seemed  to  think  that  the  officers,  perhaps,  did  not  dis- 
charge their  duty  oy  arresting  those  parties.  I  would  say  here  that  the  white  people 
cQD^mned  them. 
Question.  Were  an v  measures  taken  to  redress  in  any  way  that  wrong  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  could  not  well  take  these  matters  into  their  own  hands  when 
the  officers  were  there  and  did  not  take  any  steps  to  do  it.  Mayor  Sturgis  was  there, 
the  sheriff  was  there,  and  all  the  county  officers  were  there. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  this  Mayor  Sturgis  and  Mr.  Price  having  exercised 
a  bad  infiuenoe  upon  the  colored  people,  and  incited  them  to  do  things  that  were  wrong. 
Now,  so  far  as  you  know,  or  so  far  as  you  Have  any  credible  infommtion,  what  wrong 
thing,  or  wrong  course,  did  either  of  those  men  advise  the  colored  people  to  do  or  to 
take! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  any  particular  advice  that  they  gave  them.  But  when 
Mr.  Sturgis  first  went  there,  and  for  some  time  after  he  went  there,  and  even  for  a 
whilQ  after  he  was  mayor,  the  colored  people  and  the  white  people  eot  alon^  together 
very  smoothly  and  quietly,  without  any  serious  troubles,  only  so  far  as  ^ey  might 
arise  at  any  tmie  between  individuals  of  any  color.  But  after  he  had  been  mayor  for 
some  time— I  do  not  exactlv  know  how  long — we  could  see  a  marked  difiference  grad- 
ually growing  up  among  the  colored  people  in  their  demeanor  toward  and  treatment 
of  tne  white  people. 
Question.  What  did  they  do  ? 

Answer.  They  would  treat  them  very  insolently  upon  the  street ;  would  not  meet 
them  with  that  cordiality  that  they  had  shown  before. 
QuesHon.  Did  they  commit  any  outrages  upon  the  white  people  ?• 
Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of;  none  openly. 
Question.  They  were  not  so  civil  as  they  Jiad  been  before  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  yon  believe,  or  have  any  information,  that  Stur- 
gis or  Price  advised  the  colored  people  to  commit  any  unlawful  act  upon  the  person 
or  property  of  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  WeU,  sir,  I  cannot  say  that ;  but  I  believe  this 

Quution.  You  can  say  that,  if  you  believe  it. 

Anstiper.  I  am  not  going  to  say  that  I  believe  what  you  state ;  I  am  going  to  say 
something  else.  I  believe  this,  that  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Sturgis,  in  order  to  carry  out 
their  own  purposes,  for  their  own  self-promotion,  or  something  of  that  sort,  endeavored 
to  teach  the  colored  men  that  the  southern  white  men  were  not  their  friends,  but  their 
enemies,  and  taught  them  to  hate  us ;  that  is  my  impression. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  think  they  carried  that  so  far  as  to  advise  them  in  any  way, 
(Urectly  or  indirectly,  to  conunit  any  unlawful  act  upon  any  white  man  or  upon  his 
property  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  Instance  of  that  sort ;  but  I  am  in- 
clined to  believe  that  they 

Question.  Have  you  any  credible  information  of  any  instance  of  that  sort  f 
Answer.  I  can  state  this  in  connection  with  that  Price  and  Eennard  matter :  There 
were  two  young  men,  or  boys  rather — white  boys — who  were  going  from  town  over 
home  the  night  that  this  man  Kennard  was  whipped ;  they  had  been  to  a  debating 

society  in  town.    They  were  riding  along  the  road,  and  a  crowd  came  up  to  them 

Question.  What  are  the  names  of  those  young  men  f 

Answer.  One  was  named  Simms,  and  the  other  was  named  Ealpatrick ;   I  do  not 
remember  their  given  names ;  I  do  not  know  them.    They  said  they  were  ordered  to 
halt ;  theydesiffuated  the  place  where  they  were  ordered  to  halt  as  the  place  that  Ken- 
nard designated  as  the  one  where  he  was  whipped.    They  commenced  cursing  them 
and  abusing  them,  and  they  ran  their  horses  up  the  road,  and  the  crowd  fired  at  them 
%  they  ran.    The  supposition,  from  the  circumstance  that  that  was  the  same  place 
wnere  Kennard  says  he  was  whipped  and  outraged,  the  place  where  these  boys  were 
tihot  at,  or  near  the  place,  between  that  and  the  town — the  supposition  is  that  it  was 
(be  same  crowd  that  did  it. 
Qtiestion.  It  was  the  same  night,  was  it  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
(iues^n.  What  is  the  idea  about  their  being  ordered  to  halt  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Was  it  supposed  that  they  fired  upon  them  with  intent  to  injure  tbemf 

Answer.  The  boys  said  that  the  balls  whistled  very  near  them,  but  they  could  not  tell 
whether  they  were  intended  to  hit  them  or  not ;  they  did  not  hit  them. 

Question.  They  heard  the  balls  T 

Anstoei:  That  is  what  they  said. 

Question.  Was  any  proceeding  instituted  against  anybody  foAhat  T 

Answer.  They  did  not  know  who  they  were.  The  day  after  that  this  man  Price  was 
arrested  upon  the  affidavit  of  Eennard. 

Question,  But  nobody  was  ever  arrested  for  firing  upon  the  young  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not  know  whom  to  arrest ;  there  was  no  way  to  get  at  it, 
except  the  circumstance  I  have  just  related,  to  you. 

^Msiion.  You  have  no  evidence  whether  that,  or  any  act  of  the  hdnd,  was  advised  by 
the  mayor  T 

Answer.  I  have  no  personal  knowledge  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  belief  that  ho  advised  any  such  act  f 

Answer.  My  opinion  is  that  the  advice  and  teachings  of  Mr.  Price  and  Mr.  Stargis 
to  the  colored  men  were  of  such  a  character  as  would  be  calculated  to  iuoite  tiie  col- 
ored men  against  the  whites. 

Question.  What  I  want  to  get  afr  is,  not  whether  they  advised  colored  men  that-  they 
were  as  good  as  white  men,  &c.,  but  whether  you  believe  that  Mayor  Sturgiseverooon- 
seled  the  colored  people  to  commit  violence  upon  the  persons  or  property  of  white 
men  f 

Anstvev.  No,  sir ;  I  do^iot  know  that  he  ever  advised  any  such  thing. 

By  Mr.  Van  Trump  : 

Question.  But  you  do  believe  that  their  advice  tended  to  incite  the  negroes  against 
the  whites  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  stir  up  a  bad  feeling  between  the  two  races. 

Bv  "Mr.  Blair  : 

'    Question.  What  was  alleged  to  have  been  the  cause  for  the  whipping  of  Kennard  by 
Price  and  others  ? 

Ansiccr.  Well,  nothing.  I  asked  Kennard  if  Price  had  anything  against  him ;  he 
came  up  in  my  office  and  told  me  about  it;  he  was  hunting  for  the  district  attorney, 
the  prosecuting  attorney,  in  the  first  place. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Q^uestion,  1  think  we  shall  ^et  along  a  little  faster  if  we  wait  until  one  member  ot 
the  conmiittee  gets  through  with  the  witness,  and  take  our  turns.  What  was  Kennaxd 
over  there  for? 

Answer.  My  information  was  this :  That  he  came  over  there  to  try  and  get  some  col- 
ored men  to  go  back  to  Sumter  County  and  work.  They  had  left  their  £ums  there, 
and  had  come  into  Meridian  in  quite  large  numbers ;  thev  had  left  the  farms  where 
thev  had  been  working,  and  it  was  almost  imiK)6sible  for  farmers  to  get  hands ;  that 
is  tne  information  I  got ;  he  came  over  to  see  if  he  could  exercise  his  influence  with 
them,  and  get  them  to  go  back. 

Question.  To  persuade  tfrem  to  go  back  f 

Ansu^er.  To  persuade  them  to  go  back  on  those  farms,  saying  that  Price  had  induced 
them  to  come  from  Alabama  in  quite  large  numbers — I  do  not  Imow  how  many — ^having 
in  view,  perhaps,  the  mayoralty  of  the  city — to  make  them  voters  before  the  election 
rolled  round ;  that  was  the  ostensible  reason  assigned. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  this  man  who  came  over  from  Alabama  wus  a 
deputy  sheriff  in  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  so  understood ;  he  told  me  himself  he  was  a  deputy  sherifff 

Question.  Did  you  understand  he  came  over  to  Meridian  for  the  purpose  of  arresting 
anybody? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not ;  I  have  not  understood  so. 

Question.  As  you  understood  it,  he  came  there  for  the  purpose  of  persuading  some 
men  to  go  back  to  their  employers  ? 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  what  Kennard  himself  told  me  in  my  office.  I  did  hear  this 
about  it :  That  while  he  was  there,  perhaps,  there  was  some  man  who  had  committed 
an  assault  and  battery  with  intent  to  kill,  or  something  of  that  sort,  upon  a'  colored 
maU)  whom  Kennard  saw,  and  the  police  of  the  town  of  Meridian  got  arfcer  him  to  arrest 
him,  and  shot  at  him.    I  do  not  know  what  became  of  the  case  afterward. 

Question.  Did  yop  understand  that  this  man  Kennard  arrested,  or  undertook  to  arrest, 
anybody  when  he  was  there  in  Meridian  f 

Answer.  The  inference  that  I  drew,  from  the  conversation  that  I  had  with  Eennard, 
was,  that  he  pointed  out  this  man,  identified  him,  and  pointed  him  out  to  the  police. 

Question.  Some  of  your  Meridian  police  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  some  of  the  colored  police  who  were  after  him. 
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Queatiom.  You  did  not  understand  that  he  undertook  to  make  any  arrest  himself? 

Answer.  1  did  not  so  understand  it ;  that  might  have  been  the  true  state  of  faQ^, 
however,  but  I  do  not  know  it  to  be  so ;  he  did  not  so  state  it  to  me. 

QiUsUon.  Did  you  understand  that  this  matter  about  legal  proceedings  against  Prico 
bad  anything  to  do  with  the  Meridian  riot ;  that  any  part  of  the  proceedings  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  that,  except  the  taking  off  of  these  men  into  Alabama  by  the  men 
who  came  from  AlabauMtf  Did  the  legsu  proceedings  against  Price  have  anything  t<> 
do  with  the  subsequent  disturbance  or  riot  at  Meridian  ? 

Anstcer.  I  understood  that  the  colored  people  there  were  very  angry  against  Prico 
for  leaving.  ^ 

Questiou.  Angry  with  whom  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  know ;  I  suppose  they  were  angry  with  those  who  had  advised 
his  leaving. 

Question,  You  say  that  his  leaving  w(is  suggested  by  his  own  political  friends  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  Did  you  understand  that  this  meeting  that  was  got  «P^by  the  colored  peo- 
ple had  any  reference  to  their  dissatisfaction  with  Price's  going  offt 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  so  understand  it :  I  understood  that  they  were  dissatisfied 
with  his  leaving? 

Question.  The  substance  of  their  complaint  and  dissatisfaction  was,  that  the  officers 
of  the  law  did  not  afford  colored  men  protection  against  unlawful  acts;  that  they  did 
not  arrest  these  white  men  or  Ku-Klux  ?     . 

Anstoer,  That  seemed  to  be  the  drift  of  their  speeches — that  is,  a  portion  of  them. 

Question.  Now,  a  word  or  two  about  this  transaction  in  the  court-house.  You  think 
that  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed  bjr  this  shot  which  you  supposed  was  fired  by  Tyler  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  opinion,  although  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  did  not  see  the 
pistol  fired,  and  I  did  not  see  the  Judge  fall. 

Question.  Of  course  you  have  stated  all  your  reasons  for  believing  that.  Is  it  your 
belief  that  Tyler  intended  to  kill  Judge  Bramlette  ? 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  believe  that  he  intended  it,  and  I  will  give  you  my  reasons 
for  so  believing.  When  Brantley  moved  between  those  two  tables,  in  the  direction  of 
Tyler,  I  suppose  Brantley  must  have  been  four  feet  from  Mr.  Bramlette,  the  magis« 
trate,  out  of  the  range  of  any  person  firing  at  the  magistrate  &om  the  door  where  I 
last  saw  defendant,  Tyler :  if  he  had  wanted  to  shoot  at  Brantley  it  would  have  been, 
perhaps,  four  feet  out  of  the  range  of  Judge  Bramlette.  The  magistrate  also  stated, 
Wore  the  trial,  that  he  had  attempted  to  advise  Tyler  to  go  on  peacefully  and  quietly, 
and  to  try  to  get  along  well  with  everybo<ly,  and  not  stir  up  any  strife  between  the 
rac^ ;  that  Tyler  got  mad  with  him  for  it,  and  said  that  the  next  white  man  who 
advised  him  to  do  any  such  thing,  he  would  slap  in  the  mouth.  Judge  Bramlette 
remarked,  befere  he  went  up  there  to  hold  the  court,  that  he  did  not  fike  to  do  it, 
because  Tyler  was  to  be  there,  and  he  was  mad  with  him. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  Judge  Bramlette  ? 

Ansicer.  He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  good  reputation. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q_ues1i(m.  Had  he  the  ill-will  of  any  individual? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contraiy,  both  parties  liked  him.  / 

Question.  If  Tyler  intended  to  shoot  him,  you  think  it  was  on  account  of  his  own 
personal  ill-will  toward  him  ? 
•    Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  do  not  think  it  was  anything  else. 

Question.  You  believe  that  Tyler  shot  him  f 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  belief. 

Question.  Is  that  the  general  accepted  opinion  in  your  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  quite  a  number  oi  witnesses  that  saw  him  fire 

Q^uestion.  Is  that  the  belief  of  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  they  believe  it;  the  majority  of  them  do  not;  some  few  may 
believe  it. 

Question.  That  is  not  their  version  of  it  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not,  althongh  I  never  heard  one  speak  of  it  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  general  opinion  among  the  colored  peo- 
ple as  to  who  shot  Judge  Bramlette  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  only  that  they  do  not  believe  that  Tyler  shot  him ;  that  is 
what  I  have  heard,  though  I  have  never  heard  one  of  them  speak  about  it  at  all ;  I 
have  been  informed  that  they  did  not  believe  that  he  was  shot  oy  Tyler. 

Qutstion.  The  complaint  made  against  Tyler  and  these  other  men,  who  were  then  on 
trial,  was  ihat  they  made  incendiary  speeches  ? 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Was  that  prosecution  under  some  statnt^e  of  ^our  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so— for  inciting  a  riot,  something  of  that  sort ;  for  using  in* 
■cendiarj'  language  ;  I  think  there  is  a  st^vtute  of  that  sort. 
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Question,  For  what  were  tlie  three  colored  men  arrested,  -who  were  killed  during  the 
lAghtf 

Answer.  Well.  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  arrested  for ;  I  did  not  know  they  wen 
arrested  until  they  had  been  arrested  and  killed.  I  will  say  this,  that  this  man  Isaac 
Lee  was  there  in  the  coort-honse;  I  do  not  know  whether  the  others  were  there  or  not; 
and  when  Lee  went  down-stairs  several  white  persons  went  to  him,  and  I  think  they 
were  about  to  arrest  him,  when  a  white  man.  Doctor  Bass,  for  whom  Isaao  Lee  was 
working,  came  up  and  told  these  white  men  not  to  trouble  him,  to  let  him  eq ;  that  to 
far  as  he  knew,  he  was  a  peaceable  and  good,  quiet  negro.  They  did  let  him  go,  but 
it  seems  that  just  as  he  started  off  they  discovered  fire-arms  on  his  person ;  they  exam- 
ined his  coat  and  found  one  of  these  large  brass-butted  pistols  in  each  side  of  ma  eoat : 
he  had  just  come  down  &om  the  court-room.  That  is  the  last  I  heard  of  him;  bat  I 
understood  they  took  him  into  custody  and  delivered  him  over  to  the  sheriff. 

Question.  What  about  the  other  two  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  when  they  were  arrested,  or  under  what  circumstances  tiiey 
were  arrested, 

QU€iBti4m.  Nor  what  for? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  any  warrant  was  issued  against  any  of  them  f 

Anstoer.  None  at  all,  that  I  know  of.  *- 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  sheriff,  or  anybody  else,  had  any  process  under 
which  they  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  But  for  some  reason  or  other  some  one  did  take  them  into  custody  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  were  taken  out  by  some  one  during  the  night  and  murdered  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  information. 

By  Mr.  Cobukn: 

Question.  At  what  time  of  the  night  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say ;  if  I  have  ever  heard  I  do  not  remember ;  I  judge  it  was  per- 
•  haps  in  the  latter  part  of  the  night,  but  I  do  not  know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  At  the  subsequent  examination  before  Judge  Leachman,  was  there  any 
endeavor  made  to  ascertain  who  did  this  f  I  understand  you  were  counsel  in  that 
investigation. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  afber  this  riot,  this  man  Brantley,  who  made  at  Tyler  with  the  stick, 
was  arrested  upon  the  same  charge  that  the  others  had  been  arrested  upon,  for  giving 
rise  to  the  riot  that  had  occurred  in  the  court-room,  for  that  was  the  beginning  of  it. 
Upon  his  trial  all  the  facts  were  brought  out  in  regard  to  that  riot. 

Question.  That  was  the  hearing  or  examination  before  Judge  Leachman  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  anybody  else  under  arrest  before  Judge  Leachman  except  Brant- 
ley? 

Answer.  There  were  several  parties  arrested  during  the  progress  of  the  trial. 

tQuesUon.  For  i^articipatiou  in  the  disturbance  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  the  course  of  the  examination  before  Judge  Leachman,  did  they  attempt 
to  ascertain  the  facts  in  relation  to  the  killing  of  these  three  colored  men ;  was  that 
specially  made  a  subject  of  examination  f 

Answer.  I  think  the  officers  attempted  to  do  so,  or  tried  to  do  so ;  and  the  citizexifr 
gave  them  whatever  assistance  they  could,  but  not  in  a  judicial  way  until  this  investi- 
gation took  place. 

Question.  Was  it  a  part  of  the  object  of  that  inquiry  before  Judge  Leachman  to  ascer- 
tain who  killed  those  three  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  the  object  of  the  investigation,  as  I  understood  it,  was  this:  To  take 
testimony  regardless  of  the  rules  of  testimony ;  to  take  all  the  testimony  that  could  be 
drawn  but  against  Brantley  in  commencing  this  liot;  to  take  all  the  testimony  that 
could  be  reached  from  any  source,  white  or  olack,  in  regard  to  any  particular  transac- 
tion or  occurrence  that  took  place  during  the  riot,  the  mres,  eyeryitimg  about  the  kill- 
ing of  these  three  men,  and  the  shooting  of  Dennis,  aliM  Clopton,  and  Tyler. 

Question.  Were  they  able  to  discover  who  killed  these  three  men? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  was  there  all  the  time 

Question.  Were  they  able  to  ascertain  who  killed  Tyler  and  Clopton  T 

Answer.  No.  sir;  they  were  not  able  to  do  it. 

Question.  Tnej^  could  not  find  out  anything  about  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestMu.  And  have  not  to  this  dayf 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  State  was  represented  by  the  district  attorney  of  that  district^ 
and  an  attorney  employed,  as  I  understand,  by  Governor  Alcorn. 
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QuetUotL  Yoa  appeared  for  the  persons  arrested  f 

Anawer.  Tea,  sir,  simply  at  the  request  of  the  citizens,  that  there  might  he  a  fall 
investigation  of  the  whole  matter.  The  citizens  were  anxious  that  the  origin  of  the 
fire  should  be  investigated. 

Qumtion,.  The^  were  not  able  to  discover  on  thfit  examination  who  set  the  firef 

Anawer,  No,  sir. 

Qiu»tion,  They  examined  into  the  cause  of  the  fires  at  Sturgis's  store,  the  Baptist 
church,  and  Moore's  house  f 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

<i¥t»tion.  And  they  could  not  find  out  who  set  any  of  them  on  firef 

Anawer,  No,  sir;  as  near  as  I  can  remember,  the  testimony  of  one  of  the  colored  wit- 
Dossee  in  regard  to  the  origin  of  the  fire,  or  rather  the  first  that  he  saw  of  it,  was  that 
be  was  staining  near  the  railroad  depot,  where  he  was  employed. 

Qtuaition,  Are  you  speaking  of  the  fire  at  Sturgis's  buildinff  or  the  ohorohf 

Asfmoer.  The  ore  at  Stnrgis's  building.  He  said  that  when  he  saw  it  he  ran  down 
there,  and  was  among  the  first  who  did  see  it  \  that  when  he  reached  the  stordiouse  of 
Storgis  he  started  to  run  into,  and  did  run  inside,  the  door ;  that  he  saw  two  men  tliere, 
one  near  the  door  and  another  sitting  on  or  standing  near  the  counter.  I  do  not  know 
which ;  he  said  that  the  fire  was  burning  in  the  second  story,  and  he  told  i^em  that 
the  house  was  on  fire ;  they  told  him  to  get  out  of  there,  or  something  to  that  effect. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qneation,  Did  he  know  either  of  those  men  f 

Anawer.  He  did  not  know  either  one  of  them.  He  said  one  of  themliad  heavy  black 
whiskers ;  and  William  Sturgis  had  very  heavy  black  whiskers. 

By  the  Chairhan,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuieaHon,  So  far  as  the  description  went,  it  answered  to  Sturgis  f 
Anawer.  Yee,  sir,  that  was  all. 

QueaHon.  Now,  in  regard  to  the  other  fire,  the  fire  at  Moore's  house  and  at  the  church ; 
were  those  two  buildings  burning  at  the  same  time  f 

Anawer.  I  do  not  know  which  was  first  burned ;  that  testimony  was  drawn  out,  but  I 
do  not  remember  what  it  was. 
QueatUm.  They  were  burned  the  same  night  f 
Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queatum.  But  whether  at  the  same  time,  you  do  not  know  f 
Anavoer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Queation.  You  say  the  good,  sober  people  of  your  place,  of  all  parties,  disapprove  of 
all  these  acts  of  violence,  the  killings  and  burnings. 

Anawer.  Yes,  sir,  they  disapproved  of  it ;  they  disapprove  of  any  violations  of  the 
law. 
Q^ustion.  And  they  are  anxious  to  bring  the  perpetrators  of  those  acts  to  justice  f 
Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueatUm.  Has  it  occurred  ta  you  ,a8  a  little  singular  that  with  all  this  anxiety  on  the 
part  of  the  good  people  there,  and  with  all  the  endeavor  that  has  been  made,  nothing 
oaa  been  found  out  yet  t 

Anawer.  It  does  look  a  little  remarkable,  yet  it  is  so ;  I  speak  from  experience.   I  was 
in  the  court-room  when  the  firing  commenced,  and  as  many  pistols  as  were  fired  in  the 
court-room,  I  could  not  tell  you  to  save  my  life  who  fired  a  single  shot. 
Queation.  Except  Tyler! 
Anawer.  I  did  not  see  )um  fire. 

Queatum.  You  say  you  saw  enough  to  satisfy  you  that  he  did  firef 
Anawer.  I  do  not  luiow ;  after  the  firing  commenced  everybody  became  alarmed. 
^ueBiion.  So  far  as  you  have  any  knowledge  or  belief,  nothing  has  yet  been  discov- 
ered that  furnishes  any  likelihood  that  the  perpetrators  of  any  of  these  acts  of  violence 
Tnll  be  brought  to  justice  f 

Anawer.  I  have  never  been  able  to  learn  of  any  clew  being  had  to  the  origin  of  the 
fire  or  the  killing  of  these  men. 

Queation.  In  the  outset  of  your  testimony  you  told  about  the  killing  of  a  colored  man 
in  another  place,  a  man  who  was  a  justice  of  the  peace,  I  believe  f 
Anawer.  He  was  a  supervisor. 
Queation.  He  was  also  a  justice  of  the  peace  f 

Anawer.  I  think  that  in  some  respects  they  have  the  authority  of  a  Justice  of  the 
peace. 
Quntion.  You  do  not  understand  that  he  held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  T 
-^iwvjer.  No,  .sir. 

Quiation.  But  the  office  which  he  did  hold  authorized  him  to'exeroise  some  of  the 
powers  of  a  justice  of  the  peace  f 
Anawer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queation.  Nothing  has  been  discovered  in  relation  to  who  perpetrated  that  act  f 
Anawer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  informed  that  the  white  people  of  that  neighborhood 


186         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS   IN   THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

have  made  dilligent  inquiry,  and  tried  to  find  out  aboat  this  thing,  but  they  have  not 
been  able  to  do  it. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  your  place  T 

Ansicer.  About  fifteen  mil^s. 

Question,  In  the  same  county  in  which  you  live  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  that  man  ? 
Ansiver.  Joseph  Williams. 

By  the  Chairmak,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Some  witness  has  spoken  here  about  a  transaction  of  a  similar  character 
in  Lauderdfde. 

Answer.  Mr.  Smith  was  talking  to  me  about  that  yesterday,  but  I  cannot  remember 
the  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  generally  about  the  case  f 

Answer.  I  remember  that  there  was  one  person  shot  and  lost  his  arm,  and  perhapB 
one  of  them  was  killed ;  there  seems  to  have  been  a  general  muss  among  them ;  but  I 
do  not  remember  about  it. 

Question.  Is  it  your  recollection  that  that  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  whether  they  were  in  disguise  or  not. 

Question.  It  has  never  been  discovered  who  did  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  acts  of  men  in  disguise  in  your  county,  bodies 
of  men,  I  mean  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  believe  not ;  I  do  not  now  remember  any  other. 

Question.  You  think  that,  upon  the  whole,  acts  of  violence  in  your  county  against  the 
criminal  law  are  as  certainly  and  promptly  punished  as  they  are  in  other  peaceable 
communities  t 

Answer,  They  are,  if  those  who  commit  them  are  found  out ;  that  is  the  difficnlty.  I 
stated  this,  that  as  a  general  thing  the  criminal  law  is  as  well  executed  now  as  prior 
to  this  time  and  prior  to  the  war ;  because  there  are  many  instances,  not  a  great  many 
either,  in  our  own  immediate  section,  where  outrages  have  been  committed,  and  it  is 
impossible  to  get  any  clew  to  the  persons  who  have  committed  them.  » 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  the  difficulty  of  ascevtaining  who  committed  any  of  these 
acts  of  violence  that  yon  talk  about  has  been  in  any  degree  aggravated  by  tiie  fact  thai 
there  was  something  of  a  political  nature  about  them,  which  caused  them,  perhape  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  there  was  such  an  organization,  but  if  there  is  I  do  not 
know  it. 

Questiati.  That  is  not  my  inquiry.  It  was  in  regard  to  the  difficulty  of  ascertaining 'who 
has  committed  these  various  acts  of  killing  ana  burning,  &c.  Do  you  think  that  it  i» 
more  difficult  to  ascertain  who  committed  those  acts  in  consequence  of  there  being  a 
political  (dement  in  them  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  this :  I  believe  that  if  there  is  an  organization  of  that 
sort  down  there,  its  tendency  would  be  in  that  direction. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  f 

Answer,  I  do  not ;  well,  I  only  base  my  opinion  upon  this,  that  I  have  never  heard  of 
one  'f  at  least,  I  have  heard  of  one,  but  I  have  no  evidence  of  there  being  an  organisa- 
tion of  that  sort. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  of  there  being  an  organization.  Has  there  not  been  in 
jdl  these  disturbances,  in  these  killings  and  burnings,  this  riot,  d&c,  something  of  a 
political  character  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  only  this  far,  that  the  great  m^ority  of  the  white  people  belong 
to  the  democratic  party,  and  the  great  m^ority  of  the  colored  people  belong  to  the 
republican  party ;  and  when  this  riot  commenced  it  seemed  to  have  been,  as  it  were,  a 
•conflict  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks ;  so  far,  it  was  politicid.  Bat  I  saw  a  ptAt 
manv  colored  men  on  fche  streets  on  that  day,  during  the  not,  and  they  were  not  mter- 
fered  with  at  all. 

Question.  And  they  did  not  interfere  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all ;  they  did  not  take  any  hand  at  alL 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question,  Right  at  that  point :  What  class  of  colored  people  were  interfered  with  f 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  in  the  court-house  f 

Question.  No,  sir. 

Answer.  Do  you  mean  outside  f 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Allow  me  a  moment.  You  have  stated  how  far  this  difficulty  parto(4k  of  a 
political  character.    Now,  do  yon  not  think  that  the  fact  that  it  did,  to  that  extent. 
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nftrtake  of  a  political  character,  is  one  reason  why  it  is  impossible  to  find  ont  who 
oavo  comnritted  these  acts  of  violence  f 

Ansttcr,  No,  sir,  I  do  not.  I  think  the  difScolty  is  in  this,  that  the  people  were  so 
excited  and  alarmed  that  their  minds  were  confused  in  refi^ard  to  any  particular  person 
or  any  particular  act  that  was  done ;  I  know  that  seemed  to  be  the  situation  of  every 
witness,  both  white  and  black,  that  was  introduced  on  the  investigation. 
Question,  Yon  think  it  was  the  confusion  incident  upon  these  transactions  f 
Attswer,  Yes,  sir,  I  think  so.  I  never  thought  myself  I  could  be  so  excited  or  oon- 
fosed  in  a  place  of  that  sort  that  I  could  not  remember  something ;  but  it  is  an  abso- 
lute isict  I  cannot  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  I  want  to  ask  you  the  question  now  that  I  propounded  a  little  while  back. 
What  was  the  reason,  if  any  was  assigned,  for  Ku-Kluxing  Kennard  by  Price  ? 

Answer.  Shall  I  state  the  information  I  received  from  Kennard  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Anstcer.  The  information  that  he  gave  me  in  that  regard  was  this,  that  he  and  Price 
banged  to  the  same  League,  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Van  Tru^ip  : 

Queation.  Do  you  mean  the  Loyal  League  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir; 'and  that  he  (Kennard)  was  the  head  of  the  order  at  that  place,  I 
think,  and  that  Price  tried  to  get  him  to  use  his  influence  with  the  colored  people  to 
go  out  and  plunder  the  white  people;  that  he  declined  to  do  it,  would  not  do  it,  and 
quit  the  League,  and  afterward  voted  the  democratic  ticket.  That  is  what  Kennard 
told  me.  One  of  the  colored  witnesses  who  went  to  Meridian  with  Kennard  at  the 
time  of  the  prosecution  of  Price,  told  me  that  he  heard  Price  make  some  threats  in  re- 
gard to  Kennard,  and  said  that  he  had  better  get  out  from  there  before  night,  or  some- 
thing of  that  sort. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  substantially  in  your  testimony  that  the  escape  of 
Price  from  the  prosecution  that  was  instituted  against  him  was  connived  at  t 

Answer.  By  whom  T 

Question.  In  the  first  place,  it  was  proposed  by  his  own  counsel  f 

Ansirer.  No^  sir ;  you  have  misunderstood  me.  I  said  this,  that  in  consequence  of 
Aome  threats  and  declarations  made  by  Price  after  he  was  arrested,  he  having  said 
that  if  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  or  to  go  to  jail  unless  he  gave  one,  as  soon  as 
that  was  done  then  and  there  he  would  commence  shooting,  and  that  he  advised  his 
counsel  to  stand  aside,  for  he  did  not  want  to  shoot  him ;  he  said  that  he  would  have 
perhaps  thirty  6r  forty  well  armed  colored  men  there  to  stand  at  his  back ;  he  having 
told  this  to  Mr.  Smith,  a  witness  who  was  here  day  before  yesterday,  Mr.  Smith  came 
to  me  with  a  letter  he  had  written  addressed  to  Mr.  Price,  and  read  it  to  me,  and  asked 
me  what  I  thought  of  it.  In  that  letter  he  stated  to  Price  that  he,  Price,  had  brought 
about  a  state  or  very  bitter  feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks  at  that  place,  and 
that  if  he  remained  there  trouble  between  the  whites  and  blacks  would  be  inevitable ; 
that  his  presence,  more  tiian  anything  else,  would  lead  to  it;  and  he  advised  him  for 
the  peace  of  the  community  and  the  good  of  that  section  of  the  country  to  leave  the 
place.  He  asked  me  if  I  would  approve  of  that.  I  told  him  that  I  was  simply  em- 
ployed as  connsel,  but  that,  nnder  the  oironmstanoes,  if  Price  had  made  those  deolara- 
tions,  I  not  only  thought  it  would  perhaps  be  for  the  good  of  the  community,  but  of 
all  classes,  that  he  should  leave ;  that  knowing  Mr.  Ptioe  to  be  a  desperate  man,  as  I 
had  heard  him  to  be,  I  would  not  like  to  appear  in  the  prosecution  at  all ;  and  I  there- 
fore approved  of  it.  But  there  was  no  connivance,  that  I  know  of,  on  the  purt  of  any 
official,  none  in  the  world.  Whatever  became  of  the  bond  I  do  not  know.  I  had  no 
ovn&rence  with  the  officers  of  the  coxixX  about  it.  My  conference  was  entirely  with 
^*  Joshua  Smith. 

Question,  Then  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  fact  that  yon  and  Mr.  Smith  both  agreed 
^hat  it  was  best  not  to  try  him  on  account  of  his  desperate  character,  and  the  despe- 
rate threats  which  he  had  made  ? 

Answer.    Yes,  sir ;  we  agreed  fully  upon  that. 

Qwstion.  So,  in  fact,  justice  in  that  instance  was  overawed  by  his  violence  ? 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  It  was  impossible  to  bring  this  man  Price  to  justice  in  that  community, 
for  Kn-Kluxing  the  negro  Kennard,  hy  reason  of  the  intimidation  which  he  brought 
to  heart 

Anmoer,  I  will  not  say  that ;  I  cannot  say  it.  I  would  say  this :  I  will  not  say  there 
^9B  any  particular  intimidation.  While  I  had  myself  some  api>rehensions,  as  the  pros- 
ecQting  attorney,  I  do  not  know  that  the  community  was  intimidated.  But  it  was  the 
opinion  of  those  of  us  who  consulted  together  that  it  would  be  best  for  the  colored 
PMplo,  and  best  for  the  white  people,  for  this  man  to  le^ve ;  because  he  had  made 
roch  declarations ;  and  we  believed  from  his  character  as  a  man,  that  if  the  trial  did 
''wnc  off,  and  he  was  required  to  give  a  bond  or  to  go  to  jail  in  default  of  a  bond,  he 
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would  bring  about  a  disturbance  of  a  very  serious  cbaracter.  He  had  already  an- 
nounced that  he  would  have  thirtv  or  forty  armed  colored  men  there  to  back  him. 

Questum,  You  say  that  Mr.  Smith  wrote  a  letter,  telling  him  that  he  ihought  it  beet 
for  both  colored  and  white  people  that  he  should  go  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QwBsUon.  Do  you  suppose  any  such  motive  as  that  operated  upon  Price ;  that  is^  the 
good  of  the  community  that  he  had  already  disturbed  7 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  as  to  what  efiect  this  letter  had  upon  him.  I  must  say  tliii, 
that  he  did  not  want  to  go  at  the  first  start ;  he  hesitated  about  going; 

QuetrtUm.  Did  he  not  go  to  escape  punishment  for  his  crimes  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  did  or  not ;  he  left  by  the  ad- 
vice of  his  friends,  while  he  was  under  the  change. 

QwesHon,  Left  his  bondsmen  to  pay  his  bond  T 

Answer,  Left  his  bondsmen  upon  lus  bond ;  but  whether  he  lefb  for  the  good  of  the 
community  or  to  evade  the  penalties  of  the  law,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  I  cannot 


By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  Did  you  hear  anything  about  Alabamians  threatening  to  come  there  to 
Price's  trial  t  • 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  had  been  stopped.  They  only  came  over  once,  and  it  wm 
distinctly  understood  that  they  were  to  come  no  more. 

Question,  You  did  not  hear  that  they  threatened  to  come  there  and  see  Price  tried  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not,  except  the  first  time  they  came  over,  when  I  saw  them 
armed ;  I  never  heard  that  they  were  to  come  back  the  second  time.  I  supposed  my- 
self, and  I  understood,  that  they  would  remain  away. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  had  postponed  the  trial  in  order  to  get  rid  of  their  presence  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  first  time  I  made  a  motion  in  court  for  a  continuance  of  tbe 
trial,  and  I  gave  the  court  diHtinctly  to  understand  that4hat  was  my  object. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question,  May  not  Price  have  apprehended  that  if  he  stood  his  trial  they  would  oome 
there;  and  that  if  he  was  acquitted,  they  would  commit  violence  f 

Answer,  It  is  possible  that  may  have  been  his  apprehension ;  but  I  never  heard  of 
any  intention  on  their  part  to  come  there  after  the  first  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  have  stated  the  cause  of  the  quarrel  between  Price  and  Kennard  to 
have  been  that  Price  attempted  to  draw  Kennard  into  his  thieving  operations  T 

Answer,  That  is  what  Kennard  told  me. 

Question,  And  that  he  inflicted  this  punishment  upon  Kennard  for  that  reason  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(Question,  That  was  the  charge  f 

Answer.  I  would  state  that  that  was  not  the  only  reason  that  I  heard  of;  I  heard 
several  reasons  assigned — ^perhaps  three  of  them.  The  first  was  that  Kennard  declined 
to  go  into  an  arrangement  of  that  sort  with  Price ;  the  second  was  that  Kennard  voted 
the  democratic  ticket  at  the  last  election,  before  this  riot  occurred ;  and  the  third  was 
that  he  had  gone  to  Meridian,  where  he  was  trying  to  get  these  colored  men,  whom 
Price  had  induced  to  come  from  Sumter,  to  go  back  there  and  work  on  the  farms. 

Question,  Those  were  the  grounds  for  the  assault  of  Price  on  Kenuao^  T 

Answer,  Those  were  supposed  to  be  the  causes  of  his  whipping  him,  as  stated  to  me 
by  Kennard  himself. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  Price  drea4ed  an  exposure  of  bis  character  by  this 
trial ;  that  he  dreaded  that  his  thieving  plans  which  he  had  proposed  to  Kennard 
would  be  exposed,  as  well  as  the  fact  that  he  had  punished  Kennanl  by  Ku-Kluxing 
himf 

Answer,  I  would  say  this,  in  answer  to  that :  That  if  the  things  stated  to  me  by  Ken- 
nard were  true,  it  is  very  probable  that  he  disliked  or  feared  an  investigation  of  the 
case. 

Qu^Uon,  Well,  Kennard  was  a  competent  witness  to  prove  the  fact? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  a  competent  witnens  to  prove  the  fact. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  I  want  to  ask  a  qnesticm :  Up  to  the  time  that  this  difficulty  broke  out  be- 
tween Price  and  Kennard,  had  there  been  any  unusually  bad  feeling  or  trouble  exist- 
ing between  the  white  and  colored  races  in  or  about  Meridian  t 

Answer,  I  would  say  this :  that,  so  ^ar  as  I  had  been  informed — I  did  not  stay  in  town 
at  night 

Qu^tion,  I  mean  all  about  there  in  that  county. 

An»%c€r,  I  was  informed  that  for  several  months  before  this  riot  occurred  there  was  a 


MISSISSIPPI.  189 

coutiuual  liriiig  among  the  colored  people  in  town  during  the  night-time  in  those  parts 
of  the  town  mostly  populated  by  colored  people. 
QueitiUyn.  That  was  while  Sturgis  was  mayor  f 
AngK^r.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  an  ordinance  of  the  town  against  indiscriminate  firing  at  night  f 
Anstrer.  Yes,  sir.  ... 

QvefflUnK  Was  the  management  of  the  city  and  its  police  under  the  control  of  the 
mayor  f 

Answer,  Yes^  sir. 

Question,  And  yet  he  permitted  the  negroes  to  do  all  these  things  f 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  permissiyely  done  or  not. 
Question.  Were  they  punished  for  it? 

Answer,  At  any  rate,  it  was  not  stopped.  I  think  one  of  the  policeman  testified,  in 
the  eonrse  of  the  investigation,  that  not  a  single  person  had  ever  been  arrested,  either 
white  or  black,  for  that  ofifense.  He  said  it  was  impossible  to  catch  them ;  that  they 
would  fire  apistol  and  run  and  ^t  out  of  the  way  in  the  dark. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  understood  by  the  people  there,  after  Price  made  his  dec- 
laralion.  that  if  he  was  sent  to  jail  in  default  of  biul  he  would  commence  shooting  im- 
mediately, and  that  he  had  forty  colored  men,  armed,  to  stand  by  him^was  that  gen- 
erally belieTed  to  be  true  f 
Answer,  It  was  not  generally  known  at  that  time. 
Question,  Was  it  beneved  by  those  who  knew  it  t 

Answer,  Those  who  heard  of  it  believed  it ;  but  the  community  at  large  had  not  heard 
of  these  things ;  they  were  thines  that  had  not  been  spoken  of  a  great  deal.  Mr. 
^mith  and  some  others  knew  of  them,  and  we  consulted  with  each  other  privately  about 
these  things,  for  we  did  not  want  the  community  to  know  what  we  advised;  we  did 
not  believe  it  would  be  of  any  service  or  good. 

Question,  From  the  information  you  ha£  did  you  believe  that  Price  had  that  number 
of  negroes  ready  to  aid  him  in  violating  the  law,  and  to  commence  this  indiscriminate 
bhooting  if  he  was  convicted  f 
Ansu:€r,  If  he  said  he  would  have  them  there  I  believe  he  would. 
Question,  He  did  say  it  f 
Answer,  I  believe  he  said  it. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  he  had  that  number  of  negroes  there  that  he  could  control  ? 
Answer,  I  do ;  I  think  that  he  had  a  sufficient  number  that  he  could  get  there  in  the 
court-room. 
Question,  Not  only  to  defy  the  law,  but  to  shoot  those  he  wanted  shot  f 
Afmrer,  Yes,  sir. 

QwsHon.  Do  yon  suppose  that  state  of  feeling,  that  lawlessness,  that  willingness  to 
follow  their  leaders  on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  had  been  brought  about  by  the  teach- 
ings of  Sturffis  and  Price  f 

Anmcer,  I  Slink  so ;  more  especially  by  Price.    I  judge  so  from  the  feeling  that  seemed 
to  grow  upon  them,  especially  after  Price  went  there. 
Question,  Were  your  negroes  ignorant  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  uneducated.  This  man  Tyler  had  a  limited  education ;  he  was  the 
assistant  teacher  of  a  colored  school  there  with  Mr.  Price. 

Question,  Were  the  most  of  the  negroes  of  that  character  who  would  be  apt  to  follow 
any  leader  who  had  obtained  their  confidence  ? 
Ansicer,  1  think  so. 

Question,  And  you  think  that  Price  had  that? 
Amwer,  I  think  that  Price  had  the  confidence  of  the  colored  people. 
Question,  Have  jou  stated  what  was  his  character  in  that  community  f 
Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  particularly ;  from  all  I  could  learn  his  character 
^as  bad,  so  far  as  a  bad  influence  overd;he  colored  people  was  concerned. 
Question,  Was  that  also  the  general  character  of  Sturgis  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  recently,  not  when  he  first  went  tnere ;  for  when  he  nrst  went 
there  he  was  a  friend  of  the  colored  man,  and  never  advised  him  to  do  anything  wrong 
that  I  know  of. 

QuaUon.  Did  yon  state  whether  kt  the  time  this  first  shot  was  fired  Tyler  was  in  any 
aanger  of  being  struck  by  Brantlev,  or  was  the  distance  between  them  so  great  that  he 
could  not  have  been  hit  t 

Answer,  He  could  not  have  been  struck  then,  he  was  too  far  off;  and  besides  the  city 
BiMshal  had  hold  of  Brantley. 
Q^i^siion,  Had  Brantley  then  ceased  making  any  effort  to  pursue  him  f 
Ansiver,  The  marshal  testified  that  Brantley  made  no  stronuous  effort  to  get  away 
ftmr  he  got  hold  of  him.    I  looked  that  way  butt  I  could  not  testify  dearly  whether  he 
Diade  efforts  to  get  away  or  not. 

^Qwcgfion.  Did  you  speak  of  the  fact  of  Kennard  voting  the  democratic  ticket  having 
weti  one  of  the  causes  of  the  attack  on  him  by  Price  T 
-^Wficer  That  is  what  he  told  me. 


/ 
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Quesiion.  What  is  the  rule  there  when  neffroee  undertake  to  vote  the  demooT«lie 
ticket,  as  to  their  treatment  by  their  colored  orethren  ? 

Aimcer,  As  a  general  thing  they  would  treat  them  very  badly. 

Question.  In  what  way  T 

Answer.  They  would  threaten  to  whip  them  or  kill  them,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Was  that  common  in  all  cases  where  negroes  voted  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  have  known  one  or  two  colored  men  to  go  up  and  quietly  vote  the  demo- 
cratic ticket,  or  not  so  quietly^  for,  of  course,  there  was  some  excit^ent ;  but  there 
was  no  violeoce  attempted  against  them.  They  would  threaten  them  before  they  did 
it  that  they  would  do  so  and  so  to  them,  if  they  did  not  vote  with  tlieir  race. 

Question.  Was  there  any  general  intimidation  exercised  toward  the  colored  men  who 
desired  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  thought  so ;  I  have  had  them  tell  me  that  they  desired  to  vote  that  way, 
but  they  had  been  threatened  that  if  they  did  it  they  would  be  used  badly. 

Question.  So  far  as  your  information  extends,  is  there  any  such  general  organixatioti 
as  the  Ku-Klux  in  that  part  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of;  there  may  be,  but  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  From  all  the  information  that  yon  have,  do  you  believe  there  is  anythinfi^ 
more  in  your  part  of  Mississippi  than  men  disguising  ^themselves  for  the  piirpoee  of 
committing  particular  acts — an  organization  by  the  men  who  commit  an  act  lor  thml 
particular  occasion  f 

Answer.  My  idea  about  that  is,  and  has  been  ever  since  they  commenced  ii^  that 
these  disguised  bodies  of  men  in  that  section  of  country  are  no  more  nor  leas  than 
desperadoes,  reckless  men,  wild  men,  regardless  of  their  own  lives  and  the  lives  of  any 
other  person,  whrte  or  black :  that  is  tli^  way  I  have  viewed  it;  that  they  occupied  no 
position  in  society,  or  anything  of  that,  sort ;  that  they  are  outlaws.  Of  couree,  I 
believe  any  man  would  be  an  outlaw  who  would  go  into  such  a  thiag.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  good  citizens  of  that  country  belong  to  any  such  organicatioD,  or 
would  go  into  an  organization  of  that  character. 

Questum.  No  more  than  you  believe  that  the  Ku-Klnx  who  went  with  Price  to  Ku- 
Klux  Kennard  had  any  organization  outside  of  the  men  who  wore  engaged  in  that 
transaction  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  They  assume  a  disguise  only  for  protection  f 

Answer.  That  has  been  my  idea  about  it. 

Question.  Is  that  your  idea  now  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  that  these  things  are  gotten  up  for  the  particular  instances. 

Question.  Wnat  was  the  character  of  Tyler  and  Clopton  and  the  three  negroes  who 
were  killed:  what  was  their  general  character f 

Answer.  Tjiey  were  looked  upon  as  very  bad  men— men  who  would  give  bad  advice, 
who  would  use  all  their  efforts  to  get  up  a  bad  feeling  between  the  two  races;  that  is 
what  I  understood  their  character  to  be. 

Question.  Yon  stated  that  Mayor  Sturgis  and  this  colored  man,  Tyler  and  another 
colored  man,  Moore,  I  think,  went  out  of  the  court-room  Just  before  the  shooting  bc^gan 
there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  subsequently  returned ;  did  they  return  together? 

Armcer.  No,  sir;  Mr.  Sturgis  did  not  return. 

Question.  Prior  to  Tyler  going  out  with  Sturgis,  did  you  observe  any^istol  upon 
himf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  I  would  state  that  perhaps  I  could  not  have  observed  it  if  It 
had  been  upon  him ;  before  he  went  out  his  back  was  toward  me.    . 

Question.  Was  it  not  a  liurge  pistol  that  you  observed  on  him  when  he  returned  f 

Answer.  1  could  not  tell  what  the  size  was  very  well. 

Question,  Would  it  not  have  shown  itself  through  his  coat  f 

Answer.  It  might  have  done  so,  and  it  might  not ;  a  man  having  on  a  pistol  buckled 
behind  him  in  that  way  can  adjust  his  coat  so  as  not  to  show  it  when  he  sits  up  straight. 

Question,  Did  not  the  sheriff  disarm  Tyler  just  before  the  trial  f 

Anstoer.  1  think  the  sheriff  testified  that  he  disarmed  him  perhaps  a  short  time  before 
he  went  in  there ;  I  do  not  remember  that  exactly,  but  I  thiuk  that  is  his  testimony. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  it  believed  that  Tyler  got  that  pistol  when  he  went  out  with  Sturgis ; 
that  Sturgis  procured  a  i)istol  from  him  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  impression,  that  he  armed  him  when  he  went  out-.  Some  of 
the  witnesses  testified  that  they  saw  no  belt,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  upon  him  before 
he  went  out,  but  saw  it  after  he  returned,  as  I  have  stated. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^M68fi<>fi.  One  question  about  the  character  of  these  men  who  commit  offenses ;  von 
»ay  they  are  outlaws,  men  without  position  or  responsibility  in  society.    How  is  that 


\ 
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reconciled  in  yonr  commonity  with  the  fact  that  the  wrongs  they  commit  are  generally 
excnsed  or  accounted  for  on  the»  ground  that  they  are  committed  against  men  who  have 
offended  against  the  law  t  For  instance,  take  Williams,  who  you  say  had  conumitted 
misdemeanors  in  office. 

Answer.  I  understand  that  only  in  this  way :  From  what  I  know  of  the  white  people 
down  there,  I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizens — and  I  think  the  most  of  them  are  ^ood 
citizens,  and  want  peace  and  quiet — I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizens  would  go  into 
anything  of  the  kind ;  I  do  not  think  anybody  would  do  it  except  outlaws. 

Question,  Is  it  the  practice  in  your  country  for  outlaws  to  take  upon  themselyee,  at 
the  risk  of  their  own  lives,  to  punish  other  men  who  have  violated  the  law  t 

Jmtwer,  It  is  not  very  generally  tiiat  these  things  occur  in  our  immediate  section  of 
country.  But  I  take  it  for  granted  that  when  they  do  occur  the  violators  of  the 
lew,  the  perjpetrators  of  the  deeds  are  no  more  nor  less  than  outlaws.  I  look  upon 
them  as  such,  and  the  minority  of  the  peonle  look  upon  them  as  such. 

Quet^on,  WeU,  if  so,  and  they  visit  people  who  themselves  are  offenders  against  ihe 
law,  -^here  does  the  instigation  of  the  act  come  from  f 
\  I  do  not  know,  I  cannot  explain  that. 


By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

^ueeikm.  Pursuing  that  thought,  what  have  these  outlaws,  as  you  suppose  Htdm  to 
^  to  gain  by  killing  people  and  whipping  people  f 

"Amwer.  1  do  not  loiow,  unless  it  be  that  it  is  pnet  a  reckless  and  lawless  disposition 
MUD^  some  people  down  there.  My  opinion  is  that  these  outrages  are  sometimes 
•ommitted  by  colored  people  as  well  as  by  white  people.  I  cannot  name 'any  instance 
where  white  people  have  done  it,  or  where  black  people  have  done  it,  except  in  this 
Mse  of  Price.  I  believe  it  is  a  little  mixture  of  both ;  I  think  it  is  bad  men  of  both 
parties  who  are  engaged  in  these  outrages. 

Question,  What  profit  do  the  outlaws  make  by  these  things  generally  t 

2%8mr,  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  answer  for  the  motives  of  men  who  would  commit 
4eeds  of  that  sort. 

Question,  Howdo  they  make  their  living  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  they  are ;  if  we  knew  who  they  were,  then  they  would 
he  prosecuted  as  outlaws.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  they  do,  for  I  do  not  know  who  they 
am. 

Question,  Where  do  they  get  their  horses  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Queation.  How  does  it  happen  that  the  people  there  do  not  pursue,  arrest,  and  prose* 
cute  such  offenders,  who  are  supposed  to  be  reckless  outlaws  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  people  down  there,  the  good  citizens,  have  never  been  able,  so 
far  as  I  have  been  able  to  learn,  to  get  any  clew  by  which  they  could  be  suided  in  bring- 
ing these  men  topnnishment.  For  instance,  this  man  who  I  heard  of  oeing  kiUed  at 
Toomsaba,  Joe  Williams,  by  men  in  dis^ise — or  whether  in  disguise  or  not  I  do  not 
biow->that  case  was  not  known  until  the  next  morning.  That  was  a  little  scattered 
village  there,  and  after  this  man  was  killed  at  night  it  seems  that  scarcely  anybody 
l^uew  it  until  these  men  had  time  to  get  away. 

Question.  Was  there  any  pursuit  mf^et 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  there  any  attempt  made  to  follow  their  tracks  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  pursuit  being  made  in  any  of  these  cases  t 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  Except  this  transaction  of  Price  t 

Answer.  There  was  no  pursuit  made  in  that  case ;  he  was  there  in  the  plaoe,  he  did 
not  flee. 

Question.  In  regard  to  this  riot,  how  many  shots  do  you  suppose  were  fired? 

Answer.  I  think  there  must  have  been — though  I  was  excited,  as>I  have  stated 
^^dy~afber  the  firing  commenced,  I  have  supposed  that  there  were  about  twenty 
w  thirty  shots  altogether. 

Questum.  Was  the  firing  all  at  once,  in  a  volley  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qfisstion.  How  long  did  the  firing  last  f 

Answer.  A  very  short  time ;  I  do  not  know  how  long. 

QuesUon.  Was  it  over  directly  t 

Answer.  In  a  very  short  time. 

Q^ustion.  How  many  persons  do  you  suppose  fired  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Qfitstion,  Judging  irom  the  rapidity  of  the  fire  and  the  number  of  the  shots,  how 
^'^^^^J  persons  do  you  suppose  fired  t  ,  ,^    ~  •   - 

^«w«r.  It  would  be  impossible  for  me  to  make  even  a  supposition  about  that,  becansti 
"^^firing  was  going  on  all  around  over  the  court-house. 

Question.  It  was  all  over  the  court-house  T 
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Answer,  Yes,  eir,  and  popping  about  in  that  way,  I  conld  not  tell. 

Question.  The  shots  were  scattered  abont  all  over  ttte.  court-room  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QwsUon.  Has  anybody  confessed  that  he  fired  a  pistol  there? 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  a  man  confe08it. 

QUiestion,  Nobody  had  admitted  any  such  thing  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUitni.  Tou  never  have  heard  of  anybody  having  admitted  it  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

QwesUon,  Has  anybody  said  that  anybody  else  fired  a  pistol  there  t 

Answer.  I  heard  one  man  say  that  he  was  shot  at,  but  he  did  not  know  who  it  was ; 
he  conld  not  identify  the  man.  ««°» 

Qu/estion.  And,  so  far  as  you  know,  nobody  haa  said  that  anybody  else  fired  a  pistol 
there  except  Tyler. 
.  Answer,  if o,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  the  fact  that  in  a  crowded  room  like  that  so  many 
shots  could  be  fired  in  all  parts  of  the  room,  and  nobody  would  be  willing  to  tell  that 
he  himself  had  fired  a  shot,  or  that  anybody  else  had  fired  one  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  account  for  it  only  in  tnis  way,  that  when  that  promiscuons  firing 
eommenced — for  when  the  first  pistol  was  fired  it  was  followed  almost  instantly  by  a 
promiscuous  firing  by  twenty  or  thirty  people — ^if  all  the  balance  were  like  me,  except 
those  who  participated  in  it,  they  were  frightened  and  excited.  That  is  my  reaacm  for 
saying  tbat  I  am  not  able  to  say  that  any  particular  person  fired  a  pistol ;  I  did  not  eee 
anybody  fire  u  pistol. 

QuesUon.  You  were  not  in  the  crowd  who  were  firing  t 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  court-room. 

Question.  Were  you  not  back  on  the  benches  from  which  the  vasAu.  part  of  the 
nhots  came  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  it  possible  that  that  firing  could  have  been  done  by  people 
nil  through  the  crowd,  and  the  people  in  the  crowd  not  know  anybody  who  did  it  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  as  I  said  before  to  the  Chairman,  it  was  something  rather  remark- 
able ;  I  must  say  it,  although  it  is  so  with  me  too. 

Question.  Can  you  account  for  it  in  an^  otiier  way  except  by  supposing  that  those 
vfho  were  in  the  body  of  the  crowd  and  did  see  the  firing,  suppressed  the  fact  f 

Answer.  In  the  crowd  t 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer.  It  may  be  the  disposition  of  some  to  suppress  it,  but  it  was  not  my  disposi- 
tion. 

Question,*  Oi  course  not. 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  that  any  disposition  of  that  sort  pirevailed  in  the  crowd ;  if 
there  was,  I  do  not  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Would  not  the  fact  that  you  were  not  in  the  crowd  have  enabled  yoa  better 
to  see  who  fired  the  shots  than  those  who  were  in  the  crowd  from  which  those  shots 
were  fired  t  ^im» 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  would  or  not ;  if  I  could  stand  off  and  be  perfectly 
cool  and  calm,  I  might  tell  who  fired  the  pistols ;  but  I  was  in  the  midst  of  pistol-firing 
all  around  me. 

•    By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Question.  Yon  were  looking  out  for  the  balls  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  .not  takinj^  any  part  in  it  except  that  of  a  looker-on,  and  not  much 
of  that.    I  cannot  say  who  did  it.  "  ^ 

Question.  What  is  the  state  of  feelinji^  there  generally  among  the  people ;  what  is 
their  sympathy  when  a  colored  man  is  injured  by  a  white  man  f 

Answer.  When  anything  of  that  sort  is  done  the  msgority  condemn  it  in  the  severest 
terms. 

Question.  What  do  they  do  f 

Answer.  Thev  do  not  do  anything ;  individuals  cannot  do  anything ;  I  do  not  know 
anything  that  has  been  done  particularly,  except  in  the  matters  connected  with  the 
riot. 

Question.  And  In  that  case  they  shot  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  when  one  colored  man  was  killed,  they  killed  some  more.  What  did 
you  do  when  this  man  Clopton  was  tumbled  over  the  veranda  there  t  You  saw  the 
men  up-stairBt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Questien.  You  had  been  appointed  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety  T 
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Jmicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quentum,  Did  you  go  up  to  see  who  those  men  were  f 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not. 

Question.  Why  did  you  not  t 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  that  it  was  part  of  my  duty  to  go  up  tbere. 

Question,  You  did  not  conceive  it  to  be  your  duty  to  go  up  there  t 

Answer,  The  sheriff  was  there,  the  deputy  sheriff  was  there. 

Question.  Where  were  they  t 

Answer,  Out  on  the  streets. 

Question,  Did  they  see  the  same  thing  f 

Arnncer,  1  do  not  know  whether  they  saw  it  or  not. 

Question,  Were  they  in  front  there  t 

Ansieer,  They  were  there,  and  a  larse  cgfowd  was  there. 

Question,  Did  anybody  go  up-stairsT. 

Atmcer.  I  do  not  know  that  anybody  did. 

Question.  Did  you  endeavor  to  get  anybody  to  go  up-etairs  t 

Ansicer,  I  did  not. 

Question,  Were  you  afraid  to  go  up  alone  f 

Answer.  It  did  not  occur  to  me. 

Question,  It  did  not  occur  to  you  to  go  up  there  and  see  who  threw  that  man  ofi  the 
veranda  f 

Answer.  Not  being  an  ofiQcer  of  the  county,  and  the  officers  being  there,  I  did  not 
conceive  it  to  be  my  duty  to  go  up  there.  The  first  thing  that  occurred  to  me  when  it 
was  done,  was  to  find  out  who  it  was  who  fell  from  the  veranda.  I  thought  it  a  very 
great  outrage,  shocking,  horrible  to  see;  I  so  conceived  and  viewed  it. 

Question.  Did  you  say  sot 

Ansiver,  I  did. 

Question.  To  whom  f 

Ansicer.  To  a  number  of  persons. 

Question,  At  the  moment  f 

Answer,  At  the  moment. 

Question,  Did  anybody  go  up  there  f 

j«*jrer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  endeavor  to  get  anybody  to  go  up  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not.  A  physician  went  there  and  examined  him,  and  when  he  came 
ont  I  was  standing  there  waiting  to  see  him  about  it. 

Question.  What  was  done  with  that  man  afterward  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  he  was  carried  back  into  the  sheriff's  office,  and  that  his  throat 
was  cnt. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  who  did  that  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ',  I  did  not.  I  was  not  in  town  that  night,  and  have  never  been  able 
to  learn. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Meridian  ? 

Answer.  A  little  over  three  years. 

Q,uesiion.  Were  you  not  there  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  I  was  at  Marion,  about  seven  miles  above  there. 

Question.  In  the  same  county  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  wart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  t 

Answer.  As  lieutenant  colonel  part  of  the  time. 

Question.  In  which  army  t 

Answer.  The  army  of  North  Virginia. 

Q^^esiion.  On  which  sidet 

.Ansxcer.  The  confederate  side,  the  southern  side,  or  the  rebel  side. 

'Question.  Has  there  been  any  change  since  the  war  closed  in  the  sentiment  of  the 
people  there  toward  the  Government  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  Wliat  is  the  general  tone  of  sentiment  there  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  I  know  and  believe,  it  is  that  the  great  majority  of  the 
white  people  are  willing  to  render  perfect  obedience  to  the  Constitution  and  the  laws 
as  enacted  by  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  and  by  the  State  government. 
Qnestion.  The  Constitution  as  it  is  t 
Answer.  The  Constitution  as  it  is. 
Question.  Including  all  the  amendments  t 
Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  take  a  new  departure  t 

Answer.  We  take  it  as  an  accomplished  fact.  , 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  first  legislature  after  the  war  t 

13  m 
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Jnstrer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  been  a  member  of  the  legislature.  ,^. 

Question.  Who  is  regarded,  down  there  in  Mississippi,  as  the  democratic  leadert  I 
believe  that  is  Jeff  Davis's  State. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  be  is  not  regarded  as  leader. 

Question.  Do  the  democracy  still  ^here  to  him  t 

Answer.  They  do  not ;  they  do  not  approve  of  his  conduct  in  all  things. 

Question.  Ho  was  popular  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  during  the  war. 

Question.  And  immediately  ^ter  the  war  t 

Answer.  Of  course  their  sympathies  were  with  him,  but  they  do  not  look  to  him  as  a 
leader  t 

Question.  They^  do  nott 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  think  not. 

Question.  Was  he  not  the  most  popular  citizen  you  had  there  at  the  close  of  the  Tvar  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  he  was. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  an  address  to  the  President  of  the  United  States  which 
the  legislature  of  Mississippi  issued  at  that  time  t 

Ansu>er.  I  remember  something  about  it,  but  I  do  not  remember  the  language  of  the 
address. 

QuesUon.  The  legislature  did  issue  an  address  t 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  my  recollection  that  they  did. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  wish  to  introduce  now  this  paper,  a  copy  of  the  address  of  the 
legislature  of  Mississippi  to  President  Johnson. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  object  to  it ;  it  has  about  as  much  to  do  with  this  investigation  as  the 
case  which  I  made  the  other  day  against  Mr.  Wallace  selling  negroes  into  slavery. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  want  to  introduce  the  address  of  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  to 
the  then  President  of  the  United  States,  approved  November  8, 1865,  and  entitied  a 
memorial  to  the  President  of  the  Uuiteu  States  in  behalf  of  Jefferson  Davis.  I  also 
wish  to  introduce  an  act  of  the  legislature,  passed  at  a  subsequent  time^  to  appropriate 
$-20,000  for  the  defense  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis.  I  offer  these  documents  m  order  to  show 
the  sentiment  of  the  white  people  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  that  time  toward  the 
chief  rebelj  and  as  bearins  on  the  testimony  of  this  witness,  who  says  that  that  senti- 
ment has  smce  been  modified. 

Mr.  Beck.  I  endeavored  the  other  day  to  introduce  some  documents  in  regard  to 
John  B.  Callis,  of  Alabama.  If  this  is  offered^  I  will  caU  the  yeas  and  nays  on  it,  in 
Older  to  see  how  much  of  that  sort  of  thing  is  going  to  be  done. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  Is  it  proposed  to  prove  by  this  witness  the  fact  that 
such  an  address  was  issued  by  the  legislature  and  such  a  law  was  enacted  f 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  witness  has  said  already  that  he  knew  of  such  an  address  being 
issued.  I  want  to  introduce  an  authentic  copy  of  that  address,  as  reflecting  upon  the 
testimony  of  this  witness,  showing  what  the  state  of  feeling  then  was,  which  he  says 
has  now  been  changed. 

Mr.  Pool.  I  would  raise  the  question  whether  that  is  germane  to  the  investigation 
with  which  we  are  charged? 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  it  is  within  the  scope  of 
our  inquiry.  And  more  than  that,  if  these  documents  are  found  to  be  in  any  way  ma- 
terial for  the  eommittee  to  use  in  making  up  their  reports,  the  official  documente  pab- 
lishcd  by  authority  are  the  proof  of  that  fact.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  occasion  at 
all  to  have  them  put  in  here  at  this  point. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  will  not  press  my  motion  against  the  judgment  of  the  bhairman. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  These  documents  are  in  proof  in  such  a  way  that  the 
committee  are  cognizant  of  them,  if  they  see  fit  to  use  them. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  In  order  that  my  motion  may  be  understood,  I  will  say  that  the 
address  to  which  I  refer  will  be  found  on  page  280  of  the  acts  of  the  legislature  of  Mis- 
sissippi of  1865 :  and  the  act  of  appropriation  will  be  found  on  page  &2  of  the  acts  of 
1866  and  1867.  _  > 

Mr.  Pool.  If  this  witness  had  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  that  passed  these 
acts,  it  might,  in  some  view,  have  been  proper  to  introduce  them. 

By  Mr.  Stevenson  : 

Q,u€siion.  Did  you  approve  of  these  acts  when  they  were  adopted  t 

Answer.  I  would  inquire  what  is  the  substance  of  them  f 

Question.  The  memorial  prays  for  the  release  of  Jefferson  Davis  from  impriBonment. 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  approved  of  that. 

Question.  Had  it  the  universal  approval  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  at  that 
time  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

^estion.  The  ,act  appropriates  $20,000  for  the  defense  of  Mr.  Jefferson  Davis«  Did 
you  approve  of  that  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sin     approved  of  that. 
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Mr.  Stevenson.  I  again  offer  these  documents  as  bearing  upon  the  opinions  of  this 
TV'itness. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pol^vnd.)  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  occasion  to  put  them 
in  a$  a  part  of  the  evidence  before  the  committee. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  not  know,  as  a  part  of  the  history  of  the  country,  that  Mr.  Greeley, 
and  many  other  persons  supposed  to  be  good  republicans,  wore  very  anxious  for  the 
release  of  Mr.  Davis  t 

Atifwtr,  I  waa  so  informed  at  the  time. 

Mr.  Stevenson.  I  ask  a  vote  on  my  motion  to  introduce  these  documents. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  As  to  the  admissibility  of  that  statute  and  that 
address  as  evidence  t 

Mr.  Stevenson.  The  witness  having  said  that  he  approved  those  acts,  I  offer  them 
as  affecting  the  opinions  of  this  witness. 

Mr.  Pool.  Does  the  witness  know  that  the  legislature  of  Mississippi  did  pass 
sach  actst 

^Ir.  Stevenson.  He  has  said  so. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  It  does  not  seem  to  me  that  this  species  of  inquiry 
hns  any  bearing,  really,  upon  the  investigation  which  this  committee  is  set  to  make. 
We  are  directed  to  ascertain  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  country  there ;  whether 
the  laws  are  executed,  and,  if  they  are  not  executed,  it  is  proper  for  us  to  inquire  into 
the  reasons  why.  But  to  go  back  five  or  six  years,  aud  inquire  into  what  the  legislature 
did  upon  the  subjects  referred  to  in  this  act  and  this  address,  I  think  is  not  at  all  per- 
tinent to  our  inquiry.  But  the  question  is,  Shall  the  judgment  of  the  Chair  stand  as 
the  judgment  of  the  committee  ? 

Mr.  Stevenson.  If  the  question  is  to  be  put  in  that  way,  I  will  not  demand  a  vote. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuestUm,  In  relation  to  the  teachings  of  Sturgis  and  Price,  of  which  you  hi^ve  spoken, 
I  want  to  know  somethinff  about  the  condition  of  society  there  before  that  time — be- 
fore they  taught  the  people,  as  you  say,  to  hate  the  white  folks. 

Anmcer,  I  tnink  that,  as  a  general  thing,  the  white  people  and  the  colored  people 
were  getting  along  very  finely,  and  seemed  to  be  upon  very  amicable  terms ;  there 
were  quiet  and  peace  in  that  immediate  section.  It  is  true  there  might  have  been 
some  uttle  personal  altercations  and  difficulties  between  white  men  and  colored  men. 

Question,  Was  there  a  feeling  of  love  on  the  part  of  the  white  man  toward  the 
negro  t 
'  Answer,  A  feeling  of  love  t 

QuesUon,  Did  they  love  them  t 

Answer,  I  think  liiey  felt  an  attachment  to  them ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  had  love 
for  any  particular  colored  man. 

QnesUon,  Is  it  not  rather  a  feeling  of  fear  that  has  possessed  the  colored  people  from 
the  time  of  slavery  down  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Que^Hon,  Was  it  not  the  idea  that  these  negroes  were  assuming  a  condition  of  inde- 
pendence that  alarmed  the  white  people  there,  as  you  sf^  f 

Answer,  I  think  not.  Having  been  with  them  a  great  deal,  I  know  the  colored  peo- 
ple generally  felt  attaehed  to  their  old  owners,  in  whose  families  they  were  raised. 

Question,  That  is  not  the  point.  I  am  asking  about  the  condition  of  society  gener- 
ally, and  not  in  that  particular  community.  I  want  to  know  if  the  feeling  of  the  black 
man  toward  the  white  man  heretofore  has  not  been  somewhat  that  of  fear  and  dread, 
and  the  feeling  of  the  white  man  toward  the  negro  a  feeling  of  superiority,  of  com- 
mand, of  authority,  and  if  the  feeling  does  not  continue  yet,  to  some  extent,  with  both 
the  whites  and  the  blacks  ? 

Anmcer,  I  believe  this :  that  the  colored  man  feels  his  inferiority,  and  that  the  white 
man  feels  his  superiority ;  and  the  one  feeling  his  superiority  and  the  other  his  inferi- 
ority, it  would  have  more  or  less  influence  upon  them,  that  is,  so  far  as  fear  and  awe 
are  concerned.  But  I  would  state,  in  the  same  connection,  that,  as  a  general  thing, 
the  colored  people  down  there  feel  an  attachment  for  the  southern  wmte  men  with 
whom  they  nave  beeoi  raised ;  and,  had  it  not  been  for  the  teaching  of  these  persons 
we  have  spoken  of,  and  their  efforts  to  aUenato  them  ftom  the  white  people,  they 
'would  still  be  attached  to  them ;  and  there  are  some  still  attached  to  them  m  tnat  way. 

Question,  You  think  the  feeling  of  the  negroes  toward  the  whites,  in  that  community, 
was  different  before  this  riot  than  in  most  of  the  oonununities  through  the  South  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  my  experience  is  that  there  was  a  feeling  of  attachment  on  the  part 
of  the  colored  man  to  the  white  man,  all  over  the  Southern  States,  until  he  was  taught 
differently. 

^QnestUm,  You  said  the  colored  people  did  not  help  as  much  in  putting  out  the  Stur- 
gis fire  as  they  had  formerly  done  t 
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Ansicer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  much  help  did  they  use  to  give ;  did  they  do  the  chief  part  of  the 
work! 

Answer.  A  ^reat  deal;  they  helped  tear  down  the  boildings  and  put  oni  the  fire. 

QuestUm.  Did  they  do  most  of  the  work  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  worked  together  with  the  white  men. 

Question.  Did  they  not  work  with  the  white  men  in  the  case  of  the  Stnrgis  firef 

Answer.  No,  sir:  they  kept  away,  io  some  instances. 

Question,  Was  there  not  a  large  number  of  negroes  working  at  that  firef 

Answer.  1  was  informed  that  there  was  not,  compared  with  the  number  who  had 
helped  at  previous  fires ;  I  was  not  there  myself. 

Question,  Was  that  a  cause  of  irritation  t 

Answer.  With  the  whites  t 

Question.  Tes. 

Ans\cer.  No,  I  do  not  think  it  was ;  they  thought  it  strange  and  wrong.  And  then 
those  guns  were  fired. 

Question.  Was  anv  white  man  hit  during  the  fire  t 

Answer.  I  think  tnere  were  two  men  struck  in  going  home. 

Question.  Who  were  they  t 

Answer.  One  was  named  Ray  and  the  other  was  named  Mclnnis. 

QuesHon,  Do  you  know  who  shot  them  t 

Ansu^er,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Where  were  they  shot  f 

Anstoer.  One  was  shot  across  on  the  neck,  and  the  other  on  the  arm,  perhaps. 

Question.  Were  tiiey  wounded  seriously  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  much ;  it  seemed  to  be  a  shot-gun  that  was  fired,  and  the  shot 
scattered  and  struck  around  them. 

Question.  Ton  say  that  during  the  fire  Clopton  took  off  some  of  Sturgis's  goods,  bat 
the  goods  of  no  one  else  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  it  was  said. 

Question.  He  was  arrested ;  what  was  he  arrested  for  t 

Answer.  For  his  talk  about  there,  for  saying  that  it  was  a  white  man's  fire,  and  if 
they  wanted  war,  let  them  have  it. 

Question.  You  say  you  were  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  and  consulted  with 
the  sheriff  for  the  purpose  of  getting  quiet  and  orderly  men  to  act  as  deputies  and  keep 
the  peace  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wno  were  on  that  committee  f 

Anstoer.  John  McEinzin,  Samuel  J.  RandaU,  R.  F.  Hueston,  and  myself. 

Question,  What  were  the  politics  of  those  men  t 

Answer.  Tliey  were  democrats. 

Question.  Were  there  any  colored  men  on  that  committee  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Where  did  this  committee  act  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  had  no  time  to  act  before  this  riot  took  place ;  we  were  ap- 
pointed in  the  lorenoon,  late  in  the  forenoon. 

Question,  At  what  timet 

Answer.  1  do  not  know ;  perhaps  between  10  and  11  o'clock,  and  this  occurrence  took 
place  in  the  afternoon. 

Question.  Had  you  any  meeting  of  the  committee  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  had  no  time  for  that  f 

Anewer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  have  a  meeting  after  the  occurrence  of  the  riot  t 

Anewer.  No,  sir,  we  did  not. 

Queetion.  Why  did  you  not  haye  one  on  that  day  f 

^imrer.  This  riot  occurred  in  the  afternoon ;  it  was  all  confusion  over  the  town  dar- 
ing the  bfuance  of  the  eyening,  until  I  left  and  went  home.  Perhaps  it  was  the  next 
•day  we  had  this  meeting ;  I  am  not  certain  as  to  the  particular  time.  We  hod  no  par- 
ticular meeting  with  ourselves ;  we  met  with  the  sheriff  when  we  met  at  all,  and  asked 
him  if  he  wanted  any  assistance. 

Question.  Did  you  not  think  it  was  a  good  occasion  on  that  evening  for  the  committee 
to  meet! 

Answer.  It  was  all  excitement,  and  everything  goine  so  fast  we  did  not  have  time  to 
meet.  I  could  not  have  got  my  mind  to  have  thought  of  calling  a  meeting  together 
in  all  that  excitement  andconfusion. 

Qu^tion.  You  have  spoken  about  the  sheriff  and  you  consulting  together  to  pittect 
the  town  and  getting  out  patrols. 

^Answer.  Yes.  sir;  to  restore  quiet  and  peace. 

Question.  When  was  that  t 
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Jn$tcer,  That  was  on  Monday  evening  after  the  riot  had  occurred,  and  after  I  heard 
the  liring  of  those  ffnns,  up  about  this  phice  where  Tyler  was  supposed  to  have  gone, 
in  that  direction ;  1  had  not  seen  him  after  he  left  the  court-room ;  never  had  got  any 
sight  of  him  again.  But  after  that  firing  I  went  to  the  deputy  sheriff  and  said,  "  Now, 
if  you  want  any  man  to  assist  you  in  restoring  order  and  quiet,  and  to  protect  the 
town  against  these  colored  people,  if  they  come  down  in  a  body,  armed,  from  their 
church,  just  name  to  me  the  men  you  want,  or  rather  go  and  select  such  as  you  want, 
and  they  will  serve  you  cheerfally,  for  I  suppose  they  will  do  whatever  you  ask  them 
to  do  in  restoring  quiet  and  -peace" 

Question.  This  protecting  the  town  that  you  speak  of  was  protecting  the  white 
people? 

An9xc€r,  It  was  protecting  the  town ;  there  were  colored  people  on  the  streets  at  that 
time  who  were  not  interfered  with. 

Question.  Did  you  do  anything  to  protect  the  negroes  ? 

Answer,  Those  men  who  had  participated  in  the  riot  had  gone  up  the  hill  in  the 
direction  of  the  church. 

Question.  My  point  is  this :  was  not  this  matter  of  protection  a  protection  to  the 
white  people  alone  f 

Anstcer,  I  did  not  so  regard  it. 

Question,  Were  not  the  negroes  disarmed  a  day  or  two  before  that  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Did  you  not  hear  such  a  report  in  circulation  t 

Answer.  I  heard  so ;  but  I  understood  that  the  sheriff  emphatically  denied  it ;  that 
when  he  gave  an  order  to  disarm  persons  it  was  to  disarm  white  and  black. 

Question.  Did  not  they  disarm  a  gre^t  many  of  the  negroes  before  that  ? 

Answer,  I  understood  that  there  were  some  arms  taken  away  from  them  during  the 
night. 

Question.  You  say  that  Lee  was  disarmed  f 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  so ;  he  was  taken  in  custody. 

Question.  Had  the  committee  of  safety  any  apprehension  in  regard  to  the  safety  of 
those  men  who  were  anx?sted  that  night  t 

Answer,  I  was  not  aware  those  men  were  arrested  until  the  next  day ;  I  was  not  in 
town  that  night. 

Question.  As  you  were  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  safety,  did  you  not  feel  it 
your  duty  to  remain  in  town  t 

'  Answer.  I  had  a  family  a  mile  and  a  half  from  there,  and  I  thought  too  much  of  the 
safety  of  my  family  to  remain  away  from  them. 

Question,  jbid  you  think  they  were  in  danger  t 

Answer.  I  was  not  willing  under  any  circumstances  whatever  to  be  absent  from  them 
during  the  night,  not  under  any  circumstances. 

Question.  Has  that  state  of  alarm  continued  with  you  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question    It  was  just  at  that  time  f 

Atmcer.  Everything  is  perfectly  quiet  at  Meridian  now,  so  far  as  I  know,  and  in  that 
"whole  section  of  country,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Question.  Did  any  of  the  other  members  of  the  committee  of  safety  do  anything  that 
night  t 

Answer.  If  they  did  they  never  informed  me  of  it. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  prevent  the  burning  of  the  colored  church  or  of 
Moore^s  house  t 

Anstcer.  They  were  burned  the  night  following  the  riot.  I  went  out  home  about 
sundown,  and  got  there  about  dark — a  little  before,  perhaps — and  did  not  return  to  town 
until  the  next  morning.  Whether  that  committee  actea  or  not  before  the  next  day  1 
am  not  able  to  say. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  their  doing  anything  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  it  is  very  probable  tfiit  they  did  not  know  anything  about  tho 
arrest  of  these  men. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  frimishing  the  sheriff  with  any  number  of  armed  men  that 
were  necessary  that  Monday  evening? 

Answer,  Not  armed  men — that  was  not  the  proposition. 

Question.  What  was  the  proposition  ? 

Answer.  It  was  this :  That  if  he  needed  any  deputy  sheriffs  or  special  police  to  restore 
<iuiet  and  order,  and  to  protect  the  town  from  any  incursion  that  might  be  made  by 
those  men  who  had  gone  in  the  direction  of  the  church,  where  their  arms  were  said  to 
.be  stored,  any  of  the  good  citizens  there  would  aid  him  in  doing  it,  and  I  told  him  ho 
had  better  deputize  them. 

Question.  Did  it  not  occur  to  you  that,  in  order  to  keep  the  peace  there,  it  would  bo 
proper  to  have  some  colored  men  on  the  committee  to  act  with  you,  in  order  to  keep 
the  colored  people  quiet  as  well  as  the  white  people  ? 

Anstcer.  I  do  not-know ;  perhaps  it  might  have  been  better,  but  there  were  very  few 
about  the  streets ;  almost  the  whole  population  you  could  see  on  the  streets  were  white. 
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QuesiUm.  Had  some  good  colored  men  been  appointed  on  that  committee  at  ihe  ^ '  ^ 
the  committee  was  appointed,  would  it  not  have  been  a  wise  and  politic  thing  f 

Amtcer.  Perhaps  it  would;  but  there  were  none  in  attendance  at  our  meeting. 

Question,  No  colored  men  attended  the  meeting  ? 

Jn8we7\  Very  few ;  not  more  than  three  or  four. 

Qtieaiion,  You  say  a  committee  was  appointed  to  investigate  the  origin  of  the  fires. 
Who  were  on  that  committee  f 

Aiiatcer.  I  think  S.  A.  D.  Steele  was  one  of  them ;  the  others  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  Were  the  names  of  that  committee  published  in  the  newspaper! 

Amtcer,  1  think  they  were,  as  well  as  the  resolutious. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  there  were  any  negroes  on  the  committee  to  investi- 
gate into  the  origin  of  the  fires  ? 

Ansicer,  I  think  not ;  I  do  not  think  there  were  any  negroes  on  any  committee  at  all. 

Question,  Was  that  committee  also  composed  of  democrats  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  all  democrats  or  not ;  I  do  not  remember 
who  were  on  that  committee,  except  the  man  Steele.  He  is  the  only  one  I  do  remem- 
ber, but  I  remember  him  from  the  fact  that  his  office  adjoins  mine,  and  I  remember 
that  a  meeting  of  the  committee  was  called  at  his  office. 

Question,  You  were  not  on  that  cemmittee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  was  a  committee,  which  Mr.  Smith  was  on,  appointed  to  wait 
upon  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question,  Did  you  learn  from  any  reliable  authority  how  many  men  seized  those  three 
colored  men  and  murdered  them  t 

Ansiver,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  the  guards  say  about  it  ? 

Anstcer.  They  could  not  find  out  who  were  the  guards — however,  I  am  mistaken  abtmt 
that ;.  there  was  one  of  the  guards  introduced,  but  he  is  a  man  I  never  saw  before  tbero 
in  my  life. 

Question,  Was  he  appointed  by  the  sherifif  f 

An»tcer,  It  seems  so. 

Question.  Wliere  did  he  belong  ? 

Anstcer,  He  said  he  had  been  there  several  weeks. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  his  name  is  f 

Anstcer,  It  is  given  in  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Leachman. 

Question,  Is  he  there  now  t 

Anstcer,  I  think  I  saw  him  there  a  short  time  since.  He  said  that  the  men  who  came 
in — he  did  not  state  the  number  that  I  recollect  of— wore  strangers  to  him ;  and,  in 
fact,  he  seemed  to  be  a  stranger  in  town  himself. 

Qvuesiion,  Did  not  the  sherin  know  who  were  the  men  he  had  set  as  guards  over  these 
colored  men  after  they  were  arrested  ? 

Anstcer.  He  says  not  in  his  testimony,  I  think ;  be  says  that  he  left  them  in  posses- 
sion of  his  deputy. 

^tiestion.  Did  his  deputy  know  who  they  were  f 

Anstcer,  It  seems  not ;  some  of  them  had  gone  to  supper,  all  but  one,  and  left  them 
in  charge  of  men  who  were  not  officers,  and  they  were  taken  out  at  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Was  the  sheriff  a  republican  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  deputy  sheriff  a  republican  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  considered  and  regarded  there. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  ; 

Question.  Are  they  now  republicans  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttesiion.  At  what  time  of  night  were  these  men  murdered  t 

Anstcer.  As  I  stated  before,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  was  your  information  f 

Anstcer,  It  must  have  been  after  midnight  perhaps,  from  what  I  learned;  I  do  not 
remember  hearing  of  any  particular  time.  I  think  the  testimony  of  the  deputy  sheritt, 
or  the  sheriff  himself,  shows  that  he  left  and  went  to  supper  about  eleven  o'clock.  auU 
it  must  have  been  after  that.  It  may  be  that  I  got  the  impression  from  his  testimony 
that  it  must  have  been  after  midnight. 

Question,  Is  it  understood  that  a  large  number  of  men,  or  a  small  number  of  men, 
came  there  and  seized  them  ? 

Answer.  It  is  understood  that  a  number  of  men  seized  them ;  I  do  not  know  whether 
it  is  understood  that  it  was  a  lar^e  number  or  a  small  number,  because  there  is  not 
enough  known  about  it  bj*  the  citizens  of  that  i>lace  to  enable  them  to  judge. 

Question.  You  say  it  is  not  known  whether  the  guard  jsraa  overpowered,  or  whether 
they  merely  betrayed  the  prisoners,  or  what  was  done  ? 
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Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  bnt  Jndgmg  from  the  testimony  of  the  sheriff,  or  the  dep- 
nty  sheriff,  they  mnst  have  been  overpowered,  because  I  think  he  states  there  that  the 
doors  were  battered  down.  I  know  that  one  of  the  doors  was  battered  down ;  I  think 
the  prisoners  were  perhaps  in  that  office,  bnt  I  am  not  positive  abont  that. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

QuesUan,  Yon  say  that,  at  the  time  Williams  was  murdered,  they  impressed  a  black 
man  to  go  and  show  them  where  he  lived  t 

Answer.  So  I  heard ;  I  suppose  they  impressed  him  into  the  service. 

Question,  Would  that  indicate  that  the  parties  who  committed  that  crime  were 
strangers  in  that  locality  t 

Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  that  was  the  first  idea  that  struck  me. 

Question,  This  man  Williams  was  a  magistrate  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  si*. 

Question.  And  his  locality  was  well  known  to  the  community  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  that  would  indicate  that  his  murder  was  committed  by  strangers  f 

Answer,  Yes. 

Question,  If  his  being  obnoxious  to  that  community  was  the  cause  of  his  being  mur- 
dered, how  do  you  account  for  strangers  coming  there  to  kill  him  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  account  for  it  at  all ;  I  cannot  account  for  the  killing  at  all. 

Question,  It  has  been  given  in  evidence  before  us  that  tiie  supposition  or  understand- 
ing is  that  this  Ku-Klux  organization  has  camps  in  different  localities,  and  that  when 
a  camp  in  a  certain  locality  makes  a  decree  against  some  one  living  in  that  locality, 
the  decree  is  to  be  executed  by  their  confederates  belonging  to  some  camp  in  a  differ- 
ent locality.  Would  not  the  circumstances  indicate  that  such  was  the  proceeding  in 
this  case  of  Williams  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know ;  if  there  is  any  such  organization,  I  do  not  know  its  work- 
ings ;  I  do  not  know  how  they  manage  these  lyings.  It  has  been  a  matter  of  astonish- 
ment to  me  that  such  outrages  have  oeen  committed. 

Question,  What  I  mean  to  ask  is  this :  would  it  not  indicate  that  the  murder  of  Wil- 
liams was  conducted  somewhat  in  that  way  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  that  is  their  plan  of  operations,  it  is  probable  it  was. 

Question.  Is  Moore  a  member  of  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  from  our  county. 

Question,  It  was  his  house  that  was  burned  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  would  like  to  make  a  statement  in  regard  to  his  house.  The 
testimony,  as  taken  in  the  investigation,  taken  before  Judge  Leachman,  shows  that  some 
white  men  who  were  on  special  police  duty  on  the  night  that  the  church  and  the  house 
were  burned,  so  soon  as  they  discovered  the  fire,  ran  up  there.  There  were  a  number 
of  colored  men  standing  around,  and  one  of  the  witnesses  had  some  property  near  the 
house  that  was  burning,  a  colored  man,  and  these  other  colored  men  would  not  go  and 
help  him ;  and  the  white  people  came  there,  and  persuaded  l^em  to  go  and  help  save  the 
property.  This  man  who  testifies  says  that  he  looked  into  this  nouse  of  Mr.  Moore, 
into  his  front  room,  where,  as  other  colored  witnesses  have  testified,  there  was  gen- 
erally some  furniture,  and  there  was  no  furniture  in  the  room :  it  was  bare  of  frimiture. 
The  fire  had  not  ^et  reached  that  part  of  the  house ;  it  was  burning  in  another  room. 
Some  of  these  witnesses  saved  their  property  in  that  way.  And  it  is  said  that  Mr. 
Moore  had  insured  bis  residence  perhaps  a  month  previous  to  that,  and  had  never 
called  at  the  insurance  agent's  office  toget  his  policy  until  the  Monday  morning  before 
the  burning  of  his  house  at  night.  When  he  went  there,  he  remarked  to  the  agent, 
that  he  haa  better  take  his  policy,  because  he  did  not  know  what  might  happen.  That 
is  the  testimony  of  the  insurance  agent. 
Question,  That  was  after  the  burning  of  the  Sturgis  building  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  said  the  negroes  accused  the  white  people  of  setting  the  Sturgis  build- 
0nfiret 
Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  brother  of  Sturgis^  the  mayor,  also  a  republican  t 
Ansicer,  William  Sturgis,  the  mayor,  is  a  republican ;  I  do  not  know  what  his  brother 
is— a  sort  of  a  negative  man.   Theodore  Sturgis,  the  man  to  whom  this  property  belonged, 
I  do  not  know  wnat  he  is. 

Question,  Can  you  account  for  the  fact  that  there  were  so  many  armed  men  in  the 
court-house  on  the  day  of  that  trial  f  Did  they  not  seem  to  have  gone  there  generally 
armed  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  were  no  arms  that  I  saw,  except  pistols,  and  I  did  not  see  any  pis- 
tols at  the  time  the  trial  was  going  on,  except  the  one  i  saw  on  defendant  Tyler.  But  a 
great  many  men  around  there  go  armed  all  the  time,  both  colored  and  white,  with 
nttle  derringers  in  their  pockets.  It  is  a  state  of  society,  I  regret  to  say,  that  exists 
among  us,  but  it  is  so.    Men  go  armed,  a  great  many  of  them ;  but  a  great  majority  of 
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tbe  people  do  not.    Whether  there  wore  more  armed  on  that  occasion  than  usual,  I  can- 
not say ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  :  * 

Question,  Have  the  people  iu  the  country  generally  got  guns  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  most  persons  have  guns. 

Question,  Black  and  white,  both  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  have  supplies  of  ammunition  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  are  the  guns  for  f 

Anstcer,  For  hunting ;  common  shot-guns,  bird  guns,  that  is  all  I  hiwe  Seen,  except 
now  and  then  I  have  seen  an  old  musket  carried  by  a  colored  man. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  know  facts  enough  to  justify  you  in  stating  why  they  all  have 
these  arms  f 

Anstcer,  You  have  asked  me  that  question,  and  of  course  I  must  answer  H.  The 
white  people  alw%ys  had  arms,  always  kept  one  or  two  guns  about  their  premises,  for 
squirrel-hunting  and  bird-hunting.  The  colored  people  all  have  guns,  I  suppose,  for 
the  same  purpose;  and  I  might  say  they  make  very  good  use  of  them  in  killing  stock. 
,1  know  they  killed  some  of  mine,  that  is,  I  suppose  so ;  and  a  great  many  have  been 
tried  for  killing  stock,  tried  by  colored  juries,  and  have  been  convicted.  A  great  many 
cases  of  that  sort  have  occurred. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  I  would  like  to  know  whv  Mayor  Sturgisleft  Meridian  and  has  not  returned  t 

Answer,  WelL  sir,  after  I  left,  in  the  evening  of  Monday,  and  when  I  came  back  the 
next  morning,  I  was  informed  that  he  had  been  visited  by  some  of  the  citizens  there. 

Question,  What  class  of  citizens  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  understood  that  they  were  good  citizens,  and  they  advised 
him  to  leave ;  told  him  that  he  had  rendered  himself  obnoxious  there ;  that  he,  in  con- 
nection with  others,  had  gotten  up  this  trouble ;  that  they  were  perhaps  the  prime 
cause  of  it,  and  it  would  be  best  for  him  and  the  community  that  he  should  leave.  He 
acknowledged  to  those  men  who  visited  him  that  he  had  done  wrong ;  said  that  he  bad 
used  an  improper  influence  over  the  colored  people,  and  that  he  was  willing  to  leave. 
And  I  understood  ho  asked  some  of  them  to  escort  mm  to  the  depot ;  he  seemed  to  be 
afraid  that  he  would  be  killed ;  how  his  fears  originated  I  do  not  know ;  whether  there 
were  any  menaces  or  threats  in  regard  to  him  that  evening  I  do  not  know ;  if  there 
were  it  was  after  I  left.  They  escorted  him  to  the  depot,  a  squad  of  men,  I  do  not  know 
how  many ;  and  when  the  train  arrived  he  went  on  board  the  train,  and  they  sent  two 
men  with  him  to  take  care  of  him,  so  that  no  accident  or  mishap  might  befall  him. 
They  went,  I  suppose,  twenty  miles  on  the  railroad  with  him,  nearly  to  tne  edge  of  that 
county. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  he  was  warned  to  leave  by  a  certain  day,  or  his  life 
wonld  be  taken  f 

Answer.  If  ho  was  so  threatened  I  was  not  aware  of  it. 

Question,  Mr.  Williams,  of  your  county,  was  killed  in  the  manner  which  you  have 
detailed,  and  somebody  else  was  killed  at  Lauderdale  Springs  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  had  been  on  two  occasions  colored  men  taken  from  Meridian  and  car- 
ried back  to  Alabama  t 
^  Anstcer,  On  two  occasions  t 

Question.  Well,  yonr  testimony  is  that  on  one  occasion  colored  men  were  really  kid- 
napped without  authority  of  law,  and  carried  back  into  Alabama  by  Alabama  men. 
And  you  say  that  two  young  men  had  been  attacked  on  the  streets  of  Meridian  at  night, 
and  flred  at  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  they  were  attacked. 

Question.  Well,  halted  outside  of  the  town  t 

Anstcer.  When  they  were  going  home  from  the  debating  society ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  at  the  riot  all  three  of  the  defendants  were  killed  t 

Ansxcer,  No,  sir;  Moore  was  not  killed. 

Question,  The  man  you  saw  lying  on  the  floor  of  the  sheriff's  room  was  not  Moore  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  turned  out  to  be  a  man  named  Ford. 

Question,  Two  of  the  defendants  wore  killed  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  one  man  was  shot  in  the  hand,  and  one  man  was  shot  through 
the  pantaloons. 

Question,  And  afterward  three  men  were  killed  during  the  night,  having  been  taken 
from  those  in  whose  charge  they  were  left  by  the  officers  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  house  of  the  member  of  the  legislature  from  your  county,  and  a 
colored  church,  were  burned  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QuestUm,  Now,  has  anybody  been  punished  for  any  of  these  acts  t 

Jtmcer.  No,  si.* ;  and  if  any  indictments  have  been  fonnd  by  the  grand  jury  I  am  not 
aware  of  it. 

Question.  Yet  yon  say  that  the  criminal  law  is  as  well  executed  in  Meridian  as  in  any 
other  part  of  yonr  State  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  only  say  it  is  executed  now  as  well  as  it  ever  has  been  there.  I 
would  say  this,  that  the  law  is  executed  whenever  the  parties  committing  the  acts  are 
prosecuted ;  but  when  it  is  not  possible  to  ascertain  who  they  are,  it  is  not  possible  to 
carry  out  the  law. 

Question,  With  the  exception  of  the  two  young  men  retumlug  from  the  debating  so- 
ciety, all  these  outrages  that  you  have  spoken  of  have  been  committed  upon  colored 
men  t  • 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  but  not  on  republicans ;  this  colored  man  Eennard  is  not  a  repub- 
lican. 

Question,  I  had  not  mentioned  the  Kennard  case ;  I  was  going  to  speak  of  that  sep- 
arately. The  colored  men  complained  that  all  those  things  showed  au  indisposition  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  of  the  law  to  protect  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  fact  of  those  men  going  over  with  Kennard,  some  fifteen  of  them, 
more  or  less,  and  they  armed  with  double-barrelled  shot-guns,  I  think  gave  rise  to  a 
feeling  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  All  the  other  occurrences  took  place  subsequently  to  that  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  B(fr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Suppose  a  company  of  armed  negroes  had  come  from  Alabama  and  taken 
three  white  men  in  your  town  upon  any  alleged  charge  against  them,  and  canied  them 
back  over  the  State  line,  without  any  authority  of  law,  kidnapped  them,  would  there 
not  have  been  a  general  uprisipg  of  the  white  men  there  t 

Ansfcer,  I  will  answer  that  question  in  this  way :  it  is  my  opinion  that  if  colored  men 
had  come  over  there  and  arrested  men  who  were  known  to  be  bad  men,  bad  characters, 
violators  of  the  laws  of  Alabama 

Question.  And  whit«  men  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  and  white  men.  I  have  no  idea  that  the  good  .citizens  would 
have  interfered ;  none  in  the  world.  Upon  the  other  hand,  if  the  citizens  had  believed 
those  men  were  innocent,  then  they  would  have  interfered. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  how  the  colored  men  considered  these  three  who  were 
kidnapped  ? 

Ansicer,  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  better  for  that  community,  especally 
for  the  white  people  and  property-holders  there,  to  be  jealous  and  vigilant  in  maintain- 
ing the  rights  of  the.  colored  people  under  the  law,  and  to  manifest  a  disposition  to 
protect  them  against  these  outrages  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do ;  and  I  think  the  most  of  the  people  there  are  willing,  and 
always  have  been,  to  do  so. 

Question.  Being  willing  is  one  thing ;  manifesting  their  willingness  by  acts  is  another. 
Would  it  not  pr<Miuce  a  very  good  enect  upon  the  state  of  society  there  if  they  were  to 
manifest  that  willingness  by  acts? 

Anstcer.  You  will  bear  in  mind  the  attitude  in  which  they  are  placed. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at. 

Answer.  The  most  of  them  are  democrats,  and  any  movement  they  make  in  that  di- 
rection seems  to  be  misconstrued  as  a  political  movement.  All  the  offices  being  filled 
by  republicans,  if  they  decline  to  discharge  their  duties,  the  citizens  are  at  their  road^s 
end.  But  I  assure  you  it  is  my  honest  conviction  that  the  good  people  there,  and 
most  of  the  people  are  good  citizens,  are  ready  at  all  times,  are  wiUing,  whenever 
called  upon,  by  tneir  countenance  to  sustain  and  aid  the  laws  and  see  that  they  are 
executed. 

Question.  I  asked  your  opinion  as  to  the  matter  of  policy. 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  a  matter  of  policy,  as  well  as  of  duty. 

Question.  They  ought  to  manifest  it  by  acts. 

^nwrcr.  Well,  sir,  I  think 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  not  the  officers  there  radicals  f 

Answer.  All,  except  some  of  the  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  who  were  aj)- 
pointed  by  Governor  Alcorn,  upon  the  removal  of  Sturgis  and  the  members  of  the  board 
of  supervisors  at  the  instance  of  the  committee  who  waited  upon  him,  and  Mr.  Smith 
was  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Question.  If  the  officers  were  to  call  upon  the  white  people  to  protect  the  colored  peo- 
ple from  such  arrests,  would  they  not  do  it  at  once  f 
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Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  would  readily  reuder  any  assistance  the  officers  wanted. 

By  ]VIr.  Pool: 

Question,  As  you  seem  to  understand  very  well  the  relations  of  the  races  one  to 
the  other,  I  will  ask  you  if  the  white  people  are  not  much  more  swift  to  resent  an  in- 
sult or  indignity  from  a  colored  man  than  they  would  be  from  a  white  man  ? 

An9wei\  1  ratner  think  they  are ;  and  from  the  force  of  education. 

Queetion,  And  are  not  the  colored  men  less  swift  to  resent  an  indignity  from  a  white 
mauf 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  When  you  said  there  was  a  change  in  their  demeanor,  was  it  a  change  in 
that  respect  t  • 

Answei\  A  change  in  their  disposition  to  resent  f 

Question.  To  resent  an  indignity  or  affront  from  white  men  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  however,  there  was  nothing  I  could  see  in  my  every-day  walks 
upon  the  street  for  them  to  resent.  But  I  noticed  that  on  the  streets  they  would  not 
treat  the  white  people  with  whom  they  came  in  contact  as  they  had  formerly  treated 
them. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  natural  state  of  feeling  on  the  part  of  the  white  men  to  resent 
an  injury  or  insult  from  a  colored  man  ? 

Answ^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  way  to  hreak  down  that  disposition  f 

Answer.  Time  may  wear  it  out  j  and  when  the  colored  man  comes  to  be  educated,  and 
his  children  after  him,  it  may  bring  about  a  different  state  of  things. 

Question.  Does  not  that  necessarily  produce,  in  these  Southern  communities,  a  sort  of 
tone  in  the  public  sentiment  that  is  dangerous  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so.  There  are  some  few  white  men  there  who  would  strike  a 
colored  man  for  any  sort  of  provocation,  while  others  would  not,  but  would  talk  to 
him  just  as  thoy  would  to  a  white  man,  and  endeavor  to  avoid  these  things  as  much 
as  possible.    I  think  the  majority  of  them  would  act  in'thac  way. 

Question.  Would  not  the  danger  of  collision  arising  from  that  feeling  be  greatly  en- 
hanced by  outrages  of  this  sort  on  colored  people — these  bands  of  disguised  men  taking 
them  out  and  whipping  them,  and  things  of  that  kind  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  of  the  opinion  that  whenever  trv>uble  arises  between  colored 
men  and  white* men,  there  will  be  bad  men  on  both  sides  who  will  go  in  and  endeavor 
to  take  matters  in  their  own  hands,  and  carry  them  to  excess,  while  all  good  people, 
both  white  and  black,  cannot  restrain  them,  for  they  do  not  know  who  they  are. 

Question.  1  want  your  opinion  whether  or  not  the  men  who  go  in  disguise  and  com- 
mit these  outrages  upon  colored  men  are  not  dangerous  enemies  to  the  peace  and  security 
of  society? 

Answer.  1  think  they  are.  I  do  not  think  that  men  of  that  character,  either  white 
or  black,  arc  of  any  advantage  or  benefit  to  any  community  or  society,  but  rather  a 
disadvantage. 

Qiiestion.  Do  they  not  keep  those  communities  in  constant  danger  and  dread  of  a 
collision  between  the  races,  bordering,  perhaps,  on  a  war  of  races  t 
.  Anmcer.  Heretofore  at  Meridian,  before  these  troubles,  we  never  apprehended  any 
danger  in  our  immediate  section.  While  there  had  been  two  or  three  instances,  of 
which  I  have  already  spoken,  which  met  the  prompt  disajpproval  of  all  the  good  peo- 
ple, the  good  citizens  of  both  classes,  just  before  and  during  the  riot,  there  was  an  ap- 
prehension upon  the  part  of  everybody  that  there  would  be  a  greater  outbreak,  a  gen- 
eral disturbance,  a  conflict  of  races.  But  since  that  time  everything  has  been  perfectly 
quiet  and  peaceable. 

Question.  Did  not  that  state  of  excitement  at  that  time,  which  bordered  upon  a  col- 
lision between  the  races,  result  from  the  killing  of  Williams,  the  kidnapping  of  those 
negroes,  and  other  such  acts  against  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  was  the  only  cause,  by  any  means. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  it  was  the  only  cause. 

Anstcer.  I  think  this  Price  matter  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it.  The  mere-  fact  of 
Price  being  arrested  seemed  to  aggravate  and  excite  the  colored  people.  I  think  that 
had  something  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  1  call  your  attention  to  these  things  as  showing  that  there  was  an  explosive 
state  of  society  there,  as  showing  that  it  required  the  attention  of  good  citizens  to 
keep  it  down. 

Ansu:>er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Now  about  the  Kennard  matter.  Was  not  Kennard  accused  of  oomuig 
over  from  Alabama  and  taking  a  colored  man  and  carrying  him  back  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  I  said  before,  my  information  was  this :  that  Kennard  came 
there  to  try  to  get  some  negroes  who  had  left  Alabama,  under  the  influence  of  Price, 
as  I  was  informed,  to  so  back  and  work  on  the  farms.  The  white  people  had  got  him 
to  come  over  there,  as  I  understand,  because  he  had  stood  high  with  the  negroes,  and 
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• 

had  a  great  deal  of  influence  with  them.  While  there,  and  trying  to  get  some  of  these 
colored  people  to  go  back,  he  happened  to  see  on  the  streets  of  Meridian  a  colored  man 
Tvho  had  violated  some  statnte  law  of  Alabama,  I  snppose ;  I  did  not  ask  him  what  it 
was.  He  jwinted  ont  this  man  to  one  of  the  colored  policemen  of  Meridian,  and  when 
he  went  to  arrest  him,  the  colored  man  ran,  and  the  policeman  fired  on  him  and  per- 
haps wounded  him,  I  do  not  know  how  .seriously.  The  taking  away  of  the  colored 
men  was  done  by  white  men,  not  by  Adam  Kennard ;  it  was  done  when  Adam  Kennard 
came  over  to  attend  court  on  the  first  day  appointed  for  the  trial  of  Price.  He  came 
over  with  two  colored  witnesses,  and  these  white'^men  came  over  to  protect  them,  be- 
cause they  had  expressed  a  fear  that  the  negroes  at  Meridian  were  so  much  excited 
and  angry  that  they  would  do  them  harm. 
*  Question.  Did  not  the  colored  people  believe  that  Kennard  had  sworn  against  Price 
because  of  personal  animosity  against  him  f 

Jnsicer.  I  have  never  heard  one  express  any  opinion  of  that  sort,  only  that  they  were 
veiy  angry  because  Price  was  arrested. 

Questum.  Was  the  reason  assigned  for  their  anger,  as  yon  call  it,  that  he  was  the 
only  man  arrested  in  the  county  charged  with  committing  an  outrage  in  disguise  f 

Jnstrer,  I  do  not  remember  hearing  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Did  they  not  connect  the  fact  of  his  arrest  with  the  fact  that  other  out- 
rages bad  been  committed  by  disguised  bands  of  white  men  several  times  before,  and 
no  white  man  had  been  arrested  lor  it,  and  that  the  arrest  of  Price  was  the  first  arrest 
that  was  made  f 

Answer,  They  may  have  done  so ;  it  is  very  probable  they  did,  because  that  was  the 
first  arrest  of  that  sort  that  had  ever  been  made. 

Question.  Was  that  not  one  of  the  reasons  why  it  was  thought  best  that  Price  should 
leave,  without  pushing  the  matter  further  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir :  the  motive  for  his  leaving,  for  his  being  advised  to  leave,  as  I  under- 
titood  J  t,  and  as  Mr.  Smith  told  me,  was  that,  from  what  Price  had  said,  and  the  threats 
he  had  made,  whenever  that  trial  took  place  it  was  almost  inevitable  that  there  would 
be  a  very  serious  disturbance  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks ;  because  Price  had 
said  that  he  would  not  submit  to  being  bound  over  under  a  bond  to  appear  in  the  cir- 
cuit court,  neither  would  he  go  to  jail  for  not  giving  bond. 

Question.  Did  he  make  those  threats  because  he  said  he  was  innocent,  or  because 
he  was  the  first  person  arrested,  or  because  he  thought  he  could  not  get  justice  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  his  idea  was  that  he  was  innocent. 

Question.  That  it  was  a  malicious  persecution  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  that  he  said  he  could  not  get  justice,  because  the  man 
before  whom  he  was  to  be  tried  was  considered  by  all  classes  as  a  very  just  and  honor- 
•  able  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  And  he  was  a  republican  besides  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  myself  he  is  an  honest  man. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Price  alleged  that  he  was  innocent  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  tnink  so. 

Question.  Did  he  allege  that  Kennard  was  swearing  against  him  because  they  were 
euemies  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that.  I  heard  that  he  said  he  was  innocent ;  that  it  was  a  false 
charge,  or  something  of  that  kind ;  I  do  not  know  exactly  what  he  said. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  witnesses  against  Price  except  Kennard  f 

Answer,  There  were  two  colored  witnesses  against  him ;  one  of  them  a  witness  to 
prove  the  fact  that  he  had  heard  Price  make  some  threat  against  Kennard,  and  say 
that  it  would  not  be  well  for  Kennard  to  remain  there  that  night,  or  something  of  that 
sort. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  men  in  numbers  and  in  disguise  showing  themselves 
upon  kiQ  public  highways  in  that  county  within  the  last  twelve  or  eighteen  months, 
on  more  occasions  than  one  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  In  some  of  the  interrogatories  put  to  you  by  Senator  Pool,  it  was  assumed 
that  this  riot,  and  the  shooting  in  the  court-house,  were  outrages  upon  the  part  of 
white  men  against  colored  men,  and  you  seemed  to  assent  to  that  as  a  fact.  Do  you 
regard  that  so  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  had  a  civil  election  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  for  general 
officers  f 

Amwer.  Wo  had  an  election  for  members  of  the  legislature:  all  our  county  officers  are 
appoinied ;  we  have  not  hud  an  election  there  for  county  officers  for  a  number  of  years. 


204         CONDITION   OF   AFFAIRS  IN  THE   SOUTHERN   STATES. 

•        • 

Queaiion.  Your  merabers  of  Congress  and  other  officers  that  you  have  elected,  were 
electa  nnder  an  elec'tion  held  by  General  Ames  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  an  election  ordered  for  next  fall. 

Question.  And  your  county  officers  are  appointed  by  the  governor  t 

Answej'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Wlio  is  himself  a  republican  ?  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think*  so. 

Question.  So  that  the  great  bulk  of  the  men  who  constitute  your  county  officers  are 
the  ai)i>ointees  of  a  republican  governor  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  Ford  an  outrage  upon  a  colored  man  1 

Ausicer.  Well,  sir,  there  are  different  suppositious  about  that.  I  have  heard,  and  I 
think  some  of  the  witnesses  so  testified,  that  Tjrler  shot  more  than  once ;  that  he  shot 
as  he  ran  through  the  sheriff's  office ;  that  he  first  went  up  into  a  coruer  of  the  sheriff's 
room;  the  dq)uty  sheriff  testifies  that  ho  was  in  there  when  Tyler  went  in,  and  the 
deputy  sheriff  caught  him  by  the  collar,  but  Tyler' gave  a  surge  and  broke  away  from 
him  and  ran  out  on  the  veranda ;  and  I  think  the  testimony  shows  that  he  shot  several 
times,  first  in  the  door  of  the  court-room,  and  once  or  twice,  or  more,  in  going  from  there 
to  the  veranda.  And  it  is  the  supposition  of  some^  perhaps  some  of  the  witnesses  state, 
that  Ford  was  passing  into  the  door  of  the  sheriff's  room,  and  mi^ht  have  been  shot  by 
Tyler  when  ho  tired  back  at  the  white  people;  not  that  Tyler  did  it  intentionally,  but 
that  in  shooting  in  that  direction  Ford  suudenly  came  within  his  range  of  fire. 

Question.  That  is,  that  Tyler  killed  ;  adge  Bramlett^  and  Ford  also  ? 

Ansiv€i\  That  is  the  supposition  of  »ome,  but  not  of  all,  by  any  means.  I  really  did 
Hot  know  who  Ford  was. 

Question.  Where  did  Clopton  come  from  t 

Answer.  He  lived  there,  in  town. 

Question.  Had  he  been  raised  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  be  was  raised  in  Alabama ;  I  am  not  certain. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Dennis,  alias  Clopton  t 
.  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  was  that  t 

Answer.  Clopton  was  the  name  of  his  former  owner ;  but  when  ho  came  to  register 
he  adopted  the  .name  of  Dennis.    Ho  was  as  often  called  Clopton  as  Dennis. 

Question.  The  alias  was  not  taken  as  a  cloak  for  any  former  crime  ? 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  Clopton  and  the  throwing  him  over  from  the* 
balcony  an  outrage  upon  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  1  do  ;  upon  a  colored  man  or  anybody  else. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  killing  of  "those  three  men  who  were  taken  from  the 
custody  of  the  officers  who  had  them  in  charge  an  outi*age  upon  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  I  do,  most  emphatically. 

Question.  Do  you  consider  the  burning  of  the  colored  church  there  an  outrage  upoa 
colorwl  men  f 

Jrnwe)',  Yes,  sir;  more  especially  upon  colored  men,  but  also  an  outrage  upon  the 
community. 

Question.  Then  it  would  be  safe  to  assume  that  there  were  outrages  against  colored 
men? 

Answei\  Yes,  sir,  and  at  the  same  time  the  outrages  were  committed  against  the 
good  citizens  of  the  community. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  was  supposed  in  Meridian  that  telegrams  were  seot 
to  men  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama,  to  come  then'  Monday  night  ? 

Anmeer.  It  was  supposed  so,  and  eflorts  were  made  to  ascertain  how  that  was;  but 
it  seems  that  the  operators  would  not  tell. 

Question.  They  refused  to  answer? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  1  was  talking  wiWi  some  citizen,  and  he  said  that  some 
effort  had  been  made  to  find  out.  for  nobody  wanted  them. 

Question.  None  of  the  good  citizens  f 

Answei'.  Certainly.  It  was  said  afterward  that  there  was  a  man  passed  thronjjh 
there  who  caused  this  telegram  to  be  sent.  I  am  satisfied  that  no  good  citizen  of  that 
town  sent  it. 

Question.  It  would  not  have  been  the  act  of  a  good  citizen  t 

Answer.  No,  sir:  bccanso  wo  are  fully  able  to  take  care  of  ourselves. 

Question.  If  sucli  a  telegram  was  sent,  it  was  responded  to  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  somebody  came ;  or  it  may  not  have  been  in  response  ti» 
that. 

Question.  Wonld  that  indicate  to  you  that  there  was  some  organization  bv  means  of 
which  x>crsons  from  a  distance  are  called  in  to  aid  In  case  of  an  emergency  V* 
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Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  even  prima  facie  evidence,  because  if  one  neigh- 
borhood of  wnites  should  telegraph  to  another  neighborhood  that  they  had  got  into  a 
difficulty  with  colored  people  and  wanted  their  assistance,  they  would  not  hesitate  to 
give  it. 

BvMr.  Blair: 

Question.  Suppose  it  was  announced  in  some  county  that  a  negro  had  shot  a  judge  of 
the  circuit  court  of  another  county  t 
Answer,  I  think  very  likely  they  would  have  come  over  without  being  asked. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  heard  that  a  telegram  was  sent ;  that  was  the  reason  I  asked  you  the 
question. 

Answer.  It  may  have  been  that  it  was  sent ;  and  it  may  have  been,  as  General  Blair 
suggests,  that  the  people  over  the  line  heard  of  it,  and  came  v^thout  being  sent  for. 

^esUon.  The  good  people  of  your  town  did  not  want  them  f 
.  Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  we  did  not  want  them. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  3, 1871. 

J.  P.  SESSIONS  sworn  and  examined : 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.  )  As  this  witness  has  been  called  at  your  instance,  Mr« 
Blair,  you  will  please  commence  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  "Where  do  you  live! 

Answer.  1  live  in  Franklin  County,  Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  have  yon  resided  in  Mississippi? 

Answer.  I  was  bom  in  that  county. 

Qiitstion.  Were  you  a  member  of  the  last  legislature  t 

Answer.  1  am  a  member  of  the  present  legi^ature. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  here  by  a  witness,  Mr.  French,  that  you  were  a  member 
of  the  committee  of  investigation  of  the  riot  that  took  place  at  Meridian,  in  your  State  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  member  of  that  committee. 

Question.  Was  the  whole  of  the  testimony  which  was  taken  before  that  committee 
printed  ? 

Answer.  The  testimony  taken  before  the  committee  was  printed :  and  in  addition  to 
the  testimony  taken  by  ourselves,  we  adopted  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Leach- 
man,  a  week  or  two  previous  to  the  time  when  we  investigated  the  riot  at  Meridian. 

Question.  Was  that  incorporated  into  the  testimony  taken  before  your  committee  and 
made  part  of  your  report  f 

Anstcer.  It  was ;  and  the  understanding  of  the  committee  was  that  we  would  not 
enter  into  an  examination  of  the  matters  testified  to  before  Judge  Leachman  to  any 
great  extent ;  We  would  confine  our  investigation  to  matters  outside  of  them,  and  to 
questions  outside  of  that  investigation. 

Question.  That  is  to  say,  that  you  would  not  attempt  to  go  over  the  ground  covered 
by  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  t 
'Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  examined  as  to  other, matters? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  other  matters  as  far  as  possible.  We  did,  to  some  extent,  go  over 
the  same  matters. 

Qitesiion.  Was  there  any  written  report  accompanying  the  evidence  taken  by  the 
committee  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  a  report  a^peed  upon  by  all  the  members  of  the  commit- 
tee ;  it  was  in  substance  that  the  committee  appointed  by  the  legislature  liad  investi- 
gated the  riot  and  submitted  the  testimony  in  writing,  without  expressing  any  opinion 
thereon. 

Question.  From  your  familiarity  with  the  testimony  in  the  case,  in  your  ppinion  what 
was  the  origin  of  the  riot  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to  say  what  was  the  origin  of  the  riot,  or 
rather  what  were  the  causes  that  produced  the  riot.  I  can  state,  according  to  the 
testimony,  how  the  riot  began.  I  think  one  of  the  chief  causes  producing  the  riot 
was  the  Ku-Klnxing,  as  it  was  commonly  called,  of  a  colored  man  named  Adan  Ken- 
nard,  by  a  man  named  Price,  together  with  otl^ers  associated  with  him. 

Question.  You  think,  then,  that  the  ill  feeling  which  culminated  in  the  riot  at  Meridian 
oridnatod  in  that  transaction  t 

Answer.  I  do  to  a  great  extent. 

Quesikon.  What  was  the  immediate  origin  of  the  riot  f 
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Anstccr,  According  to  onr  investigation,  my  view  of  it,  the  immediate  cause  of  the 
riot  was  this:  Certain  persons  were  beiu^  tried  before  a  committing  magistrate  tbere, 
Jnstico  Brsunlette,  and  during  the  investigation,  after  one  of  the  witnesses  bad  given 
in  bis  evidence,  one  of  the  accused  parties  named  Tyler  said  to  the  witness  that  b« 
wished  him  to  remain  on  the  stand  until  he  could  introduce  two  witnesses  to  impeach 
bis  testimony.  Thereupon  the  witness  seized  a  stick  lying  upon  the  table  in  front  of 
the  justice  of  the  peace  and  started  in  the  direction  of  this  man  Warren  Tyler,  but  waa 
seized  by  the  marshal.    After  he  was  seized  by  the  marshal 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:)^  would  suggest  that  we  have  incorporated  in  onr 
testimony  all  the  testimony  that  was  taken  by  this  conmiittee  of  the  Mississippi  legis- 
lature in  regard  to  that  riot.  Is  it  worth  while  to  recite  that  testimony  over  again  ? 
This  gentleman  of  course  knows  nothing  about  it  more  than  is  stated  in  the  testimouv. 

Mr.  Blair,  I  do  not  desire  to  encumber  the  record,  I  want  to  know  what  the  impres- 
sions of  the  witness  were  from  hearing  all  the  testimony. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  You  want  to  get  at  his  conclusions  f 

Mr.  Blair  :  Yes,  sir. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :)  I  think  that  might  be  done  without  narrating  all  that 
the  witnesses  said  upon  that  investigation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qnestion,  I  will  ask  you  the  question  distinctly ;  was  it  the  impression  of  the  com- 
mittee that  Tyler  fired  the  first  shot  f 

Answer,  That  was  my  impression ;  I  think  the  evidence  fairly  warranted  that  con- 
clusion. 

QH€8tion,  It  is  said  in  the  testimony  before  us  that  this  negro,  Adam  Kennard,  was 
said  to  bo  a  deputy  sheriff  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama;  was  that  the  casef 

Auaicer,  It  was  so  testified  to  before  us,  that  be  was  a  deputy  sherifif  of  Sumter  County, 
Alabama. 

QiicstiotL  It  is  also  said  that  there  were  statements  taken  down,  and  when  the  wit- 
nesses were  called  before  your  committee,  they  failed  utterly  to  testify  to  the  facts 
which  they  had  stated  in  private  before  members  of  your  committee;  do  you  know 
anything  of  any  such  circumstance  as  that? 

Ansuxsr.  I  do  not ;  there  were  no  statements  taken,  no  evidence  taken  by  the  com- 
mittee except  such  evidence  as  was  taken  in  the  presence  of  the  whole  committee  from 
witnesses  under  oath,  that  I  know  anything  about.  If  any  other  evidence  was  takea 
it  was  without  any  orders  or  authority  from  the  committee,  and  without  the  knowletige 
of  the  committee. 

^ueslUm,  Do  yon  know  whether  there  is  such  an  organization  in  your  State  as  tiie 
Eu-Klux  organization? 

Answer,  If  there  is  such  an  organization,  I  know  nothing  of  it. 

Question,  Mr.  French,  when  he  was  on  the  stand  here,  testified — I  will  read  what  he 
did  say : 

"  Question.  In  your  conversations  with  democrats  of  good  standing,  respectable,  intel- 
ligent gentlemen,  what  view  did  they  take  of  these  outrages  T  Give  us  the  views  which 
were  expressed  on  one  side  and  the  other,  of  these  outrages,  so  that  we  may  be  able  to 
get  at  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject. 

"  Anstcer.  Parties  such  as  you  have  described,  democrats  of  good  standing,  were  always 
opposed  to  them.  When  anything  of  that  kind  occurred,  members  of  tne  legislature 
of  that  partv  appeared  to  regret  it  as  much  as  anybody  could.  I  have  talked  yery 
freely  with  them  in  regard  to  these  matters,  and  they  appeared  to  regret  these  outrages 
as  much  as  any  person  could  regret  them.  They  said  they  were  done  by  parties  who 
were  irresponsible,  lawless  men.  I  have  talked  with  two  members  of  the  legislature 
about  these  -matters  and  about  an  organization  of  this  kind,  and  as  to  what  their  opin* 
ioD  was  about  it.  They  said  their  opinion  was  that  there  was  such  an  organization, 
^  and  that  it  was  for  political  purposes  and  effect ;  but  that  they  were  not  in  favor  of  it; 
that  they  had  never  belonged  to  it,  and  had  no  knowledge  themselves  of  any  persons 
who  did  belong  to  it ;  but  they  were  perfectly  satisfied  that  there  was  such  an  organ- 
ization:  and  one  of  them  stated  further  that  ho  believed  the  organization  was  estab- 
lished for  political  purposes.'' 

And  in  reply  to  interrogatories  in  regard  to  the  two  democrats  who  had  made  these 
statements,  Be  mentioned  you  as  one  who  had  said  to  him  that  you  believed  there  was 
such  an  organization,  and  that  it  was  understood  to  be  for  political  effect  Did  you 
ever  make  any  such  statement  to  Mr.  French  t 

Answer.  1  did  not,  that  I  have  any  recollection  of. 

Question.  Did  you  have  the  opinion  that  there  was  such  an  organization,  and  that  it 
was  an  organization  for  political  purposes  f 

Ansu^er.  i^ot  that  there  is  existing  in  Mississippi  now  such  an  or^;anizatiou.  There 
may  have  existed  heretofore  in  the  State  a  secret  political  organization  to  advance  the 
interest  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  republican  party.  But  that  there  is  such  an  organ- 
ization in  Mississippi  now  I  do  not  know ',  if  there  iS;  I  am  not  aware  of  its  existence. 
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QH€$Hon.  The  present  le^slature  of  yoar  State  has  passed  a  law  donating  the  stock 
of  the  State  in  the  CentraiMississippi  Railroad,  I  believe  it  is 

Answer.  The  New  Orleans,  Jaekson,  and  Great  Northern  Bailroad. 

Question,  That  stock  was  given  by  act  of  the  legislature  to  a  Mr.  McComb,  was  it 
notT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  stock  owned  by  the  State  in  the  New  Orleans,  Jackson,  and 
Great  Northern  Bailroad,  as  well  as  the  stock  owned  by  the  State  in  several  other  rail- 
roads, was  given  by  an  act  of  the  legislatore  to  the  New  Orleans.  Jackson,  and  Great 
Northern  Railroad,  the  value  of  which  amounted,  I  am  credibly  iniormed,  to  something 
over  ^0,000. 

Questum,  The  cash  value. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  time  it  was  given. 

Question.  Nominally  it  was  much  larger  ? 

Answer.  Nominally  it  was  several  hundred  thousand  dollars  more;  I  cannot  state  the 
exact  amount 

Question.  Was  there  an^  consideration  at  all  for  the  surrender  of  that  stock  1 

Answer.  None  except  this :  The  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  road  was  required  to  be 
completed  from  Canton  to  Aberdeen,  I  think,  or  to  some  certain  point  on  the  line,  pr(>> 
vided  the  counties  along  the  line  each  subscribed  $7,000  per  mile,  I  believe,  for  the  road 
m  their  respective  counties. 

Qu/estion,  How  was  the  passage  of  this  act  making  the  donation  secured  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  state  how  it  was  procured ;  I  know  the 
bill  passed ;  and  it  was  thought  by  a  great  many  members  of  tne  legislature,  myself 
included,  that  it  was  wrong  and  improper  to  pass  an  act  giving  such  a  large  amount  of 
property  owned  by  the  State  absolutely  to  any  railroad. 

Qa&tion.  By  what  vote  was  it  passed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  it  was  by  a  very  considerable  mcgority. 

Question.  Was  it  a  party  vote  t 

Answer.  Not  strictly ;  a  few  democrats  who  lived  alons  the  line  of  this  projected* 
road  voted  for  the  donation,  stating  that  if  they  lived  elsewhere^  they  would  oppose 
it;  but  as  they  lived  along  the  projected  line  they  would  vote  for  it. 

Question,  How  was  that  legislature  composed  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  large  republican  mjgority  in  it,  I  think  over  two- thirds  repub- 
lican. 

Questum.  Did  many  of  the  members  hold  offices  and  positions  other  than  as  members 
of  the  legislature? 

Answer,  Some  of  them  did ;  some  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  were  sherifEs  of 
the  counties  which  they  represented ;  others  were  treasurers  of  the  counties ;  others 
held  such  offices  as  members  of  th^  board  of  supervisors,  &Ai. 

Question,  The  boards  of  supervisors  are  the  supervisors  of  elections  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  have  the  county  police  in  charge ;  county  legislature  would 
probably  eiqpress  the  idea  better  than  any  other  term. 

Question,  Was  there  an  apportionment  bill  passed  by  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  an  apportionment  bill,  the  first  since  the  military  appor- 
tionment under  which  the  present  legislature  was  elected.  It  was  passed  at  the  close 
of  the  last  session  of  the  legislature. 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  that  apportionment  f 

Answer,  I  thought  that  in  some  cases  it  was  very  uigust.  Heretofore  in  Mississippi 
each  county  has  been  entitled  to  one  representative  at  least  in  the  legislature.  By  tnis 
apportionment  bill  ten  counties  were  deprived  of  separate  representation,  and  were 
consolidated,  two  together  in  each  case,  and  given  but  five  members,  one  for  two  coun- 
ties. I  know  one  instance,  that  of  Wayne  County,  in  which  the  persons  entitled  to 
vote  were  over  900 ;  yet  it  was  deprived  of  separate  representation.  Warren  County 
was  given  five  representatives,  the  fifth  being  for  a  residuum  of  some  700  voters ;  while 
Wayne  County  was  deprived  of  separate  representation,  although  in  that  county  there 
were  about  90O  voters. 

Question.  What  was  the  politics  of  Wayne  County  f 

Answer,  My  recollection  is  that  the  registered  white  voters  are  in  the  mcgority. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  Warren  County  T 

Ansicer.  In  Warren  County  the  blacks  are  largely  in  the  minority. 

Question,  How  lone  was  your  le^^islature  in  session  f 

Answer,  We  have  nad  two  sessions  during  a  term  of  two  years;  in  1870  the  session 
was  begun  in  .January,  and  lasted  for  several  weeks,  and  then  it  adjourned  until  after 
the  State  was  admitted.  It  reconvened  early  in  March,  and  remained  in  session  until 
the  2l8t  of  July,  I  think.  The  present  year  the  legislature  met  on  the  first  Monday  in 
Jonuaiy,  and  remained  in  session  until  the  13th  day  of  May. 

Question.  What  is  the  pay  of  the  members  of  the  legislature  f 

Answer.  The  pay  has  been  during  the  whole  of  the  present  term  §8  per  day  and  forty 
cents  a  milcgoiuff  and  returning. 

Question,  How  does  that  compare  with  the  pay  of  members  prior  to  the  war  1 
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Answer,  It  is  greater  than  the  pay  of  members  previous  to  the  war,  according  to  my 
information. 

Question,  Are  the  sessions  longer  now  than  formerly  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  are  much  longer  than  ever  neretofore  in  the  State. 

Question,  Was  there  a  bill  passed  by  the  legislature  of  your  State  to  lease  the  peni- 
tentiary of  your  State? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  attended  with  much  discussion  and  excitement? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  eave  rise  to  considerable  discussion,  and  was  the  cause  of  great 
excitement  in  the  legislature.  It  was  commonly  supposed  there,  and  generally  believed, 
that  the  passage  of  the  bill  was  secured  by  bribery.  The  substance  of  it,  as  I  recollect, 
was,  that  the  penitentiary  should  be  leased  to  a  man  by  the  name  of  Richardson  for 
a  period  of  fifteen  years,  he  to  be  paid  by  the  State  the  sum  of  |16,000  per  annum,  and 
also  $120,000, 1  think  the  sum  was,  for  which  he  was  required  to  erect  a  cotton  £iictory 
and  certain  buildings,  and  at  the  expiration  of  the  fifteen  years  he  is  to  turn  over  to 
the  State  the  whole  thing  in  sood  condition,  and  he  is  allowed  to  woik  outside  of 
the  walls  of  the  penitentiary  all  the  convicts  that  are  not  sentenced  for  murder,  rape, 
or  arson. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  to  say  that  he  was  to  be  paid  (18,000  a  year  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHm,  And  $120,000  to  build  a  factoiy  ? 

Answer.  To  erect  certain  buildings. 

Question,  And  he  is  simply  to  turn  them  over  to  the  State  at  the  end  of  his  term  in 
good  condition  ? 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Qut»1ion,  To  have  all  the  nrofits  that  he  could  make  out  of  the  labor  of  the  convicts, 
both  inside  and  outside  of  tne  walls  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  he  could  make  in  the  mean  time  during  the  fifteen  years. 
•    Qusstwn.  Was  there  any  competition  for  this  contract  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  there  was  great  competition  for  it ;  other  parties  proposed  to  do 
the  same  work,  and  to  erect  the  same  buildings,  for  about  one-half  the  sum  proposed 
by  Richardson,  I  think ;  and  other  parties  proposed  to  pay  the  State  so  much  for  the 
labor  of  the  convicts. 

Question,  What  was  the  debt  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  before  the  war? 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  the  exact  amount  of  the  State  debt  before  the  war,  but  I  have 
a  memorandum  here  of  the  amount  of  the  debt  when  this  administration  came  into 
power  on  the  first  day  of  January,  1870. 

QuesHon.  What  is  that? 

Answer,  I  can  give  the  amounts  I  have  on  that  memorandum;  on  the  1st  day  of 
January,  1870,  the  amount  of  the  State  debt  was  $211,735  38. 

Question,  What  is  it  now  ? 

Answer,  On  the  Ist  day  of  January,  1871,  the  debt  was  $867,736  43,  and  on  the  Ist 
day  of  June^  1871.  it  was  $1,247,431  99. 

Question,  Was  tne  increase  of  the  amount  between  the  1st  of  January,  1870,  and  the 
1st  of  June,  1871,  for  the  mere  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State  ? 

Answer,  The  ordinary  expenses  of  the  State,  and,  in  addition,  certain  repairs  on  the 
capitol  buildings  and  on  the  executive  mansion ;  and  an  extension  ordered  of  the  park 
to  the  lunatic  asylum,  which  has  not  yet  been  constructed. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Did  you  embrace  that  appropriation  in  your  calculation  of  the  debt  ? 

Ansxcer,  The  appropriations  for  the  capitol  and  for  the  executive  mansion,  I  think, 
are  embraced  in  the  debt  as  I  have  stated  it ;  I  do  not  think  that  for  the  lunatic  asylom 
is  embraced  in  it,  because  that  work  is  not  yet  done. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Ques^4m,  The  balance  of  this  sum  of  money,  after  deducting  the  appropriation  for 
the  repair  of  the  capitol  building  and  the  governor's  mansion,  all  goes  to  the  ordinary 
expenses  of  the  State  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  suppose  so ;  what  would  come  under  the  denomination  of  ordinary 
expenses. 

Question,  How  does  that  tax  compare  with  the  tax  imposed  and  the  amounts  appro- 
priated previous  to  the  war  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  much  larger,  though  I  am  not  familiar  with  the  amount  appro- 
priated annually  previous  to  the  war ;  I  was  quite  young  then,  and  not  familiar  with 
public  matt€irs. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  amount  of  tax  was  pre  nous  to  the  war  j  the  rate 
of  taxation? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  could  not  state  definitely  what  the  rate  was. 

Question,  What  is  the  rate  of  taxation  now  ? 

Answer,  Well,  in  some  localities  it  is  quite  large,  in  others  not  quite  so  much.    The 
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state  tax  is  ODe-half  of  one  per  cent,  on  the  dollar  for  all  property ;  in  some  conntids 
it  is  very  large»  and  in  others  much  less. 

Question.  In  what  counties  is  the  rate  so  very  large,  and  upon  what  does  it  depend  ? 

Answer,  The  county  tax  dependa  altogether  upon  the  board  of  supervisors  who  have 
the  power  to  levy  the  county  tax,  and  the  special  tax,  as  it  is  known ;  that  is,  all  other 
taxes  for  special  purposes,  and  the  school  tax.  I  think  that  in  my  county  the  whole  county 
and  other  taxes  amount  to  not  more  than  250  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax,  the  State  tax 
being  cme-half  of  one  per  cent.  In  the  county  of  Issaquena  the  whole  county  tax  and 
other  taxes  amount  to  800  per  cent,  of  the  State  tax. 

Qu€^ion,  That  grows  out  of  the  construction  of  the  levees,  does  it  not  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  tax  of  15  cent«  an  acre  for  the  construction  of  the  levees. 
In  Issaquena  the  tax  is  800  per  cent,  for  county  and  other  purposes,  and  15  c^nts  an 
acre  besides  for  the  construction  of  levees. 

^Question,  How  is  the  school  tax  levied  t 

Answer,  The  school  tax  is  levied  by  the  board  of  supervisors  in  conjunction  with 
the  board  of  school  directors. 

Question.  Who  appoints  the  supervisors ;  or  are  they  elected  f 

Answer,  They  are  made  elective  by  the  constitution,  but  until  a  general  election  is 
ordered  they  are  required  to  be  appointed  by  the  governor ;  all  existing  boards  of 
supervisors  have  been  appointed  by  the  governor,  by  and  with  the  advice  and  consent 
of  the  senate. 

Question.  How  are  the  school  directors  appointed  f 

Angwer.  The  school  directors  are  appointed  by  the  boards  of  supervisors. 

Question.  So  that  these  two  boards,  the  board  of  supervisors  ana  the  boai'd  of  school 
directors,  have  a  right  to  levy  taxes  for  school  purposes  in  each  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  board  of  supervisors,  as  I  understand  the  law,  levy  the  tax  at 
the  request  of  the  board  of  school  directors ;  the  directors  submit  their  estimate  of 
the  amount  necessary  in  the  county,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  make  the  levy. 

Quisstion.  Has  there  been  much  complaint  in  the  State  about  this  school  tax  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  in  some  of  the  counties  thei^e  has  been  considerable  complaint 
that  the  tax  is  too  large.  The  law  under  which  the  tax  is  levied  limits  the  boards  to 
a  certain  per  cent,  for  the  purpose  of  paying  ^school-teachers,  and  for  the  purpose  of 
building  or  buying  school-houses. 

Question^  What,  in  general  terms,  is  the  condition  of  the  State  as  regards  its  quiet 
and  peace,  and  how  are  the  laws  executed  within  the  State  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  the  State  is  quiet  and  peaceable ; 
the  laws  are  enforced,  and  prox>erty  and  liie  are  secure  as  they  ever  have  been  in  that 
country,  or,  as  I  suppose,  they  are  anywhere  else,  according  to  my  observation. 

Question,  You  have  heard,  as  a  matter  of  course,  these  clamors  about  Ku-Klux  out- 
rages there  and  elsewhere.  How  do  the  people  of  your  State  regard  those  things ;  as 
realities,  or  as  the  clamor  of  designing  politicians  ? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  they  usually  regard  it  aa  the  clamor  of  designing  politicians,  as 
you  say.  There  are  no  Ku-Klux  outrages  in  my  section  of  the  State,  and  no  outrages 
throughoat  the  State,  so  far  as  my  knowledge  extends,  to  warrant  any  excitepient 
upon  the  subject,  or  any  more^than  would  be  common,  perhaps,  in  any  other  country. 

QuestUm.  Are  persons  convicted  and  punished  who  are  guilty  of  crime ;  are  they 
brought  to  trial  and  convicted  and  punisnedT 

Answer,  They  are  brought  to  trial  and  punished  so  far  as  my  observation  extends. 
In  my  own  county,  there  has  not  been  a  single  homicide  since  the  war  that  I  can  call 
to  mind,  except  in  one  instance,  and  that  was  theicase  of  a  colored  man  who  killed  his 
wife  during  the  present  year;  there  has  not  been  a  single  man  sent  to  the  penitentiary 
from  my  county  since  the  surrender,  nor  a  single  man  hung. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  am,  and  of  the  connty  which  I  represent  in  the  legislature. 

QuesHon.  What  is  your  profession  or  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer. 

QuesHon,  Do  you  belong  to  the  democratic  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QiMstion.  Were  you  connected  in  any  way  with  the  war  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  was  in  the  confederate  army. 

QuesUon,  A  word  or  two  in  regard  to  this  Meridian  affair;  you  say  that  in  your 
judgment  the  difficulty  there  arose  primarily  from  the  Ku-Klnxing  of  the  colored 
deputy  sheriff  who  came  over  there  from  Alabama.  How  long  before  the  Meridian 
riot  did  that  happen  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  was  about  three  weeks;  in  my  opinion,  that  was  one  of  the  chief 
causes  of  the  riot. 

Question.  At  the  particular  time  when  that  riot  took  place  they  had  this  man  Tyler 
and  some  other  men  on  examination  before  Judge  Bramlette,  had  they  not  ? 

14  M 
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Answer,  They  ha<l. 

Qiu^thn,  What  was  the  charge  agaiost  them  t 

Ansicer^l  think  the  charge  wa8  riotous  condnct. 

Question,  Was  not  t\).e  charge  against  them  that  they  had  made  incendiary  speeches 
at  a  meeting  the  Saturday  night  before  t 

Answer,  rerhaps  that  was  connected  with  the  other  in  the  charge. 

Quotum.  Was  not  that  the  charge  upon  which  they  were  being  examined  f 

Anstcer!  I  cannot  state  distinctly  whether  that  was  the  specific  char^  or  not. 

Question.  I  believe  all  the  witnesses  who  have  testified  upon  the  subject  have  agreed 
that  such  was  the  case. 

Anstver.  It  may  be  so,  I  cannot  state. 

Question.  Do  you  remember,  from  the  evidence,  that  there  was  a  meeting  of  the  ocA- 
or^  people  held  on  the  evening  of  the  Saturday  before  the  riot  f 

Ansicer.  There  waa.  ,  • 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  was  the  occasion  of  that  meeting ;  what  did  they 
get  together  for  t 

Answer.  Well,  according  to  my  understanding,  they  were  excited  somewhat  aboat 
the  proposition  to  remove  some  of  the  officers  in  Meridian ;  that  was  one  of  the  causes 
of  the  assembKng.    And  I  think  the  fact  of  this  Price  outrage  was  another  cause. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  the  colored  people  were  at  all  disturbed  in  conse- 
quence of  the  attack  that  had  been  made  upon  the  colored  deputy  sherifif  who  had 
come  over  from  Alabama ;  were  they  dissatisfied  about  that  ? 

Answer.  Well.  I  think  that  was  one  thing  that  excited  them ;  I  think  this  man  Price 
did  excite  them  on  that  subject. 

Question.  It  was  claimed,  was  it  not,  that  this  man  Price  was  the  man  who  got  op 
that  atiiick  on  that  colored  man  f 

Answer.  It  was  claimed  that  Price  was  one  of  the  parties  who  committed  the  attack 
upon  this  man  Kennard,  together  with  some  colored  men  who  aided  him. 

Question.  Then  the  colored  people  were  not  disturbed  by  reason  of  any  attack  being 
msKle  upon  this  colored  man  who  came  over  from  Alabama }  they  were  on  Price's  aide, 
were  they  not,  in  that  controversy  1 

Answer,  I  suppose  so.  As  I  understood  from  the  testimony,  this  man  Kennard  was 
charged  with  taking  certain  colored  men  away  from  Meridian  and  carrying  them  back 
to  Sumter  County. 

Question,  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  A  band  of  men  came  over  from  Alabama  al 
one  of  these  trials,  a  band  of  armed  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  the  same  parties  came  over  at  the  time  this  man  Price  was 
to  be  tried,  to  protect  i>erson8  who  were  to  be  at  the  trial  in  some  way ;  and  when  that 
party  went  back  they  carried  ceatain  colored  men  back  with  them. 

Qvesiion.  Took  them  away  without  any  law,  without  any  process  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  understand. 

Qttestian,  Was  not  the  fact  that  some  men  had  come  there  and  taken  away  to  another 
State  some  colored  men  without  any  process  of  law,  and  nothing  had  been  done  aboat 
it — was  not  that  the  very  thing  that  disturbed  and  excited  the  colored  people;  was  not 
that  why  they  had  their  meetmg  t 

Answer.  From  what  I  heard  there  during  'the  investigation,  I  do  not  think  that 
would  have  caused  the  difficulty.  I  believe  the  difficulty  was  caused  by  certain  par- 
ties there  in  Meridian  operating  upon  the  feeling  of  the  blacks,  making  representa- 
tions to  them  which  perhaps  were  not  warranted  by  the  facts. 

QuesUon.  Price  had  left  tne  place  and  gone  away  before  this  riot  occurred  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  .had  :  but  there  wore  other  men  there  who  I  think  did  all  thej 
could  to  excite  ill-feeling  between  the  whites  and  blacks. 

Qtiestion.  Was  not  the  very  thing  which  the  colored  people  were  excited  about  the 
fact  that  these  men  from  Alabama  had  taken  two  or  three  colored  men,  without  any 
law  or  any  process,  and  had  carried  them  to  Alabama  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  doubt  that  had  some  effect. 

Question.  You  say  that,  from  the  evidence,  you  are  satisfied  that  this  man  Tyler  iras 
the  man  who  fired  the  first  shot  on  the  occasion  of  that  riot  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir,  I  was. 

Question.  Are  you  satisfied  that  it  was  the  shot  that  he  fired  which  killed  Judge 
Bramlette  t 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  Did  you  suppose  that  he  intended  to  kill  Judge  Bramlette  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  nothing  clear  in  the  evidence  upon  that  point ;  there  was 
only  this,  that  Judge  Bramlette  and  a  party  named  Brantley,  with  whom  the  convena- 
tion'  occurred  immediately  preceding  tne  shooting 

Question.  Brantley  was  the  witness  ? 

Answer.  Yes,- sir.  The  witness  and  Judge  Bramlette  were  near  together ;  but  it  was 
stated  by  several  witnesses  that  they  were  not  so  near  together  that  to  fire  at  one  man 
would  be  likely  to  kill  the  other.  From  that  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  Tylei"  fired 
at  the  justice  of  the  peace;  however,  he  might  have  fired  at  the  witness,  Brantley. 
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QtusHon,  Was  there  any  evidonce  pf  any  hostility  that  he  felt  toward  Judge  Bram- 
ettef 

An»tv€r.  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  any  testimony  to  that  effect  before  the  com- 
tnittee,  but  I  know  it  was  so  stated  in  Meridian. 

Question,  There  was  an  ill-feeling  between  Tyler  and  the  justice  of  the  p^ace  f 
Answer,  Yes, sir. 

Question.  This  Justice  Bramlette  was  a  republican,  was  he  not  f 
Answer.  He  was  called  a  republican,  but  I  think  he  was  what  is  known  as  a  conserva- 
tive republican. 

Question.  If  Tyler  fired  at  all,  if  he  intended  to  fire  and  shoot  any  one,  is  it  not  a  reason- 
able su,;,position,  was  it  not  vour  belief,  that  he  intended  to  fire  at  the  man  who  was 
trying  to  make  an  attack  on  him  t 

Answer.  That  was  my  belief,  until  I  heard  that  there  was  some  ill-feeling  between 
him  and  the  lustice  of  the  peace. 
Question.  Yon  say  there  was  no  evidence  of  that  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  evidence  before  our  committee,  but  I  heard  that  in  Meridian ; 
I  will  not  say  whether  it  was  in  committee  or  out  of  it  that  I- heard  of  it. 

QmesUon.  We  have  had  the  testimony  of  various  witnesses  who  were  there,  who  know 
all  about  that  transaction,  and  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  to  inquire  further  about 
it.  Now,  a  word  as  to  what  Mr.  French  testified  to  in  regard  to  a  statement  made  by 
yon  and  others.  He  said  that  these  outrages  which  had  been  committed  by  disguised  men 
were  reprobated  and  disapproved  by  respectable  men  of  the  democratic  party,  and  he 
named  yon  among  others.    Was  that  truef 

Answer.  It  is  true  to  this  extent,  that  whenever  those  outrages  did  occur  I  did  not 
approve  them. 
Question.  Exactly. 

Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  ever  having  had  any  conversation  with  Mr.  French 
on  the  subject.    But  I  will  state  that  such  is  my  opinion. 

Question.  So  far  as  that  kind  of  outrages  have  been  committed,  yon  did  disapprove 
them  T 
AnstDer.  Yes,  sir ;  wherever  they  have  been  committed  I  disapproved  them. 
Question.  That  is  your  sentiment  now,  and  that  has  been  your  sentiment  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  feel  confident  that  yon  never  expressed  that  judgment  in  the  bear- 
ing and  presence  of  Mr.  French  f 
Answer.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  such  expression. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  concealed  your  sentiments  on  that  subject ;  have  yon  not 
been  open  in  your  expression  of  disapproval  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  a  single  instance  where  I  have  expressed  my  disapproval; 
but  I  state  now  that  wherever.Ax^  lawless  conduct  occurs,  if  it  does  occur,  I  disap- 
prove of  it. 
Question.  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  such  lawless  conduct  f 

Answer.  There  have  been  instances  of  lawlessness  apjiarently  well  authenticated. 
That  I  disapproved  of ;   I  say  now  I  disapprove  of  it. 
Question.  Have  you  not  always  expressed  your  sentiment  of  disapproval  f 
Answer.  I  may  have  expressed  it ;  I  do  not  recollect  now. 

Question.  You  have  never  attempted  to  conceal  your  sentiments  on  that  subject  f 
Answer.  I  have  never  made  anv  attempt  to  conceal  them. 
'  Question.  Yon  are  open  and  public  in  your  disapproved  of  it  t 

Answer.  Perhaps  that  may  convey  a  wrong  impression.    If  my  opinion  was  asked 
about  it,  I  would  disapprove  of  it 
Question.  Has  it  not  been  a  matter  very  much  talked  of  in  yonr  State  f 
Answer.  Not  much ;   it  is  looked  upon  there  as  rather  ridiculous,  as  gotten  up  for 
political  effect,  as  bogus. 

Question.  Have  yon  not  heard  of  many  well-authenticated  cases  where  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  have  whipped  men,  and  in  some  cases  killed  them  f 

Answer.  I  have  not — not  of  many  of  them.  I. have  heard  of  some, instances  where  it 
was  stated  that  bands  of  disguised  men  had  committed  outrages ;  but  of  my  own 
knowledge  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  case. 

Question.  I  am  not  asking  you  of  your  knowledge ;  but  have  you  not  heard  of  in- 
stances of  that  sort  which  you  believed  to  be  true  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  cases  that  I  have  heard  of  in  Mississippi  have  occurred  a  long 
Way  from  where  I  live.  It  would  be  hard  for  me  to  say  whether  I  believed  some  of 
them  to  be  true.  I  think  that  to  some  extent  the  statements  mad^in  relation  to  cer- 
tain outrages  are  true. 
Question.  And  to  the  extent  that  they  are  true,  you  disapproved  them  f 
Answer.  Certainly  I  do.  Where  parties  commit  these  outrages  I  do  disapprove 
them. 

Question.  Yon  say  now  yon  think  that  is  all  over ;  but  was  there  not  a  time  in  yonr 
State  when  there  were  a  great  many  of  such  occurrences  f 
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Answer,  1  do  not  know  of  a  time  when  they  were  any  more  numerous  than  they  are 
now. 

Question.  Yon  think  there  is  as  much  of  it  now  as  there  has  been  at  any  time  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  in  my  section  of  the  State.  I  am  not  a  very  good  witness  on  that 
subject  on  one  side  or  tne  other.  In  my  section  of  the  State  there  n^cr  have  been 
these  outrages  to  any  exteot,  and  there  are  not  now.  The  alleged  outrages  occurred 
in  a  different  part  of  the  State. 

Question,  Have  you  never  heard  of  any  bands  of  disguised  men  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  None  committiuK  depredations. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heanl  of  bands  of  disguised  men  being  out  at  night  for  an; 
purpose  ? 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Not  at  all  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  heard  of  any  disguised  men  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  except  that  I  have  known  of  the  existence  of  political  organizations 
there  in  1868 ;  they  were  in  disguise  in  their  meetings,  but  nowhere  else. 

Question.  They  held  meetings,  and  were  in  disguise  f 

Ansicer.  During  their  meetings,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  object  of  that  oi^anization  f 

Ansu)er.  It  was  during  the  canvass  for  the  adoption  or  rejection  of  the  constltutioo 
in  1868,  and  for  the  election  of  a  governor  in  my  State. 

Question.  Why  were  they  in  disguise  in  these  meeting^  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  was  a  kind  of  political  organization  in  which  they  were  required  to 
be  in  certain  uniform,  and  they  appeared  n  that  uniform  during  the  meeting;  that  I 
know — nothing  more  than  that. 

Question.  Were  their  faces  concealed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  object  of  that  f 

Answer.  There  was  no  object  stated ;  they  merely  appeared  in  disguise  in  their  meet- 
ings. 

Question.  Have  you  any  idea  what  was  the  ol^ject  of  that  t 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  do  not  kuow  that  there  was  any  particular  object  in  view ;  perhaps 
it  was  to  give  it  some  air  of  importance,  sanctity,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Qu£stio7i.  Were  they  armed  as  well  as  disguised  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Was  this  a  general  practice  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir.  What  I  speak  of  is  a  little  society  that  was  origi- 
nated by  somebody  there  in  the  village,  which  was  the  county  seat  of  my  county. 
They  took  a  certain  oath ;  I  have  forgotten  what  it  was ;  the  organization  did  not  last 
more  than  two  or  three  weeks.  They  appeared  in  a  certain  unilorm  durine  that  time, 
which  uniform  embraced  a  disguide  as  part  of  the  uniform.  Immediately  aiter  the 
election  the  whole  thing  disappeared,  and  was  never  revived  in  that  county. 

Question.  Can  you  give  us  any  idea  of  what  the  motive  for  that  disguise  was  f 

Answer.  The  motive  was,  I  suppose,  to  give  it  an  air  of  mystery,  perhaps  to  give 
greater  importance  to  it  in  the  estimation  of  the  members. 

Question.  Did  you  happen  to  belong  to  that  organization  T 

Answer.  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  such  a  practice  obtained  in  other  places? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  it  did  or  not  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  believe  I  attended  two  or  three  meetings  of  itj  but  I  saw  it 
amounted  to  nothing,  that  it  was  foolishness,  and  I  no  longer  met  with  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  in  your  State  being  killed  by  a  band  of  dis- 
guised men,  and  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  of  no  instance  of  that  sort  f 

Anstcer^  None  that  I  can  call  to  mind  now. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  anybody  in  your  State  being  taken  out  in  the  night 
time  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  and  whipped  or  beaten  t 

Ansujer.  I  heard  of  an  instance  that  occurred  in  an  adjoining  county  a  year  or  two 
ago. 

Q^estU^n.  What  county  was  thatt 

Anmoer,  The  county  of  Jefferson. 

Question.  What  was  that  transaction  1 

Answer.  It  was  some  party  there,  a  white  man,  who  was  objectionable  for  some  rea- 
son that  I  did  not  understand ;  he  claimed  to  have  been  maltreated  and  abused  by  a 
party  of  disguised  men,  in  the  night. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  such  a  transaction  as  that  did  take  place  T 

Answer.  O,  I  suppose  he  was  abused,  yes,  sir ;  but  there  was  nothing  political  in  it 
that  I  know  of;  he  was  maltreated. 
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*  ^esUon^  Have  you  heard  of  other  instances  of  men  being  whipped  or  beaten  by  dis 
giiiae<l  men,  any  other  instance  in  the  Sti^te  anywhere,  that  came  to  yonr  knowledge 
aatheiiticaUy,  by  information  which  is  credible  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  other  instance  that  was  well  authenticated.  I  have  seen  it 
btated  in  the  newspapers  that  a  man  named  Hng^ins  had  been  whipped  in  Mocise 
County  ;  of  that  I  know  nothing  except  the  newspaper  account 

Question.  He  was  a  United  States  officer,  collector,  or  assessor  f 
Answer.  He  was  a  United  States  officer  of  some  kind,  and  a  supervisor  of  public 
ficbools  in  the  county. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  the  statement  is  true,  that  a  body  of  disguised  men  did  take 
him  out  in  the  night  and  abuse  him  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  seen  nothing  of  it  but  the  newspaper  account. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  it  to  be  true? 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  probable  that  he  was  whippped  or  abused  in  some  way. 

Question.  Do  fon  kuow  what  was  the  allegea  reason  for  doing  itf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  heard  various  statements  about  it.  I  think,  though,  that  it  was 
caused  by  some  difficulty  in  relation  to  their  county  schools:  perhaps  the  man  made 
improx>er  distinctions  between  the  whites  and  the  blacks,  ana  there  was  dissatisfaction 
about  that. 

Question,  What  improper  distinctions  did  he  make  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  cannot  state  the  particulars. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  more  than  that  he  gave  colored  children  the 
same  advantages  that  he  save  white  children  f 

Answer.  WeU,  I  have  heard  that  he  expended  the  school  funds  very  recklessly, 
incurred  much  greater  expenses  than  were  necessary. 

Question.  He  was  extravagant  in  his  expenditure  of  the  money  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  extravagant  in  his  expenditures. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  it  claimed  that  ne  misappropriated  or  embezEled  the  school 
fund,  or  anything  of  that  sort ;  or  only  that  he  was  extravagant  in  his  expenditure 
ofitT 

Answer.  I  do  not> recollect  any  particular  instaifce  of  embezElement.  In  fact,  I  paid 
but  little  attention  to  his  case  at  all ;  it  was  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  and  I 
live  in  the  southern  part  of  the  State,  and  I  know  but  little  about  the  fnatter. 

Question.  A  word  now  in  relation  to  the  legislation  about  railroads  in  your  State. 
The  interest  which  the  State  had  in  the  road  was  given  to  the  owners  of  the  roadf 

Answer.  No,  sir :  it  was  not  given  up  to  the  owners  of  the  road ;  it  was  given  up  to 
McComb,  of  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad;  he  was  the  president  of  the  road. 

Question.  Th^  State  surrendered  its  interest  to.  the  railroad  company  f 

Answer.  The  State  surrendered  all  the  Interest  it  owned  in  the  New  Orleans  and 
Jackson  Bailroad,  together  with  all  the  interest  that  the  State  owned  in  other  rail- 
roads, surrendered  it  all  to  the  New  Orleans  and  Jackson  Railroad. 

Question,  On  condition  that  the  company  should  complete  the  roadf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  to  extend  it  to  certain  points  in  the  State. 

Question,  On  the  ground  that  it  would  lead  to  the  public  advantage? 

Answer.  The  extension  of  the  road  would  no  doubt  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  State. 

Question.  That  was  not  made  a  distinct  par^  question  in  the  legislature,  was  it  f  . 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  regards  those  who  lived  along  the  line  of  the  road. 

Question  Can  you  tell  us  how  many  democratic  members  voted  against  that  propo- 
sition? 

Answer.  I  think  they  all  voted  against  it,  except  those  who  lived  upon  the  line  of 
the  projected  road. 

Question.  Did  all  the  republican  members  vote  for  it  t 

Ansu>er.  0,  no,  not  all  of  them. 

Question.  Some  of  the  republicans  voted  against  it  f 

Ansu}er.  Some  of  the  republicans  voted  lor  it,  and  some  of  the  republicans  voted 
against  a  great  many  dishonest  appropriations,  in  my  estimation. 

Questwn.  The  majority  voted  for  that  railroad  proposition  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  not  made  a  party  question  f 

Answer.  Not  strictly  a  party  question.  As  I  have  said,  there  were  some  democratic 
members,  who  lived  along  the  line  of  the  road,  who  voted  for  it. 

Qvestiara.  Has  that  legislation  ever  been  made  a  pretext  for  any  li^wlessness  or  vio- 
lence on  the  part  of  anybody  t 

Anstcer.  Not  at  all.    There  is  very  little  lawlessness  in  my  State.    . 
Quesiixm.    If  there  has  been  any  lawless  act  of  violence  committed  on  anybody,  it 
nas  not  been  in  consequence  of  anything  which  your  legislature  did  in  regara  to  that 
raihoadT 
Answer,  I  think  not. 

Question,  Nobody  has  ever  pretended  that  f  , 

Answer.  I  think  not. 
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QuesUon.  You  told  as  about  a  contract  otttborized  by  the  legislature  in  relation  to  the 
Stat-e  peniteutiary  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  made  a  party  question  f 

Answer.  It  was,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  democraticmemlMtB  wliovoted  4 
for  it.  ' 

QwsUon,  Did  all  the  republicans  vote  for  it  t 

Answer.  Not  all  of  them. 

Question.  So  that  they  did  not  divide  on  the  question  accordins^  to  party  lines  f 

Anstver.  The  democrats  were  unanimous  against  it,  with  perhaps  one  or  two  excep- 
tions ;  I  will  not  state  positively. 

Question.  And  the  republicans  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  except  that  some 
voted  against  it  t 

Anstcer.  1  did  not  state  that  the  republicans  were  unanimously  in  favor  of  it,  bot 
that  the  democrats  were  uhanimously  against  it,  with  one  or  two  exceptions.  As  to 
the  republicans,  some  were  opposed  to  it,  out  a  great  many  were  in  favor  of  it. 

Question.  You  cannot  say  that  that  was  made  a  party  question  1 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  strictly  speaking. 

Question.  Those  who  voted  for  it  claim  that  this  contract  was  more  ad vantagieons  to 
the  State  than  any  other  that  was  proposed  f 

Ansu^er.  Some  of  them  with  whom  I  conversed  Claimed  that. 

Question.  They  claimed  that,  whether  it  was  true  or  not  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  Has  the  legislation  on  that  subject  ever  been  made  a  pretext  on  the  part  of 
anybody  for  any  lawlessness  or  violence,  or  has  any  grown  out  of  it  f 

Anstcer.  1  do  not  know  that  any  lawlessness  has  grown  out  of  it ;  I  do  not  think  any 
lawlessness  exists  in  the  State  more  than  here. 

Question.  I  am  not  speaking  about  that.  J£  there  is  any  it  has  not  grown  oat  of 
that  legislation  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  anybody  claim  that  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  your  county  what  is  the  number  of  voters  f 

Answer.  About  1,200. 

Question.  In  all,  black  and  white  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  between  the  blacks  and  whites  1 

Answer.  They  are  very  nearly  equal ;  there  is  very  little  difference. 

Question.  Has  there  been  perfect  freedom  of  expression  of  political  opinions  in  your 
county  t 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  By  everybody,  of  all  parties  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtiestUm.  Nobody  has  been  molested  or  disturbed  there  on  account  of  his  political 
opinion  t 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Every  man  has  been  left  perfectly  free,  so  far  as  you  know,  to  vote  Just  as 
he  pleased  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know. 

Question,  And  to  argue  political  que^idns  Just  as  he  pleased  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  that  has  been  so  in  all  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  my  observation  has  extended.  ' 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  anything  in  the  State 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  great  variety  of  statements  by  the  party  opposed  to  that  to 
which  I  belong— by  the  republican  party. 

Question.  I  want  to  have  you  state  whether,  in  your  judgment,  that  same  freedom 
which  exists  in  your  county  exists  in  all  parts  of  the  State  t 

Anstcer.  I  would  not  like  to  express  an  opinion  about  counties  that  I  know  notiiiDg 
of. 

Question.  I  ask  your  opinion,  based  upon  the  information  which  yon  derived  from 
the  public  press. 

Anstcer.  I  have  no  information  of  any  case  where  they  were  not  allowed  to  exprees 
their  opinions  as  they  saw  fit,  and  not  allowed  to  vote  as  they  saw  fit.  I  have  seen 
statements  to  the  contrary. 

Question.  You  have  heard  it  charged  that  there  was  not  perfect  freedom  in  other 
parts  of  the  State  f 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  it  so  chat'ged,  and  I  have  seen  statements  to  the  contrary  before 
the  congressional  committee  here  in  1868. 

Q^uestion.  You  have  heard  different  opinions  expressed  about  that  f 
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Atuwer.  Tee,  sir;  I  have  heard  different  statemento  abont  it. 

Queatian,  Are  yon  able  to  swear  that  yon  believe  it  has  been  perfectly  free  and  open 
in  all  parts  of  tne  State  for  everybody  to  vote  just  as  he  pleased,  without  molestation  ? 

Answer,  That  each  man  is  allowed  to  vote  with  oat  molestation  ? 

Question,  Yes  ;  do  yon  believe  that  has  been  so  in  all  parts  of  the  State? 

Answer.  That  that  has  been  so  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  that  each  man  has  beeti  allowed  to  vote  as  he  pleased,  with- 
out molestation,  generally  throughout  the  State.  There  may  have  been  cases ;  I  can 
speak  of  none  of  mv  own  knowl^ge  or  from  information ;  I  would  not  say  that  cases 
have  not  existed  where  intitnidation  has  been  used.    I  know  of  no  snch  cases. 

QiiMtum.  Do  you  think  the  colored  people  throughout  the  State  teel  perfectly  free 
and  easy  to  vote  for  the  republican  ticKct  if  they  want  to,  everywhere  in  Missis- 
sippi T 

Answiilr.  I  think  so,  so  far  as  my  observation  there  extends ;  I  think,  though,  there  is 
some  difficulty  occasionally  in  their  voting  the  other  ticket. 

Question.  The  great  m^ority  of  the  colored  people  are  on  the  republican  side  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  thev  are  generally  on  the  republican  side.  But  thei^e  is  a  very  warm 
feeling  on  the  part  of  the  colored  people  against  those  colored  people  who  voted  any 
other  ticket  than  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  The  great  mass  of  the  colored  voters  think  it  an  exceedingly  foolish  thing 
for  a  colored  man  to  do,  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket? 

Answer.  The  great  mass  of  the  colored  people  think  it  is  their  daty  to  vote  the  re- 
publican ticket,  as  they  are  directed  to  do,  and  as  they  ordinarily  do. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  that  at  one  time  there  wa?  an 
omnization  in  the  State  ^of  Mississippi,  of  what  is  jMJgpularly  known  as  the  Kn« 
Klux? 

Ansioer.  That  I  said  I  thought  there  was  such  an  organization  ? 

Question.  At  one  time. 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  said  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Then  I  misnnderstood  you  if  you  Sid  not.  You  were  speaking  of  what  Mr. 
French  has  testified  to  here. 

Answer.  According  to  my  recollection  the  question  was,  if  I  did  not  condemn  acts  of 
lawlessness  wherever  they  occurred,  whether  by  parties  in  disguise  or  not ;  and  my 
answer  was  that  I  did. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  there  ever  was  in  the  State  an  organization  of  what  is  pub- 
hclv  known  as  the  Ku-Elux? 

Ansu^er.  I  have  known  no  such  organization. 

Question.  I  did  not  put  the  question  in  that  form.  I  asked  you  if  you  believe  that 
there  ever  existed,  in  the  State  of  Mississippi,  since  the  surrender,  such  an  organizatioc. 
M  is  popularly  termed  Ku-Elux  ? 

Answer.  That  is  a  very  general  term.  What  do  you  mean  by  "  popularly  termed  Ku- 
^ox?"  What  kind  of  an  organization  is  that  ?  If  you  will  be  more  specific,  I  wiL 
give  a  definite  answer  to  the  question. 

Question.  Do  you  not  understand  what  is  generally  meant  by  the  term  Kn-Elax 
organization  ? 

Answer.  If  it  means  an  organization  that  is  in  disguise,  I  will  state  in  answer  to  that 
Question,  that  I  have  known  of  a  political  organization  in  1868,  in  which  they  wore 
disguises.  If  it  is  asked  whether  1  know  anything  of  an  organization  in  |he  Stato  that 
committed  outrages,  whether  in  disguise  or  not,  I  wiU  state  that  I  know  of  no  such 
organizataon. 

Question.  What  was  the  disguise  that  was .  used  by  the  society  to  which  you  re- 
ferred? 

Answer.  Of  which  I  spoke  a  while  ago  ? 

Question.  The  one  to  which  you  belonged. 

Answer,  It  was  a  white  gown  worn  by  the  members. 

Question.  What  else? 

Answer.  A  whit^e  hat. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  by  a  hat,  a  disguise  over  the  iskce  ? 

Answer.  A  cap  over  the  head. 

Question,  Were  there  any  horns  upon  it  ? 

Answer.  0,  no,  sir^  no  horns  upon  it  that  I  know  of.  I  will  state  all  I  know  about 
this  disguise  anc  'his  society.  Some  parties  stated  to  me  that  there  was  a  political 
society — I  have  forgotten  what  they  called  it — being  organized  to  secure  the  snc- 
^6  of  the  opponents  of  the  republican  party,  and  I  was  asked  to  join  it,  and  I  did  so. 
^hsX  was  a  disguise  or  uniform  that  was  worn  in  their  meetings,  and,  so  far  as  my 
knowledge  extends,  only  worn  daring  the  meetings ;  the  only  object  of  it,  so  far  as  I 
coold  aee,  was  to  organize  and  electioneer  during  the  election  of  1868. 

QuesUon.  How  extensive  was  that  organization  in  your  State  ? 
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Answer.  I  know  nothiDg  of  it  beyond  my  own  village ;  and  I  know  notbing  of  that 
particalar  organization  except  for  two  or  tbree  weeks ;  it  lasted  no  longer  tbaa  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  there  is  such  a  city  as  London  f 

A  nstcei'.  I  have  beard  so. 

Question.  I  asked  you  if  you  knew  it. 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  there  is  ? 

Anmcer.  I  believe  there  is. 

Question.  You  say  that  you  do  not  know  of  your  own  knowledge  that  there  is  sosih 
an  organization,  extending  beyond  your  county,  of  the  same  character  as  the  one  in 
your  village! 

Ansirer.ieSj  sir. 

Question.  Knowing  is  one.  thing ;  do  you  believe  that  the  organization  extended 
further  f 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  believe  it  extended  further,  bift  how  far  I  do  not  know.  I  never  bad 
any  communication  with  any  organization  outside  of  the  county  or  outside  of  my  own 
village.  It  is  merely  a  supposition  of  mine,  that  it  did  extend  further ;  I  think  it  rea- 
sonable to  suppose  tnat  it  did. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  men  who  told  yon  that  they  were  memben  of  the 
organization  beyond  your  county  ? 

Answer.  I  think  the  parties  who  brought  the  organization  there,  stated  that  the/ 
were  members  of  the  same  kind  of  organization  somewhere  else  in  the  same  county. 

Question.  Did  you  find  any  member  of  the  legislature  who  was  a  member  of  a  simi- 
lar society  1 

Answer,  I  did  not ;  I  had  forgotten  all  about  it  when  I  came  to  the  legislature ; 
nothing  of  the  kind  existed,  so  £ftr  as  I  knew,  when  I  became  a  member  of  the  legis- 
lature. 

Question.  Did  you  speak  to  any  members  of  the  legislature  on  the  subject  of  these 
Kn-Klux  outrages  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  we  have  frequently  spoken  about  it. 

Question.  Members  of  your  own  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  I  have  never  heard  of  any  organization  anywhere  else  than 
the  one  I  tell  you  of,  in  1868 ;  and  I  knew  of  that  no  longer  than  the  time  I  spoke  ot 

Question.  What  was  that  organization  called  of  which  you  speak  f 

Anstcer,  I  have  forgotten  the  name ;  I  think  it  was  cafied  the  KnigHts  of  the  Black 
Cross,  though  I  am  not  positive  about  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  called  Pale  Faces  1 

Answer.  I  never  did,  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  them  called  the  White  Brotherhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Some  man  came  to  the  town  where  I  live,  a  short  time  after  they 
started  this  concern  to  which  I  belonged,  and  attempted  to  start  something  else,  which 
he  called  by  some  other  name.  But  some  of  the  young  men  became  disgusted  with  it, 
and  rode  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail,  and  that  was  the  end  of  it. 

Question.  Was  he  a  democrat  f 

Anstcer.  He  claimed  to  be  one. 

Question.  Why  did  they  ride  him  out  of  town  on  a  rail  t 

Answer.  They  thought  he  was  an  impostor,  and  they  took  that  mode  to  get  him 
away. 

Question.  Did  they  do  him  any  other  injury  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  oath  in  tbat  organization  to  which  you  belonged  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  waa  some  oath  to  be  taken ;  what  it  wa3 1  have  forgotten. 

Question.  What  was  the  purport  of  it  t 

Answer.  According  to  my  recollection,  it  was  an  oath  of  fidelity  to  the  ConstitntiQik 
to  prevent  innovations  upon  the  Constitution,  and  to  endeavor  to  secure  the  suceess  (n 
the  conservative  party.    That  was  the  substance  of  it,  according  to  my  recoUection. 

Question.  Opposition  to  negro  suffrage  f 

Answer.  Nothing  of  that  kind  that  I  recollect  of. 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  innovations  upon  the  Constitution ;  the  Constita* 
tion  of  the  United  States,  or  the  constitution  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  The  Constitution  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  That  was  in  1868  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  not  the  constitutional  amendment  granting  suffrage  to  colored  people 
pending  at  that  time  before  the  people  of  this  country  T 

Answer.  It  was  not  pending  in  that  State  at  that  time. 

Question.  That  was  j^revious  to  its  adoption  t 

Ansu^er.  It  was  previous  to  its  adoption  by  that  State,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  your  oath  say  opposition  to  any  innovation  upon  the  national  Consfei* 
tution  1 


MISSISSIPPI.  217 

Anmcer.  The  oath  was  to  support  the  Con8titntion,ancl  to  adhere  to  it,  and  to  prevent 
its  violation.  There  was  no  oath  to  prohibit  any  amendment  to  the  Constitation,  or  to 
oppose  any  amendment  to  the  Constitution,  that  I  recollect  of. 

Qnestum,  Was  the  oath  to  support  the  Constitntion  of  the  United  States  as  it  then 
was,  or  as  it  was  before  the  war  T 

Answer.  As  it  then  existed. 

Qaestidn,  Did  you  have  passwords  f 

Antncer.  I  am  not  sure  whether  they  had  them  or  not ;  they  may  have  had  passwords' 
I  do  not  recollect  distinctly. 

Quesiiim.  Do  you  not  recollect  an^  password  that  they  bad  f 

Anstcer.  I  do  not. 

QuesitGn,  Would  you  recollect  a  password  of  that  organization  If  it  was  repeated  to 
youT 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  would ;  it  cUd  not  exist  there  in  my  town  more  than  two  or 
three  weeks. 

Question.  Did  they  have  siffns  of  recognition  t 

Anstptr.  I  believe  they  had  some. 

QuestUm.  Do  yon  recmlect  any  of  those  signs? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 
^   Question.  Would  you  recognize  them  if  they  were  to  be  shown  yon  now? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  would.  About  all  I  would  recognize  would  be  their  rather 
peculiar  garb  that  they  wore  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  there  an  organization  similar  to  yours  in  the  adjoining  county  T 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  mention  the  fact  that  yon  belonged  to  an  organization  that 
wore  disguises  to  any  person  who  did  not  live  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  conversation  upon  that  subject  with  any  on^f 

Answer.  Not  tnat  I  recollect  of.  I  have  known  of  the  existence  of  no  such  organiza- 
tion since^868,  and  then  I  did  not  know  of  its  existence  beyond  the  limits  of  my  own 
village. 

Question,  Yon  say  there  was  a  case  in  the  adjoining  county,  where  a  man  was  out- 
raged by  a  disguised  band  f 

Ans%oer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  case  I  spoke  of  a  while  ago,  the  case  of  a  white  man  in  Jefifer- 
Bon  County,  the  county  acUoining  mine.  He  claims  to  have  been  taken  out  at  night 
and  whipped  by  some  disguised  white  men. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  similar  case  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  In  Jefferson  County  T 

QuesUon.  Yes. 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  a  shnilar  case  in  the  county  of  Amite  f 

Answer.  I  recollect  having  seen  a  paragraph  in  some  newspaper  recently,  about  some 
disturbance  there,  but  what  it  was,  or  any  of  the  particulars  about  it,  I  cannot  state ; 
I  have  no  distinct  or  positive  recollection  about  it;  but  I  recollect  that  there  was 
something  stated  in  the  newspaper,  a  short  time  before  I  left  home,  about  some  disturb- 
ance there. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  any  outrage  in  the  county  of  Jackson  f 

Answer.  I  have  not ;  that  is  some  distance  from  where  I  live. 

Question.  Did  jrou  ever  hear  of  any  in  Lawrence  County  t 

Answer.  That  is  a  neighboring  county ;  I  have  heard  of  no  disturbance  there. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  accounts  in  tlie  public  press  of  disguised  men  in  the  comity 
of  Lawrence? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Newton  t 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Jasper  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  the  county  of  Noxubee  f 

Answer.  I  have  not.  I  have  seen  statements  frequently  in  the  republican  newspaper, 
the  State  organ,  published  at  Jackson,  of  disturbances,  but  where  they  occurred  or 
the  particulars  about  them,  I  cannot  state.  A  great  many  I  took  to  be  of  no  importance, 
ood  not  true  at  the  time  I  saw  them. 

Question.  How  far  is  the  county  of  Oktibbeha  from  your  county  f 

Answer.  That  is  np  towards  the  northern  part  of  the  State ;  I  live  in  the  south- 
western part  of  the  btate. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  such  occurences  np  there  t 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  Did  yon  mix  with  the  republicans  of  the  legislature  and  talk  with  them 
fireqnently  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Members  represeoting  different  portions  of  the  State,  counties  in  different 
sections  of  the  State  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  Jiever  hf  ar  them  speak  of  outrages  committed  in  their  localities? 

Answer.  1  do  not  recollect  any  instance.  I  do  not  recollect  to  have  ever  heard  asj 
complaint  on  the  part  of  members  of  the  legislature  about  outrages  throughout  the 
State.    The  fiiss  made  about  it  was  chiefly  on  the  part  of  the  newspapers  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  the  county  that  joins  Wayne,  and  which  with  Wayne  is  entitled  to 
a  representative  t 

Answer,  Greene  County,  I  think. 

Question,  How  many  voters  has  Greene  Country  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  distinctly.    I  think  it  has  some  five  or  six  hundred  voters. 

Question.  It  has  five  or  six  hundred  voters  t 

Answer,  1  think  so,  I  will  not  be  positive ;  I  only  speak  from  memory. 

Question,  Are  you  sure  that  it  has  over  450  voters  t 

Answer.  1  will  not  state  positively  that  it  has  over  that,  though  I  think  it  has. 

Question.  What  is  the  voting  population  of  Wayne  County  t 

Answer,  I  am  confident  the  voting  population  of  Wayne  County  is  between  700  or 
900. 

Question.  What  is  the  other  county  that  borders  on  Wayne  f 

Answer,  I  believe  that  Clark  County  is  the  next  county  to  Wayne  on  the  north. 

QuesUon.  What  is  the  vote  of  that  county  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  recollect ;  it  is  sufficient  to  entitle  it  to  one  representative. 

Question,  Do  you  not  know  that  it  is  over  1,30Q  t 

Answer,  1  think  it  is  over  1,300,  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  is ;  it  is  quite  a  popaloos 
county. 

Question.  Is  there  any  county  that  borders  on  Wayne  that  has  a  less  vote  than  1,100? 

Answer,  I  cannot  state. 

Question,  The  vote  of  five  or  six  hundred,  supposing  the  vote  to  be  so  large  in  Geeene 
County,  would  not  entitle  that  county  to  a  representative  f 

Answer,  Not  according  to  the  ratio  adopted.  I  think  the  ratio  was  about  1,400.  Bat 
previous  to  that  time  every  county  had  been  entitled  to  one  representative,  regardles 
of  population.  « 

Question,  Greene  County  was  obliged  to  be  put  with  some  other  county,  was  it  not? 

Anmoei*.  Not  obliged  to  be.  I  think  they  ought  to  have  given  Greene  County  a  sep- 
arate representative. 

Question,  For  500  voters? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  When  the  ratio  was  1,400 1 

Answer,  I  think  that  each  county  ought  to  have  had  one  representative,  regardless 
of  the  number  of  voters. 

Question,  Suppose  they  had  fixed  upon  a  different  rule  to  be  applied  all  over  tiie 
State,  such  a  rule  as  was  adopted,  making  the  ratio  of  representation  some  1,300  or 
1,400,  would  it  not  have  been  necessary  under  that  rule  for  Greene  County  to  have  been 
put  with  some  other  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  had  been  established  as  a  rule  of  apportionment  that  oonnties 
should  be  consolidated,  then  it  was  necessary  that  Greene  County  should  be  consolidated 
with  some  other  county. 

Question,  There  was  a  ratio  adopted  f 

Answer,  I  know  there  was  a  ratio  adopted.  Just  as  there  is  a  ratio  for  congresamen, 
I  suppose. 

Question,  That  ratio  necessitated  the  consolidation  of  some  of  the  counties  in  yoor 
State,  did  it  not  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  necessitated  the  consolidation  of  counties  any  more  tiian 
the  ratio  of  representation  for  members  of  Congress  necessitated  the  consolidation  of 
States,  when  any  State  has  not  population  enough  for  one  representative,  according  to 
the  ratio  of  representation. 

Question,  If  counties  were  consolidated,  then  Greene  County  must  be  Joined  wiUi 
some  other  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q^uesHon,  Was  not  Wayne,  the  county  ac^oining  it,  which  had  the  least  number  of 
votes? 

Answer,  I  think  not. 

QueslAon,  Which  was  the  county  ? 

Answer,  I  think  the  county  west  of  Wayne  had  less  population. 

Question,  I  mean  adjoining  Greene  County. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  Perr^  had  a  less  npmber  of  votes  than  Wayne  CoootX' 

Question,  What  county  was  consohdated  with  Perry  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  some  county  was ;  I  know  that  Perry  has  not  a  s^mu*^^ 
representative.  Greene  and  Wayne  counties  were  consolidated.  I  would  ask  what 
is  the  county  west  of  Perry  ? 
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QntgHan,  It  is  Marion  County. 

Answer.  I  think  that,  probably  Marion  Connty  was  consolidated  with  Perry  County. 

Questkm.  According  to  the  ratio  of  representation,  Wayne  County  had  a  little  more 
than  one- half  of  the  number  fixed  upon  as  that  ratio  f 

AnmDer.  Yes,  sir. 

i^mmiittu  Why  was  it  bo  vary  bad  that  Wayne  and  Greene  Counties  should  be  consoli- 
datodf 

Ansicer.  It  is  so  very  bad  in  this  view  of  the  case,  that  Wayne  with  about  900  voters — 
I  will  not  state  precisely  the  number ■ 

Question.  You  say  it  has  between  700  and  900  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  Wayne,  with  that  number  of  voters,  was  denied  a  separate  repre- 
sentative, while  Warren,  after  being  allowed  four  representatives,  with  a  residuum  of 
somewhere  about  600  voters,  was  granted  a  fifth  representative  for  those  600  voters. 

Question.  How  far  is  Warren  County  from  Wayne  County  t 

Answer,  Wayne  County  is  on  the  eastern  border  of  the  State,  and  Warren  County  is 
CD  the  western  border. 

Question.  The^  had  no  connection,  one  with  the  other  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Wayne  is  a  very  large 'county,  is  it  not  f 

Answer.  Not  very  large ;  I  think  it  is  not  a  very  populous  cOunty. 

QuestUm.  How  many  representatives  did  it  haveT 

Answer.  It  had  one  representative  in  the  legislature. 

Question.  In  the  present  legislature  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    May  be  you  are  thinking  of  Warren  County. 

QuesOan.  Yes,  that  is  the  one  I  mean. 

Anstcer.  Warren  has  four  representatives  in  the  present  legislature.  It  is  the  county 
in  which  the  city  of  Yicksbuiv  is  situated.  By  the  new  apportionment  Warren  is 
entitled  to  two  senators  and  Sve  representatives;  they  give  Warren  County  two 
senators,  and  they  give  De  Soto  and  Tunica  together  two  senators.  Although  De 
Soto  has  a  larger  number  of  voters  than  Warren  County^  yet  they  give  Warren  County 
two  senators,  and  refuse  to  give  De  Soto  County  two  senators,  but  place  it  with  Tunica 
Connty  and^ve  the  two  counties  two  senators. 

Question.  Warren  County  embraces  the  city  of  Yicksburg  T 

Answer.  It  does,  but  it  has  a  smaller  number  of  voters  than  De  Soto  County. 

Question.  Is  the  ratio  of  representation  fixed  by  your  constitution? 

Answer.  It  is  not. 

Question.  Is  there  anything  in  your  constitution  which  requires  that  one  county 
should  have  at  least  one  representative  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questioh.  And  no  ratio  of  representation  for  the  house  or  the  senate  was  fixed  by  the 
constitution  f 

Answer.  No  ratio  was  fixed ;  it  only  states  that  the  number  of  representatives  shall 
not  exceed  so  many  for  the  lower  house,  and  that  the  senate  shall  not  exceed  such  a 
proportion  of  the  members  of  the  lower  house. 

Question.  How  many  members  have  you  in  the  lower  house  f 

Answer.  I  think  one  hundred  and  twenty-five ;  I  will  not  be  positive. 

Question.  How  does  the  constitution  say  those  members  shall  be  apportioned  f 

Answer.  According  to  the  population,  but  the  ratio  is  not  fixed ;  that  is  the  question 
you^»ked  me. 

Question.  Your  constitution  says  that  the  number  of  representatives  in  the  lower 
house  shall  be  one  hundred  and  twenty  f 

Answeri  Thereabouts. 

Question.  And  that  they  shall  be  apportioned  according  to  population  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  according  to  population. 

Question.  How,  then,  in  accordance  with  your  constitution,  could  you  give  each 
county  a  representative,  should  it  have  less  than  its  ratio  of  population  f 

Answer.  WeU,  I  do  not  think  it  was  intended  that  any  county  should  be  deprived  of 
separate  representation.  According  to  my  view  of  the  constitution,  it  was  merely 
intended  that  each  county  should  be  entitled  to  one  representative,  and  that  in  addi- 
tion to  one  for  each  county,  the  representative^  should  be  according  to  population. 

Question.  Your  idea  is  that  members  should  be  first  apportioned  according  to  the 
number  of  counties,  each  county  given  one,  and  that  the  balance  should  be  apportioned 
among  the  counties  according  to  their  population  t        * 

Answer.  My  idea  was  that  it  was  not  the  intention  of  the  framers  of  the  constitution 
to  deprive  any  county  of  separate  representation. 
Question.  How  are  your  senators  apportioned  f 

Answer.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  requires  that  the  senators  shall  not  exceed 
a  certain  proportion  of  the  representatives,  I  believe  one-third. 

Question.  Are  senators  apportioned  among  the  people  in  the  same  way  as  representa- 
tives? 
Answer.  According  to  population,  yes,  sir. 
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Question,  You  said  that  the  county  of  Warren  had  fewer  voters  than  the  county  of 
DeSoto! 

Aiiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtt£sUon,  The  county  of  Warren  emhraces  the  city  of  Vicksburg  ?  • 

Aimcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  the  county  of  De  Soto  a  greater  population  than  the  county  of  Wtf* 
renf 

Answer.  The  county  of  De  Soto  has  a  greater  number  of  qwdlifled  voters,  according 
to  the  returns  furnisned  the  legislature  by  the  secretary  of  state,  and,  I  think,  has  * 
greater  number  of  inhabitants.  , 

Question,  You  think  it  has  a  greater  popuhition  1 

Answer,  I  think  it  has  a  greater  population. 

Question,  Has  the  city  oiY  icksburg  increased  in  population  during  the  last  year  1 

Ansu^er,  I  think  so.  ' 

Question,  You  say  it  has  f 

Answer,  1  think  so ;  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  Has  it  increased  rapidly  f 

Ansu^er,  It  has  increased  more  rapidly  than  any  other  town  in  the  State,  perhaps. 

Question,  Is  it  generally  beUevea  that  it  is  now  growing,  and  likely  to  continue  to 
grow,  with  great  rapidity? 

Answer,  Tnat  is  the  common  opinion. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  bearing  that  had  upon  their  idea  of  justice  when  thej 
we^^  fixing  the  apportionment,  to  last  for  many  years,  add  gave  this  additional  r^re- 
sentUive  to  Warren  County? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  had  any  bearing.  I  think  the  fact  that  Warren  Comi^ 
was  largely  republican  had  more  bearing  than  anything  else. 

QwsUon,  Yon  said  it  was  generally  beBeved  that  the  penitentiary  bill  was  procured 
by  bribery.  When  you  said  "  generally,"  did  you  mean  by  republicans  as  well  as  dem- 
ocrats? 

Anmoer,  I  think  so ;  I  think  it  is  believed  bv  republicans  aS  well  as  democrats. 

Question,  Bo  you  mean  generally  by  republicans? 

Answer,  I  will  not  say  it  is  generally  believ^  by  the  republicans. 

Question,  Doubtless  some  may  believe  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  some  express  their  opinion  in  that  way.  I  do  not 
know  whether  a  majority  of  them  believe  so  or  not.  I  think,  though,  it  is  very  com- 
monly believed  in  that  section  of  country. 

Quieiion,  You  said  that  the  man  who  took  that  penitentiary  contract  engaged  to  feed 
the  prisoners,  to  take  all  the  expenses  off  the  State  for  $18,000  a  year  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  State  to  pay  him  $18,000  a  year  for  fifteen  years. 

QuesiJUm,  And  he  was  to  take  all  the  expenses  oil  the- State? 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  State  delivered  over  to  him  all  the  existing  work-shops 
and  grounds,  and  all  the  prisoners,  and  he  is  to  be  allowed  to  work,  outside  of  tse 
walls,  all  the  prisoners  not  sentenced  for  murder,  rape,  or  arson. 

Question,  He  asreed  to  do  that  for  fifteen  years  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  s&;  for  $18,000  a  year.  And  then  he  was  required  to  erect  a  factory, 
and  turn  that  over  to  the  State  at  the  expiration  of  the  lease,  for  which  the  State  was 
to  pay  him  $120,000, 1  do  not  know  at  what  time ;  I  think  that  was  the  amount 

Qvistion,  Are  there  a  larj^  number  of  colored  men  sent  to  the  penitentiary  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so.  This  party  who  has  leased  the  penitentiary  is  now  working  a 
large  number  of  them  on  his  plantation  in  the  Mississippi  swamps. 

Questwn,  Have  you  many  persons  in  Mississippi  able  to  Work  in  a  cotton-factory, 
skilled  hands  ? 

Anstber,  1  suppose  the  number  of  skilled  hands  is  very  small. 

Question,  Are  the  colored  people  in  your  State  in  any  numbers  skilled  in  that  branch 
of  bufflness? 

Answer,  1  judge  not.  The  lessee  of  course  would  have  to  instruct  the  convicts  in 
any  skilled  labor  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Was  that  the  understanding,  that  he  was  to  build  a  factory  and  instniet  tbe 
convicts? 

Answer,  There  was  no  provision  requiring  him  to  instruct  the  convicts ;  he  was  t« 
construdr  the  factory  building,  and  turn  it  over  to  the  State  at  a  particular  time;  bnt 
he  was  to  use  his  own  discretion  whether  he  was  to  instruct  the  convicts  and  avail 
himself  of  their  labor  or  not.      ^ 

Question,  Why  do  you  believe  that  the  accusation  against  Price  led  to  theiiot  at 
Meridian? 

Answer,  I  believe  it  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  causing  the  riot  there.  This  roan 
Price,  who  was  one  of  the  parties  alleged  to  have  Ku-Kluxed,  as  it  is  called,  this  ne^ 
Adam  Kennard,  seems  to  have  had  considerable  influence  with  the  negroes  about  Mend- 
ian,  and  I  think  he  did  all  he  could  to  create  a  bad  feeling  there.  And  I  think  other 
parties  did  what  they  could  to  create  bad  feeling  there. 
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Quetiwn.  Did  not  that  difficulty  with  Price  occur  Iodc  previous  to  the  riot  f 

Angwer,  Only  a  few  weeks ;  about  three  weeks,  I  think. 

Question,  Did  he  leave  before  the  riot  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  it  was  a  tacit  understanding  between  the  prosecution  and 
the  defense  there  that  he  should  leave  in  order  to  avoid  any  difficulty. 

Qufslion,  Were  there  any  white  men  killed  during  tbbt  riot  ? 

Answer,  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed. 

Quesiion,  Was  any  one  killed  but  the  jud^e  1 

Answer,  I  think  no  other  white  man  was  killed,  but  one  or  two  were  wounded. 

Question,  How  many  colored  men  were  killed  f 

Answer,  I  think  five  or  six. 

Question,  W^ere  any  houses  burned  f 

A%iswer,  Yes,  sir ;  three  houses  were  burned,  including  the  burning  on  Saturday  night, 
and  perhaps  more  than  three. 

Question,  I  am  not  speaking  of  the  bumiug  on  Saturday  night. 

Answer,  Are  you^speaking  of  the  houses  burned  after  the  riot  f 

Question.  Or  during  the  not ;  it  continued  all  night. 

Answer,  Well,  the  testimony  before  us  was  that  Moore's  house  was  banied,  and  also 
the  colored  Baptist  church. 

Question,  W^as  Moore  supposed  to  be  a  friend  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Oh,  yes ;  he  was  a  negro  himself. 

Question.  Was  it  a  negro  church  that  was  burned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  not  Moore's  church. 

Question,  Did  the  negroes  take  any  part  in  the  riot,  bum  any  houses,  or  commit  any 
outrages  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  houses  burned  by  negroes ;  I  think  they  committed  an  outrage 
la  banning  the  riot. 

Question.  You  mean  the  shot  fired  by  Tyler  f     ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  anything  further  done  by  the  negroes  during  the  riot  f 

Insurer.  Nothing  further  that  I  know  of;  I  suppose  they  exchanged  shots,  during  the 
trouble  in  the  court-house,  with  the  whites.  Only  one  white  man  was  killed  there, 
and  perhaps  one  or  two  were  wounded.  The  testimony  is  that  they  fired  on  white 
persons  on  the  Saturday  night  preceding. 

QuesUon,  1  am  speaking  of  the  riot.  Do  you  know  that  any  colored  man  fired  a  shot 
in  the  court-house,  except  this  man  Tyler  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it ;  I  think  there  was  testimony  of  some  one  leaning  on  the 
mantel-piece ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  name ;  I  merely  recollect  the  circumscance  that 
Bome  colored  man  fired  at  him,  and  the  shot  struck  the  mantel-piece.  But  what  the 
name  of  the  witness  was,  or  the  party  who  fired.  I  do  not  recollect. 

Question,  Did  he  know  the  name  of  the  party  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  .think  he  did ;  he  said  some  black  man  fired  at  him. 

Question.  Were  you  able  to  find  out  the  name  of  a  single  man  who  fired  on  that  occa- 
sion f 

Answer.  I  will  not  be  positive,  except  as  to  Warren  Tyler ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  name 
of  any  white  man  who  fired. 

Question.  Were  any  men  killed  outside  of  the  court-house  that  night  1 

Answer.  Three  were  killed  that  night,  and  this  Warren  Tyler,  who  fired  the  first  shot,  ^ 
was  kUled  immediately  after  the  riot. 

Question.  How  many  were  killed  in  the  court-room  f 

Answer.  Judge  Bramlette  was  killed  in  the  court-room,  and  a  negro  man  named 
Ford ;  some  think  he  was  killed  by  some  of  the  shots  fired  by  Tyler  ;ne  was  a  police- 
man there. 

Question,  He  was  killed  in  the  sherifi's  room  f 

Answer.  According  to  my  recollection,  he  was  killed  in  the  court-room. 

Question.  Bramlette  and  Ford  were  killed  in  the  court-house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Clopton  was  wounded,  and  his  throat  was  cut  afterward. 

Qumtien,  He  was  thrown  from  the  veranda  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  immediately  after  the  riot.  Bramlette  and  this  negro  Ford  were 
killed  in  the  court-room ;  this  negro  Clopton  was  wounded,  and  shortlv  afterward 
killed ;  Tyler  was  killed  in  a  barber's  shop,  ortailor's  shop,  or  shoe  shop,  shortly  after- 
ward ;  and  three  others  were  killed  the  night  following. 

Question.  The  night  of  the  same  day  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€9t\on.  Did  the  colored  people  manifest  any  disposition  to  take  part  in  the  riot ; 
di<l  they  take  any  part  after  leaving  the  court-room  Y 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  disturbance  by  them  after  leaving  the  court- 
room ;  I  do  not  think  now  of  any  part  taken  by  them. 

Question.  How  then  could  this  Price  matter  have  led  to  the  riot  in  which  the  colored 
people  seem  to  have  taken  so  little  part  f 
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Anstver.  I  think  they  took  considerahlo  part  in  it  until  they  were  shown  hy  the 
demonstrations  at  the  court-house  and  immediately  afterward,  and  hy  the  action  of 
the  sheriff,  that  they  could  not  accomplish  anything.  The  sheriff  summoned  a  posse 
consisting  of  a  large  number  of  the  citizens  of  Meridian,  which  went  to  the  shoe- 
maker's shop  where  this  negro,  Warren  Tyler,  was  killed;  he  was  killed  by  the  posse 
of  the  sheriff. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  men  who  killed  those  three  negroes  during  the  night 
were  influenced  in  doing  so  by  the  Price  difficulty  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  say  what  influenced  those  men  who  killed  the  negroes 
during  the  night ;  I  think  it  was  an  act  of  lawlessness  entirely  m/warrauted;  I  do  not 
know  what  influenced  them  to  do  it. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  men  who  burned  the  school-house  >ind  burned  Moore^s 
house  were  influenced  by  the  Price  difficulty  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of;  and  I  do  not  know. whether  they  were  white 
men  or  black  men  who  did  that  burning. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  it  charged  that  the  black  men  burned  that  church? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  ever  heard  it.  But  there  were  some  conjectures  there  that 
Moore,  having  recently  effected  an  insurance  on  his  house,  might  have  had  something 
'to  do  with  the  burning  of  them ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  anything  to  substantiate  that 
view  of  the  case. 

Question,  Were  there  not  a  parcel  of  men  from  Alabama  who  came  oyer  armed  to 
attend  this  trial  where  the  riot  originated? 

Answer,  To  attend  the  trial  during  which  the  riot  originated  1 

Question,  Yes. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  were.  There  were  men  from  Alabama  who  I 
think  came  over  at  other  times ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  were  there  at  the  time  the  riot 
commenced.  I  think  men  came  oyer  at  the  time  Price  was  to  be  tried  for  assaulting 
Eennard.  I  have  no  recollection  of  any  person  who  came  over  on  the  6th  of  March, 
when  the  riot  occurred. 

Question,  Did  I  understand  von  to  say  that  you  thought  the  Ku-Klnx  organixatioo, 
or  anything  in  that  form,  had  been  disbanded,  in  Mississippi,  and  did  not  exist  at  this 
time? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  make  any  such  statement.  I  simply  stated  that  I  belonged 
to  a  secret  political  organization  in  Franklin  County,  in  1868,  about  which  I  have  tes- 
tified. As  to  a  general  organization,  known  as  Ku-Klux,  or  any  other  secret  politi- 
cal organization  general  in  its  character  throughout  the  State,  I  know  nothing. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  society,  club,  or  combination  of  men  for  poutical  or 
party  purposes  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  at  this  time  1 

Answer,  Secret  society! 

Question,  Yes ;  that  is  kept  secret  among  its  own  members. 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  know  of  no  secret  society  or  any  organization  there  for  political 
purposes,  except  the  Loyal  League.  I  have  heard  of  that ;  but  I  do  not  know  of  that 
personally. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  such  now  existing  f 

Answer.  1  do  not. 

Question,  Did  you  get  colored  Totes  when  you  ran  for  the  legislature  f 

Answer,  I  am  told  I  did ;  I  am  satisfied  I  did  get  some. 

Question^  How  many  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  I  received  about  seventy-five  in  my  county. 

Question,  What  was  your  minority  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  one  hundred  and  fifteen. 

Question,  Was  your  opponent  a  white  man  or  a  colored  man  f  ^ 

Answer,  He'  was  a  colored  man. 

Question,  Were  there  any  disturbances  during  the  election  t 

Answer,  None  at  all. 

Question,  Everything  passed  off  quietly  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  account  for  your  getting  seventy-five  colored  votes  when  yonr 
opponent  was  a  colored  man  T 

Answer,  I  suppose  seventy-five  voters  preferred  me  to  the  colored  man.  I  have  heard 
a  great  many  black  people  of  the  county  say  that  this  colored  man  who  ran  aciiiut 
me  was  totally  incompetent  to  represent  the  county ;  he  was  a  man  who  conU  not 
read  or  write. 

.    Question,  Was  there  any  outrage  committed  upon  the  colored  men  who  voted  for 
yoliT 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  aU,  or  against  those  who  voted  for  him ;  there  was  no  oal* 
rage  in  my  county. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QuesHi^i,  You  spoke  of  certain  persons  having  brought  this  secret  society  to  yoor 
county  1  ^ 
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Answer,  Tes.  sir. 

Qwisiion,  Who  were  they  T 

Answer.  1  do  Dot  recollect. 

Question.  What  couDty  did  they  brin^  it  from  t 

Ansicer.  I  cannot  state  that  either.  I  merely  recollect  that  Borne  time  doring  the  can- 
Tas8  of  1868  I  was  solicited  to  join  a  political  organization  there,  and  I  did  so. , 

Question.  Who  of  yonr  citizens  belonged  to  that  organization  1 

Answer.  There  were  a  considerable  number  of  them. 
.  Question,  Can  yoo^ve  some  of  their  names  T 

Answer.  I  recollect  H.  Magee  and  H.  Cassedy,  who,  I  think;  belonged  to  it. 

Question,  Do  you  ^collect  any  others  f 

Answer.  There  were  a  number  of  others  who  belonged  to  it ;  1  will  not  be  positiYe 
who  belonged  to  it  and  who  did  not. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  some  more. 

Answer.  I  think  that  S.  F.  Williams  was  a  member,  though  I  will  not  be  positiye ; 
and  I  think  S.  L.  Scott  was  a  member. 

Question.  Do  you  remember  any  more  1 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  I  can  state  the  names  of  any  others.  There  were  a  gre4t 
many  who  were  members  of  the  club  there,  of  that  organization. 

Question.  I  would  like  to  have  yon  give  all  the  names  you  can  remember. 

Answer.  I  could  not  do  it  and  be  definite  at  all ;  it  would  be  simply  gaees-work  to 
give  any  other  name. 

Question.  What  were  the  names  of  the  officers  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  what  were  the  names  they  were  designated  by.  I  imow  I 
held  one  of  the  offices  mjjrself ;  I  think  I  held  the  pnncipal  office  in  it,  bat  what  was 
the  name  of  the  office  I  will  not  be  positive. 

Question.  Were  you  the  president  of  it  1 

Answer.  For  a  while  I  was. 

Question.  How  long  T 

Answer.  For  one  or  two  weeks,  until  the  thing  died  out. 

Question.  Were  you  there  when  the  society  began,  when  it  was  organized? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  was  not  one  of  the  first  members  who  went  into  it;  bat  I  think  I 
was  initiated  within  a  few  days  after  it  first  originated  there. 

Qwxtion.  When  you  were  acting  as  president  of  the  society  did  you  have  any  com-* 
mnnication  with  any  other  society  1 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  communication  with  a  president  of  the  society  in  the 
capital  of  the  ^ate  T 

Answer.  I  did  not.  The  only  thing  we  did  while  I  was  a  member  of  it,  while  I  pre- 
sided over  it,  was  to  endeavor  as  fiir  as  possible  to  counteract  the  efforts  of  the  Loyal 
League  in  the  county,  and  to  secure  the  defeat  of  the  republican  candidates.  It  was 
brought  about  by  the  existence  of  the  Loyal  League  there  at  that  time. 

QriZstion.  Did  you  ever  belong  to  any  other  secret  political  organization  f 

Answer.  I  did  not. 

Question.  Either  before  the  war  or  afterward  f 

Answer.  I  did  not. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  16, 1871. 
JOHK  R.  TALIAFERRO  sworn  and  examined. 

^  By  the  Chatrman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  ^Where  do  you  live  T 
Answer.  In  Noxubee  Codnty,  Mississippi. 

Question.  That  is  on  the  east  side  of  tne  State— on  the  Alabama  line  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QueaHon.  In  what  place  do  you  reside  1 

Answer.  One  mile  and  a  quarter  fh>m  BrooksvUle,  seven  miles  northwest  ttom  the 
county  seat,  Macon. 
QuGition.  On  the  railroad  T  ^ 

Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  on  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  road. 
Qiiestion.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  that  place  f 
Answer,  Four  years  and  eight  months. 
Question.  Where  did  you  live  before  thatt 
Answer.  Before  the  war  I  lived  in  Baltimore  City,  Maryland. 
QffesUon.  Are  you  a  native  of  Maryland  1 
Antwer,  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia. 
Qvesttofi.  Were  you  in  the.  army  during  the  war  f 
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Answer,  I  was  in  the  confederate  army 

Question,  Were  you  an  ofiicer  T 

Answer,  I  was. 

Question.  What  office  did  yon  hold  T 

Answer,  I  was  a  captain. 

Question,  And  after  the  war  yon  settled  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Wliat  is  your  business  there  f 

Answer.  Planting. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  office  there  f 

Answer,  No,  sit,  I  have  not ;  I  have  not  sought  political  reputation  at  all. 

Question'  We  dresire  to  ascertain  from  you  the  condition  of  afifairs  in  that  State,  and 
especially  in  that  portion  of  it  where  you  reside,  as  to  peace,  order,  and  the  execution 
of^e  laws ;  whether  offenses  are  committed  there  which  are  not  punished,  whether 
the  laws  against  crime  are  enforced  or  not,  and  especially  wheth«ir  any  crimes  have 
been  committed  in  your  section  by  bodies  of  men  going  about  in  disguise.  State  what 
you  know  in  reference  to  this  subject. 

Answer.  I  may  as  well  say  that  things  are  in  rather  a  bad  state  in  my  immediate 
county,  Noxubee,  and  the  counties  adjoining,  Kemper,  Lowndes,  and  Winston.  I  sap- 
pose  there  have  been  from  fifteen  to  twenty  murders  committed  in  my  county  within 
the  last  nine  months. 

Question.  How  long  has  this  state  of  disorder  prevailed  there  ? 

Answer,  ^ver  since  I  went  there.  I  found  that  state  of  things  existing  there  when  I 
went  there,  more  than  four  years  ago ;  not  so  bad,  though,  as  it  has  been  the  lost  eight 
to  twelve  months. 

Question.  We  want  more  particularly  to  inquire  in  reference  to  the  state  of  things  at 
the  present  time,  say  within  the  last  year. 

Answer,  Do  you  mean  in  regard  to  the  number  of  murders,  the  parties  who  were 
murdered,  and  everything  of  that  kind  1 

Question,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Well^  sir,  I  know  of  seven  negroes  who  were  killed  within  the  last  fonr 
montlis.  There  have  been  no  whites  killed  at  all — that  is,  not  by  any  organized  band, 
or  anything  of  that  kind.  There  has  been  only  one  white  citizen  murdered  in  oar 
county  within  the  last  twelve  months  that  I  know  of.  He  was  assassinated  at  Su^ar 
Lock  depot,  on  the  railroad.    That  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  family  or  personal  affair. 

Question,  You  say  that,  within  the  last  four  months,  seven  colored  men  have  been 
killed  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  there  has  never  been  any  one  arrested  for  it  a*  all. 

QuesUon.  Were  they  all  killed  at  one  time  1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  at  different  times — a  week,  or  perhaps  two  weeks  inter\'ening.  I 
know  of  three  who  were  killed  inside  of  fifteen  days. 

Question.  Give  us  the  particulars  of  each  case. 

Answer.  The  last  negro  who  was  killed  was  Sam  Koger.  Ho  was  killed  by  a  body  of 
men  who  went  to  his  house  at  night. 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  ? 

Answer.  About  two  miles  from  Brooksville,  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Ben  Manecse, 

Question,  State  all  the  particulars  of  that  case,  as  von  have  understood  them. 

Answer.  The  negro  was  arrested  on  suspicion  of  having  stolen  some  meat  from  a 
widow  lady;  he  was  examined  by  the  magistrate,  Justice  Carpenter,  and  discharged. 
He  was  then  interrogated  bv  a  soothsayer  from  Lowndes  County,  and  told  that  oue 
thing  and  another  haS  been  found  by  a  soothsayer  from  the  stars.  The  negro  of  course 
did  not  confess  anything ;  he  said  ne  was  innocent.  The  following  Satni-day  night 
these  parties — about  thirty  of  them — visited  his  house,  and  demanded  admission.  He 
refused  to  grant  it.  They  broke  open  the  door.  The  negro  was  shot  in  seven  places.  He 
did  not  die  until  the  following  Tuesday. 

Question.  Was  this  body  of  men  who  killed  him  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  saw  them  myself. 

Qwstion.  He  had  been  discharged  by  the  magistrate  T 

Answer.  He  had  been  acquitted  by  the  magistrate. 

Question.  Were  you  acquainted  with  this  negro  who  was  killed? 

Answer.  I  knew  him. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  his  reputation  was? 

Answer.  He  bore  a  very  good  reputation.  He  was  a  very  good  farm  hand.  He  was 
an  ignorant  freedman. 

-   (^iestion.  Do  vou  know  of  any  other  charge  being  brought  against  him  except  this 
one  on  which  the  magistrate  discharged  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  I  nev^r  heard  of  any  other  charge  being  brought  against  him. 

Question.  Has  tnere  been,  to  your  knowledge,  any  attempt  to  ascertain  who  these 
men  were  who  killed  him  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.    Governor  Alcorn's  appointees,  somehow  or  other,  are  not 
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very  zealons  in  regard  to  such  things  in  our  connty.    In  fact,  tbey  say  they  are 
afraid. 

Question.  Give  as  the  particulars  of  another  case. 

Answer,  There  was  a  negro  killed  over  on  the  far  edge  of  the  county  toward  Winston; 
that  is  west  of  me. 
Qitesiion.  When  was  that  ? 
Answer,  About  three  months  and  a  half  ago. 
Question,  What  was  his  name  f 
Answer,  His  name  was  Hopkins. 
Qumtion.  State  the  particulars  in  relation  to  that. 

Answer.  He  was  a  negro  preacher.    They  wanted  to  prevent  him  from  preaching. 
They  went  to  his  house,  took  him  out  and  whipped  him.    He  hallooed  very  loudly  and 
alarmed  the  neighborhood ;  and  they  thought  the  better  way  would  be  to  kill  him, 
which  they  did. 
Qttestion,  Was  that  done  by  a  body  of  disguised  men? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
Question,  State  another  case. 

Answer,  About  four  months  or  four  months  and  a  half  ago  there  was  a  negro  killed  by 
the  name  of  Dick  Malone. 
Question,  Where  did  he  live  T 

Answer,  On  what  is  known  as  the  Malone  plantation.    It  was  rented  by  a  Methodist 
minister — Parson  Baldwin.    He  was  killed  at  night. 
Question,  About  how  long  ago  f 

Answer,  About  four  months  and  a  half  a^o,  if  I  recollect  aright.    Those  things  are 
80  very  common  that  it  did  not  impress  itself  frilly  on  my  mind. 
Question,  State  the  particulars. 

Answer,  They  went  to  this  Malone  place  to,  as  they  said, "  straighten  out  the  niggers  f 
that  ia  to  chastise  them.    This  negro  was  a  blacksmith,  who  was  very  well  known  in 
the  neighborhood  and  looked  upon  as  a  first-rate  negro.    He  had  worked  for  a  number 
of  planters  around  there  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  and  was  looked  upon  as  a 
negro  of  good  character. 
Question,  Did  you  yon  know  him  personally  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  knew  him  personally. 
Question,  Did  yon  hear  any  charge  against  his  character  f 
Answer.  Never. 

Question,  Do  yon  understand  whether  any  offense  was  alleged  against  him? 
Answer.  Kone  whatever.    After  they  had  whipped  out  a  good  many  negroes  6n  the 
plantation,  they  started  off.    This  negro  wanted  to  find  out  who  they  were,  and  he 
walked  out  of  his  cabin  along  the  road. 
Question.  They  whipped  several  negroes  that  same  night  f 

Ansfcer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  on  the  same  place.  But  this  negro,  Dick  Malone,  had  not  been 
whipped.    They  started  off,  and  he  went  a  little  ways  along  the  road,  probably  one 
buudred  and  fil'ty  yards  from  his  house,  and  stopped  on  the  side  of  the  road  to  see 
them  pass.    He  was  shot  while  standing  there. 
Question,  Was  there  any  allegation  of  any  sort  against  himf 

Answer.  None  whatever,  that  I  have  ever  heard  of.    There  was  no  attempt  made 
afterwards  to  inquire  into  the  matter  at  all.    That  same  night  one  or  two  plantations 
weie  visited.    Mr.  Wilbanks'  plantation  was  visited,  and  the  negroes  whipped  there. 
Qiiestion.  By  this  same  band,  do  you  suppose  f 
Answer.  By  this  same  band. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  large  a  body  of  men  this  was? 

Answer.  There  are  said  to  have  been  about  eis^hteen  to  .twenty.    I  did  not  see  them 
u»t  night.    I  was  sitting  up  with  a  corpse  in  the  town  of  Brooksville. 
Question,  How  far  was  this  occurrence  from  where  you  live  f 
Answer,  About  three  miles. 

Question.  This  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qftestion,  How  many  negroes  were  taken  out  by  that  band  and  whipped  on  that 
night? 

Answer,  I  suppose  as  many  as  twenty-five  or  thirty,  at  the  two  plantations. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  why  it  was  done? 

*  Answer.  Merely  as  they  called  it  there,  to  "straighten"  the  neighborhood — to  make 
the  negroes  subservient,  and  make  them  fear  them. 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  against  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  ? 

Answer.  None  whatever.  I  never  heard  of  any  charge  being  brought  against  them 
except  it  may  be  that  they  were  a  little  free  spoken,  or  something  of  that  kind.  I 
tifiver  beard  that  they  had  committed  any  overt  act  of  any  kind. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  rising  or  outbreak  among  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  These  men  whipped  them  indiscriminately,  men,  women,  and  children. 

Question,  State  any  other  case  of  killing  that  you  remember. 
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• 

Answer.  There  was  a  negro  school  teacher  who  was  killed  and  thrown  into  a  wdl, 
over  in  the  eastern  part  or  the  county.  That  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  men  from 
Alabama. 

Question,  When  was  that  1 

Answer.  About  six  months  ago. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  have  really  forgotten  what  his  name  was;  I  think  it  wa«  Cheatnut— 
George  Chestnut. 

Qtiestion.  Was  he  a  colored  man  ?  t 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  It  happened  some  twenty  miles  off,  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county,  adjoining  Alabama. 

Question.  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.   He  was  killed  and  thrown  into  a  welL 

Question,  Was  this  done  by  a  baud  of  disguised  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  said  to  l)e. 

Question.  What  allegation  was  there  against  this  man  f 

Answer.  It  seems  that  he  had  taken  some  little  interest  in  politics  in  the  Alabama 
elections;  some  county  elections  that  were  held  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama;  he  had 
gone  over  from  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi,  to  electioneer. 

Question,  Of  what  politics  was  he  f 

Anstoer,  He  was  a  republican. 

Question,  Was  it  the  understanding  that  this  body  of  men  who  killed  him  and  threw 
bim  into  the  well  came  over  from  Alabama  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  supposition.  It  was  never  really  known  what  Stat« 
they  were  frtim. 

Question,  Did  this  colored  man  belong  there,  or  had  he  come  from  some  other  place  f 

Answer.  He  had  come  from  Alabama  originally ;  he  used  to  live  in  the  lower  part  of 
the  State,  I  believe.  ^ 

Question.  State  any  other  case  of  killing. 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  a  negro  killed  near  Sugar  Lock,  between  seven  and  eight 
months  ago. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  that  T 

Ansicer.  Below  Macon,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  line  of  the  Mo- 
bile and  Ohio  Railroad. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  f 

Answer.  Ho  was  said  to  have  been  doing  some  considerable  talking  as  a  politician ; 
it  was  thought  better  to  silence  him,  and  they  did  so. 

Question,  Was  there  any  charge  against  him  besides  talking  politics  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any  other  charge  against  him. 

Question,  Did  you  know  him  personally  f 

Anstvcr.  I  did  not ;  he  resided  some  distance  from  me. 

Qttestion,  What  were  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  his  killing  t 

Answer.  They  simply  went  to  his  house  at  night  (these  things  are  always  done  »t 
night)  and  called  him  out.  He  refiised  to  come,  and  they  broke  open  the  door  aud 
murdered  him.  Then  there  were  four  places  visited  right»iu  my  immediate  neighbor- 
hood—Mr.  Crosby's,  Mr.  Hinton's,  Mr.  Jackson's,  and  Mr.  Price's,  all  gentlemen  farm- 
ers there. 

Question,  They  are  the  owners  of  four  farms  or  plantations  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  whom  were  those  plantations  visited  f 

Anstver.  By  men  in  disguise. 

Qu^tion,  When? 

Answer.  It  has  been  about  three  months  and  a  half  or  four  months  ago.  There  was 
no  murder  committed  there.  These  men  were  all  bachelors  except  one,  who  was  ft 
widower ;  and  each  one  of  them  had  a  cook  or  a  woman  living  about  the  place.  They 
took  out  the  negro  women  and  whipped  them. 

Question,  Was  that  all  they  did  ? 

Answer.  They  whipped  them  very  severely ;  that  is  all. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  any  of  the  men  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  simply  whipped  these  women  because  they  said  they  were 
living  in  crim.  con.  (I  believe  that  is  the  expression)  with  these  white  men. 

QKestion,  But  they  did  not  whip  the  white  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  If  they  had  whipped  the  men,  it  would  have  been  very  well,  I  sup- 
pose. They  had  been  living  together  for  a  lon^  time — some  five  or  six  years.  Mr- 
Hinton  had  been  living  with  ond  of  the  women  eight  or  ten  years — previous  to  the  war, 
and  during  the  war. 

Question,  Was  it  understood  that  he  cohabited  with  her  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  that  he  had  children  by  her ;  and  they  thought  it  would  benefit 
the  other  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  to  "  dress  them  up,"  as  they  call  it — ^to  whip 
them  out,  and  order  them  to  leave. 
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^aestUm,  Was  it  supposed  in  each  of  those  four  cases  that  the  colored  women  were 
living  in  the  same  way  with  the  owners  of  the  place  ? 

Anfwer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  each  of  the  negro  women  cohahited  with  the  owner  of  one  of 
the  places.  ^ 

Question,  Have  you  named  all  the  instances  of  the  killing  within  the  last  year  that 
are  within  your  memory  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  exactly  call  to  mind  just  now  others.  There  have  heen,  though, 
ftom  fifteen  to  twenty  murders  in  the  county. 

Question.  Within  a  year  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  they  have  all  been  committed  by  bauds  of  dis- 
gniised  men  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  by  disguised  men,  with  the  exception  of  one.  I  may  make  one  ex- 
ception. A  negro  who  was  on  his  way  home  from  Macon  was  waylaid  and  murdered 
at  night — it  has  never  been  known  by  whom — whether  dissuised  men  or  not.  But  the 
majority  of  the  murders  have  been  committed  by  disguised  men. 

QuitstiiOn,  Was  it  8upi>osed  ^at  the  negro  whom  you  just  mentioned  was  killed  for 
the  sake  of  robbing  himf 

Answer,  It  was  supposed  so.  It  was  thought  that  he  had  sold  his  cotton,  and  had 
money,  which  I  dare  say  was  a  correct  supposition,  and  that  he  was  killed  by  persons 
for  his  money. 

Qiustion,  You  think  it  probable  that  in  that  case  the  man  was  killed  for  the  sake  of 
pecuniary  e^ain  ? 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir,  for  plunder. 

QuesHon.  Was  that  the  fact  in  regard  to  the  killing  of  any  of  the  others  f 

Answer.  None  whatever,  that  I  have  ever  hetu'd  of.  In  fact  the  minority  of  them 
were  very  poor;  and  there  was  no  chance  to  get  anything  from  them. 

QuesHon,  How  many  negroes  do  you  suppose  have  been  whipped  by  bands  of  dis- 
guised men  within  the  last  year  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Well,  that  is  a  very  hard  matter  to  say. 

Question,  Have  whippings  been  frequent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  a  great  many  more  been  whipped  than  murdered? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  bj^cause  whenever  they  go  to  a  plantation  to  whip,  they 
whip  all— men,  women,  and  children. 

Question.  Fronv  what  you  have  learned,  have  these  disguised  men,  when  they  go 
ahout,  a  uniform  disguise-r-are  the  various  bands  disguised  alike  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  generally  speaking;  it  depends  upon  the  neighbothood.  Almost 
always  they  adopt  the  same  disguise,  which  is  a  long  white  robe ;  if  it  is  not  white  it 
is  generally  black ;  it  depends  on  the  location.  For  instance,  a  Klau  may  start  from 
Macon  robed  in  white,  and  one  from  Brooksville  robed  in  black. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  any  of  these  bands? 

Answer,  I  have. 

Question.  When  was  that  ?  , 

Answer.  Not  a  great  whUe  ago — ^two  months  and  a  half  ago. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  your  seeing  them  and  their  appearance. 

Answer.  I  saw  them  when  they  went  out  on  the  occasion  of  the  murder  of  the  negro, 
Roger,  that  I  spoke  of  just  now.  There  were  twenty-seven  of  them  then.  I  counted 
them. 

Question.  Where  were  yout 

Answer.  I  was  on  the  roadside. 

Question.  As  they  went  by  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  between  8  and  9  o'clock  at  night  that  they  passed. 

Question.  From  which  way  did  they  come  ? 

Answer.  They  came  down  the  road.  They  came  out  of  the  swamp.  There  was  a 
ewamp  between  where  I  lived  and  Maneese's  place.  I  was  coming  irom  that  neigh- 
borhood ;  I  had  been  visiting  over  there,  and  was  coming  from  there  when  I  met 
them. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  when  they  came  out  of  the  swamp  they  were  away  from 
the  road  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir ;  they  came  right  out  into  the  main  highway. 

QkesHon.  Did  they  seem  to  have  been  in  the  swamp,  or  did  they  come  along  the  high- 
way that  led  to  the  swamp  f 

Answer.  They  came  out  of  the  swamp  into  the  main  road.  They  always  meet  in  such 
places.    I  have  seen  them  in  their  meetings. 

Question.  You  saw  them  when  they  came  into  the  highway  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  them  when  they  came  into  the  road.  I  met  them,  I  suppose, 
about  one  hundred  yards  from  where  they  came  upon  the  road. 

Question,  Did  they  see  you  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Question.  Yoa  were  traveling  alon^  on  the  highway  and  you  met  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  moon  was  shining  very  brightly. 

Question,  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  f 

Atmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  me  to  "  keep  dark."  Of  course  I  took  them  at  their  word, 
ajid  did  so. 

Question.  Did  they  require  any  promise  from  you  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  whatever.    I  was  known  by  all  of  them. 

Question.  Did  you  know  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did.    I  knew  them  personally. 

Question,  Did  they  have  on  their  disguises  f 

Answer,  They  did. 

Question.  How  did  you  know  them  t 

Auftwer,  1  knew  them  by  their  voices. 

Question.  Where  were  they  from  t 

Anstoer.  From  my  county.  Some  of  them  were  near  neighbors  of  mine — men  that  I 
meet  always  every  day. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  they  were  aware  that  you  knew  them  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  spoke  to  me  and  called  me  by  name — at  least  the  balk  of 
them  did.    I  do  not  know  that  each  one  individually  did. 

Question.  Was  there  any  conversation  about  where  they  were  going  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  I  did  not  ask  any  questions.  1  would  not  have  been 
answered  if  I  had. 

Question.  They  went  on  and  killed  this  uccto  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  killed  him  that  night — that  is,  they  shot  him  that  night.  He 
did  not  die  till  the  following  Tuesday. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  time  you  have  seen  them  1 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  the  occasions  when  you  have  seen  them. 

Answer.  I  have  seen  them  at  least  a  dozen  different  times.  They  have  rode  throngh 
the  plantation  where  I  live — have  passed  right  by  my  house. 

Question.  Substantially  this  same  band  of  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  band  that  yon  have  seen  so  many  times  is  composed  of  men  Jiving 
right  around  in  your  county  1 

Answer.  My  neighbors. 

Question.  How  long  is  it  sinco  these  bands  of  disguised  men  began  to  ride  aboat  in 
this  way  ? 

Answer.  It  has  been  more  frequent  within  the  last  twelve  months.  Up  to  a  year  ago 
they  did  not  make  so  many  parades.  They  made  several  parades,  though,  right  throngb 
the  county  town  of  Macon  at  night. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  they  begin  to  appear  f 

Answer.  About  three  years  ago :  but  it  is  mainly  within  the  last  year  that  they  have 
made  more  frequent  displays  and  parades. 

Question.  And  they  have  killed  fifteen  persons  within  the  last  year  T 

Ans^ver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  One  of  those  you  think  was  killed  by  parties  for  the  purpose  of  gainf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  no  knowledge  whether  a  band  of  disguised  men  killed  him  or 
nott 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  not  supposed  that  it  was  a  band  of  disguised  men  that  killed 
him,  because  he  was  murdered  passing  along  on  the  road  alone.  Our  clerk  and  sheriff 
know  these  things  as  well  as  I  do,  or  better. 

Question.  You  believe  that  you  know  snbstantialir  the  men  who  composed  this  band 
at  various  times  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  political  party  do  they  belong  T 

Answer.  They  belong  principally  to  the  democratic  party,  I  am  sorry  to  say ;  in  feet, 
all  of  them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  republican  who  belongs  to  the  band  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  As  I  understand,  no  republican  is  ever  permitted  to  join  them,  and 
no  man  who  was  in  the  Federal  service. 

Question.  Did  any  republican  ever  want  to  join  them  f  * 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  one  that  wanted  to  join. 

Questkm.  What  do  these  men  declare  to  be  their  purpose  in  carrying  on  these  opera- 
tions f 

Ansv3er.  They  say  it  is  for  the  purpose  of  law  and  order,  for  mutual  protecMon.  They 
say  they  have  no  confidence  in  Governor  Alcorn's  government,  and  I  am  sorry  to  say  it 
is  a  little  weak. 

Question.  Who  is  the  sheriff  of  your  county  T 

Anewer.  Mr.  Moore  is  now  the  sheriff.  *Mr.  McHenry  was  the  sheriff  whUe  these 
depredations  was  being  committed. 
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QuesHen,  Who  appointed  MoHenryf 

Amwer,  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  or  democrat  f 

Answer,  He  was  origioally  in  the  confederate  service.  He  is  said  to  be  a  republican. 
It  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

Questitm,  Was  Mr.  Moore,  yonr  present  sheriff,  appointed  by  Oovemor  Alcorn  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  brother-in-law  of  Alcorn's 

QHestUm.  What  are  his  politics  ? 

Answer.  It  is  hard  to  tell.  He  used  to  be  a  democrat.  He  is  a  little  wishy-washy. 
He  is  said  to  be  a  very  inefficient  officer. 

Question,  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Tee,  sir ;  he  does  now. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  clerk  of  the  court ;  who  is  he  ? 

Answer,  A  young  man  named  Roberts. 

Question.  Who  appointed  himf 

Answer.  He  was  appointed  by  Alcorn  also.  Major  Smith  was  formerly  our  clerk.  Ht 
is  now  our  State  seuator.    He  resigned  in  favor  of  Roberts. 

Question.  Is  Roberts  a  republican  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was,  however,  in  the  confederate  service. 

Question.  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  het 

Answer.  Mr.  Dismukes. 

QuesUon.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  f 

Answer.  By  Governor  Alcorn. 

Qtiestifin.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

Question.  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  f 

Answer.  He  does  now,  I  think. 

Question.  For  the  killing  of  these  fifteen  men  within  the  past  year,  and  the  great 
Domber  of  whippings  and  sconrgings  that  have  have  taken  place  in  youi*  county,  has 
anybody  been  prosecuted  or  punished  1 

Answer.  No  one  has  ever  been  arrested. 

Question.  Has  any  attempt  been  made  to  arrest  or  prosecute  1 

Answer.  There  has  beeu  no  investigation  whatever. 

Question.  Has  there  been  no  effort? 

Answer.  None  whatever. 

Question.  Why  not? 

Answer.  It  is  hard  to  say.    I  suppose  it  is  through  fear ;  it  is  said  to  be  through  fear. 

Question.  If  you  have  any  theory  or  judgment  about  the  reason  why  crime  has  been 
committed  to  so  great  an  extent  and  nob^y  has  been  punished,  give  us  your  view  of 
the  matter. 

Answer.  I  say  it  is  through  fear.  The  officers  do  not  feel  disposed  to  interfere.  They 
act  through  fear  altogether. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  f 

Answer.  I  judge  so  from  the  fact  of  no  arrests  being  made. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  anything  said  about  it  f 

Answer.  I  heard  the  clerk,  Mr.  Roberts,  speak  of  it.  He  said  that  it  is  impossible  tc 
arrest  any  one  in  the  county  for  such  crimes  as  that. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  your  prosecuting  attorney  in  regard  to  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  with  your  sheriff  about  itf  • 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  you  suppose  that  fear  is  the  reason  of  there  being  no  prosecutions? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  judgment  as  to  whether  your  local  officers  could  safely  under- 
take to  ferret  out  and  prosecute  these  offenses  t 

Answer.  I  am  free  to  confess  and  sorry  to  say  that  it  cannot  be  done  in  Noxubee 
CoTinty. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  fear  of  which  you  speak  is  well  founded  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do. 
,  Question.  You  say  that  these  men  themselves  say  that  they  do  these  things  in  the 
mteree/fc  of  law  and  order — ^to  keep  things  peaceable  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  your  judgment  in  relation  to  the  real  purpose  f 

Ansioer.  My  idea  is  simply  that  they  do  it  to  keep  the  negroes  down,  as  it  were — to 
keep  them  submissive,  and  make  them  accyiiesce  in  any  move  that  they  want  to  make 

Question.  What  do  you  mean  by  that  ? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  political  affairs,  or  anything  else — either  political  or  business 
anairs. 
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Question.  Do  you  think  it  is  intended  to  operate  upon  the  fears  of  the  negroee,  aod 
prevent  them  from  voting  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  do.  I  do  not  think  anvthing  about  it.  I  have  heard  negroes  say  (in  fact, 
I  have  heanl  these  men  speak  of  it  themselves)  that  when  they  were  whipped  they 
were  told  always  to  do  as  they  said  at  the  peril  of  their  lives. 

Question.  What  have  the  negroes  said  to  you  as  to  the  declarations  of  these  men  to 
them  f    Did  the  men  say  anything  to  them  about  politics  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir,  of  course ;  they  were  always  told  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket 

QuesUon.  What  has  been  the  effect  of  this  sort  of  administration  of ''  law  and  order'' 
on  the  colored  people  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  have  had  no  election  to  decide  anything  of  that  sort.  We 
have  not  had  any  election  since  Alcorn  was  elected.  We  are  to  hiave  an  election  this 
faU. 

Qu/esHon.  Alcorn's  election  was  when  f 

Answer.  In  1869. 

Questian.  What  time  in  1869  T 

Answer.  The  winter  of  1869. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  two  years  ago  last  winter? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  election  free  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  no  attempt  to  prevent  anybody  from  voting  as  he  pleased  t 

Answer.  None  whatever.    Everybody  voted  as  he  pleased  at  that  time. 

;  Question.  If  an  election  were  held  now  in  your  district,  how  do  you  think  it  would  bet 
•    Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  would  go  democratic  beyond  a  doubt. 

Question.  What  was  the  vote  in  your  county  two  years  ago  f 

Answer.  It  was  largely  republican ;  I  forget  the  exact  nombeis ;  but  the  negntA  are 
largely  in  excess  of  the  white  population. 

Question.  There  are  many  ipore  colored  voters  than  white  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  both  in  my  county  and  the  county  above  me.  It  is  not  so  much 
the  case  in  the  county  on  the  west — ^Winston. 

Question.  The  colored  men  very  nearly  all  voted  the  republican  ticket  t 

Ansicer.  A  large  majority  of  them.  We  have  two  colored  representatives  from  my 
county. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  a  large  m^ority  of  the  negroes  voting  the  repubhcan 
ticket,  do  you  mean  that  substantially  aU  voted  that  ticket  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  colored  men  in  your  county  vote  the  democratic  ticket  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  suppose  that  over  fifteen  or  twenty  voted  it  at  the  last  eleotioii. 

QyiestUm.  Is  that  as  many  as  you  think  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  if  every 
man  was  at  liberty  to  vote  just  as  he  pleased! 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  There  are  a  few — not  over  one  hundred,  if  that  many.  I  would  be  safe  ia 
saying  there  are  not  more  than  seventy-five. 

Question.  And  you  believe  that  if  there  were  an  election  now,  your  county  would  go 
democratic  ? 

Answer.  Yos,  sir. 

Question,  Whyf 

Answer.  Because  I  think  the  negroes  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  through  fev* 

Question.  You  have  spoken  about  your  own  county,  and  the  numb^  killed  there. 
How  has  it  been  in  counties  adjoining! 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three  murders  being  committed  in  Winston  County ; 
that  is  the  adjoining  county  on  the  west. 

Question.  Within  what  time  ? 

Answer.  Within  the  last  year. 

Question.  Were  they  killed  by  bodies  of  disguised  men  ! 

Ansu)er.  They  were  said  to  be.  In  Lowndes  County — tiie  county  m»i;h  of  ours— *hew 
have  been  some  eight  or  ten  murders  committed. 

Question f  By  these  bands  of  disguised  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  said  to  have  been. 

Question.  How  as  to  the  county  south  of  you  t 

Ansicer.  In  Kemper,  I  think  there  have  been  six  or  seven  that  I  have  heard  of 

Question.  Within  the  last  year! 

Anstver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  killed  by  bands  of  men  disguised  ! 

Answei\  They  are  said  to  have  been  killed  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  How  is  it  about  whipping  in  these  other  counties  ! 

Answer.  Numbers  have  been  whipped.    That  is  a  very  common  occurrence. 


MISSISSIPPI.  231 

Question.  Does  it  seem  that  the  same  organization  of  men  going  about  in  disguise 
and  coQimitting  these  acts  exists  in  all  these  counties  ? 

Anstoer,  It  does  in  these  counties  I  speak  of  right  on  the  Alabama  line.  I  do  not 
know  of  any  other  counties  so  woU.  The  counties  I  sjieak  of  are  Tishemini^o,  Alcorn, 
Oktibbeha,  Lowndes,  Winston,  Kemper,  Lauderdale,  and  my  own  county  of  Noxubee. 

Question.  Have  the  victims  of  these  killings  and  whippings  been  generally  colored 
people? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  white  man,  and  that  was  done,  I 
think,  rather  under  a  mistake.  They  took  him  out  to  try  to  make  him  confess  a  crime 
that  he  was  not  guilty  of. 

Question,  Did  they  kill  him  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  whip  him  f  • 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  only  hung  him. 

Question.  Did  he  die  from  the  hanging  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  put  a  rope  around  his  neck  and  drew  him  up  two  or  three  times. 

Question,  Where  was  that  T  . 

Ansvcer,  About  three  miles  from  Macon. 

Question,  In  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  That  was  done  by  a  party  of  disguised  men.  They  thought  he 
had  committed  a  robbery,  but  he  was  afterwards  exonerated  by  the  entire  community 
as  not  guilty.  In  fact,  he  is  now  bringing  suit  against  the  parties  who  accused  him 
of  doin^  the  stealing. 

Question.  Have  the  men  who  have  been  killed  or  whipped  by  these  bands  of  men 
been  all  members  of  one  political  party  1 

Answer,  They  are  said  to  be. 

Question,  Universally  T 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  that,  so  far  as  you  know  and  believe,  been  always  the  casef 

Ansufer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  information  in  regard  to  the  character  of  those  men  who 
belong  to  this  organization,  of  what  party  are  tney  t 

Answer,  I  am  sorry  to  say  they  belong  to  the  democratic  party. 

Question.  Without  exception,  so  far  as  you  know  ? 

Anstoer,  Without  exception.  I  do  not  know  of  any  republican  who  belongs  to  any 
SQch  organization.     The  republicans  are  not  permitted  to  join  it. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  in  relation  to  the  character  of  this  order — its 
mode  of  organization,  the  extent  of  it,  how  it  is  officered,  and  its  plan  of  operations  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  Give  us  all  the  information  you  have  upon  tnat  subject. 

Answer.  In  our  county  they  have  what  they  call  captains  of  bands,  and  first  and  sec- 
ond lieutenants,  just  as  they  have  in  a  regular  military  company ;  and  they  are  all 
understood  to  cooperate  with  each  other  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

Question.  How  did  you  learn  thisf 

Answer.  I  found  it  out  by  attending  one  of  the  meetings  once  myself. 

Question.  Where  was  that? 

Answer,  In  Noxubee  County. 

Question.  When? 

Answer,  About  nine  months  ago.  I  was  solicited  to  join  it.  I  attended  one  of  their 
meetings.    I  was  introduced  by  a  member,  it  being  thought  I  was  one. 

Question,  State  what  took  place  at  this  meeting. 

Answer.  I  only  heard  moves  made  by  gentlemen  belonging  to  it  that  such  and  such 
negroes  needed  attention — ^needed  waiting  on ;  and  they  were  waited  on  by  the  same 
party. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  present  at  that  meeting  I 
Answer.  I  suppose  about  forty. 
Question.  Where  was  it  held  T 
Answer.  In  a  swamp  on  the  banks  of  the  river. 
Question.  The  men  were  not  disguised? 
Answer.  Not  at  all.    The  meeting  was  held  in  the  day-time. 
Question.  Did  they  have  their  disguises  there  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  those  are  never  used,  except  at  night. 
Question,  Only  when  they  are  going  to  operate  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  aU  of  the  men  who  were  present  at  that  meeting? 
Answer,  I  knew  a  majority  of  them.    Most  of  them  I  knew  personally ;  some  I  did 
iM)t  know  personally,  but  by  sight  or  by  name. 
Ques^n,  Some  lived  some  distance  from  yon  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  lived  in  the  extreme  upper  end  of  the  county. 
Question,  You  understand  that  the  organization  is  by  counties  ? 
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Atmcer,  Yes,  sir  ;  by  counties. 

Question.  And  that  they  have  an  tinderstanding  that  oue  county  organization  may 
call  upon  an  organization  in  anotlier  county  f 

'    Answer.  Certainly,  to  do  any  deed  they  wish  done  in  their  county,  which  is  generally 
accomplished  in  that  way. 

QveslUm.  Explain  fully  what  you  mean  in  that  regard. 

Answer,  For  instance,  the  band  in  Lowndes  County  would  call  upon  the  band  in 
Noxubee  County  to  do  any  deed  or  perform  any  act  that  they  wished  done  in  Lowndes 
County.  Those  gentlemen  of  Lowndes  County  would  remain  at  home  on  the 
night  when  the  deed  was  committed,  so  as  to  prevent  any  suspicion  resting  upon  them. 
In  Noxubee  County,  when  they  wanted  anything  done — any  large  raid — they  would 
call  upon  Lowndes  County,  or  Kemper,  or  Winston,  or  ux>on  some  of  the  Alabama 
Qounties — Pickens,  for  instance. 

Question.  So  that  the  men  who  went  and  did  the  particular  act  would  be  etrangers 
in  the  vicinity  ? 

Answer.  Of  course ;  that  is  generally  the  case.  If  the  weather  is  very  bad  and  the 
roads  bad  the  men  do  not  hesitate  to  go  themselves,  without  calling  upon  theirneigh- 
bors ;  they  go  and  accomplish  the  thing  themselves. 

Question.  So  that  it  is  understood  that  whenever,  in  consequence  of  the  character  of 
the  deed,  the  organization  of  one  county  is  called  upon  to  go  into  another,  it  is  to  obey 
such  call  f 

Answer.  It  is  understood  so  always. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  whether  there  was  any  higher  organization  than  the 
county  organization  T 

Anstcer.  1  never  heard  of  any.  It  was  said  at  the  same  time  that  a  gentleman  yon 
had  before  you  some  time  ago  was  a  chief  of  the  organization.  I  never  knew  anythmg 
about  that. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  t 

Answer.  That  was  General  Forrest.    I  do  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Ton  have  heard  such  a  rumor  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  told  so. 

Question.  <  But  you  learned  nothing  of  that  by  attending  their  meetings  f 

Answer.  I  was  told  by  the  captain  of  the  band  that  Forrest  was  the  head  of  it.  I  do 
not  know  that  to  be  a  fact.    I  merely  know  that  he  told  mo  so. 

Question.  This  was  told  you  by  the  captain  of  a  band  in  Mississippi  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  General  Forrest,  you  know,  has  been  having  his  headquarters  in 
Mississippi,  at  Columbus. 

Question.  He  is  engaged  in  building  a  railroad  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  building  a  railroad  at  present. 

Question.  Were  you  initiated  into  any  system  of  signs  or  passwords  f 

Answer.  Yts,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  us  all  about  that. 

Answer.  Their  sign  of  recognition  at  night,  when  two  parties  are  going  in  opposite 
directions,  is  for  one  party  to  exclaim,  "Hail!"  The  other  party  answers,  "Hail 
who  t"  The  first  party  says,  "  Mount :"  the  other  party  replies,  "  Nebo ;"  which  makes 
the  words  "  Mount  Nebo ;"  which  is  tne  countersign  at  night.  The  signal  for  distress, 
as,  for  instance,  when  in  any  little  town  or  village  a  member  gets  into  a  difficulty  with 
any  one  not  belonging  to  .the  Klan,  is  "  Kosciusko."  There  is  a  symbol  of  recognition 
by  which  to  recognize  one  on  the  street.  For  instance,  I  take  my  right  hand  and  draw 
it  across  my  chin.  The  other  person,  if  he  is  a  member,  takes  hold  of  the  left  lapel 
of  his  coat  and  shakes  it.  In  the  town  above  me  they  use  the  word  "Avalanche,''  insteisid 
of  **  Kosciusko." 

Question.  Is  that  all  you  can  state  in  reference  to  that  matter  f 

Answer.  These  are  about  all  the  signals  that  they  make  use  of. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  What  is  the  grasp  1 

Answer,  Just  an  ordinary  shake  of  the  hands ;  there  is  nothing  peculiar  in  that  at 
all  hi  my  county. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  just  shake  hands  in  the  ordinary  way  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool:  j 

Question.  What  is  the  sign  for  getting  into  camp  f  / 

Answer.  You  jjenerally  go  without  any  sign.  They  meet  in  a  swavnp  or  in  the 
woods,  and  parties  generally  go  together.    If  a  man  goes  by  himself  h(e  (s  known  by 
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the  coanteTsign.  Of  course,  this  sign, ''  Mount  Nebo/'  is  jnst  the  same  in  camp  as  any- 
where else. 

Question,  Is  there  any  sign  of  recognition  between  the  parties  when  they  casually 
meetf 

Answer,  I  have  already  stated  that  when  members  meet  on  the  road  or  street  one 
puts  his  right  hand  to  his  chin  and  the  other  party  takes  hold  of  the  left  lapel  of  his 
coat. 

By  the  Chairman^  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  learned  all  this  from  members  of  the  order  themselves,  when  yoa 
attended  this  meeting  f 
Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  instructed  in  aU  this  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  meeting  you  ever  attended 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  been  to  two  or  three  other  meetings ;  but  that  is  lust  about  the 
way  sAl  are  conducted.  They  meet  generally  once  every  two  weeks.  When  they  meet 
to-day,  for  instance,  in  Noxubee  swamp,  the  captain  appoints  a  meeting  two  weeks 
from  to-day  at  some  other  point  he  may  designate — such  a  man's  woods,  or  such 
another  place  in  the  swamp. 

Question,  You  understand  that  at  one  meeting  they  ordinarily  fix  upon  the  time 
for  the  next  meeting  f  I 

Answer,  They  always  do. 

Question,  And  at  those  meetings  any  move  to  be  made  is  brought  forward  t 
Answer,  Any  gentleman  Just  (cets  up,  as  he  would  in  any  other  body. 
Question,  Suppose  they  have  occasion  to  meet  "  in  vacation,"  as  lawyers  say,  that  is, 
between  the  times  of  their  regular  meetings  T 

Answer,  Then  they  are  called  together  by  their  captain,  who  sends  around  some 
member  and  notifies  them. 
Question,  He  sends  an  ordinar;^  messenger  f 
Answer.  A  man  just  mounts  ms  horse  and  rides  around. 

QuesUon,  At  an^  of  these  meetings  which  you  attended,  were  any  of  these  acts  com- 
mitted in  your  vicinity  agreed  on — any  of  these  whippings,  murders,  or  anything  of 
that  sortf 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuealUm.  State  what  occurred  in  reference  to  that.  i 

'  Answer,  At  this  meeting  which  I  attended,  the  negro  Malone's  case  was  acted  upon. 
It  was  not  resolved  at  the  meeting  to  kill  him,  because  it  was  not  known  that  it  would 
become  necessary.  It  was  proposed,  however,  to  go  to  Wilbanks'  plantation  and  to 
Malone's  place  and  whip  them  out — *'  straighten  them,"  as  they  call  it. 

Question,  What  was  said  in  that  meeting  about  the  need  of  doing  that ;  what  had  the 
iiegroes  been  doing? 
Answer,  Well,  they  merely  thought  they  were  rather  too  free. 
Question,  Free  in  what  respect  ? 

Answet*,  Well,  in  every-day  occupations ;  they  worked  when  they  pleased,  and  let  it 
alone  when  they  pleased. 
Question,  They  did  not  work  steadily  enough  f 

Answer,  They  did  not  work  steadily  enough ;  some  of  the  neighbors  objected  to  it ; 
Mr.  Wilbanks  is  a  man  of  rather  peculiar  habits  himself— is  disposed  to  be  a  little 
insane ;  and  it  was  said  the  negroes  on  his  place  were  too  free ;  and  on  this  Malore 
place,  which  this  Methodist  minister  leased^he  subleased  the  land  to  negroes;  they 
'w^re  farming  it  upon  shares. 
Quetiion.  £ach  man  was  at  work  for  himself? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  or  in  little  squads ;  they  would  form  partnerships  among  themselves. 
Question,  What  interest  did  the  men  of  this  band  feel  in  having  those  negroes  more 
dihgentt 

-  Answer,  They  thought  it  would  be  the  better  plan  not  to  have  the  negroes  rent  land 
at  all,  BO  that  they  could  always  control  the  labor  themselves. 
Question,  The  system  on  which  they  were  working  was  not  satisfactory  t 
Answer,  It  was  rather  displeasing  to  them. 

Question,  Was  anything  said  in  any  of  these  meetings  about  the  political  effect  of 
"What  they  were  doing  f 

Ansieer,  I  never  heard  any  move  of  thaii  kind ;  it  was  always  understood,  though, 
what  the  political  cast  was  to  be. 
Question,  You  did  not  hear  that  <)[uestion  discussed  in  any  of  the  meetings  you  attended  f 
Answer,  Noj  sir ;  I  never  heardi  t  discussed  at  all,  because  that  was  one  of  the  funda- 
meDtal  principles  they  went  on    it  was  not  necessary  to  discuss  it,  because  it  was 
.understood. 
QuesUon,  Have  you  heard  any  members  of  the  order  talk  about  the  purpose  of  it  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
QuesHoH,  What  did  they  say 
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Answer.  It  was  simply  to  make  the  negroes  vote  democratic;  that  is  all  I  can  tdl 
you  about  it. 

QueBtion.  Was  that  the  common  talk  <amon^  them  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  that  is  the  every-day  talk. 

Question.  You  think  the  effect  of  the  operations  of  the  order  would  be  to  produce  just 
that  result  f 

Ansiofr.  1  do,  in  that  immediate  section  [  and  I  do  not  hesitate  to  say  so. 

Question,  In  these  other  counties  of  which  you  spoke,  has  there  been,  so  fleir  as  yoa 
know,  any  effort  to  prosecute  f 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  any  of  the  parties  being  arrested  at  alL 

Question,  In  no  one  of  the  adjoining  counties  f 

Ansyoer,  In  none  of  the  adjoining  counties  whatever. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  effort  to  do  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not ;  there  were  some  parties  arrested  in  Alcorn  County,  a^oia- 
ing  the  State  of  Tennessee,  a  short  time  ago ;  I  saw  them  at  Oxford  at  court ;  tnere  were 
two  men  arrested  for  whipping  a  negro  vei^^  severely. 

Question.  Did  those  two  men  act  as  part  of  an  armed,  organized,  disguised  band  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.   They  are  now  in  jail  at  Oxford,  Mississippi. 

Question.  In  what  court  were  they  indicted  f 

Answer.  In  the  United  States  court ;  I  was  there  attending  court ;  I  was  sent  here 
from  there. 

Question.  In  what  capacity  were  you  attending  court  f 

Answer.  As  a  witness  before  the  grand-gury  ]  the  letter  I  brought  you  from  the  fiire- 
man  states  that. 

Question.  As  to  what  transaction  were  yon  a  witness  f 

Answer.  In  regard  to  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  You  were  caUed  as  a  witness  before  the  grand-jury  to  prove  just  ^niiat  yoa 
have  stated  to  usf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  not  a  member  of  the  grand-Jury  yourself? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  not  j  I  was  simply  summonea  there  as  a  witness. 

Question.  And  the  grand-jury  found  bim  against  two  men  in  the  county  of  Alcorn  for 
an  outrage  committ^  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  and  they  found  true  bills  against  thirty  odd  men  in  my  county; 
and  I  see  by  the  papers  this  morning  that  the  marshal  is  there  now  making  arrests. 

Question.  For  some  of  these  transactions  you  have  spoken  off 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Those  bills  have  been  found  in  the  United  States  court  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  What  are  your  politics — ^republican  or  democrat? 

Answer.  I  am  «  democrat. 

Qtfestion,  You  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  always  have  done  so,  exc^t  when  I  voted  for  Alcorn ;  I  voted  for  Alcom 
in  preference  to  Dent. 

Question.  Have  you  held  any  public  position? 

Answer.  Never.  I  never  had  any  aspirations  in  that  way.  I  went  to  Mississippi  to 
go  to  work,  which  I  have  been  domg  ever  since  I  have  been  there. 

Question,  Have  any  of  the  victims  of  tJie  Ku-Klux  outrages  been  democrats  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  any  outrages  perpetrated  on  any  democrats. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  negroes  in  the  section  of  oountiy 
of  which  you  have  been  speaking  ? 

Answer.  The  negroes  have  behaved  themselves  very  well ;  I  have  never  found  any 
fault  with  them  at  alL 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  bam-buminffs  ? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  but  one  crib  being  burned  in  the  county.  That  was 
.supposed  to  have  been  burned  by  some  negroes  in  regard  to  the  division  6f  some  con. 
They  thought  they  had  rather  been  defhbuded. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  parading  of  negroes  with  arms  in  their  hands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  Loyal  Leagues.    They  nave  not  done  it  for  twelve  months. 

Question.  These  outrages  have  occurred  since  the  League  stopped  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  majority  of  them.  There  has  not  been  a  parade  of  the  Loyal 
'League  in  my  immediate  neighboohood  for  twelve  months.  The  last  was  at  Brooks- 
'ville,  where  we  had  a  sort  of  riot.    They  have  pretty  much  stopped  parading. 

Question,  Are  there  any  accusations  among  the  people  in  that  section  of  the  country 
against  the  administration  of  the  State  government  ? 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  said  to  be  very  weak.  I  never  heard  any  other  Expression  zaade 
use  of.  • 

Question.  They  say  that  Governor  Alcom  is  a  weak  governor  ? 

jLnswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Weak  in  what  respect  ? 
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Answer,  Tbdt  he'  has  rather  inefficient  officers,  in  my  county  particnlarly. 

Question.  Do  they  accuse  him  of  corruption  t 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  any  such  open  accusation  hrou^ht  against  him. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  any  accusation  of  corruption  agamst  his  officers  1 

Answsr.  It  was  said  that  our  sheriff  was  a  very  corrupt  officer. 

Question.  Your  present  sheriff  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  McHenry. 

Qnestion.  He  has  heen  removed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Our  present  sheriff  is  said  to  he  very  inefficient.  I  do  not  know 
SDything  about  him.  He  has  not  been  there  long  enougn  to  let  us  really  know  what 
he  will  be. 

Question.  How  is  it  in  counties  around  you  f 

Answer.  It  seems  to  be  pretty  much  of  the  same  diaracter ;  it  is  said  that  the  sheriff 
particularly  are  inefficient. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  inefficient  in  regard  to  other  offenses  than  Eu-Klnx  offenses  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  regard  to  making  arrests ;  they  seldom  or  never  make  any  arrests. 

Question.  Are  negroes  allowed  to  sit  upon  juries  in  your  courts  f 

Answer.  They  are.  ^ 

QuesUoM.  Do  they  sit  upon  juries  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  the  negroes  are  generally  orderly  and  quiet  f 

Answer.  I  have  always  found  them  so.    I  never  go  to  court  unless  compelled  to  go. 

Question.  When  I  say  "  orderly  and  quiet."  I  mean  elsewhere  than  at  court.  Are  they 
oiderly  and  quiet  generally  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  Generally  speaking  they  are.  Some  of  them  of  course  become  a  little  intox- 
icated at  the  little  villages  around ;  but  as  a  general  thing  they  are  very  quiet. 

Question.  The  cases  of  intoxication  are  exceptional  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  kiM>wn  them  to  oomndt  any  disorderly  acts  except  to 
get  a  little  intoxicated. 

Questiitm.  Do  they  treat  white  people  respeotfhlly  f 

AMswer.  I  have  always  found  it  so. 

Question.  Do  they  take  off  their  hats  when  they  meet  white  people  on  the  road  T 

Answer.  Generally  speaking  they  do*;  almost  all  the  old  plantation  negroes  do. 

Question.  What  necessity  is  there  then  for  taking  them  out  and  '^  regmating''  them  f 

Answer  Well,  I  cannot  see  any. 

Qtiestion.  Can  there  be  any  purpose  other  than  influencing  their  votes  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  unless  it  be  to  intimidate  them,  to  keep  them  from  renting 
land,  so  that  the  majority  of  the  white  citizens  may  control  labor  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  those  orders  issued  from  one  county  to  another.  Dp  you 
mean  that  a  camp  in  one  county  makes  an  oirder  to  another? 

Answer.  Sends  a  request. 

Question.  Which  is  first  passed  upon  in  oampf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  and  then  a  messenger  is  sent.  Nothing  is  ever  written  at  all ;  they 
never  write  anything. 

Question.  These  requests  from  one  camp  to  another  are  in  regard  to  important  move- 
ments f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QujBstion.  In  regard  to  aainor  movements,  such  as  whipping  a  few  ne^oes,  does  the 
organization  in  one  county  send  to  the  organization  in  another  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  as  a  geaiieral  thing  tliey  do  it  themselves,  right  at  home. 

Question.  But  if  any  heinous  offense,  such  as  a  murder,  is  to  be  committed,  they  send 
to  anothw  county  t 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  they  do. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  known  any  orders  to  be  received  from  an  adjoining  county 
by  the  camp  in  your  county,  to  go  over  and  attend  to  matters  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  camp  in  your  county  respond  to  the  order,  and  go  over  and  do  the 
act  indicated  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  did. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whe^r  there  is  any  general  State  organization,  with  State 
officers f 

Answer.  I  really  cluinot  say.    I  only  know  as  to  the  counties  around  me. 
^^esUon.  Is  there  any  one  chief  officer  of  the  whole  county  f 

Answer.  There  is  always  a  chief  of  the  county.    There  are  generally  four  or  five 
bands  in  the  county.    The  largest  band  is  generally  supposed  to  predominate ;  and  the 
commanding  officer  of  that  ranks  any  other  officer  in  that  county. 
Question.  Is  there  any  general  State  officer  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any ;  but  as  I  remarked  a  while  ago,  I  was  told  of  a  gen- 
tleman who  was  the  chief  of  it. 
Question.  Where  did  you  understand  this  organization  originated  f 
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Antwer,  In  Tennessee. 

Question.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  organization 

Anstper,  Political. 

Question,  For  the  purpose  of  controlling  the  vote  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  hear  who  originated  itf 

Anstcer.  I  understood  that  General  Forrest  was  the  originator  of  it.  I  do  not  know 
h*»w  true  it  is. 

Quen^ion,  Did  you  hear  that  any  other  men  were  connected  with  the  originadoQ 
of  itf 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  l^eard  of  other  prominent  men  in  Tennessee ;  General  Brown  wm 
one. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  this  from  members  of  the  order  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Members  of  intelligence  and  information  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  were  ordinary  working  men  like  myself;  ordinary  farmers. 

Question.  Is  this  thing  confined  to  the  rabble,  the  mean,  trifling  men  of  the  county ;  or 
are  members  of  this  order  men  of  substance  and  character  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  am  sorry  to  say  that  in  my  county  it  is  rather  the  better  class,  the 
best  men  in  the  county. 

Question,  How  do  they  justify  among  themselvee  the  conmiission  of  murder  in  tiiia 
way! 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  really  cannot  tell  you.  They  do  not,  of  course,  want  to  commit 
murder  when  they  go  to  do  these  whippings ;  but  if  a  negro  resists,  on  the  spar  of  the 
moment  he  is  killed. 

Question,  Do  they  not  know  that  to  take  men  out  of  their  houses  at  night  and  sooorge 
them  in  this  way  is  a  very  heinous  offense  T 

Answer,  I  suppose  they  do  it  from  the  feu^t  that  they  have  t^e  power  to  do  it  on  their 
Bide. 

Question,  State  in  detail  the  order  of  proceedings  in  one  of  those  meetings.  Is  a 
motion  made  that  they  shall  go  to  a  certain  man's  house  and  pay  him  one  of  tiiese 
visits  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^estion,  Is  he  mentioned  by  name  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Somebody  makes  the  move,  and  the  captain  puts  the  question. 

Question,  Is  the  question  discussed  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  if  it  is  necessary  it  is  discussed. 

Question,  Is  there  sometimes  opposition  to  the  proposition  f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  reasons  are  given  pro  and  con  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  the  question  is  put  to  vote  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  it  is  carried  by  a  bare  migority  is  that  sufficient  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  A  mf^ority  decides  f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir :  the  migority  decides. 

Question,  And  when  a  question  is  so  decided  must  all  the  others  obey  and  take  part  f 

Answer,  Of  course. 

Question.  Is  that  a  part  of  the  obligation  which  they  take  1 

Answer,  Certainly. 

Question,  Can  you  five  the  substance  of  the  oath  which  the  parties  take  f  They  tftke 
an  oath,  do  they  not? 

Answer,  They  take  an  oath,  but  I  cannot  give  it  to  you.    I  never  took  the  oath. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  the  ftdl  substance  of  that  oath  f 

Ansujer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  discussed  or  mentioned  in  any  of  the  meetings,  the  Got- 
emment  of  the  United  States,  and  their  feelings  toward  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  down  there  amongst  us  in  the  backwoods,  we  very  seldom  have 
anything  to  say  or  do  with  the  Government  of  the  United  States.  It  is  very  seldom 
spoken  of.    We  speak  of  Alcorn  altogether. 

Question,  Did  not  a  great  many  democrats  vote  for  Alcorn  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  They  may  have  done  so  in  various  other  counties ;  not  a  great  many  did  in 
mine.    I  voted  for  him  myself  in  preference  to  Dent. 

Question,  Dent  was  the  democratic  candidate  f 

Answer.  The  conservative  candidate. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  Ku-Elux  organization,  as  it  is  called,  has  a  general 
State  password  f 

Answer.  I  know  that  the  words  I  have  mentioned  are  used  in  four  or  five  ooonties 
around  there. 
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Question,  Wbat  are  those  word^  ? 
Anstoer.  Mount  Nebo. 
Question.  That  passes  you  in  that  locality  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  it  passes  me  in  my  county,  and  in  any  of  the  counties  adjoining: 
Winston,  Lauderdale,  Kemper,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  and  also  Pickens  County,  Alabama. 
Question.  Were  you  ever  yourself  on  one  of  those  raids  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  notiJGied  to  go  and  did  so. 

Questuyn    State  how  you  proceeded.    Did  you  start  fropi  the  place  of  meeting  of  the 
camp  f 
Answer.  No,  sir.    We  generally  have  some  rendezvous  that  we  start  from. 
Question.  Were  you  present  at  the  rendezvous  f 
Answer.  I  was.  -  I  was  told  to  meet  them  there,  and  I  did  so. 
QuesUon.  Did  they  all  meet  in  disguise  f  • 

Answer.  We  did  not  meet  there  m  disguise ;  we  put  the  disguises  on  after  we  got 
toffetber. 
Question.  Was  that  in  the  woods  f 
Answer.  In  a  swamp. 
Question.  A  secluded  place  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  men  met  there  f 
Answer.  I  suppose  between  twenty-five  and  thirty. 
Question.  There  they  disguised  themselves  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  purpose  of  the  raid  that  night  f    Where  were  they  going  f 
Answer.  They  were  going  to  whip  some  negroes. 
Question.  Was  that  by  oraer  of  the  camp? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  There  had  been  a  previous  order  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  had  beeu  agreed  on  in  a  meeting. 
Qtteslion.  By  a  regular  vote  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  1  was  told  so.    I  was  not  at  the  meeting. 
Question.  Tell  us  how  you  proceeded  after  starting  on  the  raid  T 
Answer,  We  marched  along  in  the  road  just  as  a  company  of  cavalry  would.    Every 
man  was  disguised  and  arm^  with  side-arms  and  pistols. 
Question.  Were  officers  in  command  f 
Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Who  was  in  chief  command  f 
Answer.  The  captain. 

Question.  What  other  officers  did  you  have  f 
Answer.  Two  lieutenants. 

Question.  Did  the  lieutenants  command  distinct  portions  of  the  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir }  the  captain  generally  commanded  the  whole  of  a  small  body  like 
that. 

Question.  Were  the  commands  of  the  two  lieutenants  separate  from  each  other  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  rode  along  the  road  with  the  whole  command.  When  they  got 
to  the  place  they  were  going  to,  one  of  the  lieutenants  would  take  a  squad  and  surround 
the  house.  ' 

Question.  And  another  lieutenant  would  take  another  squad  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  surround  another  house. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  officers  f 

Answer.  I  never  knew  any  other  officers. 

Question.  You  knew  no  officers  lower  than  lieutenants  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Yon  proceeded  to  the  house  of  this  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  was  it  f 

Answer.  About  1  or  2  o'clock  in  the  morning,  I  suppose. 

Queetion.  What  did  they  do  when  they  ^ot  to  the  house  f 

Answer.  They  took  the  negroes  and  whipped  them. 

Question.  Before  you  got  there,  did  you  meet  anybody  on  the  highway  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  How  did  you  get  the  negroes  out  of  the  honse  t 

Answer,  They  made  them  come  out  by  force. 

Question,  Did  they  break  open  the  doors  ? 

Answer.  In  some  cases  they  did.  * 

Question.  How  many  negroes  were  whipped  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  beheve  there  were  nine. 

Question.  On  different  plantations  f 

Answer,  All  on  one  plantation — at  different  cabins  on  the  plantation. 

Question.  What  were  they  whipped  for  f 
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Answer.  They  were  whipped  hecause  they  were  renting  land.  *That  is  all  I  erer 
kuew. 

Quesiion.  Was  that  the  reason  alleged  for  it  in  the  camp  when  the  order  was  passed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  if  they  were  made  to  give  up  this  land  they  were  renting,  they 
then  could  he  hired  by  white  planters. 

Question,  Was  anything  said  to  any  negro  that  night  about  voting  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  the  negroes  told  they  must  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  told  they  must  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question.  Supx>ose  a  negro  is  in  the  habit  of  voting  the  democratic  ticket^  is  he  £ree 
firom  such  visitations  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  one  such  being  visited  at  all. 

QuetfHon,  What  was  the  manner  of  whipping  the  negroes  ?    Were  they  stripped  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  almost  always. 

Question,  Stripped  to  the  skin  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  what  were  they  whipped  ? 

■Answer,  With  ropes  or  hick»ries  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  What  was  the  largest  whipping  given  to  a  negro  that  night  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  more  than  forty  or  fifty  lashes  were  given  in  any  case. 

Question.  Were  they  laid  on  hard? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Hard  enough  to  break  the  skin  f 

Answer.  I  think  oue  or  two  negroes  had  the  blood  out  from  them. 

Questiofi.  Were  any  women  whipped  that  night  f 

Answer,  Two  women ;  there  were  seven  men  and  two  women. 

Question,  What  were  the  women  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  Merely  because  they  were  hallooing  and  making  a  noise. 

QuesUon.  You  were  whipping  their  husbands  and  they  wanted  you  to  desist  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  they  whipped  on  the  baxe  skin  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  any  children  whipped  that  night  T 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any. 

Question.  Is  this  a  fair  sample  of  the  raids  that  occur  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  fair  sample  of  their  operations,  to  the  best  of  my  knowledge 
and  belief. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  other  raids  spoken  of  by  those  who  were  participants  in 
themf 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  the  way  you  get  your  knowledge  of  this  being  a  fair  sample? 

Answer.  The  one  I  have  just  spoken  of  I  was  on,  and  other  raids  I  have  beard 
spoken  of. 

Question.  Did  they  give  an  account  of  the  matter,  agreeing  substantially  with  what 
you  saw  on  this  raid  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  induced  you  to  disclose  these  things  f 

Answer.  Nothing  except  that  I  thought  it  would  be  for  the  good  of  my  country* 

Question,  You  did  it  from  a  sense  of  duty  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  the  organization  ought  to  be  broken  up ;  I  know  it  is 
very  detrimental  to  my  county. 

Question.  Does  it  interfere  with  the  labor  of  your  county,  and  with  the  general  order 
and  prosperity  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  does  interfOTe  very  seriously  with  labor. 

Question.  Is  there  a  feeling  of  intimidation  and  fear  on  the  part  of  the  colored  pe(^ 
of  that  county  ? 

Answer.  There  is. 

Question.  Does  it  affect  whole  families  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Women  and  children  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  the  colored  people  sleep  out  of  their  hooseB  at 
.night? 

I  Answer,  I  have  known  negroes  to  sleep  out  of  their  houses  for  nights  and  nights.  ^ 
.'have  known  ever/ negro  on  a  plantation  to  leave  throuoh  fear  that  they  would  be  yis* 
;it«d.  For  instance,  they  visit  one  plantation  to-night.  The  negroes  as  a  general  thin^ 
•are  very  ignorant ;  and  frequently  the  negroes  on  the  adjoining  plantation  leave  every 
one  of  them  the  next  night,  and  go  to  the  woods.  I  have  known  the  neg^roee  at  ho©* 
to  do  it. 

Question,  You  mean  those  upon  your  own  plantation  f 
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Anewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queation,  Then  there  is  a  general  feeling  of  drefid  and  terror  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  it  &eqaently  ma^Les  it  a  very  hard  matter  to  get  labor  in  onr 
section. 

QuesHcn,  Were  yon  sommoned  before  the  grand  jnry  in  the  United  States  district 
court  or  circuit  court  ? 

Answer,  The  United  States  district  court  for  the  northern  district  of  Mississippi?    I 
live  in  that  district. 

Question,  Who  is  the  judge  of  that  court  f 
Answer,  Jndge  Hill.    The  district  attorney  is  Colonel  Wells. 

Quesliati.  Have  any  complaints  been  made  to  the  governor  of  the  State  about  these 
things  ? 
Answer,  I  have  been  told  that  sach  things  have  been  brought  to  his  notice. 
Question,  Has  he  made  any  effort  to  suppress  them  f 
Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  any  being  made. 

Question,  Was  the  district  court  which  you  attended  disturbed  during  its  sittings  f 
Answer,  By  outside  pressure! 
Question,  by  members  of  this  band  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  there  were  twenty-seven  men  there  on  trial  from  Monroe  County. 
Questiotu  Was  tbere  any  disturbance  of  any  kind  in  court  I 

Answ^,  Yes,  sir ;  the  United  States  marshal,  Mr.  Pierce,  was  very  badly  handled  by 
Colonel  L.  Q.  C.  Lamar. 
Question,  Who  is  he  f 

Answer,  A  lawyer  of  some  note  in  Mississippi ;  an  old  Mississippian.    He  knocked 
the  Unit-ed  States  marshal  down  in  court. 
Question,  Is  Colonel  Lamar  a  democrat  f 
Answer.  He  is  said  to  be. 
^ues^ton.  Was  he  defending  the  prisoners? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  he  strike  the  United  States  marshal  for,  in  conrt  f 
Answer.  I  did  not  see  the  occurrence ;  it  occurred  two  days  before  I  got  there.    It 
was  said  the  marshal  was  attempting  to  enforce  order.    The  judge  had  called  for  order. 
Colonel  Lamar  was  very  rude  in  his  remarks,  and  very  angry.    His  assistant  counsel, 
Judge  Gholson  and  Colonel  Dowd,  both  censured  him  very  severely  for  it.    He  was 
Btri&ea  from  the  roUs.    But  I  have  noticed  since  I  came  here  that  he  has  been  allowed 
to  practice  again. 
^kesHon.  Waa  he  imprisoned  for  contempt  of  court  f 
Answer.  No.  sir. 
Question.  Was  he  fined  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  waa  merely  stxioken  from  the  rolls.       [ 
Question,  And  then  restored  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  armed  demonstration  in  court  following  this  occurrence  f 
Answer.  There  was  some  little  demoustration  on  the  part  of  the  prisoners :  but  I 
rather  think  it  was  against  Colonel  Lamar.    They  were  very  much  afraid,  and  Judge 
Gholson  and  Colonel  Dowd  were  also,  that  he  would  injure  their  cause,  aa  he  did,  no 
doubt,  very  seriously.    There  were  troops  there,  of  course,  to  prevent  any  outbreak. 
Qu&ftion.  There  were  United  States  troops  protecting  the  court  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  companies — one  of  iniantry  and  one  of  cavalry. 
Question.  Were  they  there  for  the  protection  of  the  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  for  the  protection  of  the  court,  and  to  guard  the  prisoners.    They 
have  a  very  insecure  jaU  there.    They  had  the  prisoners  in  a  corral  or  stockade. 
Question.  That  was  the  first  case  of  arreat  for  any  of  these  Ku-Klux  outrages  f 
Answer.  That  is  the  first  trial  that  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  at  all. 
Question.  Do  you  know  whether  Judge  Hill  has  been  threatened  f 
Answer,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  district  attorney  has  been  f 
Answer.  Colonel  Wells  told  me  that  he  had  heard  such  rumors. 
Question.  What  did  they  threaten  him  with  ? 
Answer.  They  threatened  him  with  death. 

Question,  What  is  the  penalty  on  members  of  the  order  for  violating  their  rules  or 
disclosing  the  secreta  of  the  order  f 
Answer,  Death.  • 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  a  member  to  be  punished  for  that  f 
Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  one ;  not  in  my  county.    I  heard  then  was  a  man  who 
disappeared  very  suddenly  in  the  county  west  of  me — ^Winston.    I  never  knew  whether 
it  was  true  or  not. 
^Metfum.*  Who  was  the  man  who  disappeared  f 
Answer.  His  name  was  Giles,  I  think,  though  I  do  not  remember. 
Question,  Waa  he  a  member  of  the  order  f 
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Anstper.  He  was  said  to  have  "been. 

Question,  You  did  not  know  him  f 

Arunver.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  many  acquaintances  in  that  county. 

Qwstion,  Why  was  it  said  that  he  was  made  away  with  ? 

Ansu^er.  It  was  said  that  he  informed  on  them  ;  I  think  he  became  angry  and  said 
something  of  the  kind  on  a  drunken  spree. 

Qucetion.  Tliese  men  who  were  arrested  and  brought  before  the  United  States  court, 
were  they  from  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  in  our  county  they  are  now  arresting  ilhem. 

Question,  Arc  the  troops  there  f 

Answer,  YeSj  sir ;  they  have  been  sent  there.  The  men  that  I  speak  of  as  being  tiled 
at  Oxford  were  from  Monroe  County,  a  county  north  of  me. 

Question,  When  you  were  called  to  appear  before  the  grand  jury,  was  it  known  that 
you  were  going  to  make  disclosures  in  regard  to  the  order  f 

Answer,  1  suppose  so.  They  knew  that  I  would  be  upon  my  oath,  and  would  be  com- 
pelled to  tell  everything  I  knew. 

Qtiesiion,  Had  you  told  in  your  county  what  you  were  going  to  do  f 

Answer,  i  did  not.  I  did  not  know  I  was  going  to  be  summoned  till  the  day  before  I 
was. 

Question,  You  did  not  procure  yourself  to  be  summoned  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  It  is  the  first  time  I  was  ever  summoned  before  a  gr^id 
jury. 

QuettHon.  Were  other  members  of  the  order  summoned  at  the  same  time  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  go  before  the  grand  jury  t 

Answer  J  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  they  malce  disclosures  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  did  not. 

Question.  How  did  they  avoid  making  disclosures  f 

Answer.  I  really  cannot  t«ll.    I  do  not  know  what  took  place  in  the  grand  jury  room. 

Question,  Was  there  any  obligation  placed  upon  members  of  the  order  that  they  were 
to  commit  perjury  in  court,  if  necessary,  and  swear  in  favor  of  each  other! 

Ansujer.  They  were  always  to  swear  for  one  another. 

Question.  Without  regara  to  truth  f 

Answer.  Without  regard  to  truth  or  anything  else. 

Question.  That  was  part  of  the  obligation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  These  men  who  were  summoned  before  the  grand  iury  went  thew^ 
before  I  did.  I  understand  they  have  since  be^  arrested  on  true  bills  found  against' 
them. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  would  be  safe  for  you  to  go  back  to  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  am  going  back.  I  suppose  I  shall  run  some  ^isk ;  but  my  interests  lie  there, 
and  I  am  going  back. 

Question.  You  say  there  are  troops  there  now  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  whether  they  were  there  or  not,  I  should  go  back. 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  In  Noxubee  County,  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  Brooksville. 
•     Question.  Have  you  any  means  of  defense  at  your  house — arms  or  anything  of  that 
BortT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  pretty  good  double-barreled  shot-gun,  and  a  pistoL 

Question.  How  many  negroes  have  yon  on  your  plantation  T 

Answer.  Forty-two,  I  believe,  all  told. 

Question.  How  many  men  f 

Answer.  Twenty-thre^  men. 

Qjuestion.  Do  you  rely  upon  them  to  help  you  in  case  of  need! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  if  it  were  necessary ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  I  shall  have  to  call 
upon  them.  I  have  a  partner  there,  a  gentleman  who  was  formerly  a  squire  in  that 
State. 

Question.  Have  you  learned  from  your  connection  with  this  order  that  they  are  afraid 
of  being  fired  into  when  they  go  out  T 

■  Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  never  fear  anything  of  that  kind.    They  make  rather  a  ghostly 
looking  sight,  and  they  don't  fear  much  being  fired  into. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  make  an  attack  on  anybody  if  they  thought  they 
were  going  to  be  fired  into  f  • 

Answer.  Certainly ;  they  would  defend  themselves,  of  course.  But  when  twenty-five 
or  fifty  men  ride  along  the  road  at  night,  with  gowns  and  other  disguises,  making 
the  men  look  some  two  or  three  times  as  tall  as  they  naturally  are,  it  is  not  reasonable 
to  suppose  that  many  people  are  going  to  fire  into  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Questioit.  Are  you  a  member  of  this  Ku-Klox  order  f 
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Answer,  I  never  took  the  oatb.  1  never  connected  myself  with  bat  one  organization 
in  Mississippi,  and  that  was  to  pnt  down  horse-thieves;  that  was  jnst  a  neighborhood 
organization,  of  about  twelve  or  fourteen  of  us,  shortly  after  I  went  there. 

Que$ti(m.  Did  any  member  of  this  Ku-Klnx  order  take  an  oath  T 

Anstoer.  I  have  been  told  so  by  men  themselves  that  took  it.  I  have  been  requested 
to  join,  and  take  the  oath,  but  have  never  done  so. 

Question.  You  went  out  once  on  a  raid  with  them  f 

Answer.  I  did. 

QuesUan,  Did  the  other  members  know  that  you  had  not  taken  the  oath  1 

Answer.  Some  of  them  did.  I  was  called  upon  two  montha  ago  to  attend  a  meeting 
to  eonnect  myself  with  the  order:  in  fact,  they  said  I  must  do  it ;  that  if  I  did  not,  my 
case  must  be  attended  to.  I  told  them  I  did  not  propose  to  do  anything  of  the  kind ; 
that  I  was  a  free  man ;  that  I  had  gone  there  to  work  for  my  living,  had  been  trying  to 
do  so,  and  expected  to  continue  it.    I  refused  to  join. 

Question.  Were  you  on  any  other  raid  than  the  one  you  have  spoken  of  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  been  on  any  other.  I  have  seen  them,  though,  very  frequently, 
when  they  were  <m  raids;  I  have  seen  them  pass  my  house.  The*road  runs  right  by 
my  house. 

Qu^Uan.  Did  you  assist  in  murdering  any  of  those  men  whom  you  have  mentioned 
as  being  murdered  by  these  bands  f 

*    Answer.  Ko,  sir ;  there  was  no  mnrderinff  done  the  night  I  was  along ;  only  whipping. 
1  did  not  do  anv  of  that- either.    I  went  along  as  a  spectator. 

Que8ti0n.  Is  it  usual  for  them  to  take  spectators  along  t 

Angwer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  a  general  thing ;  but  I  was  known  to  have  been  in  the  con- 
federate army,  to  have  been  under  Generad  Forrest  in  the  war.  I  was  looked  upon  by 
the oommnnity,  I  believe,  as  a  good  citizen;  I  always  enjoyed  that  repntation,  and  I 
was  solicited  to  join.  The  reason  I  went  that  night  was  more  to  gratify  mv  ne^^bor. 
an  intimate  friend,  than  anything  else.  He  belonged  to  the  order,  and  he  Yooohea 
forme. 

Question,  Did  you  go  for  the  purpose  of  disclosing  the  operations  of  the  organization  T 

Answer.  I  did  not :  I  merely  went  through  curiosity  to  see  how  they  did  conduct 
tbin^.  I  had  heara  and  read  a  great  deal  of  Ku-Kluxism,  and  I  wanted  to  see  how 
the  dung  was  done. 

Question.  You  frequently  attended  their  meetings  f 

Answer.  I  have  been  to  three  or  four  of  their  meetings. 

Question.  Is  it  usual  for  them  to  have  spectators  at  their  meetings  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  some  of  the  old  citizens  of  the  county— old  men — are  invited  some- 
times to  attend.  I  always  went  upon  invitation.  One  of  the  meetings  was  held  on 
my  place.  I  did  not  know  it  was  to  be  held  there  until  some  men  came  to  mj  house 
and  told  me. 

Question.  How  did  you  happen  to  be  summoned  to  Oxford  before  the  grand  Jury  f 

Answer.  I  think  our  deputy  sheriff,  Colonel  Simeon  Orr,  or  Migor  Whitfield,  of  Co- 
Iambus,  had  me  summoned. 

Question.  Did  they  know  anything  in  regard  to  your  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
this  order  :  had  you  communicated  your  information  to  them  f 

Answer.  I  had  spoken  to  Whitfi^d  about  it.  He  and  I  were  intimate.  He  was  som* 
moned  to  Oxfbrd  at  the  same  time  I  was,  or  just  ahead  of  me. 

Question.  You  saw  the  band  that  killea  Koger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  met  them  in  the  road  at  night. 

Question.  Did  you  see  them  kill  him  f 

Anstcer.  I  did  not. 

QuesHon.  How  did  you  know  that  they  killed  him  T 

Answer.  One  of  the  gentlemen  who  went  along  told  me. 

Question.  Did  you  give  information  of  it  imm^ately  to  the  authorities  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not. 

Question.  You  took  no  steps  to  have  them  brought  to  Justice  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  never  have  been  any  such  steps  taken  at  all. 

Question.  You  took  none  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  could  not  have  been  arrested  in  the  oounty  at  all. 

Question,  Was  any  attempt  ever  made  to  arrest  them  f 

Answer.  1  never  heard  of  any  attempt  being  made  in  my  county. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  that  such  an  attempt  would  not  have  been  suooessfblt 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  officers  say  that  it  is  through  fear;  that  they  have  not  got  a 
soffloient  number  of  men  to  do  it. 

Question.  A  very  large  n^jority  of  the  men  of  the  county  are  republicans  f 

Answer.  Freedmen. 

Question.  Are  they  not  republicans  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Give  us  the  names  of  the  men  that  you  knew  who  belonged  to  the  order  in 
your  county. 

16  M 
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Anewer.  Am  I  compelled  to  do  that  ? 

[The  committee,  al'ter  consaltatioD;  decided,  no  member  objecting,  that  the  qiiestioo 
should  be  answered.] 

Answer.  The  captain  of  the  organization  in  my  immediate  neighborhood  is  Cbarleft 
M^Doss. 

Question,  Where  doe^  he  live  ? 

Answer.  Eight  miles  firom  Macon,  in  Noxubee  County. 

Qu^tion.  In  what  direction  from  Macon  ? 

Answer.  Rather  southwest.    His  first  lieutenant  is  Benjamin  Walker. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  ? 

Answer.  Hardly  three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  Mr.  Doss — on  the  acyoiniu^  plantation. 
The  second  lieutenant  is  Glower  Triplet.    Do  you  wish  now  the  names  of  the  privates  T 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  William  Doss;  his  son,  John  Doss ;  his  brother,  James  Doss ;  Jasper  Feathers- 
ton,  Britton  Moore,  Joseph  Hunter,  Daniel  Holbrooks,  John  and  Joe  McMorris,  WiUisum 
P.  Stovall,  Cornelius  Foster,  Van  Hinton,  Sam  Magee,  George  Jones,  James  Bnich, 
Scott  Williams,  Taylor  Williams,  Max  Williams,  Thomas  CooLerell,  Dent  Cockerell, 
George  Kirby,  John  Williams.    There  are  others.    Do  you  wish  me  to  proceed! 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  William  Morton,  Doctor  Featherston,  Neil  Featherston,  John  Wootten,  Frank 
Glass,  DeWitt  Farmer,  Mr.  Lucian  Wilbanks.  There  are  two  gentlemen  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  order,  but  have  withdrawn ;  they  are  Frank  ^Sarper  and  William  A. 
May. 

Question.  Have  you  named  all  that  you  know  who  belong  to  it  T 

Ansioer.  No,  sir;  there  are  plenty  more  of  them.  I  would  name  Madison  Brooks, 
Harding  Brooks,  William  Helm,  Jehu  Kirksey,  Cicero  Kirksey,  William  McMorris,  the 
father  of  the  two  boys  I  have  named ;  William  B.  Jones,  Ricnard  Edwards,  Thomas 
Cook,  Rnfus  Farmer.  Those  are  all  I  think  of  just  now  around  in  my  immediate 
neighborhood.  i 

Question.  Were  those  men  in  tne  company  yon  spoke  of  that  went  to  kill  Koger  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  All  of  them  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  all  were  present  when  they  went  to  kill  Koger ;  some,  I 
think,  were  not  there. 

Question.  Was  the  captain  there  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  two  lieutenants  7 

Ansv)er.  Only  one  of  the  two  lieutenants ;  the  regular  lieutenant,  Triplet,  was  not 
there ;  he  lived  in  the  far  part  of  the  county ;  Cockerell  was  acting  as  first  lieutenant 
that  night. 

Question.  Which  of  them  told  you  about  the  killing  of  Roger  f 

Answer.  Daniel  Holbrooks. 

Question.  Did  he  live  a^oining  you  t 

Answer.  He  lives  about  a  mile  and  a  half  or  a  mile  and  three-quarters  from  me. 

Question.  Who  did  he  say  killed  Roger  7 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know ;  they  never  tried  to  know  who  did  anything  of  that  kind : 
I  do  not  know  that  any  one  ever  knew  which  one  of  them  killed  Koger ;  I  never  knew 
any  man  say  who  killed  any  one  on  a  raid,  except  once ;  and  that  was  the  killing  of 
the  negro  Dick  Malone.    He  was  only  shot  once. 

Question.  Who  killed  him  T 

Answer,  It  was  said  the  captain  did  it. 

Question.  Was  Hopkins  killed  by  this  band  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  the  same  band  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  portion  of  them.  I  do  not  know  that  all  of  them  were  there.  I 
was  not  there  myself. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  you  they  killed  Hopkins  7 

Ansu)er.  John  Wootten  told  me.    He  said  he  was  along. 

Question.  You  said  there  were  some  fifteen  men  killed  in  your  county  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  gave  the  names  of  some  four  or  five  of  them  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Can  you  give  the  names  of  the  others  7 

Ansufer,  1  really  do  not  know  who  they  were.  They  were  negroes ;  and  I  would  just 
hear  of  them  as  negroes  being  killed. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  that  they  were  killed  7 

Answer,  Well,  it  was  known  throughout  the  county ;  I  was  told  that  th6y  were 
kiU<»d.  It  was  published  in  our  county  paper  that  a  negro  was  found  killed  on  such  a 
plantation. 
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Question,  Killed  by  whom  f 

Answer,  Killed  by  bodies  of  disguised  men. 

Question,  It  was  so  stated  in  your  faewspapers? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  Macon  Beacon*. 

Question,  In  every  instance  that  yon  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  always.  I  have  been  told  that  the  editor  of  the  Beacon,  Mr. 
William  Ferris,  belongs  to  a  Klan  of  that  kind  in  the  town  of  Macon.  I  do  not  know 
that  to  be  a  fact. 

Question,  You  assert,  then,  that  you  never  took  the  oath,  and  never  actually  Joined 
the  order  f 

Answer,  I  never  did.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  the  oath  is.  I  know  that  the  penalty 
attached  to  it  is  death.    That  is  what  I  have  been  told  by  members. 

Question,  You  attended  their  meetings  three  or  four  times  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  in  their  camp  three  or  four  times. 

Question,  Did  they  speak  freely  before  you  f 

Answer,  They  did  so  without  hesitation.  There  were  merely  moves  being  made  as  in 
a  lodge— merely  an  intention  expressed  that  they  would  do  thus  and  so. 

Qu^tion,  Were  they  aware  of  the  fact  that  you  were  not  a  member  f 

Answer,  Some  of  them  were,  as  I  have  stated  a  while  ago.  Some  of  them  objected  to 
my  knowing  as  much  as  I  did  without  taking  the  oath ;  and  abbut  two  months  and  a 
half  ago  they  called  a  meeting  on  my  case,  as  they  said,  to  have  me  brought  before 
them,  and  to  have  me  join,  which  I  did  not  ao.  I  never  joined  them,  and  I  never  in- 
tend to.  If  a  gentleman  of  his  own  £ree  will  and  accord  tells  me  anything,  I  listen  to 
him,  of  course.  I  have  a  neighbor,  a  Mend  of  mine,  whom  I  have  neard  making  use 
of  tnese  very  signs,  and  signals,  and  passwords  which  I  have  given  here.  I  have  known 
him  to  do  so  in  visiting  at  nights. 

Question,  Did  you  use  the  signals  to  pass  the  party  on  the  night  that  negro  was 
killed? 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  did  not.  I  was  hailed,  and  I  hallooed  my  name  immediately.  I 
was  known  to  all  those  gentlemen.  My  position  was  known  in  the  countv  by  my 
neighbors.  They  passed  Song  and  made  some  passing  jocular  remarks,  that  they  were 
oat  on  a  tramp,  and  all  that,  and  wanted  me  to  go  along. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Were  you  invited  to  go  into  that  camp  by  some  of  the  members  f 

Answer.  I  was. 

Question,  Was  the  fact  that  you  were  known  to  be  an  earnest  democrat  of  that  county 
a  reason,  probably,  why  you  were  invited  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  and  that  I  was  known  to  have  been  in  the  confederate  army,  I  sup- 
pose. 

Question.  And  that  you  came  from  Virginia,  and  were  a  southern  man  T 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  All  these  things  taken  together  gave  you  the  position  you  occupied  f 

Answer,  Precisely. 

Question.  And  when  you  accompanied  them  upon  that  raid,  when  whipping  was  done, 
that  gave  them  still  more  confidence  in  you  f 

Answer.  Certainly. 

Question.  Some  of  them  knew  at  the  time  that  you  had  not  joined  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  it  was  the  impression  among  others  of  them  that  you  were  a 
member  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  thought  I  was.  The  captain  was  allowed  to  swear 
in  anybody  outside  of  a  lodge  meeting.  He  could  swear  in  a  member  in  the  presence 
of  three  members. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  it  was  the  general  impression  that  you  had  been  sworn  in  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  And  when  they  found  out  that  you  had  not  been,  they  called  a  meeting  on 
your  case  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  is  never  any  writing  on  a  case  of  that  kind.  I  know  that 
this  man  Holbrooks  made  a  list  or  roll,  and  it  created  a  disturbance,  and  came  near 
breaking  up  the  organization. 

(luestion.  The  rule  was  not  to  put  anything  in  writing! 

Answer,  They  never  put  anything  in  writing.  If  they  wished  to  communicate,  for 
instance,  with  a  party  in  New  York  or  San  Francisco  they  would  send  a  si)ecial  mes- 
iienger.  Of  course,  they  would  not  have  any  business  in  those  localities ;  but  I  mean  to 
Bay  that  that  is  the  way  the  thing  is  done. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  How  were  the  officers  of  your  county  chosen  T  -  By  whom  were  thoy  ap» 
pointed  t 
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Anstver.  They  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn,  the  lact  set  that  wo  have.  I  think 
he  removed  every  one  that  Ames  appointed.  There  may  be  still  in  office  one  or  two 
justices  that  Ames  appointed. 

Question.  All  the  fonner  set  of  officers  were  appointed  by  Ames  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  Ames  removed  all  that  Qillam  appointed ;  and  I  think  that  Aloom 
did  the  same  in  regard  to  those  appointed  by  Ames. 

Question,  So  that  your  county  officers  are  appointees  of  either  Ames  or  Alcorn  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  are  all  believed  to  be  republicans  f 

Answer.  They  are  all  believed  to  be  republicans — they  are  looked  upon  as  such. 

Question.  Your  Judge,  your  district  attorney,,  and  your  other  county  officials  are  all 
regarded  as  republicans  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  case  the  same  in  the  counties  adjoining  yours  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  any  democrat  at  all  holding  a  position  in  any  of  tiio 
neighboring  counties. 

&iestion.  So  that  the  whole  judicial  power  of  that  portion  of  the  State  is  in  the  hands 
of  Governor  Alcorn  and  his  republican  Mends  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  very  little  about  polities.  I  never  meddle  with  anything 
,  of  that  sort  at  alL 

Question.  And  whatever  inefficiency  there  is  in  the  execntion  of  the  laws  of  the 
State  fidls  upon  the  officials  so  appointed  T 

Ammcer.  I  should  think  so.  I  know  very  little  about  public  men  or  public  afEaii*. 
I  am  a  plain  fEmner,  and  went  to  Mississippi  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  on  that 
business. 

By  Mr.  Coburx  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  inefficiency  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  do  yon  mean  to 
say  that  the  judicialoffioers  of  a  county  can  do  everything  in  relation  to  the  detootkm 
and  punishment  of  crime  f 

Ansvper.  I  stated  a  while  ago  that  they  could  not  arrest  any  one  in  my  county,  becaoae 
these  men  whose  names  I  have  given  you  are  all  our  most  prominent  citizens. 

Question.  Then  this  inefficiency,  this  lack  of  punishment  of  crime,  is  not  entirely  due 
to  the  inefficiency  of  the  officers  f 

Answer.  It  is  not  entirely  due  to  that. 

Question.  Is  there  not  considerable  intimidation  experienced  by  witnesses  1 

Answer.  It  is  rather  on  account  of  fear,  as  I  stated  previously.  I  must  say,  though, 
that  some  of  the  officert  are  very  inefficient  men. 

Question.  What  is  the  position  in  society  of  these  men  who  are  said  to  belong  to  this 
Elan  or  secret  organization  ? 

Answer.  They  are  looked  upon  as  the  best  citizens  of  the  county.  Tbey  are  all  prop- 
erty-holders, with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  of  the  younger  ones,  who  are  minors. 

Question.  What  is  their  general  age  f 

Answer.  They  take  no  one  under  eighteen  years  old. 

Question.  About  what  are  the  ages  of  the  men  you  have  named  f 

Answer.  Almost  all  of  them  are  mlddle-a^ed  men. 

Question.  You  say  that  old  men  are  often  mvited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  tlie  order. 
Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  x>olitics  of  these  men  as  democrats  has  something  to 
do  with  their  being  invited  f 

Answer.  Of  course  it  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  or  not  they,  as  democrats,  know  of  and  encourage 
this  organizajion  t 

Answer.  They  are  said  to  be  the  helpers — the  main-stay.  The  older  men  are  invited 
in  to  assist  in  getting  the  others  out  of  any  trouble  they  might  fall  into. 

Question.  The  question  was  asked  you  whether  or  not  the  republicans  and  freedmen 
are  considerably  in  the  migority  in  tnat  county  t 

Answer.  The  ureedmen  are  in  a  majority. 

Qtt08tt<m.  Are  they  armed  t 

Answer.  Some  of  them  have  guns  and  fowling-pieces— in  fjeu^t,  a  great  many  of  them. 
I  think  that  almost  all  of  my  negroes  at  home — all  the  negroes  who  work  for  me,  pretty 
much — have  shot-guns  or  sometmng  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  disarming  hj  the  Elaat 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  taken  away  pistols  and  things  of  that  kind  from  them. 

^^uestion.  Is  there  any  system  of  disarming  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  regular  ^stem.  There  was  a  little  riot  at  Brooksville, 
last  February  a  year  a^o^  which  came  verv  near  being  a  very  serious  thing.  At  that 
time  there  were  some  uiirty  or  forty  pistols  taken  away  from  them — sin^e-barreled 
pistols. 

Question,  State  whether  the  members  of  this  secret  organifation  have  arms,  and 
what  sort  of  arms. 
Answer.  All  have  pistols. 
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Q%iie$tion,  Any  particular  kind  f 

^ngwer.  Generally  five-sbootere. 

Question,  New  arms  ? 

Answer,  Certainly. 

Question.  Where  do  they  get  their  supply  ? 

Answ^,  They  buy  them  at  the  stores. 

Question.  Do  they  buy  them  themselves  f 

A  nswer.  Yes  sir.  There  are  plenty  of  arms  to  be  had  there ;  almost  every  store  keepf 
pistols  for  sale. 

Question.  Are  they  armed  with  anything  besides  pistols  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Generally,  when  this  whipping  goes  on,  the  fellows,  they  say,  carry 
clubs.    I  saw  some  of  them  have  clubs  or  sticks. 

Question.  You  have,  of  course,  conversed  somewhat  with  these  men  about  the  num- 
bers of  the  organization  in  Mississippi  and  elsewhere.  Can  you  say  from  your  recol- 
lection anything  on  that  point  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  cannot.  The  organization  extends  through  the  northern  and 
northeastern  portion  of  our  State.  In  the  lower  counties,  along  on  the  river,  and  in 
the  Yazoo  country,  you  seldom  bear  of  them ;  the  negroes  are  so  largely  in  the  excess 
of  population  that  they  never  have  anything  of  that  kind  down  there.  My  county 
ana  Lowndes  County  are  the  only  two  counties  havinc;  an  excess  of  negro  population 
where  any  such  organization  exists.  In  the  county  below  me,  Lauderdale,  there  are 
not  so  many  negroes ;  and  the  case  is  the  same  in  Kemper. 

Question.  Is  it,  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  white  people  there  are  afraid  of  violence 
from  the  negroes  f    Are  the  white  people  under  terror  on  account  of  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  Some  of  thom  are.  As  a  mass  I  cannot  say  they  are.  They  pretend  not  to 
be,  and  a  great  many  of  them  say  they  are  not. 

Question.  Do  they  not  feel  a  superiority  to  the  negroes  ? 

Ansicer.  Oh  yes,  sir.  , 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  really  any  terror  among  them,  or  is  it  a  matter  of 
pretense? 

Answer.  Among  the  whites  t 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  I  suppose  some  of  them  may  fear  the  negro  j  some  men  are  naturally  timid 
anyway. 

Question.  Have  the  negroes  ever  made  a  raid  upon  the  white  people,  or  ridden  around 
the  countiy  to  intimidate  them  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  anything  o£  that  kind.  I  never  saw  but  one  dem- 
onstration on  the  part  of  the  negroes,  and  that  was  about  March,  of  last  year,  at  Brooks- 
irille,  when  one  of  their  Leagues  was  interfered  with. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  interference  f 

Anstrer.  I  was  not  in  town  myself  at  the  time ;  but  I  went  that  night  to  the  village, 
and  everything  was  in  an  uproar  and  excitement.  One  of  the  gentlemen  whose  names 
I  have  given  you,  Mr.  Farmer,  attempted  to  pass  through  the  line  on  his  horse,  and  a 
negro  prevented  him  from  doing  so— stopped  him.  It  is  a  little  town—just  a  depot,* 
and  one  street  or  road.  Farmer  wanted  to  pass  and  the  negro  caught  hold  of  his  horse 
by  the  bridle,  and  kept  him  back.  Farmer  then  went  and  got  on  his  horse,  and  at- 
tacked the  negro.  The  negro  rather  got  the  upper  hand  oi  him,  being  stouter.  He 
threw  him  on  the  ground.  Then  the  negro  got  up  and  ran.  Farmer  pulled  out  a 
-pistol  and  commenced  shooting  at  him.  That  night  Farmer  was  arrested  and  carried 
to  Macon.  It  brought  together  quite  a  number  of  citizens  from  adjoining  counties. 
Our  lieutenant  governor  was  present ;  he  came  up  from  Macon.  General  Forrest  also 
came  down  from  West  Point  and  made  a  speech  to  pacify  the  negroes,  and  to  pacify  the 
whites  also,  which  fortunately  had  that  effect,  and  we  did  not  have  any  outbreak. 

Question.  That  was  the  only  appearance  of  anything  like  an  uprising  among  the 
negroes! 

Jnstoer.  That  is  the  only  thing  that  I  have  seen  in  the  way  of  a  riot  in  our  country. 
That  was  the  occasion  when  the  negroes  were  disarmed.  They  were  disarmed  by  cap- 
tain Franks,  with  his  company  from  West  Point.  They  came  down,  of  course,  as  citi- 
zen-soldiers. 

Question.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negro  schools  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Well,  we  are  just  about  to  introduce  them  now — free  schools. 

Question.  You  have  had  no  tree  schools  iot  negroes  ?    • 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

«  Question.  Have  you  had  any  free  schools  for  anybody  T 

Answer.  We  have  had  no  free  schools  at  all  until  the  last  legislature  passed  a  bill  to 
that  effect.  There  has  been  a  white  school  opened  at  Brooksville,  and  there  will  be  a 
negro  school  opened  in  my  neighborhood  in  a  very  short  time. 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  Eu-Klnx  organizations  are  general  throughout  the 
State  f 

Answer.  There  are  plenty  of  them  through  the  northeastern  portion  of  the  State — 
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Lowndes,  Winston,  Kemper,  and  Lauderdale.  I  do  not  know  as  to  other  coanties  be- 
cause I  have  not  been  tnere.  I  simply  know  that  these  things  do  exist.  I  have  met 
these  men  fiom  various  counties.  In  the  fall  of  the  year,  after  laying  by  crops,  people 
visit  about  a  gjood  deal,  because  they  do  not  have  anything  else  tb  do.  The  whites  do 
not  work  much  jq  my  country.  It  is  a  very  rare  thing  to  see  a  white  man  at  work  on 
a  plantation. 

Question,  Is  it  a  common  thin^,  when  members  of  these  organizations  meet  on  the 
road  or  at  any  other  place,  to  make  the  sign  of  recognition  f 

Answer,  If  they  want  to  converse  upon  this  subject,  I  am  told  they  recognize  ea«h 
other  as  members.  But  they  do  not  generally  make  use  of  these  signs  very  often,  un- 
less it  is  for  the  purpose  of  conversing  in  regard  to  the  business  of  the  society,  from 
the  simple  fact  that  if  they  did  the  signs  would  become  very  common. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  17, 1871. 
W.  W.  CHISOLM  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer,  I  reside  at  De  Ealb,  in  Kemper  County,  Mississippi. 

Quesiion,  Is  De  Ealb  the  county  town  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  county  seat. 

Question,  And  that  is  on  the  east  side  of  the  State,  on  the  Alabama  line  f 

Answer,  That  is  one  of  the  line  counties  of  the  State,  near  the  middle  of  the  State, 
north  and  south. 

Quesiion,  And  on  the  Alabama  line? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  ? 

Answer,  I  have  lived  ii^the  county  about  twenty  years;  eighteen  or  twenty  years. 

Question,  Are  you  a  native  of  that  State  f 

Answer,  I  am  not ;  I  am  a  native  of  Georgia. 

Qwesiwn,  You  have  resided  in  Mississippi  for  twenty  years? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  hold  any  official  position  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  I  did ;  I  was  elected  to  the  office  of  magistrate  there  when  I  was  very  yonng, 
but  twenty-one  or  twenty-two  years  old.  And  before  the  war  I  was  also  elected  to  the 
office  of  probate  judge. 

Question.  For  this  county  of  Kemper  ? 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion,  Had  you  anything  to  do  in  the  late  war  ? 
^  Answer,  I  was  not  in  the  war ;  I  was  in  the  militia  a  short  time.    I  went  out  witii 
what  they  called  the  sixty-day  troops  from  my  State,  in  1863  or  1864, 1  believe. 

Question.  Do  you  now  hold  any  office  in  that  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  am  sheriff  of  that  county . 

Question,  How  long  have  you  held  the  office  of  sheriff? 

Answer.  I  have  not  been  sheriff  more  than  about  twelve  months.  I  was  disfranchised, 
because  I  had  held  the  office  of  probate  judge.  I  went  out  of  office,  of  course,  under 
the  reconstruction  acts,  and  my  disabilities  were  not  removed  until  the  last  Congress. 

Quesiion,  Did  you  hold  the  office  of  probate  judge  during  the  war  ?  ^ 

Answer,  I  did  until  1862.  I  was  again  elected  probate  judge  in  1863,  and  held  the 
office  at  the  close  of  the  war ;  I  was  reelected  after  the  war,  and  held  the  office  until 
I  went  out  under  the  reconstruction  acts.  * 

Question,  You  were  unable  to  hold  the  office  of  sheriff  in  consequence  of  having  had 
some  connection  with  the  rebellion  f  '>'-^ 

Atiswer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  took  the  office  about  a  year  ago :  my  brother  was  sheriff  for  two 
years,  and  I  ran  the  office,  but  only  as  deputy ;  he  could  take  the  oath  and  I  could  not. 

Quesiion,  The  object  of  this  committee  is  to  ascertain  the  condition  of  communities 
in  the  late  insurrectionary  States :  whether  person  and  property  are  safe  and  secure 
there ;  vhether  the  laws,  especially  the  laws  against  crime,  are  enforced,  and,  if  not, 
why  they  are  not ;  and  especially  whether  crimes  are  committed  by  bodies  of  disguised 
men  going  about  at  ni^ht.  Will  you  state  to  us  what  is  the  condition  of  your  county 
in  the  respects  I  have  indicated  ?  ^  *fr> 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  in  my  county  there  have  been  a  great  many  crimes  committed ; 
HevenU  persons  have  been  killed  there  since  the  surrender,  and  there  has  been  a  great 
deal  of  lawlessness  in  the  county.  ^  ^^f« 

Question.  It  is  perhaps  not  necessary  to  go  back  to  the  time  of  the  surrender  and 
make  any  minute  statements.    What  we  want  to  get  at  is  the  condition  of  the  county 
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tkow ;  and  of  course  we  mast  ^o  back  some  little  time  to  determine  that.  Bat  we  want 
to  inqoire  more  particularly  about  the  condition  of  things  within  the  last  year  or  two. 
*  Answer.  Well,  sir,  probably  within  the  last  year  ot  two  it  has  been  more  quiet  in 
my  county  than  in  most  of  the  counties  bordering  on  my  county.  In  fact  there  is  a 
yery  large  element  there  who  are  in  fayor  of  haying  the  law  executed.  There  were  a 
great  many  men  arrested  and  carried  off  from  that  county  just  before  the  State  went 
bacJ^  into  the  Union. 

Question,  By  the  military  authorities  T 

Anstm',  Tes,  sir,  by  the  military  authorities.  That  gaye  the  county  considerable 
quiet  for  a  long  time ;  those  who  were  opposing  the  law  became  considerably  alarmed 
and  yery  much  demoralized. 

Question,  About  what  time  was  it  that  those  men  were  arrested  and  taken  away  by 
the  military  ? 
,  Answer,  It  was  in  the  spring  of  1869. 
Question,  Two  years  ago  last  spring  f 

,  Answer,  Tes,  sir;  some  of  them  were  kept  four  or  five  mouths,  and  cue  of  them  I  haye 
seyer  seen  or  heard  of  since. 
.  Question,  He  neyer  has  come  back  T 
lAnswer,  He  neyer  has  come  back. 

Question,  Perhax>8  we  may  as  well  confine  the  inquiry  to  since  the  time  when  your 
State  goyemment  went  into  operation. 

^Answer,  Well,  sir,  since  that  time  I  do  not  think  there  have  been  any  murders  com- , 
mittedinthe  county;  I  do  not  recollect  of  any  since  the  organization  of  the  State 
goyemnent.  There  is  a  yery  large  element  of  white  men  in  tne  county,  native  south- 
iem  men,  who  have  belonged  to  the  law  and  order  class,  as  they  call  it,  and  who  are 
yery  much  opposed  to  anything  like  lawlessness,  and  have  assisted  those  who  tried  to 
execute  the  law  in  that  county. 

Quettion,  What  time  was  it  that  the  State  goyemment  went  into  operation  T 
iAn»cer,  I  belieye  it  was  twelve  months  ago  last  January — ^no,  it  was  February.   There 
lias  been  some  considerable  rowing  in  that  county  since. 
_Qutstion,  Yon  think  that  since  that  time  no  lives  have  been  taken  in  your  county  f 
"*  Answer,  Ko,  sir,  there  has  not  been  a  life  taken  that  I  know  of,  but  there  was  a  man 
sihot  there  twice— yes,  there  was  a  man  killed  there  in  a  public  fight  ^  but  everybody 
knew  who  did  it,  and  the  man  who  killed  him  is  there  to  stand  his  tnal. 
Question,  It  was  done  in  the  day-time  f 

^Answer,  Tes,  sir,  in  the  day-time;  it  was  just  a  general  fight.    There  has  been  a  man 
shot  there  since  then,  and  there  have  been  some  raids  in  the  county  since  that  time. 
Question,  Who  was  the  man  who  was  shot  T 
Answer.  Captain  Kush. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  that  case  1 

Answer,  He  was  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army,  and  went  through  the  war,  and 
was  a  gallant  soldier,  as  everybody  said.  Since  the  surrender  he  has  belonged  to  what 
we  know  there  as  the  radical  party.  He  was  shot,  I  believe  it  was  last  Noyember  or 
December— no,  it  was  this  year;  it  was  in  March  last  that  he  was  shot;  while  going 
to  bis  house  from  the  court-nouse  somebody  shot  him  from  behind  the  church. 
Question.  In  the  night  f 
Ansu?er.  Yes,  sir,  in  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Do  you  mean  this  last  March,  or  March  a  year  ago  f 

Answer,  This  last  March ;  I  think  that  was  the  month ;  it  has  been  since  January,  I 
know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QuesHon,  Was  he  shot  more  than  once  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  was  shot  twice ;  shot  with  a  double-barreled  gun.  He  was  about 
ten  8tex>s  from  his  gate  when  the  first  ^n  was  fired  at  him.  He  then  made  a  bulge 
for  his  gate,  and  they  fired  at  him  agam,  just  as  he  got  to  his  gate.  It  was  the  first 
«bot  that  hurt  him  the  worst;  when  tney  fired  at  him  the  second  time  some  of  the  shot 
went  into  the  house,  and  came  yery  near  killing  his  wife. 

Question,  Those  two  shots  were  both  fired  on  the  same  occasion  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  anybody  know  whether  there  was  a  band  of  men  there  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  the  first  man  that  got  to  Rush's  after  he  was  shot ;  I  was  at 
,the  court-house  when  I  heard  the  shot.  We  were  tiding  to  secure  a  person  at  the  tipie 
iCaptain  Rush  left  the  court-house.  I  had  seen  a  great  deal  of  maneuvering  going  on 
jEamoD^  men  whom  I  regarded  as  very  bad  men  in  the  community.  Just  at  dark  I  told 
kHaptam  Rush  that  I  thought  ho  had  better  look  out,  that  I  thought  there  was  going 
Tto  be  another  raid  in  our  county,  that  I  saw  some  maneuvering  going  on  there  tnat  I 
^d  not  like.  I  told  him  that  I  thought  we  had  better  go  to  the  Jail  and  do  all  wo 
«could,  and  get  back  home  before  dark. 
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Qvuiftion,  Who  waa  the  man  in  jail  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hunger,  a  colored  man.  He  had  bee«  put  in 
there  for  breaking  into  a  house. 

Quotum.  He  was  in  the  jail  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  got  nearly  out  two  or  three  times.  He  seemed  to  be  a  very 
poweiful  man.  Captain  Ronh  said  to  me  just  as  he  left,  **  Judge,  you  stay  here  antil 
the  workman  has  done  all  he  can  do  to  the  jail,  and  I  will  go  home,  for  I  do  not  feel 
very  well."    His  house  was  perhaps  seventy-live  yards  from  Sie  jail. 

QuetfUon.  Was  he  an  office-holder  7 

Answer.  He  was  deputy  sheriff  under  me. 

QueatUm.  He  had  the  care  of  the  Jail  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  looked  after  the  jail  more  than  I  did,  and  did  more  work  abont- 
the  court-house  than  I  did. 

Question.  Was  the  court  then  in  session  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  it  was  to  be  in  session  a  week  after  that. 

QwesUon.  You  spoke  of  a  great  many  people  being  about  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  citizens  of  the  town,  who,  having  heard  of  t^s  neoro^s 
ability  to  get  out  of  jail,  and  how  many  locks  he  had  broken,  were  over  there,  bokin^ 
at  it,  until  we  heard  the  first  gun  fired.  When  we  heard  the  gun  fired  in!^e  diieetieii 
iif  Rush's  house,  I  jumped  up  and  said,  "  Rush  is  killed.^'  Then  another  gun  wa^  Hred, 
and  I  ran  out  on  the  steps  in  the  direction  of  his  house.  His  wife  hallooed  about  that^ 
time,  and  I  ran  on  down  to  his  house. 

Question.  You  said  you  had  discovered  some  suspicious  movements  there  thx^t  day  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  had  informed  him  and  three  others  there  that  evening,  that 
there  was  something  wrong  going  on  there ;  that  the  men  who  had  concocted  these 
schemes  there  before  were  concocting  them  again,  and  I  requested  three  diSereat 
men  to  have  their  guns  prepared  for  a  nighVs  fi^t,  if  it  was  necessary  to  make  i;. 
.  Qiustion.  What  were  these  suspicious  movements  which  you  saw  f 

Answer.  They  were  mainly  in  seeing  a  number  of  men  collected  in  the  .back  of  the 
store  of  Mr.  Gully,  a  gentleman  there,  whom  I  think  every  man  in  the  county,  irre- 
spective of  party,  regards  as  a  man  who  does  not  care  anything  about  having  the  law- 
executed. 

Question.  Who  were  these  men  collected  there ;  men  belonging  in  the  plsfee  or  ^rou% 
abroad  T 

Answer.  There  were  several  men  from  out  in  the  country  ;  two  of  them  brothers  of 
this  man,  and  several  other  suspicious  characters;  and  there  was  one  other:  man  id 
town  that  day  I  did  not  know  at  all ;  I  tried  to  find  out  who  he  was,  but  never  did. 

Question.  Why  did  you  suspect  them  of  hostility  to  Captain  Rush  ? 

Answer.  I  suspected  them  of  hostility  to  any  man  who  they  thought  was  opposed  t> 
lawlessness,  and  to  men  rioting  and  doing  things  illegal  and  wrong  in  the^  county; 
more  especially  to  Rush,  becaube  of  course  he  and  they  were  not  friendly,  as  they  aiB 
not  ftiendly  to  any  man  who  does  not  agree  with  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Agree  with  them  in  what  ? 
Answer.  In  politics. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  You  say  Captain  Rush  was  a  republican 

Ansuxr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  These  other  men  are  not  republicans  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  they  are  not  republicans. 

Question.  How  badly  was  Rush  hurt  by  that  shot  f 

Answer.  He  was  very  badly  hurt ;  the  middle  finger  of  his  right  hand  was  shot  off^ 
and  he  was  shot  through  the  groin  and  through  the  upper  part  of  the  abdomen,  but 
the  shot  did  not  go  to  the  hollow.  Four  shot  struck  liim,  but  his  pocket-book  and 
knife  turned  the  shot,  and  I  think  saved  his  life.  His  right  hand  was  in  his  pocket 
when  he  was  shot. 

Question.  That  was  in  last  March  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been,  during  the  last  year,  any  bodies  of  disguised  men  going 
about  your  county  ? 
^Anstcer.  I  have  not  seen  any;  I  only  can  state  what  I  have  heard. 

\Question.  State  any  information  that  you  have  which  you  consider  reliable? 

Anstcer.  Several  men  have  told  me  that  they  have  seen  men  in  disguise  who  were 
^riding  about  the  county.  , 

ifiuestion.  What  have  you  heard  of  their  doing  ? 

{Answer.  Well,  they  attempted  to  whip  a  man  on  Colonel  Powers's  place,  two  or  three 
\months  ago. 
\Question.  Where  was  that  ? 

iAnswer.  In  the  northwest  portion  of  the  county.    The  band  was  fired  into  by  th& 
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negroes  on  the  place,  and  they  left ;  one  of  their  men  was  supposed  to  be  killed ;  I  do 
not  know  anything  about  that,  bnt  that  was  the  supposition. 

Question,  If  he  was  killed  or  wounded  he  was  earned  off? 

Answer,  He  was  carried  off  to  a  neighbor's  house.  I  will  tell  it  just  as  I  got  it.  The 
old  man  whose  house  he  was  carried  to  told  me  that  he  was  carried  there  and  buried 
the  next  morning  very  earl3\ 

Question,  The  man  told  you  so  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  old  man  Slaughter  told  mo  so. 

By  Mr.  Cobubn  : 

Question,  What  is  Slaughter's  given  name  f 
Asnwer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Did  he  know  who  the  man  was  that  was  carried  to  his  hoi^e  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  his  name ;  I  think  it  was  Evans,  but  I  will  not  be  posi- 
tive ;  be  was  a  brother  to  one  man  I  had  arrested  before  that. 

Bv  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Arrested  for  what  T 
Answer,  For  killing  a  negro. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  [Poland  :) 

Question,  Was  this  a  body  of  men  who  were  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  disguised^  so  x^arties  told  me  that  saw  them  ;  of  course, 
I  never  saw  them. 

Question.  How  much  of  a  party  was  there  of  them  f 

Answer,  I  think  only  about  ten  of  them. 

Question.  You  say  tuis  man  who  was  killed  was  a  brother  of  a  man  whom  you  had 
arrested? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  arrested  him  for  killing  a  colored  man. 

Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer,  That  was  before  the  State  went  back  into  the  Union. 

Question,  About  how  long  ago  f 

Answer,  It  has  been  perhaps  two  years  ago ;  Ceneral  Ames  was  in  command  of  the 
department  at  the  time. 

Question.  Was  that  colored  man  killed  by  a  body  of  disguised  men  t 

Answer,  Well,  yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  report  I  got,  but  I  never  saw  them,  of  coui*se ; 
and  they  recognized  among  these  men  a  brother  of  this  man  Evans. 

Question.  And  jou  had  some  men  arrested  for  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  had  some  men  arrested  upon  that  charge ;  but  I  will  state,  how* 
ever,  that  those  men  were  released ;  they  were  carried  down  to  militarv  headquarters, 
and  I  understood  they  were  released  and  went  back  homo ;  I  do  not  know  anything 
about  that,  but  I  understood  so. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  operations  of  these  dis^ised  men  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  any  operations  of  dlBguised  men ;  there  has 
l>een  a  large  crowd  of  men  from  Alabama,  who  came  over  to  my  town,  but  they  were 
not  dis^ised. 

Questum,  Tell  us  the  story  about  that. 

Answer,  Well,  the  third  night  of  November  last — I  believe  it  was  the  third  night — 
I  will  tell  my  prognostication  of  their  coming.  I  told  several  men  in  town  that  even- 
ing that  there  was  some  deep  scheme  being  laid  for  the  perpetration  of  some  diabolical 
outrage  in  the  countv  again.  Among  the  men  whom  I  told  this  was  this  man  Captain 
'Rash ;  another  was  ^Thomas  Hampton,  who  was  an  old  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a 
democrat ;  another  was  ^Ir.  Rosenbaum,  another  old  citizen  of  the  county,  and  a  dem- 
ocrat. 

Question,  What  had  you  seen  to  make  you  think  so  f 

Answer,  I  had  seen  a  meeting  of  this  crowd  of  men  in  secret  conclave ;  I  did  not  see 
as  much  as  others  reported  to  me  whom  I  had  confidence  in. 

Question,  These  were  men  in  your  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  It  was  reported  to  me  that  these  men  had  been  meeting  for  a  week 
and  a  half,  every  day,  in  secret,  in  town,  and  had  locked  themselves  up ;  they  never 
came  about  the  court-house.  One  of  them  was  never  known  to  come  to  town  unless 
he  went  to  the  court-house,  except  when  he  wanted  nobody  to  see  him.  He  was  al- 
ways very  friendly  to  me  when  he  met  mo.  This  man  had  not  heen  about  the  court- 
house, and  I  told  Hush,  the  only  republican,  and  Hampton  and  Rosenbaum  and  some 
one  else,  th6  evening  before  they  came  there,  that  there  was  some  terrible  outrage  to 
be  committed  in  the  county,  and  that  every  one  of  them  might  look  out ;  that  I  did 
not  know  who  it  was  to  be,  but  I  supposed  some  fellow's  head  was  to  be  taken  off. 
I  remarked  that  I  hoped  it  would  turn  out  to  be  nothing,  as  a  great  many  of  their 
other  plans  did.  I  was  very  busy  during  the  evening  of  that  day,  and  I  went  home 
late  that  evening. 
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Question,  Was  your  office  in  the  coart-boase  f 

Armcer.  Te«,  sir.  That  night  I  was  not  well  at  all ;  I  am  frequently  bothered  with 
asthma,  and  that  night  I  was  bothered  very  badly  with  it,  and  did  not  get  to  sleep 
until  about  3  o'clock,  I  suppose. 

Question,  How  far  do  you  live  from  the  court-house  t 

Answer,  About  three  quarters  of  a  mile.  About  three  I  was  relieved  and  went  to 
sleep,  and  slept  very  soundly.  About  half  an  hour  before  sun,  the  next  morning,  a 
colored  boy  came  in  and  waked  me  up.  He  had  been  a  slave,  but  was  not  much  more 
of  a  colored  boy  in  appearance  than  I  am.  He  had  been  driving  for  me  nince  the  sur- 
render. He  came  into  my  room  at  that  time  and  waked  me,  and  told  me  that  old 
Aunt  Charlotte,  who  lived  over  on  the  hill  about  fifty  yards  from  where  I  lived,  had 
told  him  that  there  was  a  body  of  armed  men  between  my  house  and  the  town,  in  the 
bashes  there,  and  that  they  had  been  there  ever  since  two  hours  before  day. 

Question,  Between  your  house  and  the  court-house  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  When  the  boy  told  me  that,  I  said  ^o  fiim  that  I  supposed  they 
were  some  men  who  had  been  drinking,  and  were  down  there  making  a  noise,  and  had 
■alarmed  old  Aunt  Charlotte.  After  getting  up  and  looking  to  see  what  time  of  day  it 
was,  I  turned  to  go  to  bed  again.  The  colored  boy  started  out,  and  when  he  got  to  the 
door  he  said,  ^Mudge,  the  old  woman  thinks  she  is  positive  about  those  men,  and  she 
is  very  much  alarmed:  had  you  not  better  see  something  about  itf'  Said  I,  '^Hezzy, 
you  go  and  see  who  tney  are ;  if  they  are  men  who  are  there,  and  you  know  nothinxr 
about  them,  and  they  are  armed,  come  back  and  we  will  go  after  the  damned  rascals.'' 
I  think  that  is  just  about  the  langiAge  I  used.  I  laid  down  and  went  to  sleep  again, 
until  about  an  hour  after  sun,  when  my  little  boy  came  in  and  woke  mo  up  and  told  me 
that  my  breakfast  had  been  waiting  a  good  while  for  me.  I  got  up  aud  ate  my  break- 
fast, and  then  started  for  town,  stul  not  thinking  that  these  men  were  there.  As  I 
went  out  of  the  gate,  going  out  in  the  direction  of  DeKalb,  I  met  this  boy  and  another 
boy  from  Neshoba  county,  whom  I  had  arrested. 

Question,  You  had  arrested  the  boy? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  had  arrested  him,  but  had  released  him  to  stay  at  my  house  until 
the  Neshoba  court  met.  I  met  them  at  the  gate,  and  I  saw  that  this  boy  himself  was  very 
much  excited.  He  said,  "  Judge,  there  are  twenty-five  or  thirty  men  over  there  after 
you."  Said  I,  "  What  in  the  devil  are  they  after  me  for?"  He  said,  " T  do  not  know 
what  they  are  after  you  for."  I  said,  "  Where  are  they  ?  "  Said  he,  "  They  are  gone 
on  in  the  direction  of  DeKalb."  Said  I,  '^Hezzy,  yon  go  by  and  tell  Joe  and  Tom  and 
April  to  get  their  guns  and  come  up  to  town  just  quick  as  they  can." 

Question,  Who  were  they  ? 

Answer,  They  were  colored  men  living  on  my  place.  I  went  back  into  the  house  and 
got  my  gun,  and  then  I  went  to  the  court-house.  I  did  not  go  the  regular  way,  how- 
ever, but  I  went  another  way.  When  I  got  into  town  the  people  were  very  much  ex- 
cited- In  fact,  before  I  got  tnere  I  heard  that  several  notes  had  been  sent  to  my  house ; 
they  went  by  the  big  road,  and  of  course  I  did  not  get  them. 

Question,  Notes  sent  to  you  to  inform  you  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  got  to  town  and  asked  the  people  what  it  mcaut ;  everybody  said 
they  knew  nothing  about  what  it  meant. 

Question,  What  had  they  seen  ? 

Answer,  They  had  seen  these  men ;  they  had  been  in  town,  came  through  there  about 
an  hour  before  day,  some  of  them  said,  going  in  the  direction  of  my  house ;  they  had 
no  idea  where  they  were  going,  and  thought  it  was  a  body  of  soldiers. 

Qif«8tum.  Were  they  on  iiorseback? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  all  on  horseback.  They  said  that  as  they  came  back  they  halted  at 
John  W.  Gully's  grocery  and  got  a  gallon  of  whisky,  and  then  loft  town.  The  first 
boy  they  seized — the  boy  I  had  there  from  Neshoba  County — said  that  they  arrested 
him  about  daylight.  He  was  going  back  to  my  house,  and  they  arrested  him  on  the 
far  end  of  the  line  of  the  town. 

Question,  As  he  was  going  to  your  house  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  asked  him  what  his  name  w^  and  where  he  was  going.  He 
told  them  he  was  going  to  the  house  of  a  man  by  the  name  of  Judge  Chisolm.  They 
asked  if  I  was  not  the  sherifif  of  the  county.  He  said  he  did  not  know  anything  about 
that,  that  he  had  never  been  in  De  Kalb  until  three  days  before  that;  that  a  man  had 
eome  up  to  Colonel  Power's  place,  brought  him  down  there  and  put  him  in  jail,  and 
that  a  man  called  Judge  Chisolm  came  there  and  talked  to  him,  and  then  took  him 
^ut  of  the  jail  and  told  him  to  stay  at  his  house  until  the  court  was  held  at  the  city  of 
^Philadelphia ;  that  he  would  tell  him  when  that  was  and  send  him  up  there.  They 
^ked  him  if  I  did  not  come  that  way  in  coming  to  De  Kalb ;  ho  told  them  I  did.  He 
was  asked  if  I  could  get  to  De  Kalb  by  going  another  way,  and  he  said  not  that  he 
jknew  of.  They  asked  him  what  time  Judge  Chisolm  usually  went  to  De  Kalb,  and  the 
iboy  said  that  generally  about  sun-up,  sometimes  before.  One  of  the  crowd  then  stmck 
him  with  a  stick  and  said,  *'  God  damn  you,  you  are  playing  ofif  on  us ;  you  know  he 
goes  to  tbwn  sometimes  by  this  trail-way."    He  appealed  to  them  and  said  he  had  not 
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been  there  but  three  days,  and  knew  nothing  about  going  to  De  Kalb  by  any  other  road. 
They  j)ropo8ed  to  hang  him  to  make  him  tell,  but  a  man  they  called  the  captain,  he. 
said,  interfered  and  told  them  this  man  might  be  tilling  a  correct  tale,  that  be  might 
have  jnst  come  there  and  might  know  nothing  about  what  was  there  at  all.  When 
this  other  boy  went  out  from  my  house  to  see  who  they  were 

QuesUan,  The  one  yon  sent  out? 

Awncer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  in  the  bushes,  and  he  said  that  when  he  got  within 
twenty  steps  of  them,  while  he  was  not  on  the  lookout  for  them,  and  before  he  saw  or 
knew  anything  about  them,  they  had  np  their  guns  and  pointed  in  his  direction,  and 
told  him  to  come  to  them ;  and,  of  course,  he  went.  They  asked  him  his  name,  and  he 
told  them.  The  first  question,  after  they  asked  his  name,  was  where  I  was,  and  he 
eaid  I  was  sick.  They  asked  him  if  he  did  not  live  with  me,  and  he  said  he  did.  They 
then  said,  '^  How  is  it  he  is  sick  this  morning,  when  he  was  not  sick  last  evening  f  ^' 
The  boy  said  he  knew  I  was  not  sick  the  evening  before,  but  he  had  just  left  me  in 
bed  sick.  They  wanted  to  know  if  I  was  not  gomg  to  De  Kalb ;  he  said  he  did  not 
know  anything  about  that,  that  he  only  knew  I  told  him  I  was  sick,  and  that  he  did 
not  suppose  I  was  going  to  De  Kalb  that  day.  They  were  along  the  road  that  leads  to 
my  house,  about,  fifty  yards  along  on  the  side  of  the  fence.  The  men  took  him  down 
to  the  other  comer,  to  a  crowd  of  men,  and  called  a  man  that  they  called  captain— no 
other  name— who  wa9  in  the  bushes,  and  said  to  him,  ''Here  is  a  boy  that  lives  with 
this  fellow,  the  sheriff;  he  says  he  is  sick."  The  captain  and  this  lieutenant  (the  boy 
eaid  they  called  him  lieutenant,  he  did  not  know  his  name)  went  off  and  talked  a 
few  minutes  together.  He  heard  one  of  them  say,  "What  will  we  do  now!"  The 
lieutenant  said  to  the  captain,  "  We  can  do  nothing  without  going  to  the  house ; "  and 
the  lieutenant  then  said,  "  Well,  I  am  not  going  to  the  house.''  The  captain  said, 
**  Neither  am  I,  by  God."  They  then  called  their  men  np,  sat  these  boys  down  on  a  log, 
and  ordered  them  not  to  tell  one  word  that  had  been  said  to  them  or  they  would  kill 
tbem ;  one  of  them  took  out  a  watch  and  told  them  the  time  of  day,  and  told  them  to 
remain  there  one  hour  as  near  as  they  could  guess ;  said  that  they  were  going  down  to 
Saluda  Creek,  below  town,  and  were  going  to  stay  there  until  Saturday  night,  when 
they  would  come  back  t-o  town.    That  is  what  they  said  to  the  boys. 

Question,  How  far  is  Saluda  Creek  from  town  ? 

Answer.  It  is  one  mile  from  town. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Quistian.  What  day  of  the  week  was  this  ? 

Answer,  That  was  on  the  4th  day  of  November,  I  think  on  Friday. 
Question,  They  were  to  remain  there  until  Saturday  night  ? 

Answer,  They  told  the  boys  they  were  going  to  remain  there  all  the  next  day  until 
night ;  they  did  not  do  it,  though. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  And  then  they  were  coming  back  again  ? 

Answer,  They  said  thfey  were  coming  back  to  town  again.  I  got  up  a  crowd  of  fif 
teen  men,  white  and  colored,  and  followed  them  to  the  Alabama  line,  to  Paineville,  in 
Sumter  County. 

Question,  Was  that  over  the  line  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  followed  them  over  the  line  and  waked  up  a  groceryman,  as  I 
supposed  they  would  stop  there  to  get  a  drink.  He  told  me  that  a*number  of  men  had 
been  through  there,  but  that  none  of  them  stopped  there  only  long  enough  to  get  whisky. 

QuesUon,yfh&a.  did  you  get  to  Paineville  f 

Answer,  About  an  hour  before  day,  bunday  morning. 

Question,  How  far  was  that  from  De  Kalb? 

Answer,  About  thirty  miles. 

Question,  You  did  not  overtake  the  party  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  one  of  them.  I  stopped  where  they  got  dinner,  and  saw  where 
they  had  killed  a  great  many  chickens  and  dogs,  and  one  thing  and  another,  in  Ifhe 
road. 

Question,  That  party  of  men  you  supposed  were  from  Alabama  ? 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  they  were  from  Alabama,  in  my  own  mind. 

QuesUon,  They  were  not  disguised  ? 

Answer,  Ko,  su: ;  hone  of  them  Jiad  on  any  disguise  at  all.  They  were  all  armed ; 
the  people  generally  thought  the  most  of  them  had  double-barreled  guns,  but  there 
might  have  been  other  kind  of  guns.    They  had  guns  and  had  pistols  on  them. 

Question,  They  came  openly  there  f 

Answer,  They  came  through  in  the  night,  but  went  back  there  in  the  day-time. 

Question,  Rode  back  through  the  town  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  rode  back  through  the  town  in  the  day-time.  They  organized  at 
Gainesville,  in  my  county,  so  a  gentleman  there  told  me.  He  said  that  a  crowd  of  men 
left  there  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  that  they  had  been  in  tho  ijwamp  all  the 
day  before. 


252        CONDITION    OF   AFFAIRS   IN  \ THE    SOUTHEEN   STATES. 

Question.  Did  you  leam  anything  about  their  purpose  ? 

Answer.  Nothing,  save  what  I  have  told  you  as  to  their  puq)08e — not  a  thing.  I  will 
say  what  I  told  to  the  people  in  town  when  I  went  among  them  that  morning.  There 
was  a  good  big  crowd  around,  of  course.  I  told  them  these  men  had  come  there  to 
assassinate  me ;  that  they  had  never  seen  me,  knew  nothing  about  me,  but  that  they 
had  come  there  to  murder  me,  and  had  been  brought  there  bv  John  W.  Gully  and 
his  crowd  to  get  me  out  of  the  way.  I  then  said  to  the  crowd:  ^*  I  am  a  man  who 
wants  to  follow  the  law,  but  I  appeal  to  you  and  to  all  men  who  regard  me  as  a  gen- 
tleman to  do  this  one  thing,  wben  I  am  murdered  to  kill  Gully  and  his  whole  crowd." 

Question,  Gully  lives  in  De  Kalb  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Said  I, "  These  men  know  nothing  about  me ;  tbey  are  simply  hired 
to  come  here  and  assassinate  me.'' 

Question,  Did  you  leam  whether  this  crowd  of  men,  when  in  town,  had  any  commn- 
nication  with  anybody  there  f 

Answer,  They  were  into  Gully's  grocery ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  communication  they 
had  with  anybody. 

Question,  They  6topi)ed  at  Gully's  grocery  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  communication  they  had  with  him  yon  do  not  know  t 

Ansioer,  I  do  not  know  anvthing  about  it  at  all.  I  wiU  say,  however,  that  Gully  doeft 
iiut  keep  his  grocery  himselr,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  was  in  his  grocery  at  the  time. 
He  had  been  out  in  the  direction  these  men  came  from  for  three  or  four  days.  To  tell 
you  the  truth,  a  man  who  belongs  to  some  of  their  klans  had  told  me  to  look  out  that 
evening ;  that  is  one  feature  of  the  business.  I  have  been  there  since  I  was  sixteen 
years  old,  and  a  great  many  men  who  do  not  a^ee  with  me  tell  me  a  great  many  things. 

Question,  Who  do  not  agree  with  you  in  politics  t 

Anewer,  Yes,  sir.  I  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  only  I  exorcise  the  right  of  a 
free  man  to  do  what  I  think  is  right.  I  have  not  voted  since  the  surrender,  but  I  exer- 
cise my  privilege  of  saying  what  I  think  is  best  for  us ;  outside  of  that  I  have  nothing 
to  do  with  politics. 

QuesOun,  Are  you  understood  there  to  be  a  republican  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  I  am  regarded  as  a  leader  of  the  radical  party ;  that  is  what  they 
call  me,  while  I  do  not  think  I  am  a  radical  at  all.  I  may  be,  for  men  have  different 
notions  as  to  what  constitutes  a  radical. 

Question,  And  from  some  of  your  personal  friends  of  the  opposite  party  you  had  some 
warning  t 

Anewer,  I  have  a  great  many  personal  friends  in  the  county,  who  have  kuown  me 
always,  and  they  gave  me  this  notice. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  know,  these  men  who  came  from  Alabama  were  strangers  to 
you? 

Answer.  They  were.  I  have  no  idea  I  would  know  one  of  tliem  if  I  were  to  see  him 
now. 

Question,  Had  you  anything  to  do  with  these  men  in  Alabama  f 

Answer,  Not  a  thing  in  the  world.  I  am  not  at  all  afraid  of  the  same  crowd  coming 
back  after  me.  I  have  been  informed  since  then  from  the  same  source,  that  these  men  say 
they  were  entirely  misled  as  to  the  way  things  were  in  my  county ;  that  they  thoa^bt 
the  white  men  were  all  opposed  to  me,  but  when  they  got  there  they  found  more  wmt© 
men  indorsing  me  than  the  man  who  brought  them  there,  and  that  they  did  not  pro- 
pose to  interfere  with  me. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  organization  in  your  county  of  what  i» 
commonly  called  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  I  only  know  from  others ;  I  cannot  speak  from  my  own  personal  knowledge 
at  all.  I  only  know  from  others,  and  I  have  even  learned  something  about  it  since  I 
have  come  here.  One  of  the  prominent  men  belonging  to  the  opposite  party  told  me 
the  evening  before  I  left  home  that  there  was  an  organization  there,  but  ho  told  me 
not  to  use  nis  name.  I  asked  the  question  directly.  Said  I  to  him,  calling  him  by 
name,  "  I  do  not  ask  you  politically  nor  in  any  other  evasive  manner,  but  f  ask  yoa 
to  tell  me  as  an  honest  American  citizen,  if  there  is  not  an  organization  here  in  this 
county  for  the  purpose  of  controlling  elections  and  intimidating  the  colored  vote  and 
the  wnite  vote,  too."  He  told  me  to  come  to  his  oflSce  after  supper,  and  he  would  see 
me  then.  I  went  to  his  office  after  supper,  and  he  told  me  there  was  such  an  organi- 
zation, but  I  am  not  going  to  give  his  name  ;  I  do  not  tell  that  as  testimony ;  I  only 
tell  it  as  he  gave  it  to  me.  At  the  proper  time  he  may  be  before  the  committee,  if 
they  go  down  to  that  State.  Ho  is  a  leading  democrat  in  my  county,  and  from  the 
position  he  occupies  he  ought  to  be  a  leader  of  the  democratic  party  in  the  county. 

Question,  He  said  there  waA  snch  an  organization  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  I  asked  him  what  was  its  object.  Said  he,  "  It  is  to  defeat  the 
radical  party."    That  is  just  his  answer. 

Question.  Which  is  the  largest,  the  white  population  or  the  colored  population,  in 
your  county  ? 
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Answer.  It  is  about  the  same. 

Question,  How  is  it  about  the  voters ;  which  has  the  largest  uumber,  the  whites 
or  the  colored  f 

Answer,  The  voters  are  about  the  same ;  the  registered  vote  stands  about  the  same 
with  regard  to  color. 

Question,  How  did  the  vote  stand  in  the  election :  which  party  has  the  majority  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  we  carried  the  county  by  two  hundred  and  seventy-five,  I  believe, 
on  the  last  vote. 

Question,  A  republican  majority  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-five  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  bulk  of  the  white  men  vote  on  the  democratic  side  7  . 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  And  idl,  or  nearly  all,  of  the  colored  people  vote  the  republican  ticket  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir ;  there  are  a  great  many  colored  men  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 
I  know  several  of  them  who  canvassed  the  county  for  the  democratic  ticket.  Of  coarse, 
they  carried  no  colored  votes  with  them,  because  after  making  their  speeches  they 
would  take  the  crowd  out  and  tell  them  they  were  hired,  and  that  of  course  broke  their 
influence  with  the  colored  vote. 

Question,  Colored  men  made  speeches  on  the  democratic  side  f 

Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  there  were  more  speeches  made  in  my  county  on  the  democratio 
side  than  there  was  on  the  republican  side,  so  far  as  the  colored  men  were  oonoemed. 

Question.  Thev  did  not  inspire  the  colored  people  with  any  great  confidence  in  them? 

Answer,  Ko,  sir;  they  would  tell  them,  after  they  got  them  out,  that  they  were  hired. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Qusstion,  Ton  mean  that  the  colored  speakers  would  tell  them  that  privately? 
Answer,  That  is  what  the  colored  people  told  me.    I  know  they  carried  very  few  of 
them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  ^^reat  bulk  of  the  colored  voters  vote  the  republican  ticket  T 
Answer.  Tes,  sir.  In  my  county  there  are  probably  fifteen  hundred  colored  voters, 
and  I  do  not  suppose  that,  making  a  very  liberal  aUowance,  there  were  fifty  colored 
men  in  the  connty  who  dia  not  vote  the  republican  ticket,  or  have  not  done  it  here- 
tofore, and  I  reckon  they  will  do  it  again.  I  want  them  to  vote  just  as  they  please,  let 
it  be  republican  or  democratio. 

*  Question.  Tou  have  taken  a  very  active  part  against  all  these  demonstrations  of  law- 
lessness? 

Answer.  Well,  yes,  sir,  I  have,  to  the  very  best  of  what  I  thought  was  right,  and  for 
the  good  of  the  people  generally. 

Question.  Tou  have  been  very  active  in  your  office  of  sheriff,  in  trying  to  put  down 
all  lawlessness  f 

*  Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  I  was  just  as  active  before  I  was  appointed.  I  held  no  office 
I  for  a  long  time  on  account  of  my  disabilities,  and  perhaps  I  took  a  greater  part  in  poli- 
tics then  than  now ;  that  is,  in  trying  to  get  the  State  back,  and  to  get  us  all  reconciled 
as  we  once  were  under  the  old  Government. 

%.  ^^uestion.  In  reference  to  this  organization  in  your  county,  do  you  understand  that 
it  is  something  that  has  been  in  existence  for  some  time,  or  is  it  something  new  f 
*  Answer,  Mv  understanding  is,  and  that  is  the  reason  why  I  asked  the  question  of  this 
gentleman,  that  it  was  rather  a  new  thing,  that  it  was  on  a  rather  different  scale  per- 
haps from  the  organizations  of  men  who  bad  been  committing  depredations  there. 
^  Question.  Is  there  any  state  of  alarm,  growing  out  of  these  acts,  among  the  colored 
people? 

-'Answer.  There  is,  and  not  only  among  the  colored  i>eople ;  there  is  a  great  deal  of 
fear  with  the  white  people. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  White  republicans  or  white  democrats  ? 

Answer.  White  republicans.  There  has  not  been  any  democrats  troubled,  in  my 
county  or  in  the  State,  that  1  know  o£ 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Acainst  whom  are  these  acts  of  lawlessness  directed  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  they  are  generally  directed  against  the  men  who  control  the  onpo- 
site  party  to  the  democrats,  particularly  when  the^  have  been  in  my  county,  and,  so 
far  as  my  observation  goes,  when  they  have  been  in  my  State;  they  have  been  so  in 
Lauderdale  county,  and  in  other  counties  adjoining  mine. 

«  Question.  What  do  you  know  about  the  state  of  things  in  the  counties  around  your 
county? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  in  Winston  Connty  these  men  control  and  govern  the  vote,  just 
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exactly  aa  those  men  who  ride  about  at  night  want  them  to ;  there  ia  no  organlzatioB 
there  only  the  democratic  party,  and  they  are  generally  favorable  to  it. 

Question.  What  is  the  county  north  of  yon  f 

Answer*  Winston  County  and  Noxubee  County  i^e  both  north  of  mine ;  they  both 
join  my  county. 

Question,  We  have  had  a  gentlemen  here,  Mr.  Taliaferro ;  does  be  live  in  Noxnbee 
County  T 

Answer,  He  did  live  there,  but  I  do  not  know  where  he  lives  now ;  he  had  a  cousin 
living  in  my  county. 

Question,  What  do  yon  know  about  the  state  of  things  in  Noxubee  County  f 

Answer.  I  know  ver^r  little ;  I  hear  of  a  great  many  men  being  killed  over  there,  but 
I  do  not  know  that  it  is  correct. 

Question.  By  whom  are  they  killed  f 

Answer,  By  men  in  disguise,  in  the  night. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  these  transactions  in  Noxubee,  and  of  many  men  being 
killed  there! 

Answer  Yes,  ^ir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  others  being  whipped  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  so  in  Winston  County  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir;  the  thing  goes  just  as  they  want  it  in  Winston ;  there  is  very 
little  opposition  to  them  in  Winston  County,  they  carry  everything  before  them. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  Lauderdale  County ;  which  way  is  that  £om  you  ? 

Answer,  It  is  south  of  me,  and  adjoining  my  county. 

Qwestion,  Is  the  same  thing  common  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  I  was  in  Meridian  about  three  weeks  ago,  and  staid  there  a  day.  I  talked 
with  some  of  the  most  prominent  men  in  Meridian ;  a  great  many  of  them  came  to  the 
tavern  when  they  heard  I  was  there,  and  we  had  a  good  long  talk  that  night.  The 
general  impression  was  that  the  republican  party,  or  as  it  is  termed  down  there,  the 
radical  party,  would  have  no  ticket  in  that  county  at  all. 

Question,  For  what  reason  T 

Answer,  They  thought  perhaps  it  would  cause  another  riot,  or  something  of  that  sort, 
if  they  had  one.  I  saw  one  of  the  representatives  from  that  county,  Mr.  Moore,  while 
I  was  in  Jackson ;  he  told  me  He  never  expected  to  go  back  to  that  county  any  more ; 
that  he  had  been  advised  if  he  went  back  there  he  would  be  killed. 

Question,  That  county  heretofore  has  given  a  republican  minority  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  went  about  five  hundred  republican  at  the  lafit  election. 

By  Mr.  Bjeck  : 

Question.  Moore  is  the  colored  man  who  was  in  trouble  there  about  that  riot  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  A  member  of  the  legislature  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  It  was  in  Jackson  that  you  saw  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  never  been  back  to  Meridian  since  he  got  out  of  there. 

Question,  Since  the  time  of  the  riot  f  .       ^      ^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  walked  from  Meridian  to  Jackson ;  he  told  me  that  he  was  not 
goin^  back  there.  I  asked  him  what  wae  he  going  to  do  with  his  property  there,  and 
he  said  he  reckoned  he  would  sell  it,  but  he  md  not  know;  he  baa  not  concluded  at 
that  time  what  he  would  do  with  it.  I  asked  him  about  that  because  a  gentlemen 
who  wanted  to  buy  some  property  down  there  told  me  to  ask  him.  I  asked  him  more 
on  that  account  than  anytning  else.  He  said  he  had  not  determined  whether  he  woold 
sell  it  or  not,  but  he  supposed  he  would,  for  he  could  never  go  back  there  to  live. 

Question.  Have  there  been  attempts  to  discover  who  it  was  that  fired  at  this  Captain 
Rush? 

Answer,  There  lias  been  no  attempt,  except  what  I  have  made  myself,  and  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned  I  have  wholly  failed. 

Question,  You  have  not  been  able  to  discover  who  did  it  f 

Answer.  I  tracked  two  men  from  the  church  out  in  the  direction  of  some  young  men's 
houses,  who  lived  out  there ;  but  there  was  nothing  sufficient  for  me  to  have  them  ar- 
rested on,  because  the  tracks  got  into  the  plantation,  and  I  could  not  really  follow 
them. 

Questbm,  In  relation  to  bringing  persons  to  punishment  who  commit  this  kind  of  of- 
fenses, do  you  think  that  fear  of  them  has  any  effect  in  preventing  their  being  dis* 
covered  and  punished  f    Are  the  i>eople  afraid  to  testiify  against  them  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  anything  jabout  that,  only  what  the  men  tell  me 
that  they  know  things  they  would  not  tell  even  to  me. 
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Queatum,  Why  would  they  not  tell  youf 

Answer.  They  said  that  they  were  afraid ;  that  they  had  to  live  there,  they  were 
poor,  and  could  not  afford  to  have  this  class  of  men  opposed  to  them — that  i«,  mad 
with  them. 

Queaiion.  Do  you  believe  it  is  true  that'thev  are  afraid  1 

Anncer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  otherwise,  because  I  know  there  ia 
enough  there  to  make  a  man  very  much  alarmed  about  his  safety,  if  he  does  not  coin- 
cide with  some  persons  there.  I  will  say,  however,  that  1  do  not  think  the  body  of 
men  in  my  county  are  disposed  to  be  lawless  at  all.  I  think  in  m  v  comity  a  large 
majority  of  them  are  opposed  to  an^  lawlessness.  But  the  great  trouble  seems  to  be 
this  with  them :  they  cannot  recognize  the  fact  that  the  only  way  to  put  down  lawless- 
ness is  to  prosecute  those  who  commit  the  offenses.  They  seem  to  rather  choose  to 
take  the  chances  and  go  along  and  have  nothing  to  do  with  it  at  all,  ■v\hile,  in  fact,  I 
know  that  they  do  not  sympathize  with  it. 

Question,  Why  do  you  suppose  it  is  that  so  large  a  body,  whom  you  think  are  really 
opposed  to  it,  will  not  do  anything  about  it? 

Ansvrer.  Well,  sir,  they  are  men  who  have  nothing  to  do  with  politics,  save  to 
vote ;  they  are  generally  farmers,  or  merchants,  who  attend  to  their  daily  avocations. 
There  is  a  terrible  opposition  when  a  man  takes  hold  of  anything  that  is  opposed  to 
any  of  these  outrages  that  are  committed,  and  a  man^s  property,  and  perhaps  his  life, 
may  be  in  danger. 

Question.  They  do  not  want  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  these  lawless  men  ? 

Anstcer,  They  felt  very  diffident  about  taking  hold  of  tliese  things.  They  tell  me 
sometimes,  "  You  are  init ;  they  will  kill  you  anyhow  before  they  quit  you,  and  you 
mnst  go  through  with  it;  but  we  do  not  want  to  got  ourselves  into  any  trouble; 
while  we  sympathize  with  you,  and  believe  really  what  you  believe  is  right,  and  feel 
as  you  feel  about  these  violations  of  the  law,  we  do  not  want  to  commit  ourselves  in 
any  way." 

Question.  They  do  not  want  to  incur  the  displeasure  of  those  men  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  say,  "You  know  what  you  have  suffered  and  endured,  you 
and  your  friends;  and  we  would  have  to  undergo  the  same  thing,  perhaps,  and  not  be 
as  successful  as  you  have  been."  I  will  say  for  the  people  of  my  county  that  they  all 
to  a  man  treat  me  just  as  clever  as  I  want  anybody  m  the  world  to  treat  me ;  I  am  not 
afiraid  to  go  to  their  houses ;  I  am  treated  gentlemanly  and  kindly  by  them,  and  no 
man  would  be  permitted  to  come  into  their  houses,  if  they  could  prevent  it,  and  arrest 
me,  or  treat  me  wrongfully. 

Question.  They  are  personally  friendly  to  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  would  not  want  to  see  anything  done  to  me  that  was  wrong. 

Question.  StUl  they  do  not  want  to  give  you  any  aid  f 

Answer.  They  say  that  they  feel  they  would  not  be  doing  their  families  justice  if 
they  did  so.  I  will  say  further,  however,  that  I  never  have  summoned  anybody  but 
democrats  to  help  me  arrest  anybody.  I  summoned  some  democrats  to  help  me  arrest 
a  man  out  there,  who  had  shot  a  deputy  sheriff  of  mine,  and  the^  went  very  cheerfully 
with  me ;  but  there  was  a  clamor  raised  against  them,  by  this  very  same  crowd  of 
men,  and  the  next  day  we  came  very  near  having  a  general  riot  in  our  town  on  account 
of  it. 

Question.  When  was  it  that  this  deputy  sheriff  was  shot  T 

Answer.  Last  December. 

Q,uesti<m.  What  was  he  trying  to  do  t 

Answer.  He  was  trying  to  arrest  "a  man  in  my  county,  who  had  committed  a  violation 
of  the  law,  a  Mr.  Wilhams.  He  was  not  a  Ka-Klux  at  all ;  it  was  not  a  Ku-Klux 
.  outrage,  or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Qu^ian.  Was  there  opposition  made  to  his  arrest  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  refused  to  be  arrested. 

Question,  And  yon  raised  a  posse  to  arrest  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  my  deputy  came  back  slightly  wounded,  I  raised  a  posse 
and  went  after  him.    I  never  got  iiim,  and  I  have  not  hexurd  of  him  since. 

QuesiUm.  You  say  that  came  near  producing  a  riot  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  when  we  got  back  home  it  was  very  late  at  night.  The  men  who 
went  with  me,  except  one,  were  all  democrats,  young  men  of  the  first  standing  in  my 
town.  News  was  brought  to  them  even  before  they  got  to  town,  that  Mr.  Giuly,  Dr. 
Fox,  and  other  men  in  town,  had  said  that  they  hoped  they  would  get  their  damned 
beads  shot  off  for  going  with  such  a  man  as  me,  a  damned  radical,  to  arrest  a 
gentleman. 

Question.  What  had  that  gentleman  done  T 

Answer.  He  had  insulted  a  lady  of  our  town. 

Question.  You  say  this  came  near  producing  a  riot  there? 

Answer.  It  did.  The  next  day,  about  12  o'clock,  a  boy  came  running  to  my  house  and 
said  that  I  had  .better  go  down  in  town,  that  there  was  going  to  be  a  general  fight. 
When  I  got  thetb  I  found  four  or  five  young  men,  who  went  with  me,  there  with  their 
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double-barreled  guns,  and  other  men  who  were  in  sympathy  with  them.  In  fact,  the 
were  of  the  first  families  of  the  town,  these  yoouff  men  were.  I  asked  them  what  wa 
the  matter.  They  said  they  did  not  intend  to  let  any  man  say  they  were  a  Go 
damned  set  of  low-down  scoundrels  for  going  to  do  what  they  conceived  to  bo  thei 
duty,  to  execute  the  law. 

Question,  Who  was  it  that  was  making  this  fuss  with  them  ? 

Answer,  Gully  and  Dr.  Fox  were  the  leaders  of  the  crowd.  I  told  them  that  w 
must  have  quiet  and  peace  there,  but  that  if  anybody  had  insulted  them  and  had  don 
anything  wrong  to  them,  said  I,  ^'  I  will  fight  notwithstanding  I  am  sheriff;  I  am  n<y 
sheriff  enough  to  have  you  run  over  at  ail."  When  Dr.  Fox  saw  that  I  was  in  town 
and  a  big  crowd  coming  around  me — a  man  brought  me  a  double-barreled  shot  gnn-^ 
Fox  put  iiis  head  out  of  the  den  they  stayed  in  and  said,  **  It  is  a  damned  infernal  11^ 
none  of  us  said  anything  about  you,  or  any  of  those  men  who  went  with  you  yesterday] 
and  these  boys  are  gettmg  a  stir  up  in  this  town  for  nothing."  Said  I,  "  Fox,  while  1 
have  my  own  opinion  as  to  what  yon  said,  come  out  here  and  declare  that  pablidr 
and  all  will  be  right."  He  came  out  and  said,  ^*  The  man  who  said  I  said  anythiii£ 
about  you,  or  the  men  who  went  with  yon  yesterday,  tells  a  damned  infernal  lie. 
Said  I,  *^  That  is  satisfactory,  boys ;  it  does  not  make  any  difference  as  to  what  anybodj" 
may  tell  you  now,  they  ma^  go  to  him  now."  And  then  Gully  wrote  a  note  Btatio^ 
that  he  had  not  said  anything  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Is  Gully  the  man  who  keeps  the  grocery  store  T  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool :  I 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Rn^  shot  at  because  of  what  was  gding  on  at  the  jail,  in  yovr 
judgment  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  had  no  connection  with  it  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  it  had  nothing  to  do  with  that ;  at  least  I  do  not  think  it  hsuS^  d 
course  I  only  speak  from  my  beuef  about  it. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Dr.  Fox  putting  his  head  out  of  what  you  called  the  d£n; 
what  do  you  mean  by  "  den  T" 

Answer,  It  is  the  place  where  these  men  generally  congregate,  the  back  room  of  this 
man  Gully's  store. 

Question,  You  say  you  have  heard  of  disguised  men  riding  about,  showing  themaelres 
at  night  in  that  county  f  • 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  them ;  I  have  never  seen  them. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  them  repeatedlv  t 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  a  great  deal  of  talk  about  it,  aa  I  stated  in  the  beguming 
of  my  examination,  since  the  State  was  received  back  into  the  Union. 

Qwestum,  Have  any  colored  men  been  whipped  in  that  county  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  have  come  to  me  and  said  they  were  whip- 
X>ed  by  disguised  men. 

QuesUon,  What  did  they  tell  yon  about  it  ? 

Answer,  They  said  the  men  came  to  their  houses,  took  them  out  and  whipped  them. 

Question,  At  night  f 

Answer,  At  night. 

Question,  How  many  such  cases  do  you  suppose  have  occurred  in  the  county  within 
the  last  two  years  ? 

Answer,  Only  about  throe  or  four  cases  of  whipping  in  my  county ;  four,  I  think,  to 
my  recollection. 

Question,  What  sort  of  colored  men  did  they  whip ;  were  they  leaders  among  the 
colored  people  f 

^  Answer,  All  except  one  of  them  were  regarded  as  very  good  colored  men ;  one  of  them 
was  said  to  be  a  rascal. 

Question,  Were  they  men  who  took  much  part  in  politics  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  was  a  very  active  man,  the  first  they  whipped ;  they 
whipped  him  very  severely ;  his  name  was  Henry  Greyer. 

Question.  Did  they  tell  him  what  they  whipped  him  for  T 

Answer,  Because  he  went  around  with  the  God  damned  radicals;  t>hey  said  that, 
God  damn  him,  they  would  let  him  know  they  controlled  that  country,  and  not  his 
sort.    That  is  what  he  told  me ;  now  of  course  I  di^  not  hear  the  conversation. 

Question,  Was  anything  said  to  the  other  colored  men  who  were  whipped? 

Answer.  Only  one  other  colored  man  told  me  that  they  said  anything  to  him  on  tbo 
ground  of  politics.  While  they  were  whipping  him,  they  aaked  him  what  the  radicals 
nad  ever  done  for  him,  how  much  money  they  had  ever  given  him,  or  how  much  meat 
|and  bread  they  had  ever  given  him,  and  why  it  was  that  he  was  damned  fool  enoogt 
to  be  controlled  by  the  radical  party. 
'  Question,  Have  any  white  men  been  whipped  in  that  county  t 
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Amwer,  One,  but  not  within  two  years ;  that  was  more  than  two  yeaiB  ago. 

Question,  Who  was  he? 

Aunper.  Thomas  W.  Adams. 

QufttUm,  Was  he  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer,  My  onderstancfing  was  that  they  were  in  disguise. 

Qumtim,  What  did  they  whip  him  for  f 

Amwer,  I  am  not  able  to  answer  the  question  as  to  what  they  whipped  him  for. 

QuatwiL  Did  you  learn  what  thev  said  to  him  when  they  did  whip  him  f 

Annotr,  I  think  his  tale  is  that  tney  told  him  he  was  clerk  of  that  damned^  intomal 
ligger  convention,  and  that  they  thoueht  they  would  give  him  a  little  whipping  to 
Hake  him  be  like  a  nigcer,  in  fact,  as  he  wanted  to  go  with  them,  that  they  would 
earn  him  how  to  take  alash  like  a  nigger. 

(^(tUon.  He  was  clerk  of  a  negro  convention  t 

Antwer.  He  was  deputy  clerk,  or  something  of  that  sort,  of  the  constitutional  con- 
rentioD  that  we  had  there.    I  suppose  that  was  what  they  alluded  to. 

Quetdon,  You  mean  the  convention  that  framed  the  constitution  t 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

QnesHon.  Ho  was  clerk  of  that  convention  f 

Jff9ir€r.  I  believe  he  was  deputy  clerk ;  possibly  it  might  have  been  clerk. 

Question,  That  was  a  regular  convention  t 

Answer,  It  was  the  regmar  convention  that  framed  the  constitution  under  which  the 
Stftte  cow  is. 

Question,  Was  it  soon  after  he  returned  home  from  the  convention  f 

Answer.  It  was  some  time  after  he  came  home ;  it  was  after  the  first  vote  was  taken 
»D  the  constitution^  and  the  constitution  defeated. 

Question,  Where  is  he  now  f 

Ansvcer,  Living  in  the  county,  at  the  same  place. 

(iuestion.  Did  he  ever  find  out  who  whipped  himf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  ever  found  out  who  whipped  him.  He  had  an  idea 
sf  who  they  were,  and  reported  some  y oun^  men  to  the  military,  and  they  have  left 
the coantry^and  have  not  been  back  there  since. 

Question,  What  standing  had  those  youuff  men  t 

Answer,  They  were  men  of  ordinary  stanoing  in  the  community.  One  of  them  was  a 
^tor^s  son,  and  another  was  the  son  of  a  gentleman  once  in  very  good  circumstaQces 
there. 

Question,  Is  there  less  of  that  riding  around  in  disguise  and  whipping  people  in  youi 
eouDty  than  in  other  counties  t 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question,  To  what  do  you  attribute  that  ? 

Answer,  I  think  it  is  to  the  terrible  opposition  that  my  people  have  against  anything 
of  the  sort,  democrats  and  all.  Everybody  knows  that  so  far  as  my  town  is  conoeroed, 
save  these  four  men — this  man  GuUy,  his  son,  his  grocery-keeper^  and  another  gentle- 
Bum  there — all  the  people  in  my  town  are  opposed  to  anything  of  that  sort. 

Qwstion,  Do  you  think  those  men  who  ride  in  disguise  and  do  these  whippings  oome 
&om  an  adjoining  county  t 

Amssmt,  No,  sir ;  I  think  the  most  of  the  whippings  that  was  done  was  done  by  men 
in  the  county.  I  think  that  the  gang  or  crowa  of  them  was  sreatly  broken,  but  1 
think  tbey  are  reorganizing  now.    That  is  tho  understanding  with  me. 

Question,  Broken  up  by  vour  exertions  f 

Answer,  Broken  up  by  tne  military ;  I  reported  them. 

Qnetiion,  Did  the  mihtary  go  down  there  and  interfere  with  them  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  They  captured  lots  of  them ;  I  went  with  them  myself  and  pointed  tJiem  out 

QnesHon,  You  think  that  stopped  them  ? 

Answer,  1  think  so ;  they  have  not  done  a  great  deal  since. 

Qustion,  Previous  to  that  time  they  were  going  about  whipping  f 

Antsser,  They  were  terrible. 

Qfiestion.  What  did  they  do  previous  to  that  timef 

Answer,  They  killed  about  six  men,  and  regularly  every  week  they  whipped  one  or 
two  in  the  county  somewhere. 

Question,  White  men  t 

^[Mwer.  No,  sir,  they  never  killed  a  white  man  in  that  county. 

Que^ion,  They  killed  negroes? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesiioiL  And  whipped  negroes  T 

Annser,  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion,  One  or  two  a  week  ? 

^»swtr.  Yes,  sir. 


ByMr.BBCK: 
O»««oii.  When  was  that  T 
Answv,  Over  two  years  ago,  when  the  military  had  controL 

17  m 
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By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  The  military  went  in  there  and  got  some  of  thorn  f 

Anawer,  Yes,  sir ;  since  that  they  have  been  tolerably  quiet,  except  the  men  froa 
Alabama,  and  at  Colonel  Powers's  plantation. 

QneBtion.  Have  you  an  idea  that  these  men  have  stopped  this  on  that  account  f 

Answer.  I  have  talked  to  them  since  they  were  released.  They  said  that  some  meo 
had  told  them  a  sreat  many  thincs,  but  did  not  do  them  much  good  when  they  were  in 
the  clutches  of  the  military,  but  let  them  suffer  there ;  and  they  were  now  in  favor  of 
lettiDff  the  thing  go,  and  allowing  the  ne^oes  or  anybody  to  control  that  wanted  to; 
that  they  did  not  want  to  get  themselves  into  trouble  again. 

Qutsiion,  They  said  that  men  had  promised  to  defend  them,  and  had  not  done  it  f 

Answer.  They  did  not  say  that.  They  said  that  men  had  told  them  a  great  many 
things  that  they  had  failed  to  comply  with  when  they  were  arrested  j  that  the  leaders 
and  the  men  who  had  got  them  into  it  were  at  home  all  the  time,  hskd  kept  their  owe 
necks  out  of  the  halter,  while  they  suffered. 

Qitesfion.  Did  they  name  who  those  leaders  were  t 

Answer.  Some  of  them  told  me  some  of  the  names. 

Question.  What  names  did  they  giveT 

AnswiV.  Mr.  Gully  was  one. 

Question.  He  was  one  that  had  got  them  into  it  t 

Answer.  That  he  advised  them  to  break  up  this  negro  party. 

Question.  What  other  man  did  they  name? 

Answer.  They  said  that  D^*.  Fox  spoke  rather  favorably  of  it. 

Question.  Did  they  mention  any  others  f 

Ansicer.  Yes ;  they  named  others. 

Question.  Were  those  they  named  aJl  democrats  ? 

Answer.  They  were  all  democrats. 

Question.  Were  they  leadin;;^  democrats  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  Well,  they  think  they  are ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  are  or  not. 

Question.  Have  you  over  known  a  democrat  in  the  county  to  be  attacked  by  these 
disguised  men  f 

Ansujer.  I  have  never  known  a  democrat  to  be  attacked  by  them  anywhere  in  the 
world,  or  interfered  with,  except  in  broad  open  day.  There  was  a  very  proDoineDt 
democrat  in  my  town  who  was  killed,  but  he  was  killed  in  open  day. 

Question.  Not  by  disguised  men  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  never  known  one  interfered  with  in  your  county  by  these  dis- 
guised men  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Or  in  any  other  county  t 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Do  those  men  fear  any  attack  ftt>m  disffuised  men  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  they  do ;  I  suppose  they  think  they  are  like  on  a  bed  of  flowers. 
I  do  not  know  whether  these  men  now  know  whether  they  are  republicans  or  dem- 
ocrats, so  far  as  that  is  concerned.  I  have  been  very  much  impressed  with  the  idea 
^at  the  regular  Kn-Klux  are  broken  up  in  my  county. 

Questiod.  Broken  up  by  the  military  f 

Ansu)€r.  Yes,  sir;  tnat  was  my  id  da,  until  this  gentleman  said  what  he  did  to  me. 
Well,  since  I  came  here  this  man  «  kJaferro  told  me  that  it  was  a  different  organisa- 
tion going  on  in  my  county  now ;  that  it  was  an  organization  all  over  the  North,  as 
well  as  the  South.    I  do  not  know  that  he  knew  anything  about  it. 

Question.  You  mean  they  were  reorganizing  f 

Ansu>er.  No,  sir :  he  said  this  organization  now  was  not  upon  the  eamo  plan  that  the 
Ku-Klux  wore :  that  it  was  a  political  organization ;  that  is  whait  ho  told  me. 

Question.  Did  he  give  you  the  name  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  it  was  called  **  Seventy-Six."  I  asked  him  who  was 
the  head -center  of  it,  and  he  said  that  ho  thought  that  Frank  Blair  was ;  I  know  notb- 
ing  about  it  myself;  I  am  only  telling  you  what  Taliaferro  told  me  since  I  have  eoise 
here.  And  I  felt  very  much  relieved  by  what  he  told  me.  I  think  may  be  this  orgai|- 
ization  going  on  there  is  such  an  organization ;  I  care  nothing  about  mi  organization  il 
it  is  not  lawless ;  let  them  organize  and  elect  their  men  if  they  can. 

Question.  He  said  the  *•'  Seventy-Six "  organization  was  not  for  the  purpose  of  vio- 
lence at  all  T 

Answer.  That  is  what  he  told  me ;  that  it  was  not  for  anything  except  to  have  tbe 
democratic  party  thoroughly  organized  to  carry  the  elections.  I  told  him  that  was  t^ 
right  enougn. 

Q,uestion.  He  said  it  was  entirely  different  from  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  He  said  it  was,  and  I  am  disposed  to  think  that  may  be  that  is  what  is  going 
on  there  now,  if  he  is  correct. 

Question,  That  may  be  what  that  man  referred  to  when  you  went  into  his  office. 
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Answer,  It  may  be. 

QiteBiion.  And  you  feel  relieved  that  it  is  such  an  organization  f 

Answer,  I  do,  becausef'I  would  rather  contend  agiunst  anything  else  than  the  Eu- 
Klnx,  as  tbev  come  at  your  house  when  you  are  not  expecting  them.  I  am  perfectly 
willing  for  tnem  to  organize  for  political  purposes ;  if  they  will  say  they  are  not  going 
to  interfere  with  anytody  unlawfully  or  wrongfully,  I  care  nothing  about  the  organ- 
ization, while  I  may  have  my  opinions  as  to  political  organizations. 

Question.  Have  any  of  the  negroes  in  your  county  who  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
been  disturbed  by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Not  a  single  one  that  I  know  of. 

Qifesh'ofi.  Is  there  a  general  feeling,  amounting  to  an  understanding,  on  the  part  of 
all  classes  of  citizens,  that  if  a  republican  should  change  his  politics  be  will  be  safe? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  has  been  told  me  that  I  would ;  I  do  not  know  what  is  the  gen- 
eral feeling  there;  but  it  has  been  told  me  that  if  I  would  just  not  say  a  word,  tnat 
ira«  the  proposition  made  to  me,  th%t  if  I  would  just  sit  in  my  office  and  say  nothicsg, 
all  wonld  be  right,  that  I  could  hold  any  position  I  wanted. 

Qwsiion,  Who  is  the  most  active  republican  colored  man  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  The  most  active  republican  in  my  county  is  Bill  Nave.  , 

Question.  Is  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  lives  on  the  eastern  border  of  my  county,  and  is  a  man  of  some 
education. 

Question.  Does  he  apprehend  any  danger  f 

Answer.  I  saw  him  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  he  told  me  that  he  had  slipped  off  and 
got  to  1/e  Kalb  then,  that  he  had  started  for  De  Kalb  twice  and  had  beez.  in^rmpted. 

Ques^on.  Interrupted  by  whom  f 

Answer.  By  men ;  he  said  they  were  covered  up,  and  he  ran  back. 

Question.  Does  he  feel  under  any  apprehension  T 

Answer.  He  says  he  is  very  apprehensive,  and  does  not  propose  to  take  any  part  in 
politics,  as  be  says  in  a  little  paper  down  there. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  paper  t 

Answer.  It  is  a  democratic  paper.  At  least,  he  resigned  the  office  of  magistrate,  and 
be  told  roe  that  is  what  be  resigned  it  for. 

Question.  Did  he  make  a  publication  in  the  paper f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  the  piece  stated  that  he  wanted  some  whitft  man  ai^[M>inted, 
ho  told  me  that  is  what  he  did  it  for. 

Question.  He  said  that  he  is  done  meddling  with  politics  f 

Answer.  No,  he  did  not  say  in  the  article  in  the  paper  anything  about  that.  The 
article  says  this :  That  William  Nave  has  sent  in  his  resignation ;  it  is  supposed  that 
the  radical  judge  will  have  some  other  negro  appointed,  but  William  Nave  says  he 
wants  a  white  man  appointed ;  that  politics  does  not  suit  him,  aud  that  he  is  gomg  to 
have  nothing  more  to  do  with  politics. 

Question,  bid  WiUiam  Nave  say  he  authorized  that  statement  to  be  made? 

Answer.  Ue  says  he  never  authorized  it,  but  that  he  told  them  he  resigned  becanse 
he  was  apprehensive  he  might  get  into  trouble,  and  that  he  thought  it  was  best  for 
him  not  to  be  magistrate  in  the  present  state  of  feeling  there  with  those  white  people; 
that  if  there  was  a  case  came  up  before  him,  they  would  say,  '*  Damn  it,  we  will  lubve 
nothing  to  do  with  a  damned  nigger,"  and  that  they  would  d  >t  be  tried  before  him. 
He  told  me  on  the  4th  of  July  that  he  thought  for  his  safety  he  would  resign — that  it 
would  be  better  for  himself  and  his  family  lor  him  to  resign  tho  office. 

Question.  I  understood  you  to  say  that  he  told  yon  he  was  dou^i  with  politics? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  say  that.  I  said  the  paper  stated  that ;  but  he  did  not  tell  me 
that.  He  told  me  that  he  was  fearfnl  to  have  anything  to  do  with  politics  in  the 
coming  canvass,  unless  he  had  some  protection.  I  said  to  him,  "  Why,  you  certainly 
cap  protect  youi*selves;  there  are  about  three  colored  men  to  one  white  man.''  Be 
said  that  it  was  not  like  white  man  against  white  man.  I  told  him  that  I  knew  that 
^as  the  fact.  He  said  if  he  could  stay  in  De  Kalb  it  would  be  all  right ;  that 
^cy  wonld  not  trouble  him  there ;  that  they  were  afraid  of  the  democrats  there,  and 
■would  not  come  there.  I  recommended  a  white  man  to  Governor  Alcorn,  a  very  olevei" 
inan,  and  one  who  tells  me  a  heap  of  things  iu  that  country. 

Option.  Suppose  this  colored  man,  Nave,  was  to  change  his  politics,  aud  declare 
himself  in  favor  of  the  democratic  party,  do  you  think  he  wonld  be  safe  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  would  be  perfectly  safe,  entirely  and  clearly  safe. 

Qmtkn.  If  he  would  do  that  f 

Answer.  He  would  be  entirely,  clearly,  and  positively  safe,  becanse  the  colored  met* 
have  Dot  bothered  any  white  man.    While  they  are  a  little  high-strung  among  them 
T^k^  when  a  colored  man  says  he  is  a  democrat,  yet  they  have  not  touched  any  maf 
^ne  should  change  to  be  a  democrat,  no  white  republican  wonld  say  anything  to  him. 

Qftfistifm.  Would  this  colored  man  be  safe  trora  the  Kii-Klux  if  he  changed  f 

Answer.  He  certainly  would ;  there  is  no  doubt  about  that  iu  my  mind.  "^ 

Option.  Could  any  oliier  colored  man  in  your  county  purchase  his  safety  in  the. 
■anaewayf 
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-  Answer,  I  think  every  single  man  in  the  county  coald  be,  perfectly  safe  and  secure, 
-no  far  as  the  Ku-Klux  ia  concerned,  by  being  a  democrat. 

Question.  You  say  the  colored  men  are  a  little  high-strung  on  men  of  their  own  color 
vho  vote  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer.  They  oxe,  but  they  have  uever  touched  one. 

Qtiesiion,  Yon  have  heard  of  their  abusing  colored  men  by  words  T 

Answer.  They  have. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  colored  man  abusing  a  white  man  for  voting  the 
lieniocratic  ticket  T 

Answer.  Never  in  my  life. 

Question.  They  do  not  attempt  to  Ku-Klux  white  men  for  voting  the  democratic 
ticket  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  been  slaves  until  very  recently,  and  they  are  not  like 
men  who  have  been  free  always,  not  by  a  great  deal.  Unless  they  have  some  men  to 
tell  tbem  how  to  go  on,  they  do  not  know  how  to  resist  white  men ;  that  is  the  trouble 
»)*<#ut  the  matter. 

Question.  Is  that  the  reason  why  the  Ku-Klnx  can  do  what  they  do  with  impunity? 

Anewer,  I  do  not  think  they  do. 

QuesUon.  If  you  had  as  many  white  men  republicans 

Answer.  If  I  had  as  many  white  republican  men  in  that  county  as  there  are  demo- 
cratic white  men  in  the  county,  they  would  not  touch  a  republican.  They  have  not 
done  it  any  way,  except  the  men  I  have  told  you  of,  and  they  shot  Rush. 

Question.  You  think  these  Ku-Klux  operate  altogether  upon  the  opposite  party  f 

Answer,  I  can  look  at  it  in  no  other  light,  from  tiie  faict  that  nobody  upon  the  demo- 
cratic side  has  been  interfered  with  by  them.  I  asked  the  question  in  Meridian  and 
Jackson.  I  asked  men  there  to  tell  me  of  the  first  single  democrat  in  the  State  inter- 
fered with  by  the  Ku-Klux.  I  have  not  heard  of  a  single  one.  Well,  then,  taking  it 
for  granted  that  there  must  surely  be  something  in  it,  I  suppose  they  do  it  for  the 
puri>ose  of  controlling  the  vote. 

Question.  How  do  people  regard  it  generally  down  there  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  man  in  my  town,  not  a  single  man,  but  what 
regards  it  just  in  that  light. 

QuestUm.  Do  the  democrats  in  your  town  regard  it  so  f 

Answer.  They  tell  me  so.  I  only  know  what  they  tell  me,  and  the  democrats  there 
talk  very  freely  to  me. 

Question.  They  do  not  deny  that  it  is  political  f 

Answer,  They  do  not  indorse  it — never  did. 

Question,  But  they  do  not  deny  it  is  political  f 

Answer.  They  say  that  is  what  it  is  for — ^to  put  the  democratic  party  in  power. 

Question.  That  is  well  understood  where  the  operations  are  going  on  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Have  you  any  colored  preachers  in  your  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  colored  preacher  there,  at  least  he  lives  there ;  he  is  sent 
there  on  a  circuit,  I  believe  they  call  it ;  his  headquarters  is  in  my  town. 

Question,  Has  any  demonstration  been  made  against  him  t 

Answer.  None  at  all.  I  do  not  know  what  his  politics  are.  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  is  a  republican  or  a  democrat.  He  comes  to  my  office  very  frequently ;  but  I  saj 
nothing  to  him  about  politics. 

Question.  Have  any  churches  been  burned  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  Two  churches ;  but  I  do  not  know  whether  politics  had  anything  to  do 
with  it. 

Question,  Were  they  churches  where  colored  people  worshiped  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  your  county  were  those  churches  f 

Answer,  In  the  northeastern  comer  of  the  county. 

Question,  Yon  have  not  had  any  schools  established  in  your  county  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir;  we  have  schools  in  our  county. 

Question,  Colored  schools  t 

Answer,  Yes. 

Qu^^4m,  Have  any  colored  school-houses  been  burned  t  ' 

Anewer,  A  couple;  that  is,  I  mean  since  the  State  has  come  back  into  the  Union;  I 
do  not  mean  becbre  that.  I  will  state  this,  however :  I  had  a  circular  from  Qovernor 
Alcorn,  requesting  me  to  give  him  information  as  to  all  these  things.  I  sent  for  thf 
.teachers  of  these  colored  schools,  who  were  both  southern  white  men,  to  give  me  «I1 
the  information  they  could  as  to  the  burning  of  those  colored  school^honsee.  They 
both  told  roe  that  they  thought  one  individual,  from  Alabama,  had  come  across  tb« 
line  and  burned  them  ;  that  tney  did  not  think  the  citizens  in  the  immediate  nei^* 
borhood  iudor8ed  it,  because  they  furnished  houses  for  them  to  commence  teaching 
again. 

•  Qu^estion,  Have  you  heard  of  any  church  occupied  by  white  people  in  your  county 
being  burned? 
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Answer.  Not  one. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  ol  any  school-hoose  being  bnmed  where  white  childrto 
were  tanght  f 

Anstoer.  Not  one,  that  I  know  of.  I  saw  a  letter  to  one  man  who  was  teaching  a 
colored  school,  purporting  to  be  fh)m  the  Ku-Klox. 

QuesHan.  Wnat  aid  that  letter  say  T 

Answer.  It  went  on  to  tell  him,  if  he  did  not  qnit  teaching,  what  they  were  going  to 
do  with  him:  that  is,  if  be  did  not  qnit  teacbing^  that  n^^  schooL 

Question.  What  did  they  say  they  would  do  with  him  T 

Answer.  Take  him  out  and  give  him  a  whipping. 

Question.  Has  any  other  teacher  been  tbreaten^l  t 

Answet.  No  other  in  the  county,  that  I  know  of. 

Questwn.  How  have  the  colored  people  in  the  county  behaved  themselves  since  the 
wart 

Answer.  As  well  as  any  set  of  men  in  the  world  just  turned  loose  could  possibly 
behave.  I  think  they  have  behaved  better  in  my  count v  than  in  most  of  the  counties. 
There  was  a  good  big  meeting  of  the  colored  people  on  the  4th  of  July,  and  there  were 
a  great  many  white  men  there  in  town.  I  askM  them  publicly  to  point  out  one  sin- 
gle violation  of  law  that  a  colored  man  had  committed  in  the  county  since  the  sur- 
render, unless  it  was  to  steal  something,  as  some  of  the  white  men  have  done  occa- 
fiionidly. 

Question.  You  mean  petty  thefts  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    And  no  man  said  that  he  knew  .of  anything. 

Question.  You  say  the  colored  men  have  behaved  remarkably  well  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  my  Judgment  better,  perhaps,  than  in  most  other  counties. 

Question.  Is  that  the  genersQ  impression  among  ^(eople  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  I  think  so;  f  think  the  white  people  in  my  county  are  very  well  pleased 
with  their  behavior. 

Question.  Have  jou  heard  expressions  from  the  democrats  there  to  that  effect  f 

Answer.  I  have  in  my  town.  I  heard  old  Tommy  Davis,  who  is  regarded  as  a  leading 
democrat  there,  say  so  a  few  days  before  I  came  from  home.  He  came  into  my  office 
and  asked  me  what  I  psoposed  to  do  at  the  next  election,  and  I  did  not  give  him  any 
positive  answer.  He  remarked,  "  I  would  like  very  well  to  have  you  do  something  to 
stay  in  the  county ;  I  have  known  you  ever  since  you  were  a  boy :  and  the  people  of 
tins  county,  while  they  do  not  like  your  politics^  think  you  are  honest  in  whac  you 
profess;  the  colored  people  of  this  county  have  been  remarkably  good;  they  commit 
no  violations  of  law,  and  they  want  to  be  religious,  and  some  of  them  are  trying  to  get 
an  education  ;  and  I  would  liKe  very  well  to  have  you  do  something  to  stay  m  this 
county.''  That  is  what  he  remarked  to  me.  I  then  remarked  to  him  that  I  expected 
I  would  stay  there ;  that  I  had  a  great  deal  of  real  estate  in  the  town ;  I  told  him  that 
all  I  had  was  there  in  the  county,  that  my  friends  were  all  there,  and  that  I  had  noth- 
ing to  say  Agninst  the  people  of  Kemper.   • 

Question.  Did  he  express  any  apprehension  that  you  were  about  to  leave  the  county 
on  account  of  fear  of  these  men  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  think  that,  heariuff  I  had  been  summoned  to  come  here,  he 
^ouffht  I  would  make  arrangements  white  I  was  here  to  leave  the  State.  Several  had 
asked  me  if  I  intended  to  m&e  arrangements  to  leave  the  State  while  I  was  gone. 

Question.  Did  they  intimate  that  they  thought  your  being  summoned  here  woul^ 
make  it  dangerous  for  you  to  return  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  yes. 

Question.  That  because  you  were  summoned  here  it  might  be  necessary  for  you  to 
remain  awa^  from  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  A  man  in  office  there,  of  as  much  respectability  as  any  man  in  the 
State,  a  democrat  in  the  circuit  clerk's  office  there,  told  me  when  Ileft the  court-house 
—he  put  his  head  out  of  the  window  and  spoke  as  if  he  did  not  want  others  to  hear 
him— he  told  me  to  be  very  cautious  while  I  was  gone,  and  to  be  very  particular  in 
coming  back  home.  This  was  his  repiark  precisely :  ''  There  are  bad  men  in  this  county 
who  would  fteelv  give  $5,000  to  see  your  head  off  to-day."  Ho  probably  did  not  want 
what  he  said  to  be  heard. 

Question,  You  consider  him  friendly  to  you  T 

Answer.  I  consider  him  as  an  intimate  friend  to  me  personally,  not  politically. 

Question.  You  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  for  the  purpose  of  keeping  you 
^m  coming  here  ? 

Ansxoer.  No,  sir,  not  at  all,  because  he  was  rather  anxious  to  come  with  me,  and  if  he 
had  bad  money  enough  he  would  have  come.  He  is  the  clerk  there,  a  son  of  old  Dr. 
Chamberlain,  of  our  county.  Old  Dr.  Chamberlain  is  not  a  democrat,  but  his  son  is, 
and  he  was  appointed  by  my  recommendation  ;  and  he  would  be  elected  if  my  vote 
would  elect  him,  notwithstanding  he  is  a  democrat,  for  he  is  a  good,  true  man. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  anything  of  these  disguised  men  in  your  county  before 
the  wart 
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Answer,  No,  sir. 

*  Question,  You  never  heard  of  any  crimes  committed  by  disguised  bands  in  the  night, 
of  that  kind,  before  the  war  f 

Answer,  No,  eir ;  I  never  h  card  of  t ncbthing  before  the  war. 

Qiiestion,  It  is  something  taat  has  been  gotten  up  since  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  tne  sort  in  my  section  of  the  coontry  before 
the  war. 

Question,  Did  it  occur  before  the  negiioes  were  allowed  to  vote  ? 

Answer,  These  whippings  ?  No,  sir ;  a  negro  was  never  whipped  in  my  county  in 
this  way  before  they  were  allowed  to  vote. 

Question,  It  has  been  gotten  up  since  they  were  admitted  to  the  ballot-box  f 

Answer,  lu  my  connty  it  has ;  I  do  not  know  about  the  rest  of  the  South.  There  was 
not  a  negro  touched  in  theconuty  before  they  went  to  the  ballot-box,  except  in  the 
ordinary  way — to  put  them  in  jail  as  you  would  a  white  man  if  he  had  done  anything. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  the  Ku-Klux  until  the  negroes  were  admitted  to  thfi 
baUot-box  t 

Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  not  until  the  first  election  was  over. 

Question,  In  that  election  the^  voted  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  the  most  of  them  did ;  a  few  did  not. 

QuestUm.  The  Ku-Ktux  started  after  that  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  understanding. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Who  is  this  man  Gully  7 

Answer,  He  is  a  great,  big  southern  buUy. 

Questixm.  You  have  had  some  quarrel  with  him,  have  you  not  t 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  certainly  I  have. 

Queistion,  I  thought  so,  from  the  way  you  brought  him  in  on  all  occasions.  What 
have  you  quarreled  about? 

Answer,  Well,  he  is  regarded  as  the  leader  of  the  crowd  that  comes  to  my  town.  Mr. 
Taliaferro  told  me  that  he  was  the  president  of  the  shebang — the  high  priest  of  the 
concern  in  my  county. 

QucsUon,  Is  that  what  you  and  he  quarreled  about  particularly  f 

Answer,  I  never  knew  anything  else  for  us  to  quarrel  about. 

Question,  Was  it  not  about  some  matters  of  a  note  or  a  forgery  matter  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  that  had  uothing  to  do  with  it ;  we  were  quarreling  before  that 
came  up ;  we  had  had  one  or  two  rows  before  that  thing  ever  came  up. 

Question,  You  had  a  row  before  that  thing  came  up  f 

Answer  O,  yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  That  only  made  it  worse  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  so ;  but  I  do  not  know  that  it  did ;  it  did  not  amount  to  anything 
that  I  know  of.  There  never  has  been  the  scratch  of  a  pen  against  me  in  the  county, 
if  that  is  what  you  want  to  get  at,  and  there  has  been  everything,  from  rajie  down, 
against  him. 

Question,  What  was  this  allegation  which  he  made  about  you  f 

Answer,  He  made  a  charge  against  me  there,  after  we  had  split,  that  I  was  trying  to 
fix  up  for  Moseley,  of  Lauderdale,  to  get  some  Government  cotton. 
'  Question.  That  you  were  trying  to  fix  up  to  get  some  Government  cotton  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  From  whom  f 

Answer,  From  the  Grovernment. 

Question,  How  did  he  say  you  were  trying  to  do  that  f 

Answer.  He  said  that  the  man  who  was  on  the  affidavit  never  made  the  affldarit 
He  never  said  that,  however,  until  after  the  man  died,  you  understand. 

Question,  Was  that  all  that  he  said  ? 

Answer,  The  God  of  Israel  only  knows  what  he  said  ;  I  do  not  know  anything  aboot 
that;  that  is  what  I  heard  him  say.  I  know  the  courts  never  bothered  me  about  it 
If  there  is  a  scratch  of  a  pen  against  me  in  the  ccfurts  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  it, 
and  I  have  l>een  there  since  I  was  sixteen  years  old. 

Question,  You  think  the  God  above  might  know  what  he  said  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  He  might  know  a  great  many  things ;  nothing,  though,  upon  titft 
subject,  so  far  as  I  am  concerned. 

Question,  What  was  the  allegation?  That  you  had  committed  forgery  in  forging* 
name? 

Answer,  That  is  just  what  I  told  you,  that  he  said  the  man  had  never  sig-uetl  ibe 
paper  whose  name  was  on  the  paper. 

Question.  Who  was  the  man  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  Moore.  I  have  been  in  Kemper  County  since  I  was  sixteec 
years  old,  never  have  left  it,  never  have  failed  to  attend  a  court,  and  am  there  to-da\. 
with  nothing  on  God's  green  earth  against  me  in  the  court,  or  anywhere  else,  that  ( 
know  of,  except  what  Gully  says. 
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QutsHon,  I  thoaffht  yon  and  he  wore  somewhat  acrimonions. 

Answer,  Tea.  That  did  not  start  the  thing  at  all ;  we  were  ont  hefore  that,  and  he 
thought  he  would  take  thart  start  on  me  to  break  me  down.  But  that  bnilt  me  up,  or 
it  did  a  great  deal  toward  it,  because  they  saw  he  was  trying  to  take  advantage  of 
me.  Of  course  everybody  in  the  county  knew  that  Gully  had  got  three  or  four  hun- 
dred bales  of  Government  cotton,  and  that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it.  This  paper 
said  so— that  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  it — it  was  simply  made  before  me  as  an  officer. 

Qneaiion,  You  say  everybody  knew  he  had  got  a  lot  of  cotton  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  so  far  as  that  is  concerned,  he  did  not  deny  it  himself.  He  was 
sheriff  there  during  the  war,  had  a  great  deal  of  Government  cotton  that  he  had  sold 
to  the  confederate  government ;  and  under  the  regulations  of  the  surrender,  as  we  un- 
derstood it  down  there,  that  cotton  was  to  be  turned  over  to  the  United  States  Gov- 
ernment. But  he  run  the  cotton  off.  and  never  turned  it  over  to  the  United  States 
Government  at  all,  none  of  it.  He  tola  mo  himself  he  had  got  over  two  hundred  bales. 
Understand  me,  now,  this  cotton  he  had  sold  to  the  confederate  government ;  he  had 
never  sold  it  to  the  United  States  at  all.  But  after  the  surrender  he  did  not  turn  the 
cotton  over  to  the  United  States  Government,  as  it  was  understood  there  we  were 
bonnd  to  do,  but  nin  it  off  and  squandered  it  and  used  it  himself.  No,  sir,  there  are 
no  charges  against  me  for  getting  any  cotton,  or  making  any  effort  to  get  any,  so  far  as  I 
am  concerned. 

Question,  That  cotton  was  his  own  which  he  had  sold  to  the  confederate  government  t 

Answer,  It  was  cotton  he  had  bought  for  the  confederate  government,  with  money 
furnished  him,  as  an  officer  of  the  confederate  government,  to  buy  botton  with,  for  the 
confederate  government.  He  bad  bought  it  from  various  persons  in  the  country  for 
the  confederate  government,  and  turned  over  none  of  to  the  Federal  Government.  He 
was  holding  it  at  the  time  of  the  surrender ;  the  confederate  government  had  called 
for  none  ot  the  cotton  it  had  purchased  in  the  South,  I  believe.  And  at  the  time  of 
the  surrender,  as  we  understood  there,  we  were  to  turn  over  to  the  Federal  Government 
the  cotton  that  belonged  to  the  confederate  government. 

Question,  He  did  not  turn  it  over  T 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  did  not  have  any  fuss  with  him  about  that,  so  far  as  that  was  con- 
cerned. 

Question.  Generally  he  is  a  pretty  bad  man,  is  he  not  T 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  the  people  thiok  so,  both  democrats  and  republicans ;  that  is 
my  opinion  about  that ;  I  think  they  regard  him  as  a  very  bad  man.  He  has  some 
money  yet,  because  he  does  not  pay  his  debts,  and  lives  in  a  palatial  houses  and  all  his 
property  is  in  the  name  of  his  son.  I  suppose  that  is  very  easy  to  do  in  tms  country; 
but  I  ouly  refer  to  him,  (there  are  other  men  there  besides  him,)  as  the  head-center  of 
the  concern  :  that  is  why  I  referred  to  him,  not  because  I  care  anything  more  about 
him  than  I  do  about  any  other  little  man  in  the  county,  because  he  is  a  very  small  mail 
there.  I  only  referred  to  him  because  other  men  told  me  that  he  is  the  head-center  of  the 
concern  there.  There  is  Captain  Ward  there,  a  lawyer,  and  all  those  men  who  were 
democrats ;  if  I  wanted  to  refer  to  a  man  to  injure  him  I  might  go  for  them.  This 
other  naan  I  do  not  regard  as  anything,  while  I  might  regard  them  as  a  power. 

Question.  Taliferro,  you  say,,  told  you  about  this  new  departure,  this  new  organiza- 
tion f 

Anstcer.  Tes ;  he  told  me  there  was  a  new  organization.  I  asked  him  how  it  was 
they  were  organizing  in  my  county  again,  and  he  said  there  was  a  new  or^j^aiUMitioii 
in  my  county  now.  and  in  all  the  States ;  he  said  that  Captain  Early,  of  Meridian,  was 
the  bead  of  it  in  tnat  section  of  country ;  that  Thomas  Graham,  at  Forrest,  was  oae  of 
the  high  priests.  I  asked,  who  is  the  head-center  in  the  United  States ;  it  must  have 
a  head-center  somewhere  besides  down  there  in  Mississippi ;  and  he  said  Frank  Blair 
was  the  head,  as  Forrest  was  the  bead  of  the  old  one.  I  ao  not  know  anjrthiug  about 
General  Forrest's  transactions  in  the  Ku-Klux  business ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about 
that. 

Question,  Why  did  not  he  testify  before  the  committee  as  to  this  new  organisation? 

Answer,  Who? 

Question,  Taliaferro. 

Answer,  Lord  I  I  don't  know.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  a  word  of  truth  in  all  he 
says ;  I  only  hope  it  is  so,  that  is,  that  it  is  upon  a  different  basis  from  the  Ku-Klnx,  ae 
that  they  do  not  propose  to  interfere  with  anybody,  except  to  try  to  control  dectimis. 
and  that  is  all  rignt.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  knows  any- 
thing about  it. 

*.  By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  Did  I  understand  you  correctly  as  saying  that  there  has  not  been  a  maa 
killed  by  disguised  men  in  your  county  since  the  State  was  organized  f 
Answer,  Since  it  went  back  into  the  Union,  no  one  that  I  know  of. 
Question.  Since  the  adoption  of  your  new  constitution  f 
Answer,  Not  one,  that  I  know  of  in  my  county,  by  disguised  men. 
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Question,  How  many  cases  of  whipping  do  you  remember  since  that  time  by  disguised 
men?        ^ 

Answer,  There  have  been  aboat  four  reported  to  me. 

Qtuuiion,  And  it  was  not  known  whether  the  shooting  of  Captain  Rush  was  done  ^7 
disgaished  men  or  not  f 

Answer,  It  was  done  \r}  the  night ;  I  snppose  not  more  than  two  or  three  men  were 
there,  and  I  do  not  su^'p^se  they  were  disguised.  They  shot  him  behind  a  ohurchrand 
ran  right  off  into  the  swamp. 

Question.  That  is  about  the  extent  of  their  operations  in  your  county,  so  far  as  yoa 
know? 

Answer,  That  is  about  it. 

Question,  Two  of  the  negroes  who  were  whipped  you  say  were  good  negroes,  and  one 
was  a  bad  fellow  ? 

Answer.  I  say  none  of  the  negroes  that  have  been  whipped,  since  the  State  was  or- 
ganized, had  any  allegation  against  them;  I  said  that  one  of. the  negroes  whipped  in 
my  county  had  an  allegation  against  him  tibat  he  had  been  stealing. 

By  the  Chairbcan,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  That  was  further  back  t 
Ans¥9er,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QueeUon,  Of  course  all  the  negroes  say  there  is  nothing  against  them  T 

Answer,  Tes  ;  but  I  do  not  mean  that;  I  mean  I  have  inquired  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question,  Tou  have  had  large  experience  with  the  ne|^oes,  and  you  ki^ow  that  it  is 
true,  no  matter  what  has  b^n  done,  whenever  anything  is  done  to  them  they  deny 
that  they  have  done  anything  1 

Answer,  Of  course,  and  I  believe  that  is  the  case  with  white  men. 

Question,  I  see  by  the  papers  day  before  yesterday  that  Governor  Hoffman  went  to 
the  penitentiary  at  Sing  Sing,  and  out  of  seventy-five  applications  for  pardon  seventy- 
three  said  they  had  done  nothing.    That  is  human  nature,  is  it  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  to  make  out  as  bad  a  case  as  the  man  can  against  the  parties  who  in- 
jure him? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  reported  a  case  of  a  negro  woman  who  had  been  badly 
whipped,  near  Scooba,  but  I  could  not  get  any  of  the  pai-ticulars  of  that  at  all.  Thi8 
man  Nave  told  me  he  had  no  doubt  it  was  so,  but  he  did  not  seem  to  understand  whether 
it  was  Ku-Klux  or  how  it  was  done.  A  parcel  of  men,  in  the  uiffht,  had  whipped  her 
very  severely,  and  carried  her  back  to  a  place  where  she  had  formerly  worked,  and 
Nave  told  me  he  thought  it  very  probable  that  she  would  die. 

Question,  There  was  no  politics  about  that  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  say  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  That  is  not  included  in  the  four  you  named  previously  f 
Answer,  No  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question,  As  to  the  education  of  your  negroes  there,  do  I  understand  you  to  say  that 
a  great  minority  of  the  white  people  there  want  them  to  be  educated  t 

Answer,  1  think  so. 

Question,  And  that  when  a  school-house  was  burned,  white  men  and  democrats  fur- 
niabed  another  house  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  the  teachers  told  me. 

QuSstion,  Is  it  not  generallv  regarded  by  your  people  that  the  best  way  to  make  them 
useful  is  to  educate  them  and  he^  them  along  f 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

QuestMn,  All  parties  agree  to  that  T 

Aj^swer,  1  think  so,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  many  of  the  buildings  they  use  have  been  built  by 
the  aid  of  the  white  people  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  so ;  I  think  they  have  generally  built  them  themselves,  except 
a  house  or  two  that  the  United  States  bought  for  them  while  the  Bureau  was  in  opera- 
tion down  there  in  my  town.    There  is  a  northern  lady  teaching  in  one  of  those  houses. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  colored  voters  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  I  think  about  fourteen  or  fifteen  hundred  colored  men  are  registered  there 
md  can  vote,  and  aboat  the  same  number  of  white  men. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  Mr.  Gully  said,  after  Mr.  Moore  had  died,  that  ho  had  not 
igned  that  paper  f  { 

Answer,  Yes.  sir.  i 

1 
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Question.  Did  Moore  dgn  that  paper  ? 

Anmoer,  He  did,  meet  assuredly,  or  I  never  should  have  put  it  out. 

Question.  He  signed  it  in  your  presence  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  the  officer  before  whom  he  took  the  oath  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  Gully  ever  been  indicted  in  your  courts  t 

Answer.  I  eoi-t  of  think  he  has. 

Question.  How  many  times  f 

Ansujer.  I  do  not  know  how  many  times. 

Qitestion.  Has  he  been  frequently  indicted  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  was  arrested  by  the  military  several  times— once  on  a  charge 
of  rape  on  a  poor,  innocent  white  girl  in  the  county,  and  he  said  it  cost  him  tia  thou- 
sand dollars  to  get  through  with  tnat-. 

Question.  Has  the  United  States  Government  ever  commenced  any  proceedings  against 
bim  about  the  cotton  t 

Answer.  Not  a  bit. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Taliaferro  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  He  says  he  is :  he  told  me  so,  but  I  do  not  know  what  his  politico  are.  I 
know  his  uncle  was,  and  i-efused  to  let  me  make  a  speech  there  at  Scooba  in  a  house  he 
bad  control  of  when  I  went  down  there. 


Washington,  D.  C,  Jtily  19, 1871, 

A.  P.  HOGGINS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairbcan,  (Bir.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  T 

Answer.  I  live  at  Aberdeen,  Mississippi*  * 

Question,  In  what  county  f 

Answer.  Monroe  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  t 

Answer.  I  first  went  to  the  county  of  Monroe  in  October,  1865. 

Question.  Have  yon  resided  there  since  that  time  f 

Answer.  I  was  out  of  the  county  about  eighteen  months,  in  the  Freedmen's  Bureau. 

Question.  You  went  there  in  1865,  and  for  eighteen  months  you  were  au  officer  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  not  in  that  county  during  that  time;  all  the  rest  of  the  time  I 
bave  been  there. 

Question.  For  that  eighteen  months  yon  were  not  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  county  were  you  during  that  time? 

Answer.  Jackson  was  my  post  most  of  the  time,  but  I  was  under  military  orders  and 
went  to  different  places. 

Question.  Where  were  you  raised  T 

Ansmer.  I  was  born  in  Ohio,  but  raised  mostly  in  Michigan. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  Armj^  during  the  wart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  nearly  tour  years. 

Question.  What  position  did  you  hold  in  the  Army  f 

Answer.  I  held  several  different  positions,  from  private  up  to  captain,  and  then  I  waa 
brevetted  lieutenant  colonel. 

Question.  After  this  eighteen  months'  service  as  an  officer  of  the  Freedmen's  Buveau 
did  you  then  return  to  Monroe  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  as  assistant  assessor  of  internal  revenue. 

Quegtion.  Have  you  held  that  position  ever  since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  hold  it  now. 

Question.  Who  is  the  assessor  of  that  congressional  district? 

Anmoer.  Mr.  A.  P.  Shattuck. 

Question.  Is  there  more  than  one  assistant  assessor  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  five  counties  in  my  division. 

Question.  Monroe  County  is  one  of  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  my  headquarters  is  at  Aberdeen.  I  am  also  school  superintendoi»ii 
for  that  county. 

Question.  At  what  time  were  you  appointed  assistant  asses^r  t 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  May,  1869. 

Question.  And  when  were  you  appointed  superintendent  of  schools  f 

Answer.  In  the  month  of  August,  last  year,  1870. 
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Qu€8tlan.  Ton  were  appciuted  to  the  office  by  tlie  State  board  of  education  T 

Answer,  Yes.  air. . 

QiiesHan.  A^  nat  are  yoar  duties  aa  superintendent  of  schools? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  our  school  system  is  just  organizing,  or  it  was  at  that  time,  the 
hrst  we  have  ever  had  in  the  State  of  free  schools.  My  duties  are  to  start  the  schools, 
help  organize  them ;  I  was  one  of  seven  men  who  had  the^  perfecting  of  the  whole 
school  arrangements  of  the  county  ;  I  was  president  of  the  board  of  8<mool  directors; 
there  were  six  other  men  with  me. 

Question.  How  were  they  appointed  ? 

Answer,  By  the  board  of  county  supervisors.  Each  man  of  that  school  board  resAiy 
had  more  to  say  in  the  board  than  I  had ;  I  had  no  vote  unless  there  was  a  tie. 

Question,  Yon  were  merely  the  president  of  the  board  ? 

Anmeer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  yon  to  preside  in  the  meetings  for  the  selection  of  thft  school-honses  ? 

Anstoer,  That  was  a  common  duty  imposed  upon  the  board ;  the  board  would  direct 
me  to  look  after  that. 

Question,  I  am  speakiug  of  the  duties  of  the  board;  yon  were  to  provide  sehool- 
houses  and  teachers  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  make  every  arrangement  necessary  to  start  the  system  of  free 
schools  in  that  county. 

Question.  How  are  those  schools  supported? 

Answer,  By  t^ixation  mostly. 

Question,  By  taxation  upon  the  people  of  the  county  ? 

An8wej\  Yes,  sir ;  our  State  law  regulates  that.  We  were  allowed  to  levy  a  five-mill 
tax  for  a  teachers'  fund  and  a  ten-mUl  tax  for  a  building  fund. 

QiiesHon,  That  was  tiie  extent  to  which  you  were  authorized  to  impose  taxes  for 
school  purposes. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Within  that  limit  this  board  determined  how  much  should  be  expended? 

Answer.  About  three-fourths  of  the  amount  authorized  by  law  was  what  they  deter- 
mined to  raise ;  about  ten  and  a  half  mills. 

Question.  A  trifle  o^v  er  one  per  sent.  ? 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm.  That  was  the  extent  of  the  assessment  yon  did  make  ? 

Answer,  We  made  the  estimate ;  we  ha<l  no  right  to  levy  taxes ;  that  was  the  duty 
of  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question,  You  made  your  estimate,  and  they  assessed  the  tax  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  the  assessment  has  never  been  made  or  collected. 

Question,  It  has  never  been  collected  ? 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  the  Ku-Klux  gave  the  board  orders  not  to  do  it.      ' 

Question,  Tne  supervisors  neglected,  for  some  reason  or  other,  to  assess  the  tax  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  tax  has  never  been  assessed  or  collected. 

Question,  Will  yon  now  proceed  to  state  how  things  went  on  in  the  county  after  you 
went  there ;  what  was  the  state  of  affairs  there? 

Answer,  All  the  time  ? 

Question,  Well,  from  the  time  you  went  there  as  assessor,  which  was  in  1869. 

Answer.  I  first  went  there  as  a  planter ;  I  planted  in  the  county  when  I  first  went  to 
the  State. 

Question,  Did  you  buy  a  plantation  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  rented  one  of  some  fifteen  hundred  acres,  and  planted  very  laigdy 
there. 

Qtieslion,  When  was  that  ? 

Anewer,  In  1865  and  1866. 

Question,  When  you  first  went  there  yon  rented  a  plantation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  rented  a  large  one,  and  planted  very  extensively. 

Question,  Well,  begin  back  to  that  time  in  the  history  of  your  operations  in  that 
State,  and  tell  us  how  you  got  on. 

Answer,  During  the  years  1865  and  1866  there  was  comparatively  little  trouble  in 
that  county ;  I  was  not  interfered  with  until  the  close  of  the  year  1866.  I  had  ex- 
pressed my  opinion  very  freely  in  the  towns  about  me ;  I  had  been  refused  admissioD 
intio  the  church ;  that  was  the  only  thing  really  that  occurred  during  the  year;  I  vss 
not  recognized  as  a  Christian  at  all. 

Question,  What  church  had  you  proposed  to  join  ? 

Answer,  The  Baptist  church;  I  nave  been  a  member  of  that  church  a  great  many 
years.  I  will  state  about  that,  as  it  is  brief.  I  proposed  to  join  the  church  when  I  first 
went  there  in  1865 ;  I  saw  the  pastor  of  the  church,  and  he  stated  for  his  church  that 
ho  thought  there  would  be  no  difficulty  about  it  at  all ;  that  I  was  a  Christian,  and  he 
thought  it  showed  a  very  goo^  desire  on  my  part  to  unite  with  the  church  and  work 
with  the  people.  He  told  me  to  call  the  next  Sabbath  at  the  church  and  I  wonld  be 
received ;  I  then  lived  ten  miles  from  the  town.    I  cidled  therC;  and  the  pastor  told  me 
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that  they  had  reconsidered  the  matter;  ho  told  me  this  while  public  service  was  going 
on ;  that  I  had  done  them  wrong ;  that  being  in  the  Federal  Army,  I  had  done  a  wrong 
to  the  Soath ;  that  I  mnst  repent  of  it,  and  must  show  I  had  repented  of  it.  I  left  the 
chorch  very  quickly  upon  such  a  statement  as  that ;  got  up  and  walJ^ed  out ;  I  showed 
no  disrespect,  only  in  leaving. 

By  Mr.  Bkck  : 

QuetUon,  What  is  the  name  of  that  preacher  t 

Answer.  Rev.  Mr.  Chambliss ;  I  think  he  is  now  at  Maysville,  in  Kentucky. 
Question,  Give  his  name  in  full. 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  his  name  in  full ;  I  only  know  him  as  the  Rev.  Mr.  Chambliss ; 
he  left  there  and  went  to  Kentucky. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  considered  that  a  blot  on  your  Christian  character  ? 
I     Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  said  I  would  not  be  allowed  to  ioin  unless  I  would  say  I  had 
committed  a  wrong^  which  I  could  not  do.    I  called  on  the  pastor  after  that  to  with- 
draw my  letter  entirely  from  the  church. 

Question.  You  presented  a  letter  from  the  church  in  the  North  to  which  you  had  for- 
merly belonged  f 

Answer.  I  took  a  letter  from  the  church  that  I  was  a  meml>er  in  good  standing.  The 
minister  told  me  that  I  would  have  to  say  I  had  committed  a  wrong ;  that  the  people 
were  excited  at  that  time ;  that  they  had  not  come  to  the  point  of  receiving  northern 
members.  I  asked  him  what  they  would  do  with  northern  Christians ;  he  said  they 
would  have  to  establish  a  church  for  themselves.  While  I  am  on  this  church  matter 
I  will  say  that  on  my  return,  after  I  was  appointed  revenue  assessor,  they  appointed  a 
committee  of  three  men  to  wait  upon  me,  one  of  whom  was  a  deacon  of  the  church, 
and  to  ask  me  lo  unite  with  the  church ;  they  said  they  had  watched  my  course,  that 
they  had  nothing  to  complain  of;  that  I  was  a  consistent  Christian  man  from  all  they 
oonld  see;  and  they  asked  me  to  unite  with  them  and  to  attend  the  church,  and 
wanted  that  I  should  drop  the  whole  thin^.  I  did  not  do  it.  I  was  married  at  little 
over  a  year  ago ;  my  wife  was  also  a  Baptist ;  when  I  returned  with  my  wife  they  ap- 
pointed another  committee  to  wait  on  us  and  ask  myself  and  wife  to  unite  with  that 
church.  We  went  to  the  church,  hired  a  pew,  and  we  have  attended  there  regularly 
since,  but  we  have  not  united  with  the  church.  I  state  that  to  show  that  they  recon- 
sidered their  opposition  upon  the  matter  ;  that  it  was  nothing  I  had  done  in  the  com- 
munity to  make  them  complain  of  me. 

Question.  In  all  this  they  made  no  objection  to  your  character  as  a  Christian  man  ? 

Answer.  None  at  all ;  if  they  had,  they  would  not  have  asked  me  to  unite  with  them 
afterward. 

Question.  This  last  invitation  was  within  the  last  year? 

Answer.  It  was  in  April,  May,  or  June— probably  May  or  June— 1870,  that  they  came 
to  me. 

Question,  A  little  more  than  a  year  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  hired  a  pew  in  the  church  and  have  gone  there  regularly  since 
then. 

Question,  Yon  have  been  a  regular  attendant  upon  the  church  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  regular  attendant ;  and  I  have  subscribed  to  the  church. 

Question.  Have  yon  ceased  to  carry  on  your  plantation  f 

Answer.  Igave  that  up  in  the  commencement  of  1867 ;  I  sold  out  entirely. 

Question.  You  only  carried  it  on  for  two  years  f 

Answer.  Yee,  sir :  1865  and  1866  ended  my  planting  operations  in  that  county. 

Question.  After  that  did  you  live  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen  ? 

Answer.  After  I  went  back  as  assistant  assessor  I  lived  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen. 
After  1  went  to  Aberdeen  as  a  revenue  officer,  nothing  transpired  at  all  in  a  political 
way.  We  have  had  several  elections  there ;  I  was  a  republican  and  known  to«be,  and 
I  was  a  sheriff  during  the  election  under  General  Ames.  They  got  into  a  bad  muddle 
there,  and  asked  me  to  take  the  office  of  sheriff  and  get  them  out  of  it,  and  hold  the 
election.    The  democrats  were  as  pleased  with  it  as  the  republicans. 

QuesHon.  How  long  did  you  hold  that  oflftce  t 

Answer.  About  six  weeks  only. 

QusBlion.  Just  for  the  election  t 

Answer.  *Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  any  complaint  by  anybody  of  the  manner  in  which  you  admin* 
»tered  the  office  of  sheriff  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  not  at  all. 

QfiMtion.  Was  tne  election  quiet  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  the  wealthiest  democrats  in  ihe  county  went  on  my  bond ; 
there  was  no  trouble  at  the  election. 

Question.  The  election  was  quiet  and  peaceable  f 

Answer.  Very  quiet ;  I  never  saw  a  more  quiet  election  in  the  North. 
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QuestUm,  When  was  that  election  ? 

Anstoer.  In  November,  1869. 

Question,  Did  yoa  so  about  in  any  of  these  five  counties  in  your  district  f 

^icmrfT.  Yes,  sir.  I  only  had  two  counties  at  first,  Monroe  and  Itawamba ;  there  were 
three  other  counties  added  to  them  about  December,  1870. 

Question,  Those  two  counties  composed  your  district  when  you  first  went  there  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir.  I  went  through  them  as  much  and  as  thoroughly  as  any  assistant 
assessor  probably  could  do ;  I  visited  all  portions  of  them,  and  made  my  assessments. 

Question,  What  counties  were  added  to  your  district  ? 

Answer,  Prentiss,  Alcorn,  and  Tisbemingo. 

Question.  When  were  they  added  f 

Answer,  About  December,  1870,  or  January,  1871 ;  Just  about  the  oommenoement  of 
the  year ;  I  think  in  December. 

Question,  You  went  about  in  those  two  counties  in  the  performance  of  your  duty  as 
assessor? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  went  thoroughly  among  the  people,  and  was  as  much  amongf 
them  as  any  one,  probably,  thab  lived  in  the  counties;  my  duties  called  me  there. 

Question.  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  t 

Answer.  I  had  some  difficulty  in  Aberdeen  in  resard  to  the  assessment  of  taxes,  but 
not  more  than  any  other  ;issistant  assessor  would  have  had,  perhaps ;  I  had  some  diffi- 
culty with  some  liquor-dealers,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Nothing  unusual  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

(Question.  Did  any  quarrel  grow  out  of  that  t 

Anstoer.  Well,  one  case  was  so  bitter  that  they  did  quarrel  with  me;  a  large  lawsuit 
grew  out  of  it  in  the  town,  and  threats  were  mad»  against  me. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Qttesiion.  What  was  the  lawsuit  f 

Anstoer.  It  was  a  case  in  the  revenue  service ;  I  assessed  a  man  as  a  wholesale liqiioi^ 
dealer ;  he  refused  to  make  his  returns,  and  I  assessed  him. 

By  the  Chaikman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  He  claimed  that  he  was  not  liable  to  the  tax  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  claimed  that  he  was. 

Question.  You  assessed  him  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  ordered  to  make  the  assessments,  and  I  had  to  bear  the  brant 
of  it. 

Question.  There  was  a  suit  about  that  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  in  the  United  States  court  now. 

Question.  It  is  now  pending  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtiestUm.  The  suit  was  whether  he  was  liable  or  not  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  whether  he  was  liable  or  not  was  the  real  question. 

Question,  That  was  in  the  town  of  Aberdeen  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  After  those  three  counties  were  added  to  your  district,  did  you  go  about  in 
those  counties  t 

Anstoer.  I  never  did.  They  were  added  at  a  late  season  in  the  year,  and  most  of  the 
assessments  had  been  made.  I  should  not  have  gone  into  them  until  the  regular 
annual  return  came  on,  which  was  in  March. 

Question.  You  had  no  occasion  to  go  into  them  t 

Anstoer,  No.  sir. 

Question,  Tne  time  hod  not  come  for  making  assessments  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  have  since  been  in  them.  In  June  I  made  all  the  assessments  in 
those  counties. 

Question,  Did  you  have  any  difficulty  in  making  assessments  in  those  counties  ? 

Answer,  I  had  United  States  troops  with  nie  afi  the  time ;  I  do  not  pretend  to  go 
without  them  when  I  go  about  much.  The  first  troubles  that  commenced  in  our  sec- 
tion, with  the  Ku-Klux,  were  in  August,  1870.  A  band  of  fifty  masked  men  went  to 
the  jail,  which  is  seven  miles  from  Aberdeen,  and  took  from  there  three  colored  men— 
Saunders  Flint  and  his  two  sons,  who  were  grown.  Saunders  Flint,  the  old  man,  got 
away  from  them. 

Question,  What  were  they  in  jail  for  f 

Answer.  They  had  had  a  difficulty  in  the  county  with  three  white  men,  and  had  come 
to  blows;  the^  were  taken  before  the  justice  of  the  peace,  and  these  colored  men  were 
placed  in  the  jail ;  their  bond  was  fixed  at  $500,  and  they  could  not  give  it,  and  were 
placed  in  jail. 

Question.  Bound  over  for  trial  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  On  a  charge  of  assault  and  battery  f 
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Answer,  1  suppose  so:  I  do  not  know ;  it  was  merely  a  fight  between  the  men. 

QuesUoH.  Was  anybody  killed  ? 

Answer.  No  one  was  iigured  at  all,  only  broken  heads ;  no  one  was  killed.  The  old 
man  escaped ;  as  they  were  riding  along  he  slipped  off  and  got  into  the  woods. 

Question,  As  they  were  taking  them  from  the  jail  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    These  fifty  masked  men  went  to  the  jail  and  took  them  out,  and 
the  old  man  escaped.    The  others  we  did  not  find  for  some  ten  days ;  it  was  very 
«eann  weather,  and  when  we  found  them  they  were  very  much  decomposed.    We 
found  them  some  twelve  miles  from  there.    They  had  been  shot  and  killed ;  we  exam 
ined  them  as  far  as  we  could. 

(Question,  You  found  them  twelve  miles  from  the  jail  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    That  was  the  first  Ku-Klux  outrage,  and  it  Scared  the  people  gen- 
erally.   The  trial  in  that  case  came  on  directly:  the  old  man  recognized  five  of  the 
persons ;  he  got  away  and  came  to  Aberdeen.    Then  two  of  the  men,  who  were  in  jail 
J  at  the  time,  recognized  some  three  persons. 

Question,  Three  other  persons  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  three  of  the  same,  lliose  three  were  arrested  and  tried.  Well,  I 
think  that  their  cases  were  dismissed  in  January ;  that  is,  they  had  all  Ku-Klux  men 
in  sympathywith  them  on  the  jury. 

(jfiie9fkm.  Were  they  tried  in  court  ? 

Answer,  They  were  tried  in  the  circuit  court  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Q^esHon.  Was  it  a  State  court  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  a  State  court.  I  think  they  were  dismissed  in  January,  but  I  am 
not  positive  of  that ;  it  was  the  court  before  February. 

By  the  CHAiBBfAN,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  On  what  ground  were  they  acquitted? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  vou.  I  heard  the  evidence  myself;  it  was  as  positive 
as  men  could  swear ;  they  swore  they  knew  them  and  recognized  ^them.  Old  man  Flint 
said  that  they  were  his  neighbors,  and  he  knew  them ;  but  the  jur}*-men  were  all  men' 
in  sympathy  with  them. 

Question.  Was  there  an  attempt  to  prove  an  oKM  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir;  and  they  dismissed  them ;  they  did  not  find  them  guilty  of  any- 
thing at  all.  Then  the  republicans  and  all  the  rest  were  asked  to  give  something  to 
pay  the  lawyer's  fees  for  defending  them ;  I  was  asked  that  myseu.  The  release  ot 
these  persons  in  January  emboldened  the  Ku-Kluz.  Everything  had  been  compara- 
tively quiet  until  that  time. 

Question.  This  first  transaction,  the  taking  of  the  men  out  of  jail  and  shooting  them, 
was  in  August,  was  it  ? 

Answer,  That  was  in  August,  1870 ;  but  the  trials  were  really  not  concluded  until 
about  January. 

QuesUon,  The  trials  of  the  men  for  doing  that  T 

AnsuHfT.  Yes,  sir.    In  February  our  real  tribulations  with  the  Ku-Klux  commenced. 

Question,  Saunders  Flint  was  the  name  of  the  old  man  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Flint  was  the  name  of  one  of  the  two  who  were  killed :  I  do 
not  remember  the  name  of  the  other.  On  the  1st  of  Februarv  a  party  of  armed  men 
went  about  five  miles  north  of  Aberdeen  and  took  Alfred  Whitfield,  a  colored  man,  and 
whipped  him  until  he  would  say  that  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  I  do  not 
know  how  many  lashes  they  gave  him ;  I  saw  the  man  himself  afterward,  and  he  told 
me  the  circumstance. 

Question,  Was  he  severely  beaten  t 

Answer.  He  was  very  badly  beaten ;  his  back  was  badly  pounded  up.  On  the  3d  of 
February  an  old  freedman,  whose  name  I  do  not  now  remember,  was  beaten  by  the 
same  parties,  and  in  about  the  same  way ;  he  was  not  made  to  promise  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer.  He  lives  near  the  Lee  County  line,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  men  that  did  this  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  the  cases  I  will  now  give  you  were  by  men  in  uniform. 

By  the  Chairmak,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  were  all  regular  Kn-Klux  performances,  as  yon  understood  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    On  the  10th  of  February  they  went  on  the  other  side  of  the  river. 

\  By  Mr.  Bbck  : 

Question.  Tell  ns  when  you  got  the  stories  fix>m  the  negroes  themselves  and  when 
TOO  got  them  from  other  people. 
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Answer,  Toll  who  I  heard  them  from  t 
Question.  Tell  who  you  heard  them  from. 
Answer.  Yes,  air. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  In  all  the  cases  you  have  given  ^ou  ohtained  the  luformation  from  the  par^ 
ties  themselves  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ohtain  the  same  information  from  anybody  else  t 

Answer.  In  the  case  of  Alfred  WhitHeld  I  heard  it  from  white  people  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  I  saw  the  back  of  Alfred  Whitfield  myself. 

Question.  He  had  something  to  show  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  On  the  10th  of  February  Jack  Dupree,  who  was  the  president  of 
one  of  the  republican  clubs  in  the  county 

Question.  Where  did  he  live  f 

Answer.  Near  Ross's  mill. 

Question,  How  far  from  Aberdeen  t 

Answer.  Some  eight  or  ten  miles. 

Question.  Which  way  t 

Answer .  Southeast  from  Aberdeen,  and  across  the  river  Tombigbee.  Some  sixty  dis- 
guised men  took  him  frt)m  his  house,  and  from  his  wife,  whtr  had  been  confined  not  two 
weeks  before  with  twins,  and  who  had  a  child  about  a  year  old  beside,  (there  were 
three  small  children :)  they  took  him  from  his  bed,  took  him  out  into  the  yard,  stripped 
him  of  his  shirt  anu  drawers,  all  the  clothing  he  had  on.  and  beat  him  there  in  the 
yard.  They  then  took  him  some  five  miles,  making  him  walk  part  of  the  way,  and  part 
of  the  way  allowing  him  to  ride  one  of  their  horses;  took  him  into  the  woo<ls  some  dis- 
tance and  beat  him  until  he  was  nearly  dead,  as  a  witness  stated  at  the  Oxford  court; 
they  then  cut  him  open  from  the  throat  to  the  straddle,  took  out  all  his  insides,  aod, 
then  threw  his  body  into  McKinley's  Creek,  that  runs  near  Ross's  tnill.  His  body  never 
has  been  found.  I  was  sent  there  myself  by  the  judge  of  the  court.  The  man  who 
went  with  me  did  not  know  there  was  a  stream  near  there,  but  he  took  me  to  a  place 
where  their  horses  were  held,  and  he  stated  that  they  came  back  imd  told  him  that  he 
was  cut  open  entirely,  and  his  heart  and  insides  all  taken  out. 

Question.  Who  told  you  this  f 

Answer.  The  witness  who  turned  States'  evidence  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Was  he  one  of  the  party  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  held  the  horses  and  heard  the  cries  of  the  man.  They  came 
back  and  tpld  him  that  they  had  cut  him  odou  and  taken  his  insides  out. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  was  that  witness  T 
Answer.  Joseph  Davis. 

By  the  CHAiitMAN,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Did  you  know  the  colored  man  ?  x 

Ansfwer.  Do  you  mean  the  man  who  was  killed? 

Q^uesiion.  Yes. 

Answer.  1  knew  him  very  welL 

Question.  Was  he  a  respec'able  man  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  leading  man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  was  a  respectable  man 
among  them.  He  was  a  man  who  drank  some  whisky,  and  I  had  heard  before  that  he 
was  rather  a  boisterous  man ;  but  he  was  a  man  who  was  trusted  as  president  of  a  club, 
and  was  a  leading  man  among  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  charged  with  having  committed  any  offense  or 
crime? 

Answer,  No,  sir :  not  at  all ;  nothing  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Is  it  claimed  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any  crime  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  of  any  crime  or  of  any  offense,  only  that  he  was  boisterous. 

Question.  He  was  rather  a  noisy  republican  ? 

Answ^.  Yes,  sir ;  a  lioisy  republican,  and  would  speak  his  mind.    On  the  9th  of  March  I 
went  into  that  same  neighborhood  myself,  and  visited  the  place  where  Jack  Dupree 
was  killed.    On  the  8th  of  March  I  went  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Lafayette  Wulie, 
a  large  planter  in  the  neighborhood,  and  staid  at  his  house  over  night. 
•    Question.  You  went  there  on  your  business  as  assessor  ? 

Answer.  On  business  as  assessor,  and  also  as  school  superintendent.  I  virated  several 
schools  that  day.  and  also  made  assessments  for  internal  revenue ;  I  did  both ;  where 
I  went  into  a  neighborhood  where  that  was  to  be  done,  I  did  it,  for  I  was  then  making 
up  my  annual  list.  I  went  there  on  the  8th  of  March,  and  on  the  9th  I  made  some 
assessments. 

Question.  To  whose  house  did  you  go  ? 

Answer,  I  went  to  the  house  of  Mr.  Qeorge  R.  Ross ;  I  met  him  at  a  school,  and  he 
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inyited  me  to  go  home  and  stay  with  him  that  ni^ht ;  I  had  known  him  before.  On 
the  night  of  the  8th  I  staid  at  Mr.  Willis's,  three  miles  firom  Ross's  mill. 

QueattOH.  And  on  the  night  of  the  9th  yon  went  to  Ross's  anil  staid  ? 

Ansiter.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  great  deal  said ;  I  was  with  the  Ku-Klux  some  throe- 
quarters  of  an  honr,  I  suppose.  I  would  like  just  to  state  the  conversation  as  it  oc- 
etyred,  or  you  can  question  me. 

Qu€8tioii,  State  the  transaction  fully ;  begin  and  give  us  the  whole  of  it. 

Afiswer,  I  was  wMned  during  the  aay  of  the  9th  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  been  riding 
the  night  before  for  me.  It  was  very  stormy,  and  the  wind  was  very  high,  and  it  had 
rained  very  bard  on  the  night  of  the  8th.  A  colored  roan,  knowing  that  I  was  there, 
came  to  me  the  next  day  and  told  me  that  some  Eu-Klux  had  been  out,  and  that  some 
colored  men  had  seen  them ;  that  they  had  been  at  Mark  Troup's  place,  where  they  had 
understood  I  was  to  stay.  The  colored  men  asked  me  to  go  out  of  the  country,  for  they 
knew  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  get  me  if  they  could.  I  laughed  at  their  fears,  and  had 
DO  idea  that  they  would  attack  a  United  States  officer.  During  the  day  I  attended  to 
my  duties ;  and  at  9  o'clock  that  night  I  was  in  bed  at  Mr.  Rosses  house.  At  10  o'clock 
1  was  awakened  by  a  loud  call  out  of  doors  upon  Mr.  Ross  for  '^  the  man  who  was  in  the 
house."  I  stepped  to  my  window,  which  was  on  the  grouud  floor,  and  saw  that  the 
premises  were  completely  covered  with  men  dressed  in  white;  I  knew  then  I  was  with 
the  Kn-Klux.  Mr.  Ross  had  by  this  time  come  out  onto  the  porch.  On  their  demanding 
me,  he  eame  to  the  door  of  my  room,  which  opened  on  the  porch,  and  told  me  that  his 
premises  wepe  literally  covered  with  men  demanding  me:  that  they  were  Ku-Klnx,  and 
that  they  wanted  me  to  come  out.  I  told  him  I  would  not  go  out.  I  then  stepped 
where  1  could  see  the  men ;  I  opened  the  door  myself,  and  stood  where  I  could  see  them. 
I  asked  them  if  it  was  me  they  wanted,  and  what  they  wanted  of  me.  They  answered 
that  their  business  was  with  me  altogether;  that  they  were  Ku-Klux,  or  the  law-makers 
of  t^at  country,  and  that  they  wanted  to  talk  with  me.  They  told  me  that  at  a  regu- 
lar meeting  of  their  camp  my  case  had  been  under  consideration,  and  that  they  had 
certain  warnings  which  it  was  necessary  for  them  to  give  m^.  They  said  that  as  I  was 
in  their  power,  like  all  other  men,  1  must>  obey  and  come  out.  I  told  them  that  I  did 
not  recognize  their  power  over  me,  and  that  under  no  circumstances  would  I  venture 
out ;  that  I  bad  heard  of  the  Ku  Klux  before,  and  knew  of  their  deeds,  but  had  thought 
I  was  safe  from  them.  I  told  them,  then,  that  if  I  could  do  anything  to  hasten 
their  departure,  to  get  them  away  from  the  house,  I  would  do  so,  as  the  family  was 
Beared ;  that  ifthey  had  any  warnings  to  give  me  I  would  hear  them,  and  then  do  just 
as  1  chose  about  obeying  them.  TlSey  answered  that  they  could  not  do  that,  that  it 
was  against  the  rules  of  their  camp  to  give  their  warnings  in  the  presence  of  women 
and  children.  I  told  them  that  that  being  the  case,  it  was  useless  to  argue  any  further, 
that  I  would  not  go  out.  I  then  stepped  inside  and  shut  my  door.  They  then  became 
veiy  furious,  and  ordered  Mr.  Ross  to  bring  me  out :  told  him  that  he  was  as  much 
under  their  orders  as  1  was ;  that  he  must  understand  that  they  made  the  laws  there, 
and  that  he  must  obey  them  as  well  as  my  self!  They  then  told  him  that  if  he  would 
not  bring  me  out,  to  place  a  light  in  my  iroom ;  I  supposed,  of  .course,  that  they 
Vanted  to  see  through  the  window  and  shoot  me  probably.  They  found  that  all  their 
threats,  &c.,  were  useless  in  that  way,  and  then  they  went  off  in  one  comer  of  the  yard 
and  consulted.  After  a  time  they  came  back  with  a  terrible  whoop,  saying  they  would 
bum  the  house.  1  saw  them  light  a  tire,  as  I  supposed  for  the  purpose  ot  kmdUng  a  fire 
at  the  house,  and  they  went  on  the  other  side  of  the  house  out  of  my  sight ;  I  canuot 
say  what  they  did  there. 

Qw$Hon,  You  saw  the  light  ? 

Answer,  1  saw  the  light  of  the  fire  they  kindled.  Mr.  Ross  came  to  me  then  and 
asked  me  to  leave  the  house ;  said  tbat  his  family  was  frightened ;  that  his  wife  was  in 
spasms;  that  his  children  were  terribly  frichtened ;  and  he  asked  me  to  leave  the  house 
for  his  family's  sake.  I  told  him  to  quiet  his  family's  fears,  that  I  would  certainly  save 
bis  house,  that  I  would  not  let  them  go  to  tbat  extont.  Ue  said,  "  These  men  are  des- 
perate men,  and  I  wish  you  would  try  to  make  terms  with  them,  because  I  don't  want 
anythftig  like  death  to  happen  here  if  it  can  be  helped."  Mr.  Rioss  said  that  to  me.  I 
then  stepped  to  the  door  again,  and  opened  it,  and  asked  them  if  they  would  mako  me 
any  promise.  They  said  they  merely  wanted  to  talk  with  me.  I  asked  them  what 
promises  or  pledges  they  would  make ;  they  said  they  would  pledge  me  that  I  should 
not  be  injured  in  any  way  at  all ;  that  they  would  not  only  pledge  me  that,  but  they 
would  pledge  Mr.  Ross ;  that  all  they  want^  was  merely  to  give  me  the  warnings  thoy 
had  been  directed  to  give  me ;  that  that  was  all  they  had  to  do  with  me  at  tbat  time , 
that  their  decree  did  not  go  any  further  than  that.  I  asked  them  to  give  their  pledges 
to  Mr.  Ross  and  to  give  mo  assurances  that  I  would  not  be  injured.  They  said,  *^  Not 
a  hair  of  your  head  shall  be  iigured ;  we  are  now  as  anxious  as  you  are  to  get  through 
this  business,  ^and  let  the  fears  on  the  part  of  the  family  cease."  I  had  not  much  con- 
fidence in  their  promisee  and  assurauices ;  I  knew  what  kind  of  men  they  were.  But 
I  am  satisfied  now  that  my  parleying  with  them  and  their  pledges  did  really  save  my 
life ;  I  am  satisfied  of  that  from  what  I  have  heard  since  from  those  who  knew  the  Ku* 
Klux  and  their  mode  of  operation. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

^utvtion.  Was  Mr.  Ross  a  republican  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  odo  of  his  sons  is  now  arrested  as  a  murderer  in  one  of  these  cases 

Quesiian,  As  a  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  told  them  that  if  they  would  promise  me  all  that,  and  pledge 
Mr.  Ross,  then  if  they  would  go  out  of  the  yard,  I  would  go  down  to  the  fence  and  talk  with 
them  and  hear  their  warning,  if  they  could  give  it  to  me  there.  They  agreed  to  it  very 
heartily,  and  all  hurrahed,  '*  Let's  go  out  of  the  gate."  As  they  passed  out  of  the  gate 
I  numbered  them  hastily ;  there  were  about  one  hundred  in  the  yard  at  the  time,  yery 
nearly  a  hundred  went  out. 

By  the  Chacrman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Que$iion,  Were  all  in  the  yard,  or  were  more  ontsidef 

Answer.  There  were  about  twenty  who  came  up  afterward  to  the  hones:  there  were 
one  hundred  and  twenty  in  the  crowd  altogether,  as  I  numbered  them.  The  ttaxe  was 
closed,  and  I  went  down  to  the  fence.  The  nieht  was  as  bright  as  a  moonlight  night 
can  well  be.  I  looked  at  my  watch,  and  1  had  no  difficulty  in  telling  the  position  of 
the  hands  of  mv  watch.  When  I  got  down  to  the  fence  I  asked  the  chief  if  he  woald 
now  state  my  little  bit  of  warning,  that  I  wanted  to  hear  it  and  be  gone.  He  said  the 
decree  of  the  camp  was  that  I  should  leave  the  county  within  ten  days,  and  leave  ^le 
State ;  that  I  could  not  stay  there.  He  then  gave  me  the  decree,  pronounced  it  out  in 
a  very  pompous  manner,  and  said  it  was  given  at  a  certain  place,  and  registered  in 
some  comer  of  hell ;  I  never  did  get  the  name  exactly. 

Question.  The  location  of  tho  register's  office  there  you  do  not  remember  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  remember.  He  told  me  that  the  rule  of  the  camp  was,  drst, 
to  give  the  warning ;  second,  to  enforce  obedience  to  their  laws  by  whipping ;  third, 
to  kill  by  the  Klan  altogether ;  and,  fourth,  if  that  was  not  done,  and  if  the  one  who 
was  warned  still  refusea  to  obey,  then  they  were  sworn  to  kill  him,  either  privately, 
by  assassination,  or  otherwise.  I  was  then  warned  again  that  I  would  have  to  go,  that 
I  could  not  stay  there,  that  there  was  no  such  thing  as  getting  around  one  of  their 
decrees ;  that  if  I  undertook  to  stay  there  I  certainly  should  die.  They  repeated  again 
that  I  could  not  live  there  under  any  circumstances ;  they  gave  me  ten  days  to  go  away. 
They  said  that  during  that  time  I  must  relieve  them  fjEom  all  the  taxes  of  the  county. 

Question.  From  the  United  States  tax  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  everything ;  they  included  everything ;  they  said  the  taxes  of  the 
county.  I  reminded  them  that  I  could  not  possibly  be  held  in  any  way  responsible  ibr 
any  tax  except  the  revenue  tax  and  the  scnool  tax ;  that  the  State  and  connty  taxes 
really  amounted  to  three  times  all  the  other  taxes.  They  said  I  could  take  them  oS, 
aud  they  knew  it ;  that  I  had  got  to  do  it,  and  to  promise  them  that  I  would  do  it.  •  I 
asked  them  if  the  tax  was  my  offense,  or  what  my  offense  was.  They  said  that  I  was 
collecting  obnoxious  taxes  from  southern  gentlemen  to  keep  damned  old  radicals  in 
office ;  that  they  wanted  me  to  understand  that  no  laws  should  be  enforced  in  that 
country  that  they  did  not  make  themselves ;  that  they  did  not  like  my  general  radical 
ways  a  bit ;  that  was  the  clK  ge  they  gave  against  me.  In  fact,  they  tinted  me  very ' 
courteously,  except  the  beating  they  gave  me ;  but  otherwise  I  was  not  insulted  or 
treated  unkindly  at  all. 

Question.  They  were  civil  in  their  manner  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  civil.  One  of  them  commenced  to  curse ;  he  began,  '*  God 
^amn,''  and  was  going  to  sav  something,  when  the  captain  stopped  him,  and  said  that  he 
should  not  do  that  j  that  all  thej  wanted  of  me  was  to  got  me  out  of  the  country ;  Uiey 
said  they  did  not  like  my  radical  vays  anyway.  I  asked  them  if  their  operations  were 
against  the  radical  party ;  they  sf 'id  they  were ;  that  they  had  suffiored  and  enduFsd 
the  radical  sway  as  long  as  they  oould ;  that  the  radicals  had  oppressed  them  with  tar 
ation ;  that  they  were  oppressing  them  all  the  time,  and  that  I  was  the  instrument  of 
collecting  the  taxes ;  that  they  had  stood  it  Just  as  long  as  they  oould,  and  that  this 
was  their  way  of  getting  rid  of  it :  that  they  were  bound  to  rid  themselves  of  radiodls^ 
or  else  kill  them,  or  if  it  took  tho  killing  of  them,  or  something  to  that  effect.  There 
was  a  colored  school  and  a  white  suhoolln  the  neighborhood.  I  knew  most  of  the  men 
there  were  ttom  that  neighborhood ;  I  asked  them  with  referenoe  to  Mr.  Da vis^  school ; 
that  was  the  white  school,  where  I  supposed  the  most  of  their  children  were  attending; 
I  asked  them  if  they  were  not  satistied  with  his  school ;  they  said,  **  No ;"  that  th^ 
liked  Davis  well  enough  as  a  teacher,  but  that  they  were  opposed  to  the  A'ee-sohool 
system  entirely ;  that  the  whites  could  do  as  they  had  always  done  before ;  that  they 
could  educate  their  own  children ;  that  so  fikr  as  the  negroes  were  concerned,  they  did 
not  need  educating,  only  to  work.  They  said  they  had  no  objection  to  Davis  at  aH, 
but  that  they  could  manage  their  own  affairs  without  the  State  or  the  United  States 
sending  such  as  I  was  there  to  educate  their  children,  and  at  t^e  same  time  to  odocate 
the  negroes  too.  After  the  conversation  on  the  school  subject  dosed,  one  of  them  said. 
**  Well,  sir,  what  do  you  say  to  our  warning  t  Will  you  leave  f "  I  told  them  I  ^ow 
leave  Monroe  Connty  at  my  nlcianre,  and  not  until  I  got  ready.    The  captain  U'^o  said 
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tome,  "Sir,  you  say  you  will  not  leave ;  yon  trill  not  obey  our  warning."  I  said  I 
would  not  obey ;  that  I  would  leave  when  I  got  ready,  and  not  before ;  that  I  would 
not  be  driven  m)m  any  place.  The  gate  was  then  thrown  open,  and  the  fence  was 
climbed  by  twenty  men  in  a  moment.  I  was  surrounded  and  disarmed ;  the  pistol 
that  I  had  had  until  that  time  was  taken  away.  They  then  took  me  between  an  eighth 
and  a  quarter  of  a  mile  down  the  road,  and  cauie  to  a  hill,  where  they  stopped;  they 
they  then  asked  me  if  I  was  still  of  the  same  opinion — that  I  would  not  leave  the 
coQotry ;  1  told  them  I  was ;  that  I  would  not  leave.  I  reasoned  with  them  a  little ;  I 
told  them  I  was  like  every  other  man ;  that  all  I  had  was  there ;  that  this  was  a 
very  sadden  thing,  and  that  I  would  rather  die  than  say  that ;  that  I  would  not  say  it 
tinder  any  circumstances.  They  said  they  should  hate  very  much  to  interfere  with  me ; 
that  they  had  made  promises  to  Mr.  Ross  and  myself;  that  I  had  reaUy  not  been  ob- 
noxious to  them  only  in  the  tax  line,  and  that  they  would  not  like  to  interfere  wiUi 
roe,  for  they  counted  me  as  a  gentleman ;  that^they  did  not  want  to  interfere  with  me 
at  all;  that  ail  they  wanted  was  to  get  rid  of  me  from  the  eounty  and  from  the  State ; 
that  I  could  not  stay  there.  They  then  said,  ^^  You  cannot  stay  at  Jackson ;  you  most 
leave  the  State.''  Mr.  Ross  saw  that  they  really  intended  to  treat  me  badly. 
Quetthn.  Was  Mr.  Ross  along  f 

Antwer.  He  was  along ;  he  went  T^th  me.    He  said,  "  Remember  your  promise ;  yoa 
mast  not  do  anything  to  harm  the  man  at  all ;  your  promise  is  out.''    After  they  had 
said  that  they  remembered  their  promise,  I  warned  them  to  beware  what  they  did, 
and  told  them  that  I  never  would  let  go  of  them ;  that  if  they  left  me  alive  I  would 
certamly  do  what  I  could ;  that  I  was  a  United  States  officer,  and  would  not  take  any 
rach  treatment  without  doing  what  I  could  to  get  redress :  that  it  was  not  safe  for 
them  to  do  wha  t  they  were  doing.    They  ordered  me  to  take  off  my  coat,  which  I  refused 
to  do;  they  then  took  it  off  by  force.    After  that  they  asked  ii  I  consented  to  leave, 
and  I  still  refnsed.    They  said  that  if  I  would  promise  them,  J  should  go  back  to  my 
bed  and  sleep  quietly,  and  they  would  all  go  on  nome ;  they  really  urged  in  every  way 
that  it  was  possible  fbr  men  to  do  to  get  me  to  promise  to  leave  the  county  and  the 
State  without  any  violence.    They  then  showed  me  a  rope  with  a  noose,  and  said  that 
was  for  such  as  myself  who  were  stubborn ;  that  if  I  did  not  consent  to  leave  I  should 
die,  ihsA  dead  men  told  no  tales.    At  this  time  I  saw  a  man  coming  ^m  toward  the 
horses,  from  where  I  then  supposed,  and  where  I  afterward  knew  the  horses  were; 
he  had  a  stirrup-strap  some  inch  and  a  quarter  in  width,  and  at  least  an  eightii  of  an 
ineh  thick ;  it  was  very  stout  leather ;  the  stirrup  was  a  wooden  one.    As  he  came  up 
he  threw  down  the  wooden  stirrup  and  came  on  toward  me,  Cbnd  I  saw  that  he  was 
iatending  to  hit  me  with  the  strap,  that  that  was  the  weapon  they  intended  to  use 
first.    He  came  on,  and  without  further  oeremony  at  aU — ^I  was  in  my  shirt  sleeves — 
he  struck  me  two  blows,  calling  out,  '^  One,  two,"  and  said,  '*  Now,  boys,  count."   They 
counted  every  lash  they  gave  me.    The  first  man  gave  me  ten  blows  himself^  standing 
on  my  1^  side,  striking  over  my  left  arm  and  on  my  back ;  the  next  one  gave  me  five 
i^ws.    Then  a  fresh  hand  took  it  and  save  me  ten  blows ;  that  made  twenty-five. 
They  then  stopped,  and  asked  me  again  if  I  would  leave  the  county.    I  still  refused, 
and  told  them  that  now  they  had  commenced  they  could  go  just  as  far  as  they  pleased ; 
that  all  had  been  done  that  1  cared  for ;  that  I  would  as  soon  die  then  as  to  tiiike  what 
1  had  taken.    They  continued  to  strike  their  blows  on  my  back  in  the  same  way  imtil 
they  had  reached  hfty.    None  of  them  struck  more  than  ten  blows,  some  of  them  only 
three,  and  some  as  low  as  two.    They  said  they  all  wanted  to  get  a  chance  at  me ;  that 
I  was  stubborn,  and  just  such  a  man  as  they  liked  to  pound.    When  they  had  struck 
^e  ill^blows  they  stopped  again  and  asked  me  if  I  would  leave ;  I  told  them  I  would 
Aot    Then  one  of  the  strongest  and  most  buriy  in  the  crowd  took  the  strap  himself 
and  gave  me  twenty-five  blows  without  stopping;  that  made  seventy-five;  I  heard 
*^*eitt  aay,  "  Seventy-five."    At  that  time  my  strength  gave  way  entirely ;  I  grew  dizzy 
and  oold ;  I  aaked  for  my  coat ;  that  is  the  last  I  remember  for  several  minutes.    When 
1  recovered  myself  they  were  still  about  me ;  I  was  standing ;  I  do  not  think  I  had 
heen  down ;  they  must  have  held  me  up  all  the  time.    I  heuxL  them  say, ''  He  is  not 
dead  yet;  he  is  a  live  man  yet;  dead  men  tell  no  tales."    But  still  they  all  seemed 
disposed,  as  1  thought,  to  let  me  go ;  I  heard  no  threatening,  except  what  passed  a  few 
moments  afterward.    They  all  passed  in  front  of  me,  or  a  great  number  of  them — I  will 
ool  $t^  all — and  drew  their  pistols  and  showed  them  to  me ;  they  told  me  that  if  I  waa 
Dot  gODe  within  ten  days  they  were  all  sworn  in  their  camp,  and  sworn  positively, 
that  they  would  kill  me,  either  privately  or  publicly.    They  then  asked  me  where  my 
offica  waa  •  I  told  them  my  ofiice  was  at  the  court-house  in  Aberdeen.    They  said  they 
wovlii  kiU  me  either  privately  or  publicly ;  that  they  would  be  sure  to  do  it  if  I  did  not 
leaver    These  men  were  all  armed  with  the  same  style  of  pistol,  those  that  passed 
befitR^Be ;  before  they  got  through  I  had  completely  recoverea  my  senses,  and  I  noticed 
everytiiing  particularly,  and  saw  that  all  had  the  same  style  of  pistols,  what  appeared 
to  be  about  six-inch  revolvers.    Their  clothing  I  noticed  especially ;  I  was  with  them 
a  Icpgg  lioM ;  it  was  as  light  as  the  moon  could  make  it.    Their  clothing  was  all  of  th^ 
Bame  f«tt«n  and  form ;  they  were  all  cut  and  made  garments.    Their  face-pieces  wera 
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very  defective ;  if  I  had  known  the  men  personally,  I  could  have  recognized  ne^ly  all 
of  them.  I  did  recognize  several  of  them,  and  swore  against  some  at  the  Oxford 
court.  They  were  countrymen,  men  I  had  not  had  much  to  do  with.  If  I  had  known 
them,  I  could  have  recognized  twenty  persons,  at  least,  their  face-pieces  were  so  very 
defective. 
QuestUm,  What  was  the  style  of  their  dress  f 

Ansiuer.  The  gown  they  had  on  came  just  about  half  way  down  below  the  knee;  it 
was  cut  rather  like  a  tight  night-gown,  and  was  close  fitting  over  their  coats,  and 
slashed  up  on  each  side,  so  as  to  allow  them  to  step  well.  There  was  a  band  aronnd 
the  waist,  and  all  up  and  down,  in  front  of  their  gowns,  were  the  same  sort  of  buttons; 
that  struck  me  as  another  singular  thing;  they  were  all  pearl  buttons.  Their  head- 
piece, the  front  part  of  it,  was  a  piece  of  cloth  rounded  to  a  point,  and  came  down  to 
about  the  pit  of  the  stomach,  long  enough  to  cover  the  beards  of  most  of  them ;  but  1 
saw  the  beards  of  several  of  them,  even  under  that,  those  who  had  long  beards.  In 
these  face-pieces  were  large  round  holes  for  the  eyes,  two  inches  across;  they  were 
very  large,  and,  in  fact,  in  one  instance,  the  face-piece  moved,  and  I  saw  and  recog- 
nized the  man  through  the  eye-holes ;  tne  hole  for  the  mouth  in  the  face-piece  was  a 
very  large  hole.  Around  those  mouth- holes  and  eye-holes  were  rings  of  red,  to  make 
them  look  like  blood ;  I  do  not  know  what  they  were  stained  with.  The  back  part  of 
the  head-piece,  when  placed  around  in  front,  came  down  just  over  the  eyebrows;  when 
riding,  or  not  at  their  work,  they  always  put  their  head-pieces  on  with  the  long  piece 
back,  and  the  back-piece  in  fronts  in  order  to  give  them  unobstructed  view. 
Question.  This  piece  which  hung  down  before  the  face  was  attached  to  the  cap  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  all  in  one  piece.  They  could  turn  it  around,  and  let  the 
long  round  piece  hang  down  behind  when  they  were  riding ;  many  times  they  have 
been  seen  in  that  way  in  the  county. 
Question.  What  was  the  color! 

Answer.  The  color  was  pure  white;  there  was  no  difference  in  the  color. 

Question.  Cap  and  gown  bothf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  of  them  stepped  np  to  me  and  asked  me, ''  What  do  you  thiuk 
of  domestic ;  douH  you  think  it  right  cheap  f  '^  and  he  took  hold  of  his  garment,  and 
nnbuckled  the  belt,  and  I  observed  as  closely  as  I  could  how  the  gown  was  made. 
He  said,  '*  What  do  you  think  of  domestic ;  don't  you  think  it  right  cheap  f  "  I  suppoee 
he  meant  to  refer  to  the  great  quantity  which  they  had  in  use.  The  Kn-Klnx  then  left 
me,  and  went  off  as  if  they  had  been  stealing  sheep ;  they  were  very  down  about  it;  I 
do  not  think  they  felt  as  if  they  had  accomplished  what  they  inteuded.  When  they 
went  away,  they  really  slunk  away ;  they  showed  no  further  disposition  to  insult  me, 
or  to  do  anything  to  me ;  they  left  me  there  alone  on  the  hill  with  Mr.  Boss.  Mr.  Boss 
was  present  all  the  time,  and  he  can  tell  as  straight  a  story,  I  presume,  as  I  can  in 
regard  to  this  whole  matter ;  if  any  question  idiould  come  up,  he  would  be  a  good  wit- 
ness. He  was  not  a  friend  of  mine  at  all — not  a  political  friend ;  I  staid  at  his  houae, 
and  paid  him  for  staying  there ;  when  I  staid  anywhere  in  the  county,  I  usoally  paid 
for  it. 

Question,  Yon  say  you- recognized  several  of  these  ment 

Answer.  I  recognized  two  of  them  in  the  crowd,  and  they  are  now  under  arrest. 

Question.  Where  did  they  live  t 

Answer.  They  lived  in  that  immediate  neighborhood. 

Question.  In  the  neighborhood  where  you  then  were  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  objection  to  stating  their  names  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  their  names  are  John  8.  I^berts  and  John  Porter. 

Question.  What  sort  of  men  are  they  ?  » 

Anstoer.  Boberts  is  the  son  of  one  who  was  formerly  one  of  the  wealthiest  men  In  tbd 
neighborhood ;  I  suppose  young  Boberts  is  heir  to  a  plantation  of  eleven  hundred  or 
twelve  hundred  acres  of  improved  or  open  land. 

Question.  Is  his  father  living? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  the  father  is  dead. 

Question.  How  old  is  young  Boberts  t 

Answer,  1  suppose  he  is  about  twenty-five  years  old.    I  knew  the  man  pretty  well,  j 
and  I  would  have  recognized  him  if  he  had  not  been  marked  in  any  way;  bat  hehw 
a  large  red  scar  or  mark  on  his  neck,  which  runs  up  into  his  face,  a  red  place,  which  1 
suppose  he  has  had  from  birth. 

Question,  He  was  marked  so  that  you  recognized  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  him  weU.  Porter  is  a  man  of  poorer  family,  bat  he  iB  i 
respectable  man  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  some  property  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  small  property. 

Question,  How  old  a  man  is  he  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  he  is  about  the  same  age  as  the  other,  about  twenty-five  Mr  twenty*, 
six  years  old. 
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Quegtion.  Did  you  think  you  knew  others  of  them  T 

An9W€r.  1  could  have  recognized  them  if  I  had  known  them  hefore ;  I  saw  their  faces 
well  euoagh. 

Question,  They  were  strangers  to  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  could  not  tell  who  they  were. 

Question.  Those  two  were  the  only  ones  that  you  recognized  so  as  to  feel  confident  of 
them  and  to  be  able  to  swear  who  they  were  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  village  or  town  anvwhere  near  there  f 

Ansicer.  Ko,  sir ;  the  nearest  town  at  all  is  Aberd'een. 

By  ilr.  Pool  : 

QHeation.  Did  Mr.  Ross  recognize  any  of  themf 
Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  not  seen  Mr.  Ross  since  then. 
Question.  You  have  not  seen  him  since  ? 

Anstcer.  He  was  very  badly  frightened  indeed,  and  would  say  nothing  at  all  to  me 
the  next  morning. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Is  it  an  ordinary  farming  country  about  there? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  such  a  number  of  men  as  were  in  that  party  must  have  been  gathered 
from  over  considerable  territory  ? 

Aiistcer.  They  live  very  densely  there,  except  a  few  who  live  in  the  fork  of  the  river, 
as  we  call  it.  You  go  out  some  five  miles  from  Ross's  mill  and  it  is  a  poor  country, 
where  the  x>eoDle  live  very  thickly.  A  majority  of  the  men  were  within  probably  ten 
miles  of  the  place.    There  are  two  rivers  there  that  were  very  high  at  the  time;  I 


gone  to  town  if  it  had  not  been  for  the  high  water.  The  Buttahatchie  is  a  very 
swift  stream,  and  the  Tombigbee  is  a  large  river  at  that  point ;  and  they  could  not 
come  from  Alabama  or  from  other  parts  of  Mississippi  very  well  at  that  time. 

Question.  There  were  no  bridges  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  ferries ;  there  was  a  long  ferry  on  the  Buttahatchie,  three  or 
four  miles  across. 

Question.  You  think  these  men  must  have  all  lived  within  the  immediate  district 
about  there  t 

Austper.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  stated  all  you  wish  to  state  about  that  occurrence  ? 

Answer.  I  wish  to  state  one  thing  more  that  both  Mr.  Ross  and  myself  noticed. 
When  he  warned  me  that  night,  he  said,  *'  These  men  are  not  drunk ;  they  are  not  in 
whisky  at  all,  and  you  had  better  sleep  in  the  gin-house ;  if  they  go  now  and  get 
drunk  and  come  back,  they  will  kill  you  sure  enough." 

Question.  That  is  after  they  had  assailed  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  both  recognized  that  they  were  not  ^unken  men.  I  do  not 
driuk  liquor  myself^  and  I  can  recognize  the  smell  of  it  as  quickly  as  any  one. 

Question.  He  advised  you  not  to  go  back  to  the  house  to  sleep  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  as  they  were  not  drunk  at  the  time.  He  said,  "  If  they  go  to 
,  William  Walton's  store  and  get  drunk,  and  then  come  back  here,  they  wiU  kill  you." 

Question,  How  far  was  that  store  from  there  ? 

Answer.  About  two  and  a  half  miles;  they  went  in  that  direction  when  they  went 
off. 

Question.  Did  they  all  seem  to  be  supplied  with  horses  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  with  horses;  that  is,  I  did  not  see  all  the  horses ;  I  got  on  the 
hill  as  they  went,  and  saw  them  at  the  foot  of  the  hill ;  the  horses  were  clothed  iu 
white  as  well  as  the  men — all  that  I  saw.  I  could  not  swear  positively  that  they  were 
all  mounted,  but  I  think  they  were  all  mounted,  every  one  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Were  the  horses  all  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;•  all  had  white  cloths  over  them.  They  took  my  pistol  from  me 
that  night  and  gave  it  to  Mr.  Ross,  and  told  him  to  keep  it  for  me  and  give  it  to  me. 
Before  they  left  they  went  to  Mr.  Ross  and  told  him  they  wanted  the  pistol ;  they  said, 
"We  don't  want  to  steal  it  from  you ;  we  are  not  that  kind  of  men ;  but  we  do  not  want 
him  to  have  it  again  to-night.  We  will  leave  it  with  Mr.  Miller."  Mr.  Aliller  is  the 
miUer  at  the  mifi.  They  left  the  pistol  there  for  me,  and  I  got  it,  and  have  it  now. 
That  shows  that  they  were  not  for  thieving — that  they  were  not  drunken,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  but  were  merely  bent  on  getting  me  away.  They  were  a  much  different 
class  of  men  than  I  ever  supposed  I  would  meet  in  a  Ku-Klux  gang ;  many  of  them 
were  genteel  pei*sons,  men  of  cultivation,  more  or  less.  Of  tiie  twenty-eight  that  are 
arrested  and  are  at  Oxford,  or  who  were  there,  the  most  of  them  were  gentlemanly 
fellows  and  well-edacated  men. 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  How  many  of  them  joined  in  the  conyenatioa  T 

Answer.  The  conversation  was  mostly  carried  on  hy  the  captain  himseUl 

Question.  He  was  not  one  of  the  two  men  yon  recognized  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  the  captain.  They  have  the  captain  of  the  gaing, 
and  he  is  nnder  arrest,  bat  he  was  not  known  to  me. 

Question.  You  suppose  he  was  the  man  who  was  in  command  there  that-  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  the  same  gang. 

Question.  Who  does  the  captain  they  have  got  turn  out  to  be  t 

Anstoer.  He  is  a  young  man  who  liVee  in  the  neighborhood,  a  Willis,  a  nq[>bew  of  tiie 
gentleman  I  st-aid  with  on  the  night  of  8th  of  March  ;  his  name  is  Plummer  Wiilis. 
He  has  been  arrested,  on  the  testimony  of  other  witnesses,  in  a  murder  case. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  man  is  he  ? 

Ansiver.  A  young  man  of  rather  fast  habits :  but  he  was  not  drunk  that  night ;  he  is 
a  young  man,  about  twenty-three  or  twenty-four  years  of  age,  finely  educated,  and  be* 
longs  to  one  of  the  first  families  of  the  country. 

Qnestion.  In  all  of  their  proceedings  there  with  you  everything  was  perfectly  oidsriy 
and  regular  f 

Answer.  There  was  perfect  order  and  the  most  thorough  discipline.  The  little  difficulty 
that  was  at  the  head  of  the  column,  in  pushing  me  and  carrying  me  along,  was  the 
only  thing  that  disturbed  the  line  at  all.  It  was  under  as  fine  and  ae  thorough  disci- 
pline as  you  ever  saw  a  troop  managed  in  your  life.  It  shows  that  they  had  marehed 
before,  and  knew  what  discipline  was. 

Question.  You  say  several  of  them  used  the  strap  in  whipping  you  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  there  some  mode  of  designating  the  next  man  to  do  it  t 

An9ioer.  Well,  it  was  usually  from  behmd  me,  and  I  could  not  see  how  it  wae  d<Hie : 
no  names  were  called ;  they  just  seemed  to  stand  there  and  be  ready  all  the  time,  and 
they  seemed  to  be  very  anxious  to  get  a  chance  at  me ;  there  seemed  to  be  pleniy  of 
hands  to  take  hold. 

Question.  You  heard  no  order  given  about  that  ? 

Answer.  I  heard  this,  "  Now  another,''  or  something  like  that ;  but  I  did  not  hear 
any  special  order  calling  upon  any  one. 

Question,  Nobody  who  was  called  upon  seemed  to  refuse  f 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  go  back  to  Mr.  Ross's  that  night  t 

Answer.  I  staid  at  the  gin-house. 

Question,  You  took  his  advice,  and  went  to  the  gin-house  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  care  to  get  with  them  again ;  I  wad  of  the  opinion  that 
he  was,  that  if  they  came  b^^k  again  and  were  drunk,  I  would  not  gbt  off  with  my 
life. 

Question.  Toward  the  end  of  this  beating  you  say  that  you  became  wholly  or  par^ 
tially  insensible  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  sickness  or  dizziness  came  over  me. 

Question.  Were  the  blows  administered  with  force  and  severity  f 

Answer.  O,  with  the  utmost  vigor,  with  the  strong  strap  that  they  had.  My  baok 
was  in  a  terrible  condition.  The  physicians  examined  me  afterward,  and  their  state- 
ment coald  be  obtained,  I  suppose. 

Question.  The  blows  were  all  on  your  back  or  shoulders  f 

Answer.  Entirely  upon  my  back ;  there  were  no  bruises  upon  any  other  part  of  my 
body. 

Question.  What  was  your  condition  for  some  time  after  that  f 

Answer.  It  was  as  weak  as  you  ever  saw  a  man  who  had  a  back.  I  wished  to  go 
right  on  to  Jackson  and  to  come  on  here,  but  the  doctor  stated  to  me  and  to  my  frieads 
that  it  would  not  do. 

Question.  Did  you  return  to  Aberdeen  f 

Ansxoer.  Yes,  sir:  I  returned  to  Aberdeen  in  my  buggy ;  I  had  one  at  the  time,  wilk 
two  horses ;  and  I  rode  into  Aberdeen  on  Thursday.  On  Sunday  evening  I  lef^  town 
and  went  to  Jackson,  and  staid  there  several  days,'  and  then  about  a  week  after  came 
on  here.  My  condition  was  such  at  that  time  that  I  traveled  only  during  the  day,  aod 
laid  over  every  night  on  my  way  hero ;  I  could  not  travel  all  the  time. 

Question.  Have  you  thoroughly  recovered  now  f 

Answer.  Entirely  so,  I  think ;  the  spine  was  affected,  being  the  seat  of  the  nervooB 
system,  and  I  was  afi'ected  very  much  for  the  time  being  \  I  feel  strong  now,  though ; 
not  at  all  affected  by  it. 

Question.  Has  this  organization,  or  this  body  of  disguised  men,  gone  through  with 
any  further  performances  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  can  give  you  a  few  of  them. 

Question.  Well,  proceed. 

Answer.  On  the  same  night  that  I  was  interrupted,  about  five  miles  from  me,  on  the 
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other  Bide  of  the  Bntta}iatchie,  and  of  conrBe,  I  suppose,  by  a  different  Klan,  or  a  part 
of  that  Klan  who  could  not  get  across  the  river,  Mr.  Farmer,  teaching  a  colored  school 
there,  was  whipped  very  severely,  and  they  broke  up  his  school  entirely. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Farmer  a  white  man  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairmajnt,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QttesH&n,  That  was  by  a  body  of  men  in  disguise? 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

Question,  And  from  what  yon  learned  abont  them  did  they  have  the  same  uniform  as 
those  men  who  visited  yon  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  uniform. 

OnesMom.  Yon  think  that  the  river  was  in  such  a  condition,  between  where  yon  were 
and  where  Mr.  Farmer  was,  that  it  must  have  been  another  body  of  men  f 

Answer,'  Another  body  of  men.  A  part  of  our  county  lies  on  that  side  of  the  riVer; 
the  river  is  not  the  dividing  line. 

QmesHim,  You  do  not  think  it  could  have  been  the  same  men  who  visited  yout 

Answer.  No,  sir :  they  could  not  have  crossed  the  river. 

Qnestion,  How  rar  fh>m  where  yon  were  did  you  say  that  was  T 

Answer.  Abont  five  miles. 

QuesUon,  What  time  of  night  was  it  t 

Answer.  It  was  about  midnight. 

Question,  And  they  could  not  have  gone  over  there  after  they  left  you  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  even  if  they  had  hi^  the  inclination ;  it  was  nearly  11  o'clock  beibre 
they  left  me. 

Qnmtkm.  What  did  they  say  to  Mr.  Farmer  when  they  whipped  him  t 

Answer.  They  told  him  he  must  leave  his  school ;  that  he  ccUd  not  teach  the  colored 
lebool  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  objection  to  him  except  his  teaching  a  colored  school  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  Mr.  Farmer  was  a  very  intelligent  man ;  he  was  an  ex- 
ception among  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  generally ;  he  was  a  bright  and  intelli- 
gent man.  ^ 

Question,  Did  you  know  the  man  well  t 

Answer,  Not  very  intimately ;  I  had  met  him. 

Question.  Was  he  a  man  of  character  and  respectability  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  a  man  who  would  pass  in  almost  any  society  as  a  cultivated 
man. 

Question.  Did  he  leave  there  t 

Answer.  He  left;  he  was  driven  away  from  his  school  entirely.  On  the  11th  of 
Msrch,  that  was  Saturday  night,  Aleck  Stewart  was*  whipped  in  the  same  neighbor- 
hood. 

Question.  In  the  neighborhood  of  where  yon  were  whipped  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ms  evidence  was  this  :'he  had  sued  a  white  man  the  fall  beibre ; 
I  hare  seen  him^  and  heard  his  testimony  before  the  court.  He  states  they  told  him 
that  night  that  it  was  because  he  had  sued  Mr.  McNeice. 

Question.  He  sued  him  for  a  debt  ? 

Anmcer.  He  sued  him  for  wages  due  him. 

Questkm.  He  claimed  that  the  man  owed  him  for  wages  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  told  him  that  darkeys  were  through  with  suing  white  men, 
getting  their  rights  in  that  way ;  at  least  so  he  states. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  colored  man  t 

Answer.  Very  well. 

Question.  Is  he  a  respectable,  honest  man  ? 

Answer,  He  is  a  hard-working,  quiet  man ;  he  is  not  a  leading  man  at  all.  His  offense 
was  suing  Mr.  McNeice ;  they  did  not  want  him  to  do  it.  At  that  time  there  were  about 
fifty  or  sixty  Eu-Klux  present.  The  freedmen  about  there  had  made  up  their  minds 
that  they  would  watch  for  the  Ku-Klux  and  tire  into  them  if  they  saw  any  more.  It 
was  a  distressing  state  of  affairs ;  the  killing  of  Dupree,  the  interruption  of  myself,  and 
the  breaking  up  of  their  schools,  had  had  a  very  demoralizing  effect  upon  the  freed- 
men. There  were  some  seven  or  eight  of  them  who  took  their  guns,  and  knowing 
tiiey  were  riding,  followed  them  up  and  placed  themselves  in  position.  As  thoy  were 
whimying  Stewart,  the  colored  men  fired  into  them,  and  one  of  them  was  probably 
killed ;  he  died  very  mysteriously  afterward,  but  I  could  not  swear  that  he  was  killed. 
It  was  the  opinion  of  the  neighborhood  that  that  was  the  way  he  came  to  his  death. 

Question.  He  died  in  some  way  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiion.  Immediately  after  that! 

Answer.  That  was  Saturday  night,  and  I  think  ho  died  on  Sunday. 
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QitesUon,  The  next  day  T 

Jimcer,  Yes,  sir ;  others  were  wounded,  one  io  the  hand,  and  he  is  arrested  and  is 
now  at  Oxford ;  lie  was  said  to  be  one  who  got  his  wound  at  that  time.  Anotlier  wa« 
hit  in  the  heel.  Well,  the  firing  was  pretty  sharp  by  the  freedmen ;  the  Ku-Klux 
letnmed  it  for  a  time,  and  then  gave  the  command  to  *'  squander,''  which  seems  to  be 
their  word  for  dispersing.  The  moon  was  very  bright ;  the  freedmen  had  placed  them- 
selves so  as  to  be  at  different  points  in  the  road,  in  order  to  see  as  many  as  possible. 
They  had  been  shrewd  in  that  respect ;  they  swore  against  twenly-two  of  those  who 
were  there  that  night.  They  had  disrobed  themselves  of  their  white  garments  and  had 
taken  to  their  horses. 

Question,  Did  they  throw  away  their  nniforms  f 
,    Answer,  They  took  them  off  and  folded  them  up,  but  did  not  leave  them  behind. 
The  negroes  also  had  men  to  fire  in  among  those  who  were  holding  the  horses,  and  that 
demoralized  them  entirely.    Many  of  their  horses  were  also  recognized.    On  the  14tfa 
pf  March,  in  another  part  of  the  county,  about  ten  miles  north  of  Aberdeen^—* 

Question,  In  an  opposite  direction  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  another  klan  there,  I  suppose ;  they  had  been  seen*  and 
their  dress  is  different  from  the  others,  in  having  holes  cut  in  the  dress,  or  blaok  piooee 
sewed  on ;  black  pieces  stitched  on  in  the  form  of  a  letter  O.  Their  uniform  is  Mack 
on  the  white ;  that  seems  to  be  all  the  difference  in  the  uniform* 

Question.  The  general  color  of  the  uniform  is  white  t 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir.  A  freedman  by  the  name  of  Alfred  Skinner  was  attacked  there  by 
a  band  of  disguised  men.  He  defended  himself  firom  his  house,  and  they  filled  his 
house  with  shot.  Persons  who  were  sent  there  to  investigate  the  matter  have  testified 
t-o  the  fact  that  there  were  shot  there  in  the  house,  plenty  of  them.  They  did  not  get 
him  out. 

Question,  They  did  not  succeed  in  driving  him  out  of  the  house  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  fired  on  them,  and  they  did  not  get  him.  In  the  same  neighbor- 
hood Joe  Atkins  was  taken  out  by  the  same  band.  He  was  told  that  he  was  a  radica], 
and  made  to  hug  a  sapling — to  take  hold  around  the  sapling  and  hug  it  while  they 
whipped  him  severely ;  they  beat  him  very  badly.  I  have  seen  him  myself,  and  talked 
with  nim.  He  left  the  neighborhood,  as  also  did  Alfred  Skinner,  and  came  to  Aber- 
deen. 

Question.  He  came  into  the  town  for  the  purpose  of  getting  away  fh>m  these  men  f 

Answer,  For  the  jmrpose  o^rotection  ;  they  dare  not  stay  there;  they  are  frightened. 
On  the  same  night  that  Aleck  Stewart  was  whipped,  they  also  whipped  a  colored  man 
who  had  been  in  the  Federal  army  during  the  war.  He  had  left  the  place  he  was  living 
on  without  the  consent  of  the  planter,  and  had  hired  himself  out  at  another  place.  He 
was  whipped,  and  told  that  that  was  what  he  was  whipped  for — for  leaving  his  place 
without  the  consent  of  his  employer.  On  the  39th  of  March  a  band  of  some  seventy 
or  eighty— the  statements  in  regard  to  the  number  are  different — went  to  the  bouse  of 
Aleck  Page,  a  colored  man,  between  three  and  four  miles  from  Ross's  mill,  and  sur- 
rounded the  cabins  of  the  other  freedraen  on  the  place.  They  went  into  his  house,  took 
him  from  under  the  bed,  where  he  had  taken  shelter,  made  his  wife  get  up  andeut  the 
bed-cord  from  the  bed,  bound  him,  and  took  him  some  four  miles  from  home.  There 
they  whipped  him  and  beat  him  until  he  was  nearly  dead,  as  in  the  case  of  Jack  Dnpree. 
They  then  hung  him  until  he  was  quite  dead,  and  afterward  bi*oke  in  his  head  witn  an 
ax,  and  buried  him  with  the  rope  around  his  neck.  These  twenty-eight  men  who 
were  under  arrest  at  O^brd  were  arrested  for  that  outrage,  on  the  testimony  of  Fasny 
Page,  the  wife  of  the  murdered  man,  Joe  Davis,  who  tum^  State's  evidence,  and  Henry 
Hatch. 

Question,  Were  Davis  and  Hatch  both  members  of  the  Klan  t 

Ausu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  1>oth  present  on  the  occasion  of  the  killing  of  that  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Davis  swears  that  he  was  the  first  man  who  took  hold  of  him, 
and  pulled  him  out  from  under  the  bed,  and  that  he  was  with  him  when  he  was  killed. 

Question,  What  was  that  done  for  f 

Ansicer,  It  is  impossible  to  tell.  I  knew  Page;  he  was  one  of  those  inoffensive  men— 
rather  a  young  man. 

Question,  Was  there  any  allegation  against  him  ? 

Answer,  He  was  a  republican,  that  was  all.  Ho  lived  in  the  "  Hills,"  rather  in  the 
poor  section  of  the  country. 

Question,  Was  there  any  allegation  of  crime  or  improper  conduct  of  any  sort  against 
himf 

Answer,  I  have  not  heard  a  word  lisped  against  him,  and  I  was  in  Oxford  during  the 
"whole  of  the  trial. 

Question,  There  was  no  pretense  of  criminality  on  his  part?  « 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  perfectly  quiet  and  inoffensive  man,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question,  Do  I  understand  you  to  say  that  there  was  a  trial  in  Oxford  of  this  case! 
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Answer.  Yes,  air ;  twenty-eieht  men  were  arrested,  and  true  bills  were  foond  against 
them  for  the  murder  of  Aleck  rage. 

Qiustion,  That  was  simply  the  offense  for  which  they  were  indicted.  They  have  not 
be«i  tried! 

Answer,  They  have  been  tried  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus ;  Judge  HiU  tried  them ; 
tiiis  was  the  testimony  given  in  the  case. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QwsUon,  That  was  not  a  final  trial  of  the  case  ? 

Ansuwr.  No,  sir. 

Qwstion,  It  was  an  examination  into  the  affair  ? 

Answer.  Tee,  sir.  The  judge  heard  the  case }  he  demanded  the  evidence  of  the  prose- 
cution, and  they  tried  to  prove  alibis.  The  whole  of  the  evidence  was  given  in  the 
ease  before  Judge  Hill.  I  myself  made  the  arrest  of  twenty-eight  n>en;  they  were 
from  my  county. 

QuesHon.  Are  they  now  in  custody  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  most  of  them  have  been  bonded.  In  our  St^te,  in  certain  cases 
of  murder,  they  are  allowed  to  be  bonded.  These  men  have  been  bonded,  as  all  men 
usually  are  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Did  you  have  United  States  troops  to  assist  you  in  making  the  arrests? 
Answer,  1  think  there  wer6  five  or  six  United  States  troops ;  I  was  a  deputy  marshal. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  stand  bound  over  for  trial  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  twenty-eight  of  them  are  bound  over  for  trial  in  the  December 
court. 

Question.  What  did  Davis  and  Hatch,  the  two  men  who  were  in  the  band,  and  who 
have  testified,  say  that  it  was  done  for  T 

Answer.  Joe  Davis  and  Henry  Hatch  were  both  of  them  sworn  against,  by  the  wife 
of  this  man  Aleek  Page ;  they  were  arrested  and  then  turned  State's  evidence.  Joe 
Davis  is  a  colored  man. 

Question,  That  is,  she  testified  that  they  were  with  that  party  of  men  f 

Answer.  That  they  were  with  the  crowd,  yes,  sir.  JA  Davis  is  a  colored  man,  and 
almost  the  stoutest  man  I  ever  saw  among  the  colored  race.  He  is  of  an  immense 
frame,  Tory  strong  and  stout.  His  statement  was  to  the  effect  that  they  came  to 
him  and  told  him  they  wanted  him  to  go  as  a  Eu-Klux.  He  told  them  lie  did  not 
want  to  go.  They  put  a  knife  to  the  vein  in  his  throat,  and  told  him  to  decide  then 
either  to  go  and  take  the  oath  and  be  a  Ku-Klux,  or  to  die  that  instant.  He  says  that 
under  the  circumstances  he  went  with  them,  and  that  he  was  at  the  murder. 

Qmestion,  They  compelled  him  to  join  the  band  and  go  with  them,  and  help  do  this 
deedt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  says  he  has  always  done  the  heavy  work ;  that  he  has  been 
with  them  since  that  on  other  occasions. 

Question.  He  was  made  a  kind  of  executioner  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  put  ahead  where  there  was  dancer.  If  any  man  bad  been  shot  that 
night  by  the  negro  who  was  killed,  it  would  have  l)een  the  man  who  pulled  him  out 
from  under  the  bed ;  Joe  Davis  was  made  to  do  that. 

Question,  Did  either  Davis  or  Hatch  say  anything  as  to  the  object  of  killing  this 
colored  man  f 

Answer.  They  say  they  were  compelled  to  do  it. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Is  Hatch  a  white  man  t 
Answer.  Hatch  is  a  colored  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  were  compelled  to  go;  but  what  did  they  say  was  the  object  of  kill- 
ii)g  the  man  T 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  them  say.  I  had  charge  of  them  as  prisoners;  I  went 
back  there  with  Joe  Davis ;  he  said  he  knew  where  uie  body  of  Jack  Dupree  was.  I 
was  with  him  a  great  deal ;  I  never  asked  him  the  question,  and  I  never  heard  him  say 
that  there  was  any  charge  against  Aleck  Page  at  all. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  what  those  men  had  against  him  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  knew  the  man  Aleck  Page ;  I  knew  that  he  was  a  very  quiet  man ; 
he  was  a  yellow  man. 

(htesUon,  He  was  a  harmless,  inoffensive  man  T 

Answer,  He  seemed  to  me  always  to  be  so. 
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By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  they  find  the  body  of  Aleck  Dupreet 

Answer,  No,  sir.  McKinley's  Creek  was  Dear  the  place,  and  it  was  very  high  in  Feb- 
raary,  and  the  sapposition  is  that  they  would  not  have  gone  into  the  woods  uid  swamp 
to  bury  him,  but  that  they  threw  the  body  into  the  creek,  which  was  high. 

QueaUon,  What  does  Davis  say  about  it  T  Did  he  say  the  body  was  t&own  into  the 
creek  f 

Anmoer,  He  says  he  does  not  know ;  that  was  not  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lives. 
He  said  that  they  cut  the  body  open.  Now,  if  they  cut  the  body  open,  and  took  the 
insides  out,  and  took  him  right  to  the  creek,  which  was  swollen  at  the  time,  the  infer- 
ence is  that  they  took  the  insides  out  in  order  to  make  the  body  sink. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question,  Are  there  any  other  instances  of  outrages  that  you  can  state  from  unable 
information  T 

Answer,  I  have  not  got  them  noted  down  exactly  in  the  order  of  their  dates.  Tbers 
was  one  Abraham  Wamble,  a  colored  preacher,  who  was  taken  from  his  house,  in  the 
northern  part  of  our  county,  in  the  neighborhood  where  those  other  outrages  were 
committed,  on  the  20th  day  of  May. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  May  last  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  the  20th  day  of  Mav  last.    He  was  shot  seven  times.    His  body 
was  found  and  a  coroner's  inquest  held.    His  family  and  neighbors  saw  the  men  who 
murdered  him :  they  testified  that  they  were  masked  men  who  did  the  morder. 
'   Question,  Did  thoy  state  how  large  a  body  was  present  t 

Answer,  From  fifty  to  sixty. 

QuestioH,  Did  they  wear  this  same  kind  of  uniform  t 

Answer,  The  same  kind.  This  man  Joe  Davis  says  he  was  in  that  crowd ;  that  tiiey 
went  from  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  to  the  northern  part  of  the  county  and 
committed  the  murder. 

Question,  Why  did  they  kill  this  colored  preacher  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  that  is  another  ease  I  cannot  tell  the  reason  for. 

Question.  Was  there  any  allegation  against  him  f 

Answer.  Not  a  thing  in  the  world.  He  was  a  preacher,  and  a  modest,  qnist  man.  I 
hod  met  him  several  times. 

QuesUon,  Did  yon  ever  hear*ny  charge  against  him  t 

Answer.  Ouly  that  he-  voted  the  radical  ticket. 

Question.  Did  he  preach  to  colored  people  t 

Answer,  Altogether  to  colored  people ;  he  was  a  colored  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  heard  that  on  several  different  occasions. 

QuesUtm,  From  whom  did  you  hear  that  ? 

Answer,  From  men  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood  where  he  lived. 

Question,  Did  they  fttate  that  those  men  killed  him  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  they  did  not  state  that ;  tiiiey  stated  that  the  only  offense  tfaey  knew 
of  against  him  was  tUat  he  was  a  radical. 

Question,  That  is  an  entirely  different  thing.  The  question  that  was  asked  yon  was 
entirely  different  from  that. 

Answer,  I  stated  that  I  did  not  know  anything  against  him  only  that  he  was  a  radi- 
cal.   I  have  seen  twenty  men  froiii  that  neighborhood  since  then. 

Question.  Do  these  men  state  that  it  was  l^cause  he  was  a  radical  f  Do  they  ptvtsnd 
to  know  that  ho  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer,  They  said  this:  That  he  was  a  preacher,  and  had  taken  an  active  x>arl  ro 
politics  during  the  campaign ;  they  did  not  state  tliat  they  knew  the  white  people  had 
anything  against  him. 

QueHtion.YfQm  they  negroes  that  you  talked  with  about  it? 

Answer,  Not  altogether ;  I  talked  with  white  men  from  his  neighborhood. 

Question,  The  most  of  them  were  negroes  that  you  talked  with  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  most  of  them.  There  were  but  very  few  white  men  in  that 
neighborhood. 

Question,  I  want  you  to  state  whether  any  of  them  said  they  knew  the  reason  of  his 
being  killed  f 

Answer,  I  stated  that  at  the  first,  that  I  did  not  know  that  any  of  them  knew 
positively  why  he  was  killed. 

Question,  It  was  simply  a  surmise  upon  their  part  f 

Answer,  Simply  because  he  had  taken  that  stand,  that  made  them  speak  as  they  did. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 
Question,  Can  you  state  any  other  cases  f 
Answer.  The  man  on  whose  place  he  lived,  Mr.  Marshall,  says  himself;  that  ho  did 
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not  know  of  a  more  qi0et,  well-dispoeed  man  in  the  neighborhood  than  Abraham  was. 
He  told  that  to  the  commanding  officer  of  the  troops  there. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Marshall  a  wnite  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Is  he  a  democrat  f 
Answer,  A  very  bitter  one. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  he  assume  that  he  was  killed  becanse  he^was  a  radical  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QmssHon.  Qive  the  name  of  some  white  man  that  did  say  so. 

Anstoer.  1  do  not  even  say  that  Mr.  Marshall  told  me,  but  that  he  told  the  command- 
ing officer  of  the  troops.  There  was  a  great  deal  of  talk  abont  it  as  I  came  into  the 
county.    I  had  been  absent  for  two  months. 

Qu^tion,  1  want  the  name  of  some  white  man  who  said  so. 

Answer.  I  cannot  give  you  the  name  of  any  white  man  who  told  me  aboat  it. 

Question,  Did  any  white  man  tell  yon  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  any  negro  tell  you  so  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  No  white  man  told  you  bo  t 

Anstver.  No  white  man  said  positively  that  he  was  killed  for  that. 

Question.  Did  any  white  man  tell  you  that  he  was  killed  because  he  was  a  radical  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  any  white  man  did. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  Can  you  give  any  other  case  f 

Answer,  Tom  Homberger  was  taken  from  his  house  at  night,  by  between  thirty  and 
forty  men,  it  was  supposed,  and  killed;  he  was  fairiy  mled  with  shot.  That  was 
fftbout  the  Ist  of  April. 

Question,  Where  was  that  t 

Ansu>er,  In  the  same  neighborhood  where  Wamble  was  killed,  about  two  miles  from 
the  place. 

Question,  Did  you  know  that  colored  man  t 

Ansufer.  I  did  not  know  him  personally. 

Question.  Do  yon  ever  hear  why  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  that  was  done  during  my  absence. 

Question.  Is  it  alleged  by  anybody  that  you  know  of  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  any- 
thing wrong  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  Tom  Homberger  was  not  a  leading  man  at  all — a  simple  citizen  of 
the  country. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  you  can. 

Answer,  On  the  Ath  of  April,  a  man  by  the  name  of  Peter — something— I  have  not 
his  last  name,  was  whipped,  with  liis  neck  under  a  rail,  until  he  would  say  that  he  was 
a  democrat ;  that  was  in  some  other  neighborhood.    The  freedmen  have  told  me  of 
that ;  it  is  all  freedmen's  testimony ;  the  freedman  himself,  the  man  who  was  whipped, . 
told  me. 

Question.  They  whipped  him  until  he  would  say  he  was  a  democrat  Y 

Answer.  They  would  not  let  him  take  his  neck  out  from  under  the  rail  uutU  he  would 
say  that  he  was  a  democrat,  and  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  the  next  time. 

Question.  Did  he  get  converted  by  that  process  f 

Answer.  He  did  say  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  Abont  this  time  two  of  the 
membera  of  the  school  board,  who  had  voted  for  an  estimate  for  a  tax  for  school  pur- 
poses, were  notilied  by  the  Ku-Klux  leaders  to  leave  the  board,  and  they  did  so ;  they 
were  given  so  long  a  time  to  go  off,  and  told  that  they  would  be  dealt  with  if  they  did 
not  go. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  They  resigned  ? 

Answer.  Dr.  Ebart  resigned ;  Mr.  McCoy  did  not. 

Question.  Who  notified  them  f 

Anstcer.  They  received  Eu-Klux  notices ;  one  of  them  lived  in  town. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  those  notices  ? 

Answer.  1  saw  one  of  the  notices.  It  commenced  with  large  flourishes,  a  triangle, 
&c.,  at  the  top.  It  went  on  to  tell  him  that  he  had  been  guilty  of  standing  up  for  free- 
schools;  he  was  a  teacher  of  a  Union  school  in  Aberdeen,  a  wnite  school:  that  it  was 
necessary  for  hun  to  leave ;  that  he  would  be  required  to  go  off  the  school  board ;  that 
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it  did  not  look  well  for  him  to  be  a  teacher,  and  aleo  a  member  of  the  board ;  that  if 
he  was  not  off  at  a  certain  time  he  Voold  be  dealt  with,  and  then  it  was  si^ed 
"  K.  K.  K." 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  He  was  a  teacher  and  at  the  same  time  one  of  the  trustees  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  member  of  the  school  board. 

Question.  So  that  he  could  pay  his  own  salary  f 

Answer.  He  was  one  of  the  seven  men  who  composed  the  board. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  If  I  understand  it,  there  were  six  men  who  were  really  members  of  the 
board,  and  you  were  ex-offlcio  the  president  of  the  board,  with  no  vote  ezoept  in  esse 
of  a  tie  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so.  About  that  time  all  the  teachers  on  the  east  side  of 'the 
Tombiffbee  River  were  called  upon  and  notified  to  close  their  schools,  and  all  the  schools 
were  closed ;  there  was  not  a  school  taught  out  on  the  east  side  of  the  river. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  After  what  date  t 

Answer.  About  the  1st  of  April.  They  went  around  on  different  nights,  and  I  ooold 
not  give  the  dates  of  all. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Who  gave  those  notices  t 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux  went  in  a  body  and  called  upon  the  teachers.  For  instance^ 
Miss  S.A.  Allen,  a  lady  at  Cotton  Gin,  told  me  of  the  performances  there. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  Who  was  she  t 

Answer.  She  was  a  northern  lady  from  Geneseo,  Illinois,  sent  down  there  by  the 
Missionary  Society,  and  employed  in  a  free  school. 

Question.  How  many  called  upon  her  t 

Answer.  About  eighty  came,  as  she  states.  Some  of  them  went  into  her  room  with- 
out any  notice ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  went  in ;  that  was  on  Monday. 

Question.  What  time  of  night  f 

Answer.  About  12  o'clock,  about  midnight. 

Question.  After  she  had  retired  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  asked  her  if  she  would  close  the  school  on  Wednesday  j  she  was  foight- 
eneid,  smd  told  them  that  she  would ;  they  told  her  that  she  must  close  it ;  that  ix  ^ey 
came  again,  they  would  not  let  her  off  so  easily.  Miss  Allen  made  this  statement  to  me 
herself;  she  is  highly  educated  aud  an  accomplished  lady. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  How  many  of  those  teachers  were  there  on  that  side  of  the  river  who  were 
thus  visited  t 

Answer.  There  were  some  twentj,  I  think,  on  the»east  side  of  the  river.  Most  of  the 
schools  on  the  west  side  of  the  river,  the  side  that  Aberdeen  is  on,  were  notified  to 
close,  and  many  of  them  did  close.    There  were  twonty-six  in  all  that  were  interrupted. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  State  if  there  was  anything  further  in  regard  to  that  interview  with  Miss 
Allen. 

Answer.  That  was  all  I  think  of.  She  said  she  told  them  that  she  would  be  obliged 
to  leave ;  that  she  was  not  protected,  and  would  go.  They  said  it  was  all  right;  that  if 
she  went  they  would  not  interfere  with  her  any  fiirther,  but  if  she  did  not  go,  or  if 
she  came  back,  they  would  not  treat  her  as  quietly  as  they  did  then.  They  went  into 
the  room  and  lighted  a  light. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  They  broke  up  all  the  schools  in  the  county  f 

Answer.  They  broke  all  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  river ;  none  there  finished  their 
terms.  They  visited  Mr.  Ebart,  at  Aberdeen ;  he  was  a  southern  man,  and  there  was 
no  objection  in  the  world  to  him  that  I  know  of.  They  went  to  him  and  told  him  that 
he  must  get  out  of  there ;  that  they  would  allow  him  to  teach  a  school  there  if  he 
would  m&e  it  a  pay  school,  and  not  expect  anything  from  the  school  board. 

Question.  Make  it  a  private  school  instead  of  a  public  school  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  told  him  he  could  teacn  on  at  that  rate,  and  if  the  ]>eople 
refused  to  send  their  children  or  to  pay  him,  he  could  just  speak  about  it  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  they  would  find  it  out  and  make  them  pay  him. 

Question,  They  would  collect  the  money  for  him  ? 
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Answer,  Yos,  sir ;  they  woiild  collect  the  school  money  for  him.  That  was  Mr.  Easton 
£bart  to  whom  they  tol^l  that.  They  notified  Mr.  Posey  and  Mr.  Jones  in  the  same 
Way.  I  conld  tell  yon  all  the  names  if  necessary ;  several  of  them  were  notified  that 
they  must  close  their  schools. 

Question.  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  necessary  to  give  all  their  names. 

Answer,  There  were  twenty-six  schools  interrupted  and  three  school-houses  were 
'burned. 

QttesHon,  Bnmed  openly  by  this  band  f 

Answer,  Miss  Ward  taught  near  the  city  of  Okalona.  on  the  west  side  of  the  river ; 
she  went  on  Friday  morning  to  her  school,  and  found  tnnt  the  books  were  all  piled  up 
under  the  trees,  and  with  them  a  bottle  of  kerosene  oil.  And  there  were  tracks  enough 
there  to  assure  her  that  there  had  been  a  good  gang  of  men  there  the  night  before. 
No  one  saw  it  done. 

QmesHon.  The  house  was  burned  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  No  charge  was  ever  made  against  Miss  Ward  or  her  school ;  it  was 
a  white  school. 

Question.  No  one  saw  the  house  burned  T 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  The  appearances  indicated  that  there  had  been  a  great  many  persons  en- 
gaged in  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  the  same  neighborhood  Mrs.  Anna  Dance,  a  white  lady,  was  teach- 
ing a  white  school,  and  her  school-house  was  burned.  Mr.  Hanstine  was  teaching  a  col- 
ored school ;  he  was  notified  by  the  Ku-Klux  that  he  must  leave ;  he  was  liviug  in  a  very 
densely  settled  neighborhood  of  colored  men.  He  gave  out  that  he  would  be  prepared 
himself,  and  that  he  should  not  close  his  school,  but  would  go  on  with  it.  They  came 
the  next  night  or  so,  and  burned  his  school-house,  and  left  a  notice  on  a  tree  that  if  he 
undertook  to  teach  any  longer  they  would  bum  the  house  he  was  boarding  in.  But 
Mr.  Hanstine  taught  his  s<mool  under  these  circumstances ;  he  built  another  school- 
house  in  the  yard  of  the  house  where  he  lived. 

By  Mr*  Pool: 

Question,  Who  is  Mr.  Hanstine  Y 

Answer,  He  is  a  man  from  Polo,  Ogle  County,  Ulinois.  I  can  give  you  the  names  of 
all  the  teachers  driven  out.    The  number  of  schools  interrupted  was  twenty-six. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  I  hardly  think  it  is  necessary  to  do  that. 

Answer,  The  Bev.  Mr.  Galloway,  who  preaches  in  the  southern  part  of  our  oounty, 
was  called  upon,  and  notified  that  he  must  sot  preach  any  more. 

Question.  Is  ho  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  white  man  and  a  college  graduate. 

Question.  To  what  denomination  does  he  belong  t 

Answer,  He  is  a  Concregationalist. 

Question,  Is  he  a  northern  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  he  was  bom  in  the  county  acyoining  the  one  I  live  in.  They  told 
him  he  must  stop  his  preaching ;  that  they  wanted  him  to  get  out. 

Question,  Bid  a  body  of  men  call  on  him  in  the  niffht  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  staid  at  mv  house  on  the  25th  of  June,  and  told  me  about  it  at 
the  house.  They  have  called  on  nim  twice,  once  in  April  and  once  in  June.  He  still 
preaches  there.  They  have  leffc  him  notice  after  notice,  and  have  called  on  him  twice, 
but  they  do  not  kill  him. 

Question,  What  objection  have  they  to  his  preaching  f 

Answer,  He  preaches  to  the  freedmen ;  that  is  all  he  knows. 

Question,  Have  they  ever  objected  to  his  religions  doctrines,  or  his  style  of  preaching, 
or  to  anything,  except  that  he  preaches  to  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  Not  that  1  know  of.  I  do  not  know  that  tney  know  what  is  the  difference 
between  Congregationalism  and  Methodism.  * 

Question,  They  do  not  object  to  him  as  a  man  in  any  way  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  have  ever  heard.  He  told  me  that  it  was  because  he  was  a  repub- 
lican, and  preached  to  the  freedmen.  I  have  also  been  to  his  house.  I  think  I  was 
there  on  the  21st  of  June. 

Question,  He  has  not  suspended  preaching  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir.    He  was  also  a  teacher  .of  a  colored  school  in  his  neighborhood. 

Question,  You  have  no  taxes  for  the  support  of  preachers  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  On  the  6th  of  April,  at  StarksviUe,  in  Oktibbeha  County,  another 
Methodist  minister  was  driven  out ;  his  name  was  D.  McLachlan. 

Question,  What  was  he  t 

Answer,  He  was  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  had  been  there  for  about  a  year,  preaching 
under  the  Northern  Methodist  Church.  The^  called  upon  him,  a  crowd  oi  them,  on 
two  dififerent  occasions ;  the  first  time  he  refused  to  go,  but  finally  was  driven  away, 
and  is  now  at  the  Methodist  headquarters,  at  Holly  Springs ;  I  have  seen  him. 
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QumtUm,  No  yiolence  was  doiM  to  him  f 

Aiutoer,  No,  sir.  They  came  to  him  and  told  him  to  leave  there ;  they  said  tliat  b« 
ooold  not  stay. 

Question,  Was  the  notice  to  leave  with  a  threat  of  compulsion  or  violence  if  he  did 
not  leave? 

AsMfwer,  Yes,  sir.  I  saw  Mr.  MeLachlan  himself;  I  knew  him  a  year  ago.  He  told 
me  that  they  threatened  him  with  assassination  if  he  staid  there. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Did  he  say  that  the  ohjeot  of  those  threats  was  indicated  Y 
Answer,  No,  sir.    I  did  not  ask  him. 
QuesHon,  There  was  no  reason  given  f 
Ansvoer,  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  The  object  was  to  make  him  go  away  t 

Answer,  The  object  wds  to  drive  him  from  the  commanity. 

Qwestion,  Was  there  ^ny  objection  to  him  in  any  wa^  that  you  tmderstood  f 

Answer,  No.  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any.    I  talked  with  him  very  j&eely :  he  is  *  ▼^T 
quiet  man.    lie  was  educated  at  Oberlin.    At  one  time  he  taught  a  school  at  Aberdeen 
On  March  30,  a  man,  who  is  in  this  city — ^I  saw  him  this  morning — was  eaUed  upon  by  * 
band  of  Eu-Klnx  in  Chickasaw  County,  the  county  a^oinlng  mine,  and  tiUcen  o«t  nd 
given  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  lashes,  and  made  to  leave. 

By  the  Chairbcan,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Que9Hon,  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  His  name  is  McBride. 

Q%iest\on.  Was  he  a  teacher  T  ' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  school? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Is  he  a  white  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  very  well-educated  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mi,  Poland:) 

QuesWm.  What  had  he  been  doing? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  met  him  at  Oxford,  and  I  met  him  here  this  morning.  He 
was  certainly  taken  out  by  this  band,  and  fi;ivcn  a  good  sound  thrashing,  and  ariven 
away  from  tnere,  and  he  has  never  been  back.  I  understand  that  occurred  at  Sparta, 
Chickasaw  County.  With  reference  to  the  school-tax  of  Monroe  County,  that  never 
has  been  collected,  because  the  excitement  ran  so  high  there  after  I  left ;  the  board  of 
supervisors  were  notified  they  should  not  make  the  assessment. 

Question,  If  I  understand  it,  the  school-boaid,  of  which  you  were  president,  made  an 
estimate  of  the  amount  necessary  to  be  raised  for  school  purposes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  handed  that  estimate  to  the  board  or  supervisors.  , 

Question.  You  say  that  estimate  was  one  cent  and  half  a  mill  over  on  the  dollar  f 

Answer,  It  was  about  that  amount  f 

QwaeUon,  lliat  was  for  the  whole  expense  of  schools  in  the  county  f 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  a  long  way  within  our  limit ;  we  could  have  gone  to  fifteen 
mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question,  It  was  only  about  two-thirds  of  what  the  law  would  have  allowed  yon  to 
raise,  if  it  had  been  necessary  f 

Answer,  That  is  all. 

Question,  That  tax  was  never  raised  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  never  collected;  our  teachers  are  without  their  pay. 

Question,  It  never  went  into  the  hands  of  the  collector  at  allf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  only  tax  with  which  you  had  anything  to  do  in  any  way,ex<M|^ 
to  assess  United  States  taxes. 

Answer,  I  merely  assessed  United  States  taxes ;  I  had  nothing  to  do  with  making  ttie 
taxes. 

Question.  And  you  had  nothing  to  do  with  •collecting  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir :  I  merely  made  the  assessments. 
'  Question.  And  tnat  you  did  according  to  the  laws  of  the  United  States 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  tried  to  do  so  all* the  time. 

Question.  You  assessed  no  taxes,  except  such  as  the  statutes  of  the  United  States 
required  f 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all;  no  charge  has  ever  been  made  or  hinted  that  I  ever  did 
otherwise. 
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QueaU4m.  That  was  all  you  had  to  do  with  the  taxation  iii  any  way  Y 

Answer >  Yea,  sir. 

QueaHon.  Have  you  stated  all  the  operations  of  these  klans  in  your  county  Y 
'  Answer.  I  think  I  have  with  reference  to  my  own  county  T 

Question.  When  did  this  Klan  make  its  latest  appearance  in  your  county  T 

Asuwer.  I  think  the  latest  appearance  in  my  county  was  on  the  22d  of  May,  two  days 
hefore  I  returned  to  the  county.  There  never  has  been  any  whipping  or  anything  else 
done  by  them  since  I  got  back  there  this  last  time.  But  in  Lowndes  County,  an 
a^oiniug  county,  within  a  half  mile  of  the  line,  a  man  was  whipped  on  the  17th  of 
Jane. 

Questum.  By  one  of  these  bands  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    And  the  Rev.  Mr.  Galloway  was  visited  in  June  last. 

Question.  It  was  a  body  of  discuised  men  who  waited  on  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  rignt  along  on  the  county  line. 

Question.  Without  going  so  minutely  into  the  details  as  you  have  in  regard  to  your 
own  county,  will  you  state  how  it  has  been  in  the  counties  about  you  f 

Ansujer.  The  county  of  Lowndes  lies  near;  it  is  an  adjoining  county.  The  Bntta- 
hatchie  River  in  some  of  its  course  divides  the  county  of  Lowndes  from  Monroe.  In 
the  county  of  Lowndes  they  have  not  had  so  much  trouble  with  their  schools ;  they 
have  not  had  so  many  broken  up,  but  they  have  had  some  trouble  there. 

QuesM&n.  Have  people  been  killed  there  Y 

Answer.  People  have  been  killed  and  whipped  there,  but  I  do  not  know  the  clrcum- 
stances. 

QmesOon.  You  have  authentic  information  that  satisfied  you  that  these  bands  have 
killed  people,  and  whipped  people  in  Lowndes  County  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  have  made  similar  attempts  there  to  break  up  the  schools? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  did  this  in  Lowndes  County ;  the  estimate  for  school-taxes 
wan  handed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  they  made  an  assessment  for  taxes.  After- 
ward the  excit-ement  got  so  high,  the  Ku-Klnx  were  riding  and  threatening  so  much, 
that  the  tax  was  entirely  rescinded,  even  after  a  part  of  it  nad  been  collected. 

Question.  That  stopped  the  collection  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  handed  back  what  had  been  collected.  They  have  no 
troops  there ;  it  is  worse  in  Lowndes  County  to-day  than  with  us. 

Question.  Let  me  ask  you  about  the  estimate  you  made  in  your  county  which  you 
put  in  the  hands  of  the  sq|>ervi8ors  to  be  assessed.  Was  that  an  opinion  or  an  estimate 
merely  of  the  expenses  for  school-houses  and  teachers  in  your  county  f 

A^9wer.  It  is  just  what  it  would  have  taken,  every  cent,  without  allowing  any 
marffin  at  all.  The  excitement  was  so  high  that  the  whole  hds^  said,  if  we  could  just 
pay  the  teachers  and  have  the  school-houses,  that  would  be  all  we  would  do. 

Question.  In  the  expenditure  of  money  for  school-houses  and  teachers,  was  there  cmy 
unnecessary  wastefulness  or  extravagance  ? 

Answer.  The  only  building  we  bought  of  importance  was  one  in  Aberdeen,  for  which 
we  paid  $6,000. 

^^lestion.  How  large  a  town  is  Aberdeen  ? 

Answer.  Accoriling  to  the  last  census,  it  had  four  thousand  inhabitants.  That  was 
the  most  extravagant  expenditure  we  made.  We  afterward  built  some  houses  in  the 
district.    One  of  them,  I  think,  cost  |5,000. 

Question.  In  my  village,  of  the  same  size,  we  have  spent  (50,000  on  a  school-building. 

Ansu^er.  The  purchase  of  that  school-house  at  Aberdeen  caused  a  great  deal  of 
trouble ;  it  made  some  feeling  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question.  What  do  your  country  school-houses  cost  on  an  average  that  you  have 
built  f 
Answer.  About  (300  each. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  You  say  that  generally  the  expenditures  for  school-houses  and  teachers 
were  nothing  unnecessary  or  extravagant  t 

Anstoer.  It  was  just  what  we  must  have  to  pay  expenses. 

Question.  In  your  judgment,  would  the  expenditure  of  the  money  that  you  would 
have  had,  if  the  assessment  had  been  made  and  the  tax  collected,  been  a  judicious  and 
prudent  expenditure? 

Answer.  1  certainly  think  so.  I  have  been  raised  whore  we  had  good  schools,  and  I. 
think  I  understand  the  system  wdl. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  one  county  near  you,  Lowndes  County,  where  this 
organisation  has  been.  Have  they  had  these  organizations  in  other  counties  around 
you? 

Answer.  In  Noxubee  County,  south  of  Lowndes  County,  the  lieutenant-governor  of 
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the  State  lives.    They  have  a  very  large  organization  of  Kn-Klnx  there,  and  thej 
called  npon  him  on  one  occasion. 

Question,  We  have  had  a  witness  from  that  connty,  and  it  is  not  necessary  to  have  a 
statement  about  that  from  yon.  Yon  undei'stand,  generally^  that  this  organisation  YaaA 
existed  and  has  committed  outrages  in  that  county  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  In  that  county,  in  Lowndes  County,  and  also  in  Chickasaw  Ooonty, 
west  of  Monroe  County. 

Qiiestion,  Have  these  or^nizations  committed  any  outrages  in  any  other  countieB  in 
that  portion  of  the  Stat«f 

Answer,  The  counties  I  have  mentioned  during  my  examination  are  all  the  oocmtns 
in  which  this  organization  has  been  that  I  think  ot  That  is  about  where  the  troiible 
is  in  our  State.  It  is  up  and  down  the  line  of  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad^  right 
along  on  the  Alabama  border.  I  was  at  Oxford  during  all  the  investigation,  and  wafl 
freely  with  the  officers  of  the  court  and  with  the  grand  jury.  I  do  not  think  tlMre 
were  many  complaints  from  other  portions  of  the  State. 

Question.  You  say  that  in  your  county  there  were  some  men  arrested  for  the  mnrder 
of  these  two  Flints,  and  that  they  were  tried  and  acquitted  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  in  the  courts  of  your  county  for  any 
other  offenses  committed  by  this  band  T 

Answer,  That  is  all.  The  acquittal  of  those  XMurties  discouraged  the  people,  and  they 
have  not  even  gone  into  the  courts  at  all  about  this  matter. 

Question,  Was  this  strengthening  of  the  influence  of  the  organization  in  yoor  comity 
such  that  the  local  courts  and  authorities  there,  right  in  the  midst  of  that  inflaenoe, 
were  unable  to  enforce  the  law  ? 

Answer,  They  could  not  have  done  it  under  any  circumstances,  until  the  troofis 
anived  there. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  fear  of  these  bands  deterred  people  from  either  prose- 
cuting or  testifying  in  such  cases? 

Answer,  It  did  both. 

Question,  What  is  the  state  of  mind  among  the  colored  people,  among  the  republi- 
cans, both  white  and  black,  but  especially  among  the  colored  people,  which  is  prodnoed 
by  these  operations  t 

Ansioer,  The  excitement  was  the  most  intense  I  have  ever  seen  under  any  circum- 
stances. The  demoralization  among  the  colored  jleople  was  perfect.  We  have  very 
few  white  republicans  there ;  most  of  the  republicans  are  colored  people.  The  excite- 
mept  reached  the  distressing  point.  I  never  in  my  life  saw  so  high  sai  excitement  in 
any  other  place  as  there  was  on  the  8th  and  9th  of  March,  when  i  was  in  tlw  neigh- 
borhood where  these  murders  had  been  committed. 

Question,  Was  the  excitement  which  was  among  the  colored  people  mainly  the  extlte- 
ment  of  fear  f 

Answer,  The  most  abject  fear ;  they  dared  not  oven  go  to  town. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  seversu  instances  where  they  had  left  their  homes  and  gone 
into  the  town,  to  get  away  from  the  operations  of  these  bands.  Has  there  been  much 
of  that  f 

Answer,  Considerable  of  it.  The  men  would  find  their  way  into  the  city,  and  apply 
to  the  commander  of  the  troops,  and  he  would  send  out  soldiers  and  bring  in  their 
families.    That  has  been  done  several  times. 

Question,  Of  all  those  persons  whom  you  have  named  as  having  been  killed,  whipped, 
or  otherwise  abused,  which  was  the  largest  number,  the  democrats  or  republicans  f 

Answer,  Not  a  democrat  has  been  attacked  in  the  county;  not  one. 

Question,  They  have  been  entirely  republicans  ? 

Answer,  Entirely. 

Question,  So  far  as  you  know  the  persons  who  belong  to  any  of  these  bands,  what  are 
their  politics  f 

Answer.  They  are  all,  without  exception,  democrats,  those  that  have  bOen  arrested ; 
others  have  been  charged  with  it  who  have  not  been  arrested. 

Question.  So  far  as  you  have  any  personal  knowledge  of  those  who  belbng  to  theae 
bands,  what  are  their  politics  t 

Answer,  They  are  democrats. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  tone  of  opinion  about  these  things  among  the  people 
there  j  what  sort  of  an  opinion  have  the  republicans  had  and  expressed  about  these 
organizations  and  their  operations  t 

Answer,  They  have  denounced  them,  under  the  circumstances,  of  course,  for  they 
have  been  agamst  republicans. 

Question,  Does  the  other  side  denounce  them  too  t 

Answer,  Men  who  voted  with  the  democratic  party  at  our  last  election  have  taken 
ground  against  the  Ku-Klux  outrages ;  but  the  great  majority  of  the  people  are  in  fbll 
sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux. 
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By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Questum,  What  sort  of  people  t 

Annver.  Whit©  people.  I  saw  it  as  plainly  as  I  cared  to  see  it  when  I  made  the  ar- 
rests. These  men  were  arrested  for  murder,  and  a  true  bill  was  found  against  them  in 
the  United  States  court.  But  the  people  could^ot  have  done  more  for  them  if  they 
had  just  returned  from  a  campaign  in  the  war.  When  they  were  released  on  bond  and 
went  home,  they  were  received  with  shoutings,  the  firing  of  cannon,  and  every  demon- 
stration that  could  possibly  be  made  by  the  people.  They  tried  to  get  bands  of 
music  to  welcome  them,  but  they  would  not  come.  The  sentiment  of  the  inteUigeut 
white  people  of  that  county  is  in  their  favor. 

QneAian,  There  does  not  seem  to  be  an  abhorrence  of  such  acts? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  most  of  the  people  must  have  known  the  circumstances  under 
which  the  acts  were  committed.  Everybody  knew  that  the  Indictments  against  them 
mre  for  murder  in  the  first  degree.  Still  the  demonsti-ations  were  made  to  get  up 
sympathy  for  those  men. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QvesHon,  If  you  were  now  to  have  an  election  there,  do  you  think  this  state  of  things 
would  have  any  efiect  upon  the  voting! 

Answer,  It  is  intended  to  have  an  eSect  by  the  Ku-Klux ;  but  the  Eu-Klox  are,  in  a 
measure,  so  demoralized  now  in  our  county , 

Question,  What  has  demoralized  them  T 

Answer.  The  great  thing  is  the  support  the  Government  gave  to  me  when  I  was  here 
last  March,  in  sending  troops  there.  They  see  that  the  Government  is  still  in  existence, 
and  is  going  to  protect  the  people.  Then  the  arrest  of  these  men  has  been  detrimental 
to  them  more  or  less.  It  is  more  or  less  expensive  to  carry  on  suits,  and  the  people  do 
not  care  to  go  on  with  these  things  so  much. 

Question,  They  do  not  think  it  so  entirely  a  one-sided  affair  as  it  was  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.  If  an  election  was  to  come  off  to-morrow  in  Monroe  County,  I  think, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  neighborhoods;  the  people  would  vote  their  minus ;  but  it 
wa6  not  so  three  months  ago. 

QttestUm,  Suppose  an  election  had  taken  place  before  these  efforts  of  the  Government, 
these  prosecutions,  and  these  arrests,  how  then  f 

Answer.  You  could  not  have  got  five  hundred  republican  votes  in  our  county ;  you 
could  not  have  got  a  freedman  to'  vote  in  that  county.  The  republican  vote  in  our 
coanty  is  almost  altogether  the  colored  vote.  In  one  precinct  there  are  twenty-one 
white  voters  and  seven  hundred  and  odd  colored  voters ;  and  even  in  that  precinct 
tbey  would  have  been  so  demoralized  that  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  have 
got  them  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  twenty-one  white  voters  in  all  in  the  precinct,  or  twenty-one 
white  republican  voters  f 

Answer.  Twenty-one  white  voters  in  all.  That  portion  of  our  county  is  very  wealthy ; 
the  land  is  prairie  land,  and  the  population  there  is  almost  altogether  freedmen. 

Question.  What  is  the  number  of  voters  in  your  county  T 

Answer.  I  think  it  is  not  far  from  five  thousand.  ' 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  registered  voters? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  about  what  is  the  population  of  white  voters  and  colored  voters  ? 

Answer,  I  think  there  are  some  twelve  hundred  more  colored  voters  in  the  county 
than  white  voters. 

Question.  About  how  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  the  county? 

Answer.  I  think  you  can  count  less  tnan  twenty. 

Question,  In  the  whole  county  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  we  have  very  few  indeed ;  not  enough  to  hold  the  offices  of  the 
county. 

Question,  Have  you  had  more,  or  is  that  as  many  as  you  have  had  there  at  any  time  ? 

Answer.  That  is  as  many  as  we  have  had. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  had  to  hold  two  or  three  offices  yourself? 

Ansicer,  I  answer  you  frankly,  I  did  hold  two  offices  at  one  time,  and  hold  them  now. 
At  one  time  I  was  asked  to  act  as  sheriff  of  the  county,  when  I  was  then  holding  two 
offices,  and  I  did  it  for  the  time  being. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  You  have  about  held  your  own  of  white  republicans  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  want  to  state  another  thing ;  I  would  not  slander  anybody,  nor 
do  I  wish  to ;  but  the  idea  that  is  entertained  that  there  are  no  confederate  soldiers  in 
the  Ku-Klux  Klan  is  a  very  mistaken  one ;  many  of  them  were  arrested,  and  many  of 
them  are  known  to  belong  to  the  Klan  about  as  well  as  if  they  had  been  arrested ; 
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indictments  have  been  found  against  them  as  Ku-Ehix ;  many  of  tihem  are  oonfedento 
soldiers,  and  they  served  in  the  confederate  army. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QumtUm.  How  is  the  school-tax  assessed  ? 

Answer.  It  is  assessed  by  the  board  of  sapervisors. 

Question.  You  are  superintendent  of  schools  there  T 

Ansvoer.  Tes,  sir. 

Qtrnixon,  You  make  an  estimate  of  what  is  wanted^  do  yon  not  f 

Answer.  The  school  board,  the  board  of  school  directors,  make  the  estimate.  The 
superintendent  has  no  control  of  affairs  separate  from  the  school  board ;  what  is  dsne 
has  to  be  done  by  the  school  board  entii-e,  or  by  a  maiority  of  them. 

Question.  The  superintendent  is  a  member  of  the  school  board  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  in  making  an  estimate  of  expenditaree  in  the  coimty,  be  is 
only  one  of  seven,  and  really  has  no  vote  at  all,  unless  there  is  a  tie  in  the  board. 

Question.  By  law,  this  ma&ing  the  estimate  devolves  upon  the  school  board  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quasiidni.  How  is  that  board  appointed  f 

Answer.  By  the  board  of  county  supervisors. 

Question.  By  whom  are  the  county  snpervison  appointed  ? 

Answer.  By  the  governor  of  the  State. 

Question.  You  say  there  is  a  limit  to  the  amount  of  tax  that  may  be  levied  for  sehool 
purpo^? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  that  limit  t 

Answer.  Five  mills  on  the  dollar  for  the  purpose  of  paying  teachers,  £or  ttxe  teaoherB' 
fund,  and  ten  mills  on  the  dollar  for  building  purposes. 

Question.  That  makes  fifteen  mills  in  all  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is  levied  upon  the  propert}'  T 

Answer.  That  is  to  be  levied  upon  the  property  of  the  county. 

Question.  It  is  not  a  poll  tax  in  any  shi^  f 

Answer.  The  pull  ts^  croes  to  the  school  fund ;  but  the  tax  we  have  been  tafking 
about  is  a  direct  tax,  levied  by  the  board  of  enpervisors  under  the  laws  of  the  State; 
the  poll  tax  is  a  direct  tax  levied  by  the  State. 

Qvestion.  The  amount  raised  by  the  poll  tax  is  distributed  to  the  counties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  it  goes  to  the  board  of  sehool  directors. 

Question.  This  school  tax  is  levied  directly  by  the  board  of  supervisc»B  upon  tke 
property  of  the  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Those  supervisors  derive  their  appointment  from  the  governor  of  the  State f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  T^he  tax  levied  in  your  county  is  the  full  amount  allowed  by  law  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  our  taxable  property  in  the  county  was  about  $4,000,000 ;  we  aoked 
for  a  little  less,  I  think,  than  |30,000,  less  than  three-quarters  of  one  per  cent ;  Uie 
limit  fixed  by  the  law  is  one  and  a  half  per  cent. 

Question.  Who  fixes  the  valuation  of  property  for  taxable  purposes  f 

Answer.  That  is  done  by  the  assessor  of  the  county ;  the  assessor  i;oes  around  sod 
makes  his  assessments  the  same  as  in  any  other  State,  I  suppose.  The  school  hoard 
have  nothing  to  do  outside  of  making  the  estimate  of  the  amount  needed  for  school 
purposes,  and  handing  it  to  the  board  of  supervisors.  When  we  have  done  that,  oar 
duty  is  performed. 

Question.  And  it  Is  obligatory  upon  the  board  of  supervisors  to  raise  that  amount  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  we  are  within  the  limits  of  the  law. 

Question.  If  you  were  in  excess  of  what  the  law  allowed,  they  would  not  do  it  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  You  say  the  complaint  by  the  persons  there  was  that  they  were  compelled 
to  support  these  schools  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  more  excitement  got  up  on  the  school  tax  than  on  any 
other  question,  with  the  exception  of  the  railroad  tax,  and  I  do  not  know  that  I  wiU 
even  except  that.    Wo  also  had  a  railroad  tax  in  the  county. 

Question.  How  was  that  levied  ? 

Answer.  That  was  voted  upon  the  county  by  a  direct  vote  of  the  people ;  tb^«  was  a 
fifteen  thousand  dollar  railroad  tax  to  be  collected. 

Question.  That  was  voted  by  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  November  of  last  year. 

Question.  By  the  people  who  had  no  property  to  be  taxed  as  well  ae  by  those  who 
hadt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  voted  by  the  people  of  the  county.  It  was  Qeneral  Poinjsrt 
road,  and  it  received  the  most  hearty  sanction  of  all  the  democrats  in  the  coonty. 

Question.  In  what  sense  is  it  his  road  f 
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Answer,  It  is  the  Mempbis  and  Selma  road,  the  one  of  which  he  is  president.  There 
was  a  great  deal 'of  feeling  got  np  od  the  raibroad  tax,  and  also  a  great  deal  on  thb 
sobool  tax,  or  upon  the  school  system. 

Qneiikm,  The  school  tax  was  not  voted  by  the  people  Y 

Answer.  They  had  a  very  good  chance  to  vote  in  the  eleoticms  when  they  voted  fbr 
members  of  the  legislature ;  the  school  law  was  made  by  the  legislature  of  the  State. 

Quatkm,  Which  one ;  the  last  onef 

Answer,  *A11  the  school  law  we  have  was  the  legislation  of  the  State  legislature. 

Question.  The  last  legislature? 

Anstter,  Yes^^sir. 

(Question,  How  much  chance  had  t^e  people  to  elect  that  leg^latnref 

Answer,  The  people  to  elect  that  legislatare  f 

Question,  How  mnch  chance  had  the  people  in  the  election  of  members  of  that  legis- 
lature; what  had  they  to  do  with  thatT 

Ansicer.  I  can  only  speak  with  regard  to  my  own  county;  I  know  there  never  was 
a  more  ontrammeled  vote  cast  in  the  State  since  I  have  been  there  than  the  vote  in 
1869. 

Question,  Were  there  not  a  large  number  of  people  entirely  excluded  firom  the  right 

Answer,  Under  the  fourteenth  amendment  ? 
Que^ion,  Under  the  reconstmotion  laws. 
Ansmer,  Those  were  the  only  ones. 

Question,  That  excluded  very  neaiiy  the  entire  white  population  T 
Answer,  Not  in  my  county;  it  excluded  very  few  in  my  county;  most  of  the  people 
Toted  at  {he  election  in  1860,  certainly. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  That  was  the  election  held  under  (General  Ameef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Mr.  Blair.  It  excluded  every  person  who  had  ever  taken  an  oath  to  suj^Nirt  the 
Constitution  of  the  United  States  and  held  any  office ;  that  was  construed  by  thOvmili- 
tary  aothoiities  who  executed  that  law,  to  exclude  the  sexton  of  a  church. 

3lr.  Pool.  In  what  State? 

^ir.  Blaib.  In  Louisiana,  for  one ;  and  every  man  who  had  ever  been  a  Justice  of  the 
peace  or  a  constable  was  excluded. 

Sir.  Beck.  And  a  supervisor  of  a  highway. 

Mr.  Blair.  It  is  absnrd  to  say  it  did  not  exclude  almost  every  man  of  intelligence  or 
education  in  the  community. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QuesUon,  What  is  the  white  population  of  your  county? 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  exactly ;  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Can  you  guess  somewhere  about  what  it  is  ? 

Anstcer,  The  whole  population,  children  and  all,  I  should  siq^pose  was  not  lax  from  v 
ten  thousand. 

Qnestion,  Of  whites? 

Answer,  No ;  I  am  mistaken  in  that;  there  are  but  aboHt  five  or  six  thousand  whites. . 

Question,  How  man^  blacks  ? 

Answer,  Probably  nine  or  ten  thousand ;  I  presume  it  is  very  likely  there  are  sixteen 
tbouBand  inhabitants  in  the  county. 

Question,  Yon  htfve,  therefore,  very  nearly  twice  as  many  blacks  as  whites  ? 

Answer.  Perhaps  not  twice  as  many,  but  not  far  from  that. 

Question,  All  the  property  is  pretty  much  owned  by  the  white  people  in  the  county  ? 

Answer,  Almost  altogether ;  there  are  but  few  colored  men  who  own  property  there. 

Question,  You  say  you  had  twenty-six  schools  in  that  connty  ? 

Answer.  We  had  many  more  than  that ;  there  were  twenty-six  interrupted. 

Question.  How  many  schools  did  you  attempt  to  establish  m  your  connty  ? 

Answer,  About  sixty  in  alL 

Question,  Your  proposition  was  to  tax  the  property  holders  of  the  county  to  build ! 
tbo6e  flchool-houses  and  supply  teachers?' 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  school  law  of  the  State — what  everybody  proposed  to  do. . 

By  Mr.  Cobubk  : 

QvesiUm.  Bid  that  include  schools  of  both  colors? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QusfUon,  All  the  tax  had  to  come  out  of  the  white  people,  of  course  ? 
Answer.  Not  aU.    If  a  man  owns  a  cow  in  our  State  he  has  to  pay  a  school  tax ;  all 
proper^  is  taxable;  there  is  very  little  exempt.    Colored  men  own  some  stock,  but  not 
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much  land.    The  great  nu^rity  of  the  tax  of  Monroe  Coonty  came  ont  of  the  white 
I>9ople. 

QwstUm,  Was  it  supposed  that  the  huilding  of  sixty  school-houses,  and  the  employ- 
ment of  that  numher  of  teachers,  the  keeping  up  of  that  machinei^y  with  the  people 
impoyerished,  as  your  people  had  heeu,  was  a  reasonahle  thing  to  do  in  one  year? 

Answer,  We  thought  it  was  veij  moderate  indeed.  There  were  not  sixty  school- 
houses  to  be  built ;  we  only  asked  for  about  |9,000  for  school-house  purposes ;  the  rest 
was  for  the  payment  of  teachers.  But  there  were  more  white  schools  in  our  county 
than  colored  schools. 

Question,  How  did  you  come  to  be  a  United  States  officer  and  a  State  officer  at  tho 
same  time  Y    Was  there  no  incompatibility  in  the  positions  Y 

Answer,  The  appointment  was  made ;  I  suppose  the  fact  was  well  understood  by  the 
Department ;  I  cannot  answer  for  that.  I  know  that  almost  every  United  States  office' 
has  at  different  times  held  minor  State  offices. 

Qu£sHon,  At  the  same  time  with  the  other  offices  f 

Answer,  At  the  same  time,  a  great  many  of  them :  I  will  not  say  all. 

QvLsstum,  Is  that  the  rule  in  any  northern  State  T  Did  you  ever  know  it  to  occur  in 
any  except  the  reconstructed  States  f 

Answer,  I  am  not  sure  that  I  have  seen  it  so  much  in  the  northern  States. 

Q^esHon,  Did  you  ever  see  it  there  at  all  Y 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  have ;  I  do  not  remember. 

QuiSstion,  Is  there  nothing  that  you  know  of  in  the  laws  either  of  the  United  States 
or  of  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  prevent  a  man  t^m,  holding  a  Federal  office  and  a  State 
office  at  the  same  time  Y 

Answer,  Nothing  that  I  know  of. 

QuestAcm.  Since  you  went  to  that  county  you  have  held  the  office  of  Bureau  agent  Y 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  beg  your  pardon. 

QuesUan.  Since  you  went  to  Mississippi,  then  Y 

Answer.  1  served  in  Mississippi  as  a  Bureau  officer. 

Question,  For  what  length  or  time  Y 

Answer,  Some  eighteen  months,  I  think. 

QuestUm.  In  the  employ  of  General  Howard  Y    ' 

Answer,  I  was  in  his  Bureau ;  but  I  have  never  served  as  a  Bureau  officer  in  the  county 
>f  Monroe. 

QueaUon,  Since  you  have  been  in  the  county  of  Monroe  vou  have  been  sheriff,  axiper- 
jcitendent  of  schools,  and  United  States  assistant  assessor  Y 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  was  sheriff  for  the  extreme  period  of  six  weeks. 

i^iestion.  You  say  you  have  not  over  twenty  white  republicans  in  the  county  Y 

Ansvoer,  I  do  not  think  we  h^^ve. 

QuesUoH,  And  never  have  had  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  are  your  judge,  sheriff  and  clerk  of  the  county ;  are  they  republicans 
)r  democrats  Y 

Answer,  We  are  classed  with  other  counties  so  fax  as  judges  are  concerned— both  the 
'  chancellor  and  the  circuit  Judge. 

Question,  What  are  they  Y 

Answer.  The  circuit  Judge,  I  think,  is  a  republican ;  the  chancellor  was  always  ao- 
>  counted  a  democrat.  ^ 

Question,  Who  appointed  him  Y 

Answer.  Qovemor  Alcorn. 

Question,  All  your  officers  are  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

•  Question,  Ever^  officer  in  the  county  Y 

Answer.  Tes,  sur. 

Question,  Governor  Alcorn  was  elected  by  the  people  as  a  republican  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sic  I  said  every  officer  was  appointed  by  Mr.  Alcorn ;  I  will  qualify  that ; 
I  really  was  appointed  by  the  State  board  of  education. 

Question.  The  members  of  the  State  board  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  are  elected.  Judge  Morris,  whom  you  had  here  yesterday^  ^as 
one  of  three  members  of  the  State  board  of  education. 

Question.  They  are  all  republicans  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  elected  oy  over  40,000  majority. 

Question.  So  that  all  the  official  machinery  of  your  county  is  republican,  in  one  form 
or  other  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  a  republican  county. 

Question.  Your  judges,  eheriifi^  clerks,  and  others,  of  course,  have  the  control  over  tiie' 
selection  of  the  juries,  have  they  not  Y 

Answer,  Our  sheriff  never  was  accounted  a  republican  in  the  world ;  I  do  not  know 
^kokt  ho  ever  voted  the  republican  ticket. 
^  Question.  I  did  not  ask  you  that  question. 
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Anmoer,  The  officers,  of  eomse,  have  the  control  and  selection  of  juries. 

Quettion,  That  is  the  question  I  asked  you.  You  have  told  me  what  your  Officers 
were.  Therefore,  in  the  trial  of  causes  your  juctee  and  the  officers  who  select  your 
jurors  were  either  the  appointees  of  Governor  Akom,  or  were  themselres  elected  as 
republicans  f 

Answer,  Tee,  sir,  that  is  correct. 

QvLetUofu  Tou  spoke  of  one  man  who  was  killed,  who  was  the  president  of  aTepubliean 
club.    What  do  you  mean  by  that,  what  sort  of  a  club  f 

Question.  WeU,  sir,  it  is  a  republican  orgjanisation ;  the  parties  merely  get  together 
and  sign  a  paper.  There  is  no  oath  at  all  in  the  Monroe  Coonty  dubs,  none  given  or 
taken ;  they  are  just  merely  local  organizations  among  themselves.  And  the  man  who 
was  killed  was  Uie  nresident  of  one  of  them. 

Question,  The  machinery  of  those  clubs  is  pretty  much  nm  by  yon  fifteen  or  twenty 
white  men  Y 

Answer,  Well,  the  republicans  run  the  republiom  dabs. 

Question.  WeU,  do  you  fifteen  or  twentv  white  men  control  the  dobs  or  not  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  they  control  them ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have  ever  seen 
that  club  in  my  life. 

Question.  What  per  cent,  of  your  negro  popnlaiaon  can  read  and  write  T 

Answer,  A  very  small  per  cent. ;  I  do  not  thmk  we  have  more  than  a  hundred  colored 
voters  in  the  county  who  can  read ;  it  is  a  very  small  proportion. 

Question.  Did  the  two  men  who  tamed  State's  evidence  at  Chdbrd  make  any  confes- 
sion ontil  after  it  was  proved  they  were  the  guilty  parties. 

Answer.  Kot  until  after  they  were  arrested  as  Ku-Klux ;  they  were  arrested  upon  the 
charge  of  murder. 

QuMHon.  Did  they  make  any  confession  until  after  the  wife  of  the  man  who  was 
killed — ^he  was  killed,  was  he  not  f 

Answer,  Yes«sir. 

Question.  Did  they  make  any  confession  until  after  the  wife  of  the  man  who  was 
killed  swore  to  their  identity  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  proven  against  them  first  before  they  made  any  confession  f 

Answer.  The  indictment  was  foond  against  them. 

Question.  She  had  been  before  the  grand  jury  and  identified  them,  before  they  made 
any  confession  f 

Answer,  That  is  the  fact,  as  I  understand  it ;  I  was  not  bef<»e  the  grand  jury,  and  I 
cannot  tell  exactly  whether  th^  indictment  was  found  on  her  testimony  altoffether  or 
not.  But  it  was  her  testimony  that  caused  the  indictment  of  the  men,  I  thiiuc ;  there 
is  no  question  about  that. 

Question.  And  it  was  after  they  were  indicted,  after  she  had  sworn  against  them,  that 
they  turned  State's  evidence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  both  colored  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  identify  anybody  but  those  two  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  several. 

Question.  How  many  white  men  did  she  identify  Y 

Answer.  I  think  she  identified  eight  or  ten  men. 

Question,  Yoa  are  speakins  of  her  testimony  before  the  grand  jury  Y 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  much  iu  reference  to  the  testimony  before  the  grand  jury,  for  I 
did  not  see  that  testimony ;  but  I  heard  the  testimony  given  in  the  court. 

Question.  You  heard  her  testify  in  the  court  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  after  these  men  turned  State's  evidence  that  you  beard  her  testify  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  she  testified  to  before  they  turned  State's  evidence  you  don't  know  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  heard  how  many  she  identified  before  tiie  grand  joiy  Y 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  What  excuse,  if  any,  did  those  men  give  for  not  having  ocmfessed  before 
they  were  identified  f 

Answer.  They  told  me  that  they  were  afraid ;  that  is  all. 

Question.  Were  they  any  more  afraid  before  identification  by.  hec  than  afterward  f 

Answer.  They  were  assured  protection  by  the  officers  of  the  court. 

Question.  After  it  was  proved  on  them  f 

Answer.  They  were  told  that  if  Uiey  confessed  they  would  be  protected  against  any 
outrage ;  nothms  further  than  that.  They  were  p^tected  then,  while  bef<»e  they 
-were  not ;  that  is  all  I  know.  They  lived  in  the  community,  and  if  they  had  told 
liefore  it  might  have  cost  them  their  lives,  or  a  oreat  d<^  cf  trouble. 

Qu^tion.  You  say  the  men  who  were  tried  for  ^hat  first  case  of  killing  were  aoqaitted  Y 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  those  who  were  tried  for  killing  the  two  Flint  boyB. 

Q^e8tion.  The  judge  who  tried  them  was  a  repabfican  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sii*. 

Question,  And  the  officers  of  the  court  were  republicans  f 

ATiswer,  They  were  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  And  vet,  tried  in  a  court  of  that  sort/  with  that  class  of  ofQcers,  they  WBte 
acquitted—found  not  guilty  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  tried  by  a  jury  selected  by  republican  officers,  were  they  not  t 

Answer.  They  were  tried  by  a  lury  selected  by  the  authorities  of  our  county. 

QuestUm.  You  think  that  acquittal  was  in  the  fooe  of  the  eyidence,  and  in  yiolation 
of  it? 

Answer.  I  do ;  I  heard  the  testimony  myselfl 

Question.  Has  that  testimony  ever  been  printed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  Imow  of. 

Question.  What  was  tiie  name  of  your  judge  Y 

Answer.  Jodse  Boone. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  his  first  name. 

Question.  Is  he  judge  of  your  circuit  now  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  fimlt  found  by  him  with  the  verdict  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  I  never  talked  with  him  on  the  subject  at  all :  I  could  not  tell  you. 

Question,  You  just  have  your  own  opinion  that  )the  jury  peijtired  themselves,  and 
found  a  false  verdict  Y 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  Did  the  judge  deliver  the  law  properly  to  them  Y 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  I  was  not  there  at  the  time. 

Qumiwn,  You  heard  the  trial  f 

Answer,  I  heard  the  three  men  testify  before  the  court. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  all  the  testimony  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  about  the  aUfns  ;  I  heard  some  of  it. 

Question.  How  do  you  know,  without  hearing  all  the  testimony,  whether  the  verdict 
was  a  true  one  or  not  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  opinion. 

QueetioTi.  You  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  f 

Answer.  It  is  my  opinion  that  it  was  an  incoirect  verdict. 

Questiom.  You  do  not  know  what  was  proven  fbr  the  defense  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  could  not  know  what  was  proven,  unless  I  heard  it  all. 

Question,  If  a  negro  was  to  swear  that  at  a  quarter  past  3  o'clock  to-day  [ pointing 
to  the  clock]  I  had  l^illed  a  man  in  Georgetown,  and  Judare  Poland  and  the  other  mem- 
bers of  this  committee  were  to  swear  that  at  that  time  I  was  stting  in  my  seat  here, 
and  I  was  acquitted  on  that  testimony,  would  you  say  I  was  wrongrally  acquitted ! 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  but  what  just  as  strong  evidence  as  that  was  given 
there  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  und^fitand  that  all  the  men  in  the  Ku-Klux  oigan- 
izatlon  are  sworn  to  protect  each  other. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  all  the  white  men  in  your  country  are  liars,  and 
all  the  negroes  tell  the  truth  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir— certainly  not. 

Question.  Do  ^ou  believe  all  the  negroes  there  tell  the  truth? 

Ansicer,  No,  sir;  of  course  I  do  not. 

Question,  Then,  if  a  respectable  white  man  should  co  up  and  swear  to  a  state  of 
facts  inconsistent  with  the  statement  of  a  negro,  whicn  would  you  b^eve,  the  white 
man  or  the  negro  t 

Amwcr.  I  should  want  to  hear  both  sides  of  the  testimony,  and  then  make  up  my 
opinion  about  it. 

Question,  You  do  not  do  that  in  this  case ;  you  did  not  hear  both  sides ;  so  you  hare 
just  told  me. 

Answer,  I  t-old  you  that  I  did  not  hear  all  the  testimony  for  the  alibis. 

Question.  Yet  you  come  here  and  swear  before  this  committee  that  in  your  judgment 
that  jury  peijured  themselves. 

Answer,  I  state  that,  in  my  opinion,  that  was  an  incorrect  verdict;  I  cannot  stste 
it  any  more  plainly.  I  heard  the  evidence,  and  I  have  understood  how  the  organiza- 
tion is  governed  in  that  respect.  I  have  stated  that  is  my  opinion  of  the  verdict,  and 
I  swear  that  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  whether  those  men  who  were  on  trial  had  anything  to  do 
with  that  murder  or  not  T 

QuesUon.  I  was  not  with  them ;  I  merely  heard  the  evidence  for  the  prosecution. 
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•    Question,  And  all  tbe  evidence  you  have  given  here,  except  in  your  own  case,  was 
from  hearsay,  the  tales  of  other  people. 

Jnstcer.  Certainly;  I  was  nut  at  any  other  Ka-Klnx  raid  but  my  own. 

Queaiion,  Yon  say  that  you  had  been  in  the  exercise  of  your  duty  at  all  times,  strictly 
within  the  line  of  it,  and  had  never  given  any  just  cause  of  offense  to  anybody,  in  tb<i^ 
management  of  your  affairs  f 

Answer.  I  do  say  so  most  positively ;  there  never  has  been  any  charge  made  against 
me  in  all  the  troubles  that  we  have  had  in  my  county. 

Question.  When  did  you  make  up  this  little  book  from  which  you  were  reading  the 
cases  you  stated  here  f 

Answer,  The  items  in  my  own  case  I  put  down  directly  after  the  thing  occurred ;  I 
think  it  was  either  on  the  Saturday  or  the  Sunday  after. 

Question,  And  the  other  items  which  you  read — when  did  you  put  them  down  T 

Answer,  I  put  them  down  at  different  times  as  I  |(ot  them.  1  transferred  them  to 
this  book  all  at  one  time. 

Question,  How  long  were  you  acting  as  deputy  United  States  marshal  t 

Answer,  About  two  weeks. 

Question.  Still  holding  all  the  other  offtces  at  the  same  time  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  you  then  were  holding  three  offtces  at  once  Y 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  I  was  a  special  deputy  to  make  these  arrests. 

Question,  What  property  do  you  own  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  Most  of  my  property  is  personal  property. 

Question,  Do  you  own  any  real  estate  in  that  county  t 

Answer,  No,  sir :  I  do  not ;  I  might  have  owned  some  if  I  thought  things  were  going 
to  be  more  settled. 

Question,  The  fact  is  that  you  do  not  own  any  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  own  any  in  the  county. 

Question,  Do  you  own  any,  in  Misssissippi  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  will  s'tate  that  I  planted  very  largely  there  in  1866.  I  have 
taken  a  great  deal  of  money  into  that  county  and  used  It  there. 

Question.  What  was  the  amount  of  tax  that  you  expected  to  collect  from  the  people 
of  that  county  for  school  purposes? 

Answer,  It  was  between  twenty-nine  thousand  and  thirty  thousand  dollars, I  think; 
that  was  the  estimate  handed  to  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  it  has  never  been 
changed. 

Questiow^  The  bulk  of  the  property  of  the  people  consists  in  real  estate,  does  it  not  ? 

Answer,  I  expect  it  would  oe  safe  to  say  the  bulk,  the  maiority  of  it;  but  I  think  the 
personal  property  and  the  real  estate  are  very  nearly  equal;  that  is  what  I  remember 
from  looking  at  the  personal  lists  of  the  county. 

"Question.  Are  the  people  of  your  county  all  wealthy  now  ? 

Answer.  Many  of  them  are;  they  pay  large  incomes;  that  is  the  way  I  Judge;  I 
know  what  their  taxes  are  to  the  Government. 

Question.  Are  those  Oxford  trials  still  progressing  ? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir;  the  habeas  corpus  case  was  clo^,  and  the  men  were  released  on 
bonds. 

Question,  "Hdw  many  of  them  were  heldt 

Answer.  1  think  they  were  all  released. 

Question.  How  many  were  held' to  bail  ? 

Answer,  I  think  twenty-eight  of  them  were. 

Question,  Are  they  all  white  people,  except  those  two  who  turned  State's  evidence  Y 

Ansioer,  No,  sir ;  there  are  four  colored  men  out  of  the  twenty-eiffht. 

Question.  There  were  two  colored  men  in  the  same  raid,  besides  the  two  who  turned 
State's  evidence! 

Anstcer,  Tes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  How  came  they  to  be  mixed  up  with  the  whites  in  raids  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  know  that  one  of  them  was  always  said  to  vote  the 
democratic  ticket,  the  only  one  I  know  out  of  all  the  crowd. 

Question.  Has  anybody  ever  come  to  you  with  any  complaint  and  admitted  that  he 
had  done  wrong,  or  that  there  was  any  reasonable  cause  for  interrupting  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  ever  any  one  did.    Under  what  circumstances  t 

Question.  Under  any  sort  of  circumstances. 

Answer.  About  these  Kn-Klux  matters  T 

Question.  Yes;  did  any  of  these  people  who  came  to  you  ever  admit  they  had  done 
wrong  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  any  ever  did. 

Q^estion.  They  all  know  you  are  a  leading  republican  t 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  our  colored  people  know  me  as  a  republican  in  that 
county. 

Question,  All  who  come  to  you  know  you  are  a  republican  t 
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Answer*  Certainly. 

Question,  And  they  come  to  yon,  when  they  come  at  all,  to  get  your  aid  and 
ance  T 

Answer*  They  frequently  come  to  me  with  their  stories  and  troubles. 

Que$ii(ht,  And  they  make  their  own  republicanism  very  dearly  loiown  to  you  when 
they  come  T 

Answer*  If  they  are,  as  the  most  of  them  who  are  attacked  are,  if  they  are  generally 
leaders,  I  know  whet^r  they  are  republicans  or  not;  if  they  are  leading  men  in  their 
neighborhoods,  I  know  it. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question.  I  will  refer  for  a  moment  to  the  trial  in  the  Flint  case ;  I  will  ask  you  if 
there  were  any  colored  men  on  that  Jury  f 

Anstcer,  Not  one. 

Question,  They  were  all  white  menf 

Answer,  All  white  men. 

Question,  Do  colored  men  usually  sit  upon  Juries  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  in  every  other  case  in  that  county  since  the  order  of 
General  Ames  was  issued,  allowing  them  to  sit  on  juries ;  that  case  is  the  only  excep- 
tion. 

Question,  Does  anybody  have  the  selection  of  the  jury,  or  are  their  names  drawn 
from  a  box  t 

Ansicer,  This  was  a  special  ventre;  I  suppose  the  officers  of  the  county  drew  the 
names. 

Question,  Were  you  present  when  they  were  drawn  t 

Answer,  "So,  sir.  ^ 

Question,  Mr.  Beck  spoke  of  there  beln^  a  republican  judge  and  republican  ofiScem. 
Do  the  republican  officers  have  the  selection  of  the  juries  t 

Answer,  They  have  the  drawing  of  the  venire;  that  is  all. 

Question.  A  list  of  names  is  put  in  the  box,  and  It  is  all  chance  who  are  drawn  out  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quention.  Those  men  were  on  trial  for  murder  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  many  peremptory  challenges  the  defense  had  T 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  they  exhausted  their  cnalleuges. 

Question,  Did  thev  challenge  any  colored  man  as  a  juror  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know;  I  cannot  state  that  positively. 

Question,  But  it  was  so  arranged  in  some  way  that  they  were  all  white  men  on  the 
jurv? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  one  on  that  Jury  was  a  member  of 
the  Ku-Klux  organization  t 

Answer.  I  did  not  know  many  of  the  men. 

Question,  You  say  they  attempted  to  prove  an  aUbi  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Is  that  a  common  resort  of  the  Ku-Klux  when  they  are  brought  up  for 
trial  t  • 

Answer.  That  is  the  only  case  we  bave  had  in  our  county ;  I  cannot  speak  with  refer- 
ence to  other  cases,  except  the  Oxford  case :  they  tried  it  there. 

Question,  They  tried  to  prove  an  alibi  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quest{6n,  You  say  it  is  your  understanding  that  there  is  an  oath  taken  by  the  mem- 
bers of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  that  they  will  swear  for  each  other  t 

Anstcer,  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question,  Could  they  well  swear  for  each  other  in  any  other  way  than  to  prove  an 

Anstcer,  In  the  trials? 

Qtieslion,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  They  could  not  swear  otherwise  without  confessing  that  they  were  present 
when  the  outrage  was  committed  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  reason  why  you  put  little  confidence  in  their  proof  of  an  alibi  f 

Anstcer,  That  is  one  ground  for  my  opinion ;  then  I  have  no  confidence  in  their  trial 
by  our  State  courts ;  I  believe  they  will  do  everything  to  get  their  own  members  on 
the  jury;  that  was  really  the  foundation  of  my  opinion. 

Question,  And  will  peijnre  themselves  by  swearing  to  an  alibi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  the  testimony  there,  and  it  was  very  plain  and  positive; 
there  was  no  equivocating  at  all ;  three  men  swore  positively  that  those  were  the  men, 
and  they  saw  them. 
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QueaUon,  You  say  tbeir  success  in  getting  dear  in  that  case,  where  the  evidenoe  was 
BO  poflitiTO  against  them,  seemed  to  embolden  the  Ka-Klnx  oi^anization  T 

An9wer.  It  seemed  to  let  them  entirely  loose  upon  the  people. 

QueaiUm.  Did  you  see  that  manifestea  in  the  denieanor  of  men  in  that  county? 

Answer,  Not  so  much  in  that  way. 

Question.  But  shortly  afterwards  these  outrages  again  commenced  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  further  effort  made  to  bring  anybody  to  trial  for  these  offenses  f 

Ansujer.  There  never  has  been  in  that  county ;  that  seemed  to  put  a  ^detus  on  all 
efforts  of  our  courts  to  do  anything. 

Question.  In  the  trial  in  the  United  States  court  at  Oxford;  you  say  the  wife  of  the 
party  who  was  killed  identified  these  colored  men,  and  some  white  men  besides  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Had  you  known  Joe  Davis  or  Hatch  before  t 

Answer.  1  had  seen  Joe  Davis  ;  I  never  saw  Hatch  before. 

Question.  How  did  Joe  Davis  vote  ^t  the  election  f 

Answer.  He  was  a  republican. 

Question.  He  stated  that  he  was  made  to  go  with  them. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  that  he  was  forced  to  go  in  with  them. 

Question.  And  in  the  raids  he  was  put  ahead  and  nade  to  take  the  first  of  the  danger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUfm.  He  was  made  to  take  the  man  from  under  the  bed  that  night,  so  that  if  any 
shot  was  fired  by  him  he  would  get  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  alleged  in  that  county  that  those  were  colored  Inen  who  disguised 
themselves  and  their  norses,  and  went  around  and  committed  these  crimes  f 

Answer.  I  saw  an  article  in  one  issue  of  the  Aberdeen  Examiner  which  said  that  the 
whole  Klan  seemed  to  be  colored  men. 

Questi4yn.  That  is  a  democratic  paper  published  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  It  was  stated  while  I  was  in  Washington  here  that  Mr.  Ross 
thought  he  recognized  a  negro's  foot  in  the  crowd ;  and  another  incident  was  brought 
oat  to  make  them  think  that  a  colored  man  was  in  it.  And  the  paper  said  that  it  seemed 
that  the  whole  Elan  were  colored  men. 

Question.  That  was  said  in  a  democratic  paper  at  the  time  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  apology  offered  in  the  paper  for  it,  any  palliation  for  such  offenses? 

Ansicer.  It  said  many  things  in  their  favor,  yes,  sir }  it  used  all  its  efforts  toward  up- 
holding the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Did  that  paper  claim  that  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  composed  of  col- 
ored men,  or  simplv  that  this  company  that  went  about  were  colored  men  ? 

Answer.  It  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  seemed  to  be  composed  of  colored  men. 

Question.  And  still  it  was  in  the  habit  of  apologizing  to  some  extent  for  their  out- 
rages? 

Answer  Yes,  sir.    Many  of  the  press  in  my  State  uphold  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  any  of  the  repubhcan  press  uphold  them? 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Did  you  see  many  of  the  men  who  were  after  you  that  night ;  did  you  see 
enough  of  them  to  be  able  to  state  whether  they  were  colored  men  or  white  men  ? 

Ansiver.  There  was  no  colored  man  there.  It  was  stated  by  this  Joe  Davis  that  there 
were  no  colored  men  in  the  crowd  that  night. 

Question.  He  was  not  there  ? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Were  their  hands  disguised  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  could  tell  whether  they  were  white  or  colored  in  the  moonlight  that 
night? 

Answer.  1  could  have  told,  certainly. 

Question.  They  were  all  white  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  see  their  boots  and  pants,  and  I  could  Judge  firom  their 
bands  and  feet  whether  they  were  genteelly  dressed  persons ;  most  of  them  were  gen- 
teel people  besides  being  white  people. 

Question.  Could  vou  not  tell  m>m  their  language  whether  they  were  white  or  colored  ? 

Anstcer.  Certainly  I  could. 

Question.  Can  you  not  tell  a  colored  man  in  the  dark  by  his  language  ? 

Answer.  Generally :  yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  the  language  of  those  men  that  of  white  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  cultivated  men. 

Question.  Mr.  Ross  was  the  man  with  whom  you  stopped  that  night  ? 

Ansuoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Ques^n,  Did  he  suppose  they  were  oolored  men  ? 
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'  Anewer,  He  said  he  tbonght  he  recognized  one  as  a  colored  man  by  bis  feet  j  he  said 
he  could  tell  a  negro'svfoot  wherever  he  saw  it,  even  If  it  was  in  a  Ka-Klox  costmne. 

Question.  Did  he  say  whether  there  were  more  tiian  one  there  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  chief  of  the  Klan  who  attacked  yon  dressed  differently  from  tiie 
others  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuestMH.  Were  any  orders  given  in  tiieir  marching  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  ]to  close  up;  to  keep  time,  and  to  be  quiet;  those  three  ofders  I 
heard. 

Question.  Yon  say  there  is  a  general  state  of  t6rr<Nr  among  the  negroeB  thore  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Before  the  United  States  authorities  went  there  t 

Ansu>er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  terror  manifested  among  the  white  demoimratst 

Ansujer.  NotataU.  ' 

Question.  They  did  not  seem  to  be  at  all  afhdd  of  them  t 

Answer.  Not  at  all. 

Question.  Suppose  the  Ku-Elux  had  been  colored  men,  would  not  the  white  people 
have  been  afraid  t  • 

Answer.  Certainly  they  would. 

QuesH&m.  Have  you  any  idea  at  all  that  this  trumped-up  matter  about  their  being 
colored  men  is  anything  more  than  a  mere  sham  t 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  of  that,  from  the  men  that  I  saw ;  they  were  all  white  moo. 

Question.  Do  the  white  people  in  that  community  even  allege  that  they  were  colored 
ment 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  The^  do  not  aUege  it  in  the  community  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QuesHon.  That  allegation  in  the  democratic  paper  was  an  exception  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quetttion.  What  is  the  population  of  your  county  t 

Answer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  state  exactly ;  I  think,  though,  as  I  told  Mr.  Beck, 
that  it  is  some  sixteen  thousand ;  not  &r  from  that.  There  are  five  or  six  thousand 
whites,  and  I  think  some  eight  or  ten  thousand  colored  people. 

Question.  Is  that  a  rich,  prosperous  community  t 

Answer.  We  are  divided  by  tne  Tombigbee  River ;  a  portion  of  the  coxmty  is  very  rich 
land.  On  the  east  side  of  the  river  there  are  mostly  poor  men,  the  hill  people,  as  we 
call  them ;  but  in  the  fork  of  the  river,  whore  I  was,  the  lands  are  better  ana  tlie  peo- 
ple are  more  wealthy.  Monroe  County  is  a  county  of  cultivated  and  educated  people, 
and  well  to  do.  ^ 

Question.  Wealthy  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  intelligent,  wealthy  people. 

Question.  Was  the  school  tax  of  |29,000  an  onerous  tax  on  that  people  t 

Ansujer.  I  thought  it  was  veij  light.  We  did  not  go  to  near  the  limit  that  was  allowed 
us  by  the  law,  and  it  was  as  little  as  we  could  get  along  with. 

Question.  If  you  had  gone  to  the  extent  of  the  law  the  amount  would  have  been  much 
larger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  about  150,000. 

Question.  Nearly  double  the  amount  for  which  you  asked  f 

Answer.  Just  about  double. 

Question.  Yon  did  not  go  to  more  than  one-half  the  extent  the  law  allowed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  could  be  very  easily  told ;  the  property  was  valued  at  $4,000,000, 
and  we  asked  for  only  |29,000 ;  that  was  not  more  than  half  what  the  law  ^owed  us 
to  take. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  Kn-Klux  outrages  in  counties  a4joining  yours  f  I 
think  you  said  there  had  been. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  the  instances  I  gave  were  in  acUoining  counties. 

Question.  Did  those  persons  who  confessed  in  the  Oxford  ease  that  they  were  mem- 
bers of  the  Klan,  give  the  signs  and  passwords  of  the  order  f 

Ansufer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  asked  them,  and  I  never  understood  anything  of  that  from 
them. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  about  its  being  an  organization  that  extended  beyond 
that  locality  t 

Ansufer.  They  did  not  seem  to  know  anything  about  that.  They  stated  that  they 
went  in  the  Klan  across  the  river  where  this  man  Abraham  Wamble  was  murdered : 
that  was  the  only  time  they  said  they  were  across  the  river. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  talked  with  white  people  there  who  were  democrats  aboat 
this  outrage  upon  yourself? 

-4iwir«r.  Not  much,  very  little. 
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Question  Did  you  ever  converse  with  them  aboat  the  operations  of  the  Eo-Elux  f 

Anncer,  Agreat  deal  before  them. 

Question.  What  seemed  to  be  the  general  tone  of  sentiment  among  them  in  regard 
toitt 

Answer,  They  treated  it  as  a  sort  of  a  ioke,  they  treated  it  very  lightly ;  when  they 
first  commenced  their  operations  there  they  wonld  laugh  at  them ;  the  people  stated 
that  it  was  only  boys'  fun :  the  whole  disposition  of  the  community  seemed  to  be  to 
laugh  at  it.  And  on  the  8th  of  March,  before  the  9tfa,  when  I  was  attacked,  Mrs.  Willis 
was  talking  about  ^em,  and  called  them  the  regulators,  and  asked  me  jokingly,  if  J 
was  not  a&aid  of  them.  The  whole  tenor  seemed  to  be  to  laugh  and  Joke  at  the  Ku 
Klnx. 

QuesUan,  Was  that  Willis  familv  a  democratic  family  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  a  very  respectable '&mily ;  I  do  not  think  they  would  have  anything 
to  do  with  the  Ku-Elux. 

Question.  Did  the^ncM^roes  treat  it  asajoket 

Answer.  That  was  the  time  when  I  stated  I  had  never  seen  such  excitement  in  mx 
lifet 

QuesUon.  The  negroes  were  frightened  f 

Answer.  They  were  perfectly  panic  stricken.  This  fcunil^  was  a  very  wealthy 
family,  and  had  a  great  deal  of  land  to  work.  Mrs^  Willis  said  that  their  operations 
had  demoralized  their  fireedmen.  so  that  they  could  not  get  them  to  work,  and  theii 
crop  was  going  to  be  injured,  it  not  mined,  for  want  of  work ;  that  there  was  such  a 
state  of  excitement  there  that  the  freedmen  would  not  work. 

(Question.  Do  the  colored  people  seem  to  be  encouraged  to  work  better,  and  to  feel 
more  secure^  since  the  United  States  Government  has  put  its  hand  upon  this  matter  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  the  crops  are  going  ahead  now. 

Question.  What  was  the  effect  which  these  arrests  produced  upon  the  white  people 
when  you  went  down  there  t 

Answer.  It  was  very  calming ;  they  seemed  to  be  very  much  afraid  of  the  United 
States  authorities ;  very  fearfuL 

Question.  Was  there  any  demonstration  made  in  favor  of  the  prisoners  after  you  took 
them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  when  I  came  into  town  they  were  treated  with  great  respect,  and 
some  enthusiasm,  but  still  the^  were  more  or  less  careful  how  they  expressed  it.  One 
family  took  the  whole  band  of  Ku-Klux  home  with  them  to  dinner.  * 

Question.  Yon  mean  the  prisoners  yon  had  arrested  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  asked  if  the;^  could  have  the  privilege  of  taking  them  home  to  dine 
with  them,  one  of  the  lirst  families  in  town^  the  most  wesuthy ;  I  gave  them  the  oppor- 
timity  to  give  them  a  good  dinner.  The  feeling  was  that  of  sympathy  with  the  £n- 
Klnx,  but  it  was  not  really  much  disrespect  to  the  Qovemment  authorities.  But  on 
their  return  from  the  investigation  the  demonstrations  went  even  further  than  before : 
they  fired  a  number  of  cannon,  had  speeches,  and  a  general  Jubilee,  when  they  returned 
on  their  bonds. 

By  Mr.  Cobusk  : 

Question.  What  is  the  name  of  the  county  In  which  yon  said  the  school  tax  had  to  be 
refunded  t  .     . 

Answer.  Lowndes  Couni^.  * 

Question.  How  much  of  it  had  been  collected  t 

Answer.  I  think  about  one-third  of  the  tax,  whatever  it  was ;  I  think  their  tax  was 
not  far  from  what  ours  was. 

Question.  How  was  it  that  the  commissioners  and  officers  refunded  it  t 

Answer.  The  board  of  supervisors  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  cannot  tell  yon  only  as  it  was  told  me  by  the  superintendent  of 
the  connty.  He  told  me  they  were  firightened  into  it ;  that  the  people  made  such  a 
fuss ;  that  the  Klan  made  so  much  trouble  and  so  many  threats,  wrote  them  so  many 
notices^  and  worked  upon  them  as  they  usually  do,  that  it  demoralized  the  board  of 
supervisors,  so  that  they  rescinded  the  tax  and  paid  back  the  amount  which  had 
already  been  collected. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  other  instance  in  which  officers  of  the  law  have  been 
demoralized  by  these  operations? 

Answer.  Wherever  there  is  an  officer  in  our  part  of  the  country  that  officer  is  demor- 
alized. 

Question.  With  what  respect  do  the  people  treat  the  courts  f  Have  you  ever  seen 
any  instance  in  which  the  court  was  treated  with  contempt  t 

Ansrver.  I  think  the  United  States  court  at  Oxford  received  a  good  share  of  contempt 
on  the  2lBt  of  June. 

Question.  How  was  thatf 

Answer.  Colonel  Lamar,  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  was  sj^eaking,  I  think,  and 


298   CONDITION  OF  AFFAIBS  IN  THS  80UTHEBN  STATES. 

a  United  States  witness  oame  in.  Lamar  demanded  that  that  witness  be  arrested,  and 
said  that  he  had  given  him  some  insalt  on  the  street  in  the  morning.  The  conrt  seemed 
Tery  much  at  a  loss  to  know  what  it  might  mean. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  Was  it  a  colored  witness?  ^ 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  ^hite  man  from  N(«abee  County.  Hie  eonrt  did  not  order 
his  arrest  at  once,  and  Mr.  Lamar  became  very  mnch  excitod  and  commenced  ahnsing 
the  jadge  and  defied  the  conrt;  he  made  the  remaric  twice  that  he  defied  the  court, 
and  the  district  attorney  arose  to  excuse  the  witness.  Lamar  told  him  to  shnt  up,  to 
hash  up,  and  sit  down,  and  drew  a  chair  on  the  witness  and  struck  him.  The  maTshal 
Bteppea  up  to  defend  the  witness,  or  to  quiet  the  disturbance,  and  Lamar  gave  him  a 
blow  with  the  fist  on  the  side  of  the  head  that  Iniooked  him  down.  He  then  went  on 
with  the  most  abusive  tirade  against  the  United  States  authorities,  against  the  Fed- 
eral minions,  as'  he  styled  them,  bronght  down  there  to  trample  them  under  foot; 
abused  the  court  and  all  the  officers  of  the  court.  The  p|risoner8  lumped  over  the  bar 
aud  rolled  up  their  sleeves :  and  the  students  of  the  university  there  cheered,  as  did 
the  citizens,  at  the  speech  of  Lamar. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

QutsUon,  How  many  prisoners  were  there  t 

Anstoer,  Twenty-eight. 

Question.  And  they  jumped  over  the  bar  and  rolled  up  their  sleeves  f 

Answer,  As  if  going  in  to  have  a  good  time. 

Question,  Did  tnoy  try  to  escape  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  going  to  help  Lamar  and  to  dean  out  the  court.  The 
troops  who  were  in  charge  of  the  prisoners  came  in  and  quelled  the  excitement.  I 
have  not  been  iu  the  courts,  with  the  exception  of  the  Ku-Klux  trials  in  Monroe^  for 
six  or  eight  months ;  and  no  insults  were  oflered  to  the  conrt  at  that  time. 

Question.  Have  the  colored  people  iu  the  county  done  anything,  as  a  class,  or  gener- 
ally, ajgainst  the  whites,  against  the  democrats,  to  arouse  their  animosity,  and  caase 
anything  like  this  Ku-Klux  organization  f 

Answer.  At  the  time  our  troubles  commenced  last  August  there  was  no  election  to 
be  held ;  it  was  in  a  time  of  most  profound  peace  in  that  county.  The  school  law 
had  not  begun  to  be  agitat.ed  at  ail,  and  there  was  no  question  at  all  about  pohtics. 
I  h'Ave  always  accounted  for  it  &s  the  efiect  of  the  Alabama  elections,  as  the  results  of 
the  troubles  gotten  up  there. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  demeanor  of  the  colored  people  of  that  country  toward 
the  whites  f 

Answer.  They  have  always  been  very  quiet,  and  are  now  as  quiet  and  as  peaceably 
disposed  as  any  people  I  ever  saw,  and  I  have  been  in  many  counties;  they  are  obedi- 
ent and  civil. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  18, 1871. 

JOSHUA  S.  MORRIS  sworn  and  examined : 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  T 

Ansicer.  At  Jackson,  Mississippi. 

Question,  That  is  the  capital  of  your  State  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  resided  there  t 

Answer,  I  have  lived  iu  the  State  about  twentv  years.    I  was  bom  in  TennMBsai 

Question,  You  have  always  lived  in  the  South  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Your  profession  is  that  of  a  lawyer  f 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hold  any  public  position  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  1  was  a  justice  of  the  peace  and  a  postmaster  at  one  time. 

Question.  At  Jackson  7 

Answer,  No,  sir  ;   at  Port  Gibson. 

Question,  Have  you  had  somewhat  extensive  practice  as  a  lawyer  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  yon  practiced  in  different  counties  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Through  how  many  counties  has  your  practice  as  a  lawyer  extended  f  ^ 

Ansxoer.  Three  or  four. 

Question,  About  in  your  own  vicinity  f 
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Amwer,  In  the  vicinity  of  Port  Gibsop,  where  I  resided. 

Question.  How  far  is  Port  Oibeou  £ix>m  Jaoksou  t 

Answer,  I  think  abont  sixty  miles. 

Queetion,  In  which  direction  f 

Answer.  South.    It  is  aboot  half  way  between  Vicksbnrg  and  Natchez. 

Question,  Do  you  now  hold  some  official  position  in  your  State  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  attorney  general  of  the  State  and  reporter  c^  ^e  decisions  of  ' 
the  supreme  court. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  held  each  of  those  i>osition8 1 

Anstcer.  I  have  been  attorney  general  firom  the  time  when  the  present  government 
of  Blississippl  went  into  operation;  I  was  appointed  reporter  of  the  decisions  of  the 
supreme  court  soon  after  the  court  organized ;  I  do  not  recollect  the  exact  date.  I  be- 
lieve I  was  installed  into  office  as  attorney  general  on  the  10th  of  March,  1870. 

Question.  This  committee  is  directed  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late  insur- 
rectionary States,  especially  in  reference  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  for  the  protection 
of  person  and  property — how  far  those  laws  are  efficiently  executed ;  whether  person 
and  property  are  secure ;  whether  any  crimes  which  are  committed  against  either  are 
properly  punished,  aqd  whether  offences  of  any  sort  have  been  committed  by  dis- 
guised bands  of  men  ;  whether  such  offenses  have  been  prosecuted  and  punished,  and, 
u  not,  why.  We  would  be  glad  to  have  you  state  your  views  with  reference  to 
tlie  present  condition  of  your  State,  including  any  facts  which  may  be  within  your 
knowledge ;  and  in  ascertaining  what  is  the  present  condition  of  the  State,  it  may  be 
necessary,  of  course,  to  run  back  some  time. 

Ansiccr.  Tliere  has  been  since  the  war,  as  there  was  during  the  war,  a  good  deal  of 
disturbance  in  our  country.  I  believe  that  during  the  first  three  years  after  the  sur- 
render there  was  a  good  deal  more  lawlessness  than  there  has  been  since  (though  there 
has  been  considerable  since)  resulting  from  the  disorganized  state  of  society  consequent 
upon  such  a  war.  Murders  have  been  committed  rather  more  frequently  than  before 
tne  war ;  and,  although  I  never  saw,  so  far  as  I  know,  what  are  known  as  Ku-Klux — 
though  I  have  never  seen  any  disguised  men  at  large  anywhere  and  have  seen  very  few 
outrages  perpetrated  myself,  yet  from  information  gathered  from  newspai)er8  and  cur- 
rent report,  I  have  been  led  to  be^eve,  and  do  believe,  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
violence  up  to  about  the  close  of  the  election  held  in  the  State  in  1868.  -Since  that 
time  I  believe  it  has  been  a  little  on  the  decrease,  except  perhaps  in  certain  localities. 
I  liave  been  confhied  at  Jackson  by  my  official  dnties  almost  entirely  and  continuously 
for  the  last  eight  or  ten  months ;  I  have  not  been  abroad  in  the  State  at  all,  and  have 
no  personal  knowledge  of  outrages  having  been  committed. 

Question.  Wo  do  not  recjnire  a  witness  to  coi^pe  himself  to  matters  within  his  per- 
sonal knowledge.  You  will  jdease  state  any  inionnation  in  reference  to  all  these  sub- 
jects which  you  may  have  derived  in  any  mode  that  you  consider  authentic. 

Answer.  OulTages  have  frequently  been  brought  to  my  attention  by  information  j  and 
I  have  seen  facts  stated  by  newspapera  of  both  parties,  and  commented  upon  so  as  to 
convince  me  very  thoroughly  that  there  have  been  outrages  perpetrated  in  the  State. 
For  the  last  few  months — perhaps  four  or  five  months — I  nave  not  had  any  particular 
and  reliable  information  of  outrages  having  been  perpetrated  in  other  regions  than 
those  along  the  Alabama  line,  in  the  first  tier  or  two  of  counties  bordering  on  that 
State. 

Question.  State  any  instances  or  particulars  of  which  you  have  information  showing 
the  state  of  affairs  in  those  counties  f 

Answer.  The  information  which  I  have  received  has  been  somewhat  contradictory ; 
but  I  think  it  is  admitted  by  all  that  there  have  been  murders  committed  in  those 
vicinities.  Men  have  been  taken  out  of  their  houses  and  whipi)ed  by  bands  of  armed, 
disguised  men,  numbering  sometimes  one  hundred  or  more.  Do  you  desire  me  to  men- 
tion particular  cases  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir ;  name  any  instances  that  are  within  your  recollection,  or  of  which 
you  have  information. 

Ansicer.  One  of  the  most  noted  instances  of  which  I  have  heard  is  the  case  of  Mr. 
Hiiggins,  in  the  county  of  Monroe,  who,  it  is  said,  (and  I  have  never  heard  it  denied,) 
was  at  a  late  hour  of  tlie  night  taken  from  the  house  of  a  citizen  with  whom  he  was 
stopping,  carried  a  short  distance  from  the  house,  and  there  flogged  by  a  band  of  men. 

Question.  Who  is  Mr.  Huggins? 

Answer.  He  is  a  gentleman  of  northern  birth  whom  I  have  slightly  known  for 
probably  over  two  years.  He  was  filling  the  two  positions  of  county  sui)eriuteudent 
of  education  under  the  State  government,  and  revenue  officer,  or  deputy  revenue 
officer,  of  the  United  States. 

Quesiion.  He  was  an  assessor  or  collector  T 

Answer.  Ho  was  one  or  the  other,  I  do  not  know  which.  I  do  not  know  the  extent 
of  the  damage  that  they  did  to  him  further  than  that  I  understood  he  was  stripped 
partially  or  totally,  flogged,  and  ordered  to  leave. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  the  pretext  for  this  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  recollect ;  but  it  was  on  account  of  his  being  a  "  carpet-bag  office- 
holder/' I  think,  or  something  to  that  effBct. 

Queatum.  You  have  known  Mr.  Hoggins  for  two  years  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  against  his  character  in  any  way  t 

Answer,  Nothing. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  anything  but  that  be  is  a  man  of  good  character— respect- 
able in  every  way  t 

Answer,  I  never  heard  anvthins  derogatory  to  him. 

Question,  Yon  never  heard  any  intimation  that  he  had  not  on  all  occasions  demeaned 
himself  as  a  gentleman  f 

'Asiswer,  I  Imve  been  favorably  impressed  with  his  demeanor  as  a  gentleman  from  the 
limited  knowle^e  that  I  have  had  of  him ;  and  I  have  never  heard  anything  derogatory 
to  his  character. 

Question.  This  office  of  ooimty  superintendent  of  education  which  he  held— is  that  an 
elective  office  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  was  appointed  by  the  State  board  of  education,  of  which  board  I 
am  a  member. 

Question,  Were  yon  a  member  at  the  time  he  received  his  appointment  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  As  attorney  senend  I  am  ex  officio  a  member  of  the  board  of  ednc^ 
tion  of  the  State.  It  is  made  by  law  the  duty  of  this  board  to  appoint  superintendeott 
of  schools  for  all  the  counties. 

Question,  And  by  that  board  Mr.  Huggins  was  appointed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  say  the  objection  to  him  was  that  he  was  a  "carpet-bag  office-holder r 

Answer,  It  hits  been  understood  that  objection  was  made  to  the  manner  in  which  be 
influenced  or  induced  extravagant  appropriations  for  school-houses.  I  am  a  HtUe 
doubtful  about  that ;  I  have  heard  two  stories  in  reference  to  it.  One  was  to  the  effect 
that  it  had  been  said  that  they  had  nothing  against  him,  but  that  he  should  not  collect 
the  internal  revenue.  Another  fitory  that  I  have  heard  was  that  they  objected  to  tbe 
manner  in  which  he  influenced  or  induced  extravagant  appropriations  of  money  from 
the  school  fund  of  tlie  county  for  the  building  of  school-houses.  I  do  not  know  which 
of  these  statements  is  ccMrect  or  whether  either  is. 

QuesUon,  Or  both  t 

Answer.  Or  both ;  it  may  be  that  both  are. 

Que^ion,  We  have  had  various  themes  and  statements  in  relation  to  the  treatmeDt 
of  northern  men  who  have  gone  South.  Some  people  say  thev  are  welcomed  and  well 
treated  by  everybody ;  others  represent  differently.  State  wnat  you  know  upon  this 
point. 

Ansufer,  As  a  rule,  I  do  not  think  they  are  welcomed  or  treated  very  cordially. 

Question,  How  do  the  southern  people  feel  in  reference  to  northern  men  jgoing  down 
there  and  having  anything  to  do  with  politics  f 

Answer,  They  are  very  much  prejudiced  against  northern  men  who  come  there  and 
interfere  with  politics,  unless  thejjr  interfere  ic  accordance  with  their  views.  If  they 
interfere  in  accordance  with  their  views,  the  general  prejudice  which  exists  against 
northern  men  since  the  war  yields  somewhat,  and  they  are  vastly  more  welcome  and 
better  treated  than  when  they  take  an  opposite  view  in  politics  and  interf<Mre  in  behalf 
of  the  opposite  party. 

Question,  Can  a, northern  man  be  as  flerce  and  active  a  democrat  as  he  chooses  to  be, 
without  any  objection  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  But  suppose  he  adopts  the  opposite  view,  and  is  active  in  politics  as  a 
republican  t 

Answer,  In  the  first  place  there  is  a  prejndice  (which  is  very  natural  after  sod)  a 
war)  acainst  all  northern  men  pHma  fade  If  the  ipeopletiiere  do  not  know  sometiiiiij^ 
porncmarly  commendatory  of  him,  they  are  prejudiced  against  any  northern  man.  and 
that  prejudice  is  intensified — grows  into  hostility  and  persecution  sometimes— if  he 
interferes  with  politics  adversely  to  their  views. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  You  mean  if  he  goes  with  the  republican  party  f 

Answer,  If  he  goes  with  the  republican  party — ^if  he  opposes  the  democrats.  If^  how- 
ever, he  is  a  democrat,  or  if  he  does  not  meddle  with  politics  at  all,  and  they  toe  sati^ 
fied  of  Uiat  fact,  they  treat  him  well,  passably  well  at  least.  The  more  he  does  in  fo^ 
of  their  politics^  views,  the  better  they  treat  him,  and  the  more  welcome  he  is  ia  (1>^ 
community. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  There  is  no  objection  to  his  being  a  politician,  and  an  active  one,  if  be  is 
on  their  side. 
Ansv)er,  None  in  the  world.   Leading  democratic  politicians  have  sometimes  broogb^ 
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men,  wbite  and  colored^  from  abroad  to  en^a^e  actively  in  politics  on  their  side;  The 
ca«e  of  Mr.  Dent  was  a  case  in  point.  I  think  he  was  induced  by  democratic  citizens 
of  the  State  to  come  there  and  run  for  governor.  Not  Iteing  a  citizen  of  Uie  State,  as  I 
have  every  reason  to  believe,  and  never  having  paid  a  cent  of  taxes  in  the  State  in  his 
life,  he  was  induced,  as  I  believe  fixMn  information,  to  come  to  that  State  to  become  a 
candidate  for  governor  on  the  ticket  which  was  largely  8upi>orted  by  the  democratic 
party  there.  They  also  supported  on  that  oame  ticket  otner  northern  men— ^se  for 
treasurer,  one  for  auditor,  and  one  for  lieutenant  governor.  They  also  supported 
on  the  same  ticket  an  ignorant  colored  man  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  stoite. 

Question.  That  was  at  your  last  election  ? 

Answer,  Tee,  sir,  the  election  held  in  1869. 

QnestUm.  But  suppose  that  a  northern  man  going  down  there  is  active  as  a  politician 
on  the  republican  siae ;  how  is  he  treated  f 

Answer.  Ho  is  proscribed,  as  a  general  rule  f 

QuesHoH.  Is  he  welcomed  in  society  f    Is  he  socially  treated  well  f 

Answer.  Not  at  all ;  neither  ho  nor  his  family. 

Question.  How  do  ^ou  account  for  this  difference  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  it  is  the  pleasure  of  the  people  on  account  of  their  views.  They 
regard  the  United  States  Government,  and  especially  the  party  in  power,  as  being 
intensely  malignant  against  them,  and  disposed  to  perseente  them  ;  and  they  are  dis- 
posed to  resent  it  in  that  way,  having  no  other.  In  this,  too,  they  are  very  much 
encouraged,  misled,  or  deceived  by  lea^ng  politicians  who  were  active  in  bringing 
about  the  late  war,  who,  since  the  surrender  have  been  leading  democrats,  and  who, 
as  a  general  rule,  were  not  in  the  army,  but  skulked  from  service  in  the  fiela.  I  do  not 
believe  there  is  a  very  deep  or  wide-spread  feeling  of  bitterness  against  northern  men, 
or  even  northern  republicans,  among  the  great  masses  of  the  people,  if  they  were  let 
alone. 

Question.  Yon  think  that  the  feeling  is  encouraged  and  helped  on  by  that  class  of 
leaders  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  many  of  that  class  of  leaders,  and  by  newspapers — I  do  not  say 
all  the  newspapen,  nor  all  the  newspapers  of  any  particular  party,  but  a  large  num- 
ber of  new^iapers  published  in  the  State. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  newspapers  of  one  political  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  mean  the  democratic  newspapers,  or,  as  they  are  sometimes  called, 
''  conservative,''  which  means  exactly  the  same  thing. 

Question.  This  term  *'  carpet-bagger"  is,  I  suppose,  oonsixiered  a  term  of  reproach  and 
diitgracef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  Is  that  term  applied  to  anybody  else  than  northern  men  down  there  who 
take  the  republican  side  f 

Answer.  I  think  republicans  sometimes  apply  it  to  northern  mrai  who  take  the  demo- 
cratic side. 

QuaUou.  The  republicans  try  to  retaliate  a  little  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  said  in  jest  or  in  retaliation.  I  think  democrats  apply  it  almost 
universally,  and  in  the  most  offensive  way  possible,  to  northern  men  who  come  there 
tu  take  the  republican  side,  and  to  no  others. 

Question,  If  these  northern  men  who  take  the  republican  side  undertake  to  make  po- 
litical speeches  or  addresses,  what  success  do  they  meet  with ;  how  are  they  treated  f 

Answer.  They  are  either  treated  with^sUent  contempt,  or  they  are  worse  treated. 

Question.  Which  is  the  more  common  mode  t 

Answer.  They  are  treated  either  contemptuously  or  violently ;  and  I  reckon  the  most 
common  mode  is  to  treat  them  contemptuously,  though  they  are  occasionally  treated 
with  violence,  insult,  slander,  and  persecution. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  instances  where  men  attempting  to  make  republican 
speeches  have  been  treated  with  violence,  or  prevented  from  spewing  f 

Anstcer.  Since  the  passage  of  the  reconstruction  laws,  I  have  been  present  on  only  a 
very  few  occasions  when  they  were  treated  with  personal  violence.  I  was  present  on 
one  occasion  when  a  gentleman  named  Barry,  now  a  member  of  Congress  from  Missis- 
Bippi,  was,  when  speaking,  interrupted  and  msulted  so  violently,  frequently,  and  con- 
tinuously that  he  had  to  desist  ana  go  away.  I  was  present  at  another  time  (I  did  not 
^tness  the  affair  except  at  a  considerable  distance)  when  a  northern  man  who  was  on 
the  stand  (he  had  been  speaking,  I  believe,  and  had  got  through,  though  I  am  not  cer- 
tain about  that)  received  a  blow  from  a  brickbat,  thrown  probably  at  some  other  one 
of  the  republican  speakers ;  and  by  this  blow  his  leg  was  broken.  That  was  in  1868. 
The  other  instance  which  I  have  mentioned  was  in  1869.  I  have  been  present  upon 
other  occasions  when  persons  in  the  audience  used  noisy,  violent,  and  insulting  lan- 
guage, so  as  to  make  it  almost  impossible  to  speak ;  but  on  the  other  hand  I  have  been 
present  when  the  speakers  made  their  addresses  with  perfect  freedom,  more  frequently 
perhaps  than  when  they  were  thus  interrupted. 

Question.  Were  the  class  of  people  who  entertained  opposite  notions  or  views  present 
on  such  occasions,  or  did  they  keep  away  f 
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Amwer,  They  mostly  kept  away,  except  in  small  nnmb<»^  I  have  been  present  and 
participated  in  discnssion  sometimes  when  there  was  a  fair,  full  discnssion  between 
speakers  of  opposite  sides,  with  some,  bnt  very  little,  interruption.  All  the  inteirup- 
tion  was  directed  a^nst  the  republican  speakers ;  none  of  any  serious  conaequsDee, 
so  far  as  I  have  known,  was  directed  a^inst  the  democratic  speakers. 

QuetUan*  Has  it  been  generally  true  in  your  State  that  the  republicans,  both  Ua^ 
and  white,  have  allowed  democratic  speeches  to  be  made  without  any  molestatioB 
whatever  T 

Answer.  I  never  knew  of  an  instance  (though  there  may  have  been  instances)  ic 
which  republicans  interrupted  in  any  manner  an  opposing  speaker.  I  was  once  pres- 
ent (I  believe  it  is  the  only  occasion  of  that  kind  in  mv  life)  when  some  of  the  repnb- 
Means  in  tbe  —dicnce  were  complained  of  by  the  speaker,  and  I,  beins  engaged  in  the 
debate,  arose  and  appealed  to  those  of  them  who  belonged  to  my  side  to  h^  orderly, 
and  they  immediately  subsided  into  perfeet  ocdic,  and  interrupted  no  more. 

Qu^etitMn.  Have  republicans,  either  white  or  black,  as  %gfmetaX  rule,  made  any  olijeo- 
tion  to  the  freest  discussion  of  political  affairs  f 

Anmoer,  None  within  my  knowledge. 

QuesHwn,  You  have  stated  tbe  case  of  Mr.  Huggins.  Please  stat«  any  other  ''"f**^^ 
which  have  come  within  your  knowledge  (going  back  to  the  time  of  the  formatioBst 
your  State  government)  where  violence  has  been  done  by  these  bands  of  disgpiised  men. 

Anmoer,  m  the  town  of  Meridian,  in  Lauderdale  County,  a  county  fronting  on  the 
Alabama  line,  there  was,  some  time  duriuK  last  spring,  a  riot,  in  which  from  eight  to 
thirty  persons  are  said  to  have  been  killedT  including  one  white  man,  the  balanoeoeing 
coloied.  All  who  were  killed  were  republicans,  as  I  am  informed.  No  one  who  wu 
not  a  republican  was  injured,  so  far  as  I  know  or  ever  heard. 

Question.  We  have  had  several  witnesses  here,  on  both  political  sides,  who  reside  in 
that  town,  and  we  have  also  the  evidence  taken  before  Judge  Leachman  and  a  oom- 
mittee  of  the  legislature ;  and  hence  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  give  a  minute  history 
of  the  Meridian  affair. 

Answer,  I  know  nothing  about  it.  I  was  not  present  at  the  time,  and  have  not  been 
there  since.    My  knowledge  in  reference  to  it  is  limited  entirely  to  hearsay. 

Question,  Can  you  state  any  other  instances  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  t 

Answer,  There  were  the  cases  of  two  schoolmasters  from  the  eastern  part  of  Uie 
State— one  from  Oktibbeha  County,  and  I  forgot  what  county  the  other  was,  bat  it 
was  one  of  those  eastern  counties.  Those  two  men  came  to  Jackson  to  complain  to  the 
governor  and  myself  of  outrages  that  had  been  perpetrated  upon  them  by  armed  and 
disguised  men,  who  had  beaten  and  maltreated  them  to  such  an  extent  that  they  oeold 
not  continue  their  schools  without  iiersonal  danger  as  they  thought.  They  were  sd- 
vised  to  go  to  a  United  States  commissioner  in  the  district  in  which  the  outrages  were 
perpeiarated,  and  to  institute  prosecutions,  which  they  did.  I  believe  t^e  cases  are 
now,  both  of  them,  undergoing  investigation  in  the  United  States  court. 

Qiiesiion,  When  were  these  acts  committed  upon  these  two  teachers  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  state  the  date ;  but  my  impression  is  that  it  was  in  the  iDMith  «< 
May  or  June  of  this  year.  Another  instance  that  I  might  mention  is  a  case  that 
occurred  in  the  town  of  Pontotoc,  in  Pontotoc  County,  where  an  armed  band  was  flred 
into  one  night  and  one  of  their  number  killed  and  several  wounded.  The^  had  oome, 
according  to  my  information,  to  attack  Colonel  floumoy,  a  noted  republican  of  tfet 
town. 

Question,  Theeditor  of  a  republican  paper  there  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  He  is  the  editor  of  wnat  is  considered  the  most  violent  lepubliesD 
paper  in  the  State. 

QuesUon,  He  is  an  active  and  positive  man  t 

Answer.  Very. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  any  other  cases  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  at  present  recollect  any  very  recent  cases.  To  what  time  do  yoa 
wish  me  to  go  back  t 

Questiwi.  Perhaps  there  is  no  occasion  to  go  back  ftirtiier  than  the  organization  of 
yonr  State  under  the  present  State  government.  Our  purpose  is  to  ascertain  the 
present  condition  of  affisurs. 

Answer,  These  that  I  have  mentioned  are  the  most  recent  cases,  and  the  only  ones  I 
remember  whicb  are  comparatively  recent.  I  believe  there  have  been  frequently 
others  which  have  been  brought  to  my  notice,  which  have  occurred  since  tbe  eieetieiL 
The  mayor  of  the  town  of  Brookhaven  was  murdered  by  persons  unknown. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  it  was  done  by  a  mxiy  of  men  in  disgniso  t 

Answei',  There  is  no  information  as  to  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not.  Nobody 
saw  them  commit  the  act.  I  think  they  crept  up  to  a  window  and  threw  a  brack  in. 
The  mayor  of  the  town,  who  was  sitting  inside,  received  from  this  brick  a  blow  on  the 
head  from  which  he  languished  in  an  insensible  condition  for,  I  believe,  several  waek^ 
and  finaUy  died.  I  believe  one  or  more  of  the  offenders  have  been  arrested  and  aie  now 
in  jaiL    1  speak  now  only  of  such  cases  as  are  attributed,  and  properly  attributable^  to 
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political  causes.  There  have  been  iVeqaently  other  ontrages  arising  Arom  other  caoses ; 
occarriDg  sometimes  between  men  of  the  same  party,  and  of  the  same  race,  whit«  or 
colored 

Question,  We  wish  to  inquire  more  particularly  in  relation  to  the  operations  of  these 
bonds  of  men  who  go  about  in  the  night-time  in  disguise. 

Answer.  I  have  mentioned  all  that  I  recollect  at  tnis  moment  on  the  subject.  But  I 
bavo  heard  generally  that  where  they  do  not  perpetrate  actual  outrages  upon  individ- 
uals they  go  about  the  country  and  terrify  the  people  by  their  disguises  and  their 
threats. 

(^uestUnL  From  vour  information  and  the  knowledge  you  have  derived  in  all  ways, 
are  yon  satisfied  tnat  these  organized  bands  exist  in  that  portion  of  the  State  T 

Answer,  I  think  they  exist  in  certain  localities.  I  think  there  is  a  vast  majority  of 
the  counties  of  the  State  in  which  no  organization  exists  at  the  present  time* 

Question.  The  organizations  do  not  prevail  so  much  as  formerly  ? 

Answer.  Not  so^much  as  formerly.     ( 

QuesHon.  From  all  the  information  you  get  as  to  these  bands,  the  nature  of  their  acts, 
and  the  persons  against  whom  they  seem  to  direet  their  efforts,  what  is  your  judgment 
as  to  theur  purpose :  what  do  they  design  to  accomplish  t 

Answer.  I  think  tneir  purpose  is  mahily  political ;  to  ^t  clear  of  officers  who  are  ob- 
noxious to  them,  and  to  control  in  their  favor  the  political  action  of  the  people. 

Questkm.  Have  their  operations  in  your  judgment  any  special  reference  toinflnencing 
the  vote  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  I  think  titat  probable.  There  has  been  no  election  since  November,  1869^  in 
which  they  coald  desire  to  influence  votes. 

Qnfistion,  But  you  had  the  experience  of  the  election  in  1869  f 

Anstoa-.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  previous  election  in  1868  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  not  operations  of  the  same  kind  then  going  on  more  extensively  than 
since  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  much  more  extensively  in  1869  than  now,  and  much  more  ex- 
tensively, I  think,  in  ltt68  than  in  1869. 

Question.  Is  this  gradual  suspension  of  operations  due,  in  your  judgment,  to  the  fact 
that  no  election  has  been  pending  since  then  f 

Answer.  It  Is  very  probable. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  effect  actually  produced  by  the  operations  of  these  bands 
upon  the  colored  people ;  how  do  they  feel  in  regard  to  them  f 

Answer.  Where  these  influences  reach  them  they  are  veiy  much  paralyzed  in  their 
opinions  and  their  actions  and  very  much  afraid  to  vote  or  speiJ^ 

Question.  Do  they  feel  that  they  are  in  any  danger  from  these  bands  of  men  if  they 
act  or  speak  with  the  republican  side  f 

Answer.  They  seem  so  to  feel  from  what  they  say  and  from  the  way  thej  §tt. 

Question.  You  say  you  believe  the  purpose  of  these  organizations  is  political ;  do  their 
operations  all  seem  to  be  directed  against  men  of  one  political  side  or  one  political 
party? 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  o^  anybody  being  molested  or  threatened  except  men  of 
one  political  party.  I  will  say,  however,  that  they  doubtless  do  consider  other  matters. 
I  think  it  probable  that  they  sometimes  punish  alleged  ofienders  against  the  laws. 
When  they  go  out  on  a  raid  of  that  sort  tney  take  into  the  scope  of  their  operations 
everybody  that  is  objectionable ;  but  it  has  bo  happened,  according  to  the  best  of  my 
observation,  that  republicans,  white  or  colored,  are  generally  the  victims. 

Question.  Republican  offenders  are  much  more  apt  to  suffer  at  their  hands  than  those 
of  their  side  t 

Amswer.  I  have  never  heard  of  anybody  else  suffering  at  their  hands. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  tone  of  your  presses  of  the  two  political  sides  upon  this 
BBl^ectt 

Answer.  On  the  republican  side  the  tone  of  the  presses  has  universally  been  denunci- 
ation of  these  outra^ ;  and  on  the  other  side  some  of  the  papers,  admitting  their  ex- 
istence and  publishing  their  exploits,  have  denounced  them  in  tne  most  unmeasured 
tenns.  Some  few  of  the  democratic  papers  have  done  that.  But  a  great  many  of  them, 
if  they  say  anything  about  them,  rebuke  them  very  faintlv  indeed.  In  one  instance  I 
taw  in  a  leading  paper  **  Advice  to  our  friends,'*  as  they  called  them,  not  to  send  these 
carpet-baggers  out  of  the  State  in  the  future  to  tell  their  tales  of  persecution  and  to 
misrepresent  southern  people ;  but  it  said,  it  is  better  to  let  them  stay ;  from  xvhicli 
I  infer,  if  I  may  be  allowod  to  state  it,  that  the  meaning  was,  it  had  better  be  put  out 
of  their  power  to  leave  the  State  and  tell  of  these  outrages. 

QKteHon.  Was  that  the  clear  signification  of  the  article  f 

Anssetr.  I  think  so;  I  so  understood  it.  ' 

Question,  Has  the  tone  of  the  iK>liticians  of  the  two  sides  corresponded  with  that  of 
thepapersf 
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Anmcer.  Tea,  sir;  it  has  been  nniyersally  the  same,  so  for  as  I  know. 

Question,  Have  republican  presses,  republican  men,  and  repnblicaa  speakers,  uni- 
formly denounced  any  such  organization  f 

^n9wer.  Yes,  sir;  so  far  as  I  know ;  and  so  have  the  democratic  speakers  sometimes. 
Decent,  considerate,  reflectinff  men  on  their  side  I  have  heard  sometimes  touch  the 
matter  and  rebuke  it,  rather  faintly  though. 

QuestUm,  Are  they  the  rule  on  that  side  or  the  exception  t 

An9wer.  They  are  the  exception. 

Question.  In  all  this  class  of  outrages  that  hare  been  committed  by  these  bands  oi 
disguised  men,  to  what  extent  have  they  been  punished  or  brought  to  trial  and  con- 
viction t 

Anmcer.  There  has  always  been  a  disposition,  so  far  as  I  know,  among  the  citizens 
whose  duty  it  was,  to  bring  these  men  to  punishment;  and  that  extends  Ihroughout 
the  State ;  I  mean  since  the  organization  of  the  present  government,  and  from  the 
governor  down  to  the  humblest  officer.  So  far  as  my  knowledge  goes  they -have  done 
their  best,  and  manifested  the  best  disposition  possible  to  bring  these  men  to  condigi 
punishment ;  but  their  success  has  been  very  imperfect.  There  has  been  great  diffi- 
culty in  obtaining  proof,  sometimes  because  it  is  very  difficult  to  find  anybody  who 
can  testify  specifically  to  the  identity  of  the  persons ;  at  other  times  through  the  opera- 
tion of  fear. 

Quegtion,  The  very  manner  in  which  the  outrages  have  been  committed  has,  I  sup- 
pose, made  it  to  a  considerable  extent  difficult  to  ascertain  who  are  the  ofifenders  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir.  As  in  house-burnings,  or  midnight  assassinations,  the  first  great 
difficulty  in  the  way  is  to  discover  the  author. 

QuestUm,  The  very  object,  I  suppose,  of  the  disguise,  is  to  conceal  the  identity  of  the 
perpetrators  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  of  going  under  cover  of  nifi^t. 

Qwsation.  Do  you  think  the  inability  of  the  officers  to  bring  these  men  to  ponishment 
has  been  increased  by  the  fear  that  has  been  created  among  the  pe(^le  t  Are  the  peo- 
ple afraid,  in  many  instances,  to  disclose  what  they  know  7 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  officers  have  been  afraid  in  some  instances  to  attempt  to  bring 
the  offenders  to  justice;  and  if  they  pretended  to  attempt  it,  it  was  only  in  a  very  per- 
functory manner, Just  to  get  clear  of  the  odium  which  would  attach  to  them  if  they 
wade  no  effort.  Then,  in  some  instances,  witnesses  have  been  afraid ;  they  have  so  told 
me.  1  might  have  mentioned  another  case,  in  which  some  armed  and  disguised  men 
appeared  at  the  plantation  of  Lieutenant  Gk)vernor  Powers,  in  Kemper  County,  1  think. 
They  were  fired  into,  and  one  of  them  killed.  They  perhaps  had  whipped  one  or  two 
negroes  there,  or  in  the  neighborhood.  I  have  no  knowledge  m3rself  of  the  ocourrence, 
but  I  had  a  letter  in  regara  to  the  matter  from  Ideutenant  Governor  Powers  a  short 
time  before  I  left  home. 

Qnestion.  That  was  a  recent  case  t 

J[n«treriiYes,  sir ;  it  was  in  the  month  of  June,  I  think. 

Queetion,  Has  the  difficulty  of  ferreting  out  these  offenses  been  in  any  degree  magni- 
fied or  increased  by  a  feeling  of  approbation  of  these  things  among  a  considerable  por^ 
tion  of  your  community  who  are  not  in  fact  engaged  in  them,  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  there  has  been  any  particular  approbation.  The  demo- 
cratic newspapers  of  the  State,  and  the  politicians  of  that  schoo^  seldom  admit  the  ex- 
istence of  any  such  order  anywhere.  1  have  heard  very  intelligent  men  express  the 
belief  that  there  was  no  such  organization  in  existence  now,  and  Siat  none  ever  existed 
there  or  anywhere  else  in  the  country. 

(luesHon.  Do  you  think  that  such  expressions  result,  in  a  mea^nire,  from  a  willful  shut- 
ting of  their  eyes  to  the  facts? 

Answer,  I  think  so  in  manv  cases.  Perhaps  it  is  not  so  with  the  mass  of  the  people. 
The  mass  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  are  anxious  to  have  peace ;  and  altJiiough 
they  are  misled  and  deceived,  and  perhaps  sometimes  induced  to  do  wrong,  I  think 
the  blame  for  that  belongs  to  the  leading  politicians  of  the  State,  or  at  least  to  a  great 
many  of  them.  Some  of  the  very  class  of  the  people  I  speak  of-— m%ny  perhaps — ^b^oog, 
I  have  no  ddubt^  to  these  secret  organizations ;  but  they  have  been  misled  into  it ;  they 
have  been  deceived  by  persistent  and  systematic  misrepresentations  of  the  object  to 
be  accomplished,  and  of  the  necessity  for  such  an  organization ;  and  this  has  always 
been  done,  as  I  believe,  by  leaders  of  the  democratic  party. 

Question,  You  have  said  that  you  believe  this  organization,  to  some  considerable 
extent,  was  intended  to  operate  on  the  colored  voters,  to  create  fear  and  intimidatiiA 
among  them  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  to  produce  subordination. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  feeling  among  your  people,  and  especially  among  tiie 
class  of  leaders  that  yon  speak  of,  in  regard  to  negro  suf^ge  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  the  j^eueral  feeling  among  leading  politicians  is  that  negro 
sufirogu  results  from  a  usurpation  of  power  by  the  Federal  Government.  Many  of  them 
think,  and  some  openly  claim,  that  it  will  endure  only  so  long  as  the  present  party  shall 
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remain  in  iK>wer ;  that  when  the  democracy  get  into  power  this  thing  will  be  rever^, 
and  tbe  negro  will  cease  to  be  a  voter ;  that  the  amendments  to  the  Constitution — ^t^Be 
at  least  relating  to  tbe  sobject  of  negro  suffrage  and  dlsquaUfication  of  white  people 
for  oflSce — will  be  abrogated. 

Question,  That  is  one  of  the  things  to  be  cored  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  whUe  the  eyil  continues  they  want  to  make  it  as  light  as  possible  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  Then  there  is  another  class  who  do  not  say  that,  but  who,  while 
they  declare  it  a  usurpation,  say  they  are  willing  to  let  it  stand,  and  consider  it  as  a 
final  settlement  of  the  question.  The  more  ingenious  men,  I  think,  hold  out  such  pro- 
fessions as  that.  I  do  not  know  how  honest  or  dishonest  their  professions  of  that  sort 
are,  hot  that  is  what  they  say. 

Question,  How  has  negro  suffrage  operated  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  on  account  of  the  want  of  education,  information,  and  experience, 
the  negroes,  as  a  race,  are  scarcely  fit  for  suffrage  as  an  i^bstract  proposition.  They 
have  learned,  within  the  last  few  years,  a  great  deal,  and  are  now  vastly  more  fit  for 
it  than  they  were  at  the  beginning.  But  before  they  had  the  right  to  vote  in  Missis- 
sippi, the  prospect  was  that  they  would  be  exterminated. 

Question.  Whyf 

Afistcer,  The  most  extremely  nnfriendly  legislation  in  regard  to  the  negro  yras 
enacted  by  tbe  legislature  that  went  into  power  in  the  fall  of  1865. 

Question.  State  something  of  the  condition  in  which  the  colored  people  were  put  by 
that  legislation. 

Answer,  As  a  slave,  the  negro  was  protected  on  account  of  his  value ;  humanity  went 
hand  in  hand  with  the  interest  of  the  owner  to  secure  his  protection,  t-o  prevent  his 
being  overworked,  underfed,  insufficiently  clothed,  or  abused,  or  neglected  when  sick. 
But  as  a  free  man,  he  was  deprived  of  all  the  protection  which  had  been  given  to  him 
by  his  value  as  property ;  he  was  reduced  to  something  like  the  condition  of  a  stray 
dog.  In  that  condition  the  laws  which  were  made  for  his  government  applied  in  some 
cases  to  him  alone,  and  not  to  the  white  people.  In  some  cases  acts  whf^h,  when  com- 
mitted by  a  negro,  were  penal,  were  no  offenses  at  all  when  committed  by  a  white  per- 
son. The  negro  was  forbidden  to  rent  laud  ;  yet  he  was  required  to  be  at  work  and 
bave  a  permanent  home  within  six  weeks,  or  some  such  time,  after  the  passage  of  the 
act  of  November  25, 1865.  There  was  also  passed  a  law  authorizing  the  apprenticeship 
of  minor  negroes  wherever  the  parents  were  unable  or  unwilling  to  support  them ;  and 
in  such  cases,  the  old  owner  was  to  have  the  preference.  If  a  negro  contracted  to 
work,  and  did  not  work,  or  went  away  without  fulfilling  his  contract  or  serving  out 
bis  term  of  employment,  he  was  liable  to  arrest  by  anybody ;  and  there  was  a  reward 
to  be  paid  by  his  employer,  which  was  charged  to  the  negro  and  taken  out  of  his 
wages.  He  was  liable  to  be  committed  to  jail  for  not  working ;  but  there  was  no  law 
to  enable  him  to  collect  his  wages.  The  laws  which  had  been  passed  in  Mississippi 
during  the  war,  and  those  enacted  by  this  same  legislature,  hedged  up  the  way  of 
creditors  desiring  to  make  collections.  Those  laws  were  doubtless  intended  to  apply  to 
commission  merchants  and  others  who  had  large  claims  against  the  southern  people,  the 
latter  being  impoverished  by  war  and  unable  to  pay.  But  those  laws,  in  fact,  applied 
in  many  respects  to  the  collection  of  the  negro's  wages.  There  was  a  summary  remedy 
to  compel  tbe  negro  to  Work,  and  an  impracticable  remedy,  amounting  really  to  nothing, 
for  the  collection  of  his  wages.  Thus  the  matter  stood.  These  laws,  very  bad  on  their 
face,  were  executed  with  great  barbarity  in  many  instances.  And  there  were  severe  laws 
passed  directed  against  the  negro  for  not  paying  his  taxes.  If  he  did  not  pa^his  poll-tax 
be  was  a  vagrant ;  and  there  was  a  very  severe  aud  stringent  law  on  the  subject  of 
vagrants.    Negroes  were  not  allowed  to  own  arms  or  anmionition. 

By  Mr  Pool:  ' 

Question,  Those  laws  were  aU  passed  by  the  legislature  that  met  after  the  close  of  the 
wart 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir.  And  there  was  another  provision  which  revived  and  d^lared 
in  force  all  the  laws  which  had  been  in  operation  at  the  time  slavery  was  abol- 
ished in  respect  to  slaves,  free  negroes,  and  mulattoes.  Among  those  old  laws,  thus 
revived  by  the  legislature  of  1865,  was  a  law  which  declared  any  assemblage  of,  I  think, 
five  persons  an  unlawful  assemblage,  and  which  authorized  an  officer  to  arrest  and 
punish  colored  people  when  so  assembled.  I  state  the  law  only  firom  memory ;  I  have 
not  looked  at  it  for  a  lon^  time. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  do  not  think  it  worth  while  for  the  witness  to  go  into  a  statement  of 
the  laws.    We  bave  the  law-books  to  refer  to  if  we  need  to  consult  them. 

The  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  I  think,  as  this  gentleman  is  a  professional  man,  a 
lawyer  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  he  should  be  allowed  to  state,  substantially,  what 
the  law  was. 

Mr.  Blair.  There  is  a  much  better  mode  of  getting  at  the  law  than  by  parol  testi- 
mony. 

20m 
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{Witness.  I  ihink  so  too.    I  state  the  law  only  from  memo^,  and  my  recollection 
may  not  be  perfect. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  : ) 

Question,  It  is  not  expected  that  you  will  give  anything  more  than  a  general  state- 
ment of  the  law. 

Answer,  I  will  state,  generally,  that  the  laws  were  very  nnfriendly  to  the  nefiproes. 
Under  the  provision  to  which  I  have  just  referred,  the  negro  could  be  punished  for  Keep- 
ing a  school,  or  for  attending  a  school,  or  anv  religious  or  any  other  kind  of  meeUng. 
I  never  knew  any  to  be  punished  under  this  law ;  but  it  could  have  been  done.  The 
laws  for  binding  out  apprentices  and  regulatic^g  labor  were  very  harshly  enforced, 
and  so  were  the  laws  in  respect  to  the  possession  of  fire-arms.  Most  of  these  laws 
were  repealed  or  modified  by  the  same  legislature  which  passed  them  ;  but  not  until 
after  the  passage  of  the  civil-rights  bill  by  Congress,  and  not  until  the  military  com- 
manders of  that  region  had  forbidden  the  eu^rcement  of  those  laws,  and  not  until 
cases  had  been  tnmsferred  from  the  courts  of  the  State  to  the  courts  of  the  United 
States. 

Question,  Under  the  civil-rights  bill  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  county  courts  and  inferior  tribunals  declared  the  civil-rights 
bill  to  be  unconstitutional,  and  refused  to  enforce  it  or  be  governed  by  it  ^  but  the 
cases  were  in  some  instances  taken  out  of  the  bauds  of  those  courts  and  earned  to  the 
Federal  courts.    I  took  one  or  two  cases  of  that  sort  into  the  Federal  courts. 

Question,  What  was  the  result  of  that  legislation  and  the  action  which  was  had  under 
it,  as  to  the  actual  condition  of  the  colored  people  f 

Answer,  The  legislation  of  the  State  of  which  I  have  just  been  speaking  was  deplora- 
ble in  its  eflects  upon  the  colored  people.  The  right  to  vote,  tlie  various  measures 
which  have  been  passed  by  Congress  for  the  protection  of  the  colored  people,  and  the 
constitutional  amendments,  have  raised  the  condition  of  those  people  vastly  in  every 
way.  They  behave  better,  work  better;  and  1  believe  they  are  almost  universally  wcU 
disposed  toward  the  white  people,  particularly  their  old  masters  and  families,  to  whom 
they  have  no  dislike  except  as  to  their  politics. 

Question,  You  say  they  are  rapidly  improving  and  becoming  more  fit  for  the  exer- 
cise of  suffrage  f 

Ansiver,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  more  moral,  more  industrious,  better  citizens  in  every  way 
than  they  were  before. 

Question.  Are  they,  as  a  general  thing,  ambitious  to  learn  and  become  intelligent  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  The  children  go  to  school,  as  do  also  many  of  the  adults,  and  they 
learn  rapidly.  I  have  seen  colored  children  learn  as  rapidly  as  I  ever  saw  white  chil- 
dren learn.  Going  along  the  street  I  have  seen  little  fellows  of  an  ago  at  which  you 
would  hardly  expect  white  children  to  read,  spelling  the  signs  on  the  doors ;  and  I 
have  seen  them  reading  books  and  newspapers.  I  have  occasionally  visited  their 
schools  and  heard  them  recite,  and  they  show  a  great  degree  of  improvement.  1  be- 
lieve that  the  people  of  Mississippi  generally  are  improving  now.  I  think  that,  not- 
withstanding they  have  had  a  great  deal  of  misfortune,  loss,  and  ruin  throughout  the 
State,  resulting  from  the  war,  thev  are  now  substantially  in  a  better  condition  than 
they  were  before  the  war.  They  have  not  so  much  money,  but  they  are  more  disposed 
to  work  and  get  along;  and  I  think  there  is  a  better  state  of  feeling  toward  the  freed- 
meu.    The  old  politicians,  though,  will  never  get  over  it — never  in  the  world. 

Question,  They  will  never  believe  in  the  new  order  of  things  t 

Answer,  Ifever.  They  have  been  turned  out  of  office ;  many  of  them  have  no  pros- 
pect of  getting  into  othce  again  unless  something  almost  equivalent  to  a  revolution 
should  occur,  and  they  are  very  bitter.  I  do  not  mean  all  of  them ;  I  meun  a  great 
many  of  them.  Some  of  them  are  very  kind  and  reasonable  about  the  matter,  and  do 
not  manifest  much  concern  about  obtaining  office  or  about  politics — never  say  any- 
thing about  it;  but  I  think  a  majority  of  that  class  are  most  intensely  bitter  in  their 
feelings  against  the  Government. 

Question.  And  are  they  very  clamorous  t 

Answer.  Not  particularly  so.  They  are  when  they  speak  at  all  on  the  subject.  Some 
of  them,  when  they  do  speak,  try  to  revive  by  the  most  unscrupulous  means  all  the 
auimosities  of  the  past;  and  it  is  the  counsel  and  conduct  of  such  men  as  they  that 
brings  into  existence,  I  think,  the  lawlessness  of  the  State,  and  these  lawless  bands  of 
men.  I  think  that  if  the  people  as  a  mass  were  let  alone ;  if  they  were  told  the  truth, 
and  not  deceived  and  misled,  these  secret  organizations  would  very  soon  cease  to  exist 
altogether  in  the  State. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  complaint,  and  if  so,  to  what  extent,  in  relation  to  the 
administration  of  affairs  by  your  State  government  and  the  officers  under  itt 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  there  have  been  great  complaints,  some  of  them  I  presume  wdl 
founded,  but  always  in  an  exaggerated  form,  and  most  of  them  having  no  foundati» 
at  aU. 

Question,  Your  officers  were  not  all  good  men  ? 
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Answer.  -No,  sir.  Under  the  constitution  of  our  State,  it  is  made  the  dnty  of  th© 
governor  to  appoint  nearly  all  the  officers  till  an  election  can  bo  h<^ld.  The  pjovemor 
appointed  all  the  officei*8  except  the  superintendents  of  education  for  the  counties,  who 
were  appointed  by  the  State  board  of  edncation.  It  is  utterly  impossible  lor  a  gov- 
ernor, or  a  State  board  of  education,  located  at  the  capital  of  the  State,  and  relying  alto- 
gether upon  indirect  information  as  to  the  qualitications  of  appointees,  to  get  the  right 
men.  I  have  sometimes  thought  it  was  an  accident  when  we  did  get  the  right  sort  of 
men. 

Question.  Has  the  6ondition  of  things,  in  that  respect,  been  constantly  improving? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  How  has  it  been  in  relation  to  the  financial  administration  of  your  State 
government  f 

Austcer.  Iliere  have  been  occasionally  in  the  StJite  government  and  in  the  county 
governments  individual  cases  of  extravagance,  recklessness,  and  dishonesty.  These, 
as  I  think,  were  only  exceptions  to  the  general  rule. 

Question.  Has  there  been  in  fact  any  very  considerable  complaint  in  relation  to  the 
expenditure  of  money,  or  the  expenses  of  your  State  government  t 

Answer.  'O,  yes,  sir.  The  expenditures  of  the  government  have  been  complained 
alwut  a  great  deal  by  the  opposition  press  and  politicians,  and,  in  some  instances,  I  have 
no  doubt,  with  justice ;  but  there  has  been  great  exaggeration  on  this  subject ;  and  I 
think  that,  ccmsidering  the  condition  in  which  the  State  government  was  at  the  time 
the  present  administration  went  into  power,  and  the  necessity  there  was  for  the  expend- 
iture of  money  for  the  building  and  improvement  of  public  edifices,  the  refurnish- 
ing of  the  eapitol  and  the  governoi*'s  mansion,  and  for  tno  asylums,  «fec.,  the  present 
has  been  as  economical  an  administration  as  was  common  before  the  war.  The  expendi- 
tures have  been,  I  believe,  more  than  those  of  any  previous  administration  ;  but,  then, 
the  necessity  for  expending  money  has  been  grea^r  than  ever  before,  because  of  the 
increased  population,  and  the  increased  necessities  of  the  government,  consequent  upon 
the  long  night  of  ruin  and  inaction  that  had  lain  upon  the  State  during  the  war;  and 
owing  also  to  the  ravages  of  war  throughout  the  State. 

Question.  Youy  present  State  administration  took  the  State  and  State  aiTairs  in  a 
pretty  dilapidated  condition  T- 

Answer.  Completely  dilapidated.  The  eapitol  building  itself  was  regarded  as  beiitg 
unfit  for  occupancy  and  unsafe,  and  many  persons  believed  it  impossible  to  make  it 
safe,  but  it  has  been  improved  at  an  expenditure  of  seventy  to  eighty  thousand  dollars, 
until  it  is  really  a  better  building  than  it  ever  was. 

Question,  Has  a  largo  share  of  this  complaint  about  extravagant  expenditures,  &c., 
come  from  those  men  who  had  been  the  leaders  and  rulers  of  your  State  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  The  complaints  have  generally  emanated  from  men  who  were  re- 
solved to  complain  and  find  fault,  in  any  event,  and  in  many  cases  before  they  knew 
what  was  going  to  be  done. 

Question.  How  will  the  recent  administration  of  financial  affairs  in  your  State  com 
pare  with  the  financial  administration  under  those  men  who  make  this  charge,  or 
their  political  associates? 

Answer.  It  compares  well  and  favorably.  The  Government  of  the  United  States  com- 
mitted to  the  hands  of  these  same  men  and  their  associates  large  donations  of  monev 
and  lands  for  educational  purposes,  for  internal  improvements,  &c.,  nearly  all  of  which 
tbev  squandered  and  stole — a  very  small  percentage  of  which  was  ever  appropriated 
to  the  objects  designed  by  the  Government  in  the  donation. 

Quesiiott.  State,  m  a  general  way,  some  of  the  financial  exploits  of  thoso  gentlemen. 

Answer.  They  borrowed,  I  think,  five  or  six  or  seven  million  dollars  some  years  before 
the  war,  squandered  it,  and  then  repudiated  the  debt.  Settlement  is  now  demanded ; 
and  payment  will  be  insisted  upon,  I  think,  from  now  until  it  shall  have  been  paid,  or 
some  definite  action  taken  in  the  matter.  The  amount,  I  think,  is  somewhere  in  the 
neighborhood  of  §18,000,000 ;  and  I  think  that  millions  of  those  other  funds  donated 
to  the  State  were  squandered.  All  this  was  in  addition  to  the  taxes  which  they  col- 
lected and  disposed  of.  I  do  not  think  the  taxes  are  now  any  more  onerous  than  they 
were  then,  except  in  individual  instances  where  boards  of  county  supervisors  have 
been  exorbitant  in  the  levying  of  taxes.  The  basis  of  our  taxation  is  infinitely  more 
just  and  less  oppressive  to  the  whole  body  of  tax-payers  than  it  ever  was  before. 

Question.  The  supervisors  levy  the  taxes  for  school  purposes  ? 

Answer.  For  school  purposes,  and  for  other  purposes  of  the  counties — for  bridges, 
conrt-honses,  &c. 

Question.  You  have  stated  that  there  seemed  to  be  efforts  to  operate  upon  the  vote 
of  the  colored  people  by  terrorism.  Are  there  in  vogue  other  modes  by  which  the 
colored  vote  is  attemi)ted  to  be  influenced  in  other  ways  than  by  legitimate  argument? 

Answer,  There  is  misrepresentation  ;  and  there  are  threats  of  withdrawal  of  patron- 
age, employment,  and  the  like. 

Question,  How  extensive  is  that  ? 

Answer.  In  the  year  1866  it  was  almost  nniYersal.    I  have  myself  been  present  when 
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it  was  done,  and  my  meaDS  of  information  have  been  ample.  I  think  it  waa  almost 
universal  throughout  the  whole  State  for  negroes  to  have  the  attempt  made  upon  them 
to  control  them  by  appeals  to  their  pecuniary  interest — by  threats  of  dischar^  from 
employment,  and  threats  of  expelling  them  from  lands  which  they  were  cnltivatiog, 
or  driving  them  off  plantations  on  which  they  had  growing  crops  or  interests  in  grow- 
ing crops. 

Question.  Are  the  great  mass  of  the  lands  in  your  State  owned  by  men  of  one  polit- 
ical side  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  mostly. 

Question,  Give  any  pai-ticulars  you  may  know  in  reference  to  the  manner  iu  which 
the  thing  is  done. 

Answer.  All  this  that  I  speak  of  was  in  1868  and  1869 — before  the  elections  of  those 
yeiirs.  In  1869  these  threats  were  somewhat  relaxed.  General  Ames  waa  there  in 
command.  He  had  caused  it  to  be  understood  that  he  would  see  to  it  that  the  men 
who  violated  the  law  and  attempted  to  control  votes  by  illegal  means  should  be  pun- 
ished. Those  restraining  inlluencee  did  not  operate  to  the  same  extent  in  1868.  Con- 
sequently, in  that  year  those  threats  were  general  and  wide-spread;  iu  1869  they  were 
not  nearly  so  much  so. 

Question.  What  was  the  mode  of  operations  in  1868  f 

Ansicer.  They  would  just  say  to  a  negro,  "  Vote  with  these  radicals,  and  yon  shall 
not  live  on  my  land ;  I  will  never  let  a  mdical  nigger  stay  on  my  place;"  At  that 
time  the  taxes  were  being  collected,  and  their  collection  was  made  a  means  for  the 
control  of  the  negro  vote.  The  poll-tax  was  enormous — from  six  to  eight  dollars  a  head— 
and  there  was  a  large  tax  on  guns  and  dogs.  Negroes  generally  had  those  three  taxes 
to  pay.  Almost  every  negro  had  a  gun  and  a  dog ;  and  all  of  them  between  twenty- 
one  and  tlfty-iive  years  of  age  had  to  pay  a  poll-tax,  which  was  two  dollars  to  the 
State,  and  four  or  live  dollars  to  the  county,  varying  with  the  county  in  which  the 
tax  was  levied.  The  collection  of  these  taxes  was  used  as  a  means  of  compelling  the 
uegro  to  vote  the  way  he  might  be  required  to  vote  by  his  employer. 

Question.  What  waa  the  process  t 

Answer.  One  way  (I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  universal ;  it  was  very  common  in 
the  part  of  the  State  where  I  lived,  which  was  densely  populated  by  negroes)  was  for 
the  sheriff  who  collected  the  taxes  to  act  in  conjunction  with  the  employer ;  and  jost 
as  the  sheriff  was  about  to  take  the  last  horse  which  the  negro  had,  or  his  last  skillet-, 
or  other  article  of  household  property,  the  owner  would  come  to  the  relief  of  the  ne- 
gro, and  agree  with  him  that  if  he  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  he  (the  employe) 
would  be  responsible  for  the  taxes.  I  have  known  that  to  be  done.  I  do  not  know 
whether  it  was  general  or  not ;  but  I  think  it  was  j^neral  throughout  the  State. 

Question,  Do  you  think  those  influences  were  productive  of  results  to  a  consid^ahle 
extent  f 

Answer.  Very  often  they  were ;  but  in  many  instances  they  were  counteracted  by  in- 
formation and  advice  given  to  the  negro,  which  he  believed  and  on  which  he  acted. 
But  the  negroes  often  promised — where  that  sort  of  stratejgy  was  adopted  they  were 
compelled  to  promise — that  they  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket ;  but  they  old  not 
do  it. 

Question.  They  did  not  always  keep  those  promises  f 

Answer,  They  very  seldom  kept  them  in  that  part  of  the  country.  As  the  enthusiasm 
increased  with  the  approach  of  election  day,  they  became  determined  that  they  would 
vote  the  republican  ticket  at  all  possible  hazards ;  they  did  do  it,  and  multitudes  of  them 
were  afterward  discharged  and  driven  from  theii*  places  of  employment. 

Ques^it.  Asarulef 

Afiswer.  Very  frequently. 

Question.  Which  ticket  do  the  colored  men  want  to  vote  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  colored  man  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  who  wants 
to  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  or  ever  did  want  to  vote  it,  though  some  of  them  did 
vote  it. 

Question.  If  a  colored  man  does  vote  on  that  side,  it  is  under  some  pressure  t 

Answer'.  It  is  done  under  some  improper  influence — either  a  bribe,  a  threat,  or  some- 
thing of  the  sort.  The  negroes  have  been  deceived  many  times :  they  have  been  de- 
ceived by  having  the  wrong  ticket  given  to  them  when  they  could  not  read. 

Question.  They  all  feel,  even  the  ignorant  class  among  them,  that  they  owe  their 
freedom  and  their  right  to  the  ballot  to  the  republican  party  f 

An9xer.  Yes,  sir.  The  negroes,  so  far  as  I  can  judge  &om  their  actions  and  their  ex- 
pressions, love  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  and  they  love  it  because  it  gave 
them  their  freedom.  They  consider  republicanism  the  same  thing  aa  the  Union,  tad 
believe  that  when  they  are  voting  the  republican  ticket  they  are  voting  for  the  Unioa 
and  for  liberty  to  themselves  and  everybody  else,  and  that  when  they  vote  any  otii« 
ticket  they  are  voting  against  liberty  and  against  the  Government  That  .is  my  con- 
ception of  what  the  negro  thinks  about  voting. 

.Question.  That  ia  his  philosophy  of  the  matter? 

4n»wer.  Yesi  sir. 
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• 

Que^ion,  This  class  of  leaders  that  yon  have  spoken  of— what  in  your  opinion  is  their 
real  status  with  reference  to  the  Government  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  love  of  the  Union  amon^  that  class  of  men,  or 
much  love  of  the  Govenimeut.  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  desire  on  their  jtart  for 
the  perpetuity  or  the  honor  of  the  Government.  Different  men  among  them  ditfer  in 
that  respect.  Some  of  them  would  like  the  Government  of  the  Unit^  States,  if  they 
could  have  what  they  regard  as  their  fair  share  in  its  administration,  in  its  ofiices  and 
its  honors.    But,  as  it  is,  they  are  not  friendly  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States. 

Question,  You  speak  of  the  particular  class  that  are  lahoring  under  disability  with 
refereuce  to  holding  office  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  speak  of  those  who  were  politicians  and  who  have  controlled  puh- 
hc  sentiment  in  Mississippi  for  years  past. 

Question.  And  who  are  now  actually  out  of  power  t 

An»wer,  Yes,  sir.  A  large  portion  of  those  who  are  disfranchised  are  among  the  best 
and  most  loyal  men  in  the  Stat«  or  country.  The  dislrauchisiug  provision  applies  to 
many  men  who  were  loyal  to  the  Government,  and  whoso  disqualification  arises  from 
the  circumstance  that  they  held,  perhaps  some  years  before  the  war,  some  petty  office, 
(for  instance,  justice  of  the  peace  or  judge  of  the  county  court,)  and  then  did  some 
little  in  aid  of  the  confederate  canse.  Some  of  them  went  into  the  field  and  fought. 
Some  of  them  who  did  not  do  that  did  some  other  act  which  incapacitated  them  for 
taking  the  oath  which  they  were  required  to  take  in  order  to  register  as  voters,  except 
by  committing  peijury ;  and  they  would  not  do  that.  Many  men  who  are  not  dis- 
franchised, and  never  were,  are  just  as  great  enemies  to  the  Government— greater,  in 
£ict,  than  many  who  are  disfranchised. 

Qiiesiion,  Then  you  think  the  line  as  to  loyalty  of  sentiment  does  not  follow  the  line 
that  separates  those  under  disabilities  from  those  who  are  not  so  disqualified. 

Answer,  No,  sir,  not  at  all.  I  think  the  disability  clause  in  the  Constitution  of  the 
United  States  did  not  strike  the  men  it  was  intended  to  strike,  and  that  it  struck  a 
great  many  men  whom  it  was  not  intended  to  strike.  I  know  men  who  before  the  war 
held  the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace,  or  some  other  little  office,  (held  it  by  a  mere  ac- 
cident, or  casualty,  if  you  may  so  express  it,) — men  who  were  opposed  to  secession  and 
anxious  to  the  last  hour  to  remain  in  the  Union,  but  who,  when  their  State  went  out,  re- 
garded it  as  their  duty  to  ^o  with  the  State,  whether  the  State  was  right  or  wrong.  Some 
of  thepa  went  into  the  field  and  fought  through  the  whole  war,  believing  all  the  time  that 
they  were  required  to  do  so  by  a  feeling  of  loyalty  and  allegiance  to  their  State ;  that  it 
was  their  duty  to  do  it,  notwithstanding  they  did  not  believe  in  the  policy  which  had 
broTight  on  the  war ;  and  when  the  surrender  came  they  were  willing  to  surrender, 
and  their  surrender  was  absolute  and  without  any  mental  reservation.  This,  I  believe, 
was  the  case  with  a  majority  of  the  confederate  soldiers,  and  indeed  nearly  all  the 
lower  ranks  who  were  not  under  the  control  of  unscrupulous  politicians  oi:  office-hun- 
ters. Then  came  the  disfranchisement,  and  disqualification  for  voting.  A  great  many 
who  were  disfranchised  are  among  the  leading  republicans  of  Mississippi.  Others  are 
not  republicans  at  all,  but  moderate,  decent  conservative  men,  most  anxious  for  the 
restoration  of  the  relations  of  the  State  to  the  Government  and  for  peace— who  regret 
very  ranch  that  they  ever  had  anything  to  do  with  the  war  or  that  there  ever  was  a 
war.  Then  there  are  some  democrats — men  who  consistently  vote  the  democratic  ticket, 
bat  who  have  none  of  the  bitterness  of  which  I  spoke — men  belonging  politically  to 
what  may  be  calle<l  the  middle  class,  taking  little  part  actively  in  politics,  but  still 
decided  in  their  opinions.  I  think  the  republican  party  lost  more  by  disfranchising 
any  portion  of  the  southern  leaders  than  they  ever  gained,  because  they  made  a  heix> 
of  every  man  they  thus  disqualified.  Many  a  man  who  would  have  had  no  influence 
at  all  perhaps  with  the  people,  but  who  would  have  been  simply  a  played-out  politi- 
cian, was,  on  account  of  his  disfranchisement,  able  to  enlist  sympathy  for  himself  in 
the  minds  of  the  people. 

Question,  1£  these  gentlemen  were  relieved  from  this  martyrdom  you  think  the  effect 
would  be  beneficial  T 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  think  that  if  the  disabilities  of  every  man  in  the  South  were  re- 
moved it  would  have  a  good  effect. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  the  war  debt  of  the  State  was  ? 

Answer,  No.  sir,  but  it  was  vast. 

Question,  How  large  do  you  suppose  it  was  f 

Answer,  I  should  ^slike  to  undertake  to  make  an  estimate.  I  have  no  kncrwledge 
about  it,  except  that  the  amount  was  very  large. 

(Question,  Fifty  million  dollars  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  reckon  not  that  much. 

Question,  What  is  the  present  debt  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  the  present  debt,  leaving  out  that  which  existed  prior  to  the 
incoming  of  the  present  administration,  is  more  than  $1,000,000,  or  $1,200,000. 
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Question.  Yon  do  not  think  the  debt  has  been  increased  more  than  that  amount  hj 
the  present  admitiistration  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,;  I  do  not  think  it  has  been  increased  that  much.  I  have  no  data  at 
all  on  that  subject;  but  my  general  idea  is,  that  that  auiouut  would  cover  it. 

Question.  Are  the  colored  men  of  Mississippi  in  favor  of  general  amnesty  t 

Answer.  I  believe  they  are ;  especially  the  southern  coloied  people. 

Question.  You  mean  the  freedmen  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  There  are  some  northern  "  carpet-bag  "  negroes  in  the  State,  who 
are  very  unlike  the  native  negroes — those  who  were  formerly  slaves. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  are  in  iavor  of  allowing 
negroes  to  continue  to  vote  1 

Ansivcr.  I  do  not  think  the  old  politicians  are.  ^ 

Question.  Do  you  think  a  majority  of  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  would,  if  they 
had  their  way,  allow  the  negroes  to  vote  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  would,  if  they  had  an  understandinff  of  the  matter.  You  see 
there  are  multitudes  of  the  middle  and  lower  classes  of  white  people  of  Mississippi 
who  never  hear  but  one  side  of  political  questions.  If  a  political  speech  is  to  be  made 
on  the  other  side,  all  means,  fair  and  unfair,  are  resorted  to  to  k^p  the  white  people 
horn  going  to  hear  it.  They  do  not  hear  discussions;  and  they  are  induced  to  believe 
that  republicanism  means  social  equality;  that,  if  a  man  is  a  republican,  he  must  neces- 
sarily bo  in  favor  of  white  people  and  negroes  marrying  and  associating  on  terms  of 
Serfoct  equality  in  the  social  circle.  That  idea  is  persistently  enforced  by  leading 
emocratic  politicians  upon  the  middle  classes  of  the  white  people ;  and  while  many 
of  them  do  not  believe  it,  many  of  them  do. 

Question.  Are  the  leading  politicians  who  are  under  disabilities  in  favor  of  allowing 
the  negroes  to  vote  f    Are  they  in  favor  of  negro  suffrage  t 

Answer.  I  think  the  people  of  Mississippi — I  speak  of  the  masses  of  them — are  dis- 
posed to  acquiesce  in  that  measure  and  not  disturb  it,  especially  if  they  are  let  alone 
and  allowed  to  understand  the  facts  about  it. 

Question.  Are  these  men  who  are  clamoring  about  the  disabilities  imposed  upon  them 
in  lavor  of  allowing  the  negroes  to  vote?  Would  they  allow  them  to  vote  if  they  had 
the  power  to  prevent  it  % 

Ansicer.  Many  of  them  would  not,  and  many  of  them  would.  As  I  remarked  a  whUe 
ago,  the  disfranchisement  includes  very  widely  different  classes  of  men  in  respect  to 
politics. 

Question.  I  speak  of  those  leaders  who  were  disfranchised  and  who  are  complaining 
so  much  of  their  disfranchisement. 

Answei'.  1  think  that  all  who  are  disfranchised  are  disposed  to  complain  about  i\ 
more  or  less;  and  I  think  some  of  them  are  willing  to  acquiesce  in  negro  suffrage, 
while  others  are  determined  to  miss  no  opportunity  now  or  hereafter  to  endeavor  to 
break  it  up. 

Question.  You  have  not  a  doubt  that  it  would  be  a  good  stroke  of  policy  on  the  part 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States  to  pass  a  general  amnesty  biU  ? 

Answer.  1  think  that  it  would  be  a  matter  of  policy  for  the  Government.  So  far  as 
regards  keeping  men  out  of  office,  let  that  be  done  at  the  ballot-box,  and  not  by  per- 
sonal proscription  of  individuals. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  that  more  men  are  disfrancliised  in  Mississippi  by  the  Con- 
stitution of  the  United  States  than  are  practically  disfranshised  by  the  acts  committed 
by  the  Ku-Klux  and  the  dread  following  their  operations? 

Anstver.  N(>,  sir;  I  do  not  thing  there  are  half  so  many. 

Que8tio)i.  You  think  there  is  more  real  disfranchisement  by  the  Eu-E3ux  than  by  the 
constitutional  amendment  ? 

Anstcer.  Let  me  consider  about  that ;  I  do  not  want  to  be  hasty.  I  think  the  number 
of  men  disfranchised  in  Mississippi  does  not  exceed,  on  an  average,  twenty -five  to  a 
county ;  I  do  not  believe  there  are  ho  many.  As  to  the  number  who  are  disfranchised 
or  prevented  from  voting  by  Ku-Kluxism,  there  are  in  some  counties  none  at  all,  and 
never  have  been.  But  in  some  counties,  if  an  election  were  now  held,  great  numbers 
of  republicans,  mostly  colored,  would  be  prevented  from  voting.  And  there  are  a 
great  many  white  men  who  would  vote  the  republican  ticket  who  never  say  anything 
about  it  i>ublicly,  who  are  afraid  of  the  odium,  the  denunciation,  the  persecution,  the 
deprivation  of  i)atronage,  the  loss  of  social  position,  which  would  follow  their  voting 
in  that  way,  and  therefore  they  do  not  do  it,  thotigh  they  would  be  glad  to  do  it.  They 
do  not  say  anything  about  the  matter  except  privately,  to  individuals.  I  have  many 
times  had  i>eople  talk  to  me  in  that  way. 

Question.  You  say  that  practically  in  the  aggregate  there  are  more  men  in  your  State 
prevented  from  voting  through  fear  of  the  operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  than  there  aw 
men  under  disabilities  by  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States? 

Anstcer.  I  think  it  probable  that  the  number  is  largely  more. 

Question.  Would  you  not  think  it  good  policy  on  the  part  of  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  take  whatever  measures  may  be  requisite  to  remove  the  disability  on 
both,  sides? 
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Answer.  Tea,  sir ;  it  would  be  good  policy  to  remove  t^e  disabilities  imposed  by  the 
fourteenth  amendment,  and  to  try  to  relieve,  aa  far  as  possibloi  the  other  disabilities 
to  which  you  allude.  I  think  that  time  will  wear  away  the  latter.  I,  think  that  we 
are  improving  in  that  respect  in  our  State  already. 

Question.  navQ  there  not  been  some  proceedings  in  the  United  States  courts  of  your 
State  against  the  Ku-Klux  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  I  think  they  have  had  a  salutary  effect. 

Question.  Have  the  State  courts  failed  to  check  the  operations  of  this  Eu-Klux  organ- 
ization f 

Answer.  I  think  they  have— not  because  of  any  want  of  disposition  to  do  it,  but 
because  of  the  impracticable  character  of  the  attempt. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  some  trials  which  have  been  recently  going  on 
at  Oxford? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  nothing  except  what  I  have  seen  by  the  telegraphic  reports.  I  know 
that  some  of  the  men  are  those  that  I  alluded  to  a  while  ago  as  having  been  arrested. 
The  arrest  of  some  occurred  about  the  time  I  lel't  home  some  days  since.  They  were 
charged  with  maltreating  the  schoolmasters  whom  I  have  already  mentioned. 

Qutstion.  Is  it  not  eommon  in  many  counties  of  Mississippi,  especially  upon  the  line 
of  the  railroads  that  run  down  from  Tennessee,  for  cok)redmen  to  be  whipped  by  these 
disguised  organizations  of  men  T 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of  along  the  line  of  the  road.  The  road  runs  across  a  cor- 
ner of  the  State,  from  Corinth,  on  the  north  side,  to  Meridian.  In  some  of  the  counties 
through  which  the  roads  pass  I  believe  these  outrages  have  been  reported. 

Qiitstiojt.  Where  these  Ku-Klux  exist  do  you  hear  that  it  is  common  for  colored  men 
to  be  taken  out  and  whipped  or  otherwise  maltreated  f 

Answer.  Ifes,  sir. 

Question.  1  notice  that  in  giving  instances  you  named  no  outrage  upon  any  colored 
man. 

Answer.  I  included  colored  men  in  those  who  were  killed  in  Meridian ;  and  using  the 
word  *'  men,'*  I  included  them  in  the  other  cases  I  mentioned. 

Question.  I3ut  when  you  gave  names,  you  did  not  mention  the  names  of  any  colored 
men  ;  I  observed  that  those  you  named  were  white  men. 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  names  of  the  colored  men.  # 

Questiott.  The  great  body  of  the  outrages  actually  committed  have  been  upon  colored 
men? 

Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  In  counties  where  the  Eu-Klux  operate,  is  it  common  for  them  to  operate 
principally  upon  colored  men  T 

Answer.  That  is  my  information — principally  upon  colored  men.  They  take  them 
ont  and  flog  them,  sometimes  hang  them,  sometimes  put  them  to  death. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  of  Tennessee. 
/    Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  Twenty  years. 

Questi/m.  Did  you  hear,  before  the  war,  of 'organizations  of  disguised  men  operating 
in  this  way  f 

Ansxcer.  Never. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  such  thing  until  the  negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  f 

Ansvper.  Never  in  that  State. 

Question.  Is  there  complaint  among  the  white  democrats  of  Mississippi  against 
the  reconstruction  policy  of  Congress  I 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  complaint. 

Question,  Is  the  main  i)oint  about  which  they  complain  that  the  negroes  have  been 
allowed  to  vote,  and  have,  wit  h  a  few  whit«  men,  taken  control  of  the  State  govern- 
ment f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  complain  that  the  negro  was  clothed  with  the  right  of  suffrage, 
and  that  the  right  was  taken  away  from  white  people. 

Question.  Nobody  was  deprived  of  the  right  of  suffrage  by  the  constitutional  amend- 
ment f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  by  the  reconstruction  laws ;  and  the  foiu:teenth  amendment 
contained  a  disqualiiication  for  holding  office. 

Question,  All  men  now  vote  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  except  the  classes  wlio  could  not  before  the  war. 

Question,  Suffrage  is  uniform  f 

Answer.  Suffrage  is  general  there  now. 

Question.  Is  there  complamt  that  in  the  reconstruction  of  the  State  the  great  body 
of  the  negroes,  with  a  few  white  men,  were  enabled,  by  voting  together,  to  get  control 
of  the  State  government  ? 

Ansiver,  That  is  the  great  cause  of  complaint;  that  is  the  sore  point  with  the  lead- 
ing democratic  politicians  of  the  State;  that  'm  the  main  cause  of  discontent  with 
them. 


312        CONDITION   OP  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHEBN   STATES. 

» 

Question,  It  is  of  that  they  mainly  complain  T 

Avewer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qaatiion.  Is  t«here  any  way  to  correct  that  gronnd  of  complaint  except  by  inflnencing 
the  colored  men  to  vote  with  the  democrats  t 

Answer.  None  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  these  En-Klux  organizations  were  gotten  np  for  the  pnrpose 
of  correcting  that  evil  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  what  the  organization  was  gotten  np  for,  bnt  I  have  been  led 
to  believe  that  it  was  gotten  np  for  the  purpose  of  resisting  republican  rule  and  tak- 
ing satisfaction  out  of  men  obuoxions  politically.    That  has  been  my  impression. 

Question,  Do  you  think  it  is  composed  entirely  of  democrats? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  any  republican  belongs  to  it :  I  never  heard  of  one  who  did. 
I  do  not  think  any  colored  man  belongs  to  it.  I  think  the  men  who  belong  to  it  are 
either  men  of  no  party,  who  do  these  acts  from  wanton  wickedness,  or  else  they  are 
actuated  by  political  purposes.  I  think  that  whatever  encouragement  they  receive 
from  outside  is  for  political  purposes. 

Question.  You  say  that  no  sncn  organization  existed  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  nntil 
the  negroes  were  allowed  to  vote  T 

Answer.  No,  sir,  no  such  organization  existed  till  then. 

Question.  And  the  great  evil  that  these  men  complain  of  is  that  the  negroes,  wiUi  a 
few  white  men,  have  been  enabled  to  take  charge  of  the  State  government  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  evil  having  arisen;  this  organization  for  the  first  time  sprang  into 
existence  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  ho^  it  came  otherwise. 

Question.  Is  there  any  gronnd  of  complaint  at  which  sensible  men  would  aim  such 
an  organization,  except  colored  snft'rage  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  individual  cases  of  villainy  and  rascality. 

Question.  Are  not  the  laws  adequately  eutbrced  in  those  cases  T 

Answer.  I  think  they  ai'e. 

Question.  Then  they  do  not  call  for  such  an  organization  as  this  T 

Answer.  Well,  mem  seek  that  means  of  redress — nnnecessarily,  but  still  they  seek  it 

Question.    Do  th^  seek  it  only  when  republicans  are  the  men  who  have  been  guilty  f 

Answer.  Those  are  the  only  ones. 

Question.  Do  they  resort  to  such  means  upon  democrats  f 

Answer.  Never,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  Does  not  that  raise  in  your  mind  a  presumption  that  this  is  a  sort  of  pre- 
text, under  color  of  which  they  attempt  to  influence  voting  ff 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  all  the  facts  I  can  learn  I  suppose  the  inference  yon  state 
would  be  what  any  one  would  draw,  the  premises  being  established. 

Question,  Taking  the  legislation  of  1866  and  1H67,  to  which  you  have  referred,  in 
reference  to  the  negroes,  and  considering  the  harsh  manner  in  which  some  features  of 
that  legislation  were  executed,  what  would  have  been  the  condition  of  the  negro  it 
such  measures  had  been  allowed  to  go  on  unchecked  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  how  he  could  have  existed  in  the  State  for  any  considerable 
length  of  time. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  that  such  measnres  would  have  amounted  to  his 
extermination  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  it  would  have  been  exceedingly  difficult  for  him  to  have  lived 
in  the  State ;  that  is  what  I  meant  by  saying  the  negro  would  have  been  exterminated. 

Question.  Would  such  legislation  have  placed  him  in  a  worse  condition  than  when  he 
was  a  slave  f 

Anstcer.  Infinitely  worse ;  because  when  a  slave  he  was  protected  as  property,  and 
the  interest  of  the  master  was  powerful  to  secure  to  the  negro  humane  treatment ;  and 
the  owners  of  the  slaves  were  many  times  very  humane  men. 

Question.  So  that  you  think  if  the  emancipated  slaves  had  been  allowed  to  be  sub- 
jected to  snch  legislation,  so  enforced,  they  would  have  been  placed  in  a  worse  condition 
than  before  the  Government  liberated  them  f 

Answer.  Infinitely.  Their  freedom  would  have  been  a  curse  to  them,  because  it 
would  have  deprived  them  of  the  protection  which  had  been  given  to  them  by  their 
value  as  slaves. 

Question.  If,  then,  there  are  evils  growing  out  of  the  correcting  legislation  of  Con- 
gress, which  has  given  to  the  negro  sufirage  and  equal  rights,  are  not  tbe  men  who 
undertook  to  reduce  him  to  such  a  condition  responsible  to  some  extent  for  snch  legis* 
lation  f 

Anstcer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  their  course  made  the  action  of  Congress  necessary  T 

Anstcer.  That  is  my  view. 

Question.  Is  the  government  of  Mississippi  now  measurably  as  well  administered  in 
its  various  details  as  it  was  before  the  war  f 
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Anmrer,  I  think  it  is.  Its  administration  is  a  great  deal  more  difficnlt  now  than  it 
was  before  the  ivar.  There  was  no  difficnlty  before  the  war  in  administering  the  ^ov> 
emnient  as  it  was  then  administered.  Our  people  were  never  very  prompt  m  pnnish- 
ingcrime,  unless  it  was  theft,  house-burning,  assassination,  or  some  other  villainous  act. 
"Where  there  was  violence  growing  out  of  whisky  and  newspaper  articles  and  "  a  fair 
fight,"  they  were  disposed  to  let  it  be  winked  at.  The  government  was  administered 
in  a  slip-shod  manner ;  I  say  it  with  great  respect  to  the  people  of  Mississippi,  because 
I  am  attached  to  their  interests  and  honor  as  much  aa  any  man  in  the  State.  They 
were  lax  in  administering  the  law  where  there  could  be  any  sort  of  a  pretense  that  the 
man  might  have  been  guilty  of  the  offense  charged  and  still  be  "honorable,"  as  they 
understood  that  word;  while  they  were  fierce  and  prompt  in  administ^ering  the  law  on 
a  tliief,  a  house-burner,  a  murderer,  an  assassin.  But  since  the  war  it  has  been  vastly 
more  difficult  for  the  government  to  keep  on  its  legs — I  mean  since  the  present  govern- 
ment went  into  operation.  There  have  been  embarrassments  on  every  hand.  There 
has  been  more  opposition  and  contempt  instilled  into  the  minds  of  the  people  for  gov- 
ernment and  for  law  than  ever  before  the  war.  Before  the  war  people  were  taught  to 
respect  the  judges,  the  courts,  and  public  officers-  generally.  Now  thej  are  taught,  so 
far  as  the  influence  of  certain  parties  can  go,  to  have  no  such  respect.  Another  thing 
which  I  desire  to  state  (for  I  am  anxious  to  tell  all  that  I  know  about  this  matter)  is 
that  since  the  present  government  of  the  State  went  into  operation  many  of  the  offi- 
cers throughout  the  State  have  not  been  elected  by  the  people.  The  people  have 
elected  their  governor  and  a  few  of  the  principal  State  officers,  together  with  members 
of  the  legislature ;  but  their  sheriffs,  constables,  ma^strates,  county  treasurers,  asses- 
sors--in  general  all  local  officers — have  been  appointed.  Sometimes  men  who  have 
been  sent  into  a  county  with  their  commissions  in  their  pockets  were  never  in  the 
county  before ;  knew  nothing  about  the  people  and  possibly  were  not  known  to  any- 
body residing  there.  The  people  had  a  contempt  for  such  men  ;  it  was  natural ;  I  had 
a  great  contempt  for  them  myself.  I  thought  that  in  this  respect  a  mistake  was  made. 
I  thought  it  would  be  better  that  the  positions  should  be  given  to  men  even  of 
less  qualification  or  merit,  but  residents  of  the  county,  and  therefore  identified  to  that 
extent  at  least  with  the  people.  None  of  these  local  officers  were  elected  by  the  people. 
The  boards  of  supervisors,  who  levied  the  taxes,  were  appointed  by  the  governor. 
The  su^rvisors  appointed  the  county  directors  of  schools.  The  people  had  nothing 
to  do  with  the  selection  of  these  officers.  The  superintendents  of  schools  were  appointed 
by  the  State  board  of  education,  sitting  at  Jackson.  The  magistrates,  constables, 
sheriffs,  &c.,  were  appointed  by  the  governor.  Those  officers  thus  appointed  were  often 
regarded,  even  by  good  men,  loyal  men,  republicans,  as  being  interlopers  who  had 
come  among  them  merely  to  stay  as  long  as  they  held  office,  and  to  leave  as  soon 
as  they  ceased  to  hold  office.    This  has  been  a  fhiittul  source  of  discontent. 

Question,  What  sort  of  a  supreme  court  have  you  T 

Anstcer.  A  very  fine  supreme  court,  I  think.  One  of  the  judges  was  a  practicing  law- 
yer in  Mississippi  for  nearly  thirty-five  years.  He  was  elected  by  the  people  to  Con- 
gress in  18(55,  but,  with  the  others  then  elected,  was  refused  a  seat.  He  has  always 
been  a  man  emiment  for  his  honesty  and  learning. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  What  is  the  name  of  that  judge. 

Answer,  Chief  Justice  Peyton.  Another  of  our  judges  is  Judge  Simrall — a  man 
almost  universally  esteemed,  and  deservedly  so,  by  all  classes  of  people,  before,  during, 
and  since  the  war,  especially  by  the  most  refined,  cultivated  andintelligent  of  the  peo- 
ple. Ho  was  once  a  professor  of  the  law  school  in  Louisville,  Kentucky.  The  third 
member  of  the  court  is  J  udge  Tarbell.  He  was  a  general  in  the  United  States  Volun- 
teer army,  who  came  to  Mississippi  and  settled  soon  after  the  war.  He  is  a  man  of 
unblemished  reputation  and  fair  legal  attainments.  These  three  judges  constitute  our 
supreme  court. 

By  Mr.  Pool: 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  your  circuit  judges  T 

Anmcer,  Some  of  them  are  good  men,  some  tolerable,  and  a  few  of  them  very  poor — 
poor  excuses  forjudges. 

Question,  How  many  circuit  judges  have  yonT 

Answer.  Fifteen. 

Question,  Are  they  in  the  main  good  men  T 

Ansu>er,  I  think  so.  I  think  that  as  a  class  they  are  as  good  men  as  we  were  in  the 
habit  of  having  before  the  war,  or  nearly  so. 

Question,  Have  those  {udges  been  the  objects  of  abuse  and  denunciation  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  newspapers ;  some  of  them  have— not  all  of  them. 

Question.  In  the  democratic  newspapers  ff 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  no  others  that  1  know  of;  and  not  half  of  them. 

Question,  Have  the  supreme  judges  been  attacked? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  have  been  attacked ;  and  though  I  do  not  know  that  they  have 
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beeu  directly  accused  of  corruption,  they  have  sometimes  been  ^ery  severely  and 
unscrupulously  criticised  for  their  decisious. 

Question,  Was  the  abuse  of  a  coarse  and  slanderous  character  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  was ;  with  respect  to  some  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme 
court  the  abuse  has  been  of  a  coarse  and  filthy  kind. 

Question.  Calculated  to  weaken  the  influence  of  the  court? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  bring  the  administration  of  justice  into  cont-empt  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  one  of  the  circuit  judges  whose  circuit  court  in  one  or  two 
of  the  counties  is  habitually  called  a  "  circus."  For  instance,  the  newspaper  will 
announce,  "Next  Monday  Alderson  and  Joe  Bowie  will  open  their  circus  in  this 
town" — ^Alderson  being  the  circuit  judge  and  Mr.  Bowie  the  district  attorney. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  good  standing  T 

Ansicer.  They  are  men  of  good  standing. 

Question.  Are  they  men  of  ability  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  that  they  are  men  of  a  very  high  order  of  ability ;  they  are 
passable.  ♦ 

Question.  The  newspapers  of  that  county  speak  of  the  court  as  a  *^  circas"  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  that  calculated  to  detract  from  the  influence  of  the  court  and  render  it 
less  able  to  enforce  the  law  7 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  Do  you  think  this  abuse  of  the  court  is  aimed  at  weakening  its  power  f 

Answer,  It  is  aimed  at  bringing  it  into  contempt.  It  is  known  that  such  is  the  natu- 
ral eflect ;  and  1  presume  that  men  intend  the  natural  consequences  of  what  they  do  or 
say. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  any  part  of  the  purpose  is  to  prevent  the  prosecution 
of  these  organized  bauds  of  men  who  have  committed  violence? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  is,  because  there  are  no  Ku-Klux  there  at  the  present  time, 
as  far  as  I  know.  At  the  time  of  the  election  of  1868,  as  I  believe,  they  were  in  most 
of  the  counties  of  that  district ;  .but  there  are  none  there  now,  I  think. 

Question.  From  the  general  information  which  you  get  in  your  intercourse  with  the 
people,  including  leading  men  from  all  parts  of  the  State,  you  being  located  at  the  cap- 
ital, what  is  your  idea  as  to  the  existence  of  this  organization  as  a  State  organization? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  a  State  organization  at  present;  but  I  think  it  is  very 
likely  to  become  such,  if  no  check  should  be  placed  upon  its  operations ;  that  is  to  say, 
it  will  exist,  I  think,  in  many  more  counties  ot  the  State  than  it  does  now,  between  this 
time  and  the  election  which  comes  ofl*  in  November. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  State  courts  can  check  it  ? 

Answer.  I  doubt  it, sir.  The  State  courts  do  not  meet  frequently  enough  to  do  that; 
and  there  are  plenty  of  men  who  would  commit  outrage  and  violence  with  a  firm 
expectation  that  they  would  be  acquitted  in  the  State  courts,  as  they  possibly  would 
be  on  account  of  the  difficulty  of  making  proof. 

Question.  Have  they  more  lear  of  the  United  States  courts? 

Answer.  1  think  they  have. 

Question.  You  think  that  bringing  prosecutions  in  the  United  States  courts  has  a 
more  repressive  effect  ? 

Answer.  I  am  inclined  to  that  belief. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  democrats  bringing  men  from  outside  the  State — "carpet- 
baggers" as  they  are  sometinies  called — into  the  State  and  making  candidates  of  them 
when  they  were  on  their  side  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  I  think  you  named  four  such  who  were  put  on  the  general  State 
ticket  ? 

Ansvjer.  They  were  all  "  carpet-baggers ;"  and  one  I  believe  was  imported  into  the 
State  expressly  for  the  purpose  of  being  run  upon  that  ticket. 

Question.  And  he  headed  the  ticket  ? 

Ansicer.  Y'es,  sir ;  on  an  agreement  made  before  he  came  into  the  Stat«,  that  if  he  would 
come  there  and  run  for  governor,  they  could  elect  him  and  would  do  it. 

Question.  How  do  the  democrats  reconcile  that  action  of  theirs  with  their  denonei- 
atiou  of  "  cai-pet-baggers  "  on  the  republican  side  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  explain  that. 

Qu£stion.  Do  they  attempt  to  do  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  great  many  of  them  now  deny  that  they  did  so ;  I  think  they 
are  ashamed  of  their  attempt  lo  deceive  and  mislead  the  people ;  I  think  they  regret 
it  because  it  is  now  very  plain  to  the  people  that  such  was  the  attempt ;  and  the  people 
are  disposed  to  distrust  the^e  men ;  the  masses  of  the  people  had  as  much,  contempt  for 
Dent  as  they  had  for  any  other  "  cari>et-bagger." 

Question,  And  the  undertaking  failed  too  ? 

Answer.  The  undertaking  failed  to  the  extent  of  nearly  forty  thousand  votes. 
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Question.  Do  you  think  that  failure  has  Bometbing  to  do  with  their  being  ashamed 
of  iff 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  that  has  all  to  do  with  it.  Then,  you  see,  they  having  deceived 
the  people  in  that  instance,  the  people  will  suspect  them  of  deception  in  any  other 
trick  or  strategy  that  they  may  get  up  for  the  purpose  of  electing  a  democrat  on  a  re- 
publican platform.  ^  They  undertook  to  elect  these  candidates  on  a  republican  platform. 

Question.  Did  you  not  say  that  the  democrats  had  a  colored  man  on  their  ticket  as 
the  candidate  for  secretary  of  state  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  nominated  the  first  colored  man  who  was  ever  nominated  in 
Mississippi  for  a  State  office. 

Question.  He  was  on  their  ticket  at  the  last  election  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  an  almost  totally  illiterate  ex-slave ;  it  is  said  he  could  not 
read ;  I  do  not  know  whether  he  could  or  not. 

Question.  And  they  ran  him  for  the  office  of  secretary  of  state  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  opposed  to  colored  men  holding  office  f 

Anstcer.  O,  yes ;  I  think  so,  unless  they  can  control  them  absolutely  after  getting 
them  into  office. 

Question.  Have  you  any  reason  to  believe  that  any  party  leaders  in  your  State  are 
connected  with  these  Ku-Elux  organizations  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  reason  to  believe  that  they  are  members,  or  that  they  are 
not,  except  that  some  of  them  are  very  decent  gentlemen ;  and  I  think  the  Ku-Klux 
organization  is  a  disgraceful  thing,  and  that  therefore  they  would  not  belong  to  it. 

Question,  You  have  never  resided  in  a  community  where  these  organizations  were 
perpetrating  their  outrages? 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  saw  any;  but  I  think  it  is  likely  that  there 
have  been  outrages  perpetrated  two  or  three  years  ago  in  some  places  where  I  lived. 
I  always  resided  at  Port  Gibson  until  I  removed  to  Vicksburg,  two  years  and  a 
half  ago;  and  since  I  have  been  attorney  general  of  the  Stace  I  have  resided  in  Jack- 
son most  of  the  time.  I  think  it  very  likely  that  there  have  been  individual  cases  of 
outn^MpB  committed  iu  some  of  those  places;  but  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it 
myseli. 

Question.  Do  the  people  of  Mississippi  feel  that  they  were  relieved  from  any  burden 
by  the  action  of  the  United  States  in  prohibiting  the  payment  of  the  confederate  war 
debt  of  the  State,  amounting  to  from  thirty  to  mty  millions  f 

Anstcer.  I  suppose  they  do. 

Question.  Suppose  they  had  not  been  relieved,  and  that  debt  were  now  resting  upon 
the  people,  and  they  were  taxed  to  meet  it,  would  they  have  been  in  a  condition  to  do 
sof 

Ansujer.  They  could  not  have  done  it.  I  believe  they  would  have  repudiated  that 
debt.    They  could  not  have  paid  it. 

Question,  You  think  it  a  very  great  relief  to  the  people  of  Mississippi  that  the  pay- 
ment of  that  debt  was  prohibited  T 

Anstcer,  1  so  consider  it.  I  think  that,  as  old  Governor  McNutt  says,  it  was  a  good 
way  to  leap  the  chasm.  We  got  rid  of  the  debt  by  somebody  else^s  action ;  not  our 
own. 

Question.  You  talk  of  repudiation.  Your  people  had  some  experience  in  that  direction 
before  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  immaculate  government,  the  members  and  supporters 
of  which  have  complained  so  much  of  the  present  government.  The  present  govern- 
ment has  had  nothing  to  do  with  that,  one  way  or  the  other. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  man  Huggins  was,  you  say,  a  superintendent  of  schools  in  Monroe 
county  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Does  your  law  give  to  a  superintendent  of  schools  the  authority  to  levy 
and  collect  taxes  7 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  not  at  all.  He  was  a  superintendent  of  schools,  and  was  also  an 
officer  of  the  United  States  internal  revenue ;  a  deputy  or  assistant  collector,  I  think. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mi.  Poland  :) 

Qtiestion.  Under  the  authority  of  the  United  States? 
Answer.  Under  the  United  States  Government. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  How  is  the  school  tax  levied  and  collected? 

Answer.  An  estimate,  which  is  required  by  law  to  be  made  by  the  board  of  directors 
for  the  county,  is  placed  before  the  board  of  supervisors,  and  they  levy  the  tax. 
Question,  Do  ^ou  mean  the  State  board  ? 
Answer.  No;  sir ;  the  board  of  county  supervisors. 
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Question.  Does  the  superintendent  of  the  schools  collect  the  tax  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  Las  nothing  to  do  with  the  levying  or  collection  of  the  tax.  He 
supervises  the  schools. 

Question.  Does  he  disburse  the  taxes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  does  not  disburse  them.  He  has  nothing  to  do  with  the  taxes  or 
the  revenues.  The  sheriff  is  ex  officio  tax  collector.  He  collects  the  school  tax  along 
with  the  other  taxes  for  the  State  and  county. 

Question.  This  man,  however,  was  a  collector  of  revenue? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  United  States  int'Cmal  revenue.  That  is  my  impression,  and  I 
believe  so  from  the  fact  that  I  understood  when  they  whipped  him  he  was  told  that 
he  should  not  collect  that  revenue.  I  infer  from  this  that  he  was  a  collector  of  rev- 
enue. 

Question.  That  was  the  declaration  made  to  him  by  the  persons  who  whipped  himff 

Answei\  So  I  am  told. 

Question.  They  whipped  him  on  account  of  his  being  there  to  collect  United  States 
taxes  f 

Answer,  That  is  one  account.  I  have  heard  another,  which  is  that  they  wanted  him 
to  leave  because  he  had  used  his  influence  to  induce  an  exorbitant  expenditure  of 
money,  requiring  an  exorbitant  taxation. 

Question.  Then  nothing  was  said  about  his  being  a  "  carpet-bagger  f  The  simple 
objection  to  him  was  that  he  had  advised  the  levy  of  an  exorbitant  tax  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  there  was  anything  said  about  his  being  a  "carpet- 
bagger" or  not.  He  was  a  '^  carpet-bagger,"  though ;  that  is  to  say,  be  was  a  north- 
ern man.    I  knew  him  before  he  went  to  that  county. 

Question.  You  say  that  some  of  the  parties  appointed  by  the  governor  to  local  offices 
were  not  residents  of  the  counties  in  which  they  were  appointed — were  "  carpet-bag- 
gers "  in  that  sense,  and  therefore  objectionable  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them  did  not  live  in  the  county  until  they  went  there  to 
hold  office.  JTot  only  the  governor,  but  the  board  of  education,  by  whom  the  school 
superintendents  are  appointed,  have,  in  a  few  instances — a  very  few,  however — ^ap> 
pointed  men  of  tLut  class. 

Question.  They  are  objectionable  on  that  account  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Even  republicans  object  to  such  men  being  appointed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  many  republicans  do,  but  others  liave  insisted  that  it  was  neoes 
sary  to  do  it,  because  there  was  nobody  in  the  county  who  would  take  the  places.  I 
know  of  some  counties  in  which  there  have  never  been  any  applications  f^r  the  a]>poiDt- 
ment  of  county  Hupenntendent ;  men  have  been  recommended,  and  have  had  the  ap- 
pointment tendered  to  them,  but  have  declined.  In  such  cases  as  that  it  is  probable 
that  unless  the  appointment  were  given  to  somebody  not  residing  in  the  county  they 
would  not  soon  get  a  superintendent,  unless  the  law  should  be  changed  so  as  to  re- 
quire county  superintendents  to  be  elected,  which,  I  think,  ought  to  be  done.  I  have 
advocated  that  all  the  time ;  and  I  have  been  all  the  time  in  favor  of  as  early  an  elec- 
tion as  practicable  for  all  county  officers,  including  these  superintendents  of  schools, 
because  I  have  thought  all  the  time,  and  believe  it  now  as  firmly  as  I  do  in  my  exist- 
ence, that  a  fair,  impartial,  orderly,  and  lawful  election  would  tend  to  produce  quiet- 
ude. 

Question.  And  satisfaction  with  the  officers  elected  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  it  unreasonable  that  the  people  of  a  county  or  State 
should  object  to  perfect  strangers  coming  in  among  them,  having  no  interest  in  the 
community  at  all,  and  exercising  the  hi<^hest  functions  of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  that  it  is  unreasonable ;  but  I  do  think  it  is  unrea- 
sonable that  they  should  make  their  objections  in  the  manner  in  which  they  have 
sometimes  made  them,  by  violence. 

Question.  Have  not  the  officers  been  violently  thrust  upon  them  ? 
Answer.  Nobody  has  been  violently  thrust  upon  them.  The  proceeding^  has  been  to 
quietly  give  an  appointment,  and  tell  the  officer  to  go  and  attend  to  his  duties.  I 
think  that  a  different  course,  that  is,  allowing  the  people  of  the  county  to  elect  tlie 
men  who  are  to  serve  them,  would  have  a  beneficial  efi^t.  I  think  that  the  appoint 
ment  of  strangers  to  hold  offices  has  been  one  of  the  causes  of  discontent,  and  has  been 
made  the  pretext  by  wicked  and  designing  men  for  violence,  when  perhaps  a  moderate 
and  lawful  course  might  have  been  far  more  successful  in  effecting  their  purpose. 

Question,  You  think  it  is  a  good  thing  to  let  the  people  of  a  State  or  county  have 
their  way  about  their  own  officers  ? 
Answer.  By  all  means. 

Question.  You  think  that  forcing  outsiders  upon  them  as  officers  is  objectionable  T 
Answer.  It  is  objectionable;  but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  in  the  condition  of 
things  in  which  we  have  been  placed  there.    Otherwise  it  would  sometimes  be  impossi- 
ble to  have  officers,  because  no  resident  of  the  county  would  do  his  duty,  would  give 
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the  colored  man  a  fair  chance.  The  inflnential  and  powcrfnl  people  in  the  county 
would  have  an  advantage ;  the  treatment  of  the  negro  would  be  oppressive,  as  would 
that  of  the  republicans  or  "radicals,"  who  have  been  all  the  time  extremely  obnoxious 
though  they  are  not  so  much  so  now  as  formerly. 

Question,  You  think  it  was  necessary  then  to  go  outside  of  the  counties  to  get  some 
"  carpet-baggers"  to  do  justice  among  the  people  ? 

Anmxxr,  Sometimes  it  was — ^not  necessarily  '^  carpet-baggers,''  but  suitable  men  of 
some  sort. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  whole  counties  of  people  have  been  utterly  indis- 
posed to  do  what  was  right  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  incompetent,  or  that  suitable  men  for  the  positions  were  dis- 
franchised, or  would  not  accept  them ;  or  if  they  were  competent  and  willing  to  accept 
the  positions,  the  appointing  power  sometimes  had  not  contidenco  in  them — honestly 
had  not  confidence  in  them,  and  it  was  necessary  to  send  somebody  else.  I  have  some- 
times had  men  rejected  that  I  wanted  appointed — men  who  were  residents  of  the 
county.  They  were  rejected  by  the  military  commander,  or  by  the  governor.  Some- 
times I  have  been  consulted,  and  my  counsel  and  advice  have  prevailed.  But  it  is  a 
vast  job  to  undertake  to  officer  a  State. 

Question.  Against  its  wishes  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  or  to  officer  a  State  at  all. 

Question,  AgaiusL  the  wishes  of  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Whether  against  the  wishes  of  the  people,  or  in  accoidance  ''vith  their 
wishes.  There  is  no  way  of  attaining  knowledge  of  what  the  wishes  of  the  people  are 
except  by  an  election.  After  our  governor  was  elected  it  was  his  duty  under  tJie  con- 
stitution to  appoint  these  various  officers  for  the  counties  of  the  State.  He  had  to  sit 
at  Jackson,  and  was  dependent  for  information  upon  men  who  would  come  there  to 
talk  to  him. 

Question.  That  was  a  defeat  in  fact  of  local  self-government? 

Anstrer,  It  was  not  a  defeat ;  it  was  a  suspension  of  local  self-government.  That 
suspension  had  occurred  before,  because  the  very  men  who  complained  had  themselves 
broken  up  the  government,  and  there  was  at  that  time  no  goverument  at  all  in  the 
8ta1«.  As  Mr.  Johnson  said  in  his  proclamation  in  respect  to  Mississippi,  North  Carolina 
and  other  States,  the  war  had  destroyed  the  government. 

Question.  And  it  was  necessar}'  to  go  on  destroying  it? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  this  was  the  reconstruction  of  it.  It  is  always  more  difficult  to  re- 
build a  ruin  than  to  make  a  ruin.  These  men  had  made  the  ruin,*and  we  had  to  rebuild 
the  edifice  out  of  such  scattered  fragments  as  v/c  could  get.  I  know  that  many  of  the 
men  who  have  been  concerned  in  this  matter  in  Mississippi  have  been  actuated  by  the 
highest  possible  motives. 

Question,  Not  all  I  suppose  ? 

Anstcer.  Not  all,  of  course.  Governor  Alcorn  I  believe  is  earnestly  devoted  to  the 
interests  and  the  honor  of  the  State,  and  of  all  its  people.  Of  course,  he  occasionally 
makes  mistakes  and  blunders. 

Question.  You  said  that  efforts  were  made  use  of  by  the  land-owners  of  your  State  to 
control  the  votes  of  tlie  people  who  lived  on  their  land  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  by  all  of  them ;  I  do  not  mean  to  say  by  all  of  them. 

Question.  I  did  not  understand  you  as  so  saying ;  but  you  said  that  such  efforts  were 
made. 

Answer.  Made  by  some. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  lived  in  the  North  ? 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  visited  the  North  ? 

Answtr.  I  was  twenty-six  years  of  age  and  had  a  wife  and  one  child  before  my  feet 
ever  stepped  on  free  soil ;  and  then  I  only  went  for  a  very  short  distance  into  the 
North;  I  went  to  Indiana  and  Ohio,' and  back  again. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  it  to  be  a  fact  that  very  many  x>er8ons  at  the  North 
attempt  to  control  those  who  reside  on  their  property  or  who  are  employed  by  them  ? 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  believe  it  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  very  probable. 

Question.  Do  yon  not  know  that  a  man  has  a  right  to  employ  whom  he  pleases  on 
his  land  ? 

Answei:  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  a  right  to  employ  whom  he  pleases,  but  he  has  no  right  to 
employ  a  man  on  the  condition  that  he  shall  vote  a  certain  way. 

Question.  Has  not  a  man  a  right  to  employ  whom  he  pleases  ? 

Answer,  Unquestionably ;  but  under  our  law,  if  a  man  employs  another  because  he 
has  yote<l  a  certain  way,  or  refuses  to  employ  him  because  he  did  not  vote  that  way, 
or  discharges  hira  from  employment  because  he  has  voted  a  certain  way,  or  denies  him 
employment  because  of  his  voting  a  particular  way,  that  is  a  crime. 

Question,  Under  the  laws  of  Mississippi  ? 
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Anmcer.  Under  the  old  laws  of  Mississippi,  passed  long  before  the  war,  and  which 
have  been  in  force  continuonsly.  That  law  is  in  forte  now,  and  was  in  force  when 
these  things  were  done. 

Question,  Was  it  enforced  ? 

Answer,  I  mean  to  say  that  the  law  was  on  the  statute  book,  not  executed.  It  was 
in  existence  and  ought  to  have  been  enforced. 

Qucslion.  Do  yon  know,  of  your  own  knowledge,  of  any  person  having  been  dis- 
charged for  any  vote  which  he  gave  f 

Answer,    Yes,  sir ;  O,  yes. 

Question.  By  whom  f 

Answer-,  By  many  persons. 

Qiiesiion,  Mention  an  instance. 

Ansicer,  The  Grand  Gulf  and  Port  Gibson  Railroad,  for  one. 

Question,  That  was  a  corporation  f 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  a  corporation ;  but  not  exceeding  six  or  eight  persons 
constituted  the  corporation,  I  think.  I  could  probably  count  them  on  the  fingers  ot 
one  hand.  I  know  the  gentlemen  composing  it.  Perhaps  my  knowledge  of  the 
circumstance  would  not  be  such  as  would  be  competent  evidence  in  a  court  of  Justice. 

Question,  You  have  precisely  the  same  knowledge,  1  have  no  doubt,  iu  reference  to 
almost  all  the  railroad  corporations  of  the  country  f 

Answ^.  No.  I  will  tell  you  what  knowledge  I  have  in  this  case.  The  hands  came 
straight  from  the  depot  t^  me,  and  asked  me  what  they  should  do  to  keep  from  being 
discharged ;  and  I  told  them  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  not  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  Some  of  them  did  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  because,  as  they  told  me  aiter- 
ward,  if  they  had  not  done  it  they  wouhl  have  been  discharged;  and  they  were 
rctaine<l.  Others  who  did  vote  the  republican  ticket  were  immediately  discharged. 
Then  I  will  tell  you  another  instance.  I  do  not  care  about  giving  names,  unless  you 
insist  upon  it.  I  know  a  very  respectable  gentleman  in  my  county,  a  man  of  large 
wealth,  fine  intelligence,  and  good  character,  in  every  way  a  good  man,  but  a  very 
violent  deniocnit,  who  came  to  me  with  an  old  negro  man,  who  he  said  lived  on  bis 
place,  and  he  said  ho  wanted  me  to  tell  this  colored  man  that  what  he  bad  told  him 
was  the  truth.  He  had  told  him  that  if  he  voted  the  democratic  ticket,  neither  the 
Union  League,  nor  the  republican  party,  nor  General  Grant,  could  interfere  with  him 
or  punish  him  for  so  doing.  He  said  the  negro  was  afraid  that  if  he  voted  the 
democratic  ticket  he  would  be  violating  some  law  of  the  Union,  or  disobeying  some 
power  which  had  jurisdiction  over  him.  He  said,  "I  want  you  to  tell  this  man  that 
he  has  a  right  to  vote  the  democrjitic  ticket,  for  I  don't  intend  that  any  damned 
radical  nigger  shall  live  on  my  place.  This  old  man  lives  there,  and  I  am  willing  that 
he  shall  stay  there ;  but  1^11  be  damned  if  he  shall  stay  there  if  he  votes  the  radical 
ticket."  Said  I  to  the  negro,  "  Uncle,  you  have  a  perfect  right  to  vote  the  democratic 
ticket.  Vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  yon  want  to,  and  no  harm  will  come  to  yoa, 
except  that  you  will  help  in  that  way  to  bring  about  bad  ^vernment  and  bad  laws, 
as  I  think.  I  may  be  mistaken  in  that,  but  it  is  my  car  .d  belief  that  your  action 
will  t«nd  to  produce  bad  government  if  you  vote  the  democratic  ticket.  But  on  the 
other  hand,  you  have  the  right  also  to  vote  the  republican  ticket ;  this  gentleman  has 
no  right  to  turn  you  off  his  place  for  voting  that  ticket.  Vote  whatever  ticket  you 
please;  and  if,  because  you  vote  some  other  way  than  he  wants  you  to  vote,  ho  under- 
takes to  punish  you  by'discharging  you,  he  is  liable  to  be  sent  to  the  penitentiary; 
and  I  will  take  particular  pains  to  see  that  he  is  sent  there,  if  it  be  in  my  power."  I . 
took  out  two  tickets,  and  held  one  in  each  hand  and  said,  holding  up  one  band, 
"  Here  is  the  democratic  ticket,  and  you  have  a  right  to  vote  that  if  you  want  to." 
Then,  holding  up  the  other  hand,  I  said,  *•  Here  is  the  republican  ticket,  and  you  have 
a  right  to  vote  that.  Whichever  ticket  you  vote,  you  shall  not  be  hurt  or  molested." 
Said  he,  **I  want  to  vote  the  republican  ticket."  He  reached  forward  and  took  the 
republican  ticket,  and  went  right  before  his  master  and  put  that  ticket  in  the  box. 

By  Mr.  Pool  : 

Question,  He  did  that  ri^ht  in  the  presence  of  this  gentleman  who  was  his  employer? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  right  m  his  presence.    The  employer  was  a  good  man  ;  he  did  not 
know  that  his  threats  were  in  violation  of  law. 

Bv  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  It  is  very  oLvious  the  negro  had  been  told  by  republicans  that  he  would 
be  punished  if  he  did  not  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Anstcer.  That  might  be ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  was,  because  in  my  county,  Claiborne, 
I  told  such  people  nearly  all  that  they  knew  about  voting ;  and  I  never  told  them 
any  such  thing  as  that.  I  never  told  them  anything  else  than  the  truth,  so  for  as  I 
knew  it. 

Question.  Other  persons  might  have  told  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  was  hardly  any  other  person  who  would  tell  them. 
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Question,  How  did  this  negro  get  the  idea,  then,  that  he  was  compelled  to  vote  the 
republican  ticket  T 

Answer.  The  idea  might  have  arisen  from  ignorance,  and  from  a  serious  belief  that 
that  was  his  duty,  or  he  might  have  been  told  by  somebody.  I  know  that  republican? 
strange  as  it  may  seem,  do* sometimes  miss  the  truth  a  little. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  I  wish  to  ask  a  question  or  two  in  regard  to  the  appointment  of  your  county 
officers.  The  constitution  of  your  State  provided  that  the  first  officers  of  the  counties 
should  be  appointed  by  the  governor  t 

Jnsteer.  Yes«  sir,  and  that  they  should  hold  their  offices  until  an  election  should  be 
provided  for  by  the  legislature. 

Question.  It  was  only  a  temporary  f^rovision  f 

Anstcer,  Entirely  temjwrary. 

Question.  And  that  was  a^nted  to  by  the  people  in  the  adoption  of  the  consti- 
tution? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  by  a  majority  of  nearly  40,000. 

Question,  And  such  a  provision  was  necessary,  in  order  to  set  your  State  machinery 
going  T 

Answer,  Certainly ;  it  was  indispensable. 

Question,  And  the  constitution  authorized  the  legislature  to  pass  laws  making  pro- 
vision for  the  election  of  officers  by  the  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  these  officers  who  were  thus  appointed  by  the  governor  were  only 
to  hold  their  offices  until  an  election  should  be  provided  for  by  the  legislature.  The 
legislature  has  now  provided  for  an  election  to  take  place  next  November. 

Question.  The  provision  of  the  constitution  was  upon  its  face  a  merely  temporary  pro- 
vision t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  merely  temporary ;  it  has  been  decided  by  the  supreme  court  that 
it  was  a  provisional  or  temporai-y  enactment. 

Question.  And  it  was  necessary,  because  you  had  no  mode  of  electing  these  officers 
until  the  legislature  should  make  some  provision  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  What  offices  did  you  say  you  had  held  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  The  question  put  to  me  was,  what  offices  I  had  held  before  the  war.  I  held 
the  office  of  justice  of  the  peace  under  the  State  government,  and  postmaster  at  Port 
Gibson  under  the  Federal  Government, 

Question.  During  the  war  where  were  you  f 

Arnncer.  I  was  at  home.  I  filled  at  that  time  the  office  of  judge  of  the  probate  court, 
having  been  elected  after  the  war  commenced. 

Question.  Elected  on  the  confederate  side  ? 

Ansiser.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  a  confederate. 

Question,  Then  you  were  yourself  under  disabilities  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  become  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  About  the  time  the  reconstruction  laws  were  passed,  in  1867. 

Question.  You  stuck  to  the  democrats  till  then  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  I  ever  stuck  to  the  democrats  at  all ;  I  was  of  the 
other  way  of  thinking.  I  was  a  whig  until  know-nothingism  arose ;  and  then,  being  a 
Catholic,  I  could  not  go  against  Catholicism. 

Question.  When  did  you  get  your  disabilities  removed? 

Answer.  My  disabilities  were  removed  in  i868  or  1869.  My  name  was  in  the  first  bill 
tDat  was  passed.  • 

Question.  Did  you  take  any  part  in  trying  to  get  the  first  constitution  of  Mississippi 
passed  through  Congress  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  at  all ;  I  was  opposed  to  that. 

Question.  You  believed  that  GeneraJ  Gillem  made  a  truthful  report  of  the  facts  in 
relation  to  that  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  that  I  did  believe  his  report  wasentireljL.accurat« ;  but  whether 
it  was  or  not,  I  was  opposed  to  having  that  constitution  fastened  upon  the  State  by 
an  act  of  Congress. 

Question.  General  Gillem,  I  believe,  was  removed  because  he  reported  against  that 
constitution  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  And  General  Ames  was  put  in  his  place  ? 

AnsuKT.  General  Ames  was  put  iu  his  place. 

Question,  General  Ames,  of  course,  was  a  genuine  republican  ;  Gillem  was  considered 
a  little  **  fishy,"  was  he  not  ? 

Anstcer.  I  never  heard  of  General  Gillem  saying  that  he  belonged  to  either  party. 
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Question.  Was  he  Dot  disroiBsed  because  he  behaved  like  a  geDtleman  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  he  was  dismissed  for. 

Question,  Yon  got  a  man  at  last  who  ruled  you  accordlDg  to  strict  rcpublicaii  prin- 
ciples f 

Answer.  Well,  we  got  General  Ames,  and  he  gave  us  a  better  chance,  I  think,  than 
General  Gillem  did. 

Quesihn   He  gave  the  republicans  a  better  chance  T 

Answer,  I  think  so. 

Question.  What  you  call  a  "  better  chance  ^  was  that  he  enforced  all  the  provisions  fot 
the  exclusion  of  white  men  more  rigorously  than  had  been  done  f 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  ho  did  not  do  that. 

Question.  He  managed  to  elect  himself  to  the  Senate  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  the  legislature  elected  him. 

Question.  Ho  sitped  his  own  certificate,  and  he  put  himself  in  a  position  to  be  elected  t 

Ansiccr.  Candidates  generally  put  themselves  in  a  position  to  be  elected. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  it  is  a  crime  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  to  refuse  to  employ 
a  man  because  of  his  politics! 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  State  again  what  you  said  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  said  that  the  law  provided  that  if  any  person  should  attempt  to  control  or 
influence  the  vote  of  another  by  btibery,  by  paying  him  anything,  or  by  withdrawing 
custom  or  employment,  or  by  any  pecuniary  inducement,  (that  is  the  substance  of  the 
law ;  I  do  not  uudcitkke  to*  give  its  precise  language,  for  I  have  not  examined  it  for  a 
year  or  two,)  such  person  subjected  himself  to  oisfranchisement,  and  also  fine  and 
imprisonment. 

(^mtstion.  You  say  that  the  law  of  Mississippi  punishes  the  withdrawal  of  employ- 
ment in  such  a  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  something  to  that  efiect.  I  would  prefer  to  refer  to  a  copy  of  tiie 
code. 

Question. 'Yon  are  willing  that  the  section  of  the  code  bearing  on  this  subject  shall 
be  incorporated  in  your  testimony  to  show  what  is  the  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  My  idea  is  that  there  never  was  any  law  in  any  State  that  punished  a  man 
for  refusing  to  employ  another  w^ho  voted  a  certain  way,  or  for  discharging  a  man  who 
voted  a  particular  way. 

Answer,  Because  of  his  vote. 

Question.  Du  you  not  think  that  President  Grant,  if  he  were  hold  accountable  under 
a  law  of  that  sort,  would  be  in  the  penitentiary  till  doomsday  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  a  nidical  Senator  or  member  of  Confess  who  has 
not  aided  in  turning  men  out  of  office  because  they  were  democrats,  and  putting  men 
into  oihce  because  they  were  republicans  ff  And  has  it  not  been  done  on  that  vety 
ground  f 

Answet\  No  doubt  that  is  done.  A  similar  policy  has  been  pursued  by  all  parties. 
So  far  as  I  know,  it  has  always  been  customary  to  give  official  positions  in  Waahington 
to  those  supporting  the  party  in  power. 

Question.  And  to  turn  out  those  who  oppose  it? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  the  daughters  of  Chief  Justice  Taney,  although 
almost  starving,  were  turned  out  of  office  by  General  Grant  because  they  were  demo- 
cratic in  their  political  views,  or  because  their  father  had  been  a  democrat? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  it. 

Question.  Have  you  not  seen  it  in  the  newspapers  ? 

Answei:  I  believe  I  have  seen  something  of  the  kind. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland.)  He  did  not  do  it  in  Mississippi. 

Mr.  Beck.  And  there  is  no  such  law  in  Mississippi. 

Witness.  I  never  said  that  it  was  made  an  offense  to  revise  to  employ ;  I  said  that 
it  was  an  offense  to  discharge  a  person  from  employment,  or  to  give  him  employment 
or  patronage,  because  of  his  vote,  and  for  the  purpose  of  influencing  or  controlling  his 
vote. 

By  Mr,vBECK : 

Question.  When  you  come  to  look  at  your  code  you  will  find  that  you  are  ntteriy 
mistaken  about  the  law. 

Answer.  I  refer  to  the  law  as  found  under  the  head  of  ''  bribery,"  in  the  revised  code 
of  Mississippi,  of  1857.  There  are  two  sections  which  I  desire  to  be  incorporated  as  a 
part  of  my  answer.  • 

[The  provisions  referred  to  by  the  witness  are  as  follows :] 

"Article  38.  If  any  man  shall  offer  or  give  a  reward  to  another,  for  the  purpose  of 
inducing  him  to  ]>er8uade,  or  by  any  other  means  not  amounting  to  bribery,  to  procure 
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any  person  to  vote  at  any  election,  for  or  against  any  penon,  the  person  so  giving  or 
offering,  and  he  who  shall  receive  such  reward  shall,  npon  conviction  thereof,  he  im- 
prisoned in  the  common  Jail  for  not  more  than  one  year,  or  fined  not  more  than  five 
hundred  dollars,  orhoth,  at  the  discretion  of  the  court. 

"Article  39.  Whoever  shall  procure  or  endeavor  to  procure  the  vote  of  any  elec- 
tor, or  the  influence  of  any  person  over  other  electors,  at  any  election  for  himself  or 
any  other  candidate,  h^  means  of  violence,  threats  of  violence,  or  threat  of  withdraw- 
ing custom  or  dealing  m  husiness  or  trade,  or  of  enforcing  the  payment  of  a  deht,  or  of 
bnn^g  a  suit  or  criminal  prosecution,  or  hy  any  other  uireat  or  iinury  to  be  inflicted 
by  him  or  by  his  means,  shall,  upon  conviction,  be  forever  disqualified  to  hold  any 
office  or  place  of  trust,  honor,  or  j^rofit,  under  the  laws  or  constitution  of  this  State,  ex- 
cluded from  suf&age,  and  be  punished  by  imprisonment  in  the  penitentiary  for  a  term 
not  exceeding  two  years,  or  in  a  county  Jail  not  more  than  one  year,  or  by  fine  not 
exceeding  one  thousand  dollars,  or  by  both  such  fine  and  imprisonment.'' 

Quegtkm,  Did  not  Governor  Alcorn  himself  remove  all  men  who  were  opposed  to  him 
politically,  and  fill  their  places  with  men  who  were  his  poUtioal  firiends  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  intended  to  do  so. 

QueitUm.  Has  he  not  done  it  to  the  best  of  his  ability  t 

Answer,  I  presume  he  has. 

Question,  Is  that  no  violation  of  law  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  not  that  removing  a  man  from  office  because  of  his  vote,  and  giving 
another  employment  because  of  his  vote  f 

Answer.  iMo,  sir.  It  is  not  employing  a  man  in  the  proper  sense  of  the  term  employ- 
ment. It  is  fljiving  him  an  appointanent  with  reference  to  his  principles  of  government, 
which  are  believed  by  the  appointing  power  to  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  commonwealth. 
The  object  is  not  to  influence  nis  vote  by  giving  him  patronage  or  money.  It  is  to  bring 
into  the  government  for  its  administration  men  of  such  views  as  are  supposed  by  the 
appointing  power  to  be  in  accordance  with  the  best  interests  of  the  government.  But 
even  in  such  a  case,  if  the  promise  were  made  in  advance,  it  would  be  corrupting  the 
voter. 

Question.  Arc  not  these  appointments,  in  many  instances,  to  do  merely  clerical  labor? 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  about  that;  I  presume  so. 

[The  Chairman  (Mr.  Poland)  read  article  39,  chapter  63,  of  the  code  of  Mississippi, 
with  reference  to  bribery,  one  of  the  articles  already  incorporated  in  the  testimony.] 

Witness.  That  is  one  of  the  sections  to  which  I  have  referred;  and  there  is  another 
in  the  same  chapter. 

By  Mr.^  Beck: 

Question,  Is  there  anything  in  that  provision  which  prevents  a  man  from  discharg 
ing  another  from  bis  employ  because  of  his  vote  T 

Answer.  No ;  not  unless  he  does  it  to  control  his  vote. 

Question.  But  after  a  man  has  voted  cannot  his  employer  discharge  him  whenever  he 
pleases  f 

Answer.  1  suppose  he  can. 

Question.  Ana  there  is  nothing  in  the  law  of  Mississippi  to  prevent  it  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  unless  it  is  in  the  other  sectdon  to  which  I  have  refened. 

Question,  Can  I  not,  after  the  election  is  over,  discharge  from  my  employment  any 
man  that  I  see  fit  to  discharge,  and  employ  any  man  whom  I  see  fit  to  employ,  for  any 
reason  that  I  deem  proper  f 

Answer.  Ton  can,  unless  you  undertake  to  control  his  vote  by  pecuniary  considera- 
tiona. 

Question.  In  advance  t 

Answer.  In  advance. 

Question.  But  after  the  election  is  over  I  am  free  in  Mississippi  6t  elsewhere  to  dis- 
charge a  man  for  any  cause  that  I  deem  sufficient? 

Answer,  Or  without  any  cause,  unless  it  is  in  violation  of  your  contract,  or  unless  it 
is  done  to  influence  and  control  the  voter  in  the  election. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  in  terms  of  a  sood  deal  of  disparagement  oi  the  conduct 
of  the  press  in  their  comments  upon  the  action  of  your  Judges. 

Answer.  Not  of  the  press  at  lar|;e,  but  of  some  of  the  newspapers. 

Question,  Portions  or  the  press  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  the^  not  the  right  to  speak  in  any  wav  they  deem  proper,  of  anybody 
that  they  choose,  subject  to  their  liabilify  to  suits  for  libel  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  so. 

Question.  Why  do  you  speak,  then,  of  what  the  newspapers  have  done  as  being  in 
violation  of  law  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  speak  of  it  as  being  in  violation  of  law ;  I  merely  stated  their 
course. 

*   21  H 
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Q^ueMian.  Tou  do  not  pretend  to  intimate  that  gentlemen  of  the  press  have  not  the 
right,  subject  to  their  responsibilities,  to  comment  on  anybody,  whether  he  is  in  official 
position  or  not  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is  very  decent  or  productive  of  good  for  men  to  charge  that 
a  decision  which  does  not  meet  their  views  was  made  solely  for  corrupt  partisan  pur- 
poses, and  that,  too,  in  the  utter  absence  of  all  proo£ 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  the  old  sedition  law  ought  to  be  revived  in  Miasisaippi  f 

Anmoer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  would  oppose  that  ? 

Ansioer.  1  would  oppose  it. 

Question,  You  think  no  man  is  too  high  to  be  above  comment  ? 

Answer.  The  press  has '  the  right  to  criticise  the  action  of  all  public  officers ;  but 
when  an  ignorant  political  demagogue  happens  to  have  control  of  a  pen  or  a  press,  and 
without  knowing  anything  about  law,  or  about  the  facta  of  the  case  in  Question,  under- 
takes to  throw  contempt  upon  a  court  because  it  has  made  a  certain  aecision,  and  to 
insinuate  that  the  decision  was  corrupt,  accompanying  the  charge  with  no  proof  what- 
ever, I  think  such  things  may  sometimes  be  productive  of  mischief  among  the  people ; 
the  tendency  might  be  uad.  That  is  done  sometimes.  I  do  not  mean  to  oharacterize 
any  particular  person  as  a  demagogue,  but  there  are  sometimes  political  demagogues 

Qtiestion.  They  are  not  confined  to  any  one  party  either  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  all  the  machinery  of  your  State  is  in  r^ubhcan 
hands? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  not  the  fact.  The  juries  are  some  of  them  repuWcan,  some  of 
them  partly  republican,  and  some  of  them  democratic ;  but  they  are  always  solacted 
without  reference  to  politics. 

Question,  Your  judges  are  all  republicans? 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Tuey  are  all  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Your  sheriffs  are  all  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Anstoer.  Yes, sir;  temporarily.  . 

Question,  Your  county  clerks  are  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  all  the  officers  of  the  State  have  been  appointed  by  the  governor, 
except  superintendents  and  directors  of  schools  in  the  counties. 

Question.  The  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  have  the  selection  of  the  jnriea  ? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  can  select  black  or  white  juries  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  have  to  select  them  under  the  law  by  drawing  the  names  from 
a  box  containing  the  names  of  all  liable  to  jury  duty. 

Question.  They  put  no  names  in  the  box  except  those  they  consider  discreet,  sober 
men? 

Answer,  O,  yes ;  they  put  in  the  name  of  every  citizen  within  certain  ages,  and  not 
exempt ;  and  from  the  names  put  in  the  box  the  jury  is  drawn. 

Question,  Does  the.  law  require  that  the  name  of  every  man  in  the  county  shall  b« 
put  in  the  box  T 

Answer.  Every  man  who  is  a  voter,  without  regard  to  his  education  or  his  ownership 
of  property, 

Question.  Is  that  according  to  the  new  constitution  of  Mississippi? 

Answer,  It  is  the  new  law. 

Question,  Passed  by  a  republican  legislature  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  a  republican  legislature.  | 

Question,  With  all  this  machinery  in  the  hands  of  Governor  Alcorn  and  his  MdKbs 
why  cannot  offenders  bo  punished  in  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  say  they  cannot :  I  think  it  probable  they  can ;  but  I  think  that  ihrn 
object  is  more  likely  to  be  accomplished  through  the  agency  of  the  Federal  courts ;  X 
think  there  would  probably  be  less  trickery  in  the  Unitea  States  courts  to  prevent  pre   ' 
cntions,  and  that  such  influences  would  be  more  likely  to  succeed  in  the  State  courts, 
pecially  in  the  same  region  of  country  where  the  crime  was  committed,  than  in  tilie  F< 
eral  courts.  There  are  only  two  district  courts  in  the  State,  and  each  of  them  has 
half  the  State  within  its  iurisdiction.    In  the  Federal  courts,  juries,  grand  and  petit, 
obtained  from  the  whole  district ;  and  these  courts,  representing  the  Federal  GoveroBiCTii 
have  a  sort  of  authority  which  the  State  court,  representing  the  local  government,  has  not; 
The  State  courts  are  held  for  each  county ;  and  the  juries  must  bo  selected  from  tint 
county.    It  is  only  in  the  interior  counties,  where  the  worst  state  of  feeling  pieTSiUi 
that  these  Ku-Klux  exist,  or  that  their  outrages  are  perpetrated ;  and,  therefore,  it  it 
more  difficult  to  organize  effective  machinery  for  trying  and  convicting  Uie  offender  '^ 
a  State  court  than  m  a  Federal  court. 

Question,  The  witnesses,  of  course,  are  the  same  persons,  no  matter  what  the 
may  be  ? 
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Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  bnt  in  two  cases  where  men  told  mo  they  had  been  afsaulted  and 
abased  by  these  secret  maranders,  the  witnesses  were  willing  to  ^o  to  Oxiord  or  Jack- 
eon  to  testify  in  the  United  States  court,  but  were  afraid  to  testify  in  the  locality  where 
the  outrage  had  occurred. 

Question.  Yon  do  not  consider  it  any  hardship  for  men  to  be  taken  from  the  county  of 
their  residence  to  a  county  perhaps  one  hundred  and  fifty  miles  distant,  on  the  mere 
i»ay<so  of  anybody  who  declares  himself  to  have  been  iqiored  ff 

Jn9icer.  I  do  consider  it  a  hardship,  but  sometimes  that  hardship  is  brought  upon 
men  by  their  own  misconduct. 

Question*  And  sometimes  the  clamor  asainst  them  is  fjEklse? 

An8i€€r,  Sometimes,  ot  coarse,  it  may  be. 

QuesHon,  I  suppose  negroes  can  tell  lies  as  well  as  white  men  f 

Answer,  Yee,  sir,  a  negro  will  lie  sometimes. 

Question,  Eren  repubucan  negroes  will  lie  sometimes  t 

Answer,  Sometimes. 

Question,  But  you  are  in  the  habit  of  believing  all  they  tell,  anyhow  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  am  not ;  I  always  give  to  their  statements  the  same  consideration 
that  I  do  to  anybody  else's  statement :  taking  it  for  what  it  seems  to  be  worth. 

QuesHon,  Is  it  not  pretty  generally  the  l^bit  of  all  your  republican  friends  to  think 
that  if  any  Ku-Klux  are  about,  white  men  will  swear  to  lies  for  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  do  not  generally  assume  that  T 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  1  am  glad  yon  do  not. 

Answer.  I  believe  that  the  Ku-Klux  themselves — ^the  men  who  put  on  these  hoods  and 
masks  and  go  in  armed  gan^ — are  some  of  them  truthful  men  who  would  not  swear 
to  Ues ;  but  there  are  some,  Ihave  no  doubt,  who  would.  I  believe  that  very  frequently 
young  men — boys  and  youth — are  deluded  into  this  thing  by  Its  novelty  and  mystery 
and  secrecy ;  there  is  a  sort  of  a  charm  in  this  respect  to  youn^  men,  and  they  go  into 
it  frequently  without  realizing  the  extent  of  their  wrou^-domg.  I  believe  that  for 
their  doing  so,  not  republicans,  but  the  opponents  of  7epubucans,aj:e  generally  respons- 
ible in  Mississippi. 

Question,  Do  you  not  find  it  to  be  the  fact  that  almost  always,  if  not  invariably,  when 
men  claim  that  they  have  been  maltreated,  they  deny  that  they  have  themselves  been 
guilty  of  any  wrong  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  human  nature.  If  a  Ku-Kluxed  man  or  anybody  else  has  a 
complaint  to  make,  it  is  very  natural  for  him  to  extenuate  his  own  side  of  the  case. 

Question.  Do  they  not  generally  tell  the  tale  that  they  think  will  most  enlist  the 
Bym}>athie8  of  the  man  to  whom  they  are  telling  it,  and  excite  his  action  in  theix 
behalf? 

Anstver.  I  have  no  doubt  it  is  so.  I  have  not  had  enough  experience  in  listening  to 
the  narrations  of  this  class  of  men  to  have  made  up  my  mind  as  to  any  general  ruleft 
peculiarly  applicable  to  them. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  it  very  natural  and  probable  that  if  they  thought  they 
were  talking  to  leading  republicans  and  wanted  vengeance  on  anybONuy,  they  would 
say  that  it  was  on  account  of  their  loyalty  or  their  politics  that  they  had  been  mal- 
treated? 

Answer,  That  might  be. 

Question,  Would  they  not  be  very  apt  to  do  it  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  suppose  they  would  be  more  apt  to  do  it  than  men  generally  are 
when  reporting  their  grievances  .  Men  generally  try  to  forget  that  they  have  don* 
anything  v/rong,  or  suppress  the  fact  when  they  undertake  to  make  complaints  about 
mistreatment. 

Question.  You  have  stated,  I  believe,  that  in  your  opinion  the  white  men  of  Missis- 
sippi, particularly  those  who  are  now  democrats,  have  had  no  good  reason  to  complain 
of  the  reconstruction  measures  ? 

An»wet*.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  anything  of  the  kind. 

Question,  I  am  glad  of  it. 

Anstcer,  I  said  expressly  that  they  have  reason  to  complain.  They  have  reason  to 
complain  of  disfranchisement;  they  have  reason  to  complain  of  various  incidents  per- 
taining to  the  plan  of  reconstruction.  It  was  necessarily  a  hardship,  becajise  it  had  to 
fall  on  the  whole  State,  the  evil  and  the  good  together.  Some  of  the  class  you  refer 
to — the  democrats—are,  however,  in  my  judgment,  responsible  for  the  thing  having  to 
be  done. 

Qttestion,  Do  you  think  that  any  respectable  number  of  democrats  in  Mississippi  be- 
lieve that  the  Teconstmction  measures  of  Congress  were  adopted  in  good  faith,  for  the 
purpose  merely  of  punishing  the  leaders  of  the  rebellion  and  bringing  the  State  back  as 
a  loyal  State  under  loyal  government  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  presume  there  are  a  great  many  of  them  who  believe  that,  and  a 
great  many  who  do  not. 


324       CONDITION   OP  APFAmS  IN  THE  SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  general  opinion  of  yonr  people  that  the  system  of  leeonstno- 
tion  by  Congress  was  brought  at>out  regardless  of  the  welfare  of  the  States  o^  the 
South ;  that  your  white  men  were  disfranchised  and  yon  negroes  enfranchised  for  tiie 
very  purpose  of  sending  down  there  a  class  of  men  who  might  afterward  come  hack  to 
Congress  and  vote  as  tneir  masters  in  Congress  might  dictate  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  that  is  not  the  o|)inion  of  the  people  o£  Mississippi,  as  a  people.  It 
is  the  opinion  expressed  and  entertained  by  some;  but  a  majority  or  the  people  of  the 
State  think  otherwise. 

Question,  A  majority  of  the  white  men  of  the  State  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  a  minority  of  the  white  men. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  the  negroes  know  anything  about  it  beyond  what  yon  said, 
that  they  like  to  Tote  the  repubhcan  ticket  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  do  not. 

QuesHon,  I  am  speaking  of  the  intelligent  jiortion  of  the  people — ^the  white  people, 
who  read  and  write. 

Answer.  The  intelligent  portion  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  are  divided  in  ibax 
opinion  on  that  subject,  I  bielieve. 

Question.  Is  it  not  natural  for  those  who  beliere  the  reconstruction  poli^  was 
adopted  as  a  matter  of  mere  yengeance  to  think  quite  hardly  of  those  political  leaden 
who  took  Yenj;eance  in  that  way  T 

Answer,  It  is  very  natural  for  those  who  so  believe ;  but  I  think,  if  the  truth  were 
known,  there  are  not  so  many  who  believe  that  way  as  you  suppose.  Hie  people  of 
Mississippi  are  pretty  intelligent  and  well-informed.  They  know  that  in  the  lav  of 
the  United  States  passed,  I  ^lieve,  in  1790,  and  improved  by  President  WashiDgtwi, 
the  first  Con^iress  after  the  adoption  of  the  Constitution  enacted  that  any  person  who 
should  be  guilty  of  treason  should  suffer  death;  and  I  think  that  the  intoiligent  p<v- 
tioo^^f  the  people  of  Mississippi  think  that  in  making  the  war  against  the  Govem- 
ment,  whether  their  motive  was  good  or  bad,  they  did  in  fact  do  that  which  ammuited 
to  treason ;  that  is  to  say,  they  levied  war  against  the  United  States ;  and  if  they  know 
the  facts,  as  I  think  they  do,  thejr  believe  that  in  consequence  of  their  treason  the  Gov- 
ernment of  the  United  States  might  have  done  fat  worse  by  them  and  with  them  than 
even  gi vins  the  negroes  suffrage,  or  t^dng  that  light  away  from  the  leaders  of  the  re- 
bellion. The  Government  might  have  put  them  on  their  trial,  convicted  themi  and 
punished  them  with  deatii  for  treason. 

Question,  Did  not  the  Gk>vemment  have  a  chance  to  do  that  with  Mr.  Davis  t 

Ansufer.  Tes,  sir;  but  it  forbore.  Let  me  say  that  I  was  not  a  loyal  man  duxinc  the 
war;  I  do  not  profess  to  have  been;  my  sympathies  were  all  with  my  peopld:  I 
doubted  the  wisdom  or  necessity  of  secession,  but  was  devoted  to  my  people;  and  in 
speaking  now  of  the  people  of  Mississippi  I  speak  of  myself  as  weU  as  others.  As  to  the 
case  of  Mr.  Davis,  I  think  he  was  treated  with  comparative  kindness.  I  do  not  know 
of  any  case  in  history,  especiallv  in  English  history,  where  after  such  a  rehdOUon  bo 
man  suffered  death  as  a  penalty  for  treason. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  it  would  have  been  an  act  of  greater  mercy  to  have  hmg 
fifteen  or  twenfy  of  the  leaders  and  let  all  the  rest  go,  than  to  have  persecuted  and  pon- 
dered the  whole  southern  people  for  five  years  ? 

Anewer.  No,  sir.  I  did  not  want  anybody  hanged  or  persecuted  or  plundered.  I 
wanted  the  people  of  the  South  to  have  as  easy  a  passage  oack  to  the  condition  which 
they  had  voluntarily  abandoned  as  they  could;  I  wanted  the  Government  of  the 
United  States  to  dead  as  gently  with  us  as  it  would;  but  whatever  it  was  di^osed  to 
do  I  was  disposed  to  accept,  whether  I  thought  it  right  or  wrouff. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  have  any  consultatmn  with  Governor  ^com  about  the  omnw 
which  he  took  in  supporting  the  reconstruction  measures  of  Congress? 

Answer.  I  went  for  those  measures  a  long  time  before  he  did,  and  I  did  not  have  a 
word  of  conversation  with  him  upon  the  subject. 

Question,  He  tried  being  a  democrat  a  while  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  never  was  a  democrat  in  his  life ;  he  was  one  of  the  hittenat . 
enemies  that  the  democracy,  as  a  party^  ever  had. 

Question,  Was  he  against  reconstruction  T 

Answer.  Well,  he  md  not  at  the  start  believe  in  the  wisdom  of  reconstruotiaii.  Ha 
wanted  that  cup  to  ^ass  ih>m  us.  And  so  did  I  until  the  measure  was  adopted  by  Csb- 
gross.  Then  I  considered  that  my  duty  under  my  oath  of  allegianoe,  as  a  law-abiiipK 
man,  and  my  duty  to  my  people,  was  to  bring  about  peace  as  earl^  as  possible  tad  to 
take  the  thing  as  it  stood.  I  felt  like  Daniel  Defoe's  game-cock  in  the  £E^le.  Whfli 
he  was  among  the  horses  in  the  stable  and  there  was  no  way  for  him  to  get  ouL  ha 
looked  up  and  said  to  the  hors^  "  Gentlemen,  let  us  not  step  on  each  otheA  tomr  I 
felt  that  way  in  regard  to  the  Government  or  the  United  States.  I  wanted  tiie  Stiii^ 
pf  Blississippi,  and  the  South  generally,  to  accept  whatever  terms  the  GoYiirn—i< 
might  propose.  If  liberal,  well  and  good ;  if  illiberal,  the  odium  would  not  be  oa»  I 
knew  that  we  had  to  accept  those  terms,  whether  we  liked  them  or  not ;  and  I  tho^^  1 
^e  had  better  do  it  as  cheerfully  as  possible.    I  thought  that  if  we  had  aoecptviW 
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foniteeiith  amendment  in  the  first  place,  it  would  have  been^tter  for  ns ;  and  if  the 
people  <^  the  State  and  the  legislature  in  1865, 1866,  and  1867  had  been  generous  and 
wise  in  their  treatment  of  the  negro,  the  civil-rights  bill  and  various  o£er  measures 
which  were  exceedingly  objectionable  to  us  would  not  have  been  passed.  But  I  thought 
that  their  conduct  toward  the  negro  was  such  as  to  render  it  necessary  for  the  United 
States,  having  this  dephant  on  its  hands,  to  see  that  it  should  not  die  of  starvation  or 
perish  firom  persecution.    That  was  my  theory. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  21|  1871. 
COBNELIUS  McBBIDE  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

QwMikm,  Where  do  you  live  T 

Anawer,  I  live  in  Chickasaw  County,  MissiasippL 

Qwegtion,  How  long  have  you  Uved  were  t 

Antvoer.  Nearly  one  year. 

QueBtian,  From  where  did  you  go  when  you  went  there  T 

Antwer,  From  Oktibbeha  County,  an  adjoining  county. 
QumtUm,  How  long  had  you  be^  in  that  county  ? 

Answer.  Nearly  one  year. 

QuegHan,  Where  did  you  reside  before  that  t 

Annoer.  In  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

QueBHom,  Are  you  a  native  of  Ohiot 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qiteatum.  Where  were  you  bom  f 

Anmoer.  I  was  bom  in  Belfost,  in  the  north  of  Ireland. 

QueeUon.  For  what  purpose  did  you  go  to  Mississippi  t 

Anewer.  To  teach  school. 

QuetHon.  Did  ^ou  teach  school  in  Oktibbeha  County  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ton  taught  there  for  about  a  year  f 

Answer.  Tes.  sir. 

Question.  Wnat  sort  of  a  school  t 

Answer.  A  colored  schooL 

Question.  By  whom  were  you  employed  T 

Answer.  It  was  a  private  school ;  I  was  employed  by  the  patrons  of  the  scbooL    I 
taught  a  public  school  in  Chickasaw  County. 

Question.  In  this  last  county,  where  you  have  been  for  about  a  year,  you  taught  a 
public  school  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Q^es^on.  Was  that  a  colored  school  t 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

Question.  Wnile  you  were  in  Oktibbeha  County  teaching  a  private  school,  did  you 
have  any  difficulty  there ;  were  you  disturbed  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  never  had  any  difficulty  there.    The  portion  of  the  county  I  lived 
in  was  remarkably  quiet. 

Question.  Since  you  have  been  living  in  Chickasaw  County,  have  you  had  any  diffi- 
culty there? 

Answer.  Tes^  sir ;  I  had  a  difficulty  in  Chickasaw  Countv. 

Question.  Will  you  go  on  and  state  how  things  went  on  m  that  county  firom  the  time 
you  went  there,  and  how  you  were  first  disturbed  t 

Answer.  I  went  there  about  eleven  months  &gOy  and,  with  l^e  consent  of  ^  the  ^hite 
people  in  the  neighborhood  where  my  school  was  located,  I  opened  a  colored  school.    I 
on  very  well  with  the  people  there  for  six  or  seven  months,  and  was  very  weU  treated 
my  neighbors.    I  was  selected  by  the  white  people  in  the  ueighbornood  to  take 
kiKe  of  their  Sunday  school.    During  the  week  I  taught  a  colored  school,  and  on 
Sunc&ys  I  had  charge  of  a  school  for  the  white  people  in  Cherokee  church. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  place  where  you  lived  in  Chickasaw  County  f 

Answer.  S^rta. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  town  that  you  kept  the  school  T 

AnswoK*  In  the  country,  three  miles  south  of  the  little  town. 

QuesUon.  This  church  where  you  took  charge  of  the  Sunday  school,  was  that  in  the 
town? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  down  where  I  lived. 

Question.  Go  right  on  and  tell  your  story  now — any  difficulty  that  you  had ;  how  it 
began,  and  all  the  particulars  about  it. 

Answer.  The  last  week  in  March  there  was  a  raid  made  over  several  counties  there. 
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I  had  several  warnings,  in  the  shape  of  several  school-houses  being  bumefl  there ;  bnt 
inasmuch  as  I  was  on  good  terms  with  the  people  in  the  neif^hborhood  where  I  was 
teaching,  I  did  not  apprehend  any  difficulty.  There  waa  a  school-house  burned  doxni 
not  far  off  from  where  I  lived ;  Mr.  Burt  Moore  was  teaching  tho  school  there,  and  they 
threatened  his  life  if  ho  did  not  stop  teaching.  At  Houston  several  teaehers  of  colored 
schools  were  attacked ;  one  of  them  told  me  that  they  ordered  him  to  leave  in  three 
,  days  or  they  would  iake  his  life.  His  wife  was  about  to  be  confined,  bnt  he  had  to 
leave.  But  I  did  not  fear  any  difficulty  for  myself,  inasmuch  as  I  had  opened  the 
school  there  with  the  consent  of  tho  white  people  in  the  neighborhood.  During  tbo 
last  week  in  March  some  of  my  scholars  told  me  they  had  heard  that  the  Ku-Klnx 
were  out  after  me,  but  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to  it.  I  boarded  with  Mr.  Thomas 
Johnson,  an  old  gentleman ;  he  was  then  in  Alabama,  and  I  was  alone  in  the  big  house, 
and  I  bad  no  arms  in  the  house.  There  were  some  colored  people  liyiujg  in  cabins  in 
the  yard ,  but  there  was  no  one  with  me  in  Mr.  Johnson's  house.  Between  12  and  1  o^clock 
on  Thursday  nieht,  in  the  last  week  of  March,  a  body  of  men  came  to  the  house,  bnrsi 
in  the  doors  and  windows,  and  presented  their  rifles  at  me.  I  asked  them,  '*  What  are 
you  all  coming  here  this  timo  of  night  for,  making  this  row  1"  Th^  leader  of  the  party 
said,  *'  You  G^  damned  Yankee,  come  out  here."  Well,  I  realized  my  position  at  once ; 
I  knew  it  was  a  matter  of  life  and  death ;  I  did  not  believe  those  men  came  there 
merelv  to  whip  me  and  then  leave  me,  as  they  did  colored  men ;  I  thought  they  meant 
to  kill  me,  and  I  made  up  my  mind  to  make  an  effort  to  escape.  There  were  two  men 
standing  at  the  window  with  their  rifles  presented  at  me ;  I  leaped  out  of  tbe  window, 
right  between  those  two  men. 

QueatUm.  Were  you  in  bed  when  they  came  there  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  bed  when  they  came ;  I  jumped  out  of  the  window  and 
ran  to  the  house  of  a  colored  man  in  the  yard,  where  there  was  a  double-barreled  gun. 
I  was  deternuned  to  get  that  if  I  could  and  defend  myself.  I  had  no  time  to  wait  for 
the  colored  woman  to  open  the  door,  but  I  iust  burst  right  in.  While  I  was  running 
down  the  yard  they  fired  at  me  a  number  oi  times,  crying  out,  "  God  damn  you,  stop, 
or  we. will  blow  your  God  damned  brains  out." 

QueBHon,  Did  any  but  the  two  men  fire  who  were  at  the  window  where  you  Jumped 
outt 

Answer,  I  do  not  know;  I  expect  that  the  whole  party  fired,  from  the  reports;  I  do 
not  know. 

By  Mr.  Becc  : 

Question.  Were  you  hit! 
Ansvjer,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question.  Go  on  with  your  story. 

Atiswer,  While  I  was  m  the  cabin  tiding  to  find  the  gtm,  these  men  came  in  before  I 
could  find  it.  There  were  two  rooms  in  the  house  of  the  colored  man,  and  I  went  into 
one  of  them  and  tried  to  hide.  They  came  in  and  securched  for  me  and  got  me.  The 
colored  people  prayed  to  them,  "  O,  don^thurt  Mr.  Mac ;  for  God's  sake,  let  him  alone."' 
TJiiey  said,  "  Don't  make  that  noise ;  keep  quiet ;  we  will  not  hurt  you ;  hold  your 
tongues."  They  took  me  out  of  the  house  and  across  the  yard ;  I  asked  them  in  what 
way  I  had  ii^ured  them  to  justify  that  attack  on  me.  They  cursed  mo,  told  ne  to 
stop  talkinc,  struck  me  in  tho  side  with  their  bowie-knives  that  bad  tdieir  seabbards 
oa,  and  with  the  but-ends  of  their  pistols.  They  took  me  scarcely  a  quarter  of »  m'de 
from  the  house,  to  a  field  near  the  road,  and  told  ime  to  take  off  my  snirt,  wMefa  I  re- 
fused to  do.  Then  one  fellow  struck  me  on  the  head  with  a  pistol,  cut  my  head, 
and  knocked  me  down,  and  then  pulled  off  my  shirt. 

Question,  You  had  nothing  on  but  your  shirt  then  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  Two  of  them  then  held  me  down,  and  one  of  them  took  a  handle  of 
black-gum  switches.    I  did  not  know  wbat  they  were  then,  but  one  of  the  colored 

Seople  told  me  the  next  day  that  they  had  pickea  up  some  thirty,  and  that  they  were 
lack-gum. 

Question,  Black-gum  switches  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  peculiar  kind  of  stick,  which  stings  and  raises  the  flesh  -when  it 
hits.  One  of  them  took  the  bundle  of  switches  and  commenced  to  whip  me.  They 
said  they  were  going  to  give  me  a  hundred  each'.  I  do  not  know  how  many  men  there 
were ;  I  counted  only  five  around  me,  but  I  believe  there  were  more  than  a  doiea 
there.  They  agreed  to  give  me  a  hundred  lashes  each.  One  man  gave  me  a  hnndxed, 
and  then  handSd  the  bundle  of  switches  to  another,  who  gave  me  about  seventy-five. 
He  said  he  had  given  me  seventy-five  when  I  escaped  from  them.  I  asked  them  whik 
they  were  whipping  me  what  I  had  done  to  merit  that  treatment.  They  siUd  I  wanted 
to  make  these  niggers  equal  with  the  white  men ;  that  this  was  a  white  man^  conntn  • 
They  said,  "  God  damn  you  I  Don't  j^ou  know  this  is  a  white  man's  country  f  "  I  aai^ 
"  The  white  people  in  the  neighborhood  are  satisfied  with  my  conduct  and  the  mnaner  I 
have  been  conducting  the  school  here.  They  have  shown  it  by  selecting  me  to  t^^  <^utp 
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of  their  Sunday  school.''  They  said,  "  Tes,  God  damn  yon,  that  is  the  worst  featnre  in 
it,  having  a  nigger  teacher  to  teach  the  white  school  on  Sunday- ! "  I  was  fighting 
them  all  the  time  as  well  as  I  could — kicking  at  them  and  doing  what  I  could — for  the 
torture  was  horrible.  I  thought  they  would  kill  me  any  way  when  they  got  through 
whipping  me,  and  I  begged  them  to  shoot  me.  One  of  them  came  up  to  mo  with  his 
pistol  and  asked  mo  if  T  wanted  to  be  shot.  I  said,  *'  Yes ;  I  can't  stand  this."  The 
leader  of  the  party  said,  ^*  Shooting  is  too  good  for  this  fellow.  We  will  hang  him 
when  we  get  through  whipping  him."  I  saw  a  rope  hanging  from  a  limb  of  a  tree  by 
the  side  of  the  road.  There  was  only  one  man  standing  between  me  and  the  fence  of 
the  plantation.  I  observed  that,  ahd  I  tried  to  gain  nis  attention,  for  I  was  deter- 
Diined  to  make  an  effort  to  escape.  They  threatened  to  hang  me,  or  to  tie  me.  I 
hardly  know  what  they  said.  I  tnought  they  were  going  to  hang  me.  I  got  the  at- 
tention of  this  man  for  a  moment.  He  was  standing  between  me  and  the  fence,  and 
had  two  pistols.  I  asked  him  whether  they  would  Jet  me  off  if  I  would  promise  to 
leave  in  tne  morning.  All  this  time  they  were  whipping  me,  but  I  managed  to  partly 
raise  myself.  I  was  balf  way  up,  on  my  hand  and  Knee ;  I  made  a  spring  and  made 
for  this  man,  and  struck  at  him  as  hard  as  I  could.  I  do  not  know  what  part  of  his 
body  I  struck.  I  know  he  disappeared ;  I  do  not  know  where  he  went  The  way 
was  then  clear  to  the  fence,  and  I  leaped  the  fence.  As  I  did  so  they  swore  terribly 
and  fired  at  me,  and  the  shots  went  Just  over  my  head,  scattering  the  leaves  all  around 
me.  As  I  went  across  the  field  they  kept  firing  at  me  and  followed  me  a  short  dis- 
tance. By  that  time  the  neighborhood  was  alarmed,  hearing  mv  screams  and  the 
shooting.  I  went  back  to  the  nonse  to  get  the  gun  I  was  after  in  tne  first  place ;  but 
the  colored  people  had  hidden  it,  thinking  that  ii  I  P^t  it  and  shot  at  them  tney  would 
kill  me,  but  that  without  it  they  would  let  me  off  with  a  whipping.  I  w«nt  to  the 
house  of  a  neighbor  there,  Mr.  Walser,  and  remained  there  during  the  rest  of  the 
nijght.  Mr.  Walser  of  course  sympathized  with  me ;  he  was  my  near  neighbor  and  my 
fnend.  He  said,  **  My  God  I  Has  it  come  to  this  now,  that  no  man  is  safe,  when  you 
are  attacked  f  "  It  was  a  very  cold  night,  that  night  was— piercing  cold.  Before  I 
went  to  Mr.  Walser's  house  I  had  stay^  in  the  w<K»ds  for  probably  a  half  an  hour. 
The  blood  was  running  down  my  back,  and  my  suffering  was  fearful.  Mr.  Walser 
was  afraid  if  I  stayed  at  his  honso  they  might  come  there ;  but  I  remained  there  that 
night.  The  next  day  I  taught  my  school  as  usual.  They  had  threatened  me  while 
they  were  whipping  me  that  if  I  held  the  examination  I  bad  advertised— they  spoke 
something  about  the  examination,  and  said  they  were  preparing  me  for  examination 
in  another  way.  Some  colored  people  brought  me  word  that  if  I  held  that  examina- 
tion the  Ku-Elux  woiUd  come  again  and  kill  me  that  time  sure ;  but  I  held  my  exam- 
ination the  following  Monday  notwithstanding  the  threats.  I  went  there  with  a  gun 
over  my  shoulder,  and  several  people  came  there  and  brought  their  guns,  and  I  held 
the  examination.  That  ni^ht  several  white  men  and  some  colored  men  and  myself 
laid  out  in  the  woods  expectmg  that  the  Ku-Klux  would  come. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  anything  more  of  those  men  after  yon  got  away  from  them,  as 
you  have  stated) 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  any  more  of  them  in  the  shape  of  En-Klux. 
.  QlHfistum,  I  mean  that  night. 

Jsm?er,  No,  sir. 

QuesMen,  About  how  many  men  do  you  think  there  were  in  the  party  that  came  to 
yoar  hooset 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  were  a  dozen,  quite ;  I  have  reason  to  believe  there 
were  more  with  the  horses.  The  next  day  I  instituted  search,  and  found  tracks  of 
horses  enough  to  indicate  that  there  were  more  than  that  number  of  horses.  But  I  did 
not  count  a  dozen  men  around  me. 

Question.  Did  yon  see  their  horses  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  found  the  place  the  next  day  where  they  had  hitched  their 
horses. 

Question.  Where  was  that  f 

Answer.  Around  the  edge  of  a  little  piece  of  woods  by  the  side  of  the  plantation. 

Question.  How  near  to  uie  house  where  yqn  then  lived  is  the  nearest  house  of  a  white 
manf 

Answer.  A  quarter  of  a  milQ. 

Question.  You  were  entirely  alone  in  that  house  when  they  came  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  some  colored  people  living  in  cabins  near  the  house  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  yard. 

Question.  How  were  those  men  disguised  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  fsbct  is,  I  was  so  excited  I  could  not  take  particular  notice  of 
their  disguise.'  Their  faces  were  blacked,  and  some  of  them  had  cloth  hanging  around 
the  sides  of  their  .faces;  they  had  on  red  pants,  I  believe,  with  a  large  belt  around  the 
waist,  with  bowie-knives  and  pistols. 

Question.  Did  they  have  on  anything  like  a  gown,  or  a  robf ,  or  did  they  hare  on  only 
ordmary  clothing  f 
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Answer,  I  think  it  was  ordiuaiy  clothing.  I  know  the  dress  I  hare  seen  desc^bed  as 
the  Eu-Klux  robe— a  wide,  flowing  robe ;  i  know  they  did  not  hare  enoh  robes  on* 

Question,  Did  they  wear  an  ordinary  hat  f 

Answer,  T[iey  bad  some  kind  of  a  aniform  hat ;  their  belts  were  all  the  same ;  their 
bowie  knives  and  pistols  and  their  pants  were  all  the  same. 

Question,  Was  this  a  dark  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  was  a  mocmliffht  nig^. 

Question,  Were  their  fiEUses  so  blacKened  or  covered  that  yoaoooM  not  recognize  tiiemt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  conld  not  recognize  them.  Really,  the  men  who  I  bolieT«  at- 
tacked me  I  was  not  very  well  aeqnainted  with.  %  had  seen  them  onee  or  twioe,  mmI 
bad  heard  them  cnrse  me  for  teaching  a  cokwed  school,  bat  I  di4  not  know  them  welL 

Question,  Do  yon  suppose  they  were  men  living  in  vour  neighborhood  f 

Answer,  About  four  miles  firom  the^laee  where  I  lived.  There  were  not  any  of  my 
neighbors  within  three  miles  who  knew  me  personally  who  woold  have  taken  purt  in 
such  a  thing  as  that. 

Question,  Yon  had  been  there  teaching  school  for  about  seven  montiis  f  • 

Answer,  Yes^sir. 

Question,  And,  so  far  as  you  know,  your  teaching  that  school  was  approbated  by  all 
the  white  people  living  in  the  vicinity  f 

Answer,  Our  superintendent,  Mr.  A.  J.  Jamison,  theeonnty  superintendent,  has  many 
times  referred  to  me  in  company,  saying,  "  That  young  man  is  teaching  a  colored 
school,  and  everybody  respects  him  ;  he  stands  well.'' 

Question,  Had  you  had  any  diffiotilty  there  before  this  attack  was  made  on  yon  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  were  pursuing  this  business  of  teaching  school  quietly  and  peaceably  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  only  otjeotion  Uiese  men  made  to  yott  was  that  yon  were  teaohing 
a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  their  only  objection. 

Question,  In  that  way  trying  to  make  the  negroes  the  eq^uals  of  the  whites  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  is  your  age  f 

Answer,  I  am  about  twenty-foui^  years  of  age. 

Qumtion,  Had  you  had  anything  to  do  with  pontics  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  a  republican,  and  have  annonnoed  it  there ;  I  was  known  as 
such. 

QuesUon,  Had  you  taken  any  prominent  part  in  politics ;  been  active  therein  politioa 
in  any  way  f 

Aruwer,  No,  sir ;  except  to  recommend  to  the  colored  peonle  to  vote  with  the  repub- 
lican party ;  I  have  done  that.  I  have  never  hem  a  candidate  for  office,  or  soa^tt 
office,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question,  Did  t£ose  men  charge  you  with  doing  anything  except  teaching  a  eolooed 
school  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  nothing  else. 

Question,  They  did  not  charge  yon  with  having  given  any  bad  advice  to  the  neffxoea^ 
or  with  encouraging  them  to  do  anything  wrong  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Unless  it  was  wrone  to  educate  them  f 

Ansu)er.  No,  sir.  White  people  visited  my  school  again  and  again,  and  said  I  was 
doing  a  good  work  there.  There  was  no  charge  but  that  was  made  against  ma^l^ 
them  that  night. 

Question,  One  of  those  men,  yon  say,  gave  you  a  hundred  blows  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  another  gave  yon  seventy-five  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  all  tl^e  whipping  they  gave  you  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  whipping  was  on  your  bare  back  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  had  nothing  on  but  your  shirt  when  they  t<)ok  youf 

Answer,  That  was  aU. 

Question,  And  when  they  pulled  off  your  shirt  you  were  entirely  naked  f 

Ansu)er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  this  whipping  was  while  you  were  in  that  condition  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Yon  spoke  about  the  blood  running  down  your  back ;  you  were  whipped  so 
severely  as  to  draw  blood  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  was  all  cut  up  from  my  neck  down  below  my  hips ;  the  blood 
flowed  ireely. 

Q,uestion,  After  you  got  through  with  this  examination  that  you  have  spoken  of.  did 
you  then  go  away  from  there  f 
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ff 

Jtuwer,  On  the  Monday  night  after  the  examinatian,  Mr.  Charles  Warmnck,  a  white 
man,  inyited  me  to  go  to  his  honee^  saying  I  wonld  he  more  secure  there  than  at  Mr. 
Thomas  Johnson's  house ;  that  he  and  his  servants  would  protect  me  as  for  as  it  was 
in  their  power.  But  that  night  we^oonclnded  that  it  woidd  be  better  to  take  to  the 
woods  I  and  Mr.  Warmuck  and  his  colored  servants  and  myself  staid  in  the  woods, 
expecting  that  they  would  come  ftgfi^* 

OueaUon,  Where  had  you  staid  alter  you  bad  been  beaten  f 

AMwer.  With  Mr.  Wannack. 

QueUkm,  Had  this  man  returned  you  had  been  boarding  with  f 

Anmoer,  Ko,  sir ;  ho  did  not  return  until  after  I  left  Chiekasaw. 

QuMtian.  You  have  spoken  about  ill-treatment  that  other  persons  received  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qweatum.  Did  they  whip  others  besides  yourselft 

Amtver^  No  other  teaolier  in  our  county  was  whipped  |  several  were  shot  at,  and  one 
teaclier,  three  miles  £rom  Houston,  was  informed  that  he  must  leave. 

QueaiUnu  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  his  name ;  Mr.  Jamison,  our  superintendent,  can  furnish  his 
name. 

Question,  He  was  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  three  miles  northeast  of  Houston.  His  wile  was  pregnant  and  was 
soon  to  be  confined,  and  he  came  out  and  begffed  them  in  the  name  of  Qod  to  leave  his 
house,  telling  them  of  the  condition  of  his  wue. 

Question,  Abandof  men  visited  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  th^  disguised  f 

Answer.  I  understood  they  were  not. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  there  was  any  complaint  against  him,  except  that 
he  was  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  They  made  no  other  complaint ;  they  said  Hhey  were  not  going  to  allow  such 
a  thing  as  that  in  the  country. 

Question.  What  other  teacher  did  they  visit  f 

Answer*  Three  miles  from  where  I  live,  Bir.  Burt  Moore  lives.  He  is  a  southern  man ; 
he  was  a  great  secessionist  before  the  ww  and  during  the  war ;  but  since  the  war  he 
has  accepted  the  new  state  of  affairs.  Ho  is  an  old  man  and  a  poor  man.  and  he  m>ened 
a  oolorea  school  in  order  to  make  sometliinff  to  support,  himself  and  family.  He  has 
accepted  the  situation,  and  is  now  a  ropnbfican,  and  has  become  unpopular  through 
voting  the  republican  ticket.  They  put  a  notice  on  his  door  to  this  effect :  **  Mr.  Burt 
Moore :  We  do  not  want  to  hurt  vou,  but  you  must  stop  teaching  this  school.''  He 
continued  to  teach  the  school,  though.  The  colored  people  had  come  oat  of  their 
fields  and  erected  the  school-house  themselves ;  and  just  one  week  after  they  had. 
completed  it.  it  was  burn^  down.  Mr.  A.  J.  Jamison,  our  jcounty  superintendent,  had 
the  names  oi  four  men  who  said  thev  could  swear  to  such  £m^  as  would  convict  the 
men  who  had  burned  that  school-house.  Mr.  Jamison  had  the  subpoenas  issued 
for  those  witnesses,  so  he  told  me  himself.  One  of  the  witnesses  said, ''  I  dare  not 
come  and  ^ive  testimany  against  those  men,  for  my  life  would  be  taken  for  it."  Another 
said  his  wifb  was  sick,  and  the  other  two  got  out  of  the  way  altogether,  so  that  there 
was nothingdone  in  the  matter. 

Question,  When  was  that  house  burned  f 

Anstoer,  Some  time  in  February  last. 

Question.  Before  you  were  whipped? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  month  before. 

Question.  Was  that  Mr.  Moore's  school-house  that  was  bomed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  other  teachers  do  you  know  that  they  visited  f 

Answer,  I  met  one  teacher  in  Okalona,  who  had  been  forced  to  leave  his  school ;  I  do 
not  remember  his  name  just  now ;  I  have  it  in  my  note-book  at  home. 

Question.  Was  that  in  your  county  f 

Ansufer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  in  an  a^joinine  county  f 

Question,  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  scnool  t 

Ansu)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  there  any  objection  made  to  him,  except  that  he  was  teaching  a  colored 
school  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  There  is  no  objection  to  any  of  these  men,  except  that  they  were 
teaching  schools. 

QuesUon,  The  effort  was  to  break  up  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  the  people  object  to  them  on  the  ground  that  they  own  the  prop- 
erty, and  they  have  to  pay  to  keep  "  lazy  niggers  at  school" — I  use  their  own  expres- 
sion—and they  say  they  are  determined  not  to  do  it ;  that  they  have  to  pay  for  edu- 
catiog  people  that  they  do  not  believe  in  educating. 

Question.  What  other  school-houses  did  they  bum,  except  Moore's? 
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Ajtswer.  They  bnmed  two  others  in  our  county. 

Question.  Were  they  colored  school-houses  f 

Aimcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  those  bands  of  dis^ised  men,  about  in  your  county,  do  anything  else 
except  to  break  up  colored  schools  T 

Answer.  The  colored  people  are  in  a  general  state  of  terror ;  they  are  afraid  to  leave 
one  place  and  go  to  another ;  they  are  afraid  that  if  any  of  them  leaves  his  present 
employer,  and  goes  to  work  for  another  man,  these  men  will  visit  him.  I  have  seen 
negro  men  who  say  they  have  seen  sixty  and  seventy  of  these  men  riding^  about  at 
night,  thus  creatine  a  general  terror  among  the  colored  people,  so  that  the  colored 
people  would  be  amud  to  change  their  place  of  abode,  or  to  make  any  new  arrange- 
ments. 

Quesium,  Have  you  heard  of  any  instances  where  they  have  whipped  colored  people  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  a  number  of  instances  where  they  have  whipped 
them. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  of  the  names  of  the  persons  who  have  been  whipped  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  them  personally.  In  my  immediate  neighborhood,  for  three 
miles  around  where  I  lived,  the  white  people  were  Union  people,  and  did  not  counte- 
nance anything  of  that  kina. 

Question.  Bight  about  m  your  vicinity  that  was  not  done  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qluestion.  And  the  teaching  of  the  colored  school  by  yon  was  approved  of  by  the 
white  people  in  the  vicinity  of  your  school  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  was  approved  by  the  people.  In  fact  my  neighbors  came  to  me 
and  offered  money  and  all  that  to  pay  my  expenses  in  trying  to  put  this  thing  down, 
the  five  or  six  families  just  around  about  where  I  lived ;  it  is  not  a  large  community. 

Question,  Your  school  was  entirely  satisfactory  to  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon.  They  made  no  complaint  against  you  or  your  school t 

Answer.  No  complaint  whatever. 

Question.  They  were  in  favor  of  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  forgot  to  mention  one  other  case ;  three  miles  firom  where  I  Hved 
was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Echols.  Five  nights  before  they  attacked  me  he  was  taken 
out  and  whipped  very  badly. 

Question,  Is  he  a  white  man  or  a  colored  manf 

Answer.  He  is  a  white  man. 

Question,  Was  that  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  whip  him  for  f 

Answer.  It  seems  that  some  members  of  the  Elan  had  a  grudge  against  him.  They 
had  started  out  for  me  that  night,  but  some  of  them  said  it  mi^t  1^  dan^rous  to  go 
for  me  first ;  that  they  had  better  trv  a  man  who  did  not  stand  so  well  m  the  com- 
munity. Echols  did  not  stand  so  well  in  the  community  as  I  did,  and  they  went  for 
him  first. 

Question,  Is  he  a  bad  man  in  any  way  t 

Answer,  Only  a  poor  man ;  I  never  heard  anything  against  him  j  at  the  same  time 
he  drinks  a  little  whisky ;  that  is  about  all  the  charge  against  him.  They  took  him 
out,  and  struck  his  wife  several  blows  on  the  breast  with  pistols  to  make  her  go  back 
to  the  house,  as  she  was  following  them,  begging  for  mercy.  She  continued  to  fbllow 
them,  and  two  of  them  took  her  and  held  her  back,  while  the  remainder  beat  her  bus- 
band. 

Question.  Did  they  whip  him  severely  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  terribly. 

Question.  Was  he  a  republican  or  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  He  has  no  politics  at  all,  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Is  he  a  southern  man  or  a  northern  man  t 

Answer.  He  is  a  southern  man.  ' 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  grudge  any  of  them  had  against  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  did  not  know  anything  about  men  who 
went  about  drinking  and  quarreling.  I  kept  closely  at  home.  I  was  a  student,  and 
did  not  know  much  of  what  was  going  on  outside  of  my  own  neighborhood. 

Question,  You  gave  your  entire  attention  to  your  school  and  your  business  of  teach- 
ing f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  taught  the  colored  school  every  day  in  the  week,  and  on  Biniday 
I  tauffht  two  Sunday  schools ;  and  I  had  some  night  classes  for  some  young  men  irbo 
could  not  come  to  my  day  school,  so  that  my  time  was  fully  occupied. 

Q^e8iion,  What  denommation  was  the  church  where  you  took  charge  of  tbe  Snn^by 
school  t 

Answer,  It  was  a  Baptist  church. 

Question,  It  was  a  church  attended  by  white  people  T 


MISSISSIPPI.  331 

Anetcer,  Yes,  sir.  \ 

Question.  And  your  Stmday  sdiool  was  of  white  children  f 

Amiwr.  Yes,  sir ;  entirely. 

Question,  Is  there  any  objection  down  there  to  persons  who  are  republicans  f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir ;  there  is.  If  a  man  wants  to  tell  you  he  is  a  republican,  he  first 
takes  a  look  all  around  to  see  if  any  one  is  listening.  If  he  wants  to  tell  you  ne  was  a 
Union  man  all  the  time,  speaking  of  the  late  war,  he  first  looks  all  around  to  see  who 
may  bo  listening. 

Question,  What  is  the  difficulty  with  a  man  who  is  a  republican  t 

Anstoer,  The  people  there  say  the  republican  party  is  formed  of  two  classes  of  men : 
the  first  class  is  the  thieves  who  come  from  the  llorth  to  steal  the  people's  money  and 
to  slander  them ;  the  second  class  is  of  home  traitors,  whom  they  hate  worse  than  the 
northern  carpet-baggers.  They  say  they  might  put  up  with  the  men  who  come  from 
the  Korth  being  republicans,  but  those  at  home  wno  are  republicans  are  traitors  to  the 
South.  They  look  upon  a  republican  as  one  who  is  aiding  in  persecuting  the  pec^le, 
as  a  traitor  tq  the  South,  and  as  such  they  treat  him. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  prosecutions  a^inst  persons  there  for  whipping  peo- 
ple, burning  school-houses,  or  for  doing  any  of  the  acts  you  have  mentioned  T 

Ansurer.  I  made  affidavit  against  fourteen  men,t>n  the  evidence  of  a  great  many  wit- 
nesses, and  went  in  company  with  United  States  Marshal  Pierce  to  make  the  arrests. 
First  I  went  to  Houston,  our  county  town,  to  advise  with  the  authorities  there  as  to 
what  I  should  do. 

Question,  How  far  did  yon  live  from  there  f 

Answer,  I  lived  fourteen  miles  south.  I  went  there  and  advised  with  Mr.  Jamison 
and  several  gentlemen  (those  who  knew  me)  as  to  what  I  should  do. 

Question,  Mr.  Jamison  is  superintendent  of  schools  for  your  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  first  consented  to  sign  a  paper  to  have  the  military  brought 
there,  with  which  paper  I  was  to  proceed  to  Jackson.  They  then  reconsidered  the 
matter,  as  they  thought  that  would  reflect  upon  the  home  authorities,  and  changed  the 
programme,  and  said  they  would  have  warrants  issued  for  the  parties.  I  would  not 
consent  to  that,  for  I  knew  my  witnesses  would  be  killed  on  their  way  to  testify.  I 
went  to  Governor  Alcorn,  at  tfackson,  and  advised  with  him.  He  gave  me  a  letter  to 
Mr.  Wells^  our  United  Siates  district  attorney.  By  their  advice  I  swore  out  an  affi- 
davit against  fourteen  men,  and  proceeded  with  the  United  States  Marshal  Pierce,  and 
a  posse  of  military,  to  make  the  arrests.  I  was  working  in  both  cases,  Echols's  case 
and  nay  case.  Some  of  the  parties  were  engaged  in  both  cases.  I  was  not  acquainted 
with  Echols  previous  to  this  outrage.  When  we  went  there  I  fell  behind  the  military, 
when  they  were  going  through  the  country  to  make  the  arrests.  To  show  you  the 
state  of  feeling  there :  They  got  a  man  by  the  name  of  Nason,  one  of  the  board  of  super- 
visors, to  show  them  the  parties,  and  he  begged  the  military  to  say  that  they  forced 
him  to  go  and  show  them  the  men.  Nason  was  a  republican,  and  was  very  willing  to 
serve  them,  but  was  afraid  to  let  it  be  known  that  ho  assisted  the  authorities  volun- 
tarily. When  we  got  to  the  town  of  Sparta,  Dr.  Munson,  the  mayor,  was  asked  by  the 
military,  "  Was  not  that  Joe  Davis  f — one  of  the  men  I  came  to  arrest.  The  mayor 
sneered  at  them :  said  they  ought  to  have  photographs  of  them ;  that  he  supposed  they 
knew  all  about  the  men.  He  made  some  sarcastic  remarks,  and  would  give  no  infor- 
mation.   In  fact,  he  was  the  adviser  of  that  whole  party. 

Question,  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  is  not  anything.  He  is  not  a  democrat,  nor  a  republioaii.  He  is 
dissatisfied  with  all  parties.  I  do  not  know  what  sort  of  a  man  he  is.  I  believe  he 
would  ^  for  either  party  that  he  thought  he  could  make  the  most  out  of^ 

Qu>estu)n,  How  many  did  you  arrest  t 

Answer.  We  did  not  arrest  a  single  one :  they  took  to  the  woods. 

Question.  You  did  not  succeed  in  arresting  any  of  them  t 

Answer,  Not  one. 

Question.  ELeis  there  been  any  attempt,  except  this  effort  made  by  you,  to  arrest  and 
punish  anybody  for  any  of  these  crimes  you  have  spoken  oft 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  people  are  afraid  to  do  it ;  Iwas  the  only  one  that  attempted  it, 
and  I  risked  my  life  in  doing  it.  I  knew  that  I  was  playing  a  game  of  life  and  death 
in  doing  it ;  that  those  men  would  kill  me  if  they  could.  Before  I  went  with  the  mili- 
tary I  went  with  Marshal  Pierce  one  time,  but  we  had  to  return  without  making  any 
arrests.  I  went  to  Houston  and  told  Mr.  Jamison  what  I  had  done ;  that  I  had  made 
arrangements  to  have  the  military  come  there  and  make  the  arrests ;  that  Marshal  Pierce 
had  gone  to  Oktibbeha,  to  make  some  other  arrests,  but  was  coming  back.  While  I 
was  in  a  store  in  Houston  two  of  the  men  I  had  made  charges  against  came  into  the 
store,  one  in  a  door  at  one  end  of  the  store,  and  the  other  in  a  door  at  the  other  end. 
I  was  sitting  there  talking  with  Mr.  Jamison,  our  school  superintendent.  Those  men 
had  their  belts  and  pistols ;  but  that  is  nothing  unusual,  because  almost  everybody  in 
that  country,  twelve  years  old,  has  a  pistol. 
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By  Mr.  CoBUim : 

Question.  Bo  yoa  mean  black  and  white  f 
Anstoer,  No,  mr ;  I  only  speak  of  the  whites. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Ht.  Polakd  :) 

Question,  What  did  those  men  say  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  asked  me  if  I  had  sworn  certain  things;  if  I  had  identified  them.  I 
said,  "  No,  I  have  not,'^  because  I  could  not  identify  any  of  the  parties  who  weie  pores- 
ent.  They  said,  '^  We  had  heard  that  you  had,  and  it  is  a  good  thing  yoa  have  not, 
becanse  we  womd  have  had  a  difficulty  right  here,"  and  one  of  them  put  bis  hand  on 
his  pistol  as  he  said  so.  I  have  no  doubt  that  if  I  had  said  then  that  I  had  swona 
against  those  two  fellows  I  should  have  been  assassinated  tib^ere  in  open  daylight. 

Question.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  now  being  taught  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Very  few,  except  by  such  teachers  as  have  not  finished  their  first  term.  The 
teachers  who  have  taught  their  first  session  under  the  free-school  system  are  afraid 
to  open  school  again,  even  where  they  have  not  been  ill-treated.  EchoVs  wife^  sister, 
Miss  Windham,  had  a  conversation  in  Sparta  with  Joe  Bavis,  one  of  the  men  who 
whipped  her  brother-in-law.    She  told  him  she  would  swear  to  a  statement  befoce  the 


together  as  children,  had  played  together,  and  begged  her  to  have  mercy  on  him,  or 
something  of  that  kind.  «Joe  said,  '<  w  e  did  not  intend  to  go  after  your  brother-in-law 
at  all ;  we  were  goinff  for  that  man  McBride ;  but  whisky  and  an  old  grudge  led  us 
to  your  brother-in-law^s  house.''  Joe  told  her  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have  a  col- 
ored school  in  the  neighborhood.  She  told  me  about  a  fnend  of  mine.  Wc  were  study- 
ii^g  together  for  the  next  examination  j  I  used  to  go  to  his  house,  and  he  used  to  eeme 
to  mine.  They  mentioned  him,  and  said  they  meant  to  whip  him  next. 

QuesMon.  Were  you  studying  for  the  examination  in  your  school  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  for  an  examination  at  Houstou ;  we  were  gomg  to  apply  for  a 
higher  ffrade  of  certificates  as  teachers. 

Queewm,  You  were  studying  to  be  examined  yourself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    They  said  they  were  goiiu;  to  whip  Cairadine  next- 
Quotum.  Was  he  teaching  a  colored  school  f 

Anstoer,  No^  sir ;  he  was  Caching  a  white  school. 

Question.  Did  they  object  to  white  schools  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  they  said  they  were  going  to  whip  eveiy  teacher  of  a  free  school 
in  that  county.  The  reason  they  gave  for  whipping  Echols  first  was  that  they  ^d 
not  know  how  it  would  go  to  whip  white  men,  and  they  would  b^in  with  him  firat» 

AnMoer,  They  thought  they  would  commence  with  a  chesu>  one  7 

AvMoer,  Yes.  sir,  that  is  the  idea.  He  does  not  work  in  tne  community,  but  drinks, 
and  that  is  all  there  is  against  him.  His  wife^s  family  Is  respectable,  and  so  is  his 
family. 

QuesHon,  All  there  is  against  him  is  that  he  is  rather  a  shiftless  drinking  man  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Joe  Davis  said  they  commenced  on  hun  first  to  see  how  it  would 
take.    And  really  they  did  not  make  much  fuss  about  his  being  whipped. 

Question.  And  that  encouraged  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  no  doubt  in  the  world  they  would  have  carried  out  theor 
programme  and  whipped  Carradine,  only  I  managed  to  make  it  pretty  hot  fiur  them 
after  they  attacked  me. 

Question.  How  long  since  have  these  bands  of  dii^;uised  men  b^gun  to  appew  in 
that  county  f 

Anstoer.  I  suppose  this  thing  has  been  in  the  county  for  a  year  or  two ;  but  they  sm 
Just  now  beginning  to  organize  in  every  place.  The  underatuidlng  is  that  they  are 
getting  up  these  bands  to  work  for  the  next  election.  Joe  Davis  told  Miss  Windham 
tiiat  they  had  not  been  ridine  long ;  that  it  was  a  new  company. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  tnat  these  organizations  are  to  have  some  political  purpoas 
and  effect  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  of  course,  that  is  understood.  It  is  understood  that  nesio  men  who 
will  vote  the  republican  ticket  are  to  be  punished— sho^  hung,  or  whippeo. 

QuesHon.  It  is  intended  to  have  an  efiect  on  elections  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  intended  that  it  will  have  an  effect. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  feel  about  this ;  what  is  the  state  of  mind  dt 
the  colored  people  in  reference  to  it,  as  far  as  you  know  f 

Answer.  Tne  colored  people  talk  this  way  :  they  say,  "  The  Government  has  set  us 
free,  and  we  are  worse  slaves  to-day  than  in  old  slavery  times." 

Question.  Are  they  in  great  fear  and  terror  from  this  organization  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  are. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  they  would  be  aftaid  to  vote,  would  be  deterred 
voting  as  they  wanted  to,  if  there  was  to  be  an  election  now! 
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Answer,  There  is  no  snpposition  about  it,  I  know  it.    Many  of  them  have  told  me 
that  they  are  afraid  to  vote ;  that  they  wonld  not  vote  at  the  next  election. 
Question,  Is  that  county  a  democratic  county  or  a  republican  county  f 
Answer,  It  is  republican,  when  they  can  Tote. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  the  white  voters  or  the  colored  voters  have  a  major- 
ity there  f 
Answer,  The  colored  voters,  but  not  a  very  large  majority. 
QueeUon,  There  are  some  wiiite  republicans  there  f 
Anewer,  Tes,  sir ;  we  have  a  number  of  white  republicans. 
Question,  Have  you  any  idea  of  the  number  of  wnite  republicans  in  that  oonnty  f 
Anewer,  Not  a  great  number,  that  I  know.    There  are  manj^  republicans  that 
I  do  not  know,  who  vote  secretly,  but  are  afraid  to  acknowledge  it.    Perhaps  twenty 
white  men  in  my  county  have  told  me  that  they  voted  the  republican  ticket  secretly; 
thev  told  me  that  as  a  secret ;  I  was  not  to  mention  it. 
QueeUon,  They  were  afraid  to  have  it  publicly  known  t 
Anmoer,  Tes,  sir. 

QtteeHon,  Did  you  hear  anything  of  these  disguised  men  while  you  were  in  Oktib- 
beha Conn^t 

Anewer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  heard  reports  of  them,  but  I  was  inclined  for  a  long  time  to 
believe  they  were  like  ghost  stones ;  I  did  not  believe  much  in  it. 
QuesfHon.  What  were  their  operations  in  that  county — ^what  did  they  do  f 
Anmoer,  There  were  Just  r^orts  of  the  organization ;  except  their  attack  upon  the 
Bev.  Mr.  McLachlan,  I  did  not  hear  of  their  uiterfering  with  anybody ;  I  do  iiot  think 
they  whipped  him,  but  run  him  out  of  the  place. 
Qtusiion,  (^  what  denomination  was  he  T 
Anewer.  He  was  a  Methodist  minister. 
Q:uetUon.  A  northern  manf 

Anewer,  He  is  a  Scotchman ;  he  was  sent  from  the  North  there  as  a  preacher. 
Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  operations  of  this  organization  against 
colored  schools  in  other  counties? 

Anewer,  During  the  trial  of  the  Ku-Klux  at  Oxford  1  acted  as  deputy  marshal  part 
of  the  time,  andlhen  I  had  every  opportunity  of  hearing  of  cases  in  different  counties. 
I  guarded  some  of  the  prisoners  and  had  charge  of  some  of  the  witnesses,  and  was 
present  at  the  statements  that  were  made. 

Question,  Have  there  been  many  colored  school-houses  burned  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir :  in  Winston  County  the  state  of  affairs  is  terrible.  Parson  Murff, 
of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South,  a  southern  man,  held  a  position  there  as 
school  director.  His  most  intimate  friends  came  to  him  and  told  him  that,  though  he 
was  a  popular  man.  they  had  heurd  such  threats  against  him  that  he  must  resign,  or 
his  life  would  be  taken.  He  told  me  himself  that  he  had  to  resign  his  position,  lor  he 
was  satisfied  that  if  he  did  not  resign  his  life  would  be  taken. 
Question,  He  was  a  native  of  the  South  t 

Answer,  He  was  a  native  of  the  county,  and  a  presiding  elder  of.  the  Methodist  Epis- 
copal Church  South. 

Question,  That  grew  out  of  their  opposition  to  the  system  of  free  schools  t 
Anewer.  O,  jres,  sir;  they  had  no  other  objection  to  rarson  Murffl 
Question,  Did  tiiey  bum  any  school-houses  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  quite  a  number  of  them.    The  Bev.  John  Avery  stopped  at  the  same 
house  in  Oxford  that  I  did :  his  house  was  burned. 
Qmeetion,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer,  In  Winston  Countv.    His  brothers  and  cousins  belong  to  this  Kn-Elux  or- 
ganization ;  so  he  said  himself.    They  had  threatened  his  life  because  he  was  teaching 
a  free  white  school,  and  he  threatened  to  go  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford  and  give 
evidence  against  them.    Theytheu  sent  for  him  to  go  to  one  of  tneir  meetings.    I  ffive 
yon  Mr.  Avery's  statement.    He  was  going  to  swear  before  the  iptnd  jury  at  Oxford, 
and  his  brothers  sent  for  him  to  go  to  one  of  their  Ku-Elux  meetings.    He  went  there 
and  they  proposed  to  compromise  the  matter,  which  he  agreed  to  do  if  they  would  let 
him  alone  and  not  annoy  nim.    But  they  broke  their  agreement  by  burning  down  his 
school-house  afterward,  and  he  came  to  Oxford  to  give  evidence  there,    ms  brothers 
sent  him  word^  while  he  was  in  the  same  house  with  me,  that  they  would  kill  him,  so 
help  them  Goa,  for  turning  traitor  and  giving  evidence  against  them.    He  had  not 
turned  traitor  to  them,  for  he  had  never  belonged  to  their  organization. 
Question,  Was  he  a  southern  man  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir :  a  southern  man. 
Question,  And  a  Methodist  minister  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  of  the  Methodist  Episcopal  Church  South ;  and  a  man  highly 
respected  and  of  good  standing  in  that  community,  I  understand.  The  order  there  was 
to  put  down  every  free  school,  and  I  do  not  believe  there  is  a  single  free  school  in  tnat 
county. :  the  information  is  that  thev  are  all  closed.  ^ 

QuMon.  They  have  broken  up  all  the  schools  in  that  oonnty  T 
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Anetoer,  Yes,  sir ;  or  nearly  all  of  them. 

Question,  Do  you  expect  to  return  to  Chickasaw  County  ? 

Ajisicer,  I  want  to  return  there,  because  I  am  interested  in  my  school  work  tLero ; 
but  I  dare  not  now ;  at  present  I  cannot  return. 

Question,  You  do  not  suppose  it  would  be  safe  for  you  to  go  back  there  now  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  my  life  would  be  taken.  They  have  sworn  tibere,  since  I  have  taken 
this  action  against  them,  that  they  will  kill  me,  day  or  night ;  that  they  would  track 
me  wherever  I  might  go.  My  fHends  have  sent  me  word  from,  there  that  these  inen 
have  sworn  to  kill  me,  by  day  or  by  nighty  wherever  I  may  go  in  that  country. 

By  Mr.  Bj^ck  : 

Qu^ion.  I  want  to  get  a  little  further  information  about  this  firce^chool  system.  The 
objection  seems  to  be  general  to  all  free  schools,  white  and  black  t 

Answer,  Not  the  same  objection  to  all  j  in  some  counties  the  objection  is  to  all  free 
schools ;  in  other  counties,  as  in  Chickasaw  County,  the  objection  is  only  to  the  colored 
schools. 

Question,  In  some  counties  the  objection  reaches  all  schools,  white  and  black,  and  in 
others  it  is  confined  to  black  schools  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  objection  seems  to  be  very  wide-spread  against  the  whole  free- 
school  system  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  j  it  is  wide-spread. 

Question,  What  is  that  free-scnool  system  in  Mississippi;  how  is  it  kept  up?  Tell  ns 
the  working  of  it. 

Answer,  I  will  give  it  in  my  county ;  I  am  not  familiar  with  it  in  any  other  connty 
There  is  a  tax  on  the  property  of  five  mills  on  the  dollar,  allowed  by  the  State  to  be 
collected  by  the  county  omcers  for  school  purposes.  Now  our  superintendent  has  this 
arrangement :  In  any  neighborhood  where  there  are  twenty-five  children,  and  the 
parents  or  guardians  want  a  school,  they  get  up  a  petition  stating  the  number  of  scholars 
they  will  send,  and  recommending  a  certain  man  for  teacher,  if  the  superintendent 
should  find  him  to  be  competent.  This  petition  is  prr^sented  to  the  board  of  school 
directors,  and  if  they  think  that  a  school  is  necessary  in  that  neighborhood  they  locate 
a  school  there,  and  appoint  the  party  recommended  as  teacher  if  he  has  been  found  to 
be  competent.  No  school  is  located  in  our  county  unless  the  people  petition  for  it,  and 
no  teacher  is  appointed  unless  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  want  him. 

Question.  And  any  twenty-five  persons  can  have  a  school  established  and  a  teacher 
assigned  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  get  the  teacher  themselves  and  send  him  before  the  board. 

QiiesOon.  Then  if  twenty-five  colored  persons — or  enough  persons  to  send  twenty-five 
children,  is  that  it  ? 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir;  enough  persons  to  send  twenty-five  scholars;  that  is,  if  there  is  no 
other  school  within  a  reasonable  distance. 

Question.  So  that  if  five  men  could  send  five  children  each,  they  would  be  entitled  to 
a  school t  • 

Answer,  They  would  only  be  entitled  to  a  school  with  this  proviso,  that  there  is  no 
other  school  within  three  miles. 

Question.  They  would  be  entitled  to  a  school  then,  and  to  have  a  teacher  of  their  own 
selection,  if  he  was  qualified  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Although  none  of  those  five  men  should  own  a  dollar's  worth  of  property  in 
the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

•  Question.  And  the  connty  would  have  to  be  taxed  to  support  their  school  for  theoi 
-under  those  circumstances  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  schools  were  established  in  Chickasaw  County  t 

Anstver,  Something  like  two  hundred,  I  think. 

Question.  Two  hundred  schools  in  that  county  t 

Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  remember  the  exact  ntimber. 

Question.  What  are  the  teachers  paid  there  t 

Answer,  Third-class  teachers  are  paid  forty  dollars  a  month ;  second-class  teachers 
some  sixty  dollars  a  month,  and  first-class  teachers  a  hundred  dollars  a  month. 

Question,  To  what  class  did  yon  belong  f 

Answer,  To  the  second-class,  to  the  sixty -dollar  class. 

Question,  Is  the  second  class  about  the  average? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so. 

^Question,  And  ther^  are  about  two  hundred  schools  and  teachers  in  the  county  t 
'^Answer,  I  think  so ;  I  do  not  know  that  that  is  the  correct  number,  but  I  think  it 
about  that. 

Question,  Then  you  have  a  board  of  school  comnuBsioners  f 

Answer,  Of  school  directors. 
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QueBiUnu  How  many  of  them  are  there  in  the  county  t 

Answer,  There  are  five  school  directors  in  the  county. ' 

Question,  What  salary  do  they  getf 
^  Answer.  They  get  three  dollars  a  day  while  in  session,  and  their  mileage  to  and  from 
their  homes. 

QuestUm,  Then  yon  have  a  superintendent  of  schools  for  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  pay  does  he  get  ? 

Answer.  JPive  doilEurs  a  day  for  the  time  he  U  actually  engaged  about  schools. 

QuesUon.  And  his  mileage  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  is,  ten  cents  a  mile,  I  suppose  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  &ve  cents  a  mile  each  way. 

Question.  Does  your  pay  as  teacher  run  the  whole  year  f 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  but  four  months  this  year. 

Question.  When  you  are  employed  by  the  year  it  runs  for  the  twelve  months  f 

Answer.  No,  fdr;  for  not  more  than  ten  months;  the  law  allows  them  to  go  for  ten 
months,  and  not  less  than  four  months  in  a  year. 

Question.  All  this  expense  comes  out  of  the  property  of  the  county  t 

Answer.  Not  all  ,*  a  great  deal  of  revenue  is  derived  from  fines ;  and  then  there  are 
sales  of  public  lands  belongs  to  the  Chickasaw  school  fUnd ;  and  then  liquor  licenses ; 
all  of  that  goes  into  the  school  fund.  / 

Question,  All  of  that  is  thrown  into  the  frind  t 

Answer.  Yes^  sir ;  I  think  in  our  county  the  tax  on  the  property  for  school  purposes 
is  but  three  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  If  the  money  derived  from  these  other  sources  was  not  absorbed  by  the 
school  fund,  it  would  be  used  for  some  other  purpose  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  colored  people  of  Chickasaw  Coun  ty  own  but  little  property,  I  suppose  t 

Answer.  Do  you  refer  to  landed  property  T 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  They  own  a  great  deal  of  property,  and  a  great  deal  of  live  stock. 

Question.  Of  landed  property  t  • 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  colored  men  there  have  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars'  worth 
of  property. 

Question.  Are  they  not  comparatively  few  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  are  a  few  of  them. 

Question.  How  many  free  negroes  were  there  in  Mississippi  before  slavery  was  abol- 
ished in  that  State  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  While  on  that  point  of  landed  property,  let  me  ask  if  the  colored  people  are 
free  to  buy  land;  will  the  white  people  sell  land  to  them  t 

Answer.  Not  as  a  general  rule. 

Question.  State  right  here  what  you  know  about  that. 

Answer.  There  is  this  state  of  anairs  there :  As  a  general  rule  a  man  is  very  unpop- 
ular with  his  neighbors  who  will  sell  land  to  colored  people ;  and  then  a  colored  man 
is  in  danger  if  he  l>uys  land.  In  Winston  County  a  dozen  mett^were  whipped,  and  the 
only  charge  asainst  them  was  that  they  had  bought  land.  A  colored  man  of  the  name 
of  William  Coleman,  in  Louisville,  Winston  County,  bought  eighty  acres  of  land,  and 
just  after  buying  the  land  a  body  of  disguised  men  came  there  and  took  him  out  of  his 
bouse  and  nearly  killed  him,  left  him  for  dead  in  the  road.  The  only  charge  they  made 
against  him  was  the  buying  of  this  land,  and  they  threatened  at  the  same  time  to  kill 
the  man  who  had  sold  it  to  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Who  told  you  thisf 

Ansfwer.  Coleman  himself. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  a  colored  man  who  had  been  treated  in  this  way  admit 
that  he  had  ever  done  imythinff  wrong  t  '      ' 

Answer,  I  do  not  understand  your  question.  Do  you  mean  admit  that  he  has  ever 
sinned  t 

Question.  That  he  had  ever  done  anything  to  be  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  many  of  them  admit  that  they  were  sinners,  that  they  were 
not  converted  people,  if  that  is  what  you  mean. 

Question.  I  bave  asked  you  a  question,  and  you  say  yon  do  not  understand  |t  t 

Answer.  I  really  do  not  understand  wnat  you  mean  by  admitting  that  they  had  done 
wrong.    Do  yon  mean  had  violated  any  statute  f 

Question.  That  they  had  committed  any  offenses  or  violated  any  law  of  the  State  f 

Answer'.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  think  they  have  admitted  that. 
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Que8tUm.  Ton  do  not  think  they  ever  have  admitted  tliat  they  had  done  anyUdDg 
wrong  t 
Aniwer.  I  do  not  know  about  that ;  I  do  not  know  anything  abont  that. 

ByMr.COBURN: 

Question,  Go  on  now  and  complete  yonr  statement  abont  nenoea  baying  land. 

Answer.  In  Lonisville,  Winston  County.  Ccdeman  bought  eighty  acres  of  land.  He 
has  a  good  character  from  the  white  people  there,  ftom  his  old  master,  as  a  steady,  so- 
ber, and  industrious  boy;  that  Is  his  character.  They  whipped  him  because  he  had 
bought  that  land,  and  they  1^  him  for  dead.  He  was  twenty-four  years  of  age,  had 
been  fifteen  years  in  Winston  County,  and  had  never  been  brought  before  flie  court  for 
any  offense.  He  told  me  of  a  nnmher  of  colored  men  in  that  county  who  had  been 
whipped  for  the  same  offense,  for  buying  land.  One  man,  William  Miller,  was  whipped 
in  the  same  county ;  the  charge  against  him  was  that  he  did  not  raise  his  hat  to  a 
white  man. 

QueBHon,  I  do  not  want  to  ask  you  now  about  anything  but  the  land  matter. 

Answer,  That  is  all  I  know  about  that  mattw. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

QuesUon,  Do  the  colored  men  in  Chickasaw  own  much  land  f 

Amwer,  Tes,  air,  conq[MiratiTely  speakinc,  the^  do. 

Quesium,  What  negro  was  eyer  whipped  In  Cmokasaw  for  buying  land  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  &ow  a  single  one  whipped  t^iere  for  buying  land. 

Qnariion,  Or  int^ered  with  in  eaij  way  because  he  had  bought  laadf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  interfered  with  there  for  that  reason. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  how  many  fcee  o(^red  people  there  were  in  itub  State  of 
Mississippi  before  slayery  was  abolishea  t 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

QwBstion,  Have  you  any  idea  about  how  many  there  were  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Look  at  this  table  (handing  witness  a  book)  from  the  oeiisas  letafna  of 
1860,  and  see  if  there  were  not  Just  773  m  the  State  then  t 

Answer,  (Looking  at  the  table.)    That  is  what  this  table  shows. 

Question,  How  many  free  colored  men  do  you  think  there  were  in  Chickasaw  Conaty 
before  slaveiy  was  abolished  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  suppose  there  were  a  dosen ;  I  have  never  met  one. 

Question,  I  suppose  tnere  could  have  been  but  a  few,  for  the  laws  of  Mississippi  did 
not  allow  it.  Whatever  property  is  owned  by  colored  men  tiiere  now  is  property  vrhlch 
they  have  accumulated  since  the  close  of  the  war  f 

Answer,  Not  altogether.  In  most  instances  the  colored  men  who  have  aceomidated 
property  were  f(»emen  over  the  other  slaves,  and  had  opportunities  to  make  mmMy  in 
slavery  times.  For  instance,  Ambrose  Henderson,  our  colored  representative,  owns  tea 
or  twelve  thousand  dollars^  worth  of  property,  much  of  idiidi  he  had  aocumnlated  be- 
fore the  war.  He  had  hired  his  time  from  his  master,  and  had  had  a  barber's  riiop,  Ittd 
a  saloon  at  fairs,  and  things  of  that  kind. 

Question,  The  f^reat  bulk  of  the  ^Kiperty  there  is  held  by  the  white  people  t 
~    Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  not  this  school  tax  bear  very  heavily  upon  the  people,  this  hcefitkg 
up  of  two  hundred  scfaaols^  the  machinery  of  school  boards,  and  aU  that  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  any  one  object  to  it  because  it  was  a  buiden  to  them,  b«t  be* 
cause  it  was  introduced  there  against  their  wishes.  Every  man  I  have  talfeed  to^  iklie 
is  opposed  to  the  present  system,  says  that  it  is  dieaper  for  them  than  ibe  pnvato 
school  system. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland  :) 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  is  the  present  school  tax  in  Chickasaw  Couin^t 
Answer,  I  think  it  is  two  and  a  hau  mills  on  Uie  dollar. 

By  Mr.  Bbck: 

Question,  Is  that  for  the  nay  of  the  teachers  alone  t 

Answer,  For  teachers  ana  the  schools-house  fund,  all  together. 

Question,  I  thought  you  said  not  long  aso  that  tiie  tax  was  five  millet 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  I  said  so.    I  said  the  law  allowed  a  tax  of  five  nrillft  on 
tain  kinds  of  property. 

Question,  And  then  thero  are  other  fhnds  besides  the  direct  school  taxt 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  they  have  public  school  lands  that  have  always  been  nsediar    , 
purpose  to  endow  chanty  schools;  to  assist  neighborhoods  where  they  werea^akie 
to  maintain  schools  themselves. 

Question,  What  ground  of  objection  had  they  against  itf  Tou  say  thmr  objeoted  ta 
it  because  it  was  put  thero  against  their  will ;  was  it  not  put  thero  bytifte  liiaiiilaiaiii 
of  the  State  f  ^ 
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,An8%0€T,  The  ground  of  objection  is  this :  Under  ibis  free-Bcbool  system  tbe  colored 
people  would  be  taugbt.  If  it  was  a  private-scbool  system,  tbe  wbites  would  not  teacb 
colored  scbools,  because  they  would  not,  perhaps,  get  any  salaries  paid  tbem.  Tbe 
(greatest  objection  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  is  tliat  they  own  most  of  the  property 
and  they  object  to  paying  for  the  education  of  colored  people,  inasmuch  as  they  do 
not  believe  in  educating  them ;  that  is,  the  msgority  do  not.  Of  course  there  is  a  large 
minority  of  the  people  who  are  in  favor  of  eduoatins  the  colored  people. 

Queniion,  Had  you  ever  taught  school  anywhere  ebe  before  you  went  to  Mississippi. 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  taught  a  colored  school  in  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

Question,  For  how  long  T 

Answer,  For  some  months;  not  long. 

QuetlUm,  How  long  did  you  reside  in  Cincinnati  t 

Answer,  I  resided  tuere  two  years,  I  think. 

Question,  Were  you  educated  in  Cincinnati,  or  In  Ireland  f 

Answer.  1  was  eaucated  in  Ireland. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  been  in  this  country  ? 

Anstper,  About  five  years. 

Question,  You  have  not  become  a  citizen  yet  t 

Answer,  A  citizen  of  this  countrv  T  « 

Question,  A  citizen  of  the  United  States  f 

Answer.  I  was  here  before  I  was  twenty-one.    I  believe  I  am  a  citiseBi ;   I  do  not 
know. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  taken  out  naturalization  papers  U 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  law  requires  me  to  do  it,  inasarach  as  I  was  a 
minor  when  I  came  here. 

Question,  Did  yottr  £iktber  come  with  you  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  over  eighteen  years  of  age  when  you  came  h^e  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mav  have  been  over  eighteen. 

Question.  You  were  under  twenty-one  f 

Ansnosr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  come  to  this  country  with  your  parents? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Que$ii9nt  And  you  have  not  taken  out  naturalization  papers  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  voted  in  Mississippi? 

Aujswer,  No,  si^. 

Question,  Not  for  any  purpose  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  never  voted  at  alL 

Qufistum,  You  have  acted  as  United  States  marshal,  yon  say  ? 

Answer,  I  was  appointed  deputy  several  times,  to  take  charge  of  prisoners. 

Que9U4m,  Xou  have  aoted  as  depnty  marshal  during  trials? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qumtion.  Were  you  appointed  l^  the  marshal  of  tbe  United  States  down  thsio-? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  you  sent  as  depnty  marshal  to  make  arrests  ? 

Answer.  I  went  with  the  marshal  once  to  arrest  some  parties  I  had  sworn  tow 

Question,  Were  you  a  deputy  marshal  at  that  time? 

Anmver.  I  do  not  .know  whether  he  regarded  me  as  deputy  then,  or  as  simply  going 
with  hiin  to  point  out  the  parties. 

Question,  Yon  were  not  sworn  in ! 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  was  sworn  in  at  alL 

Questi4)n.  Not  even  as  deputy  marshal  at  Oxford  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  guarding  prisoners  and  summoning  witnesses  without  being 
sworn? 

Answer.  I  never  summoned  witnesses ;  I  guarded  prisoners. 

Question,  Yon  were  merely  acting  under  the  orders  of  the  marshal ;  depnty  to  that 
extent? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Up  to  the  night  of  the  attack  on  you  you  had  never  been  interfered  with  T 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  you  would  have  been  whipped  that  night  if  you  had  not 
made  such  an  effort  to  get  that  gnu  ? 

Answer.  O,  I  do  not  mow.    They  could  not  tell  what  I  wanted  to  gut,  when  1  jumped 
oat  of  the  window  and  ran  to  the  cabin. 

Qmestion,  They  followed  you  into  the  cabin,  while  you  were  searching  for  the  giui  ? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  got  the  gun ;  thoy  could  not  tell  what  I  waa  searching  for. 

Question,  Did  you  not  call  out  to  the  old  fellow  in  the  cabin  to  let  you  have  the  gun  T 

Answer,  Well,  when  I  was  in  the  cabin  I  might  have  asked  where  the  gun  was. 

•    22  M 
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Question,  You  were  excited,  but  you  must  have  known  what  your  business  thero 
was? 

Answer,  My  object  was  to  get  that  gun,  of  course;  and  if  I  had  got  it  I  would  ha^« 
defended  myself,  too. 

QueeUoru  After  that  they  took  you  out  and  whipped  you,  as  you  have  described? 

Answer*  Yes,  sir ;  they  shot  at  mo  before  that,  while  I  was  running  down  the  yard  ts 
the  cabin. 

Question,  How  near  were  they  to  you  when  they  fired  T 

Answer,  Perhaps  fifty  or  sixty  yards. 

Question,  Did  they  let  you  get  off  fifty  yards  from  them  before  they  oommeneed 
firing  T 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell  what  distance  I  was  firom  them  when  they  commenced 
firing.  When  I  jumped  out  of  the  window  I  ran  very  quickly ;  and  while  I  was  run- 
ning through  the  yard  the  firing  commenced.  The  colored  people  were  screaming  sill 
around  there. 

Question,  Yon  were  not  hit  b^  them  ? 

Ansu:er,  No,  sir;  I  was  not  hit  by  any  of  the  balls. 

Question,  Who  is  the  circuit  judge  of  your  county  t 

Answer,  Judge  Bradford. 

Question,  Is  he  an  appdintee  of  Governor  Alcorn's  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  your  county  attorney  T 

Answer,  Frank  Pate.     ^ 

Question,  Is\he  al.so  one  of  Governor  Alcorn's  appointees  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  often  is  court  held  in  Chickasaw  county  by  the  circuit  judge  t 

Answer,  1  never  attended  the  circuit  court  there.  I  think  it  is  held  twice  a  year.  I 
never  had  time  to  attend  courts,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

Question.  How  many  scholars  did  you  have  in  your  school  ? 

Answer,  1  had  about  eighty  scholars,  I  believe. 

Qflestion,  How  are  your  forty,  sixty,  and  one  hundred  dollar  teachers  graded  ;  by  the 
number  of  scholars  they  have  t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  by  tbeir  qualifications  as  teachers. 

Question,  Would  a  man  with  but  twenty-five  scholars,  if  he  had  qualifiisati^QS  of  a 
high  order,  get  a  hundred  dollars  a  month  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  While  you,  without  those  qualifications,  teaching  eighty  scholars,  got  bm 
sixty  dollars  a  month  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  if  you  had  less  qualifications,  and  were  teaching  a  hundred  scbolais, 
you  would  get  only  forty  dollars  a  mouth  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(luestion.  While  a  man  who  taught  but  twenty-five  scholars—  and  they  might  "be  t^ 
the  fomilies  of  only  five  colored  men,  without  any  property  or  anything  else — would 
get  a  hundred  dollars  a  month  f 

Answer,  But  they  will  not  appoint  first-class  teachers  to  take  charge  of  colored 
schools.  I  intended  to  apply  for  a  first-class  certificate  at  the  end  of  my  examinatioa, 
and  if  I  had  received  it  I  would  have  been  obliged  to  give  up  my  school.  They  will 
not  appoint  first-class,  teachers  to  take  charge  of  third-class  schools.  As  a  ^aeral 
thing,  they  will  not  appomt  second-class  teachers  for  colored  schools ;  they  geuerallj 
give  them  third-claas  teachers,  unless  it  is  a  very  large  school. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  What  is  the  proportion  between  the  white  people  and  the  colored  people 
there  f 

Answer,  There  are  more  colored  people  there  than  white  i>eople. 

Question,  Are  there  many  disorders  or  disturbauces  occasioned  there  by  colored  peo- 
ple, as  against  the  whites,  or  among  each  other  ? 

Answer,  I  have  never  known  a  sinsle  tight  among  the  colored  people  in  the  county, 
nor  a  single  disturbance  of  any  kind. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people  show  hostility  to  the  whites,  animosity  agnhx«t 
them ;  if  so,  in  what  manner  do  they  show  it  f 

Anmoer,  No,  sir.  That  is  one  of  the  most  remarkable  characteristics  of  the  cokmd 
X>eople ;  in  speaking  of  their  old  masters  they  talk  in  this  way :  ^'  Let  by-goncs  be  by- 
gones; bury' the  past ; '^  that  is  the  general  sentiment. 

Question,  Are  the  colored  people  armed  f 

Ansiper,  As  a  general  thing  colored  men  have  an  ambition  to  get  a  gun. 

Question,  Are  they  allowed  to  retain  their  arms  ? 

Anstoer,  Well,  in  our  county,  they  are. 

Question,  What  is  the  character  of  the  men  who  belong  to  this  Ku-Elax 
tion,  BO  far  as  you  know  them  or  have  heard  of  them  f 
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AMnpcr,  Ab  a  general  thing  they  are  an  ignorant,  illiterate  set  of  men,  and  they  seem 
to  be  determined  to  keep  everybody  else  the  same.  The  men  who  are  engaged  in  Kn- 
Klnxing,  if  they  were  not  sympathized  with  by  men  of  better  standing  than  them- 
selyes,  would  soon  go  under. 

Qvestton.  Can  you  give  an  idea  of  the  amount  of  sympathy,  or  the  character  of  aid 
and  assistance,  they  got  from  men  of  property  and  standing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  easily  shown.  In  the  matter  of  bail,  or  anything  of  that  kind, 
the  best  men  jn  the  community  will  give  their  signatures.  In  Oxford,  for  instance, 
when  those  men  were  arrested  and  brought  there  they  were  put  in  pretty  good  quar- 
tflxa  among  the  soldiers.  But  the  people  of  the  county  had  a  meeting  for  their  l>ene- 
fit,  and  took  them  beds  and  chairs,  and  plajring  cards,  and  all  that.  That  showed  the 
svmpathy  of  the  people  with  them.  And  when  the  United  States  marshal  was  struck 
there,  they  showed  their  sympathy  by  arming  themselves  and  going  into  the  court 
room. 

Question.  Can  you,  from  reliable  information,  give  any  idea  of  the  number  of  the  Kd- 
Klux  in  your  county,  and  in  other  counties  there  f 

Answer.  We  believe  that  about  one-half  of  the  white  people  in  our  county  belong 
to  the  organization. 

Question,  What  induces  you  to  believe  that  t 

Anstoer.  From  the  fact  that  if  you  denounce  the  Ku  Elux,  or  take  any  action  against 
t&em,  you  make  one-half  of  the  people  there  your  enemies,  and  they  show  it  by  con- 
demning you.  The  president  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  my  county  asked  me  what 
kind  of  evidence  I  had  against  these  fellows ;  I  told  him  that  I  had  several  colored 
witnesses  and  some  white  witnesses.  He  said,  *'  You  must  not  bring  colored  testimony 
against  white  men  in  this  county.'' 

Question,  Have  you  any  other  facts  going  to  show  the  number  of  men  who  belong  to 
this  organization  f 

Answer.  Those  men  who  whipped  me  told  me  there  were  five  millions  of  them  in  the 
United  States;  I  believe  that  was  the  number. 


By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  How  many? 

Ansicer.  Yiye^  millions  they  said. 


By  Mri  Cobubk: 

Question.  Have  you  any  statements  from  the  prisoners  or  the  witnesses  there  as  to 
the  numbers  in  their  neighborhood  t 

Anstrer.  1  did  not  hear  any  person  say  what  was  the  number  of  the  Eu-Klux  in  his 
neighborhood. 

Question.  Have  you  not  had  conversations  with  persons  of  intelligence  and  informa- 
tion in  relation  to  the  number  of  them  in  that  region  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  conversed  with  our  marshal  and  several  of  our  leading  men. 

Question.  What  is  your  best  information  on  that  subject  f 

Answer.  The  most  of  the  intelligent  men  in  the  country  believe  that  about  one-half  of 
the  whit«  people  belong  to  it.  There  are  communities  where  a  majority  of  the  people 
^re  against  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  I  am  talking  about  your  immediat-e  vicinity,  your  county  and  the  adjoin- 
ing counties :  I  am  not  asking  in  relation  to  distant  portions  of  the  State,  for  I  do  not 
suppose  you  know  anything  about  it  there. 

Anstcer.  In  our  county  perhaps  one-half  of  the  white  people  either  belong  to  the  organi- 
zation, or  sympathize  with  it. 

Question.  That  is  what  1  want  to  get  at.  Have  you  given  a  statement  of  all  the  acts 
of  outrage  perpetrated  by  these  men,  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge  T  If  not,  give 
such  m  you  have  omitted  to  state,  that  have  occurred  in  your  connty  and  in  ndjoiniug 
counties. 

Answer.  I  know  of  the  whipping  of  Colonel  Huggins.  1  know  fronfi  reports  of  other 
men  being  whipped ;  in  some  cases  I  saw  the  men  themselves;  in  some  cases  I  got  the 
information  from  other  persons.  I  saw  the  wife  of  Aleck  Pa^ ;  her  husband  was 
taken  out  and  killed  in  Monroe  County.  Dupree  was  murdered  in  that  county,  and  a 
number  of  others.  In  fact  the  cases  are  so  many  that  I  cannot  remember  them  all. 
I  have  a  number  of  cases  noted  here,  which  I  can  give;  I  got  the  statements  from  the 
parties  themselves. 

Question.  That  is  what  I  want  to  get  at.  If  you  have  any  reliable  information  in 
relation  to  sach  matters,  state  what  it  is. 

Answer,  This  information  comes  from  the  parties  themselves,  or  from  Mr.  Wiley 
Wells,  the  United  States  district  attorney  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  by  "  themselves,"  the  victims  of  the  outrajges  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Addy  Foster  was  whipped  in  Winston  county  for  buying  land. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 
Qtiestion.  State  in  each  case  how  you  got  the  infoimation. 
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Ansicer,  I  got  this  from  William  Coleman,  his  neighbor  j  William  Miller .  told  me 
that  he  was  whipped  becaaae  they  said  he  would  not  raise  his  hat  to  a  white  man;  hd 
wati  there  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  ? 

Answer,  That  was  also  in  Winston  County.  Aleck  Hughes,  in  Noxubee  Coonty,  was 
whipped.  A  white  man  owed  him  $17.  and  he  threatened  to  sue  him  for  it,  and  they 
whipped  him  for  doing  so.    Aleck  Hughes  gave  me  the  statement  him^lfl 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  Are  you  giving  instances  where  the  outrages  were  perpetrated  by  disguised 
whit«  men  ?    That  is  what  I  am  inquiring  about. 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  all  those  cases  were  by  disguised  men.  They  hung  Aleck  Hug])es 
up  by  the  neck  and  nearly  killed  him ;  he  was  insensible  when  they  let  him  down. 
Zack  Job  was  whipped  in  Noxubee  County,  and  Henry  Leadbetter  was  also  whipped; 
both  by  disguised  men. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  State  when  it  was  done. 

Ansicer.  i  do  not  know  when ;  it  was  done  some  time  in  March.  In  Corinth,  Missis- 
sippi, George  Shubblewas  also  whipped  by  disguised  men ;  and  near  the  samephu^ 
Fanny  Honeysuckle  was  whipped  by  disguised  men :  and  Mr.  Campbell,  who  kept  a 
grocery  store,  was  whipped  by  this  body  of  disguised  men,  because  he  would  not  give 
them  some  whisky. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Qu^tion.  In  Corinth  f 

Afistoer.  In  Corinth,  or  near  Corinth.  A  number  of  other  men  at  Oxford  told  me  df 
outrages  committed  upon  them ;  but  I  omitted  to  note  the  counties. 

Question.  No  matter  about  them.  You  have  testified  as  to  the  hostility  of  the  people 
to  free  schools.  What  is  the  cause  set  forth  by  those  men  for  their  hostility  to  free 
schools  ? 

Answer.  Well,  educating  the  colored  people  is  the  great  cause  of  objection ;  that  is 
the  reason  why  they  are  against  free  schools ;  and  then  it  is  a  republican  measure.  If 
the  democratic  party  had  passed  that  bill,  I  am  sure  there  would  not  have  been  auy 
opposition  to  it  in  that  State,  except  on  the  part  of  a  few  white  people  who  might  have 
objected  to  being  taxed  to  support  colored  schools.  The  great  opposition  to  it  is  be- 
cause "  it  is  a  damned  radical  free-school  system  f'  that  is  the  way  it  is  spoken  of 

Question.  Is  it  from  an  apprehension  that  the  negro  will  become  equal  to  white  men; 
or  is  it  from  hostility  to  the  negro,  and  a  desire  to  keep  him  down ;  or  is  it  bothf 

Answer.  It  is  both. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to  that  t  if  so,  state 
it. 

Answer.  I  will  give  the  expression  of  a  lady  in  our  neighborhood.  She  said  that  a 
white  man  who  taught  a  colored  school  ought  to  be  hung ;  that  he  should  not  show 
his  face  among  white  people. 

Question.  Why? 

Answer.  Because  it  was  disgraceful  to  teach  a  colored  school ;  and  a  white  man  dare 
not  visit  the  house  of  a  colored  man  there  on  any  account,  or  they  would  not  alh>v>' 
him  to  visit  a  white  £amily  again. 

Question.  In  relation  to  the  number  of  colored  schools  in  your  pounty ;  do  you  pre- 
tend to  speak  with  any  degree  of  accuracy  in  regard  to  that  f 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  you  had  your  attention  called  particularly  to  the  number  of  schools 
in  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  only  judge  from  the  extent  of  territory. 

Question.  Is  oris  not  that  stated  in  the  report  of  the  superintendent  of  educatioo  ia 
your  State  T 

Ans^ver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  can  all  be  found  out  by  reference  to  that  report  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sirj  it  can  all  be  found  out  by  reference  to  the  report  of  our  county 
superintendent. 

Question.  You  have  mentioned  a  number  of  crimes  and  outrages  that  have  been  com- 
mitted in  Winston  County,  and  other  counties.  Have  you  heard  of  any  prosecution  in 
the  State  courts  for  them  f 

Answer.  They  are  prosecuting  them  now  in  the  courts. 

Question.  In  the  State  courts  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  in  the  United  States  courts.  It  is  almost  absurd  to  talk  about  pn»- 
ocutiug  these  fellows  in  the  State  courts,  because  they  dare  not  do  it.  Yon  cannot  fin^ 
a  man  willing  to  walk  five  miles  from  his  home  to  give  evidence  against  these  fellov^ 
in  a  Stat-e  court. 


J 
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Question.  Now,  in  relation  to  your  acting  as  a  deputy  marshal ;  were  you  not  merely 
an  assistant  f 

Jtiswer.  Simply  assisting  the  marshal  there. 

Question,  You  were  not  technically  and  legally  a  deputy  marshal  f  * 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  mean  to  say,  then,  you  were  an  assistant  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Now,  in  relation  to  the  attack  upon  you  personally.  After  you  jumped  from 
the  window,  where  did  you  see  the  men  standing? 

Anstcer.  They  were  standing  around  the  house.  I  did  not  see  any  but  those  who 
wtsre  t»tanding  at  the  window  and  about  there. 

Question.  You  saw  two  at  the  window  1  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  there  were  others  at  the  diX>r8. 

Question.  How  far  off? 

Amwer,  They  were  just  around  the  house. 

Question,  Did  you  pass  them,  or  near  them? 

Answer.  As  I  jumped  from  the  window,  I  jumped  between  the  two  at  the  window. 

Question.  Where  were  the  others  ?  ^ 

Answer.  There  were  three  doors  to  the  house,  and  they  were  guarding  the  doors. 

Qu^tion,  Who  fired  at  you  ? 

Answer.  The  men  at  the  window  j  they  yelled  and  fired  at  me. 

Question.  Where  did  the  shots  stnke  t 

Answer.  Some  struck  t^e  ground  just  between  my  legs;  some  went  over  my  head.  I 
do  not  know  where  they  went.  The  last  time  they  shot  at  me,  when  I  was  escaping 
from  them,  as  I  leaped  the  fence,  a  little  branch  or  twig  rested  on  my  head,  and  one  of 
the  shots  cut  off  the  branch  right  over  my  head. 

Qu^tion.  Did  they  say  anything  to  you  when  you  jumped  ? 

Anmvsr.  Yes,  sir;  I  Imocked  the  man  down,  and  they  cried  out,  "O,  God  damn  von, 
stop,''  and  they  commenced  to  fire  at  me.  I  did  not  stop,  of  course;  I  went  into  a  little 
wood  that  hid  me  from  their  view.  I  had  been  crying  out  up  to  that  time ;  but  when 
I  got  into  the  wood,  I  ceased  to  cry  aloud,  and  they  did  not  follow  me ;  probably  by 
my  not  crying  they  thought  they  had  killed  me. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  Where  were  you  when  you  came  here  ? 

Answer.  I  was  at  Oxford. 

Question.  Were  you  summoned  to  come  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  came  voluntarily. 

Question,  Without  a  summons  ? 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  purpose  of  giving  testimony  before  this  committee. 

Question.  You  were  not  sent  tor  at  all  to  come  here  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  so. 

Question.  You  were  summoned  after  you  had  come  to  Washington  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  did  vou  prepare  the  little  book  you  have  been  referring  to  wftiile 
giving  your  testimony  here;  at  Oxford  f 

Answer,  When  a  man  would  tell  me  at  Oxford  of  an  outrage,  I  would  take  down  his 
name. 

Question,  Where  at  Oxford  ?    In  the  marshal's  office? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  some  at  my  boarding-house. 

Question.  You  took  down  those  names  to  refresh  your  memory  when  you  came  here? 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poland:) 

Question.  You  spoke  about  being  appointed  a  deputy  marshal.  You  were  employed 
by  the  marshal  merely  as  an  assistant  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  as  an  assistant. 

Question,  You  had  no  commission  as  deputy  marshal  ? 

Ansfcer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  were  not  sworn  as  an  officer  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  In  relation  to  your  schools ;  the  board  of  school  directors  have  charge  of  the 
schools ;  they  are  all  under  their  direction,  are  they  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  decide  how  many  schools  there  shall  be  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  they  have  the  power  to  detenaine  the  number  of  schools. 

Question,  And  they  decide  what  class  of  teachers  shsdl  be  employed  ? 

Answer.^  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the^  class  of  teachers  to  be  employed  depends  upon  the  size  of  the 
schools  somewhat? 
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Ansxoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  for  the  colored  schools  thejr  usually  have  teachers  of  the  lowest  classf 
'  Afunoer.  Yes,  sir ;  generally. 

Qti€8tion.  That  is  a  matter  to  be  determined  by  the  board  of  school  directors  t 

AttmDer.  Well,  sir,  if  a  ittrst-class  teacher  desires  to  take  a  colored  school,  they  will 
not  give  him  first-class  prices.  He  can  take  it  if  he  wishes,  but  they  will  give  him 
only  a  second  or  third-class  salary. 

Question.  Thev  suppose  that  teachers  of  the  lowest  class,  with  low  salaries,  are  onffi- 
ciont  for  colored  schools  f  \  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


Wabhington.  D.  C,  July  25,  1871. 

EDWARD  E.  HOLMAN  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  ? 

Answer.  At  Holly  Springs,  Marshall  County,  Mississippi. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Going  o^  nineteen  years.  • 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  What  is  your  age? 
ATiswer.  Twenty-six. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  What  is  your  occupation  ? 

Answer.  I  am  a  farmer. 

Question.  State  anything  you  know  with  regard  to  the  administration  of  the  laws^ 
the  safety  of  life  and  property,  and  the  maintenance  of  order  in  your  section  of  the 
State.  • 

Answer.  It  is  very  peaceable  up  in  our  county.  In  Monroe  County,  De  Soto,  Lafayette, 
and  generally  in  the  extreme  northern  portion  of  the  State,  the  majority  of  the  people 
seem  to  be  law-abiding.  Some  few  rowdies  favor  this  Ku-Klux  busiuess ;  but  as  a 
general  thing,  all  seem  to  be  law-abiding  people.    In  the  lower  part  of  the  State — t|ie 

Srairie  counties — Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Lowndes,  Noxubee,  Oktibbeha — that  is  whej^ 
le  outrages  are  committed  ;  that  is  where  the  Ku-Klux  organization  seems  to  thrive. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  Ku-Klux  operations  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of  lately.  We  did  have  a  case  in  1868 — the  whip- 
ping of  a  colored  man  :  but  it  never  amounted  to  much;  there  was  not  much  notice 
taken  of  it.    That  is  all  I  have  heard  of  in  our  county. 

Question.  Have  you,  either  from  your  own  knowledge,  or  from  sources  upon  which 
you  rely,  information  of  outrages  committed,  or  of  any  disturbance  to  life  or  property 
in  your  State  ?    If  so,  let  the  committee  have  it. 

Answer.  I  was  on  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford,  Mississippi,  for  five  weeks. 

Question.  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  We  commenced  the  first  Monday  of  last  Jiine. 
-     Qiiestion.  In  what  court? 

A7isicer.  The  United  States  court. 

Question.  State  any  information  that  you  obtained  in  that  way. 

Answer.  I  recollect  a  great  many  of  the  cases  that  came  up  before  us,  where  partlee 
had  been  whipped,  and  would  exhibit  their  backs  to  us.  Of  course  I  remember  their 
cases  very  well.  There  were  several  cases  where  parties  had  been  threatened  axud 
driven  off.  One  man's  name  was  Eckels.  A  party  of  disguised  men  came  to  his  house, 
I  think  about  the  middle  of  May ;  I  know  it  had  not  been  done  long,  because  his  back 
was  sore  then.  He  came  there  and  testified  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  come  to  his  house 
and  called  htm  out ;  he  would  not  go  out ;  they  then  tried  to  break  the  door  down.  He 
jumped  up  in  his  night  clothes,  ran  to  the  door  and  opened  it.  As  ho  opened  it,  a  Ko- 
IClux,  in  disguise,  shot  at  him ;  the  ball  pa8.sed  bis  ear,  taking  off  the  hair  from  the  e^^ 
of  his  head,  and  passed  over  his  wife  and  child,  who  were  asleep  in  bed.  and  hit  the 
wall.  Three  or  four  of  them  grabbed  him,  dragged  him  out,  and  took  nini  three  or 
four  hundred  yards  from  the  house.  One  of  them  staid  at  the  house  to  keep  tht 
women  from  coming  out.  I  believe  they  cursed  him,  and  told  him,  ^'  Damn  it,  we  I^t« 
you  now.''  They  took  him  down  thero  in  his  drawers.  I  think  they  stripped  him,  aad 
whipped  him  very  badly.  He  said  they  whipped  him  with  hickory  poles  alxm^  t^ 
feet  long.  Two  or  three  would  get  hold  of  one  of  these  poles  and  lay  it  on.  Hia  wi» 
ran  out  and  clung  to  him,  and  tried  to  prevent  them  from  whipping  him.  Thcqr  teAd 
her  they  would  shoot  her  if  she  did  not  go  back  to  the  house.    They  beat  him  fiH  fee 
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oould  not  halloo  xiny  longer.  The  Ku-Klnx  left ;  and  his  folks  hroaght  him  into  the 
bovee. 

Que$Hon.  How  many  men  were  engaged  in  that  affair  f 

Anmoer.  He  said  he  thought  there  were  from  ten  to  twelve,  but  Qould  not  state  for 
tertadn  how  many ;  he  thought  there  were  some  in  the  bushes ;  but  he  said  there  were 
oartainly  ten  or  twelve. 

Question.  Were  they  in  disguise  f 

Antwer,  Oy  yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  disguised.  He  says,  though,  that  he  recognized 
the  one  that  whipped  hiui ;  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

Question.  How  were  they  disguised  f 

Answer.  They  had  clotb  garments  over  them,  something  Kke  a  long  sack — supposed 
to  be  a  sheet,  and  white  masks  over  their  faces.  Some  nad  on  hats  with  horus  and 
other  hxings.  But  most  of  them  would  have  a  cape  to  their  sheet,  and  would  brimr  it 
right  over  their  faces,  and  then  put  their  hats  on  their  heads. 

Qitestion.  Did  they  go  on  horseback  f 

Answer.  0,  yes ;  they  were  supposed  to  be  on  horseback.  He  said  they  hitched  their 
horses  out  by  his  gate,  he  thought. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Were  they  armed  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  aimed. 

Question.  What  with  ? 

Answer.  Revolvers.    I  donH  think  he  saw  any  guns  at  alt.    AH  had  side  arms — pistols. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  How  badly  did  they  whip  him  f 

Answer.  They  whipped  him  until  he  could  not  halloo ;  they  whipped  the  breath  out 
of  him. 

Question.  Did  ^on  see  Lis  back  f 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  I  saw  his  back.  We  requested  him  to  take  o£f  his  coat  and  vest 
and  poll  up  his  shirt.  His  back  was  all  covered  with  scars  and  lumps  and  knots  where 
they  had  beaten  him. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  that  done  ? 

Answer.  I  forget  what  county.  Mr.  W^armouth,  one  of  the  jurymen,  was  from  the 
fiame  place,  and  a  next  neighbor  to  Inm.  They  are  afraid  to  go  back  any  more.  I  think 
they  are  in  Oxford  yet. 

Question.  Did  he  state  whether  there  had  been  other  whippings  in  that  section  of  the 
State? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  said  that  there  had  been  a  general  whipping  all  around.  They 
called  themselves  "regulators^*  and  were  **cleaning  out  things."  They  would  go  to  a 
man's  bouse  and  ask  him  if  anything  needed  "  regulating"  about  there,  that  if  it  did  they 
would  "  straighten  it  out." 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  this  man  for  T 

Anmrer.  1  believe  it  was  because  he  sa^d  ho  was  not  in  favor  of  Kn-Klux.  They  had 
asked  him  several  times  if  he  was  in  favor  of  Ku-Klnx ;  his  neighbors  passing  along 
wonld  ask  him  this,  and  ha,  would  tell  them  that  he  was  not.  I  suppose  they  wanted 
to  get  him  out  of  the  neighborhood,  and  took  that  way  of  running  him  offl 

Question.  You  say  he  spoke  of  other  whippings  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Yus,  sir ;  he  said  he  had  heard  of  several  being  whipped  in  his  immediate 
neighborhood.  '  * 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  had  a  family ;  and  his  wife  and  daughter  both  came  up  and 
gave  their  testimony.  If  I  recollect  aright  I  think  his  wife  iiulled  up  her  sleeve  aud 
showed  where  One  of  the  Ku-Klux  had  wr^iched  her  arm.  She  said  they  had  put  a 
pistol  to  her  head  and  threatened  to  shoot  her  if  she  hallooed. 

Question.  What  did  they  tell  him  was  the  reason  for  the  attack  f 

Answer.  1  believe  they  said  to  him,  •*  You  are  one  that  ain't  in  Cavor  of  Ku-Klux ;  we 
have  been  wanting  to  get  hold  of  you  for  a  long  time." 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  considered  a  good  Union  man. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Ansu>er.  1  do  not  know  about  that.  He  told  me  he  was  not  in  favor  of  Ku-Kluxism. 
He  is  a  poor  man.  and  I  should  think  he  wonld  be  a  republican  if  ho  is  not. 

Question.  Did  tney  say  anything  to  him  about  politics  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  think  tney  did.  I  think  the  most  they  got  after  him  for  was 
that  he  was  a  man  that  was  not  in  favor  of  the  Ku-Klux,  or  was  not  afraid  of  Ku-Klux, 
or  something  like  that ;  and  they  came  around  to  show  him  that  they  would  regulate 
things  ^nerally. 

Questwn.  Can  you  state  any  other  oases  which  were  brought  before  you  from  that 
county? 
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AMwer,  There  was  Warmonth's  case.  I  think  in  his  ease  threats  were  the  principal 
thing:  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  him  any  personal  injury.  He  was  a  Joryman 
afterward ;  we  put  him  on  the  jury ;  he  was  afraid  to  go  heme.  He  has  a  steam-mill 
down  there ;  and  I  believe  they  told  him  the  best  thing  he  could  do  was  not  to  put  up 
that  steam-miU,  for  if  he  did  he  could  not  run  it  long. 

Question.  Who  is  Warmouth  T 

Afimrer,  He  was  a  Juryman  on  our  jury. 

Question.  A  white  man  T 

Anstcer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  he  been  living  in  Mississippi  a  long  time  f 

Anstcer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  he  is  an  old  citizen. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  think  threats  were  the  principal  thing.  They  drove  him  to  Oxford;  I 
believe  they  were  around  his  house  several  nights.  I  think  that  was  his  statement. 
They  got  him  worked  up  to  such  a  state  of  mind  that  he  concluded  that  they  would 
kill  him  anyhow  if  he  staid  there,  so  he  came  to  Oxford  and  reported. 

Question.  Is  he  a  republican  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  good  republican. 

Qtiestion.  What  was  the  complaint  against  him  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know,  unless  it  wfljs  his  politics.  I  don't  know  what  elM. 
They  asked  him,  I  believe,  if  ne  was  in  favor  of  Ku-Klux,  &c.  He  told  them  no,  be 
was  opposed  to  all  such  things.  They  seemed  to  take  a  notion  to  go  round  and  faa  out 
these  fellows. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question.  How  long  before  the  session  of  the  grand  jury  did  this  thing  happen  T 
Answer.  1  think  it  was  in  May  ;  it  had  just  freshly  happened. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Did  it  occur  after  he  had  been  summoned  to  serve  on  the  grand  jury? 

Ansujer.  No,  sir ;  we  put  him  on  the  grand  jury  after  he  got  there,  f  think,  as  we  did 
two  others  whose  names  I  cannot  think  of. 

Question.  Did  he  mention  any  other  cases  as  having  occurred  in  his  county? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  ho  simply  corroborated  the  statement  of  this  other  man  about  gen- 
eral whipping  around  there.  He  had  heard  of  several  whippings  iu  that  neighbor- 
hood— **  regnlatin^  things,"  as  they  called  it. 

Question.  Whippings  of  colored  people  f 

Ansxoer.  Yes,  sir,  and  threatening  whites. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  came  before  yon. 

Answer.  There  was  a  whipping  up  on  the  railroad  at  Corinth.  Some  railroad  hands 
(the  name  of  their  section  boss  was,  I  think,  Hani  in  or  Hanley)  were  going  homo  from 
their  work  about  sundown  one  night.  One  of  tho  colored  men  was  overtaken  by  a 
disguised  party  of  men,  Ku-KIux,  who  tied  his  hands  and  feet  to  the  rails ;  they  then 
got  a  ten-foot  pole,  and  each  one  hit  him  so  many  licks  apiece ;  they  beat  him  until  he 
could  not  halloo.  Some  of  them  testified  that  they  left  him  there  for  the  cars  to  run  over, 
but  for  some  reason  they  loosened  him  till  the  cars  passed.  They  then  went  to  the  section- 
house,  where  the  tools  were  stored.  A  lot  of  other  colored  men  were  there,  and  they 
took  them  all  out  and  whipped  them.  This  colored  man  that  they  tied  to  the  raiU, 
they  said  he  had  a  pistol  at  his  house,  and  these  men  went  down  to  his  house,  a  short 
distance  from  the  road,  to  hunt  for  his  pistol.  It  was  also  stated  that  they  went  to 
Hanlby's  house  and  got  a  rope  to  tie  him  with.  They  came  back  aft«r  a  while.  I  believe 
they  carried  them  tdl  up  the  road  a  piece  and  turned  them  loose,  saying  to  them,  "  Be 
good  boys  and  it  will  be  all  right." 

Question.  How  many  were  whipped  on  that  occasion  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  exactly — only  four  or  five. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  present  ? 

Answer.  He  said  there  were  six  disguised  men,  and  ho  thinks  there  were  some 
eight  or  ten  others  that  gnarded  the  negroes,  while  they  went  to  hunt  for  the  pistc^. 

Question.  How  many  were  engaged  in  whipping  these  men  ? 

A7UfU)er.  He  statod  that  they  all  hit  him  so  many  licks  apiece. 

Question.   How  many  disguised  men  were  present  altogether? 

Answer.  We  just  had  to  guess  the  best  way  we  could.  He  knew  there  were  alx  there, 
and  he  thought  there  were  ten  more  who  guarded  the  colored  men ;  that  would  mskt 
sixteen.    I  think  that  4s  about  the  number  he  said  there  was. 

(luestion.  Can  you  state  anything  further  iu  regard  to  that  afiair  T 

Answer.  That  is  about  as  far  as  we  went.  I  believe  he  showed  us  his  back  where  he 
was  whipped. 

Question.  Were  there  any  other  whippings  in  that  neighborhood  t 

Anstcer.  Not  that  we  heard  of.  That  was  the  principal  cose.  They  had  threatened 
those  colored  men  several  times  previous,  and  finally  they  went  thero  and  gave  them 
this  whipping. 
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QitesHon,  What  did  they  whip  these  colored  men  for  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know.  The  only  satisfaction  they  gave  them  was  to  tell  them  to 
'*  go  home  and  be  good  boys  after  this,  and  not  to  be  saucy." 

Question,  Was  anything  said  abont  their  politics  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nothing  of  that  sort. 

Question,  State  any  other  case. 

Answer.  There  was  a  gentleman  Irr  the  name  of  Bir.  Lee,  a  grand  jnryman,  who  got 
np  in  the  grand  jury  room  and  stated  what  he  knew.  Ho  said  that  some  time  in  Feb- 
ruary, I  think  it  was— either  in  February  or  March  of  this  year — some  of  his  neighbors 
wanted  to  kill  a  colored  man  on  his  place ;  I  do  not  know  for  what;  but  they  offered 
money  to  a  colored  man  who  goes  by  the  name  of  **  Confederate  Sam,"  so  he  testifies, 
to  get  this  other  colored  man  out  from  his  cabin  over  to  his  house,  so  that  they  could 
get  to  shoot  him.  '^  Confederate  Sam  "  finally  took  the  offer  and  got  the  colored  man 
over  there,  and  the  negro  was  eventually  shot  at  that  house.  I  l^lieve  he  was  killed 
right  in  ftt>nt  of  the  house.  They  then  had  a  coroner's  examination  the  next  morning. 
One  of  the  parties  who  killed  him  was  a  doctor,  whose  name  I  do  not  remember.  Mr. 
Lc»  named  him  and  several  men  who,  he  was  pretty  sure,  had  a  hand  in  the  killing. 
There  was  some  grudge  against  the  colored  man,  I  believe,  for  some  reason  ;  and  in 
the  next  place  they  were  mad  with  him  because  he  led  this  doctor's  place  and  '^ent  to 
work  on  the  place  of  Mr.  Lee,  who  was  a  good  Union  man.  Mr.  Lee  killed  some  three 
or  four  men  soon  after  the  surrender,  who  came  there  to  drive  him  off  because  he  was 
a  Union  man.  He  got  his  gun  out  and  blazed  away  at  them,  and  brought  down  three. 
Mr.  Lee  and  Judge  Hill  were  talking  abont  the  affair.  He  said  he  recollected  Lee  very 
well.  Lee  was  a  good  Union  man,  and  these  men  were  mad  to  think  that  this  negro 
bad  gone  to  work  on  his  place,  and  would  not.  stay  with  them. 

Quetsian,  How  many  men  were  present  when  this  negro  was  shot  T 

Answer,  I  don't  know.  I  think  "  Confederate  Sam  "  said  he  was  too  much  scared  to 
go  over  and  see  abont  it.  Mr.  Lee,  with  a  coroner  and  some  fonr  or  five  others,  went 
over  next  morning  to  see  the  body.  I  believe  the  finding  was,  that  the  negro  came  to 
his  death  by  a  shot  from  a  gun. 

Question,  Were  the  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  think  Mr.  Lee  testified  they  were. 

Question,  When  did  that  case  occur? 

Answer.  I  think  it  occurred  in  February  or  March ;  I  cannot  say  which. 

Question.  Can  you  relate  any  other  occurrence  of  similar  character  in  that  neighbor- 
hood f 

Answer.  That  is  all  that  I  remember  about  Corinth.  There  was  another  case  there, 
where  a  store  was  broken  into.  A  young  man  turned  State's  evidence,  and  said  that 
he  had  been  on  several  raids,  whippiD|;[  and  one  thiu^  or  another ;  that  they  asked  him 
to  go  into  it ;  that  when  he  got  in  he  lound  himself  m  a  bad  box ;  so  he  turned  State's 
evidence  in  regard  to  buying  whisky  several  times  from  a  gentleman's  store  and  not 
paying  for  it. 

Question.  Who  bought  whisky  without  paying  for  it  ? 

Anstcer.  These  three  or  four  Ku-Klux.  The  youn<'  man  turned  State's  evidence  on 
them.    I  think  he  is  about  eighteen  years  old  ;  his  nome  is  in  Tennessee. 

Question,  What  did  he  state  about  the  matter  f 

Answer,  He  stated  that  they  had  bought  the  whisky  and  that  they  whipped  some 
men  there. 

Question.  Who  bought  the  whisky  t 

Answer  These  Ku-KIux  men  (I  am  trying  to  t^ink  of  their  names)  came  there  in 
disguise  and  bought  the  whisky. 

Question,  How  many  t 

AnsuyBT,  I  think  he  said  four  of  them.  They  said  they  were  Eu-Elux,  going  out  on  a 
little  ride ;  thtit  they  would  be  around  again  and  would  pay  him.  The  gentleman  had 
a  store,  I  think,  three  or  four  miles  north  of  Corinth  ;  he  Kept  groceries  and  one  thing 
or  another.  They  played  off  that  trick  on  him  two  or  three  times,  getting  whisky 
without  paying  for  it ;  and  they  went  around  and  whipped  two  or  three  persons  on 
two  or  three  different  nights.  Finally,  I  believe,  they  csftne  to  this  man  who  kept  the 
store  and  threatened  to  shoot  him.  So  he  was  brought  to  Oxford  to  testify  against 
those  fellows.  He  had  them  arrested,  and  then  this  young  man  came  up  and  turned 
State's  evidence. 

Question,  What  did  they  do  to  the  man  who  kept  the  store  T 

Answer,  The  most  they  did  to  him  was  to  threaten  him  and  refuse  to  pay  for  what 
they  got ;  I  forget  whether  they  broke  into  his  store  or  not.  I  think  he  said  they  beat 
on  the  door,  so  that  he  was  afraid  they  would  beat  it  in,  and  he  had  to  let  them  in. 

Question,  Were  there  only  four  men  present  f 

Answer,  Four  men,  all  disguised.  The  evidence  of  the  gentleman  who  owns  the 
store,  and  of  the  young  man  who  turned  State's  evidence,  agreed  all  through. 

Question.  Did  the  man  who  turned  State's  evidence  belong  to  the  K«-£lux  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  Did  he  say  there  were  bat  foarf 

Answer.  He  said  that  those  fonr  were  aU  who  were  there ;  hut  he  said  there  were 
others  who  beloneed.  He  said  he  belooged  in  Tennessee ;  that  he  had  just  come  down 
on  a  visit ;  that  l^ey  asked  him  to  go  along,  and  he  did  not  think  there  was  much  haim 
in  it. 

Question.  Did  he  mention  the  number  who  belonged  to  the  order  in  Tennessee  t 

Anstcer.  He  said  there  had  been  a  good  many  op  there,  but  he  did  not  think  thert 
were  many  now.  He  had  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux  np  in  Tennessee^  and  came  down  to 
Mississippi  on  a  visit,  and  those  friends  of  his  got  him  into  it. 

Question.  Did  he  say  he  was  on  two  or  three  raids  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  two  or  three,  around  Corinth,  there. 

Question.  What  did  they  do  those  two  or  three  nights  T 

Anwer.  Thejy^  whipped  two  or  three  colored  people. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  how  they  whipped  them  t 

Ansioer.  No,  sir ;  with  bushes,  I  think  he  said. 

Question.  Did  he  give  the  names  of  those  whipped  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  did ;  I  am  pretty  sure  be  aid ;  but  I  don't  remember  their  nameii 

Question.  Did  he  state  what  the  Ku-Klux  organization  was  formed  for  f 

Answer.  To  *^  regulate  things.''    They  call  themselves  '^  regulators.'' 

Question.  To  "  regulate  things"  how  t 

Answer.  Well,  to  suit  themselves. 

Question.  What  sort  of  things  were  they  to  regulate  ? 

Answer.  Well,  if  a  colored  man  was  not  doing  to  suit  them — that  is,  if  they  thouzht 
he  had  no  business  working  on  a  certain  man's  place,  and  the^  took  a  notion  that  they 
wanted  him,  they  would  have  him,  or  they  would  run  him  off.  Their  object  is  just  to 
keep  the  state  of  affiairs  according  to  their  notion. 

Question.  Was  anything  said  about  politics  or  voting? 

Anstoer.  No,  sir ;  nothing  was  said  about  that.  One  object  seemed  to  be  robbery. 
He  said  he  thought  they  Just  pitched  in  to  make  money. 

Question.  Did  you  have  before  you  any  other  oases  of  whipping  from  other  portion! 
of  the  State  f 

Answer.  I  have  stated  about  all  I  recollect  now.  There  were  a  great  many  cases; 
we  heard  so  many  witnesses  that  we  would  be  in  the  court-room  at  7  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  would  stay  there,  sometimes,  till  9  o'clock  at  night,  only  stopping  half  aa 
hour  for  dinner. 

Question.  Tell  us  what  you  heard  daring  that  session  of  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  There  was  so  much  came  before  us  that  I  cannot  recollect,  except  tbeee  par- 
ticular cases,  where  the  parties  would  exhibit  their  backs.  Several  colored  men  came 
there  and  showed  us  their  backs  where  they  had  been  whipped. 

Question.  Did  witnesses  come  before  you  from  different  parts  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  Oh,  yes,  sir,  from  all  around ;  and  they  were  afraid  to  go  back.  They  are 
just  staying  in  Oxford  now  at  the  expense  of  the  Qovemment.  It  would  never  do  for 
them  to  go  back  after  testifying. 

By  Mr.  Bccklbt  : 

Question,  Why  not  f 

Answer.  Well,  if  they  went  home,  I  do  not  believe  they  would  ever  be  able  to  come 
back  again.  They  would  make  way  with  them ;  or,  if  they  did  not  make  way  wiOk 
them,  they  would  devil  them  so  much  that  they  would  have  no  peace. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Did  the  witnesses  beA)re  you  report  any  other  cases  of  whipping  t 

Ansu^er.  No,  sir,  not  that  I  can  think  of. 

Question.  Were  there  only  three  or  four  cases  of  whipping  in  the  wholes  State  ? 

Answer.  Oh,  no ;  it  was  whipping  all  over. 

Question.  How  many  cases  of  whipping  were  there  t 

Ansicer,  I  think  that  there  were  twenty  cases  that  they  reported — whipping  and 
shooting,  too.  Sometimes  they  would  whip  them,  and  sometimes  they  would  take 
them  out  and  shoot  them.  There  was  one  case  in  which  a  man  named  Solomon  Triplet 
was  mnrdered. 

QuesUon.  State  all  you  know  of  that  case. 

Answer.  He  was  a  colored  man,  who,  I  think,  lived  on  old  Jack  Triplet's  place. 

Question.  When  was  this  murder  committed  f 

Answer.  It  was  done  this  year. 

Question.  Where  T 

Answer.  At  Macon. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  about  that  case. 

Answer,  A  body  of  disguised  men  came  there,  called  him  out,  and  took  him  ofL 

Question.  Who  did  thatT  / 

Answer,  The  Kn-Klnx — a  disguised  body  of  men. 

Question,  How  many  were  present  f 
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Antwer.  There  ia  no  tellis(B^  how  many.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  there 
irere  thirty,  and  another  said  there  were  fifty.  We  coald  not  arrive  at  the  correct 
number. 

QuixHcm,  Did  they  co  to  his  honse  at  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  to  his  house  at  night,  calTed  him  out,  and  carried  him 
away  off  into  the  woods :  I  believe  they  carried  him  quite  a  distance — out  of  hearing. 
They  wound  around  in  the  bushes  and  thickets  for  a  while,  uutil  finally  they  came  to 
a  stand.  They  had  three  or  four  colored  men  go  along  with  them  to  get  him  out. 
They  put  white  clothes  on  these  colored  men,  armed  them  with  pistols,  and  put  them 
on  horseback. 

Questum,  How  did  they  get  these  colored  men  to  go  with  them  f 

Answer,  They  took  them  by  force  and  told  them  they  must  go  along.  They  took 
this  colored  man,  bound  his  hands,  and  carried  him  off  into  the  woods.  I  believe  they 
tied  a  rope  round  his  neck.  One  of  the  witnesses  testified  that  they  hung  him  up  and 
let  him  down  again ;  another  said  that  he  did  not  think  they  hung  him  up  at  all,  but 
just  led  him  along.  They  took  the  bed-cord  from  a  bed  in  the  house.  When  they  got 
to  the  place  where  they  stopped  they  stood  him  up  aud  made  two  of  these  colored  mcb, 
who  turned  State's  evidence,  take  guns  and  help  shoot  him  down.  One  said  he  refused 
to  shoot,  and  they  pushed  him  out  of  the  way  and  let  the  others  stand  there.  He 
thinks  there  were  some  five  or  six  who  shot  all  at  one  time  and  killed  the  man. 

Question,  Were  there  fifty  persons  present  when  that  was  done  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  A  large  number  stood  back  with  their  horses ;  and  the  three  or  four 
colored  men,  and  the  same  number,  I  suppose,  of  white  men,  went  on  away  from  the  others, 
and  shot  the  man.  They  shot  him  down,  knocked  his  head  in — broke  it  with  a  hoe  or 
something  of  that  kind ;  and  I  think  one  of  them  states  that  they  cUt  bis  insides  out. 
Another  one  does  not  state  that ;  they  do  not  agree  very  well  on  that  point.  But  at 
any  rate  he  was  shot,  his  head  was  knocked  in,  aud  when  found  he  had  a  rox>e  tied 
round  his  neck.  A  colored  man,  the  next  neighbor  on  the  plantation,  heard  the  shoot- 
ing and  followed  them  up.  He  was  one  of  the  witnesses  lor  the  State.  He  followed 
them  up  so  far  as  he  dared,  to  see  where  they  were,  and  then  ran  home.  I  do  not  reiuem- 
ber  his  last  name ;  his  first  name  is  Jehu.  It  rained  that  night.  The  next  morning 
he  jumped  up  and  followed  the  tracks,  until  he  came  to  the  place  where  he  had  seen 
the  main  body  of  men  staying  back,  while  eight  or  ten  went  ahead  into  the  thicket. 
He  found  a  place  where  he  noticed  some  fresh  dirt.  He  went  up  to  it,  and  on  the  top 
he  found  some  leaves.  He  raked  the  leaves  off.  He  made  one  pretty  light  grab,  but 
did  not  see  anything ;  he  went  a  little  deeper,  and  after  making  two  or  tm*ee  grabs,  he 
got  hold  of  a  man's  beard.  He  knew  right  off  that  this  was  the  man  who  had  been 
taken  off.  He  dropped  everything  and  ran,  aud  never  stopped  till  he  got  home.  He 
reported  the  fact  to  the  man  on  whose  place  he  was  living.  A  body  of  men  went  with 
the  coroner  and  this  colored  man.  I  think  tiiey  went  out  te  hold  an  inquest.  When 
they  got  to  the  place  they  found  the  body  of  a  man  iu  a  little  grave.  He  had  been 
buried  about  a  foot  and  a  half  in  the  ground.  He  had  a  rope  around  his  neck,  aud 
his  head  was  broken  in.    This  was  all  that  Jehu  could  testify. 

Queatian,  Who  were  engaged  in  that  murder  f 

Answer,  These  Ku-Klux.  He  gave  some  names;  I  cannot  remember  them;  but  they 
were  the  same  men  that  were  in  this  scrape  and  several  others.  They  were  all 
indicted.  In  each  indictment  there  would  be  pretty  much  the  same  parties.  I  thiuk 
Charlie  Doss  was  called  the  captain  of  that  squad. 

QueaHsn,  Where  was  that  f 

Answer,  Down  close  to  Macon. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  any  other  outrages  committed  by  disguised  men  in  that 
neighborhood  or  locality  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  I  cannot  state  them  with  accuracy. 

Question,  How  many  of  such  cases — many  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  were  four  other  murder  cases.  I  cannot  recollect  the  names 
of  the  parties,  or  exactly  how  they  were  killed.   I  know  that  most  of  them  were  shot. 

Question,  Were  they  all  colored  men  who  were  killed  T 

Answer,  All  colored  men. 

Question.  Were  they  killed  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  This  same  "Charlie  D^  crowd,"  as  they  were  called,  were  every 
one  of  them  in  six  different  true  bills,  which  we  found  for  conspiracy. 

Question.  Were  these  killings  done  at  difierent  times,  or  aU  on  one  night  f 

Answer,  They  were  all  done  within  a  month ;  there  would  be  two  or  three  days  be- 
tween one  and  another ;  they  ran  straight  *ieng. 

Question,  What  did  those  men  have  against  Triplet  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know ;  I  cannot  saj  what.  I  think  there  was  an  old  grudge,  though. 
That  is  what  one  of  the  witnesses  said ;  that  his  master,  old  Jack  Triplet,  nad  an  old 
grudge  against  him  and  took  that  way  of  settling  it.  There  is  one  circumstance  about 
this  old  mau.  Jack  Triplet ;  they  say  he  had  children  by  this  colored  man's  wife ;  that 
Solomon  Triplet  lived  on  his  place;  and  it  is  probable  that  that  may  have  had  some- 
thing to  do  with  putting  him  out  of  the  way. 
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Qite8tion.  Was  there  any  whipping  by  that  crowd  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  several  whippings.  We  wotild  ask  the  witnesses  whether  they 
knew  any  other  whippings ;  and  they  wonM  always  say  that  they  heard  of  plenty 
more,  bnt  that  they  could  simply  tell  the  localities ;  that  they  did  not  know  any  names ; 
that  they  had  heard  of  this  and  that. 

Qtiesiion,  From  how  many  different  counties  do  you  8upx>06e  you  had  witnesses  before 
you  in  tl\at  iuvestigation  f 

Ansurer,  From  Chickasaw,  Choctaw,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Noxubee,  and  Pontotoc. 

Question,  Any  other  counties  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  any  more.  Almost  all  the  devilment  was  in  Noxubee, 
Lowndes,  and  Octibbeha.  Right  down  there  seemed  to  be  the  nest  of  these  operatioos. 
That  is  a  prairie  country,  most  of  it. 

Question.  How  many  persons  were  indicted  by  your  grand  jury  at  the  last  United 
States  court  f 

Ansicer,  I  think  we  fonnd  thirty-nine  true  bills.  There  were  five,  ten,  fifteen,  and 
sometimes  as  many  as  twenty-five,  in  one  indictment.  There  were,  I  think,  five  bills 
in  coses  connected  with  the  revAue;  but  tliere  were  thirty-nine  against  Ku-Klnx. 

Question.  While  these  investigations  were  going  on,  wete  you  present  at  the  session  of 
Judge  HilPs  court  T 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  was  impossible,  because  the  grand  Jury  was  sitting  at  the  same 
time.  As  a  general  thing,  we  were  kept  busy  all  the  time.  Our  district  attorney  was 
nearly  worked  to  death,  be  had  so  much  to  do. 

Question.  Did  the  witnesses  before  you  represent  the  efiect  these  operations  of  the 
Ku-Itlux  had  in  the  community  t 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir.  They  said  almost  everybody  feared  them  who  wa«*  not  in  league 
with  them  and  did  not  favor  the  Ku-Klux.  Of  course  people  were  afraid  of  them,  for 
they  did  not  know  whom  they  would  pitch  into  next,  or  what  they  would  do.  The 
most  reason  that  they  would  assign  for  this  whipping  and  so  forth,  where  there  were 
any  schools,  was  that  they  were  determined  to  break  up  this  school  businom — that 
they  were  not  going  to  have  any  schools  gQin^  on,  especially  among  the  negroes. 

Question,  Did  you  notice  whether  the  operations  of  this  organization  were  directed 
principally  against  colored  men  t 

Answer,  They  were  principally  against  colored  men.  Whenever  they  could  catch  a 
white  republican  who  was  not  in  favor  of  the  Ku-Klux  business,  they  would  generally 
find  a  way  to  get  rid  of  him,  or  oust  him  in  some  way.  . 

Question.  Was  there  any  disturbance  of  the  court  while  it  was  in  session  f 

Ansumr,  Yes^^sir. 

Question,  State  the  particulars  of  that  occurrence. 

Anstver.  If  you  want  me  to  state  them  on  my  personal  knowledge,  I  cannot  do  it. 

Question.  State  what  you  heard. 

Answer.  One  day  I  left  the  jury-room ;  we  had  acyoumed  till  5  o'clock.  The  habeas 
corpus  case  was  going  on.  They  wanted  to  liberate  these  prisoners  ofl  bonds.  The 
hearing  of  that  case  was  going  on.  All  of  us,  of  course,  were  interested  to  see  whether 
our  work  was  going  to  amount  to  anything;  we  did  not  want  it  all  thrown  away;  if 
it  was,  we  proposed  to  stop  at  once  au«l  hear  no  more  cases.  While  that  case  waspro- 
ceeding  we  heard  that  Colouel  Lamar  addressed  the  judge  to  have  a  man  named  Wiss- 
ler  arrested.  He  said  he  believed  him  to  be  a  dangerous  man,  and  he  wanted  him 
arrested.  Wissler  had  been  sitting  on  the  steps  listening  to  the  judge.  Ho  got  up  and 
was  walking  out  of  the  hall  on  tip-toe,  when  Lamar  said,  "Arrest  that  man?  Wissler 
turned  and  quietly  sat  down.  Lamar  told  him  very  impudently  to  sit  down,  and  ho 
did  sit  down.  Lamar  went  on  to  make  a  tirade  against  nim,  representing  him  as  one 
of  the  worst  men  in  the  country.  He  said  he  had  come  down  there  to  swear  these  men's 
lives  away.  After  he  had  finished  speaking,  Mr.  Wissler  got  up  to  address  the  judge. 
He  said,  "  If  your  honor  pleaSe,  if  I  have  insulted  this  man,  I  apologize  for  it."  Before 
he  had  got  out  more  than  a  few  words  Lamar  took  a  chair  and  told  him  to  sit  down  or 
he  would  niake  him  do  it.  One  of  the  deputies  ran  up  and  told  Lamar  to  keep  the 
peaoe.  Lamar  t^)ld  him  to  go  away,  saying,  "  How  dare  you  approach  me  f"  Then  tiie 
United  States  marshal,  Mr.  Pierce,  advanced  to  him,  ordering  him  to  keep  the  peace. 
As  soon  as  he  got  within  striking  distance  Lamar  struck  him  and  knocked  him  down. 
He  fell  into  a  chair,  or  he  would  have  fallen  to  the  ground.  Then  there  was  all  hubbub 
in  the  court  for  some  time.  You  could  not  hear  your  ears  for  the  stamping  and  hal- 
looing and  cheering. 

question.  Who  did  that  f 

Answer.  The  prisoners.  Three  of  the  prisoners  jumped  up  and  began  to  hurrah.  The 
citizens  took  part  also.  You  could  not  tell  exactly  who  it  was,  there  was  such  a  hnr-' 
rah  and  excitement.  I  believe  there  were  three  soldiers  guarding  the  passage-way,  to 
keep  the  prisoners  from  making  their  escape.  In  the  mean  time  Mr.  Emer^,  the  me- 
man  of  the  grand  jury,  went  down  and  got  some  troops  and  quelled  the  distarbanoe. 
Then  Judge  Hill  had  Lamar's  name  stricken  from  the  roll  of  attorneys. 

Question.  Was  Lamar  defending  the  prisoners  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  air ;  ho  was  counsel  for  the  Ku-Kliix.  One  of  the  lawyers — ^I  am  trying 
to  think  of  his  name — who  was  defending  the  Ku-Klux,  told  them  that  if  they  did  not 
go  hack  and  take  their  seats  (some  of  them  had  rushed  over  the  bar)  he  would  not 
attend  to  their  case  any  longer.  By  this  means  he  made  them  go  b&ck  and  resume 
their  places. 

Questum.  You  mean  the  prisoners  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  maae  the  prisoners  go  back  and  get  into  the  ranks.  This  law- 
yer, alonff  with  Judge  Gholson,  was  defending  the  Ku-Klux.  Colonel  Lamar's  name 
was  stricKen  from  the  rolls,  but  finally,  before  the  grand  jury  broke  up,  it  was  proposed 
by  Mi*  Wells,  the  district  attorney,  thiat  it  should  be  restored.  That  action  on  the  part 
of  Wells  was  taken  through  policy,  to  get  these  fellows  under  bonds  and  have  them 
branded  as  murderers  when  they  got  out,  in  which  he  succeeded.  Mr.  Wells  did  the 
best  he  could  under  the  circumstances. . 

Qu€$lwn,  What  sort  of  circumstances  do  you  mean  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  he  thought  it  pretty  dangerous.  The  people  all  seemed  to  be 
inclined  toward  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  black  people  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  white  people.  There  is  no  trouble  with  the  black  x>eop]e.  I 
suppose  most  of  us  found  that  it  was  pretty  hard  work  prosecuting  Ku-Klux.  Tliey 
would  occasionally  throw  out  their  slurs  at  us,  saying,  ^'A  pretty-looking  grand  jury,'' 
aud  such  things  as  that. 

Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  intimidate  or  interfere  w^ith  witnesses  who  were 
sent  before  you  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  One  man  concerned  in  that  was  Lawyer  Sykes,  from  Aberdeen. 
This  man,  *'  Confederate  Sum,''  had  been  before  the  grand  jury.  When  be  first  began 
to  testify  he  would  tell  a  little,  and  then  he  would  drop  off  again  ;  we  knew  he  was 
lying;  and  we  told  him,  ^'  There  is  no  use  in  talking  in  that  way';  you  may  either  t^U 
us  the  whole  truth,  or  go  back  to  jail,"  w.here  he  was  being  kept  as  a  witness.  He  then 
up  and  told  the  whole  story  about  being  bribed  with  money,  &o.  After  his  releaAe, 
Sykes  met  him  the  next  morning  in  front  of  the  hotel  in  Oxford  and  was  questioning 
him  about  what  ho  had  said ;  at  least  the  negro  said  he  did.  Two  of  our  jurymen  were 
standing  there — Blevins.  a  colored  man,  and  Suttle — both,  I  believe,  from  Abenleeu. 
Sykes  said  to  Blevins,  "What  sort  of  scoundrels  ai'e  you  to  take  negroes  and  compel 
them  to  testify  XojJk  whole  pack  of  lies  ?"  He  then  asKed  whether  *'  Confederate  Sam  " 
had  not  been  told  in  the  grand  jury  that  if  he  did  not  testify  so  and  so  they  would  put 
him  in  jail.  Blevins  said,  "■  We  did  not  tell  him  any  such  thing.  We  told  him  if  he 
did  not  choose  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  he  need  not  tell  anything,  but  could  go  back  to 
jail.  That  is  the  way  we  tell  all  witnesses.  If  they  choose  to  tell  anything,  we  want 
them  to  tell  the  whole  truth ;  otherwise  they  need  not  tell  us  anything.'' 

Question.  Was  any  witness  tampered  with  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  witness  was  tampered  with  right  there  by  Sykes,  who  also 
charged  our  jury  as  being  a  packed  jur^.  Judge  Hill  made  him  take  up  his  traps  aud 
leave :  he  would  not  allow  him  to  practice  in  that  court.  He  had  been  counsel  lor  the 
Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Bo  you  mean  to  say  that  the  judge  disbarred  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  tampering  with  a  witness. 

QuesHcn,  Was  his  name  stricken  from  the  roll  of  attorneys  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  so.  The  result  was  that  he  could  not  go  any  further  with 
those  Ku-Klnx  cases ;  so  he  took  up  his  baggage  and  left. 

Question,  Was  bis  offense  tampering  with  witnesses? 

Answer.  With  witnesses  and  with  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  Was  he  engaged  as  counsel  for  the  prisoners  f 

^it«u?er.  Yes,  sir;  for  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Was  any  defense  of  Mr.  Sykes  made  before  the  court  f 

Answer.  Ko,  sir.  He  just  thought,  I  suppose,  thai  he  had  better  go,  and  he  left.  He 
knew  that  he  had  been  tam)>ering  with  those  parties. 

Question,  Do  you  consider  life  aud  property  safe  in  that  section  of  Mississippi  where 
these  occurences  took  place  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  as  long  as  those  Ku-Klux  are  there — those  organized  bands  of 
disguised  men  ;*  of  course,  under  such  circumstances  life  and  property  cannot  be  safe. 
From  everything  we  had  before  us  in  the  grand  jury,  I  know  that  there  must  be  danger, 
especially  for  anybody  who  is  not  in  favor  of  these  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  the  colored  men  seem  to  bo  much  frightened  ? 

Austcer,  Yes,  sir :  the  main  thing  is,  they  do  not  appear  willing  to  testify ;  they  are 
afiraifl  of  what  will  happen  to  them  when  they  go  home  again  ;  they  say,  "  If  we^tell 
this  we  will  catch  it  when  we  ^o  home."  We  tell  them  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  and 
'we  YriU  take  care  of  them  in  Oxtord.  We  let  them  stay  there,  and  giye  them  something 
to  do. 

Question,  Do  witnesses  8Ay  that  they  have  been  threatened  with  iojury  in  case  they 
tell  what  they  know  t 
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Answer.  O,  yes ;  these  colored  men  of  whom  I  have  spoken  were  along  with  the  En* 
Klax;  and  if  they  reveal  any  of  the  secrets  of  the  order  it  is  punishable  with  death. 

Question.  What  class  of  men  appeared  to  have  control  of  this  Kn-Klox  organizotioat 

Ansiver,  It  appeared  that  generally  they  were  pretty  well  oflf;  two-thirds  ot  them 
would  be  considered  well  oft*,  and  the  balance  of  them  are  poor  fellows. 

Question.  Are  these  men  white  men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Men  of  fair  standing  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Quetftion.  Men  of  mature  age  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  most  of  them  twenty-five  or  thirty — ^from  that  all  the  way  np  to 
old  men. 

Question.  Are  some  as  old  as  fifty? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  old  Jack  Triplet  is  sixty;  we  consider  him  a  pretty  bad  case;  he 
is  worth  $50,000  or  $60,000. 

Question.  Does  lie  appear  to  be  implicated  in  these  things  t 

Aiiswer.  We  indicted  him  in  two  or  three  oases ;  he  was  in  the  party  I  told  you  of; 
I  think  we  have  got  them  safe  if  they  do  not  run  off  and  forfeit  their  bonds.  We  did 
not  want  them  to  be  released  at  all ;  we  wanted  to  keep  them  there  iu  coafinflment ; 
we  thought  they  were  safest  in  Jail. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

Question.  In  the  course  of  your  examination,  did  yon  hear  of  any  members  of  the 
democratic  party  being  whipped  by  the  Ku-Kluxt 

Ansv?er.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  heard  it  there  or  through  the  papers ;  but  I  know 
that  there  was  a  democratic  gentleman  whipped  iu  Pontot>oc  County  for  teaching  a 
colored  school ;  that  was  directly  before  the  Pontotoc  raid — the  Floumoy  affair ;  I  do 
not  know  whether  the  case  was  before  us,  or  whether  I  read  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  Why  are  those  men  hostile  to  colored  schools? 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  is  because  they  have  to  help  pay  for  educating  the  colored  folks; 
I  do  not  see  what  else  it  could  be. 

Question.  Is  there  any  fear  of  negro  equality  ? 

Answer.  O,  no ;  they  do  not  fear  that ;  but  they  do  not  like  the  idea  of  helping  to  pay 
for  keeping  up  their  schools :  that  is  at  the  bottom  of  the  matter. 

Question.  Are  democrats  an'aid  of  the  Ku-Klnx? 

An«wer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

(luestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  prosecutions  in  the  State  courts  for  any  of  these 
crimes? 

Anstver.  I  think  this  fellow  McLachlan  went  before  the  mayor  and  stated  his  case, but 
they  did  not  do  anything  with  it. 

Question.  Has  nobody  belonging  to  the  Eu-Klux  been  tried  and  convicted  in  any  of 
the  State  courts  ? 

AnsU?er.  Not  that  I  know  of;  I  don't  think  they  could  get  justice  done  them  there. 

Question.  Yon  have  stated  as  to  one  party  of  these  men  being  armed ;  did  the  evidence 
go  to  show  what  was  the  condition  genendly  of  the  Ku-Klux  as  to  arms.  What  kind  of 
arms  had  they  ? 

Answer.  They  all  appeared  to  be  armed  with  pistols,  revolvers,  side-arms ;  we  would 
scarcely  ever  hear  of  a  case  where  there  was  a  gun  along,  though  sometimes  they  had 
one  or  two. 

Qtiestion.  Were  these  parties  usually  disguised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  clear  through ;  there  was  hardly  a  party  where  the  members  were 
not  all  disguised. 

Question.  Were  they  mounted  on  horseback,  or  did  they  go  on  foot  ? 

Anstver.  They  were  always  mounted. 

Question.  Did  the  evidence  go  to  show  whether  the  parties  usually  lived  in  the  imme- 
diate neighborhood  where  the  crimes  were  committed,  or  whether  they  sometime6>  or 
generally,  came  from  a  distance? 

Answer.  As  a  general  rule,  it  was  always  supposed  to  be  neighbors — ^right  annuid 
where  the  parties  attacked  lived. 

Question.  Was  there  evidence  going  to  show  that  anybody  had  come  from  other 
States  and  participated  in  these  raids  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  we  heard  through  some  of  the  witnesses  that  parties  had  sdmetimes 
come  from  Alabama  to  assist  iu  Ku-Kluxiug.  But  as  a  general  thing  they  were  all 
cousidered  to  be  neighbors ;  parties  attacked  would  recognize  them  as  their  neighbois. 

Question.  They  knew  them? 

Answer.  They  knew  them  by  their  build,  their  walk,  their  gait,  their  horsea,  their 
way  of  acting.  In  many  cases  they  could  not  help  but  know  them.  Frequently  they 
would  track  them  by  their  horses  right  to  where  tney  came  from. 

Question.  Were  these  men  well  mounted?    Had  they  good  horses  as  a  general  thing? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  as  to  that.  Those  who  had  riding-horses  would  of  coarse 
take  them ;  some  would  take  mules. 
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Quegiion.  Anythingthej  oould  pick  np  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  negroes  whom  they  took  on  their  raids  they  would  always 
provide  with  horses.    They  took  extra  horses  along. 

QwestUm,  There  were  some  negroes  among  the  Kn-Klnx  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  the  evidence  show  in  regard  to  them  f 

Answer,  That  they  were  forced  to  do  it ;  that  they  were  taken  from  their  houses  and 
forced  to  go  along.  • 

t  Question,  Did  any  of  these  negroes  testify  before  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  three  of  them. 

QuesHan,  How  many  were  there  on  those  raids  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  were  five  in  the  Solomon  Triplet  case— four  certainly. 

Qitestion,  How  is  your  county  divided  as  to  negroes  and  whites  f  What  is  the  com- 
parative population  f 

Anmcer.  In  our  county  the  population  is  twenty-nine  thousand.    I  took  the  census. 

Question,  That  is  the  whole  population,  white  and  colored  f 

An$fcer.  Yes,  sir.  It  is  about  equally  divided.  If  anything,  the  republicans  are  gain- 
ing there. 

QueBtionf  So  fttr  as  your  knowledge  extends,  how  do  the  black  and  the  white  popu- 
lation compare  in  numbers  in  the  section  of  the  country  over  which  the  Ku-£lux 
range? 

Answer.  Well,  it  seems  to  be  pretty  thickly  settled  with  colored  folks.  The  white 
people  generally  seem  to  have  large  plantations,  and  depend  on  the  colored  people. 

Question.  How  do  the  colored  people  behave  themselves  f  Are  they  or  are  they  not 
hostile  to  the  whites? 

Answer.  They  all  appear  to  be  perfectly  peaceable.  I  do  not  see  anything  out  of  the 
way  about  them.    They  seem  to  want  to  bo  let  alone. 

Question.  As  a  general  rule,  what  is  the  behavior  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  As  a  general  rule,  all  seem  to  behave  very  well.  Sometimes  we  hear  of  a 
case  where  something  is  stolen. 

Question.  Are  they  not  as  a  general  rule  honest  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qttestion.  And  industrious  ? 

Answer.  Ym,  sir;  they  are  |J1  industrious,  down  our  way  certainly.  They  all  seem 
to  b^  tryin^to  make  a  living.    Farming,  of  course,  is  theii*  main  forte. 

Qites/ioR.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  their  desiie  to  learn,  and^their  actual  attendance 
upon  the  schools  ? 

Answer,  They  desire  to  learn,  and  they  send  their  children  to  school.    In  fact,  the 

Cwn  ones  want  to  go  themselves,  but  g^enerally  they  are  not  able  to,  as  some  one 
to  do  the  work.  We  have  quite  a  flourishing  normal  school  at  Holly  Springs,  and 
several  other  free  schools  in  difi'erent  parts  of  the  country.  They  all  seem  to  be  get- 
ting alon^  very  well.  Wo  have  no  trouble  in  that  respect.  In  fact,  I  believe  the  old 
citizens  all  approve  of>haviug  the  colored  schools.  They  think  it  is  best  that  the 
negroes  should  be  educated. 
Question.  Is  that  the  case  in  your  county? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  say  it  makes  better  laborers  of  them. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  : 

Question.  The  first  case  you  mentioned  was  that  of  Mr.  Eckels.  Is  he  a  native  of 
Mississippi  ? 

Anstrer.  I  suppose  so ;  he  has  been  there  some  time. 

Question.  How  old  a  man  is  he  ? 

Answer.  I  should  t>ake  him  to  be  about  forty-five. 

Question.  Was  he  there  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  sa^ ;  I  did  not  learn  that. 

Qtiestion.  What  is  his  reputation  in  the  community  ? 

Anstver.  So  far  as  we  could  learn,  he  appeared  to  be  an  honest,  straightforward,  hard- 
working man. 

Question.  What  is  his  business  ? 

Answer.  Farming. 

Question.  He  owns  real  estate  there  f 

Anssper.  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  Mr.  Warmouth,  whose  case  you  mentioned,  a  native  of  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  has  lately  imported  a  steam-mill.  He  said  he  was  going  to  put 
it  up  whether  they  tore  it  down  or  not. 

Question.  He  is  a  land-owner  there  ? 

Answer.  O,  yes. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  character  in  the  community  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  very  good  straightforward  man. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  colorea  schools.  Do  you  know  of  many  that  have  been 
broken  up  ? 
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Anttder,  No,  six ;  I  do  noi  know  of  any  aroaud  in  onr  oonnty. 

Qucniion,  Do  you  know  of  any  in  the  State  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  Pontotoc  County  they  broke  up  a  good  many  schools,  white 
and  colored ;  they  said  they  were  not  goin^  to  have  any  of  them  there. 

Que&HoH.  Does  this  objection  to  colored  schools  come  mostly  from  men  who  have 
property  and  pay  taxes,  or  from  men  who  own  but  a  small  amount  of  property  and  do 
not  pay  any  taxes  f    , 

Austcer,  Well,  I  can  hardly  say  how  that  matter  does  go.  When  a  rich  man  saya  m 
and  so,  there  are  always  fools  ready  to  follow  suit. 

Question,  So  that  yon  think  there  is  a  general  sentiment  of  Opi>ositiou  f 

Anitwer,  Well,  in  certain  localities — not  in  our  county,  nor  in  De  Soto,  or  Lafayette. 
In  these  counties  the  schools  are  getting  along  hnely.  It  appears  that  in  Pontotoc 
they  are  tryini;  to  break  them  up. 

Qu€$Hoti,  What  efifect  does  this  system  of  "  regulatine"  affairs  by  the  Kn-Klnx  have 
upon  the  industry  of  the  State  and  the  laborers  gener^ly  f 

Answer,  It  does  not  do  them  any  good.  If  anything,  it  sets  them  backward.  It 
compels  a  ^eat  many  of  them  to  leave  their  crops,  and  m  that  way  lose  their  earnings. 
Of  course  it  intimidates  them. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestUm.  You  say  that  schools  have  been  broken  up  in  Pontotoc  county  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  T 

Answer.  I  cannot  state  how  many.  We  had  a  witness  before  us — I  cannot  think  of 
his  name — who  stated  that  they  came  to  his  house  and  wanted  to  break  him  np.  At 
first  he  had  a  white  school ;  he  could  not  teach  that ;  the  thing  got  too  hot  for  him,  k> 
he  let  his  wife  teach  it.  These  men  came  to  his  house  and  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
quit  teaching  that  school  they  would  make  him;  that  they  would  put  him  out  of  the 
way  or  something  of  that  kind.  He  told  them,  ^'  Qentlemen,*if  you  want  to  break  op 
all  the  schools  I  am  willing  to  quit ;  but  I  am  not  going  to  be  the  iirst  one  that  ckwes;'" 
and  he  stuck  to  it  until  they  commenced  breaking  them  up  all  through  the  coaatrT, 
and  then  he  left.  He  said  that  on  one  occasion  tbey  rode  up  to  his  house  and  showed 
their  horns  and  bleated  like  billy-goats.    There  were  six  or  seven  of  them. 

Question,  They  did  him  no  irgury  f  •  • 

Answer,  O  no,  sir.  They  had  been  around  three  or  four  times.  One  of  them  was 
his  brother-in-law.  The  last  time  they  came  there  with  their  horns  and  bleating  be 
asked  some  of  them  to  come  in  and  let  his  wife  see  them.  He  said  his  childn>n  wert* 
afraid  to  go  out  to  get  a  diink  of  water,  and  he  wanted  the  men  just  to  get  down 
and  let  hirt  family  see  who  tbey  were.  Some  walked  in  and  took  off  their  masks  ami 
laid  them  on  the' table.  He  picked  up  a  mask,  put  it  on,  and  it  fit  him  exactly.  He 
said  he  siiw  the  face  of  the  man  that  mask  belonged  to,  and  talked  to  him.  We 
indicted  that  man  and  several  others. 

Question.  W^as  it.  not  in  evidence  that  forty  or  fifty  different  schools  had  been  started 
in  that  county  t 

Answer,  I  suppose  there  must  have  been.  I  don't  know  how  many  we  have  in  our 
county.  Every  four  or  five  miles  there  is  a  school-house.  Wherever  there  is  a  thick 
settlement  there  is  a  school-house.  Wherever  we  can  get  twenty-five  scholars  a  school- 
house  is  opened.  They  are  allowed  to  raise  the  sum  necessary  to  pay  the  expenses,  by 
taxation  upon  the  county. 

Question,  The  county  is  taxed  so  much  to  support  these  schools  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Ques^n,  The  complaint  is  that  this  is  a  great  burden  ? 

Answer,  Yes^  sir;  it  is  pretty  heavy.  My  tax  previous  to  1870  was  $35;  this  year  I 
had  to  pa^  (65  upon  the  same  property,  and  everything  of  that  kind ;  it  was  tho^school 
tax  that  increased  the  sum.  I  have  said  to  people  that  I  was  perfectly  willing  to  nay 
my  taxes,  as  it  was  to  educate  the  country ;  that  education  was  what  we  wanted ;  that 
if  wo  bad  had  more  of  it  before  tbe  war  we  never  would  have  had  the  war.  I  think  a 
great  many  others  of  the  people  think  in  the  same  way  now. 

Question,  Your  people  were  a  gootl  deal  broken  up  by  the  war,  wore  they  not? 

Answer,  O,  there  was  no  end  to  that. 

Question,  They  lost  almost  all  their  property  f 

Answer  In  some  portions  of  the  country  they  did  ;  but  some  of  the  counties  where 
the  Ku-Klttx  are  were  never  broken  up ;  they  are  so  much  in  the  interior ;  there  may 
have  been  a  raid  there  occasionally ;  but  they  are  nearly  as  well  off  now  as  they  ever 
were. 

Question,  Did  they  not  lose  all  their  propertv  in  slaves  f 

Answer,  Of  course  that  all  went ;  but  they  have  their  land,  their  stock,  their  haods^ 
The  negroes  still  work  pretty  much  as  they  did.  I  don't  believe  that  some  of  tties 
know  now  that  they  are  free. 

Question,  The  "  carpet-baggers  "  have  informed  them  of  it  ? 
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Anstcer.  I  don't  know  abont  tliat.    While  mon  can  ride  around  and  scare  negroes, 
tbey  can  keep  them  on  their  places  as  long  as  they  want  to. 
QuesUan.  By  what  authority  is  the  school  tax  levied  f 

Answer,  I  sappose  it  is  levied  ander  the  State  law.    The  superintendent  of  schools- 
locates  the  sites  for  school-houses,  examines  teachers,  and  gives  them  certificates. 
Question,  He  make^  requisitions  to  pay  them  ? 
Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  That  money  is  raised  by  taxation  upon  the  property  of  the  county  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  property  of  each  county. 

QuesUfm.  Is  it  not  regarded  as  very  burdensome  that  your  people,  after  surrendering, 
their  property  in  slaves,  should  afterward  be  obliged  to  educate  them  at  their  own. 
expense? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  grinds  them  a  little,  I  ^ess.  And  it  really  is  burdensome,  be- 
cause our  people  did  not  eet  as  much  for  their  cotton  last  year  as  they  expected ;  a 
great  many  of  them  were  brought  in  debt;  and  the  tax  must  be  paid  within  a  certain 
time  or  their  property  is  sold. 

QiMS/ion.  During  tlie  three  or  four  years  immediately  after  the  war  was  there  not  a^ 
succession  of  failures  of  the  cotton  crops  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    The  army  worm  did  a  good  deal  of  damage ;  that  and  other  things 
almost  cleaned  them  out 
Question.  Your  croi>s  were  destroyed  three  or  four  years  in  succession  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  right  straight  along.    In  1870  there  was  such  a  drought  that  we 
did  not  make  half  a  crop. 
QuesUon.  Your  county  superintendents  are  generally  northern  men  f  ^ 

Answer.  They  are  all  northern  men.  so  far  as  I  know.    Mnjor  Abbot  is  oar  superin- 
tendent. 
Question.  Is  he  from  the  North  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  from  the  North.    He  is  a  very  clever  gentleman. 
Question.  Wfadn  these  men  come  in  there  and  imi>ose  upon  a  people  so  terribly  impov- 
erifihed,  these  taxes,  in  order  to  educate  the  negroes,  it  gives  a^ood  deal  of  dissatisfaction  ? 
Asiswer.  I  don't  know  whether  the  tax  is  imposed  particularly  upon  those  so  im- 
poverished ;  it  falls  upon  iJl  of  us. 
QuesUdn.  Are  you  not  all  impoverished  by  the  war  ? 

Answer.  I  should  think  so.    Anv  man  who  travels  down  there  will  soon  find  that  out. 
Quesiion.  The  tax  does  not  reach  the  negroes  because  they  have  nothing  to  be  taxed  f . 
Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  have  a  ^ood  deal  of  property.    I  took  the  census  there.    Some 
of  them  have  plantations  of  their  own,  and  they  own  a  good  deal  in  the  form  of  horses, 
mules,  and  one  thing  and  another.    Some  of  them  manage  entire  plantations  with  not . 
a  white  person  on  them.    In  manycases  they  have  rented  these  plantations  on  shares, 
and  own  all  the  stock  on  them.    Where  they  fhmish  everything  they  give  the  owner 
one-fourth  of  the  crop  and  keep  three-fourths.    In  t^e  prairie  counties  many  of  them, 
are  well  off— have  made  money. 

By  the  Chaibman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Do  you  mean  the  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  counties  f 

Answer.  In  all  the  prairie  counties.  There  is  a  rich  and  thickly  populated  country 
extending  eastward  from  Vicksburg,  and  bending  round  to  the  southwest,  in  a  sort  of 
elbow  fauiion ;  and  there  they  are  all  well  off. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Thejr  are  all  quiet  down  there  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  All  the  objection  I  have  to  this  system  of  free  schools  is  that  they 
iir'some  cases  went  to  work  and  put  up  new  school-houses  when  there  were,  plenty  of 
other  houses  that  would  have  answered  very  well,  which  could  have  been  bought  for 
(250  or  $400,  or  rented  perhaps  very  cheaply.  These  would  have  answered  the  purpose 
very  weU,  because  the  negroes  cannot  go  to  school  more  than  four  or  five  months  be- 
fore "we  need  them  in  Uie  field  at  work.  As  soon  as  the  cotton  is  picked,  they  go  back 
to  school  again.  Those  who  have  carried  out  this  school  system  ought  not  to  have  ^oue- 
ahead  so  fast.  They  ought  to  have  taken  the  best  the^  could  get  for  the  time  being, 
and  gone  on  gradually.    That  is  the  way  most  of  us  thmk  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QnesHon.  They  were  strangers  in  the  community,  and  they  started  out  on  a  grandf 
scale  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  undertook  to  measure  our  country  by  theirs. 

Quegtion.  And  they  taxed  a  great  man^  people  who  were  completely  broken  up  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  this  wholesale  taxation  came  pretty  hard  on  us.  But  I  am  willing 
to  edtroat^  the  negroes ;  I  wiU  stand  my  tax  as  long  as  any  one ;  I  go  in  for  edacatiou 
all  the  time. 

23m 
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Question,  Do  yon  not  think  tbat  the  people  wonld  be  bettet  disposed  to  stand  tbis 
'tax  if  they  had  had  anything  to  do  with  imposing  it — ^if  it  had  not  been  imposed 
upon  them  by  force  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  yon  would  have  got  the  tax  imposed  in  any  other  way 
than  it  has  been.  If  it  had  not  been  imposed  in  that  way,  I  do  not  think  they  would 
ever  have  got  up  any  free  schools. 

Question,  Do  yon  suppose  that  when  a  tax  is  imposed  upon  a  community  b^  people 
from  the  outside,  that  fact  is  calculated  to  make  them  pay  the  tax,  and  pay  it  willingly? 

Answer.  Well,  look  at  the  benefits  they  are  going  to  derive  from, it.  It  will  ednca^ 
the  people  generally,  and  it  will  benefit  the  country.  The  people  will  know  something; 
about  how  to  manage  for  themselves,  and  will  get  along  better.  That  is  the  way 
many  of  the  wealthy  men  look  at  it,  although  they  pay  the  heaviest  tax.  They  con- 
tend that  it  is  a  benefit  to  the  blacks  to  have  schools ;  the^  w&nt  them  well  educated. 

Question.  Those  who  pay  the  money,  it  seems,  have  nothing  to  do  with  Uie  appoiit- 
meot  of  teacher^? 

Anstcer,  I  believe  they  get  their  appointments  from  Governor  Alcorn.  The  people 
can  recommend  a  man,  but  Alcorn  is  the  one  who  appoints. 

Question.  But  in  those  schools  there  are  doctrines  taught,  probably,  which  are  veiy 
obnoxious  to  the  people  who  have  to  pay  the  tax? 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  their  teaching  anjrthing  out  of  the  way.  They  reach  A,  B, 
O's,  &c.  I  never  heard  much  about  politics  in  the  schools.  Of  course,  when  we  havo 
Fourth  of  July  celebrations  or  May  parties,  if  we  choose  to  talk  politics  we  do  so. 

Question.  Is  it  not  likely  that  Gk)veruor  Alcorn,  with  his  political  views,  would 
"Appoint  men  holding  the  same  views  as  himself  f 

Answer.  Well,  he  is  considered  now  a  good  republican.  These  appointments  were 
made  some  time  ago,  but,  so  far  as  we  are  concerned,  they  are  all  good  appointmeats 
up  our  way.  As  mr  the  tax  being  burdensome,  there  is  no  doubt  about  that,  becaoee 
money  is  hard  to  get  down  there,  and  the  tax  all  falls  upon  the  cotton  crop.  If  cotton 
is  down,  all  the  people  are  out  of  pocket  to  the  extent  of  the  difference  between  alow 
price  and  a  high  price.  But  the  school  tax  keeps  right  along,  whether  the  people 
.make  a  poor  crop  or  a  good  crop. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Are  there  not  many  counties  in  that  portion  of  Mississippi  where  there  ar« 
-very  few  republicans  among  the  white  people.  In  Chickasaw,  and  other  counties  of 
that  sort,  are  not  the  white  people  nearly  all  democrats  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  In  Tippah  and  Tishomingo,  which  are  in  our  district,  and  a  part  of 
Aloom  County,  they  are  about  all  democrats ;  I  do  not  suppose  there  are  five  hundred 
republicans  out  of  the  whole,  white  and  black. 

Question.  In  a  county  where  you  do  not  have  more  than  a  dozen  or  twenty  whit-e 
republicans,  and  where  none  of  the  blacks  can  either  read  or  write,  you  have  to  being 
the  school-teachers  from  the  Northern  and  other  States,  to  fill  these  pl^es  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  very  few  of  the  whites  down  there  will  voach  negroes ; 
they  say, "  Let  the  colored  people  teach  the  colored  people."  Some  whites  in  our  county 
iire  teaching  the  colored  schools ;  but  they  have  got  at  it  lately ;  they  are  sort  of  get- 
ting over  their  prejudices ;  they  begin  to  think  they  might  as  well  teach  as  northern 
persons.    But,  at  first,  we  had  to  do  as  you  just  said. 

Question.  Where  you  have  a  county  with  fifty,  sixty,  or  one  hundred  schools  in  it, 
and  with  substantially  no  white  republicans,  and  no  blacks  who  are  able  to  teach,  yoa 
have  to  send  off  to  the  Northern  States,  of  course,  to  bring  in  idie  number  of  schot^ 
teachers  that  are  necessary  f 

Answer.  We  do,  and  we  instruct  the  black  people.  When  it  comes  to  voting,  vse 
have  our  meetings,  and  inform  them  all  about  matters — instruct  them  what  to  do; 
they  are  willing  to  learn,  and  hear  both  sides.  The^  are  bound  to  hear  both  sides, 
because  the  other  side  is  pulling  at  them  too ;  and  m  that  way  they  get  pretty  wdi 
informed;  and  generally  they  wnl  go  Union  all  the  time. 

Question,  All  uie  school-teachers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  the  colored  people.  As  for  the  whites,  a  good  many  of  them 
are  coming  in  and  claiming  to  be  good  republicans. 

Question.  Where  you  have  no  white  republicans,  or  scarcely  any  in  a  county,  and 
liave'to  bring  so  large  a  number  of  school-teachers  from  other  States,  and  pay  them 
for  their  services  out  of  the  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  county,  do  not  a  great  many 
men  idl  through  that  county  regsurd  this  as  a  pretty  serious  burden ;  and  are  thmy  not 
likely  to  adopt  any  means,  legal  or  illegal,  to  break  up  such  a  system  f  la  not  that  at 
the  bottom  of  a  good  deal  of  Ku-Kluxiug  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  in  this  Ku-Kluxing  that  is  the  main  thing.  They  do  not  want  any 
free  schools,  beeause  they  do  not  want  to  educate  the  people ;  they  do  not  want  to  ^ 
to  the  expense,  and  they  do  not  want  to  see  them  advance. 

Quesiian.  They  do  no  want  men  from  abroad  brought  there  to  be  paid  by  heavy  local 
taxation  f 
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Jfuwer,  Tes,  eir ;  tliey  do  not  wont  men  "  meddBng,"  as  tbey  call  it,  and  liien  have 
^o  pay  them  for  "  meddling." 

^wgtkm.  Ton  think  Haat  htm  quite  as  mnch  to  do  wi1&  the  oiigin  of  these  disorders 
as  perhaps  all  other  causes  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir :  they  do  not  like  to  see  the  negro  go  ahead.  They  think  his  place 
is  in  the  cotton-field,  teoA  that  he  should  stay  there. 

Quetticn,  Are  not  a  great  many  of  the  people  unable  to  bear  this  taxation  f  Did  not 
your  cotton  crop  last  year  bring  you  in  debt  f 

Anaiper,  O.  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  there  is  no  other  crop  that  you  can  make  much  money  out  off  i 

Answer.  The  people  now  are  beginning  to  mix  their  crops.  Some  of  them  plant 
more  com  and  raise  more  hogs. 

QuesUon.  Are  not  hogs  a  pretty  precarious  investment  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  They  get  into  market  pretty  often.  They  change  hands  pretty 
frequently.  They  get  bobbed  so  often  that  their  ears  are  almost  whittled  away  to 
nothing. 

By  Mr.  Buoklby  : 

Question.  Ton  spoke  of  the  appointments  of  these  teachers;  the  appointments,  you 
say.  are  made  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  Tee,  sir. 

QttesHon.  He  occasiomdly  appoints,  I  suppose,  persons  of  opposite  ^litios,  if  he  can 
find  ai^  wilhug  to  teach  the  schools.  I  believe  you  mentioned  one  instance  where  a 
democrat  was  whipped  because  he  taught  school. 

Answer.  He  was  appointed  by  the  superintendent  of  Pontotoc  County — ^Mr.  Floumoy. 

QvtestUm.  Occasionally  you  have  colored  teachers  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  eir ;  I  know  some  five  or  six  right  around  me. 

Question.  They  are  mialified  to  teach  the  primary  branches  f 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  I  can  certify  to  that ;  a  good  many  are  perfectly  competent  to 
teach  the  primary  schoolB. 

Question.  Is  it  the  case  more  or  less  all  over  the  State  that  there  are  persons  compe- 
tent and  willing  to  teach  the  colored  primarj*^  schools? 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  the  teachers  do  not  all  have  to  be  brought  in  from  other  States  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  not  most  of  the  colored  people  who  are  engaged  in  teaching  the  schools 
brought  from  the  Northern  States  f 

Answer.  They  wera  at  first ;  but  we  have  made  many  changes  since ;  a  good  many  of 
our  colored  people  have  learned  a  good  deal  since  the  war,  and  are  able  to  teach  school. 
Wherever  a  colored  applicant  can  pass  an  examination  the  superintendent  gives  him  a 
certifloate,  and  he  gets  a  school. 

By  Mr.  Buckiby  : 

Question.  Tou  are  educating  colored  teachers? 

Answer.  Yes,  air ;  we  have  our  normal  school  at  Holly  Springs. 

Question.  Your  ex-president  is  at  the  head  of  some  literary  institution  of  your  State? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  Alcorn  is,  too. 

Question.  I  suppose  these  superintendents  of  the  different  counties  are  not  all  men 
from  other  States  ? 

Answer.  I  hear  only  from  eight  or  nine  counties ;  I  suppose  you  can  see  by  the  re- 
ports where  the  superinteudents  hail  from.  Those  that  I  Know  of  are  all  good  republi- 
cans and  seem  to  want  to  do  what  is  fair.  So  far  as  the*  school  tax  is  concerned,  I  do 
not  know  whether  they  can  change  it  or  not.  But  the  tax  baa  to  be  paid,  and  some  of 
the  people  say  that  the  taxes  are  grinding  them  to  death. 

Question.  Are  not  taxes  somewhat  burdensome  everywhere  ? 

Answer.  Of  course;  and  every  man  ought  to  be  willing  to  pay  taxes  if  he  wishes  to 
eigoy  the  blessings  of  a  free  government. 

Question.  Were  not  the  crops  last  year  as  good  as  usual,  taking  the  State  through  ? 

Amamer.  I  do  not  know  i^lxmt  the  State  through;  they  were  not  in  the  northern 
pension. 

QmetftHon.  You  ^ot  a  good  price  for  your  cotton  the  year  before  last  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  we  did  not  get  much  last  year,  I  assure  you. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QmsHon.  Do  you  not  know  that  before  slavery  was  abolished  you  had  practically  no 
frree  negroes  in  the  State  at  all ;  there  being,  by  the  census  of  1^0,  seven  hundred  and 
■eVflnty-five  free  negroes,  all  told,  in  your  State  ? 

Answer,  I  never  &iew  but  one  free  negro  before  slavery  was  abolished,  and  he  is 
there  yet. 
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■ 

Question,  Substantially  all  the  Degroes  were  slaves  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    Once  in  a  while  one  bought  his  freedom. 

^ueation.  So  that  negroes,  competent  to  teach,  had  to  be  brought  in  the  first  instance 
from  the  North  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  you  are  now  educating  a  few  negroes  who  are  competent  to  teach  f 

Answer.  Not  a  few  either,  but  many.  There  would  be  mighty  few  but  for  the  colored 
schools. 

/        By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qvestion,  Teachers  are  educated  in  your  own  normal  schools? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  we  have  no  trouble  on  that  point. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  white  people  down  there  decline  to  teach  colored  schools  t 

Answer,  They  did  at  nrst ;  they  thought  it  was  not  exactly  right  for  i^em  to  be 
teaching  negroes :  they  did  not  like  to  *^come  down  to  it,"  as  they  said,  although  they 
were  perfecUy  willing  to  teach  white  schools.  But  now  the  democratic  papers  come 
out  and  say  they  do  not  see  why  southern  white  men  should  not  teach  colored  schools, 
as  well  as  the  northern  men,  and  show  the  negroes  that  they  are  their  Mends ;  and 
some  southern  white  men  have  taken  hold  and  become  teachers  of  the  negroes. 

QuesUon,  It  was  because  the  white  people  refbsed  to  teach  negroes  and  because  the 
colored  people  were  not  at  first  competent  that  it  became  necessary  for  you  at  first  to 
send  abroad  for  teachers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  you  say  that  now  there  are  a  good  many  colored  men  who  are  able  to 
teach,  and  who  are  bo  employed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  southern  white  men  have  given  up  their  objection  to  teaching  the 
negroes,  and  many  of  them  are  employed  in  such  schools  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  the  preference  given  to  competent  colored  men  or  native  white  men  in 
the  selection  of  teachers  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  The  superintendent  seems  rather  inclined  to 
^Ive  them  a  showing  wherever  he  can.  He  wants  to  put  the  colored  teachers  where  it 
is  peaceable  and  where  they  are  not  likely  to  have  trouble. 

By  Mr.  Coburn: 

QuesUon,  In  the  testimony  you  have  already  given  you  seemed  rather  indistinct  in 
your  recollection  of  the  names  of  men  who  had  been  injured  or  murdered.  I  wish  lo 
ask  whether,  while  on  the  grand  jury,  you  heard  of  the  case  of  the  death  of  a  man 
named  Jack  Du^ree  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  cannot  recollect  the  circumstances.    I  recollect  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  anything  was  said  about  his  having  been  cut 
open! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  cut  his  bowels  open. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  recollect  whether  there  was  a  witness  named  Joe  Davis  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  Joe  Davis  sa^  he  did  f 

Answer,  I  believe  he  refused  at  first  to  tell  us. 

Question,  What  did  he  tell  yon  finallv  about  the  matter  f 

Anstoer,  I  don't  believe  I  can  remember. 

Question.  Was  Joe  Davis  colored  or  white  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  a  white  man. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man  who  had  to  assist  in  the  oommis 
sion  of  these  murders — who  had  to  dig  graves,  help  to  bury  the  dead,  and  help  to  kill  f 

Aiiswer.  I  think  his  name  was  Moore. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  manner  in  which  the  testimony  described  the  taking 
off  and  killing  of  Dupreef 

Answefi\  No,  sir;  I  don't  believe  I  do.    I  recollect,  though,  about  his  being  cut  opeU' 

Questum,  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  held  the  horses  while  Dupree  was 
being  killed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  I  could  pick  the  man  out  if  I  saw  him ;  but  I  am  not 
very  good  at  recollecting  names. 

Qufsfion.  Were  you  acquainted  with  the  men  who  were  indicted  f  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  as  I  would  get  acquainted  in  Oxford. 

Question.  Do  you  think  you  would  remember  the  names  if  they  were  mentioned  f 

Answer,  I  expect  I  would. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  Andrew  Pope,  Thomas  Malone,  Jasper  Webb; 
William  Butler^  Jake  Loughrige.  and  Joe  Davis  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  indicted,  every  one  of  them. 
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Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  names  of  John  Ware  and  Whitfield  Pope  f 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir. 

QrteatUm,  And  Clinton  Boss  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiian,  Do  yon  recollect  abont  the  killing  of  Alexander  Page  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  recollect  the  names  of  the  men  who  killed  Pagef 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  know  he  was  killed. 

Question,  Were  those  men  who  were  compelled  to  join  the  Eu-Eluz  furnished  with 
arms  and  horses  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  pnt  white  robes  over  them,  gave  them  pistols,  and  made  them 
hold  horses  the  first  night  or  two.  Afterward,  when  they  got  a  little  more  bold,  they 
would  take  them  out  and  make  them  help  do  the  killing.  Finally  they  wanted  to  kiU 
them  because  they  knew  too  much.  These  witnesses  said  that  the  Ku-Klux  wonld 
finally  threaten  to  kill  them  because  they  knew  too  much ;  they  would  want  to  put 
them  out  of  the  way,  saying  that ''  dead  men  would  not  tell  any  tales." 

Qwnstion.  Do  you  remember  whether  the  witnesses  described  the  manner  of  killing 
these  men ;  whether  they  begged  for  their  lives  or  asked  to  see  their  families  before 
they  died  f 

Ansioer.  Dupree  begged  to  go  back  and  see  his  wife  once  more,  and  they  refused  to 
let  him.    I  recollect  something  of  that  sort.    He  begged  them  not  to  shoot  him. 

By  Mr.  Beck: 

Question.  I  suppose  it  is  true  that  every  fellow  who  came  before  you  and  turned 
State's  evidence  swore  that  he  had  been  forced  into  this  business  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  except  this  one  white  fellow  that  I  told  you  about.  He  said  he  got 
down  there  among  his  friends,  and  was  asked  to  go  into  the  thing  as  a  frolic. 

Qujtstiim.  He  was  fooled  into  it? 

Answer.  Yea,  sir. 

Question.  All  the  rest  say  they  were  forced  into  it  f 

Answer.  The  colored  men  say  that  they  were  forced  into  it ;  that  they  were  taken 
from  their  homes  and  mounted  on  horses. 

Question.  Nobody  ever  professes  that  he  went  voluntarily  t 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir ;  not  one  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Did  you  put  on  the  grand  jury  men  who  came  there  who  were  themselves 
the  victims  of  outrages  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Warmonth  was  one. 

Question.  How  many  of  that  class  of  men  did  yon  have  on  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer.  Just  one — Mr.  Warmonth.  He  may  possibly  have  been  si\bpoonaed  to  appear 
there.    I  recollect  he  was  with  us  pretty  near  the  whole  term. 

Question.  Your  own  county  is  in  good  ord^t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  all  that  neighborhood  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  what  you  may  call  the  northwest  comer  of  the  State.  That  is 
all  right. 

Question.  Yon  get  your  knowledge  of  these  other  counties  from  what  you  learned  in 
the  grand  jury  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  from  what  came  before  me  as  a  grand  juror. 

By  the  Chairmai^,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Had  the  whipping  and  killing  of  colored  men  anything  to  do  with  the 
breaking  up  of  schools  f 

Anstcer.  The  thing  was  different  in  different  counties.  In  Pontotoc  the  trouble  was 
pretty  much  a  school  affair.  In  another  place  there  would  be  some  old  grudge.  These 
men  call  themselves  *•'  regulators ;"  of  course  they  correct  whatever  they  think  ought 
to  be  corrected. 

Question.  They  did  not  propose  to  break  up  the  schools  by  whipping  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Not  down  there.  In  the  McLachlan  case  they  said  they  did  not  want  him  to 
teach.  At  first  the  citizens  approved  of  his  teaching ;  they  signed  a  petition,  I  believe, 
that  he  should  teach ;  he  taught  a  Sunday-school  of  the  white  childreu  and  a  colored 
school  during  the  week.  He  was  a  Scotchman,  and  he  had  a  store  in  which  all  the 
colored  men  Bad  an  interest ;  he  ran  the  store,  and  they  paid  him  so  much.  I  suppose 
these  fellows  thought  that  he  was  getting  too  much  trade,  and  that  it  was  time  for  nim 
to  leave :  so  they  persecuted  him  until  he  had  to  go  away ;  and  he  was  lucky  to  get 
away.    He  ran  the  store,  and  the  colored  men  paidliim  so  much. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Was  it  not  charged  that  there  was  considerable  stolen  property  coming  into 
the  store  which  he  ran  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  one  thing.  And  they  said  he  had  too  many  guns;  that  he 
was  getting  up  an  army.    He  only  haa  three  or  four  guns  in  the  whole  store. 
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ByMr.  Coburn: 

QfieatUm,  Did  yon  say  that  there  was  stolen  property  in  that  store  ? 

Anstoer,  I  said  they  thonght  there  was. 

Question,  Was  there  any  evidence  going  to  show  that  theie  was  f 

Answer.  No^  sir;  we  never  had  any.  One  of  the  witnesses  said  tliey  aocosed  him  of 
taking  in  cotton  and  one  thing  or  another ;  that  he  was  making  too  much  .money  any- 
way. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  their  taking  any  aTms  from  colored  people  down  there! 

Answer,  1  have.  In  diffed:ent  cases,  where  they  would  go  to  their  hooses  to  Ku-Elnx 
them,  they  would  search  for  their  arms  and  take  them  away. 

QuestUm,  Is  that  part  of  the  business  of  the  Eu-Klux  f 

Answer,  If  they  have  any  arms,  of  course  they  want  to  take  them  away ;  they  don't 
want  l^em  to  be  shooting  at  them.  It  is  very  natural  t^iat  they  should  take  them  away 
if  they  come  across  tiiem. 


Washington,  D.  C,  July  29, 1871. 
FINIS  H.  LITTLE  awoni  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Anstoer.  At  Aberdeen,  Monroe  County,  Mississippi 

Question.  State  generally  whatever  you  know  in  regard  to  the  enforcement  of  tiie 
law,  the  preservation  of  order,  and  the  safety  of  property  and  life  in  the  State  of  Mis- 
sissippi. 

Answer.  I  know  that  for  the  last  six  or  eight  months  the  county  in  which  I  live,  or, 
rather,  the  eastern  part  of  it,  has  been  in  a  state  of  terror ;  that  five  or  six  men  have 
been  assassinated  by  masked  men  at  night :  that  three  or  four  have  been  whipped,  and 
one  has  been  shot.  Several  schools  have  oeen  broken  up,  and  a  great  many  persons 
have  been  threatened  by  anonymous  letters.  Monroe  County,  in  which  I  reside,  is 
divided  by  the  Tombigbee  River.  That  portion  of  the  county  lying  east  of  the  Tom- 
bigbee  River  is  the  part  in  which  the  trouble  has  occurred.  But  one  outrage  has  hap- 
pened within  that  time  on  the  western  side  of  the  river. 

Question,  These  outrages  you  mention  have  been  perpetrated  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  At  night? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Annedf 

Answer.  They  are  usually  reported  to  have  side-arms. 

Question,  In  what  numbers  do  they  generally  operate  ?  ^ 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  from  twenty  to  one  hundred  and  twenty ;  the  numbers  are 
variously  estimated. 

Question.  You  say  that  these  cases  have  occurred  within  the  last  six  or  eight  months  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  But  one  outrage  by  masked  men  has  happened  in  that  county  be- 
fore last  October. 

Q^estion,  Have  you  heard  of  an^  such  disturbances  in  other  portions  of  the  Stale  f 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  disturbances  in  several  other  counties  of  Mis- 
sissippi. ^ 

Question.  Name  them. 

Answer.  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Chickasaw.  Pontotoc.  Lauderdale,  Tishemingo,  and 
in  several  other  counties  the  names  of  whicn  I  do  not  remember.  There  have  been 
general  rumors  throughout  the  State  of  disturbances. 

Question,  What  was  the  first  outrage  that  occurred  in  the  county  In  whidi  y<m 
reside  f 

Atiswer.  In  August,  1869 — I  think  that  was  the  time — a  man  was  t^^  firom  his  bed 
and  very  severely  whipped  by  masked  men. 

Question.  How  many  masked  men  f 

Answer.  There  were  supposed  to  be  in  that  crowd  about  eieht. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  who  was  whipped  T 

Answer.  William  McMdan. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  or  a  colored  man  ? 

Answer.  A  colored  mau. 

Question.  What  accusation  did  they  bring  against  him  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  none.  A  few  weeks  previous  to  that  he  had  had  a  difficulty  with 
a  white  man. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  severely  f 

Answer,  1  saw  him  the  next  morning  after  he  was  whipped,  and  he  was  badly  beateo. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  the  men  said  to  him  when  they  whipped  him  T 
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Jnstoer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  hearing  him  say.  what  they  said  to  him. 

i^u&rUon,  Were  any  parties  arrested  for  that  outrage  f 

Answer,  One  or  two  were  arrested,  bat  nothing  was  proven  against  them. 

^uMNott.  Arrested  by  the  State  aathoritieBf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  the  next  outrage  oooor  in  your  county  f 

Jnsujer,  I  think  it  was  in  October,  1870. 

QwBsHon.  What  was  tliat  case  f 

Answer.  Three  colored  men  were  taken  £rom  the  county  jail ;  they  were  taken  about 
Gve  or  six  miles  fh>m  the  jaU.  Two  of  them  were  killed.  One  of  them  escaped  pretty 
boon  after  they  were  taken  from  the  jail — ^abont  two  miles  from  it.  They  took  the 
other  two  on  some  three  or  four  miles  and  killed  them. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  engaged  in  that  f 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  there  were  some  twenty  or  twenty-five. 

Question.  Disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
'  Question.  Were  these  men  who  were  taken  from  the  jail  colored  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  were  t^eir  names  t 

Answer.  The  names  of  the  two  who  were  killed  were  Joseph  Flint  and  Willis  Flint. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  one  who  escaped  f 

Answer.  Sanders  Flint. 

QwBstien.  Were  they  all  of  one  family  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir — a  father  and  two  sons. 

Question.  Which  was  the  father  f 

Answer.  Sanders  Flint — the  one  who  escaped. 

Question.  How  were  the  other  two  killed  f 

Answer.  They  were  shot ;  at  least  they  were  found  several  days  afterward  with  bul- 
let holes  through  their  heads  and  bodies. 

Question.  Many  bullet  holes  T 

Anstver.  A  great  many ;  1  don't  recollect  the  number. 

Question.  How  did  the  iUther  effect  his  escape  f 

Answer.  He  was  well  acquainted  with  the  co^itry ;  had  lived  in  that  section  for  a 
long  time.  They  had  him  on  a  mule.  He  is  a  large,  powerful  man.  He  just  leaped 
off  the  mule  and  ran  through  the  woods. 

Question.  Did  they  fire  at  him  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  they  did  not  hit  him. 

{Question.  State  what  those,  three  men  had  been  arrested  for? 

Ansicer.  They  had  been  arrested  for  an  assault  upon  three  white  men :  they  had 
been  tried  by  a  justice  of  the  peace,  and,  in  default  of  a  bond  of  |500, 1  believe,  they 
were  sent  to  Jail. 

Question.  What  was  the  nature  of  the  offense  with  which  they  were  charged  ? 

Answer.  Sanders  Flint  and  his  two  sons  were  at  work  with  Brown  Park.  They  fell 
out  over  a  division  of  the  crop  of  com,  I  think :  and  a  general  fight  ensued  between 
three  white  men  and  these  three  negroes,  in  wnich  the  negroes  were  put  to  flight. 
They  stayed  in  the  woods  for  a  day  or  two. 

QuestMn.  Was  anybody  killed  or  seriously  hurt  in  that  fight  ? 

Afswer,  No,  sir.  I  think  clubs  were  used ;  and  one  young  white  fellow  received  a 
flesn  wound  in  the  shoulder. 

QuesHon.  The  white  men  drove  the  negroes  into  the  woods  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  white  man,  himself,  Park,  with  whom  the  negroes  lived>  told 
me  that  they  ran  them  offl 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  man  is  Mr.  Park  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  rather  contentious  sort  of  a  man ;  a  man  who  never  got  along  very 
well  with  the  neighbore.    He  has  that  reputation. 

Question.  He  was  the  owner  of  the  land  on  which  they  were  working? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  wealth  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  a  well-to-do  farmer. 

Question.  Yon  say  the  negroes  fied  into  the  woods.    What  foUowed  f 

Ansvfer.  They  remained  there  a  few  days,  when  they  were  assured  by  their  friends 
that  they  would  not  be  molested  if  they  would  come  in  and  give  themselves  up  to  be 
tried,  which  they  did.    They  were  tried  and  sent  to  jail  in  default  of  bonds. 

Question.  The  father  and  tne  two  sons  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  long  did  they  remain  in  jail  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  in  jail  only  about  two  weeks;  or  probably  a  little  longer. 

Question.  When  were  they  taken  out  f 

Answer.  They  were  taken  out  at  night. 

Question.  By  disguised  men  T 
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AMwer,  YeSf  sir. 

Qtiettion,  Were  the  -white  men  ever  anested  for  the  original  difficulty — the  fight 
between  them  and  the  negroes  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  recoUect  whether  they  were  or  not.  If  they  were,  they  wen 
acquitted.    That  is  my  recollection. 

Question,  There  was  no  serious  damage  done  in  that  fight  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nothing  serious. 

QuesUciu  Did  the  State  authorities  arrest  any  one  for  the  murder  of  those  twe 
negroes t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  four  men  were  indicted  for  it  by  the  grand  jury  of  the  county; 
they  were  tried  at  that  term  of  the  court  and  acquitted. 

QtiestUm,  What  was  the  proof  in  that  case  ? 

Answer.  My  recollection  is  that  the  eyidenoe  proved  alilns.  The  proof  against  them 
was  not  strong. 

Question,  That  was  the  end  of  that  transaction  t 
-  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  next  case  ? 

Attswer,  I  have  a  memorandum  of  dates  in  my  pocket.  I  think  the  next  case  was 
the  killing  of  a  man  named  Tom  Durham  or  Honiberger,  by  about  twenty  disguised 
men  in  March  or  February  of  this  year. 

Question,  What  were  the  circumstances? 

Ansujer,  I  never  heard  the  circumstances-  of  that  killing.  I  was  not  at  home  at  the 
time.  I  simply  heard  that  he  was  taken  out  at  night  and  killed  by  twenty  disguised 
men.  I  never  made  any  inquiries  about  it  when  I  came  home,  which  was  a  few  weeks 
afterward. 

Question,  What  had  they  against  him  f 

Atiswer,  I  never  heard  any  charge  against  him. 

Question,  How  was  he  killed  t 

Answer,  I  think  he  was  shot. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  have  any  prominence  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

Question.  State  another  case  t 

Ansujer.  There  was  the  killing  of  Jack  Dupree,  a  colored  man.  I  think  he  was 
killed  in  March  or  ApriL 

Question,  By  whom  f 

Anstcer,  By  a  band  of  disguised  men ;  I  never  heard  the  number,  so  fkr  as  I  remember. 

Question,  At  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  he  taken  from  his  house  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  taken  from  his  house  at  night. 

Question.  How  did  they  kill  him  t 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  ho  was  drowned  in  a  stream.  I  do  not  know  whether  he 
was  shot  before  he  was  drowned  or  not. 

Question,  What  was  the  charge  against  him  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  he  had  been  rather  more  prominent  in  politics  than  any  of  the 
balance  of  his  race  in  that  section  of  the  county. 

Question,  Prominent  as  a  republican  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  an  ignorant  man ;  he  was  simply  prominent  in  his  neigb- 
borhood. 

Question,  Were  there  any  charges  of  a  criminal  character  against  himf 

Answer.  I  never  heard  or  any. 

Question,  State  another  case. 

Anstcer,  About  the  second  week  in  March,  Colonel  A.  P.  Huggins  was  whipped  in  the 
same  neighborhood. 

Question.  As  the  circumstances  of  that  case  have  already  been  detailed  to  the  commit- 
tee by  Colonel  Huggins.  it  is  not  necessary  for  you  to  go  into  the  particulars. 

Answer.  1  simply  heard  the  circumstances  from  him. 

Question.  State  another  case. 

Ansu^er.  1  think  it  was  in  April  that  Aleck  Page,  a  colored  man,  was  killed  in  the 
same  neighborhood. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  concerning  his  killing  f 

Answer.  He  bad  had  some  drunken  broil  with  the  man  with  whom  he  was  at  work. 
I  think  they  were  both  drunk  and  had  some  little  difficulty.  They  fell  out  of  a  wagoo 
as  they  were  returning  from  town  together,  or  one  pushed  the  other  out ;  perhaps  the 
negro  pushed  the  white  man  out. 

Question,  Had  they  gone  to  town  together  T 

Answer.  They  had  gone  to  town  together  and  got  drunk,  and  they  were  returning 
from  town. 
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QuesiUm.  Had  they  been  drinking  together  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  wliether  they  had  been  drinking  together.  They  had  both 
been  drinking. 

Question,  Was  anybody  hurt  in  the  difficulty  in  the  wagon  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  serionsly . 

Queatum.  You  said  that  some  time  after  this  Page  was  killed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Queetian,  State  what  were  the  circamstanoes  attending  his  killing. 

Answer.  He  was  killed  some  time  after  that.  For  a  few  weeks  after  that  oconrrence 
with  the  white  man  he  laid  ont  at  night.  He  worked  for  his  employer  daring  the  day 
and  wonld  lie  out  during  the  night — would  not  sleep  in  his  house. 

Question.  Was  that  the  employer  with  whom  he  had  had  the  difficulty  f 

Answer.  It  was  either  his  employer  or  a  man  who  worked  with  his  employer;  I  do 
not  know  which.  He  was  assured  by  other  colored  men  on  the  place  that  he  woidd 
not  be  molested,  and  that  it  was  useless  for  him  to  lie  out  any  longer.  He  bad  been 
apprehensive  that  the  Ku-Klux  were  going  to  kill  him  for  the  matter,  and  he  gave  that 
as  a  reason  for  lying  out  at  night.  He  was  assured  that  he  would  not  be  molested ; 
that  it  was  not  worth  while  for  him  to  lie  out.  He  came  back,  and  the  same  night  he 
came  back  he  was  taken  from  his  cabin  and  killed. 

Question,  By  whom  f 

Answer.  By  a  band  of  disguised  men. 

Question.  How  manyf 

Answer.  I  have  heard  the  number  variously  estimated.  I  think  from  what  I  have 
heard  there  were  about  thirty-five. 

Question.  How  was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  He  was  shot,  I  understood. 

Question.  Was  he  taken  from  his  house  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  State  any  other  case. 

Anstoer.  The  next  case  was  the  killing  of  Abe  Womble,  a  colored  man. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  f 

Answer.  In  the  latter  part  of  last  May.  He  was  taken  from  his  house  at  night  and 
shot. 

Question.  By  whom  f 

Answer.  By  a  band  of  about  twenty  disguised  men,  as  is  supposed.    That  is  what  his 
wife  stated. 
•   Question.  State  the  circumstances  connected  with  it. 

Answer.  1  never  heard  anything  further  of  the  circumstances  than  that  he  was  taken 
from  his  house  at  night  and  killed — was  found  next  morning  a  short  distance  frt)m  the 
house. 

QuesHon.  How  was  he  killed  t 

Answer.  He  was  shot. 

Question.  Was  he  beaten  as  well  as  shot  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  beaten :  he  may  have  been. 

Question.  Was  he  shot  in  more  than  one  place  t 

Answer.  He  was  shot  several  times,  I  understood. 

Question.  What  was  the  charge  against  himt 

Anstoer.  I  heard  of  no  charges  against  him.  I  had  heard  that  he  had  had  some  diffi- 
calty  with  his  wife  some  time  previous  to  that.  It  was  Supposed  that  that  was  the 
cause  of  it. 

Question.  What  sort  of  a  difficulty  was  it  t 

Ansu^er.  Ho  perhaps  whipped  his  wife,  or  something  of  that  sort.  He  was  a  Method- 
ist preacher.    It  was  supposed  that  he  was  killed  for  whipping  his  wife. 

Question.  Did  he  preach  to  the  colored  people  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  a  colored  man  himself. 

Que^ion.  Did  you  ever  hear  any  charges  of  a  criminal  character  against  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  know  him  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not  know  him. 

Question.  State  any  other  case  that  you  know  of. 

Answer.  I  heard  of  the  shooting  of  Ab  Atkins,  a  solored  man,  which  occurred  some 
time  last  spring.  He  was  shot  and  only  slightly  wounded.  In  the  same  neighborhood 
Joseph  Atkins  was  whipped.  I  also  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Santee  Butler,  a  very  old 
black  man,  in  the  latter  part  of  the  winter — ^February  or  March. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  T 

Answer.  Ho  had  said  that  unless  the  Eu-Elux  outrages  ceased,  it  would  get  the  coun- 
try into  trouble — a  remark  something  similar  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  know  what  the  other  men  were  assaulted  for  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    Ab  Atkins,  I  understood,  was  shot  because  he  said  that  he  had 
purchafied  a  pistol,  and  that  he  intended  to  shoot  the  first  man  that  darkened  his  door 
at  xiiglit. 
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Question,  At  what  place  did  they  shoot  fafan  f 

^8wer,  They  shot  bim  uear  his  house,  I  think.  I  think  he  ran  out  «f  his  hoone  and 
liiey  shot  him. 

Que8ti4m,  Wasit  donebydiflgtiisediiieBt      '^ 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

QuesHon,  Can  yon  state  what  tiie  other  men  wea«  whipped  Ifor  ff 

Answer,  I  have  heard  various  romors.  Colonel  Huggins,  I  believe,  was  the  only  otiher 
one  who  was  whipped.    I  snppose  he  haa  told  the  ocnnmittee  what  he  was  whipped  for. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  Hot  f 

Anstcer,  He  was  whipped,  so  the  Columbus  Index  said,  beciiase  he  refused  to  ksve 
the  country.    I  saw  that  stalement  in  the  Columbus  Index — a  democratic  paper. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Were  these  other  outranges  committed  in  the  same  neighbcniiood  or  ooonty 
in  which  Colonel  Hugffins  was  whipped  ? 

Answer.  They  wereall  committed  m  the  same  county,  and  several  of  them  in  the 
same  locality.  The  killing  of  Dupree  and  Page  and  the  whipping  of  Suitee  Butler  sii 
occurred  in  the  same  portion  of  the  county  as  the  whipping  of  Colooid  Hugsins. 

Question.  Was  anybody  arrested  by  the  State  authorities  for  these  crimeer 

Anstcer.  For  the  outrage  committed  in  October  of  last  year  four  persons,  as  I  have 
stated,  were  indicted  by  the  grand  jury,  tried,  and  acquitted.  Six  or  ei^t  weeks  ago 
some  twenty-five  or  twenty-seven  x>er8ons  were  arrested  by  the  United  States  auUiw- 
ities. 

Question,  I  understand  that.  I  asked  whether  there  have  been  any  indictaients  b? 
the  State  authorities  for  the  killing  of  those  negroes,  or  uiy  other  outrage  that  yoa 
have  mentioned  except  that  upon  the  men  who  were  taken  out  of  jail  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Some  weeks  ago  there  was  a  move  made  by  the  United  States  autliontiGftt 

Anstcei'.  Ye«,  sir. 

Question.  And  some  indictments  were  found  f 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  refer  to  the  Oxford  trials  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  disclosures  made  th^re  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not.  I  was  not  there.  I  know  that  there  wece  some  twmty- 
fiv«  or  twenty-seven  persons  arrested.    I  da  not  know  how  many  were  indicted. 

Question.  They  were  arrested  and  ciurcied  to  Oxford  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  think  something  has  been  said  in  regard  to  some  public  demonstnitioQ 
made  at  the  time  of  their  arrest  and  perhaps  after  their  return.  Do  you  know  any- 
thing about  that  f 

Answer.  On  their  return  there  was  some  demonstration.  A  considerable  cn»wd 
turned  out  and  met  them  at  the  depot.  They  had  an  old  cannon  out  and  fired  it  sey- 
eral  times.  It  was  the  intention  to  have  the  brass  band  out,  but  one  of  the  membeis 
declined  to  go.    They  had  a  general  good  time  and  joUification. 

Question.  Who  participated  in  that  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  was  any  person  but  democrats.  I  never  heard  of  any 
republicans  participating  in  it. 

Question,  Was  there  any  demonstration  of  support  or  sympathy  at  the  time  the  anests 
w^remadef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  parties  were  paroled  and  allowed  to  be  on  the  streets  for  a 
day  and  a  half;  and  sympathy  for  them  was  pretty  £reely  shown. 

Question,  In.  what  way  f 

Answer,  I  understood  that  money  was  made  up  to  defray  their  expenses.  It  was  also 
stated  by  the  democratic  newspaper,  the  Aberdeen  Examiner,  that  some  four  lawyers 
or  more  had  volunteered  to  ilefoud  them. 

Question,  Volunteered  to  go  firom  Aberdeen  to  Oxford  to  defond  them  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  lawyers  were  those  f 

Answer.  The  paper  stated,  I  think,  that  Mr.  £.  0.  Sykes,  B.  £.  Houet<m,  B.  O.  B^- 
nolds,  and  J.  D.  McClusky  had  volunteered.  It  is  my  recollection  that  the  p^>eir  stated 
that. 

Question,  Have  yon  an  ex-United  States  judge  living  in  your  townf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Who  is  he  f 

Answer,  S.  J.  Gholson. 

Quesiion,  He  was  a  United  States  district  judge  before  the  war? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QumHmi,  Wm  he  employed  for  the  defense  in  the  caseB  of  tfaeae  men  arreeted  f 

AMwer.  TeSi  sir ;  I  have  understood  he  was  one  of  the  counsel  for  the  defoBse ;  I  hAT« 
heard  so  frequently. 

(iuesHon,  Were  those  lawyen  who  voltoieeied  democrats  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qif«9fum.  State  anything  you  know  in  connection  with  that. 

Answer.  I  have  heard  tl^t  they  denied  that  they  did  volunteer.  It  was  generally 
understood  at  the  time  the  men  were  taken  off  that  those  lawyers  had  volunteered.  I 
was  not  at  Oxford  at  the  trial ;  and  I  know  nothing  ahont  what  transpired  there. 

Que»iMn,  What  has  been  the  general  course  of  the  community  there  in  regard  to 
expressing  approbation  or  disapprobation  of  these  ofieosesf 

Anmeer.  Well,  sir,  but  very  few  persons  had  the  boldness  to  denounce  them.  I  know 
of  several  persons  who  did  denounce  them  and  were  advised  not  to  talk  on  that  snb- 
ject->not  to  denounce  them ;  that  it  was  not  policy  to  do  so;  that  it  wojold  be  better 
for  them  not  to  do  so. 

Question.  Who  save  such  advice  to  them  ? 

Amtwer.  I  have  beard  of  several  citizens  doing  it,  saying  that  they  thought  it  prudent 
not  to  denounce  them. 

QuesiUm,  Why? 

Atmoer.  They  thought  it  highly  probable  that  those  who  denounced  them  mi^t  get 
themselves  into  trouble.  I  know  of  several  x>ersons  who  d^ipunced  them  receiving 
anonymous  letters  signed  by  Ku-Elux. 

Qiiestion.  Have  you  noticed  any  difference  between  the  democrats  and  the  republicans 
in  their  manner  of  treating  these  outrages — as  to  denouncing  them  or  uph^ding  t^em  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  aij  a  veiy  decided  difference. 

QMesUon.  What  is  the  difference  f 

Answer.  The  republicans  denounce  them,  while  the  other  side  do  not.  I  have 
heard  of  some  of  them  saying  that  they  thought  them  wrong,  or  ought  net  to  be  done, 
but  could  not  be  helped,  and  things  of  that  sort.  2:k>me  of  them  pretend  to  oppose 
them. 

By  Mr.  Cobxtrn  : 

Question,  On  what  ground  do  thev  justify  such  proceedings  f 
AfVswei'.  I  have  never  talked  to  them  on  that  subject  at  all. 
Queslum.  On  what  ground  do  they  excuse  them  t 

Answer.  I  believe  they  excuse  them  on  the  ground  of  oppression,  high  taxes,  &c.  I 
have  never  talked  to  them  on  that  subject. 

By  -Ae  Ohaibhan,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  any  of  the  republicans  express  any  approbation,  or  give  any  excuses 
for  them  f 

Answer,  Never ;  I  never  heard  one  do  so. 

Question,  What  is  tbe  course  of  the  public  press  in  regard  to  the  matter  t 

Answer.  The  Aberdeen  Examiner,  a  democratic  paper,  stated  on  the  17th  of  March 
last,  that  there  was  no  doubt  about  the  existence  of  the  Eu-Elux  Klan  in  that  county, 
and  as  they  would  ride—I  think  that  was  the  expression — it  advised  the  people  to 
behave  themselves. 

Question,  Have  you  known  any  democrats  to  bo  attacked  by  this  Klant 

Answer,  Never;  1  never  heard  of  one  being  attacked. 

Question,  What  effect  does  this  condition  of  affairs  produce  upon  the  c<dored  people  1 

Answer,  It  produces  a  veiy  demoralizing  effoct  upon  them. 

Question,  A  state  of  terrorism  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  few  weeks  o^  the  colored  people  had  a  meeting  in  Aberdeen,  at 
the  church,  at  which  the  subject  of  emigration  fix>m  the  country  was  discussed.  In  the 
eastern  part  of  the  counter  especially  they  have  been  badly  frightened,  and,  in  fact,  in  a 
state  of  terror  for  six  or  eight  months. 

Question,  Do  they  sleep  in  their  houses? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  some  of  them  lying  out  at  night. 

Question,  Does  this  state  of  affairs  interfere  with  their  labor  t 

Answer,  Some  of  them  have  left  their  crops  and  come  to  town.  I  have  known  a  few 
to  do  so. 

QuesUon,  Come  to  town  to  live  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  safety. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  the  burning  oi  any  school-houses  in  that  county  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  that  any  school-houses  have  be^i  burned. 

Question.  Any  churches  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  heard  a  rumor  of  the  burning  of  one  school-house.  I  don't  know 
whether  it  was  true. 

Question,  You  said  in  tbe  beginning  of  your  t<eetlmony  tiiat  schools  had  been  brokcK 
up? 
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Aimoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  seyeral  teaehers  of  free  schools  receiving  notdMB  to 
quit  their  schools. 

Quadon.  Colored  schools? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  also  one  white  school  that  I  know  of. 

QueatUm.  Have  schools  been  hroken  up  f 
/  Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Cobxtrn: 

Question,  What  reason  do  they  give  for  wanting  to  break  up  the  schools  f 
Answer,  It  is  opposition  to  free  schools.    They  ate  opposed  to  free  schools. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  What  has  been  the  general  conduct  of  the  colored  people  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  Their  condact  has  been  very  good,  in  my  opinion. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  the  burning  of  any  bams  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

QuiSStion,  Have  you  heard  of  any  case  of  rape,  or  anything  of  that  sort  ? 

Answer,  A  man  was  convicted  some  eighte^  months  ago  of  an  attempt  to  oonunit  a 
rape,  and  was  sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

Question^  Was  he  a  white  or  a  colored  man  f 

Answer,  A  colored  man  ? 

Qu/esiUm,  Was  he  convicted  of  rape  upon  a  white  woman  f 

Answer,  A  white  woman.  The  case  produced  but  little  excitement,  however,  al;  the 
time. 

QuesUon.  Ton  have  heard  of  nothing  of  the  kind  since  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  That  was  simply  an  attempt.  I  do  not  know  that  the  man  even  got 
hold  of  the  woman.  I  heard  the  evidence,  and  it  was  very  slight ;  but  the  man  waa 
sent  to  the  penitentiary  for  ten  years. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  other  outrages  of  a  serious  character  committed  by 
colored  men  in  that  county  within  the  last  year  or  two  f 

Ansvjer,  No,  sir,  I  have  not  heard  of  any. 

Qttesiion,  Their  conduct,  you  say,  has  been  remarkably  good  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  remarkable. 

QuesUon,  What  are  the  relative  numbers  of  whites  and  blacks  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  exact  proportion;  I  know  the  difference  betweoi  the 
numbers  of  the  white  and  black  voters. 

Question,  What  is  the  diffeiencef 

Answer.  The  majority  of  blacks  is  some  thirteen  hundred. 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  these  Ku-Elux  operations  have  any  influ^ice  upon  the 
voting? 

Answer,  We  have  had  but  one  State  election  since  the  thing  commenced.  We  had 
an  election  in  the  city  a  few  days  ago.  There  was  no  intimidation  there :  none  of 
these  outrages  have  been  committed  in  the  city.  But  they  will  have  some  effect  upon 
those  living  on  the  east  side  of  the  river  where  the  outrages  have  been  committed. 

Question,  Do  you  think  there  is  anything  political  connected  with  the  moventents  of 
theKu-Kluxf 

Anstoer.  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  men  saying  that  they  could  carry  the  oountv  in 
the  coming  election  in  November,  notwithstanding  the  fact  thJt  we  carried  it  the  uei 
time  by  upward  of  sixteen  hundred  minority ;  that  they  expect  to  vote  five  hundred, 
and  to  £ji-klux  five  hundred,  and  in  that  wav  carry  t^e  county. 

Question,  Was  that  said  in  regard  to  the  colored  men  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  anything  been  said  by  these  disguised  men  to  the  persons  whom  they 
have  outraged  in  regard  to  voting  or  political  parties  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  heard  of  their  saying  anything  of  that  kind  to  them. 
I  have  heard  from  two  sources  that  they  say  they  do  not  intend  to  rido  any  more  at 
night  in  the  county,  until  about  ten  days  before  the  next  election ;  that  they  intend 
to  visit  the  colored  voters  on  the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  notify  them  that  if  Uiey 
vote  the  radical  ticket,  they  will  probably  vote  in  hell  the  next  time  they  vote.  Tliat 
is  the  expression  I  have  heard  from  two  sources ;  that  that  was  the  intention. 

(Question,  Has  the  recent  action  of  the  United  States  Grovemment  had  any  tendea^ 
to  quiet  these  thinss  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  it  has  quieted  things  much  or  not.  There  have  do( 
been  any  outrages  committed  since  those  arrests  were  made. 

Question,  Has  there  been  any  excitement? 

Answer,  There  was  considerable  excitement  in  the  county  when  the  arrests  were 
made.  But  the  democrats,  for  the  last  three  or  four  weeks,  have  been  jiving  a  seriM 
of  barbecues  in  the  county,  which  have  had  a  tendency  to  allay  the  excitement. 

Q,uesHon,  Have  these  declarations  that  there  is  to  be  no  more  riding  around  uatSL 
some  days  before  the  election  been  made  since  the  action  of  the  United  States  Govenh 
mentf 
^Answer.  Tes, sir. 
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By  Mr.  Beck  : 

(luestum.  Oive  as  those  two  sources  of  iDformation  to  which  yon  have  referred  f 

Antwer,  The  first  information  I  got  came  from  a  crowd  of  younfi;  men  at  church,  some 
five  we^  ago,  who  invited  a  young  man  present  to  Join  them.  They  were  discussing 
the  subject,  and  they  said  that  that  course  had  been  decided  upon,  and  they  asked  this 
yooDg  man  who  was  present  to  join  them. 

QmHon,  Give  the  names  of  those  young  men  f 

Aiuwa'.  I  do  notteow  the  names  of  the  young  men ;  I  could  not  ascertain  them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:  ) 

QiutUw,  Can  you  give  the  name  of  the  young  man  who  was  asked  to  join  them  t 
Aatwrn;  I  do  not  remember  his  name.    Mr.  Anderson,  who  I  believe  has  been  sum- 
moned here,  and  with  whom  this  young  man  lives,  can  give  his  name.    I  was  intra* 
dooed  to  him  and  would  loiow  him ;  but  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

QneiUmi,  Did  he  tell  you  about  thist 

Auwer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  young  man  himself  told  me  about  it. 

(iuaHon,  You  do  not  remember  his  name  or  the  names  of  any  of  the  men  he  was 
Ulkiog  with  f 

Auwer,  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  know  their  names  himself.  The  young  man  whom  they 
invited  to  join  them  had  recently  come  from  Alabama. 

Quertkm,  Did  he  tell  you  that  their  programme  was  what  you  have  stated? 

4Mwer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  told  me  that  that  was  their  programme  or  purpose ;  he  also  told 
me  that  he' had  learned  from  another  man,  named  Traynham,  that  that  was  the  pro- 
frtmnie. 

QuatUm.  Does  he  live  at  Aberdeen  ? 

Antwer,  No,  sir,  at  Athens,  Mississippi,  near  Aberdeen. 

(fuesHon,  In  your  county  t 

Antwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quetthn,  Give  us  your  other  source  of  information  ? 

Antwer.  Well,  sir,  I  got  my  information  from  the  same  source.  This  young  man  had 
derived  his  information  from  two  sources :  I  got  my  information  from  him.  He  learned 
it  from  the  crowd  of  young  men  at  church,  and  also  frx)m  Mr.  Traynham. 

Qi»erii4m.  Tlien  all  your  mformation  is  from  one  source— that  young  manf 

Antwer.  Yes,  air. 

Qiuttion,  He  obtained  his  information  from  two  sources  and  you  obtained  yours 
from  one  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  air. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Fool  : ) 

QMestUm.  The  young  man  of  whom  you  speak  lives  with  Mr.  Anderson  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

QtMtion,  Has  he  recently  come  to  your  State  from  Alabama  f 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  two  months  a^. 

QnetUon.  Does  any  other  young  man  who  came  from  Alabama  live  with  Mr.  Anderson  f 

Antwer.  No, sir;  he  is  the  omy  youuff  man.  Mr.  Anderson  himself  first  told  me  of 
Ute  circumstance,  and  he  afterwara  tooK  me  to  the  young  man  and  introduced  me. 

QnetUon.  You  have  heard  of  outrages  in  other  counties! 

Antwer.  Y<^  sir. 

Qnettion.  What  sort  of  outrages  have  been  perpetrated  in  those  other  counties  f 

Antwer.  I  have  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Mr.  Cornelius  McBride,  a  school  teacher^ 
in  the  county  of  Chickasaw.  He  was  whipped  the  latter  part  of  March,  I  think,  by 
a  small  band  of  disguised  men. 

^  QuetUan.  We  have  had  that  case  presented  to  us-  by  the  testimony  of  Mr.  McBride. 
Kune  any  other  case. 

Antwer.  I  have  heard  of  other  whippings  and  killings,  but  the  names  and  exact  cir- 
oomstancee  I  do  not  remember.  I  have  heard  of  the  Meridian  riot,  where  some  eight 
men  were  killed ;  and  I  have  heard  of  the  Pontotoc  Ku-Klux  afiEair,  of  which  you  have 
had  information,  I  suppose. 

Qnettkm,  Have  you  neard  of  the  whipping  of  men  in  the  counties  you  have  named 
Atoond  there  T 

Antwer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qnettum.  You  do  not  recollect  the  names  of  the  persons  whipped  f 

Antwer.  No,  sir ;  the  occurrences  were  rather  common,  and  1  never  charged  my  mind 
with  them ;  I  never  believed  in  the  existence  of  the  Ku-Klux  until  some  three  or  fbur 
months  Ago;  I  never  believed  until  then  that  there  was  such  a  thing. 

Qnettion.  Do  yon  know  whether  they  have  any  obligations,  oaths,  or  anything  of  that 
Mrtt 

Antwer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 
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Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  abont  their  signs  or  pass-words  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 
.   QueatUm,  Y^hat  class  of  men  compose  the  Kn-Eliix  organisation  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  who  it  is  that  compose  it ;  the  p^sons  arrested  and  takm  to 
Ozfc^  were  most  of  them,  I  believe,  weU^to-do  farmers. 

Question.  Do  any  of  the  democrats  appear  to  be  afraid  of  the  Ka-Elax  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Ton  never  heard  of  any  of  the  democrats  expressing  any  appreheniMm  of  a 
visit  from  the  Ku-Klnzf 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  uo  the  republicans  gjenerally  apprehend  visits  ? 

Answer.  Well,  some  of  the  tiimd  ones  do;  those  abont  town  do  not;  tiiose  IMag  at 
Aberdeen  have  no  apprehension,  beeanse  we  have  soldiers  there. 

Question.  You  mean  United  States  soldiers  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Who  is  in  command  of  those  soldiers  at  Aberdeen  f  1 

Answer.  Colonel  Rose,  of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry ;  he  has  one  company  there. 

QuaUon.  State  anything  farther  that  yoa  know  bearing  npon  this  ^peneral  snlnect. 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  that  I  know  anything  fbrther;  I  cannot  think  of  aoytmng 
jnst  now. 

By  Mr.  BucmLEY : 

Question.  H^vve  you  ev^  heaird  of  any  bandfl(pf  disguised  men  eoming  into  yoaroemty 
frcmi  other  States  f  , 

Answer.  I  never  have. 

Question.  Has  it  been  reported  in  your  county  that  bands  of  disguised  meai  kosa 
Alabama  came  over  into  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  1  have  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  going  into  other  counties  t 

Ansuxr.  I  have  neaid  of  bands  of  disguised  men  coming  into  Lauderdale  County  fit»m 
Alabama. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  unusual  complaints  among  the  plantera,  tbttt  tlM 
colored  people  were  not  working  as  well  as  they  did  formetly  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  any  unusual  complaints  in  regard  to  their  general  coadnet— 
that  they  are  inclined  to  steal  or  to  roam  over  the  country  more  than  usual  f 

Answer.  They  are  not  so  much  inclined  to  roam  over  the  country  as  they  were  in 
1865  and  1866.  They  are  occasionally  arrested,  as  white  men  are,  for  theft ;  bat  they 
are  usually  punished. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  the  breaking  up  of  free  schools ;  what  is  the  alleged  cause  foi 
the  breaking  up  of  these  schools  f 

Answer.  Opposition  to  free  schools  was  the  only  oaose. 

Question.  Have  you  anv  free  schools  now  in  Aberdeen  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  none  in  operation  now. 

Question.  Have  you  any  in  the  county  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  th^e  are  any  in  the  countjr ;  there  may  be  one  or  two. 

Question,  What  is  usually  assi^ped  as  tlie  cause  of  this  Ku-Klux  organisation  t  Tod 
spoke  something  of  high  taxes ;  is  that  the  usual  complaint  T 

Answer.  1  have  understood  that  that  was  the  cause.  Ii^  fkot,  persons  have  told  me 
that  as  long  as  taxes  were  so  high,  there  would  be  Ku-Kliix  in  the  country. 

Question,  Still  they  do  not  Ku-Klux,  as  a  general  thing,  the  persons  who  impose  these 
tazeet 

Answer.  Well,  Colonel  Huggins  may  have  be«i  whipped  fbr  that.  I  believe  I  hav« 
heard  somebody  say  he  was  whipped  perhaps  on  that  account.  He  was  superintettdsat 
of  education.  But  no  tax  has  ever  been  coUeeted  or  levied  in  Monroe  Comity  for 
school  purposes. 

i^UiSStion.  He  is  also  an  assessor  of  United  States  intenftal  revenue? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  is  an  assistant  asseowy  of  the  revenue. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  How  long  have  yon  lived  where  veu  now  reside  f 

Answer.  I  have  lived  nearly  four  years  in  Aberdeen. 

Q^estion.  What  is  your  employment  there  f 

Ansuter.  I  am  now  a  member  of  the  State  senate  finom  Monroe  and  Ohiokasaw  Oom- 
ties.    I  have  been  farming  and  merchandising  some  since  I  ha/ve  been  there^ 

Question,  When  were  you  elected  to  the  State  senate  t 

Answer.  In  1869. 

Question,  From  where  did  you  go  to  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  From  Calhoun,  Southern  Kentucky. 

Question.  Was  there  not  a  meeting  of  influential  democrats  very  recently,  abottt  tlM 
time  the  court  was  held,  discountenancing  these  affiftirs  f 
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Answer,  There  was,  I  understood,  (I  was  absent  at  the  time,)  a  meeting  of  citizens 
held  in  February  last,  or  some  time  last  spring.  A  few  citizens  of  the  town  held  a 
meeting  at  the  court-house,  at  which  I  think  they  rather  discountenanced  these  pro- 
ceedings. But  I  am  not  certain  that  the  meeting  was  held.  While  I  was  at  home  a 
few  days  from  the  legislature,  I  understood  that  a  meeting  was  to  be  held.  My  im- 
pression is  that  the  citizens  did  hold  a  meeting. 

Question,  How  long  had  you  lived  in  Kentucky  before  leaving  there  f 

Answer.  I  was  born  and  raised  in  Kentucky. 

Question,  These  transactions  of  which  you  have  spoken,  are  they  all  within  your  own 
knowledge  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  witnessed  any  of  them.  I  have  never  been  present  at 
the  whipping  or  killing  of  any  person. 

Question,  What  is  the  ground  of  complaint,  if  any,  among  the  citizens  there  ?  What 
do  they  alleee  t 

Answer,  Tney  are  generally  imposed  to  radicalism ;  and  that,  I  believe,  is  about  aU  I 
hear  them  say. 

Question,  Is  it  not  rather  opposition  to  the  heavy  taxation  that  is  imposed  ? 

Answer,  There  is  considerable  complaint  against  the  taxes.  There  has  never  been 
aoy  school  tax,  however,  levied  or  c^Jiected  in  Monroe  County,  under  the  recent  law. 
There  may  have  been  two  years  ago,  but  there  has  been  none  under  the  school  law 
which  was  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  1870 ;  there  has  never  been  any  tax  collected 
under  that  law.  Schools  were  organized  and  put  into  operation,  with  the  expectation 
that  the  tax  would  be  levied  and  ooUeeted ;  and  we  also  had  on  hand  about  $10,000  of 
the  Chickasaw  school  fund.  With  the  expectation  that  the  tax  would  be  levied  and 
bollected,  school-houses  were  built,  school-teachers  emj^oyed,  and  schools  put  in  oper- 
ation. 

Question.  How  was  that  done  T 

Answer,  By  the  board  of  education  and  the  superintendent  of  education  of  the 
county. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  Mr.  Hoggins  ? 

Answer,  He  is  the  superintendent  of  education.  This  was  done  by  the  board  of  school 
directors. 

Question,  These  school-houses  were  built  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  schools  were  not  taught  there? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  schools  were  commenced  pretty  generally  throughout  the  county. 

Question.  And  the  tax  assessed  f 

Anawfr,  No,  sir ;  it  never  was  levied  or  assessed. 

QuesHon,  Was  not  that  tax  the  entire  cround  of  opposition  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  could  have  oeen.  There  was  considerable  complaint  that 
the  tax  was  going  to  be  levied ;  but  still  it  never  was  levied. 

Question.  Whjr  was  it  not  levied! 

Answer,  The  impression  with  the  republicans  there  is  that  it  was  not  levied  because 
the  board  of  supervisors  were  afraid  to  levy  it.  The  majority  of  the  board  lived  on 
the  east  side  of  the  river,  and  the  impressi  on  of  all  the  repubbcans  whom  I  have  heard 
express  themselves,  ia  that  the  board  of  supervisors  were  afraid  to  levy  it.  The  Ku- 
Klux  have  asserted  that  it  never  should  be  levied. 

QuesUon,  How  do  you  know  thatf  s 

Answer,  Simply  from  eoounon  rumor. 

By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  By  what  method  were  these  school-houses  built  recently  f 

Answer,  They  were  built  under  contract. 

Question.  Were  they  built  from  the  proceeds  of  taxation,  or  by  subscription  t 

Answer,  They  were  built  by  contractors  who  expected  to  get  their  pay  from  the  taxes 
that  were  to  be  levied,  but  whicn  never  were  levied. 

QuesOon,  Have  the  school-houses  been  paid  fbrf 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  tax  has  never  been  levied  to  pay  for  them. 

Question,  who  is  in  debt  for  those  school-houses— the  State  or  the  county  T 

Answer,  The  county  is  in  debt  for  them. 

Question,  Do  you  know  how  much  your  county  is  in  debt  for  school*hou0es  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question.  Have  not  school-houses  be^i  built  by  subscription  t 

Answer.  Some  have,  I  have  understood,  been  bnilt'by  subseription. 

Question,  How  many  have  been  built  by  tlie  method  you  name— by  oontractorsy  with 
the  expectation  of  bemg  naid  from  taxes  to  be  levied  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  do  not  Know  the  number. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  As  many  as  forty  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  there  have  been  about  twenty-five  or  thirty  built. 
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By  Mr.  Coburn  : 

Question,  Over  what  district  of  country  ? 
Answer.  Tbroughoat  the  whole  county. 
Question,  Within  what  time  f 

Answer,  They  were  built  from  last  fall  up  to  this  sj^ring. 

Question,  Can  you  speak  of  the  State  in  connection  with  tlilB  matter  of  building 
Bchool-houses  f 
Answer,  No,  sir;  I  cannot. 

Question,  You  only  testify,  then,  as  to  your  own  county  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question,  How  many  have  been  built  in  Monroe  County  t 

Answer,  Mv  impression  is  that  some  twenty-five  or  thirty  have  been  built. 

Qu/BStion,  To  be  paid  out  of  this  tax  which  the  legislature  imposed  for  that  purpose  T 

Answer,  Not  a  tax  that  the  legislature  imposed,  but  a  tax  that  the  legislature  gave 
the  board  of  supervisors  of  each  county  the  right  to  impose. 

Question.  The  law  gave  to  the  board  of  supervisors  of  each  county  the  right  to  im- 
pose such  taxes  as  would  build  the  necessary  sahool-houses  and  employ  the  neoessauy 
number  of  teachers  to  establish  a  system  of  education  in  each  county ;  each  coun^ 
bearing  its  own  taxt 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  was  it  not  the  fact  that  wherever  there  were  twenty-five  children  of 
school  age  not  residing  within  three  miles  of  an  established  school-house,  they  had  a 
right  to  a  school-house  and  a  school  teacher  f 

Answer.  I  am  not  certain  about  that ;  my  mind  is  not  clear  on  that  subject.  I  have 
never  read  the  school  bill  since  it  was  printed,  but  that  is  probably  the  case. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Did  you  say  your  county  had  a  flind  of  $10,000 1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  ten  or  twelve  thousand  dollars  of  the  Chickasaw  school  fiind. 

Question,  Belongiug  to  the  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  B&CK : 

Question,  Explain  that  Chickasaw  school  fund.  Was  there  not  $250,000  of  this  fond 
which  the  State  had  on  hand  ? 

Anewer.  I  do  not  know  how  much  was  on  hand.  There  was  ten  or  twelve  thooaand 
dollars  belonging  to  Monroe  County.  The  county  derived  it  from  the  sale  of  the  Chick- 
asaw school  laods. 

Question,  There  Were  lands  known  as  Chickasaw  school  lands  which  the  State  was 
authorized  to  sell  and  apply  the  proceeds  for  educational  purposes  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  various  counties  in  the  Chickaaaw  survey. 

Question,  And  the  share  of  that  fund  belonging  to  the  county  of  Monroe  was  about 
$10,000  f 

Answer.  Ten  or  twelve  thousand  doUars ;  I  am  not  certain  which. 

Question,  'i'hat  was  a  fund  wholly  independent  of  the  amount  raised  by  taxaticm  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  If  I  am  correct  in  the  assumption  that  each  twenty-five  children  of  sohocd 
age,  not  residing  within  three  miles  of  an  established  school,  are  entitled  to  a  Bcho(^- 
house,  how  many  school-houses  do  you  think  would  be  required  to  supply  the  county 
of  Monroe  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  form  any  estimate ;  I  do  not  know  how  many  schoOl-hooses  were 
already  built.  Nor  do  I  know  the  number  of  children  in  the  county.  I  do  not  know 
the  number  of  school-houses  in  the  county  when  the  ^hool  law  went  into  operation, 
and  which,  therefore,  did  not  require  to  be  built  in  the  various  districts. 

Question,  Mr.  McBride  said  that  the  county  of  Chickasaw  had  about  two  hundred 
schools ;  is  Monroe  a  larger  or  a  smaller  county  f 

Answer,  Not  so  large.  Did  Mr.  McBride  say  that  Chickasaw  had  two  hundred  school- 
houses! 

*'Qf$estion,  Yes.  sir. 

Answer,  Mr.  McBride  was  very  much  mistaken  if  he  said  that.  My  impreaaion  was 
that  they  did  not  have  more  than  fifty  or  sixty  in  Chickasaw  f 

Question,  You  do  not  know  how  many  schools  it  will  require  to  complete  that  school 
system,  in  accordance  with  the  authority  given^to  the  school  board,  provided  they  ex- 
ercise it  to  the  extent  the  law  allows  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Your  teachers  are  allowed  $40,  $60,  and  $100  a  month,  according  to  the  grade 
•f  the  schools  t 

Answer^  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  $150  was  the  highest. 
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QuetUon.  Aod  $40  a  month  the  lowest  t 

Answer,  I  think  $50  was  the  lowest  in  Monroe  County.  The  law  authorized  the  boaid 
of  education,  in  each  county,  to  establish  the  rate  to  be  paid  to  teachers. 

QuegUon.  Last  year  was  rather  an  unfortunate  year  for  your  farmers  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  1  mean  in  prices  f  • 

Answer.  The  crops  were  splendid  through  that  section  of  country,  but  the  prices  wert 
not  good. 

Question.  In  other  words,  the  crop  was  not  a  remunerative  one  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  do  not  know  though  whether  the  abundance  of  the  crop  did  not 
make  up  for  the  small  price. 

Question.  How  many  colored  voters  have  you  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  About  twenty-six  hundred. 

QuesUon.  How  many  white  voters  t 

Answer.  I  think  about  fourteen  hundred  or  fifteen  hundred. 

Question.  What  proportion  of  the  white  vote  is  republican  T 

Answer.  It  is  estimated  that  there  are  about  two  hundred  white  republicans.  I  tnink 
somewhere  between  one  hundred  and  fifty  and  two  hundred. 

Question.  Is  the  property  of  Monroe  County  owned  principally  by  the  white  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  / 

Question.  You  had  no  fi-ee  negroes  of  any  account  in  your  State  before  the  war  t 

Answer.  1  was  not  there  before  the  war :  but  there  were  none  of  any  consequence. 

Question.  There  were  only  about  seven  nundxed  in  the  whole  State,  I  believe  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  know  of  two  or  three  who  were  free  before  the  war,  but  they  did 
not  own  property ;  and  I  do  not  know  that  they  own  any  more  now. 
-  Question.  Whatever  property  is  owned  by  the  colored  population  has  been  accumu- 
lated since  the  war  Y 
•  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Except  where  they  own  town  lots,  is  not  their  property  generally  personal 
property! 

Answer.  As  a  general  thing  their  proper^  consists  of  personal  property. 

Question.  You  nave  a  law  in  Mississippi  which  exempts  from  taxation  a  certain  quan- 
tity of  household  goods,  farming  utensils,  cows,  sheep,  hogs,  &c.  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  other  words,  the  exemption  covers  the  great  bulk  of  the  property  of  the 
colored  people  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  it  would.  We  have  a  two-dollar  poll  tax  that  is 
paid  by  every  citizen  over  twenty-one  years  of  age.    That  goes  to  the  school  fund. 

Question.  That  comes  from  aJl  alike  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  ^  the  limit  to  which  the  poll  tax  can  go  under  the  constitution  f 

Answer.  I  think  that  is  the  provision  of  the  constitution,  but  I  am  not  very  clear 
about  it.    I  know  the  tax  is  $2  now. 

Question.  If  your  school  system  had  been  carried  out  to  the  full  extent  authorized  by 
law ;  if  your  school  board  had  exercised  their  full  authority  in  building  the  number  of 
ichool-houses  that  they  had  tiie  right  to  build  to  accommodate  all  the  children  of  school 
age,  and  employing  the  necessary  number  of  teachers,  would  not  the  tax  have  been  a 
veiy  heavy  one  upon  the  white  people  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  think  $32,000  was  the  estimate  presented  by^he  board  of  directors  to  the 
b«{rd  of  supervisors,  to  be  levied  as  a  sufficiency  to  run  the  schools  for  the  year. 

By  ^Ir.  3UCKLEY : 

Quss^on.  For  the  whole  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    That  included  the  building  of  school-houses. 

By  Mr.  Beck  : 

Question.  Or  the  renting  of  such  as  were  necessary  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  not  the  &ct  that  your  county  proposed,  wherever  there  could  be 
found  a  vacant  house  which  could  be  rented  cheaply  for  a  school-house,  and  which 
would  answer  the  purpose,  to  avoid  building  new  ones,  and  thus  cany  out  the  system 
graduaUy,  not  piling  on  all  the  expense  at  once  t 

i^Ansiwer.  Yes,  1  think  that  was  the  intention  of  the  board  of  school  directors. 
^Question.  The  object  was  to  keep  down  the  expenses  for  school-buildings  by  erecting 
them  only  where  absolutely  necessary,  thus  distributing  the  taxation  equitably  from 
year  to  year  instead  of  piling  it  on  all  at  onoe  for  the  building  of  school-lM>U8e6 1 
^Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ir»  -»' 

^Question.  Of  course,  your  people  generally  at  ihe  close  of  the  war  were  pretty  poor, 
with  the  exception  of  their  lana  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  •  My  county,  though,  was  a  very  wealthy  one. 

'24'm 
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Question.  It  had  been  very  wealthy  in  slaves  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  it  ivas  wealthy  in  land.  A  great  many  wealthy  men  'lived 
there.    It  was  one  of  the  richest  connties  in  the  State. 

Question.  Of  course  the  slave  property  all  went  with  the  close  of  the  war,  and  yonr 
county,  like  the  rest,  was  a  good  deal  in  debt  t  ^ 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  Suppose  so.  I  do  not  know  much  about  their  financial  condition 
at  the  close  of  the  war.    I  was  not  there  then.  «« ■ 

Question.  With  the  taxation  that  has  been  necessary  to  start  Ihe  State  government, 
and  with  the  losses  to  which  the  people  have  been  subjected  in  one  way  or  another, 
}^owing  out  of  the  war,  any  considerable  tax  is  regarded  by  them  as  a  pretty  heavy 
burden  T 

Ansvoer,  1  think  the  msgority  of  the  people  there,  or  at  any  rate  a  great  nnmher, 
would  have  grumbled  at  almost  any  tax. 

Question.  1  believe  that  the  tax  collector  in  that  State  can  sell  for  unpaid  taxes  a 
cow,  or  a  horse,  or  anything  of  that  kind  that  is  not  exempted  by  law  from  taxation  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  '■ 

Question.  And  your  tax  reaches  the  very  poorest,  and  is  frequently  a  greater  burden 
to  them  than  to  the  rich  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  the  burden  &tlls  more  heavily  on  the  poor  than  on  the  rich. 

Question.  Up  to  the  time  when  your  school  law  was  put  in  operation  your  county 
had  been  comparatively  quiet  ?  Up  to  within  the  last  nine  months  there  had  been  no 
trouble  f 

Answer,  I  think  that  but  one  outrage  had  ever  been  committed,  and  that  was  before 
the  election  in  1869,  before  the  school  law  was  enacted ;  in  fact,  it  was  before  the  nomi- 
nation of  the  republican  State  officers  and  the  adoption  of  the  platform  which  promised 
free  schools  to  the  people. 

Question.  After  that  time,  with  this  taxation  in  prospect,  that  county  began  to  get 
more  turbulent  f 

Aiistx)er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  you  could  hear  that  the  threatened  taxation  was  being  talked  about, 
and  resistance  to  it  threatened  by  the  people  generally  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  those  who  were  punished  or*  killed  had  about  as  little  to  do 
with  it 

Question,,  I  am  not  speaking  of  that ;  I  am  speaking  of  the  general  bad  feeling. 

Answer,  There  was  a  geneial  opposition  to  iree  schools. 

Question.  Was  not  that  opposition  consequent  upon  the  imposition  or  expected  impo- 
sition of  taxation  necessary  to  support  the  system  proposed  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  knew  that  any  taxation  was 
to  be  levied.  They  do  not  generally  know  throughout  the  country  what  is  to  be  done. 
I  do  not  think  they  knew  anything  about  the  taxes  that  far  in  advance. 

Question,  Was  not  the  system  to  be  put  in  operation  last  fall  t 

Answer,  Last  winter. 

Question.  And  the  great  bulk  of  the  outrages,  with  the  exception  of  one  or  two  in 
October,  have  occurred  since  then  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  they  could  not  be  attributed  to  that  fact. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  only  law  that  you  have  heard  the  people  threaten  to  dis- 
obey and  annul  f  Do  you  know  any  other  law  that  they  have  been  generally 
threatening  to  oppose  and  resist  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  other. 

Question,  But  they  have  opposed  this  one  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    There  seems  to  be  a  general  opposition  to  free  schools. 

Question,  Does  it  not  strike  you  as  pretty  severe,  that  a  few  families  of  negroes  who 
perhaps  pay  no  taxation  but  tiieir  poll-tax  and  who  have  perhaps  four  or  five  children 
apiece,  should  when  they  can  get  together  twenty-five  children  of  school  age,  three 
miles  from  an  existing  school^iouse,  oe  entitled  to  have  a  school-hooBe  buut  and  to 
have  a  school-teacher  for  their  benefit,  at  (150  a  month — a  teacher  brought  from 
another  part  of  the  country  and  paid  by  taxation  of  the  white  people  in  their  preaent 
impoverished  condition  t 

Answer.  A  school-teacher  for  them  would  not  cost  |150  a  month. 

Question.  The  teacher  would  cost  at  least  $50  a  month  t 

Answer,  He  might  cost  forty  or  fifty  dollars  a  month. 

Question.  You  said  that  |50  was  the  minimum  in  your  county  ? 

Answer,  I  believe  it  is. 

Qu^tion.  So  that  the  expense  for  each  teacher  must  be  at  least  $50  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  there  is  the  cost  of  the  school-building  if  there  is  no  ^Ti^J«g 
school-house  convenient  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu^tion.  All  of  which  expense  must  be  paid  out  of  the  taxation  upon  the  people  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Question,  And  the  great  mass  of  this  taxation  comes  from  the  white  people,  and  they 
are  pretty  generally  poor  f 

Answer,  Ef  that  had  happened  it  would  have  been  pretty  oppressive;  bat  nothing 
of  the  kind  ever  happened  in  our  county. 

Question.  Because  your  school  board  got  alarmed,  and  did  not  carry  out  the  plan 
contemplated  by  the  law  f 

Anstoer,  They  had  many  of  the  schools  in  opera  don.  and  were  especting  to  have 
money  to  pay  for  teachers  and  for  the  buildine  of  schools. 

Question,  The^  exhausted  their  interest  in  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  f 

Anstcer,  No,  sir,  they  have  not  exhausted  it,  by  any  means.    But  they  have  no  right 
to  Ikpply  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  to  the  building  of  school-houses. 
'    Question.  That  could  be  applied  only  to  the  payment  of  teachers  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Were  not  the  mass  of  the  teachers  employed  in  your  county  brought  from 
other  parts  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  Some  of  them  were. 

Question,  Were  they  not  generally  T 

Anstver.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  the  white  people  of  Mississippi  generally  take  kindly  to  teaching  the 
'  colored  people  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  very  few  of  them  do.  The  schools  were  mostly  taught  by  men  from 
the  North  and  by  ladies.    In  some  instances  they  employed  colored  teachers. 

Question.  And  the  colored  teachers  had  to  be  brought  from  abroad  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  In  some  instances  we  had  those  among  us  who  were  competent ; 
but  these  were  very  few ;  our  negroes  were  mostly  illiterate. 

Question.  The  great  bulk  of  your  teachers  came  from  the  North  and  elsewhere,  out- 
side of  the  State  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  the  majority  of  them  did.  Some  of  them  were 
brought  there  from  abroad. 

Question.  How  many  white  male  teachers  did  you  have  in  your  county  who  were 
Mississippiansf 

Anwcer.  I  do  not  remember.  I  think  we  had  some  eight  or  ten.  I  do  not  know  that 
they  were  Mississippians ;  they  were  southern  men  and  men  who  had  a  residence  there. 

Question.  Were  thev  teaching  colored  schools  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  whether  they  were  teaching  colored  schools ;  they  taught 
schools. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  those  who  taught  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  we  had  that  many  teaching  colored  schools. 

Question.  Was  it  not  very  hard  to  get  southern  men  to  teach  colored  schools  f 

Ansv?er.  Yes,  sir;  as  a  general  thing,  if  they  taught  at  all,  tiiey  preferred  to  teach 
the  white  schools.  In  fact  a  young  man  who  lives  on  the  eastern  side  of  tl^  river — a 
Mr.  Wilson — told  me  that  he  was  visited  by  the  Ku-Klux  when  he  was  tallong  about 
toaching  a  free  school. 

Question.  The  scholars  of  these  free  schools  do  not  pay  anything,  of  course  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Their  parents  pay  nothing  except  their  proportion  of  taxes  T 

Answer.  That  is  all. 

Question.  If  they  have  no  property  to  be  taxed  they  go  entirely  free  ? 

Answer,  Except  their  poll-tax. 

Question,  And  the  property  of  the  county  has  to  meet  the  expense  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Your  county  of  course  is  officered  altogether  by  republicans  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  your  school  board  are  all  republicans  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  ' 

Question,  Are  they  not  all  appointees  of  Governor  Alcorn  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  superintendent  of  education  was  appointed  by  the  board  of 
education  of  the  State,  composed  of  the  State  superintendent  of  educaticm,  the  attor- 
ney general,  and  the  secretary  of  state.  A  majority  of  the  board  of  school  directors  of 
our  county  are  democrats. 

Question,  How  were  they  appointed  t 

Anstoer,  By  the  board  of  supervisors. 

Question,  The  supervisors  are  republicans  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them.  Three  of  them  are  democrats,  and  two  are  colored 
men — ^republi  cans. 

Question,  Who  appointed  them  f 

Answer.  They  were  appointed  by  the  governor,  but  on  account  of  their  fitness,  not 
on  account  of  their  politics.    I  am  speaking  now  with  reference  to  Monroe  County. 

Question.  I  judge  frx)m  the  election  returns  which  I  have  here  that  at  your  last 
election  you  had  a  full  vote  in  your  county  f 
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Ansufer,  No.  sir ;  it  was  not  a  fall  vote. 

Question,  Alcorn  got  2,600  votes  and  Dent  nearly  a  thousand  ? 

Anstcer,  But  that  was  not  a  full  vote,  because  we  have  upwards  of  4,000  yoters  in 
the  county. 

Question,  Is  not  3,600  a  pretty  large  vote  T 

Answer,  Tes,  sir;  it  is  a  large  vote;  it  was  within  four  or  five  hundred  of  the  full 
vote. 

Question,  Tou  mean  within  four  or  five  hundred  of  what  would  have  been  the  num- 
ber if  everybody  had  voted  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  is  conceded  by  all  parties  that  it' was  not  a  full  vote. 

Question,  But  was  it  not  in  proportion  to  the  aggregate  number  of  voters  as  large  a 
vote  as  is  usually  cast  in  any  locality  f  • 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  suppose  it  is  about  a  fair  vote. 

Question,  Is  not  all  the  labor  you  have  in  that  country  needed  by  your  people  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  it  is  all  needed. 

Question,  Can  you  understand  why  persons  who  need  labor — who  need  all  they  have — 
should  want  to  run  out  of  the  country  the  only  labor  they  have  f  For  I  believe  the 
colored  labor  is  all  the  labor  you  have  in  your  country  t 

Answer,  It  is  the  principal  part  of  the  labor ;  we  have  some  white  laborers. 

Question,  Not  enough  to  amount  to  very  much  f 

Ansu)€r,  No ;  the  great  bulk  of  the  labor  is  done  by  the  colored  people. 

Question,  And  it  is  all  needed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  colored  laborers  say  that  the  Eu-Elux  will  not  permit  ibem 
to  leave;  in  some  districts  in  which  these  outrages  are  committed  they  are  afraid  to 
attempt  to  leave.  -** 

Question,  Is  there  not  a  disposition  amon^  your  colored  population  to  flock  into  towns  f 

Answer,  There  was  such  a  disposition  Portly  after  the  war ;  I  do  not  think  it  pre- 
vails now  to  such  an  extent  as  it  did  then.  -* 

QuesUon,  When  they  did  flock  into  the  towns  in  such  inordinate  numbers,  "when 
there  was  not  enough  employment  for  them  there,  were  there  not  constant  compuunts 
of  pilfering,  petty  larceny,  &c.  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  were  some,  of  course. 

Question,  That  you  think  is  passing  away  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  passing  away ;  there  are  not  so  many  complaints  as  there 
have  been  heretofore. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Your  free  schools  are  divided  into  white  and  black  schools  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  find  native  southern  white  men  who  are  willing  to  teach  the  whit« 
free  schools  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  not  very  many  willing  to  teach  the  black  free  schools  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  many. 

Question,  You  said  you  thought  there  were  about  thirty-five  schools  in  your  coonty  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  recollection ;  but  I  am  not  sure  about  the  number. 

Question,  And  eignt  or  ten  of  those  schools,  either  white  or  black,  are  taught  by 
southern  white  men  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  may  be  eight  or  ten  southerners,  male  and  female. 

Question,  And  there  are  some  colored  men  teaching  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  are  a  few  colored  teachers  in  the  county. 

Question,  And  the  remainder  of  the  teachers  have  come  in  frx)m  other  States  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tlurty-two  thousand  dollars  was  the  extreme  amount  of  the  tax  that  was 
to  be  levied  for  school  purposes  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  last  estimate  presented  to  the  board ;  I  think  it  waa  $32,000 ; 
it  may  have  been  a  little  over,  but  it  was  about  that.  * 

Question,  Would  $32,000  of  tax  collected  in  that  county  be  a  very  onerous  taxation  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  would  be.  The  taxable  property  of  tne  county,  real  and 
person^  is  a  little  less  than  $4,000,000. 

By  Mr.  Bucklby  ; 

Question,  You  have  rich  prairie  lands  in  that  county,  have  you  not  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  portion  of  the  county  is  rich  prairie  land. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  The  entire  tax  is  paid  by  the  white  people :  is  it  not  t 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  is  a  poU-tax  of  $2  which  is  collected  frrom  every  male  penoa 
over  the  age  of  twenty-one  years,  and  which  goes  to  the  school  fund. 
Question,  Is  that  tax  collected  t 
Answer,  They  attempt  to  collect  it ;  I  do  not  know  what  amount  is  delinquent. 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QuesUan,  Is  the  school  tax  levied  upon  all  sorts  of  property  f 

AnsvDer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Personal  as  well  as  real  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  any  property  exempt  firom  the  school  tax  f 

Answer,  Property  exempt  from  taxation  is  exempt  from  the  school  tax. 

Question,  To  what  extent  is  propertv  exempt  from  taxation  in  your  State  f 

Ansvcer,  I  do  not  recollect  the  list  or  exemptions. 

QitesUon,  Many  colored  people  in  yonr  county  own  horses,  hogs,  cows,  Slq.  T 

Ansxoer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Is  not  that  generally  the  case  f  ^ 

Answer,  It  is  very  frequently  the  case.  * 

Question,  Are  any  of  these  articles  exempt  from  taxation  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  horse,  a  cow,  some  hogs,  and  a  few  other  things.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber the  list  of  property  exempt. 

>    Question,  Do  not  the  colored  people  generally  in  your  county  own  more  property 
than  the  exemption  covers?, 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  How  much  of  the  tax  of  your  county  do  you  suppose  is  paid  by  the  colored 
people! 

Answer,  I  really  do  not  know. 

QuestUm,  Is  it  not  a  very  small  proportion  in  comparison  with  the  whole  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  small  in  comparison  with  the  whole,  because  the  negroes  are 
not  such  lorgb  property-holders  as  the  white  people ;  and  the  white  people  pay  that 
much  more  tax  in  proportion. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Would  not  a  tax  levied  upon  the  colored  people  be  quite  as  onerous  upon 
them  as  one  levied  upon  the  white  people  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  because  they  are  less  able  to  pay  it. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  pretext  of  this  threatened  school  tax  was  really  the  cause 
of  the  operations  of  this  Ku-Klux  organization  T 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not. 

Question,  What  connection  could  the  murder  of  negroes  have  with  the  school  tax  ? 

Answer,  I  cannot  see  that  it  could  have  any;  I  have  never  heard  that  it  had  any. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  The  members  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  you  say,  are  appointed  by  the 
governor  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuiSStion,  In  your  county  that  board  is  composed  of  three  white  men  and  two  colored 
menf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  members  of  that  board  were  appointed  by  reason  of  their  fitness 
for  their  position  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  this  board  of  supervisors  have  any  connection  whatever  with  the 
levying  of  your  school  tax  t 

Answer,  They  ar^  required  by  law  to  make  the  levy.  They  make  it  upon  estimates 
furnished  by  the  board  of  school  directors. 

Question.  Then  they  made  the  levy 

Answer,  They  did  not  make  any  levy ;  they  never  have  made  any  levy. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  they  approved  of  it  or  not  t 

Answer.  It  was  thought  until  about  four  or  five  months  ago  that  they  would  make 
the  levy ;  it  was  hoped  and  supposed  they  would ;  at  the  time  they  were  appointed  no 
pei-son  doubted  that  they  would  make  the  levy. 

Question,  Did  they  assign  any  reason  for  not  making  the  levy  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  any  reason  assigned.  They  simply  delayed  it  from 
time  to  time. 

Question,  At  what  time  did  your  present  school  law  go  into  operation  t 

Answer,  I  think  it  went  into  operation  in  July,  1870. 

Question,  Before  that  law  went  into  operation,  or  before  it  was  passed,  what  was  the 
sentiment  in  your  State  in  regard  to  the  education  of  the  colored  people  f 
.    Answer,  The  republicans  were  in  favor  of  the  education  of  the  children;  the  demo- 
crats were  opposed  to  it. 

Question.  That  was  before  anything  was  said  about  taxes  for  free  schools  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  generally  conceded. 
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Question,  Was  your  county  much  injured  by  tlie  war  ?  Were  tiiere  any  raids  into 
that  county  t 

Answer.  I  was  not  there  during  the  war ;  but  my  understanding  is  that  the  county 
was  not  injured  materially  by  the  war,  except  as  to  property  in  slaves. 

Question.  The  rich  lands  remain  f 

Ansu^er,  They  are  still  as  productive  as  Qver. 

Question,  You  have,  then,  in  that  county  great  demand  for  labor  ? 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  meeting  held  by  the  colored  people  to  take  into  considera- 
tion a  chan^  of  residence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  state  that  matter  a  little  more  fully  f 

Answer.  I  wa§  not  present  at  the  meeting;  I  understood,  however,  from  one  or  two 
colored  men  who  did  attend  that  that  subject  was  discussed ;  that  that  was  the  object 
of  the  meeting^. 

Qitestion.  They  proposed  to  leave  that  country  T 

Ansu)er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Because  they  were  not  protected  in  their  persons  and  property  ? 
•    Atiswer.  Yes,  sir.    One  of  the  men  with  whom  I  talked  said  they  wanted  to  go  to 
some  place  where  they  could  lie  down  and  sleep  at  nights. 

Question.  They  felt  that  they  could  not  do  that  in  sa^ty  where  they  were  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  this  $32,000,  which  it  was  proposed  to  levy  for  school  purposes,  would 
not  some  five  or  six  thousand  dollars  of  it  have  been  paid  by  the  coloi^  voters  of  the 
county  by  the  poll-tax,  at  f2  a  piece  t  -  -  ^*a^ak» 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir :  I  suppose  tnat  at  least  (5,000  of  it  would  have  been  paid  by  the 
colored  people  of  the  county. 

By  the  Chaibmak,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Have  any  outrages  been  committed  in  your  county,  and  charged  to  the 
Loyal  League  ?  »   ^«:>> 

Answer.  There  has  never  been  a  Loyal  League  in  Monroe  County.  I  have  so  been 
informed  by  all  the  intelligent  colored  men  and  white  republicans  of  the  county 
with  whom  I  have  ever  talked  on  that  subject ;  they  say  there  never  was  a  Loyal 
League  in  the  county. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  1, 1871. 
CHARLES  BASKERVILL  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairicak.  (Mr.  Pool.)  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  at  the  request  of 
the  minority  of  tne  committee,  General  Blair  will  open  his  examination. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  State  your  place  of  residence,  and  how  long  you  have  lived  there. 

Answer.  1  reside  in  the  county  of  Noxubee,  State  of  Mississippi.  I  have  lived  there 
ever  since  the  fall  of  1866.  Previous  to  that  I  resided  from  1851  in  the  city  of  Colum- 
bus, Lowndes  County. 

Question.  Are  you  a  native  of  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  I  am  not ;  I  am  a  native  of  Virginia. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Miaaissippi  T  • 

Answer.  Ever  since  the  faU  of  1851. 

QuesUon.  Have  you  ever  held  any  public  positions  in  the  State  T 

Answer.  I  have  never  held  any  office  whatever  in  the  State  of  MississippL  I  have 
never  taken  any  interest  in  such  matters.  I  was  a  merchant  and  nlanter,  and  never 
sought  any  public  position.  On  one  or  two  occasions  offices  were  onered  to  me ;  but  I 
never  desired  to  enter  into  political  life. 

Question.  You  have  never  held  any  civil  position  whatever  T 

Answer.  No,  sir, 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  army  during  the  war  T 

Answer.  I  was.  1  was  a  lieutenant  colonel  of  cavalry  in  the  army  of  the  Confederate 
States.  I  also  held  a  position  in  the  treasury  department  during  the  latter  part  of 
the  war. 

Question.  What  is  your  business  now  T 

Answer.  I  am  planter ;  and  I  am  also  general  agent,  for  the  States  of  Alabama  aad 
Mississippi,  of  Messrs.  Jay  Cooke  &,  Company's  insurance  company — ^the  National  Life 
"surance  Company.  * 

^lestum.  That  employment  gives  you  considerable  intercourse  with  the  people  of 
own  State?  • 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  travel  over  those  two  States  for  the  purpose  of  appointing  afipentti 
■and  supervising  the  business  generally.  All  reports  are  made  to  me  and  throu^  mo 
to  the  headquarters  of  the  company.  I  have  traveled  a  creat  deal  through  Mississippi 
and  considerably  in  Alabama ;  but  my  acquaintance  with  Alabama  is  of  more  recent 
date. 

Question,  The  questions  put  to  you  have  been  merely  preliminary,  to  enable  the  com- 
mittee to  understand  the  sources  of  your  iuformation  and  knowledge  in  reference  to 
the  subject  of  our  inquiry.  State  now  whether  you  know  anything  of  any  secret 
organization  of  disguised  men  in  your  State. 

Ansticer,  I  know  of  no  secret,  disguised,  organized  bodies  in  the  State.  I  do  not 
believe  that  any  organizations  as  such  exist  throughout  the  State ;  but  I  am  aware 
that  there  have  been  occasionally  (that  is,  I  have  heard  it  occasionally)  some  men  who 
were  disguised.  I  have  personal  knowledge  of  one  or  two  instances  of  that  sort.  But 
as  to  any  body  of  "v^hat  are  called  Ku-Klux,  or  anything  of  that  sort,  (to  which  I  under- 
stand the  question  has  reference,)  I  do  not  believe  they  exist. 

Question.  Are  the  laws  against  crime  enforced  in  your  State  T  If  they  are  not 
enforced,  tell  the  committee  why  they  have  not  been. 

Answer.  I  consider  that  the  laws  have  been  very  well  obeyed  by  the  people  of  the 
State  of  Mississippi,  and  they  have  been  pretty  well  enforced.  I  do  not  b^eye  that 
uny  organizations  have  committed  any  positive  violations  of  law  except  in  some  few 
instances.  I  stated  that  I  knew  of  one  or  two  instances;  I  did  not  see  them;  but  I 
have  personal  knowledge  of  two  or  three  occurrences  of  that  sort. 

QnLO^on,  "When  the  laws  were  violated  ? 

Answer,  When  the  laws  were  violated. 

QaesUon,  State  to  the  committee  the  particulars. 

Anstcer,  I  remember  one  case  of  a  disguised  band  of  men  interrupting  a  negro 
church.  I  think  either  a  fair  or  supper  was  going  on ;  and  some  parties  came  in  masks 
to  the  church  and  disturbed  the  proceedings,  whatever  they  were—disturbed  the  order 
of  the  assemblage.  A  party  rushed  up  to  them  and  pu)ied  off  their  masks ;  and  they 
were  discovered  to  be  colored  persons. 
:  Question,  When  was  that  f 

Answer.  Some  eight  months  ago ;  I  do  not  remember  the  date ;  I  did  not  tax  my 
memory  with  the  dates  of  these  matters. 

Question,  In  what  locality  did  that  occur  f 

Answer,  In  the  town  of  Macon ;  and  one  of  the  parties — Charles  Steward — was  tba 
son  of  one  our  representatives. 

Question.  Yon  mean  one  of  the  negroes  who  were  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  one  of  them  was  the  son  of  Isham  Steward,  who  is  a  negro  repre 
sentative  from  Noxubee  in  the  legislature  of  Mississippi.  The  parties  were  arrested ; 
but  I  believe  they  were  discharged,  as  the  proceeding  was  a  sort  of  hoax ;  there  was 
no  intention  to  do  any  harm.  Another  case  which  has  come  under  my  personal 
knowledge  was  this :  A  negro  in  the  lower  part  of  Noxubee  County  had  etolen  a  horee 
bel<Migin^  to  a  man  there.  He  had  been  arrested  and  convicted  before  the  magistrate 
of  that  district.,  and  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  a  bailiff  or  constable^  who  chained  him 
in  an  out-building  of  his  house,  a  cabin  in  the  yard,  with  an  ordmary  padlock,  and 
retired  for  the  night.  The  next  morning  the  negro  who  had  been  chained  was  missing. 
8ome  fifty  or  sixty  neffroee  came  to  the  house  of  this  constable  in  the  night,  some  two 
days  afterward,  woke  nim  up,  and  told  hink  lie  had  to  produce  this  negro. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  the  constable's  name  f 

Answer,  "Bridges ;  I  think  it  is  J.  W.  Bridges,  but  I  am  not  certain,  except  as  to  his 
last  name.  He  saw  them  i^proaching  his  house  and  came  out  with  his  rifle.  As  they 
4kpproached  I  think  he  fired  at  them.  They  fired  some  fifty  or  sixty  shots  at  him.  He 
ran  out  of  the  back  door,  and  as  he  resided  near  the  Alabama  Ime,  he  e6cai>ed  into 
Alabama.  Some  four  negro  men  entered  his  chamber  and  witii  cocked  pistols  remained 
over  his  wife  all  night,  and  demanded  that  he  should  be  produced  before  they  would 
give  her  up.    They  did  not,  however,  do  her  any  injury. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Were  theee  negroes  di8fl;uised  f 

AnSicer,  They  were  not  disguised.  There  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  negroes.  The  par- 
ties were  arrested  onlv  about  a  month  ago,  and  I  saw  with  my  own  eyes  twenty-two 
of  them,  I  think.  I  know  there  were  more  tiban  twenty  brought  into  the  town  of 
Macon  to  be  incarcerated  for  this  attack  upon  Bridges.  Many  of  them  have  given 
bonds  to  appear  before  the  circuit  court;  some  few  of  them  are  still  in  iail.  X&at  is 
the  extent  of  that  matt-er,  so  far  as  I  know  it.  The  negroes  supposed  that  the  negro 
-who  was  missing  had  been  killed.  No  testimony  has  ever  been  f^duced  to  that  efibct ; 
and  it  is  not  believed  bv  respectable  citizens  of  the  country  that  he  was.  Thev  think 
that  he  got  loose.  The  lock  was  an  ordinary  padlock,  that  any  one  might  have  broken. 
The  padlock  was  found  broken. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QUiesUon,  Please  state  the  name  of  the  negro  who  was  arrested  by  the  constable  and 
^^hiuued. 

•»  Answer,    I  do  not  know  his  name ;  but  I  can  give  yon  the  Dame  of  the  party  whoee 
horse  he  stole,  and  that  will  identify  the  case^  if  necessary. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuegHon,  Qive  that  name. 

Answer,  He  stole  a  horse  beloDeing  to  a  planter  there  named  Charles  W.  Moore.  It 
was  a  very  fine  horse  that  Mr.  Moore  prized  very  much,  llie  negro  was  caught  yn^ 
the  horse,  brought  back,  turned  over  to  the  magistrate,  and,  after  bein^  convicted, 
mven  into  the  custody  of  the  constable.  He  got  away  that  night,  or  rather  disappeared ; 
Sbat  is  all  I  say  about  it.  The  constable  was  fired  on  and  attempted  to  be  killed  by  the 
negroes  in  the  neighborhood  because  the  man  had  got  away. 

QuesUan,  Do  you  know  any  other  cases  f 

Answer,  Those  are  the  only  two  that  came  within  my  personal  knowledge.  I  hAve 
paid  very  little  attention  to  such  matters,  because  I  have  been  one  of  those  persons — 
and  there  are  thousands  of  such — who  do  not  believe  that  there  is  any  such  body  as 
Ku-Elux.  I  know  of  another  case  which  it  may  be  proper  I  should  mention.  I  «n 
spealdng  now  only  of  such  cases  as  I  have  knowledge  of.  I  have  heard  of  a  great 
many  that  I  know  nothing  about ;  but  this  case,  like  the  other  two,  came  within  my 
personal  knowledge ;  I  mean  I  obtained  my  information  firom  parties  whom  I  knew 
something  about.  A  man  by  the  name  of  Thomas  N.  Brookshire,  a  confeden^  soldiery 
who  was,  I  believe,  a  native  of  Mississippi,  set  up  a  sort  of  a  store  in  the  neighborhood 
of  a  number  of  }arge  plantations,  and  he  was  selling  whiskv  and  everything  else  that 
the  people  wanted.  He  was  looked  upon  as  a  demoralizer  of  the  neighborhooid,  because 
he  did  the  most  of  his  trade  at  niffht.  He  purchased  cotton  in  the  seed,  which  under 
the  laws  of  Mississippi  was  forbidden. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qtieaiicm,  It  is  not  forbidden  now,  I  suppose  ? 

Answer,  Not  now  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  or  not.  He  porchased 
cotton  and  com  at  night  firom  the  negroes.  The  neighbors  protested  that  these  par- 
ties had  no  right  to  this  cotton  until  it  became  merchantable  j  that,  there  was  a  share 
in  the  crop  which  was  only  to  be  tested  after  it  had  been  put  m  condition  for  market. 
They  protested  against  his  permitting  the  negroes  to  take  the  cotton  and  dispose  of  it 
in  that  way.  The  man  persisted  in  buying  such  things.  He  said  the  negro  was  a  free 
man,  and  tiiat  he  had  no  risht  to  inquire  of  him  where  he  got  his  cotton  or  his  com ; 
that  there  was  no  law  forbidding  him  from  trading  at  night  as  well  as  by  day,  and 
that  he  should  pursue  his  own  course.  A  number  of  men  in  disguise  went  to  him  and 
told  him  that  he  must  desist ;  that  if  he  did  not  he  was,  they  said,  "  a  big  stout  man, 
and  could  stand  a  good  deal  of  thrashing,  and  they  would  give  it  to  him  ;^  whereupon 
he  agreed  to  desist.  My  opinion  has  always  been  that  those  disguised  men  were  the 
neighbors  of  this  man,  who  wanted  to  break  up  his  traffic  with  the  negroes  whom  they 
were  employing.  That  is  the  most  reasonable  presumption.  They  did  not  hurt  the 
man.  While  they  were  conversing  with  him  a  negro  came  up  with  a  hamper-basket 
of  cotton  and  told  the  man  that  there  was  his  cotton  that  he  had  just  brought  in.^  It 
was  fully  known  that  the  negroes  would  pick  cotton  all  day,  and  take  about  half  of  it 
at  night  and  dispose  of  it.    That  is  another  case  which  I  know  of.  ^  ^ 

I  do  not  know  of  any  outrages.  I  have  heard  sometimes  of  acts  of  violence,  just  as 
I  may  hear  of  any  other  cases,  without  knowing  anything  positively  of  the  facts  con- 
nected with  them.  * 

A  gentleman  now  in  the  city  brought  another  case  t^  my  mind,  which  I  know  nothing 
about.  I  recollect  that  there  was  such  a  killing,  but  I -know  nothing  of  the  circom- 
stances  connected  with  it.  That  was  the  case  of  Dick  Malt5ne.  Mr.  Whitfield,  who 
is  in  town,  and  is  about  to  be  called  as  a  witness,  can  give  more  definite  informatioQ 
about  this  case  than  I  can.  I  believe  such  a  negro  was  killed  about  eight  miles  from 
my  place ;  but  as  to  the  circumstances  connected  with  it  I  know  nothing.  I  cmly 
know  that  there  was  a  good  deal  of  pr^udice  in  that  immediate  community  relating  to 
that  plantation.  The  discipline  was  very  lax  ;  and  it  was  considered  that  the  concUict 
of  that  place  was  generally  demoralizing  other  plantations.  Those  are  about  the  only 
cases  of  disguised  men  that  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questum,  A  man  by  the  name  of  John  R.  Taliaferro  has  testified  before  us  to  a  great 
many  violations  of  law.    Do  you  know  such  a  man  f 
.Answer,  I  do.    He  labored  last  year  on  a  plantation  ac^oining  mine. 
Question,  He  stated  to  the  committee  that  he  was  the  owner  of  a  plantation  in  Nox- 
ubee County. 

>•  Answer,  Well,  sir,  if  you  desire  me  to  speak  of  that  man  I  will  do  so. 
Question.  I  want  you  to  state  what  you  know  of  him. 
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Answer,  I  will  speak  ouly  of  what  I  do  know.  In  the  first  place,  he  was  for  a  loDg 
time  a  great  drnoikard)  thongh  sometimes  he  remains  sober  foor  or  five  months.  T<>< 
sum  up  the  matter,  Taliaferro  is  a  miserable  drunkard,  an  incorrigible  liar,  and  a  con- 
summate thief.  Those  terms  are  strong ;  but  each  one  of  them  can  be  substantiated ; 
I  will  bring  proof  of  each. 

Qu€8iion,  Does  he  bear  that  character  in  your  community  t 

Answer,  He  does  bear  that  character  and  no  other.  He  ran  away  from  there  for 
stealing  a  mule,  which  he  sold— a  mnle  belonging  to  an  attorney  in  Macon.  Taliaferro 
borrowed  the  mule  on  this  man's  plantation,  rode  him  to  Macon,  and  sold  him  at  a 
livery  stable.  The  owner  found  the  mule  at  the  livery  stable  next  morning  and  took 
possession  of  him.    Taliaferro  ran  away. 

Question,  Has  he  ever  returned  there  since  ? 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of.  Taliaferro  hfus  had  no  interest  or  occupation  in  the 
State  of  Mississippi  since  last  December.  His  word  is  not  b^eved  in  regu:d  to  the 
most  trivial  matters,  and  certainly  would  not  be  on  others  by  either  white  or  black. 
I  think  I  can  say  that  with  truth. 

Question,  I  have  here  an  extract  from  a  newspaper  published,  I  believe,  in  your  Stat^ 
which  speaks  of  Taliaferro  in  this  way : 

^  '^  When  we  read  the  evidence  of  this  lying  Mississippian  before  the  outrage  committee, 
the  murderer  of  the  prisoners  in  1864  flashed  before  ns,  and  we  certiunly  had  not 
thought  of  him  in  three  or  four  years.  We  are  confident  that  he  is  the  same  fellow, 
and  only  hope  tiiat  the  punishment  that  ought  to  have  been  visited  npon  him  long 
ago,  and  which  he  justly  deserved,  will  yet  overtake  him,  and  that  m>m  his  own 
mouth,  by  his  lying  upon  the  people  of  his  section,  he  will  be  condemned.  If  so,  we 
will  certainly  have  another  instance  that  Providence  moves  in  a  mysterious  way. 
^  "  We  had  an  intuitive  feeling — why,  we  know  not— when  we  read  the  evidence  of  Talia- 
ferro given  before  the  outrage  committee,  that  he  was  the  Taliaferro  that  we  saw 
during  the  latter  past  of  the  war,  who  was  aKn-Elux,  a  coward  and  a  murderer^  for  we 
helped  to  bury,  one  Sabbath  afternoon  in  the  fall  of  1864,  at  our  old  home  in  M.adison, 
Georgia,  trv^  Yankee  prisoners,  whom  he  and  two  other  assassins  like  himself  had 
foullv  murdered.  Well  do  we  remember  his  telling  us  of  how  four  of  the  men  had 
pleaa  for  their  lives,  telling  him  that  they  were  his  prisoners,  that  they  were  soldiers, 
that  they  had  their  wives  and  little  ones  at  home,  and  that  they  ought  not  to  f>e  killed 
for  doing  nothing  else  than  defending  their  fl^^ ;  then  we  remember  how  one  brave 
spirit  told  him  to  kill,  that  he  was  an  infamous  hound,  destitute  of  all  heart  and  soul, 
of  courage  and  manhood,  and  that  he  could  kill  whenever  he  got  ready,  that  a  man 
had  but  one  time  to  die,  and  that  the  tied  prisoner,  without  any  chance  for  his  life, 
would  show  him  how  a  man  could  die.  The  infamous  Taliaferro  placed  a  pistol  to 
the  heart  of  the  brave  fellow  and  fired ;  not  satisfied  with  killing  the  prisoner,  he 
mutilated  him  by  firing  three  or  four  shots  into  his  head  and  face.  Taliaferro  told  ns 
this  himself,  before  we  went  to  where  the  prisoners  were  dead ;  and  the  facts  of  the 
killing  sustained  his  statement  of  the  butchery." 

Is  that  the  same  man  7 

Answer.  It  is  the  same  man. 

Question.  Does  that  article  tml^  express  the  reputation  he  bears  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  know  nothing  of  the  circumstance  mentioned  in  that  article,  hut 
he  is  the  man  referred  to.    He  is  the  only  Taliaferro  in  that  country ;  and  I  have  heard 
him  boast  of  his  great  deeds  of  daring — ^how  many  Yankee  soldiers  he  had  killed,  d^c. ; 
but  I  do  not  remember  the  particular  case  mentioned  in  that  article. 
^  Question,  This  man,  you  say,  was  a  near  neighbor  of  yours  t 

^JnstDer,  He  was  not  a  neighbor  of  mine.    He  worked  on  the  farm  of  a  neighbor 
simply  as  a  laborer  on  the  plantation.   He  plowed,  he  hoed,  he  went  out  in  the  morn- 
ing, and  came  hsDck  at  night,  as  a  common  laborer  with  thd  negroes. 
\  Question,  How  long  since  he  has  left  that  neighborhood? 

'  ^^  Answer.  His  contract  with  that  party  expired  in  December,  I  do  not  think  he  ha» 
been  in  the  neighborhood  since.  If  he  nas,  he  has  been  there  secretly,  and  the 
neighbors  did  not  know  of  it.  He  may  have  been  there  a  little  in  January,  perhaps ; 
I  do  not  recollect  precisely  ;  but  I  know  he  has  not  been  there  since  April,  because,  I 
think,  it  was  early  in  Apnl  that  he  committed  this  theft. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Last  April  t 

Answer,  Last  April.  After  going  down  to  Columbus  he  came  back  in  that  neighbor- 
hood, and  borrowed  this  mule  to  ride  to  MacoD.  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  in  my 
neighborhood  since  last  December^  nor  do  I  think  he  has  been  much  in  that  portion  of 
the  State.  It  was  some  time  durmg  the  spring  that  he  committed  this  tneft ;  and 
MQce  that  we  have  heard  nothing  of  him. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  Has  he  been  arrested  in  Virginia  since  he  gave  his  testimony  here,  and 
carried  back  to  Mississippi  on  a  requisition  of  the  ^vemor  f , 
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Answer,  I  so  understand ;  I  do  not  know  how  correct  it  is.  I  left  home  on  the  10th 
of  July.  If  he  has  been  arrested  it  has  been  since  then.  I  have  seen  something  in  a 
paper  to  the  effect  that  a  requisition  had  been  made  for  this  man^  Taliaferro,  upon 
the  governor  of  Virginia. 

Question,  For  the  crime  of  stealing  f 

Answer.  For  stealing  this  mule.  That  was  the  chai-go^  as  I  have  learned,  on  which 
be  was  arrested. 

Question,  Who  is  your  county  clerk  ? 

Ans\D€r,  Our  county  clerk  is  Mfgor  Smith,  who  was  at  one  time  the  agent  of  the 
Freedmen's  Bureau ;  he  is  now  our  chancery  court  clerk :  he  is  also  our  senator ;  he  is 
also  the  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors,  I  think,  though  I  am  not  certain  about  it. 

Question,  He  holds  three  or  four  offices  t  •- 

Answer,  He  holds  three  or  four  of  the  most  lucrative  offices  in  that  county.  He  is  a 
senator ;  and  he  is  also,  by  appointment,  chancery  court  clerk,  which  is  considered  the 
best  office  in  the  county. 

Question,  Under  your  constitution  can  a  man  hold  those  offices  at  one  and  the  same 
timet 

Answer.  Well,  it  has  been  said  that  he  could  not.  At  the  last  session  of  the  aviate 
the  question  came  up,  whether  men  could  be  permitted  to  hold  two  or  three  offices  at 
the  same  time ;  and  the  legislature,  whose  members  hold  many  of  these  offices,  voted 
that  they  should  be  allow^  to  hold  them — ^that  they  should  not  be  turned  out  of  office. 
I  know  very  well  that  our  governor  was  disposed  to  have  them  hold  those  offices,  for  I 
know  very  well  sometimes,  when  he  wanted  a  confirmation  for  a  certain  party,  he 
would  hold  the  office  which  was  at  his  control  over  them  in  terrorenij  in  order  to  have 
their  acquiescence. 

Question,  To  make  them  vote  as  he  desired  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  that. 

Question,  Is  not  that  the  reason  why  in  most  of  the  States  the  holding  of  such  offices 
by  members  of  the  legislature  is  considered  incompatible  with  th% independence  of  the 
representative  T  -  >- 

Answer,  In  many  caaes  t  know  it  has  operated  in  that  way.  I  know  in  reference  to 
the  present  sheriff  that  his  confirmation  by  the  senate  was  demanded ;  and  I  know  that 
Smith  wiis  opposed  to  voting  for  his  confirmation.  I  understood  that  he  had  & 
brother  that  he  wanted  to  put  in  the  place ;  so  it  was  said,  (I  only  state  it  as  a  rumor ;) 
and  for  this  reason  he  was  opposed  to  Moore's  nomination.  He  was  politely  told  that 
if  he  declined  to  vote  for  his  confirmation  he  could  resign  his  circuit  clerksliip.  Moore 
has  been  confirmed. 

QmesHoti.  Who  has  been  the  attorney  of  the  county  T 

Answer,  Our  circuit  court  attorney  is  named  Colonel  Muldrow.      • 

(Question,  Is  he  a  radical  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  republican.  He  is  a  native-bom  southerner,  and  was  in  the  con&d< 
erate  army ;  he  was  a  lieutenant  colonel.  The  families  of  Muldrows  and  Alcoms  are 
great  friends,  to  which,  I  suppose,  is  partly  attributable  his  appointment.  He  is  a 
conservative  republican ;  he  advocated  the  claims  of  Alcorn  against  Dent.  He  is  a 
very  good  man. 

Question,  Who  are  your  delegates  for  that  comity  T 

Answer,  We  have  Smith ;  I  do  not  know  from  what  State  he  comes. 

Question.  He  is  a  carpet-bagger  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  carpet-bagger.  He  repres^its  xa  in  the  senate.  We  have  three 
negro  representatives;  one  named  Davis,  who  is  a  carpet-bag|;er ;  another  named 
Isham  Steward ;  and  another  named  Maneese.  We  have  one  whue  man  lepresentm^ 
us  in  the  senate. 

Question.  And  he  a  carpet-bagger  ? 

Answer.  And  he  a  carpet-bagger.  One  of  the  negroes  is  a  caipe<fbaggery  and  the 
other  two  are  natives  of  the  State.  Davis,  the  negro  caipet-baggen  oome  into  the 
•connty  about  six  weeks  before  he  was  elected.    Where  he  came  firom  1  do  not  know. 

Qimtion,  I  believe  there  have  been  some  arrests  recently  in  your  ooimty  for  Kn- 
Klnidng  r  ]      •* 

Answer.  Quite  a  large  number.  Over  twenty  persons  have  been  arrested  in  my 
county  and  the  adjoining  connty  of  Winston ;  they  were  carried  before  the  oourt  i^ 
Oxford. 

Question.  Do  you  kno\V^  any  of  those  persons  ? 

Ansteer.  I  do ;  I  know  several  of  them.  They  are  peaceable,  law-abiding  citizens,  so 
far  as  I  know  them  and  so  for  as  I  brieve. 

Question,  Upon  whose  testimony  were  they  arrested  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  you  recollect  that  Gov^nor  Alcorn  issued  a  proclamation  oQEerini^ 

>,000  reward  for  the  apprehension  and  conviction  of  such  parties ;  I  believe  it  waa 

t,000  for  the  apprehension  of  a  Ku-Klux,  and  $6)000  for  apprehension  aad  conviction. 

Question.  That  is  the  Georgia  dodge  T  « 

Answer,  Well,  it  is  the  proclamation  of  the  governor.    Unexpectedly  to  any  of  os 
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Home  twenty  troops  were  landed  in  the  town  of  Macon  juat  previous  to  the  sitting  of 
the  UniUid  States  court  at  Oxford. 

Question,  IJuited  States  troops  T 

Ansuer.  Yes,  sir.  They  were  commanded  by  a  serseant.  They  landed  there  early  iu 
the  morning  from  the  truin.  On  that  day  they  hired  horses  and  went  into  the  conntry. 
They  took  with  them  a  justice  of  the  peace  by  the  name  of  Wissler  to  point  out  those 
individuals.  Wisslci  stated  to  the  citizens  that  he  had  been  arrested  and  was  forced 
to  go.  They  also  took  with  them  a  man  by  the  name  of  Reed,  a  carpet-bagger,  who  is 
internal  revenue  assessor.  They  went  in  search  of  these  Ku-Klnx  j  and  as  mat  as  they 
could  arrest  auy  parties  they  would  send  them  in. 

Qucfition,  You  say  Wissler  and  Reed  pointed  out  these  men  t 

Anmret:  Yes,  sir.  Reed  was  made  deputy  marshal  for  that  county  about  that  time. 
These  parties  were  carried  to  Jackson.  Some  of  them  were  liberated  ;  some  were  placed 
under  bond  to  appear  at  the  United  States  court.  They  continued  to  make  arrests  to 
a  very  considerable  extent. 

Question,  The  arrests  are  still  going  on  T 

AnmrfT.  Tliey  were  going  on  at  the  time  I  left  home. 

QucHtion.  Were  these  parties  taken  to  Jackson  or  to  Oxford  f 

Anstccr.  To  Oxford.  But  the  day  that  I  left  home  the  United  States  court  at  Oxford 
had  adjourned ;  and  on  the  very  cars  on  which  I  came  there  were  a  lot  of  prisoners  on 
their  way  to  Jjif;kbon.  The  court  sits  at  different  points.  Judge  Hill  had  adjourned 
liis  court  at  Oxford.  The  arrests  were  continuing  and  the  parties  were  being  carried 
to  Jackson. 

By  the  Chauimax,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

•  Qnfstlon.  Was  the  court  about  to  sit  immediately  at  Jackson  ? 
Anifwer.  Yes,  sir.    It  was  in  session  at  that  time  and  perhaps  is  yet. 

By  ^Ir.  Blair  : 

QHeHt'ion.  Upon  what  evidence  were  these  men  arrested  ? 

AfiHtrer.  I  do  not  know  npon  what  evidence  they  were  arrested.  They  were  arrested 
<m  being  pointed  out  as  Ku-Klux  by  this  man  Reed,  the  deputy  marshal,  and  by  Wissler. 

Question,  Who  is  Wissler? 

A'Mxicer,  He  is  a  miserable  little  Dutchman — a  carpet-bagger — and  is  one  of  our 
justices  of  the  peace. 

QneMlon,  Was  he  appointed  by  the  governor  t 

A^tfrver,  Yes,  sir;  he  was  appointed  by  the  governor.  He  is  a  man  who  would  not 
be  believed  npon  oath  by  any  respectable  citizen  in  our  country. 

Qitegtion.  What  i^his  character  in  the  community  T 

Anmrer.  His  character  in  the  community  is  very  infamous.  He  started  for  here  not 
long  Hiuce,  (so  I  am  told,)  and  was  arrested  atiOorinth  for  robbery  and  mnrder.  He 
robbed  a  man  there  by  the  name  of  Shipley,  (eo  Shipley  stated  in  his  dyins  declaration,) 
and  then  turned  over  a  kerosene  oil  lamp  into  his  lap  and  burned  him  to  death. 
Shipley,  who  has  since  died,  stated  in  his  dying  declaration  that  Wissler  had  robbed 
him. 

Question.  Robbed  him  and  murdered  him  T 

Ammcei\  Had  not  only  robbed  him,  but  murdered  him. 

QmesfUm.    Wissler  was  at  that  time  on  his  way  to  appear  before  this  committee? 

Answer,  He  was,  if  yon  summoned  him ;  if  not,  his  object  was  to  appear  as  a  yoIub- 
teer.    That  is,  he  saia  when  he  left  home  that  he  was  going  to  Washington. 

Question,  But  he  was  arrested  l^fore  reaching  here  f 

Ansiixr,  He  was  arrested  in  the  town  of  Corinth,  where  ho  had  perpetrated  this  act 
on  a  previous  visit  to  that  place.  I  forgot  to  state  that  he  is  nnder  six  different  indict- 
ments for  malfeasance  in  office  ae  justice  of  the  peace,  in  delecting  fonds  and  not  tum- 
i  ng  them  over.  One  of  my  nearest  neighbors,  who  is  his  bmktsman,  went  down  to  give 
him  np. 

Quesiion,  Upon  his  return  T 

Anmcer,  Upon  his  return  from  this  Corinth  trip.  The  old  bondsman  didgive  him  up, 
bat  a  new  bond  was  made  out,  and  then  it  was  t^t  he  started  on  here.  Tros  man  had 
been  suffering  the  torments  of  death  up  at  Corinth,  and  Wissler  was  going  by  there 
about  the  time  the  man  dind. 

Question.  And  he  was  arrested! 

Answer.  He  was  arrested,  and  was  on  trial  when  I  came  away.  Whether  he  was  con- 
vieted  I  do  not  know ;  the  trial  had  not  terminated  the  last  I  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Who  is  ReedT 

Ansiwer.  Reed  is  a  carpet-bagger.  He  was  a  Freedmen's  Bureau  clerk,  and  has  been 
in  the  county  ever  since  ISf!?,  ibelieve.  He  has  been  a  very  officious  and  active  poli- 
tioiao.  After  going  there,  he  had  some  connection  with  the  exjiress,  and  was  tried  in 
1867  for  robbing  the  express. 

Queisiion.  With  which  he  was  connected  T 

Answer.  With  which  he  was  connected. 
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Question.  Was  he  convicted  ? 

AnstDer,  He  was  discharged. 

Question.  Yoa  say  he  is  now  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer,  He  is,  as  I  understand.  I  did  not  know  he  was  deputy  marshal  until  these 
arrests  were  made ;  hut  he  is  a  United  States  assessor. 

Question,  Was  he  the  deputy  marshal  who  was  under  arrest  and  in  jail  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  hnngs  up  another  matter. 

Qmsiion.  Who  was  that  manV 

Answer.  When  these  soldiers  came  down  there  they  came  under  a  very  drunken  Irish 
sergeant. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  his  name ;  I  only  saw  the  man  once,  and  he  was  drunk  on 
that  day.  I  recollect  his  swaggering  up  and  telling  me  that  he  had  those  men  in  com- 
mand ;  that  he  was  the  sergeant.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name.  When  I  left  home»  I 
did  not  expect  it  would  he  of  any  importance  to  know  the  names  of  these  parties;  I 
only  know  that  he  was  a  sergeant. 

Question.  He  had  the  conmiandf 

Answer,  He  had  the  command  of  those  troops. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  he  in  uniform,  and  did  he  wear  the  insignia  of  a  sergeant  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    He  behaved  himself  as  a  general  thing  very  well,  except  on  ihH 
occasion,  when  he  was  drunk.    I  was  going  to  tell  you  about  the  depntv  maraha) 
These  troops  came  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  making  these  arrests.    The  manihal 
at  Oxford  sent  a  deputy  marshal  down  there. 

Question.  With  the  soldiers! 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  these  soldiers  were  under  his  command — at  his  bidding.  This 
deputy  marshal  was  an  exceedingly  inferior  looking  man  in  all  respects.  The  soldien 
were  evidently  under  very  loose  discipline.  After  they  had  been  there  perhaps  a  week, 
they  one  night  robbed  a  negro  of  eight  dollars. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  negro  they  robbed  T 

Answei'.  I  will  be  able  to  recall  his  name  directly.  He  lives  in  the  town  of  Macon,  and 
is  a  very  respectable,  good  negro ;  he  has  a  sort  of  a  little  merchandise  shop.  Two 
soldiers  came  to  him  at  night,  and  one  of  them  presented  a  pistol  and  demanded  his 
money.  He  gave  up  all  that  he  had,  which  was  $8.  He  went  to  the  mayor  the  neixt 
morning  and  made  his  complaint.  The  mayor  immediately  issued  an  order  for  the 
arrest  of  the  soldier.    The  town  constable  or  marshal  went  to  ai^rest  him.    This  eer- 

feant  of  whom  I  8iK)ke  ordered  the  soldier  to  surrender  to  the  town  marshal — ^made 
im  put  down  his  arms  and  give  himself  up  as  an  offender  against  the  law.  The  eon- 
duct  of  the  sergeant  on  that  occasion  was  very  proper  as  we  thought,  and  very  satis- 
factory to  the  people ;  we  thought  he  seemed  disposed  to  do  what  was  right.  The 
deputy  marshal  now  comes  up  and  tells  the  town  marshal  or  constable  that  he  shall 
not  arrest  the  man ;  that  he  shall  tum^im  loose. 
Question.  Who  was  that  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer.  His  name  was  McMullin,  or  McMillan,  or  some  such  na«ne.    He  was  the 
deputy  of  the  marshal  of  the  northern  district  of  the  State.     He  told  the  soldier  to 
reeume  his  arms,  and  said  to  the  man  who  was  arresting  him,  "  You  must  give  him  up ; 
if  you  don't  I'll  turn  the  soldiers  loose  on  you."    This  was  at  night.    In  the  next  mean- 
ing's train,  which  passed  about  6  o'clock,  he  sent  that  soldier  on  to  Oxford  with  a  bevy 
of  these  arrested  parties,  reserving  eight  or  ten  of  the  soldiers  at  Macon.    Soon  aft^- 
wards  a  warrant  was  gotten  out  for  the  deputy  marshal  for  interfering  with  the  mnnici- 
pal  laws  of  the  town.    He  was  arrested.    I  happened  to  be  present  at  his  trial ;  I  aed- 
dentally  stepped  into  court  and  saw  the  trial.    He  was  charged  with  violating  the  law  in 
taking  a  prisoner  away  from  the  marshal  of  the  town.    The  facts  with  regard  to  the  rob- 
bery and  the  interference  were  proved.    The  mayor  asked  the  deputy  marshal  whether 
he  had  any  witnesses  whom  he  wished  to  introduce.    He  said,  "  No,  I  have  none ;  I 
don't  want  to  introduce  any."    The  mayor  then  asked  him,  "  Do  you  wish  to  appear 
by  counsel  T"    He  said,  "  No,  I  don't  intend  to  appear  by  counsel."    The  mayor  theo 
said, ''  Well,  I  must  put  you  under  a  bond  of  $500  to  appear  at  the  next  circuit  oonrt.° 
The  deputy  marshal  said, ''  I  shall  not  give  any  bond.''    He  was  still  sitting  down  at 
the  time.    The  mayor  did  not  hear  him,  an<\  asked,  **  What  did  you  say  f    llie  deputy 
marshal  got  up  and  approached  him  in  a  rather  impertinent  and  very  menacing  man- 
ner, and  said,  **  I  don't  intend  to  give  any  bond  ;"  wnereupon  the  mayor  ordered  himto 
jaiL    There  were  eight  or  ten  soldiers  in  the  room.    The  ^eriff  was  sitting  right  \n 
me :  and  this  man  was  sitting  beyond  me.    The  sheriff  touched  him  on  the  collar,  ana 
said,  "  Come  on ;  you  have  got  to  go  to  jail."    He  got  up  and  started  to  go.    As  h« 
passed  out  of  the  chancel  or  bar  of  the  court  where  the  attorneys  sit,  two  of  those 
soldiers  stepped  up  to  him  and  remarked,  "  You  need  not  go  unless  you  want  to  ga' 
I  suppose  he  thought  prudence  the  best  part  of  valor,  and  he  remarked,  "  I  reckon  il 
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is  best  for  me  to  ^o/'    He  lay  in  j&il  for  ten  or  twelve  davs.    He  was  finally  taken  to 
Oxford  by  order  of  Judge  HilL    That  is  the  last  I  know  of  that  matter. 

Question,  He  was  taken  ont  of  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities  f 

Answer.  He  was  taken  out  of  the  hands  of  the  State  authorities.  The  mayor  who 
imprisoned  him  is  a  republican. 

QuestUm,  He  was  taken  out  of  the  mayor's  hands  by  United  States  officers  T 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  he  was  released  or  not  f 

Awmer.  I  do  not,  because  the  thing  occurred  just  upon  my  departure  for  home  about 
the  12th  of  July. 

Question.  In  your  opinion  what  were  all  those  arrests  made  for  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  1  will  ffive  you  my  candid  opinion,  and  I  will  giye  you  the  opinion 
of  law-abiding  citizens  in  uiat  country ;  my  opinion  is  about  the  same  as  theirs.  These 
arrest  were  made  for  two  purposes.    One  was  to  secure  this  $5,000  reward. 

Question.  Which  was  given  simply  for  the  arrest  T 

Answer.  For  the  arrest  and  conviction  of  a  Eu-Kluz. 

Question.  Three  thousand  dollars  was  given  for  the  arrest  t 

Answer.  For  the  capture  of  a  Ku-Klux~one  that  could  be  proved  to  be  a  Ku-Klux. 
I  do  not  recollect  the  proclamation  precisely ;  but  I  believe  the  reward  runs  up  to 
$5,000  in  case  the  party  is  convicted ;  it  may  be  $3,000  j  but  I  believe  it  to  be  $5,000. 
There  is  another  purpose  in  those  arrests.  Our  elections  are  approaching.  I  have 
always  observed,  ever  since  the  negroes  have  been  permitted  to  vote,  that  previous  to 
elections  we  have  had  many  persons  going  through  the  country  disorganizing  the 
negroes,  and  exciting  their  minds  preparatory  to  the  election.  I  think  the  arrestshave 
these  two  objects :  they  were  for  the  purpose  of  political  capital,  and  to  make  gain 
through  theprocuring of  these  rewards. 

Question.  What  dechu-ations,  if  any,  were  made  by  Beed  and  Wissler  T 

Answer.  Wissler  stated  to  a  repectable  citizen  in  that  town  that  if 

Question.  Tell  us  the  name  of  tne  citizen. 

Answer.  His  name  was  Dr.  J.  Bevel,  who  keeps  the  hotel  in  the  town  of  Macon.  He 
says  that  Wissler  told  him  one  evening  that  if  anybody  was  hurt  in  these  things — if  a 
hair  of  his  head,  or  any  of  his  soldiers  was  hurt — the  town  would  be  laid  in  a^es.  I 
suppose  thev  esteemed' it  rather  a  dangerous  thing  to  be  sending  troops  and  hunting 
up  men  in  the  dark  woods ;  and  hence  I  suppose  they  made  this  declaration.  They 
were  not  molested.  No  one  has  ever  touched  them.  And  I  will  say  here  that  no  offi- 
cial in  the  county  of  Noxubee  has  ever  been  molested. 

Question.  Or  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  duty  f 

Answer.  Or  obstructed  in  the  discharge  of  duty.  These  soldiers  staid  about  the 
court-house;  and  I  have  been  told  that  Keed,  when  ho  was  handling  a  soldier's  gun, 
said  to  a  gentleman  standing  by  how  much  good  it  would  have  done  him  if  he  liad 
come  across  fifty  or  sixty  Ku-Klux  and  had  a  pretty  little  fight ;  that  he  would  have 
been  willing  to  lose  a  leg,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Did  he  offer  any  rewards  for  testimony  t 

Answer.  There  was  a  negro  killed  about  twelve  months  ago,  near  Sugar  Lock :  I 
know  nothing  of  the  circumstances ;  I  did  not  even  know  that  a  negro  had  been  killed 
until  I  heard  mentioned  the  circumstance  that  Beed  took  a  negro  who  was  from  that 
neighborhood  to  his  house,  asked  him  into  his  parlor^  sat  down  with  him  there  and 
drank  with  him,  in  order  to  find  out  what  he  knew  of  this  murder ;  and  he  told  the 
negro  that  if  he  could  convict  certain  parties  he  would  get  $500  by  it  That  is  what 
the  negro  said,  as  I  understood,  though  he  did  not  tell  it  to  me. 

Question.  Do  you  know  the  name  of  the  negro  T 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  Hill.  I  can  give  the  name  of  the  party  who  mentioned 
the  circumstance  to  me. 

Question.  Let  us  have  his  name. 

Answer.  Mr.  Stanton  Field,  of  Sugar  Lock,  mentioned  the  circumstance  to  me. 

Question,  Has  any  officer  in  your  county  ever  been  molested  or  interfered  with  in  the 
execution  of  his  duties  f 

Answer.  Not  one,  that  I  know  of. 

Qt^esiion,  Then  the  use  of  these  soldiers  in  making  these  arrests  was 

Anstoer.  Entirely  unnecessary.  There  was  not  a  man  arrested  who  would  not  have 
gone  with  a  sheriff  or  constable,  or  any  official,  without  any  soldier  being  present. 

Question.  There  was  no  resistance  whatever  to  the  authority  of  the  officers  of  the 
lawT 

Anstver.  None  whatever ;  not  a  particle  of  resistance.  Many  of  the  men  arrested 
were  placed  upon  their  paroles  of  honor,  and  came  in  readily.  It  was  at  a  period  of  the 
year  when  the  making  of  the  arrests  was  very  unfortunate  j  for  a  good  many  of  those 
arrested  were  iK)or  men,  who  were  taken  away  from  their  farms  when  their  crops 
needed  them  very  much.  Two  of  the  grand  jurors  are  negroes  from  our  county;  one 
was  our  representative,  Davis. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated — I  do  not  know  how  true  it  is — that  all  these  parties  were 
arrested  upon  the  testimony  of  this  man  Taliaferro  f 
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Answer,  IQiat  is  what  I  have  understood. 

Question,  How  many  arrests  were  made  in  yoor  county  t 

Answer.  In  our  county  and  the  county  of  Winston  (I  cannot  tell  exactly  the  line  he 
tween  them  in  those  hackwoods)  there  were  some  twenty  or  more  arrested,  I  think ; 
fully  twenty. 
Question,  Are  they  still  under  arrest  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  put  under  honds  and  released  to  appear  at  the  next  eoort. 
Each  gave  a  good  and  sufficient  hond  for  his  appearance  at  that  time. 

Questimi,  Some  of  the  witnesses  testified  here  to  quite  a  scene  of  triumph,  &e.,  when 
these  prisoners,  aft^r  their  release  upon  hail,  returned  to  their  homes ;  do  you  know 
anything  ahout  that  T 

Answer,  There  was  quite  a  congratulation  and  rejoicing ;  the  oitizexis  were  rejoiced 
st  their  release ;  they  felt  that  they  had  all  been  deeply  injured  by  the  ftAn^ing  of 
United  States  troops  down  there.  We  do  not  object  to  United  States  troops  when  em- 
ployed for  necessary  and  proper  purposes ;  but  our  people  did  object  to  the  sending  of 
those  troops  down  there,  as  if  the  men  had  to  be  hauled  up  by  means  of  United  States 
muskets,  when,  in  fact,  they  would  have  cheerfully  appeared  to  answer  any  charges. 
The  citizens  felt,  furthermore,  that  they  had  been  injured  by  our  own  offioe  boldezs, 
who  went  to  help  hunt  for  those  prisoners,  as  they  pretended,  when  we  firmly  belieTed 
that  the  object  was  nothing  else  than  gain.  When  the  prisoners  were  liberated  then 
was  quite  a  jubilee  among  the  citizens.  There  was  no  outbreak ;  there  were  no  insalts 
to  the  officers.    Keed  is  still  there,  I  presume. 

Question,  The  citizens  were  glad  of  their  release  because  they  believed  them  to  be 
innocent  T 

Answer.  They  believed  them  innocent  of  the  crime  charged,  and  rejoiced  at  theii 
release,  and  that  they  were  permitted  to  return  to  their  families. 

Question.  Has  any  officer  ever  been  molested  in  your  county  in  th^  discharge  of  hia 
duties  t 

Answer.  Not  a  solitary  instance  of  that  kind  has  occurred,  within  my  observation  or 
recollection.  I  am  satisQed  that  all  our  citizens  desire  to  be  law  abiding.  They  only 
a^k  to  be  let  alone.  We  feel  that  we  are  oppressed  with  taxation,  and  that  we  are 
very  much  down-trodden  in  the  fact  of  the  offices  being  held  exclusively  by  negroes 
and  carpet-baggers. 

Question.  Are  the  offices  in  your  county  held  in  that  way,  exclusively? 

Answer.  Not  in  aU  cases.  The  chancery  court  clerk  is  a  carpet-bagger ;  his  name  is 
Smith.  Heed  acts  very  often  as  his  deputy  clerk,  and  is  also  the  assessor  of  taxes.  Ho 
is  a  carpet-bagger.  Three  of  our  members  of  the  legislature  are  negroes — one  of  them 
a  carpet-bagger.  Our  circuit  court  judge  is  a  member  of  the  republican  party.  He  is 
not  a  carpet-bagger :  he  is  a  citizen  of  the  State. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  f 

Answer.  Jehu  A.  Orr.  Muldrow  is  our  district  attorney.  As  to  our  magistracy,  there 
are  some  republican  magistrates  and  some  not  republican.  We  have  two  magistrates 
in  our  town ;  Wissler  is  one,  and  Shipman  is  the  other.  I  do  not  know  whether  Ship- 
man  is  a  carpet-bagger ;  he  has  resided  in  the  State  some  years. 

Question.  Are  the  negroes  as  a  general  thing  quiet  and  well  behaved  T 

Answer.  They  are  very  quiet  and  well  behaved.  There  is  no  trouble  or  diiBonlty 
with  them,  unless  when  elections  are  about  to  be  held  ;  then,  sometimes,  when  demon- 
strations are  made,  they  become  boisterous.  I  have  never  known  them,  however,  to  be 
interfered  with  under  such  circumstances. 

Question.  Do  the  negroes  pay  any  of  the  taxes  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  thmk  they  do,  except  the  $2  poll  tax,  or  jmt  capita  tax. 

Question.  Is  that  generally  paid  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  it  is.  I  heard  the  sheriff  say  the  other  day  that  there  were 
$20,000  of  insolvent  taxes  upon  our  list  from  the  last  year's  return.  I  saw  the  list  made 
out ;  and  I  think  there  was  not  one  white  man  in  ten  on  the  list.  Thev  cannot  very 
well  get  at  the  negro  for  taxes.  Yon  see  he  registers  under  one  name,  ana  passes  nnd<^ 
another. 

Question.  And  votes  under  a  third  f 

Answer,  And  very  often  votes  under  a  third. 

Question.  And  does  not  stop  at  one  vote  either  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  cases  of  that  sort ;  I  have  never  known  them  positively. 

Question,  What  has  been  the  conduct  of  the  white  citizens  of  your  region  of  country  f 

Answer,  We  have  four  thousand  two  hundred  negro  voters  and  from  one  thonsaad 
two  hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  whites.  The  treatment  extended  by  the 
white  people  to  the  blacks  (I  wish  to  speak  of  that  first)  is  good.  I  have  been  a  planter, 
and  I  suppose  I  have  had  on  an  average  one  hundred  and  eighty  laborers — £rom  oae 
hundred  and  thirty  to,  at  times,  over  two  hundred ;  but  I  think  I  nad  one  hundred  and 
thirty  regularly-employed  hands.  I  never  had  a  word  of  insult  or  impertinence  firoK 
any  negro  to  me ;  and  I  never  gave  them  any  cause  for  such  a  thing.  They  were  vconr 
obedient.    The  only  trouble  I  ever  had  in  respect  to  that  matter  was  that  when  the 
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necroes  would  begin  their  canvasaing,  one  of  them  would  Bometimes  dash  up  into,  my 
field  on  his  horse  and  say  to  the  other  negroes,  "  They  have  sent  for  yon."  Then  the 
negroes  would  generally  be  disposed  to  drop  their  hoes  and  go  to  the  public  meeting. 
I  objected  to  that  considerably.  I  told  them  on  one  occasion  that  if  they  went  I  wouM 
dismiss  them,  because  both  their  crop  and  mine  depended  upon  their  labor ;  and  their 
labor  could  not  be  spared  just  at  that  time.  Sometimes  they  would  all  go,  and  some- 
times a  portion  would  go.  I  never  dismissed  but  one  for  such  a  thing ;  and  on  that 
occasion  he  said  he  was  "  going  anyway,"  and  I  told  him,  **  Very  well,  if  you  are  going 
anyway,  don't  come  back  any  more."  That  had  no  reference  to  voting  or  to  any  elec- 
tion. The  negro  was  going  to  a  public  speaking.  What  I  stat«  in  regard  to  my  case  is. 
J  think,  pretty  generally  true  with  reference  to  others.  We  have  been  annoyed  at 
having  ignorant  and  corrupt  men  placed  over  us,  and  having  men  put  in  the  legisla- 
ture who  have  voted  regardless  of  the  difference  between  right  and  wrong,  and  who 
sometimes  did  not  know  what  was  right.  As  to  the  negroes,  they  often  voted  wrong 
because  they  were  ignorant,  and  did  not  know  what  was  right. 

'  %  Question,  At  the  tmie  of  your  last  election  were  many  of  the  white  people  of  your 
county  disfranchised! 

Anmcer,  A  great  many  of  them  were  disfranchised. 

Question.  You  have  held  only  one  election  f 

Anmcer,  Only  one ;  that  was  the  time  of  Alcorn's  election. 

Question,  And  those  who  are  now  under  disability  to  hold  office  were  at  that  time 
disfranchised  under  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Were  they  disqualified  to  vote  ?  Did  you  ever  have  any  disqualification 
for  voting  in  Mississippi  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  None  except  under  the  reconstruction  acts  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  were  disqualified  under  the  reconstruction  acts.  A  great  many 
of  them  could  not  register.  It  required  registration  in  order  to  vote.  A  great  many 
have  never  been  permitted  to  vote. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  the  disfranchised  persons  in  your  State  constitute  a  very  large  class? 

Answer.  Not  a  very  large  class ;  but,  you  see,  in  our  county  there  were  only  twelve 
hundred  or  fourteen  hundred  whites  against  forty-two  hundred  negroes.  The  negroes 
are  generally  members  of  the  JLoyal  League,  and  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  The  governor  of  your  State  is  a  native  Mississippian,  I  believe  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  Governor  Alcom  is,  I  think,  an  Illuioislan  by  birth. 

Question,  Ho  is  an  old  resident,  however  T 

Answer.  .0,  yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  thoroughly  acclimated  Mississippian. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  confederate  army  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  and  he  was  a  general  of  militia.  He  has  resided  in  Mississippi  for 
a  great  number  of  years.  He  was  in  the  State  senate  before  the  war,  and  also  during 
the  war. 

Question.  He,  however,  had  his  disabilities  removed  T 

Answer.  He  had.  I  made  application  to  get  my  disabilities  removed,  but  I  foiled.  I 
can  vote,  but  I  cannot  hold  office. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hold  an  office  prior  to  the  war  f 
.  Answer.  Never  but  once.    About  thirty-five  years  ago  I  was,  for  about  six  weeks, 
postmaster  of  a  little  neighborhood  post  office.    That  was  in  Virginia,  before  I  moved 
to  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  take  the  oath  of  office  as  postmaster  f 
ATiswer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Then  you  are  disqualified  under  the  fourteenth  amendment! 

Answer.  I  asked  for  the  removal  of  my  disabilities  in  order  that  I  might  hold  office 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi.  I  could  not  swear  that  I  never  aided  the  cause  of  the  Con- 
f(Mlerate  States ;  aiid,  I  presume,  General  Gilmer  could  not  have  t^en  such  an  oath. 
1  only  wanted  to  be  placed  where  he  was.  The  report  on  my  application  was  made  by 
a  gentleman  in  Congress,  and  the  reason  alleged  for  refrising  it  was  that  I  had  mobbed 
»  negro  school-house.    That  was  one  of  the  reasons  assigned  why  I  did  not  succeed. 

Question,  Was  that  true! 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  will  state  how  I  think  the  report  arose.  I  have,  as  I  have  stated, 
employed  a  large  number  of  nenx>es  on  my  plantation.  In  1866,  in  opposition  to  the 
general  sentiment,  (for  then  we  nad  not  generally  become  very  favorable  to  the  system 
of  educating  the  negroes,)  I  put  up  a  school-house  and  employed  a  teacher  for  my  ne- 
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gro66.  I  employed  in  that  capacity  a  one-anned  confederate  soldier.  I  placed  hm 
there  on  my  premises,  and  told  him  if  the  negroes  did  not  pay  him  I  would.  Daring 
one  of  my  bnsiness  trips  away  from  home,  he,  without  my  knowled^  or  oonsent^  0&^« 
up  the  scnool  to  a  YanKee  soldier.  I  returned  and  found  this  man  in  possession  of  th« 
school.  I  permitted  him  to  remain  peaceably  in  possession.  Finally  complaints  were 
made  to  me  by  my  negroes  that  this  fellow  was  not  acting  exactly  right.  He  was  cf^ 
ating  jealousies  among  the  negroes,  and  it  was  stated  to  me  by  one  of  th«m  that  he 
believed  the  fellow  had  interfered  with  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  place,  so  iar  as  the 
women  wore  concerned.  I  went  to  eee  him,  and  oiscoYered  on  the  same  day  that  he 
was  quartering  a  white  strumpet  among  my  negroes.  I  told  him  that  if  he  did  not 
leave  there  in  a  very  short  time  I  would  give  him  a  thrashing.  I  told  him  that  I  would 
kick  him  off  the  plantation  if  he  did  not  get  off  very  soon.  He  left,  and  went  up  to 
General  Egglestou.  What  he  told  the  general  I  do  not  know ;  but  that  was  the  history 
of  my  mobbing  a  school-house. 

Que^Uan,  You  dismissed  him  for  giving  disease  to  your  negroes  ? 

Aniwer,  One  of  the  negroes  told  me  ne  had  diseased  one  of  them ;  I  think  he  told 
me  of  one  particular  girl ;  besides  that,  I  found  this  whit«  strumpet  in  one  of  my  ne- 
gro cabins ;  I  drove  her  off,  and  then  drove  him  off. 

QuesUan,  What  is  the  amount  of  school  tax  levied,  and  how  is  it  levied  in  your  State  f 

Answer,  I  will  endeavor  to  explain  to  you  the  system  of  taxation  for  the  State  of 
Mississippi.  We  have  in  that  State  a  tax  of  one-haJf  of  one  per  cent,  upon  evory  de- 
scription of  property  that  it  is  possible  to  conceive  of.  They  tax  your  hogs,  your  cowBi 
vour  furniture,  your  watohes,  your  cups  and  saucers,  your  land,  and  everything  elae. 
Everything  is  subjected  to  that  tax  of  one-half  of.  one  per  cent,  by  the  State*  Then 
the  county  has  the  right  to  levy  not  exceeding  one  hundred  per  cent,  upon  the  State 
tax.  Every  county  comes  up  to  that  limit  and  wants  a  little  more ;  that^  added  t4> 
the  State  tax,  makes  one  per  cent.  Then  they  have  a  right  to  levy  a  special  tax  ibr 
the  purpose  of  building  jails,  bridges,  &c. — a  tax  not  exceeding  one  hundred  per  c&aL 
upon  the  county  tax ;  that  is  another  half  per  cent.  Then  the  school  tax  is  so  many 
mills — ^if  I  recollect  right  it  is  five  mills  to  pay  teachers,  and  ten  mills  £>r  the  building 
of  school-houses. 

Question,  The  school  tax  is  a  tax  of  one  and  a  half  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  |  this  one  aiid  a  half  per  cent,  is  levied  for  school  purposes. 

QuesUon.  In  addition  to  the  other  taxes  f 

Anstcer,  In  addition  to  all  the  others.  We  have,  thus,  a  tax  of  one-half  per  cent.  &r 
State  purposes,  one-half  per  cent,  for  county  purposes,  about  one-half  per  cent,  fitf 
bpecial  purposes,  and  one  and  a  half  per  cent,  for  school  purposes,  making  in  the  aggre- 
gate, as  I  now  estimate  it,  four  i)er  cent,  upon  the  entire  property  of  the  State^ 
land,  cultivated  or  uncultivated,  and  everything  else. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Are  you  certain  of  that  T 
Anstoer,  I  think  that  is  correct. 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  Are  not  the  owners  of  small  amounts  of  property  exempt  to  &  oertain. 
extent  f  Are  not  so  many  hogs,  so  many  horses,  d^c,  exempted  from  taxation  ?  m  m^^ 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  an  exemption,  I  liimk,  of  about  two  horses,  |200  worth  of 
furniture,  so  many  bushels  of  com,  &o.  I  do  not  recollect  the  it^ns;  but  the  ezfinp- 
tions  just  cover  the  absolute  living  of  a  family.  v  «>^i«at 

Question,  Those  exemptions  would  relieve  from  taxation  the  entire  body  of  negeoea^ 
or  very  nearly  all  f  **.* 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  negroes  of  our  country  pay  no  tax  except  here  and  ihete  ut  OQ* 
casional  instance.  I  will  illustrate  to  see  whether  I  am  correct.  The  asseeaiBieiit  of 
tax  for  my  county  is,  I  see.  $89,000— say  $90,000.  I  think  about  $20,000  is  for  school 
purposes,  about  $25,000  or  $30,000  for  the  State,  and  the  balance  for  county  and  special 
purposes.  Now,  we  make  in  our  county  about  12,000  bales  of  cotton.  That  ftt^  f7S 
per  bale,  the  price  which  the  last  crop  brought,  would  make  about  $900,000.  Ab  a  mi- 
eral  rule  the  negro  gets  one-half  the  cotton.  If  we  give  him  one-quarter  we  feed  nm, 
which  we  suppose  is  equivalent  to  one-quarter.  In  other  words,  only  one-half  of  tbe 
cotton  belongs  to  the  planter4  The  planter  nays  the  tax,  which  amounts  to  aboot 
25  or  30  per  cent.   I  know  that  last  year  it  took  about  all  my  cotton  to  pay  my  tafxes. 

Question,  Then  the  entire  tax  to  carry  on  the  State  government,  and  the  county  gov- 
ernment, and  the  schools,  is  levied  upon  the  white  people  of  the  county  f 

Ansioer,  I  say  unhesitatingly  that  it  is. 

Qfiestion,  There  has  been  some  testimony  given  here  in  regard  to  the  reeistanee  made 
by  the  people  of  the  counties  to  that  enormous  tax,  and  esj^ecially  the  school  tax  t 

Answer,  WeU,  sir,  there  is  very  great  complaint,  and  I  think  very  justly,  against  th» 
onerous  taxation  of  our  people.  They  are  oppressed  with  taxation.  Our  tax  was 
due  on  the  1st  of  July ;  and  fifteen  per  cent  additional  has  been  levied  up^n-d^a- 
quents  who  did  not  pay  at  that  time.'   The  sheriff  told  me  he  had  collected    ~ 
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$50,000  of  taxation  up  to  the  time  when  he  spoke  to  me — a  few  days  before  I  left 
home,  and  before  the  period  for  payment  had  elapsed.  He  has  the  right  to  levy 
fifteen  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt  remaining  unpaid  up  to  a  certain  time,  and  after  the 
expiration  of  that  time  to  sell  the  lands  for  taxes.  His  list  of  laudH  on  which  taxe* 
were  unpaid  covered,  when  print-ed,  one  entire  side  of  a  newspaper.  Besides  thai 
we  have  another  tax  to  pay  in  October. 

QuesHan.  What  is  that  for  f 

Answer.  The  tax  which  was  due  the  other  day  was  the  tax  for  1870,  the  tax  undei 
our  late  law  having  been  levied  one  year  and  paid  the  next.  But  the  law  has  been 
changed  so  that  the  tax  assessed  in  the  spring  shall  be  collected  in  the  fall.  Hence 
this  year  we  have  to  pay  the  taxes  of  last  year,  and  in  October  the  taxes  for  the  present 
year.  The  tax  for  last  year  was  due  in  April,  but  the  governor,  considering  that  there 
was  a  great  burden  resting  upon  the  people  in  this  respect,  suspendtikl  its  collection  for 
a  while,  fio  that  it  did  not  fall  due  till  July. 

Question.  Have  you  in  your  community  any  number  of  those  persons  who  are  gen 
erahy  known  as  **  carpet-baggers  ?" 

Answer,  We  have  not  a  very  great  number,  because,  as  I  have  already  explainetl 
one  man  holds  several  offices.  The  lieutenant  governor  of  the  State,  who  was  formerly 
our  sheriff,  is  a  carpet-bagger.  The  offices  since  the  war  have  been  held  altogether, 
with  but  few  exceptions,  oy  carpet-baggers  and  negroes. 

Question.  And  some  of  the  negroes  are  carpet-baggera  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  mayor  of  our  town  is  an  Ohio  man,  but  he  has  lived  in  our 
State  a  number  of  years.    He  is  a  republican. 

(Question.  Are  people  from  other  States  who  go  to  your  St<ate  for  the  purpose  of  bet- 
tenng  their  condition  by  attending  to  legitimate  occupations — by  laboring  in  their 
respective  vocations  or  professions — are  they  called  carpet-baggers  f 

Ans^cer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  any  odium  attached  to  people  who  come  in  that  way  from  other 
States? 

Answer.  We  call  no  men  "carpet-baggers**  except  those  who  come  there  to  control 
the  offices  of  the  country  and  to  interlere  offensively  in  the  management  of  political 
affairs.  A  gentleman  resides  there  who  was  on  General  Sheridan's  staff.  He  is  a  large 
planter.  AJthough  at  the  present  time  temporarily  absent*  in  Europe,  he  has  lived  for 
three  yet^  within  eight  miles  of  my  house.  He  is  a  clever  gentleman.  He  has  never 
interfered  offensively  in  politics  or  tried  to  hold  all  the  offices  in  the  country.  He  was 
most  heartily  welcomed  and  is  highly  esteemed  and  respected.   ' 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  What  is  his  name  ? 
Answer.  Msgor  Holmau. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Then  there  is  no  prejudice  against  northern  men  who  come  to  your  State 
for  proper  pui-poses  T 

Answer.  There  is  no  prejudice  against  northern  men ;  they  are  heartily  welcomed ; 
but  there  is  a  prejudice  and  a  hatred  against  the  "  carpet-baggers,**  as  we  call  them — 
those  who  como  there  for  the  express  purpose  of  holding  office — who  never  invest  any- 
thing in  the  community,  and  who  seem  to  take  no  interest  in  the  welfare  of  the  State, 
except  so  far  as  the  profits  of  their  offices  are  concerned. 

Quesiion.  Do  these  men  endeavor  to  array  classes  of  the  community  against  each 
other  ? 

Ansxoer.  Tes,  sir,  I  think  they  do.  They  attend  meetings  in  company  with  the 
negroes;  they  associate  principally  with  the  negroes ;  they  associate  very  little  with 
ih»  better  class  of  people. 

QiixstUm.  We  have  had  some  testimony  before  the  committee  from  Mr.  Buggins,  of 
Monroe  County ;  do  you  know  him  f 

Aimwer.  I  do  not  know  him  except  by  reputation. 

Question.  Among  other  things,  he  said,  in  spealcing  of  the  assessment  and  collection 
of  taxes  for  schools  in  his  county,  that  the  schools  were  put  in  operation  there  under 
the  law  of  the  legislature  and  with  the  expectation  that  .the  tax  would  be  collected, 
but  that  the  Ku-Klux  gave  orders  that  no  tax  should  be  imposed,  and  none  has  been. 
Wliat  do  you  know  in  reference  to  that  matter  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  hot  know  what  the  Ku-Klux  did,  or  what  he  stated  about  the 
Ku-Klux,  but  I  will  teU  you  what  I  do  know  in  regard  to  the  matter.  I  know  that  the 
citizens  of  the  county  held  a  meeting  in  broad  daylight,  just  as  they  would  go  to 
church  or  anywhere  else,  and  respectfully  protestwi  against  any  very  heavy  assess- 
ment of  taxes  in  view  of  the  present  burdeus  and  the  light  crop.  I  know  that  this 
was  done  in  the  county  of  Lowndes,  and  it  had  an  effect  upon  the  l)oard  of  supervisors. 
A  respectful  i>etition  was  gotten  up  to  that  board,  setting  forth  that  they  must  levy  a 
light  tax  for  the  purpose  of  schools ;  and  in  cousei^uence  of  that  petition  the  tax  was 
considerably  abated. 

25  m 
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QiteatioH,  Aiid  the  case  was  the  same  in  Monroe  County  t 

An«%c€r.  It  was,  if  I  am  correctly  informed ;  and  I  sappose  snoh  a  meeting  of 
is  what  Mr.  Huggins  calls  the  operations  of  the  Kn-Klax.    Whether  Bir.  Hoggins 
waited  on  by  Ku-Klux  I  cannot  say. 

Qnestioii,  He  says  that  ^^  during  the  years  1865  and  1866  there  was  oomparsti^neij 
little  trouble  in  that  county.  I  was  not  interfered  with  until  the  close  of  the  ye^r 
18(36.  I  had  e-spressed  my  opinion  very  freely  in  the  towns  about  me.  I  had  been. 
rol'used  ^idmission  to  the  church.  That  was  the  only  thing  really  that  occurred  danng 
the  year.    I  was  not  recognized  as  a  Christian  at  alL'' 

Anatcer.  I  know  nothing  of  that.  I  think  his  statement  is  most  likely  true,  that  b« 
had  never  been  interfered  with  during  that  period,  and  I  am  satisfied  he  never  would 
have  been,  unless  he  had  become,  as  the  people  consider  it,  an  oppressor.  As  a  planter, 
following  his  vocation,  like  the  i-est  of  us  in  the  country,  I  think  he  never  woud  ha%ie 
bt^en  int-erfered  with  up  to  the  present  time,  for  we  have  a  great  many  nortbem  ifteii 
down  there  engaged  in  planting. 

Quenlian.  He  says  fiirtner  in  reference  to  this  church  matter  that  ''they  said  I  would 
not  be  allowed  to  join,  unless  I  would  say  I  had  commi^'ted  a  wronc,  which  I  oouki  not 
do.  I  called  on  the  pastor  after  that  to  withdraw  my  letter  entirely  &om  the  ebarefa.*' 
Do  you  know  anything  in  reference  to  that  matter  T 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  of  that ;  but  there  must  have  been  some  other  reasons  coa« 
uected  with  the  matter,  wv  I  know  other  northern  men  who  are  connected  witb  tke 
churches  there. 

Question.  Ou  page  226  of  the  testimony,  Mr.  John  R.  Taliaferro  says :  '* There  w^e  a 
negro  killed  near  Sugar  Lock,  between  seven  and  eight  months  ag^ 

'*  Question,  In  what  part  of  th^  county  is  that  f 

"  Atistcer.  Below  Macon,  in  the  southeastern  part  of  the  county,  on  the  line  oi  the  Mo^ 
bile  and  Ohio  Kailroad. 

^*  Question,  What  were  the  circumstances  of  the  killing  f 

^'  Anstcer.  He  was  said  to  have  been  doing  some  considerable  talking  as  a  politieiflsi : 
It  was  thought  better  to  silence  him,  and  they  did  so. 

**  Question.  Was  there  any  charge  against  him,  besides  talking  polities? 

"  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heara  of  any  other  charge  against  him. 

"  Question.  Did  you  know  him  personally  t 

**  Ansicer,  I  did  not  j  he  resided  some  distance  from  me. 

*'  Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  in  relation  to  his  killing  f 

*'  Answei',  They  simply  went  to  his  house  at  night  (these  things  are  always  done  at 
night)  and  called  him  out.  He  refused  to  come,  and  they  broke  open  the  door  and 
murdered  him." 

Answer.  That  is  the  case  that  I  referred  to  a  while  a^.  I  recollect  now  that  the 
negro  was  called  *^  Bully  Jack."  That  is  the  case  in  which  Stanton  Field  said  thal^m 
ne;^ro  named  Hill  had  said  that  Keed  had  offered  him  $500  to  testify  that  a  certain 
killed  the  negro  at  Sugar  Lock. 

Question,  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  that  negro  f 

Answer.  Nothing  whatever.    I  was  not  in  the  State  at  the  time,  or  at  least  not  in 
portion  of  the  State.    I  have  heard  that  such  a  negro  was  killed— by  whom,  or  anything 
of  that  sort,  I  cannot  say. 

Question.  Taliaferro  also  speaks  of  the  whipping  of  some  negro  women.  He  sa^s  on 
age  226 :  "  Then  there  were  four  places  visited  right  in  my  immediate  neighborhood — 
Ir.  Crosby's,  Mr.  Hinton^s,  Mr.  Jackson's,  and  Mr.  Price's,  all  gentlemen  farmers 

"  Question.  They  are  the  owners  of  four  farms  or  plantations  ? 

^*  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

"  Question.  By  whom  were  those  plantations  visited  ? 

"  Answer.  By  men  in  disguise. 

"  Question,  When  ? 

"  Ansicer.  'It  has  been  about  three  months  and  a  half  or  four  months  ago.    There 
no  murder  committed  there.    These  men  were  all  bachelors  except  one,  who 
widower ;  and  each  one  of  them  had  a  cook  or  woman  living  about  the  place.     Tbej 
took  out  the  negro  women  and  whipped  them. 

"  Question.  Was  that  all  they  didT 

"  Answer,  They  whipped  them  very  severely  ;  that  is  all. 

"  Question,  Did  they  whip  any  of  the  men  f 

"  Answer,  No,  sir  j  they  simply  whipped  these  women  because  they  said  they  wwe 
living  in  crim.  eon,  (I  believe  that  is  the  expression)  with  these  white  men. 

"  Question,  But  thoy  did  not  whip  the  white  men  t 

"  Answer,  No,  sir.  If  they  had  whipped  the  men  it  would  have  been  verywelL  I 
suppose.  They  had  been  Hving  together  for  a  long  time — some  five  or  six  years.  Mr. 
Hiuton  had  been  living  with  one  of  the  women  eight  or  ten  years — previous  to  the 
war,  and  during  the  war. 

"  Question,  Was  it  understood  that  he  cohabited  with  her? 
Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  and  that  he  had  children  by  her ;  and  they  thought  it  wocU 
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benefit  the  other  negroes  in  the  neighborhood  to  '  dress  them  up/  as  they  call  it— to 
whip  them  ont^  and  order  them  to  leaTe.'^ 
Do  you  know  anything  about  that  ? 

Answer.  Ndw  that  you  mention  that  case  I  remember  it.  There  was  a  party  of  per- 
sons who  went,  I  think,  to  Hinton's ;  and  I  know  it  was  esteemed  there  more  of  a  jest 
tiian  anything  else.  Hinton  is  an  old  bachelor ;  and  there  were  two  or  three  other  old 
bachelors  in  tne  neighborhood.  I  never  knew  until  I  heard  of  these  things  that  Hinton 
bod  a  negro  woman  to  whom  he  was  very  particular  in  his  attentions.  Some  parties 
went  there  and  drove  her  off,  and,  I  think,  whipped  her  a  little;  and  I  believe  they 
told  Hinton  that  if  he  did  not  desist  from  that  sort  of  conduct  they  would  look  after 
him*  I  know  tlie  impression  was  that  the  men  who  did  that  were  some  neigh l>ors  who 
went  there  as  a  sort  of  a  frolic,  although  partly  in  earnest,  to  stop  this  sort  of  thing. 
They  went  in  disguise,  however. 

QucBHon.  In  Taliaferro's  testimony  I  find,  on  page  227,  the  following  on  the  subject 
of  disguises : 

"  Question.  From  what  you  have  learned,  have  these  disguised  men,  when  they  go 
about,  a  uniform  disguise — aie  the  various  bauds  disguised  alike  f 

**Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  generaUy  speaking ;  it  depends  upon  the  neig;hborhood.    Almost 
always  they  adopt  the  same  disguise,  which  is  a  long  white  robe :  if  it  is  not  white,  it 
is  generaUy  black ;  it  dependfron  the  location.    For  instance,  a  Klan  may  start  fVoui 
Maoon  rob^  in  white,  and  one  from  Brooksville  robed  in  black." 
Have  you  heard  anything  about  that  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard.  I  never  have  seen  a  disguised  man  in  the  State.  I  do 
not  know  any  man  whom  I  have  even  suspected  of  being  a  Ku-Klux.  I  im)w  remember 
one  little  circumstance,  which  I  may  as  well  mention.  My  plantation  is  only  about  a 
mile  and  a  quarter  or  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  little  village  of  Brooksville.  I  recol- 
lect some  boys  told  me  that  the  negroes  had  a  prayer-meeting  one  night,  and  they  went 
there  playing  Ku-Klux ;  that  is,  they  went  with  some  little  disguise  on  their  faces.  It 
"was  a  mere  prank.  There  was  not  a  man  among  them.  One  of  the  negroes,  I  think, 
went  out  and  discovered  the  fact  that  they  were  boys,  and  just  laugh^  about  it.  I 
believe  a  good  many  of  these  stories  of  Ku-Klux — ^I  do  not  pretend  to  say  all  of  them — 
arise  from  circumstances  of  that  character. 

Question.  1  read  again  from  Taliaferro's  testimony : 

**  Question.  Have  you  seen  any  of  these  bands! 

**Anstc€r.  I  have. 

"  Question.  When  was  that  t 

**Ans%oeri  Not  a  great  while  ago— two  months  and  a  half  ago.'' 
Your  statement  is,  I  believe,  that  Taliaferro  has  not  been  there  within  that  time  f 

Answer.  1  know  that  he  quit  living  in  that  neighborhood  in  December.  He  has  been 
in  the  county,  of  course,  since,  because  it  was  in  April,  I  think,  that  he  stole  the  mule 
I  have  mentioned ;  but  he  baa -not  made  himself  visible  around  there  for  some  time 
past.  Since  I  come  to  think  about  it,  I  believe  he  lived  at  Brooksville,  in  a  neighbor- 
Lood  below  me,  for  a  short  time ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  in  the  county  since 
ApiiL  I  may  be  deceived  about  that,  because  he  may  have  been  there  without  my 
knowing  it ;  but  I  know  he  has  not  been  about  Brooksville  to  any  extent  since  last 
January,  I  would  say.    He  is  esteemed  there  a  miserable  creature. 

QnesUon.  He  says  that  Dismukes  is  your  prosecuting  officer  ? 

Answer,  That  is  not  true. 

Questkm4  1  read  firom  his  testimony  on  that  point,  on  page  229 : 

."  Question.  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  1 

*^Ansv!er.  Yes,  sir, 

'*  Question.  Who  is  he  f 

**Answer,  Mr.  Dismukes. 

''  Question.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  t 

"Amswer.  By  GJovemor  Alcorn. 

**  Question.  Is  he  a  republican  t 

"Answer,  Well,  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

**  Question.  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  t 

^'Answer.  He  does  now,  I  think." 

Answer.  Dismukes  holds  no  office.  He  was,  I  believe,  United  States  commissioner 
to  take  oaths.  He  is  a  practicing  attorney ;  he  has  never  held  the  office  of  proeeout- 
iog  attorney ;  for,  as  I  nave  already  stated,  Muldrow  is  the  district  attorney  and  pro- 
Becating  officer.    We  have  no  prosecuting  attorney  for  the  county  court. 

Question.  Is  Dismukes  a  democrat  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  good  democrat :  he  always  has  been,  so  fat  as  I  know* 

Question.  On  page  229  of  Mr.  Taliaferro's  testimony  I  find  the  following : 

"  Question.  You  say  that  these  men  themselves  say  that  they  do  these  things  in  the 
interest  of  law  and  order — to  keep  things  peaceable  ? 

*' Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

^  Question,  What  is  your  judgment  in  relation  to  the  real  purpose  t 
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**Arwoer,  My  idea  is  simply  that  they  do  it  to  keep  the  neg^^oes  down,  as  it  were— -to 
keep  them  submissive,  and  make  them  acquiesce  in  any  move  that  they  want  to 
make." 

Do  yon  know  of  anj'  such  attempt  on  the  part  of  the  body  of  your  people,  or  any.  of 
them  f 

Answer.  None  whatever.  We  rent  land  to  the  negro.  He  works  our  plantations  on 
HhareH.  We  leave  oar  plantations  in  his  charp^.  At  this  very  time  there  is  do  ma)e 
protector  at  my  house  but  my  servant.  My  wife  is  in  the  country  for  the  summer;  she 
18  on  the  plantation  with  a  number  of  negroes ;  and  if  there  was  not  a  commouity  of 
feeling  between  the  negroes  and  myself,  if  I  felt  any  apprehensions  from  the  uegioes, 
I  would  not  have  left  my  home  under  such  circumstances. 

QneMion,  How 'are  negro  land -renters  treated  by  the  community  f 

Avtiwer.  Well,  sir,  I  reckon  that  one-third  of  our  county  is  rented  out  to  Begroes.  I 
myBi'lf  am  renting ;  my  son-iu  -law  is  renting ;  throughout  my  entire  neighbotiio^ 
<:omprising  from  10,000  to  20,000  acres  of  land,  nearly  every  one  is  acting  on  the  rent- 
ing principle  ;  and  there  is  not  the  slightest  interference  with  the  negroea.  In  other 
portions  of  the  country  the  same  system  is  being  canned  on,  and  I  do  not  know  that 
there  is  any  interference  with  the  negroes;  I  know  there  is  not.  We  renttotliem 
because  we  think  it  is  the  best  system  of  planting. 

(^f4>stion.  As  the  great  body  of  the  people  in  your  neighborhood  have  their  landi 
rented  out  to  negroes,  would  they  not  consider  any  interference  with  the  negroes  as 
detrimental  to  their  interest  ? 

Answer.  Decidedly  so;  and  they  would  protect  the  negro.  I  will  mention  a  Httk 
circumstance  that  occurred  on  my  plantation  ;  I  think  it  was  last  ialL  The  negroes 
on  my  plantation  were  drilling.  It  was  about  the  time  that  Governor  Alcoro^  neg:ro 
militia  bill  was  passed,  or  when  he  was  about  to  put  it  into  effect ;  he  sent  negro  mikks 
about  through  the  country  to  see  about  organizing  the  negroes  into  companies.  Some 
of  my  negroes  got  to  drilling  on  the  place  at  night.  I  was  told  by  some  of  my  ueigti- 
boi-s  that  they  were  there  ;  that  they  were  gathering  the  negroes  from  other  pUwita- 
tious  and  were  drilling  at  night.  I  onlered  them  to  stop  it,  upon  the  principle  tliat 
they  had  no  right  to  l»e  mustering  npon  the  plantation  ;  that  when  they  got  reikdy  and 
organized  companies  they  must  do  like  other  people  did ;  but  I  did  not  want  them  to 
he  organizing  into  a  militia  company  on  my  plantation,  and  I  determined  ihtit  they 
•ihould  not  do  it.  They  stopped  it.  That  was  all  that  was  said.  I  greatly  prefer  the 
renting  system  and  get  along  very  well  with  it.  The  negro  likes  it  better,  and  I  like 
it  better.    We  have  a  few  negroes  there  who  rent  considerable  farms. 

QuejiUon.  This  man  Taliaferro  speaks  of  the  negroes  in  your  oonnty  bdingr  very 
largely  in  the  majority,  and  he  says  that  a  very  large  majority  of  tbem  yrote  the 
republican  ticket.    I  read  from  his  testimony  : 

"  (Question ,  How  many  colored  men  iu  your  county  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

"  Anmcer.  I  do  not  suppose  that  over  fifteen  or  twenty  voted  it  at  the  last  electioiL 

'<  Question.  Is  that  as  many  as  yon  think  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket  if  ewwy 
man  was  at  liberty  to  vote  just  as  he  pleased  f 

'\'\nswn\  Yes,  sir." 
What  do  you  know  in  respect  to  that  matter  f 

Avswei\  I  am  unable  to  npeak  positively  on  that  point.  My  opinion  is  that  a  lac)gvr 
number  of  negroes  ^vill  hereafter  vote  the  democratic  ticket  than  have  ever  dcHie  so 
i)efore,  because  I  think  that  in  a  great  many  cases  they  are  becoming  very  tlioroctf^y 
disgusted  with  the  carpet-baggers— just  as  much  so  as  the  southern  white  men  in  many 
cases.  I  believe  more  of  them  will  vote  the  democratic  ticket  than  have  ever  done  it 
before. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  there  has  been  any  attempt  made  to  control  ihe 
negroes — I  mean  by  these  Leagues  t 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.  I  have  heard  some  negroes  say  that  they  were  alraid  to 
join  the  democratic  party. 

(^stion.  Whom  were  tliey  afraid  off 

A7uncer.  They  were  afraid  of  the  Loyal  Leagues.  They  felt  that  they  were  oompelkd 
to  go  as  the  League  said.  I  recollect  that  in  the  case  I  referred  to  somo  of  the  neaioe« 
said,  "  We  are  bound  to  go,"  meaning  that  they  were  bound  to  go  to  theee  meettngN 
&c.  One  negro  who  had  belonged  to  me  was  the  president  of  one  of  the  Loyal  Leagues. 
They  turned  him  ont,  I  believe.    He  collected  some  $500,  and  left. 

Question.  Do  yon  think  anybody  in  yonr  county  woold  believe  this  man  Taliafi?no  ob 
his  oath  f 

'  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  there  is  a  man  in  the  coontv  who  would  do  it.  Thtj 
might  have  done  it  previous  to  his  statements  here,  which  tooy  know  to  be  base  li«^ 
He  stoo<l  very  low  in  our  county.  He  lived  for  a  while  with  an  old  cousin  of  his,  a  |>huiwr. 
who  turned  him  off.  Then  he  went  to  work  for  a  man  on  the  plantation  that,  .^ 
appears  in  his  testimony,  he  claims  as  his  own.  He  worked  quite  indnstrionafy  thit 
year. 

Question.  He  was  asked  whether  he  thought  it  would  be  safe  for  him  to  go  hack  » 
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bat  county,  and  he  said,  "  I  am  going  back ;  I  snppose  I  sball  run  some  risk ;  bnt  my 

nterests  lie  there,  and  I  am  going  back.*'    Has  he  gone  back  there  ? 
Amwer,  No,  sir,  not  to  ray  knowledge;  and  I  do  not  think  he  is  going  back. 
QKes/um.  He  was  asked  in  his  examination,  "  How  many  neOToes  have  you  on  your 
plautation t**  and  he  answered,  "Forty-two,  I  believe,  all  told." 

^fi«r«*.  Well,  I  think  there  were  eight  or  ten— certainly  not  over  twelve.    It  was  a 
very  small  place.    I  think  Squire  Wootten,  as  we  call  him,  who  was  the  man  who  enj- 
plored  him,  worked  about  eight  hands. 
Question.  There  were  eight  hands,  then,  besides  himself? 

Anneer,  ^^ll,  eight  hands,  perhaps,  with  himself.  The  number  was  not  less  than 
eight  and  not  exceeding  iifbeen  altogether.  There  was  a  mixture  of  white  and  black. 
O^asionally  Wootten  would  employ  four  or  five  hands  for  a  few  days,  and  then  tiini 
them  off  J  but  he  had  eight  or  ten  regular  hands.  I  think  he  made  about  twenty-tive 
bales  of  cotton — twenty  or  twenty-five ;  and  this  fellow  Taliaferro  worked  for  a  share, 
jnni  like  the  negroes  did. 

Question.  I  read  M[ain  from  Taliaferro^s  testimony,  page  241 : 

"  Question,  How  aid  you  happen  to  be  summoned  to  Oxford  before  the  grand  jury  1 

^^  Answer,  I  think  our  deputy  sheriff.  Colonel  Simeon  Orr,  or  Major  Whitfield,  of  Co- 
lumbus, had  me  summoned. 

"  Question,  Did  they  know  anything  in  r'^gard  to  your  knowledge  of  the  operations  of 
this  order;  had  you  communicated  your  information  to  them  f 

"  Anmcer,  I  had  spoken  to  Whitfield  about  it.    He  and  I  were  intimate.    He  was 
summoned  to  Oxford  at  the  same  time  I  was,  or  just  ahead  of  me.'' 
Who  is  this  Whitfield  f 

Answer,  He  is  Mtgor  H.  B.  Whit^eld,  who  has  been  suqmone<l  before  this  committee. 
and  is  now  in  this  city.  He  is  from  the  county  of  Lowndes,  and  is  a  son  of  old  Ex- 
GovMnor  Whitfield,  of  Mississippi.  He  is  a  very  clever,  respectable  gentleman.  He 
was  once  my  partner  in  business,  and  is  now  my  personal  friend. 

Quje9H<m,  Do  you  think  that  Major  Whitfield  is  intimate  with  this  man  Taliaferro  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  am  satisfied  he  is  not.  Ho  may  possibly  have  met  him  in  tlio 
streets  of  Oxford  on  that  occasion,  but  he  does  not  know  him.  I  think.  In  fact,  la»t 
night  I  was  speaking  to  Mtgor  Whitfield  of  Taliaferro's  having  been  here,  and  ln^  .said 
he  had  met  him  once.  In  what  you  have  just  read,  Taliaferro  says  that  Colonel  Sim- 
eon Orr  had  him  summoned  before  the  grand  jury.  I  know  that  is  untrue.  I  am  con- 
fident he  was  summoned  through  the  parties  who  have  made  those  arrests ;  that  h<) 
went  voluntarily  to  report  at  Jackson.  His  purpose,  I  believe,  was  to  see  if  he  coiild 
not  make  money  out  of  this  matter.    He  was  in  Oxford  in  disguise. 

Question,  He  gives  the  names  of  members  of  the  organization  in  his  immediate  neigh- 
borhood, which  is  also  your  neighborhood.  The  captain,  he  says,  is  Charles  M.  Doss. 
Do  you  know  Mr.  Doss  t 

Answer^  Yes,  sir,  I  know  him  very  well. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  that  statement  of  Taliaferro  is  true  ? 

Answer.  No^  sir,  I  do  not  believe  that  statement.*  Charles  M.  Doss  is  a  planter.  He 
is  rather  a  wild  man ;  I  mean  by  that  that  he  sometimes  gets  on  a  frolic ;  but  he  is 
esteemed  a  good  and  law-abiding  citizen.  I  see  Mr.  Doss  very  often.  He  has  never 
hinted  or  intimated  to  me  that  he  belongs  to  any  band.  I  think  he  would  have  no 
apprehension  in  mentioning  such  a  circumstau.ce  to  me. 

Question,  Taliaferro  says  that  the  first  lieutenant  was  Bepjamin  Walker. 

Answer,  I  know  him.  He  is  a  hard-working  farmer  upon  a  small  scale.  I  know  that 
he  seems  to  get  along  remarkably  friendly  with  the  negroes. 

Question,  He  says,  **  The  second  lieutenant  is  Glower  Triplet.'* 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  is  intended  to  refer  to  Glover  Triplet.  I  do  not  know  him. 
He  is  a  pretty  wealthy  man — a  hard-working  old  planter  in  that  counti^ — a  close-fisted, 
stingy  old  fellow;  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  belong  to  such  a  band,  because  1  do 
not  believe  he  would  spend  money  enough  to  buy  a  disguise.  He  is  the  mottt  pai*Himo- 
nious  man  I  know. 

Question.  Taliaferro  gives  the  names  of  a  number  of  members  of  this  organ izat ion . 
He  mentions  William  Doss. 

Auewer,  He  is  a  brother  of  Charles. 

Question,  He  mentions — 

"William  Doss;  his  son,  John  Doss ;  his  brother,  James  Doss:  Jasper  Featherston. 
Britton  Moore,  Joseph  Hunter,  Daniel  Holbrooks,  John  and  Joe  McMorris,  William  P. 
Stovall,  Cornelius  Foster,  Van  Hinton,Sam  Magee,  George  Jones,  Janes  Burch,  Scort 
Williams,  Taylor  Williams,  Max  Williams,  Thomas  Cockerell,  Dent  Cockerel  1,  George 
Kirby,John  Williams.    There  are  others.    Do  you  wish  me  to  proceed? 

''  Question,  Yes,  sir. 

*^ Answer,  IVilliam  Morton,  Doctor  Featherston,  Neil  Featherston,  John  Wootten,  Frank 
Glaes,  DeWitt  Farmer,  Mr.  Lucian  Wilbanks.    There  are  two  gentlemen  who  formerly 
belonged  to  the  order,  but  have  withdrawn ;  they  are  Frank  Harper  and  William  A. 
May.'' 
Then  he  goes  on  with  another  long  list 
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Answer.  I  know  most  of  tbose;  several  of  those  named  I  do  not  know;  they 
right  on  the  edfje  of  Winston:  they  are  rather  obscure  men — small  farmers,  some  of 
them.  I  know  William  Stovall,  and  I  would  almost  he  willing  to  swear  as  a  positive 
fact  that  he  does  not  belong  to  any  such  order,  for  he  is  a  merchant  and  is  very  pooa- 
lar  with  the  negroes ;  he  is  renting  a  large  amount  of  land. to  the  negroes,  or  rather  nia 
father  is,  and  he  is  his  father's  partner.  They  do  a  large  trade  with  the  negroes  on 
the  various  ))lantations  around  them.  I  know  that  he  has  the  confidence  of  that  cJjtad 
of  people.    Does  Taliaferro  mention  another  lot  f 

(JucsHon.  Yes,  sir.  He  says :  "  I  would  name  Madison  Brooks,  Harding  Brooks,  Wii- 
Jiani  Helm,  Jehu  Kirksey,  Cicero  Kirksey,  William  McMorris,  the  father  of  the  two 
boys  1  have  named;  William  B.  Jones,  Richard  Edwards,  Thomas  t^look,  Roim 
Farmer." 

Answer,  Madison  Brooks  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine,  a  man  fifty-six  years  of  age, 
who  lives  a  hundred  miles  from  there.  He  has  not  been  in  that  county  but  once  in 
twelve  months.  He  is  a  large  manufacturer,  owning  a  very  large  cotton  mill  at  Enter- 
prise, Mississippi.  Since  18^  he  has  not  resided  in  Noxubee,  and  has  not  been  in  the 
county  except  at  court,  and  once  about  eighteen  months  or  two  years  ago,  when  he 
was  n't  my  bouse.  He  merely  dined  with  mo  one  day.  So  that  the  statement  ia  untmcL 
so  far  as  bo  is  conceraed.  Rufus  Farmer  I  do  not  know ;  I  know  DeWitt  Farm^^  and 
I  know  Frank  Glass. 

Queetion.  I  read  again  from  the  evidence  of  Taliaferro: 

"  Question.  Were  tnose  men  in  the  company  you  spoke  of  that  went  to  kill  Koger  T 

'*  Ans^ver,  Yes,  sir. 

*'  Question.  All  of  them  f 

"  Answer!  I  do  not  know  that  all  were  present  when  they  went  to  kill  Roger  ;  aome, 

think,  were  not  there.  •  ' 

'*  Question.  Was  the  captain  there? 

"  Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

"  (>Mt8fion.  The  two  lieutenants  ? 

"  Answer.  Only  one  of  the  two  lieutenants ;  the  regular  lieutenant,  Triplet,  yvnA  not 
there  ;  he  lived  in  the  far  part  of  the  county ;  Cockerell  was  acting  as  first  lieateoant 
that  night." 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  a  word  of  that. 

Question.  In  another  part  of  his  testimony  I  find  the  following :   . 

"  Question.  You  say  that  old  men  are  often  invited  to  attend  the  meetings  of  the 
order.  Is  it  or  is  it  not  the  fact  that  the  politics  of  these  men  as  democrats  has  sonie- 
thiug  to  do  with  their  being  invited  f 

**  Answer.  Of  course  it  has." 
Did  you  hear  of  anything  of  that  kind  ? 

Answer.  I  never  have.  I  know  that  there  are  a  good  many  of  those  young  meu  there 
that  I  associate  with.  Some  of  them  are  my  neighbors.  They  counsel  with  me 
about  a  good  many  matters;  I  am  looked  u]>on  as  one  of  the '^ old  men"  of  that 
neighborhood — at  least  one  of  the  quiet  men  of  the  neighborhood ;  and  I  am  a  demo- 
crat. If  any  persons  had  been  invited  to  those  meetings,  I  think  it  more  than,  ptroba- 
ble  that  I  would  have  been. 

Qnaiiion.  Especially  if  democracy  would  get  you  the  invitation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  it  was  democracy  that  got  the  invitation,  I  am  satisfied  that  I 
would  get  it.  I  have  been  solicited  by  a  good  many  of  those  very  parties — I  recollect 
Do.ss  in  particular^-to  become  the  candidate  in  the  county  for  the  legislature ;  aod  I 
declined  it.  I  merely  mention  that  to  show  that  they  would  have  approached  me  in 
regard  to  this  matter  if  it  was  a  question  of  politics.  I  believe  that  the  siuoHtotal 
of  Kn-Kluxism  is  this :  That  sometimes  there  have  been,  not  organized,  bat  dis- 
guised men  going  to  places  to  correct  what  they  conceived  to  be  wrouga  «ihl 
erroi-s  in  -the  administration  of  neigblx)rhood  atfairs,  as  I  stated  in  reference  to 
this  Brookshire  case,  and  the  Hinton  case.  Sometimes  such  cases  arise  {tofst  per- 
sonal causes.  I  heard  of  a  negro  being  killed  in  a  county  where  it  was  stated  there 
were  Ku-Klux.  Afterward  the  parties  were  taken  up ;  and  it  was  found  iJiiat  there 
was  a  man  who  wanted  another  man's  wife,  and  he  went  in  disguise  to  carry  out  his 
purpose.  I  believe  that  a  great  many  wrongs  are  perpetrated  under  the  name  of  Kn- 
Kluxism  by  various  parties  who  ar«  merely  carrying  out  their  malicious  purposes. 

Question.  I  will  read  another  extract  from  Taliaferro's  testimony : 

"  Quention.  What  is  the  fact  as  to  negro  schools  in  that  county  T 

**  Answer.  Well,  we  are  just  about  to  introduce  them  now — free  sohools. 

"  Question.  You  have  had  no  free  schools  for  negroes! 

**  Answer,  No,  sir. 

"  Question.  Have  you  had  any  free  schools  for  anybody  ? 

"  Answer,  We  have  had  no  free  schools  at  all  until  the  last  legislature  paeeed  a  bill  to 
that  eftect.  There  has  been  a  White  school  opened  at  Brooksvule,  and  there  wiU  be  a 
negro  school  opened  in  my  neighbor bood  in  a  very  short  time.'' 
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Wbat  do  you  say  as  to  the  statement  that  there  have  been  no  free  schools  in  your 
county  for  negroes  t 

Answer.  Wc  have  had  free  schools.    Ever  since  the  passage  of  that  bill  they  have 

been  in  operation.    There  are  free  schools  all  over  the  entire  county.    There  is  a  large 

'  free  school  near  Brooksville.    There  ai-e  four  or  live  negro  teachers  in  the  county.     1 

think  we  have  not  less  than  from  thirty  to  forty  teachers  in  the  county,  teaching  free 

schools — negro  schools. 

Question,  Perhaps  he  was  speakiog  of  the  time  before  he  had  left  the  county,  some 
five  months  ago  t 

J-newer.  That  was  previous  to  the  jtassage  of  the  bill.  That  bill  was  not  put  in  force 
tintil  this  yeai',  but  there  were  schools  on  every  one  of  the  large  plantations  previous 
to  that :  a  large  majority  at  least  of  the  plantations. 

.  Qneehon,  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Chisolm  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  I  think  I  have  heard  of  him ;  he  lives  at  De  Kalb,  in  Kemper 
County. 

QnesHon.  What  is  his  character  t 

Answer.  Well,  all  I  know  of  him  is  that  he  has  made  himself  down  there  a  very 
obnoxious  officer  by  his  officious  and  boisterous  manner  of  conducting  the  afO^irs  of 
his  office,  as  well  as  his  partiality,  using  all  the  severity  he  could  toward  the  people 
of  his  county.  That  is  about  the  character  I  have  heard  of  him.  I  have  never  visited 
Kemper  County. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.:) 

QuesHon,  In  what  county  do  you  reside? 

Answer,  In  the  county  of  Noxubee. 

Question,  Are  you  thoroughly  acquainted  with  the  different  parts  of  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  am  generally  very  well  acquainted  throughout  that  county. 

Question.  Have  you  any  acquaintance  with  the  county  of  Lowndes  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  resided  in  Lowndes.  I  was  a  merchant  in  the  city  of  Columbus 
for  twelve  years. 

Question,  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Monroe  t 

Answer,  I  know  a  great  many  people  in  that  county,  and  I  may  say  that  I  am  pretty 
familiar  with  the  transactions  in  that  county.  Though  there  are  a  ereat  many  citizens 
whom  I  do  not  know,  I  may  say  that  I  am  veiy  well  acquainted  in  Monroe. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Winston  ? 

Answer.  1  know  a  good  many  persons  in  Winston. 

Question.  Do  you  frequently  see  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  our  county  town,  Macon,  is  one  of  their  places  of  trade. 

Question.  You  are  a  merchant  in  that  town  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  am  not ;  but  I  see  them  there.  I  have  an  office  there  in  connection 
with  the  insurance  business,  and  I  see  them  very  frequently  when  I  am  at  home. 

Q,uestion,  Are  you  acquainted  in  the  county  of  Oktibbeha  I 

dnswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  a  great  many  people  in  Oktibbeha. 

Qu^Uon.  Are  you  acquainted  in  Choctaw  County  f 

Answer.  Not  much  in  Choctaw. 

Question.  In  the  other  counties  I  have  named  are  you  well  acquainted  with  the  peo- 
ple, and  with  what  has  been  going  on  there  for  the  last  six  or  eight  mouths  f 

Ansfcer.  I  do  not  know  much  of  what  has  been  going  on  in  Oktibbeha  during  the 
last  six  or  eight  months.  I  know  something  of  what  1ms  been  going  on  generally  in 
the  other  counties. 

Question.  Have  you  been  in  those  other  counties  within  six  months  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  been  in  Monroe  County  in  two  years.  I  have  had  very 
little  association  with  Monroe  for  the  past  two  years,  except  meeting  lawyers  and  other 
persons  from  that  county. 

Question.  Could  any  very  disorderly  state  of  affairs  exist  there  without  your  know- 
ing or  hearing  something  about  it  f 

Answer.  Weil,  I  may  have  heard  of  it  at  the  time  the  things  happened.  I  heard  of 
the  difficulty  about  Mr.  Hnggins. 

Question.  The  questiou  1  asked  was  whether  any  very  disorderly  state  of  affiiirs 
could  have  existed  in  any  of  those  counties  within  the  last  six  or  eight  mouths  with- 
out your  having  heard  something  about  itt 

Answer.  I  suppose  not. 

Question.  This  Mr.  Whitfield,  of  whom  you  spoke,  is  named  H.  B.  Whitfield  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Henry  B.  Whitfield. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  character? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  a  son  of  an  ex*govomor  of  your  State  t 

Answer,  He  is  the  son  of  old  Governor  Whitfield. 

QuesUofi.  Is  he  a  lawyer  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  lawjer ;  he  is  now  mayor  of  Columbus.  He  is  not  practicing  law ; 
he  has  not  done  so  since  the  war ;  ho  has  been  a  justice  of  the  peace. 
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QuesUon.  Will  any  statements  which  he  may  make  to  this  committee  be  shch  as  may 
be  entirely  relie<l  upon  t 

Anstper.  I  should  think  so  ;  I  would  believe  anything  he  would  tell  me. 

Queation*  Have  you  had  as  fair  an  opportunity  of  knowing  the  condition  of  things  in 
those  counties  I  have  named  as  he  has  f 

Answer,  Well^  I  do  not  know.  He  has  been  mixing  more  with  a  certain  clasa  of  peo- 
ple than  I  have.  He  may  have  found  out  a  sood  many  little  items  of  kno vledM  in 
reference  to  neighborhood  matters,  which  would  not  have  reached  me.  He  has  seen 
magistrate  of  liis  county.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  on  the  demoeis^c 
ticket  in  1869.    I  think  his  opportunities  of  knowledge  would  be  greater  than  puno. 

QivesUon.  Does  he  reside  in  your  county  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  he  resides  in  Lowndes  county.  He  was  a  candidate  for  the  legisla- 
ture again  last  year  on  the  republican  ticket. 

Queslion,  In  the  county  of  Lowndes  f 

Ans^wer.  Yes,  sir;  and  he  was  defeated.  He  was  then  made  a  justice  of  thepeaoew 
He  has  since  been  appointed  by  Grovemor  Alcorn  mayor  of  the  city  of  Columboa. 

Qu^iion,  Would  he  have  any  more  knowledge  of  affairs  in  your  county  of  Noxabes 
than  you  have  f 

Answer,  I  should  suppose  not.  I  am  quite  sure  he  has  not  been  in  Noxubee  wttliin 
twelve  months.  I  think  he  was  there  about  twelve  months  ago  visiting  me.  He  spent 
a  day  with  me.    Our  families  are  intimate  and  visit  each  other. 

Question,  Yon  say  you  do  not  believe  that  any  body  of  Ku-Klux  exists  in  any  of  tfas 
counties  I  have  named  7 

Answer,  I  do  not  believe  that,  as  an  organized  system,  there  is  any  body  of  Ko-Klnx 
in  those  counties  or  in  the  State.  As  I  stated,  I  believe  that  occasionally  there  have 
been  disguised  bodies  of  men  in  various  neighborhoods  to  correct  wrongs  such  as  I  havv 
mentioned. 

Question,  You  think  there  is  no  organization  among  them  f 

Answer.  I  think  there  is  no  organization  among  them  as  a  system  of  Ku-Klux;  I  mean, 
as  Taliaferro  describes  it,  operating  from  one  county  to  another,  sending  for  one  an- 
other, and  all  that.  I  have  heard  at  various  times  of  disguised  bands ;  I  mve  heard  of 
them,  for  instance,  near  the  Alabama  line;  on  two  or  three  occasions  I  think  I  have 
heard  of  some  coming  over  the  line ;  as  to  when  or  where  I  cannot  tell  you ;  but  I  am 
satisfied  that  there  is  no  organized  body  of  Ku-Klux  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  nnless 
I  am  more  deceived  than  I  ever  was  in  anything  in  my  life. 

Question,  What  do  you  meau  by  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  As  I  understand  these  matters,  I  would  define  Ku-Klux  as  a  bod^  of  dis- 
guised men  going  through  the  country  perpetrating  wrongs  and  violating  the  Ingots  of 
persons. 

Question,  You  mean  organised  f 

Answer,  Organized. 

Question,  A  society  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  society  of  men — ^an  organized  body  of  men  who  disguise  them- 
selves and  act  under  orders  of  captains,  lieutenants,  &c.  That  is  what  I  andeiatand 
is  meant  by  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  And  with  that  definition,  you  think  there  are  none  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    At  the  same  time  1  do  believe  there  have  been  little  neighhorfaood 
matters  arising  on  the  spur  of  the  moment  to  affect  some  parties  that  were  then  had 
view. 

Question,  You  mean  cases  where  a  few  men  casually  got  together  for  a  specifie 
pose  t 

Answer.    Yes,  sir ;  that  is  what  I  believe  constitutes  Ku-Kluxism,  so  far  as  it  e^n 
That  is  not  what  I  understand  to  be  the  definition  of  Ku-Kluxism,  but  I  believe  it  is 
all  of  Ku-Kluxism  there  is. 

Question,  And  you  believe  that  Just  as  soon  as  the  particular  purpose,  whatever  it  is, 
is  accomplished,  there  is  no  more  concert  between  those  men  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  opinion. 

Question,  And  you  think  there  is  nothing  of  the  sort  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  f 

Ansiver,  I  do. 

Question,  You  were  asked  in  your  examination-in-chief  to  state  whether  there  bad 
been  any  operations  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  your  neighborhood  or  around  there,  and  yan 
sx>oke  of  some  colored  persons  who  went  masked  to  a  meeting  of  a  church  ? 

Answer,  That  was  in  the  town  of  Macon. 

Question,  In  your  county  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  it  at  night  f 

Anstoer.  It  was  at  night.  The  negroes  held  a  fair  for  some  church  purpose,  and  three 
or  four  negroes  went  there  in  disguise.  Some  of  the  attendants  rushed  up  to  them  aad 
were  going  to  drive  them  out,  when  these  parties  pulled  off  their  masks.  They  tnrmd 
out  to  be  negroes  belon^^g  to  the  town,  who  doubtless  went  there  without  ai^  " 
Bive  purpose. 
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Qt^esiUm,  Was  that  anything  more  than  a  mere  piece  ofjplay  T  • 

Answer,  I  presume  not.    They  said  they  were  playing  Kn-Klnx.    They  were,  how- 
ever, arrested  by  the  orders'of  some  of  the  older  brethren  of  the  church. 

Question,  It  was  not  a  religious  meeting*  that  they  were  disturbing ;  it  was  a  fair  f 
Answer,  There  was  no  disturbance  of  church  worship ;  it  was  a  fair. 
QueeHon,  You  said  yon  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  any  disturbance  in  your  town 
of  that  nature  except  that  ? 
Answer.  That  is  the  only  thing. 
Question,  You  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  that  t 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  it.    I  spoke  of  what  I  knew  from 
parties  who  saw  what  was  going  on. 

QuesMon.  You  mean  parties  who  told  you  f 

Answer,  Yes;  sir ;  for,  as  I  stated,  I  never  saw  a  disguised  person. 
Question.  You  had  no  personal  knowledge,  in  the  correct  sense,  of  that  affair  t 
Amsm^.  No,  sir.  I  was  not  an  eye-witness  of  it. 

Question.  You  old  not  consider  that  a  Ku-Klux  operation  according  to  yotfr  definition 
of  Ku-Klux  ? 

Answer.  By  no  means ;  but  I  think  a  great  many  other  occurrences  of  about  the  same 
character  have  been  magnified  into  Eu-Klux  outrages. 
Qttestion.  When  did  that  incident  occur  f 

Answer.  Last  fall ;  as  to  the  date  I  cannot  tell  it  precisely,  but  it  occurred  before  the 
aeesion  of  the  legislature ;  I  remember  that  very  well. 

Question.  Does  the  legislature  commence  its  session  in  November  T 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  commenced  its  session,  I  think,  in  December.    I  believe  the  Ist 
of  January  is  the  regular  time,  but  I  think  they  had  a  called  meeting  on  the  1st  of 
Deoember. 

QueaUon.  The  next  case  you  mentioned  was  where  some  parties  went  to  wait  upon  a 
constable  who  had  suffered  a  negro  to  escape  or  be  taken  from  him  a  night  or  two 
before.    Were  they  in  disguise  t 
Answer.  They  were  not  m  disguise. 

Question.  You  would  not  consider  that  a  Ku-Klux  ox)eration  t 

Anstcer.  No :  it  was  only  a  violation  of  law.    I  do  not  pretend  to  say  that  those 
negroes  were  Ku-Klux ;  but  they  went  there  to  arrest  the  sheriff  and  they  shot  at  him. 
Question.  That  affair  had  no  connection  whatever  with  the  Ku-Klux  f 
Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question,  The  third  case  you  mentioned  was  the  case  of  T.  N.  Brookshire.    Nothing 
oocnrred  in  that  case  except  that  the  man  was  threatened  f 
Answer,  Nothing  in  the  world. 
Question,  And  that  was  by  a  band  of  disguised  men  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  threatened  him,  and  told  him  he  must  desist  frt>m  doing  that 
which  they  considered  improper.  He  promised  to  do  so.  He  is  living  there  yet,  or  he 
was  the  last  time  I  heard  from  him. 

Question,  He  was  accused  of  taking  stolen  property  from  negroes  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  nothing  was  done  to  him,  except  that  he  received  a  bare  threat  t 
Answer.  There  was  nothing  but  a  bare  threat.    The  negro  who  brought  up  the  basket 
of  cotton  at  the  time  the  men  were  there  was  not  interrered  with. 

Question.  Those  were  the  three  cases  that  you  referred  to  in  answer  to  a  direct  ques- 
tion as  to  your  personal  knowledge  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux  operations  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Had  you  any  personal  knowledge  of  this  visit  of  Hie  negroes  to  the  con- 
stable f 

Answer.  I  had  no  personal  knowledge  of  the  fact,  except  that  I  have  seen  the  negroes 
since  they  were  arrested. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  they  went  to  the  constable's  or  not  t 
Answer.  I  think  I  do  know  that  they  went,  if  this  is  sufficient  evidence  of  the  ftwt: 
they  were  tried  before  a  magistrate  and  convicted  of  having  gone  there;  and  they 
were  put  in  chains  and  brought  to  the  court-house  to  be  tried  before  the  circuit  court. 
The  proof  was  made  before  the  ma^strate. 
Question.  Yon  did  not  hear  the  evidence  t 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Then  you  have  no  ^rsonal  knowledge  of  the  facts  T 
Answer,  I  only  know  that  it  is  a  fact,  though  I  was  not  present. 
Question,  You  mean  that  it  was  a  fact  if  the  witnesses  testifying  to  it  told  the  truth  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  But  you  do  not  know  the  fact  of  your  own  i>er8onal  knowledge?  Yon  could 
not  testify  to  it  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  swear  that  any  particular  negro  was  there,  because  I  was  not 
there  myself.  "^ 

Question,  Could  you  swear  of  your  own  personal  knowledge  that  such  an  occurrence 
took  place  f 
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Answer.  W^U?  I  think  I  oonld  upon  the  same  principle  that  I  coiild  swear  that  there 
lived  such  a  roan  as  Mr.  Lincoln ;  I  conld  swear  it  npon  the  evidence  of  othera.  I 
know  that  this  fact  did  occur,  or  else  these  parties  womd  not  have  been  arrests. 

Question,  You  think  that  the  bare  fact  of  their  arrest  is  proof  positive  that  the  trans- 
action did  take  place  ? 

Ansurer.  Yes,  sir;  their  being  arrested  and  convicted  before  the  magistrate  and  bound 
over  to  appear  at  court. 

Question.  They  have  not  been  tried — only  held  to  appear? 

Afmcer.  You  see  we  have  a  magistrate's  court,  biefore  which  the  witneeseft  w^re 
examined  to  see  whether  these  parties  should  be  committed.  There  were  thirty  or 
forty,  or  perhaps  fifty,  brought  up,  and  they  convicted,  I  think,  eighteen. 

Question.  That  was  not  a  trial,  but  an  investigation ;  they  were  held  to  be  tried  »t 
court  t 

Ansxcer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  to  be  tried  at  court. 

Question,  Has  any  bill  of  indictment  been  found  against  them  in  the  courts  ?  • 

Answer,  Well,  the  court  is  now  in  session ;  I  cannot  say  whether  a  bill  of  indictment 
has  been  found,  because  it  may  have  occurred  since*  I  left  home. 

Question.  You  think  that  the  fact  that  these  men  were  arrested,  examined  before  a 
magistrate,  and  held  to  appear  at  court  is  proof  positive  that  the  transaction  did  take 
place? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  And  I  do  know  that  Bridges  ran  away.  I  did  n5t  see  hizn  mn- 
ning ;  but  I  know  he  has  left  home. 

Question,  Bridges  was  the  const>able  ? 

Atiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Quesiian.  There  have  beeu  some  fifteen  or  twenty  parties  arrested  around  there  for 
being  engaged  in  Ku-Klux  outrages,  murders,  &c. ;  they,  too,  have  been  held  for  their 
appearance  at  court  ? 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  any  have  been  arrested  irom  that  portion  of  the  county. 

Question.  Well,  from  somewhere  else? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  do  know  that  they  have  been  arrested. 

Question.  And  you  know  they  were  bound  over  to  appear  at  court  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  air. 

Questiim,  Do  yon  not  know  that  bills  of  indictment  were  found  against  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  bills  were  found  at  the  court  at  Oxford ;  and  the  parties  have  been 
bound  over. 

Question.  Is  that  proof  positive  that  the  crimes  with  which  tliey  are  chargned  were 
committed  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  it  is  proof  positive  that  they  committed  the  crimes 
charged ;  but  it  is  proof  positive  of  the  fact  that  there  was  testimony  against  tbem, 
and  that  they  were  arretted.  I  do  not  mean  to  say  any  one  of  those  negroes  shot  at 
Bridges  or  anything  of  that  sort.  But  froai  the  fact  of  their  being  arrested  and  hdd 
by  the  magistrate,  he  must  have  had  proof  that  they  were  there.  And  I  suppose  that 
parties  have  proof  that  these  men  indicted  at  Oxford  are  Ku-Klux,  or  they  think  they 
have.  The  men  are  bound  over  to  be  tried  hereafter.  I  do  not  think  there  have  been 
any  arrests  of  Ku-Klux  in  that  particular  section. 

Question,  Does  it  require  any  more  proof  against  your  citizens  than  citizens  anywhere 
else? 

Answer,  Not  at  all ;  the  same  law  tries  all. 

Question.  I  observed  that  you  started  out  by  stating  the  three  cases  I  have  referred 
to — that  of  the  two  or  three  colored  men  who  went  to  the  fair  with  disguises  on  their 
faces,  and  who,  when  approached,  took  off  their  masks ;  the  case  of  the  negroes  and  this 
constable ;  and  the  case  where  Mr.  Brookshire  was  threatened.  Did  you  ever  hear  of 
the  killing  of  a  man  named  Dick  Maloue  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  mentioned  that  case,  I  think. 

Question^  You  may  have  done  so  afterward. 

Answer.  I  never  had  heard  of  that  until  Mr.  Whitfield  told  me  of  it  since  I  have  been 
here.  That  brought  the  matter  to  my  mind.  It  occurred  about  eight  months  ago.  It 
had  escaped  my  attention  when  I  first  spoke. 

Question.  How  far  from  you  was  Dick  Malone  killed  ? 

Answer.  About  eight  miles.  At  that  time  I  was  absent  from  home.  I  was  not  there 
during  the  month  of  November.  Mr.  Whitfield  was  trying  to  bring  the  matter  to  my 
mind  last  night.  I  told  him  I  was  absent  at  that  time.  I  know  nothing  of  the  cir- 
cumstances.   I  heard  that  Malone  was  killed. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  it  was  done  by  a  band  of  disguised  man  at  night t 

Answer,  That  was  what  Mr.  Whitfield  told  me  yesterday.    I  had  forgotten  tft© 
onmstances. 

Question,  Had  you  not  heard  of  it  before  you  heard  it  from  Mr  Whitfield  T     * 

Answer,  Since  I  have  been  reminded  of  it,  I  recollect  that  I  had  heard  It ;  and  T  i 
tioned  having  heard  it. 

Question,  Did  you  not  hear  of  it  as  being  done  by  a  band  of  disguised  men? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  say  that  I  heard  of  it  in  that  way. 
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Otfa»it(m.  When  did  it  occur  t 

Answer,  Last  NoTember,  so  far  as  I  know.    I  was  absent  from  home  at  the  time. 

Queaiian.  That  incident  of  the  masked  negroes  going  to  the  colored  fair  was  also  last 
November,  was  it  not  f 

Answer,  Well,  it  was  during  the  fall ;  I  cannot  name  the  month. 

Question,  How  is  it  that  the  little  incident  of  a  few  masked  men  or  boys  going  to  a 
fair  impressed  yoor  mind  so  strongly,  while  yon  had  forgotten  the  circumstance  of  the 
murder  of  a  man  by  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  I  will  tell  you  how  the  incident  of  those  masked  negroes  came  to  impress  my 
mind  so  strongly.  I  happened  to  be  in  town  the  next  day,  and  they  were  at  that  time 
taUdng  a  gooa  deal  in  the  leffislature  about  Ku-E[lux,  and  this  thing  was  brought  up. 
I  do  not  know  that  I  would  have  remembered  it  but  ifor  the  fact  that  I  happened  to  be 
at  Macon  at  the  time.  I  know  that  in  the  legislature  they  were  speaking  of  Ku-Klux, 
aud  this  matter  was  brought  up  by  a  member  in  debate.  He  said,  jocalarly,  to  old 
man  Steward,  that  his  son  had  been  a  Ku-Elux.  Old  man  Steward  was  very  violent  on 
the  Ku-Elux. 

Question,  Is  the  murder  of  colored  men  by  persons  in  disguise  so  common,  or 
esteemed  so  light  a  thing  in  your  community,  that  such  a  murder,  within  eight  miles 
of  you,  escapes  your  recollection  so  quickly  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  must  confess  that  I  do  not  recollect  anything  about  it.  Such  affairs 
are  not  very  common ;  but  I  was  absent  at  the  time  it  occurred. 

Question,  Does  the  murder  of  a  man  in  your  community  make  a  decided  impression  on 
the  minds  of  the  people,  or  are  such  things  so  common  that  they  do  not  make  much 
impression  t 

Answsr.  Ko,  sir,  murders  do  not  very  often  occur.  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being 
killed,  and  I  have  heard  of  white  persons  being  killed,  without  knowing  the  circum- 
stances of  the  matter. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  Isham  Lowry  being  whipped  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  such  case ;  it  may  have  occurred,  but  I  do  not  know 
anything  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  hearing  that  a  colored  man  was  whipped  the  same  night 
that  Dick  Mi^one  was  kiUed,  and  at  the  same  house  f 

Answer,  No ;  I  do  not,  except  from  what  Mr.  Whitfield  stated  to  me  last  evening. 
Ttiat  was  the  first  information  I  had  of  it.  Indeed,  I  had  forgotten  all  about  the 
Malone  case  until  he  mentioned  it  to  me.  Then  I  remember^  such  a  fact  having 
occurred. 

Question.  Did  he  state  to  you  that  Isham  Lowry  was  attacked  at  the  same  house  and 
whipped,  and  that  Maloue  ran  out  into  the  crowd  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Mr.  Whitfield  was  detailing  the  circumstances  last  evening.  He 
said  that  the  reason  he  was  familiar  with  the  Facts  was,  that  the  case  happened  on  a 
plantation  belonging  to  an  aunt  of  his. 

Question,  It  was  within  eight  miles  of  you,  however  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  about  ei^t  or  nine  miles. 

Question,  You  heard  nothing  of  this  band  of  men  being  engaged  in  whipping  Lowry 
at  the  time  Malone  went  out  ? 

Answer.  No ;  I  did  not  untU  Mr.  Whitfield  mentioned  it  to  me  last  night.  If  I  had 
heard  it  I  had  forgotten  it.    I  do  not  think  I  heard  it. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  whipping  of  a  man  named  Harston,  on  George 
Harston's  ]^ace,  near  the  line  between  Noxubee  and  Lowndes  T 

Answer,  I  recollect  something  about  that ;  that  some  man  was  whipped  there.  That, 
I  think,  happened  in  the  county  of  Lowndes.  I  do  not  remember  any  of  the  circum- 
Btances,  and  I  do  not  remember  whether  it  was  said  to  have  beeq  done  by  disguised 
men  or  not.  I  recollect  hearing'something  said  about  some  parties  going  there  to  see 
Mr.  Harston  in  reference  to  some  matter — I  forget  now  what  it  was.  I  really  do  not 
remember  anything  about  that  case. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Cooksvillet 

Answer,  Thirty  miles.    I  never  have  been  to  Cooksville. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  two  or  three  men  being  killed  in  the  neighbor- 
hood of  Cooksville  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect.  If  they  were  killed,  I  have  no  doubt  I  heard  of  it  at  the 
time. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  two  or  more  men  being  killed  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Cooksville  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  within  the  last  year  Y 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember. 

Question,  You  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  it  at  all  f 

Answer,  No^  sir. 

Question,  How  long  ago  do  you  think  yon  may  have  heard  of  the  whipping  of  the 
man  on  €^rge  Harstoirs  place  f 

Answer,  I  tnink  it  was  last  fall  that  I  heard  some  parties  went  there  and  whipped 
some  negro.    I  do  not  even  know  the  name  of  the  negro. 
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Question.  There  is  a  place  in  your  county  called  Sugar  Lock,  is  there  not  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  a  depot  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  RaiLrond. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  you  f 

Ansioer.  Twenty-odd  miles. 

Question.  Are  you  acquainted  with  people  in  that  locality  f  / 

Atiswer.  I  know  some  of  them.  I  have  been  to  Sugar  Lock  twice  in  twelve  ment^ 
I  was  there  not  long  ago. 

Question.  You  occasionally  see  people  from  that  locality  f 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  very  frequently  see  persons  from  that  locality  at  Haooo,  the 
county  seat. 

Qufesiim.  Have  you  heard  of  two  persons  being  killed  near  Sugar  Lock  witliin  tiie  \b^ 
year? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  one  being  killed  there,  and  that  was  the  case  I  tneatioiied  of 
the  negro  "  Bnlly  Jack."  , 

Qii,esiUm,  Did  you  hear  he  was  killed  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  I  think  so  from  my  recollection.  I  believe  I  heard  that  some  parties  went 
there  in  disguise. 

QuestUm,  When  did  that  occur  f  ^ 

Answer.  That  must  have  occurred  over  twelve  months  ago— certaialy  last  year. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  hearing  of  any  other  persons  being  killed  there  or  abool 
there  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not ;  if  I  did  hear  of  any  others  the  oiroumstance  has  esca^^  my  recol- 
lection. 

Question.  How  far  do  you  live  from  Brooksville  t 

Answer.  Within  a  mile  and  a  quarter. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  persons  being  whipped  west  of  Brooksville  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember  any  case. 

Question.  I  do  not  ask  whether  you  know  of  the  case  of  year  own  knowledge,  hat 
have  you  heard  of  any  such  case  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  recollect  having  heard  of  any. 

Question,  You  do  not  recollect  hearing  of  any  person  being  whipped  to  the  west  of 
BrooksviUe  t 

Answer.  That  is  the  country  where  the  Malone  plantation  is.  I  have  heard  of  whip- 
ping there.  There  was  the  Hinton  case,  to  which  I  referred,  where  a  negro  wcnnsi 
was  whipped. 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  no  other  case  f 

Answer,  None  that  I  remember. 

Question.  Do  you  think  it  probable  that  twelve  or  fifteen  ^reons  coald  havebees 
whipped  there  within  the  last  twelve  months  by  men  in  disguise  without  your  bearing 
of  itf 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  it  probable.  Such  circumstances  qii^t  occasionally  occur 
without  my  knowledge  from  the  fact  that  I  am  a  great  deal  away  from  home,  aome^ 
times  a  month  at  a  time.  During  my  absence  something  of  the  sort  might  occnr  and 
not  be  mentioned,  though  I  am  very  apt  to  inquire  about  matters. 

Question,  You  mix  a  great  deal  with  the  people  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Would  the  whipping  of  a  colored  man  by  persons  in  disguise  be  considered 
so  trivial  a  matter  that  persons  would  not  be  apt  to  mention  it  to  yon  ? 

Answer.  I  hardly  think  so,  particularly  if  it  were  done  by  persons  in  disgniee.  I 
think  it  would  be  very  likely  to  be  mentioned. 

Question.  So  that  if  such  a  thing  occurred  you  would  be  likely  to  hear  of  itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  think  so.  I  may  have  heard  of  some  instance  which  I  do  not 
remember;  I  may  nave  heard  of  some  whippings  which  I  cannot  call  to  mind — ^wfadch 
ms^  not  have  impressed  themselves  upon  my  recollection. 

Question,  Was  Mr.  Huggins  whipped  in  .your  county  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  in  the  county  of  Monroe. 

Question,  That  was  one  of  the  counties  to  which  I  was  calling  your  attention.  Did 
you  hear  of  the  whipping  of  Mr.  Huggins  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  When  did  that  occur? 

Answer,  I  happened  to  be  in  Jackson,  Mississippi,  at  the  time  it  occurred.  It  was  in 
the  month  of  February  or  March,  I  think. 

QusstUm,  Is  he  said  to  have  been  whipped  by  a  bond  of  men  in  disgttiBe  t 

Answer,  That  is  what  has  been  reported. 

Question,  Do  you  not  consider  that  a  more  serious  ofl^  than  the  appearance  of  fbsr 
or  five  colored  men  masked  at  a  fairf 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  much  more  so. 

Question,  Was  not  Mr.  Huggins  a  United  States  officer  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q,uestion,  You  did  not  hear  it  was  negroes  who  whipped  him  f 
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Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  he  was  whipped  by  negroes. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  he  was  pretty  badly  whipped  t 

jHSU?e)\  I  heard  he  was  pretty  oadly  whipped. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  men  iieqaently  riding  in  disguise,  within  the  last  eight 
or  ten  months,  in  any  of  those  counties  to  which  I  have  oaUed  your  attention  f 

Jv^wr.  Yes,  sir;  I  mentioned  to  vou  that  I  had  heard  of  disgmsed  bodies  of  men  on 
some  occasions ;  and  I  stated  my  belief  that  they  were  neighborhood  men,  without 
any  regular  organization. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  those  ridings  taking  place  frequently  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  mentioned  three  or  four  cases. 

Ques^on.  Three  or  four  cases  in  several  months  would  hardly  justify  you  in  saying 
that  such  things  took  plaop  frequently.  You  may  have  heard  of  cases  without  being 
able  to  designate  them  precisely.  Have  you  heard  that  such  things  have  occurred  fte- 
quently,  apart  from  the  specific  cases  you  have  mentioned  f 

Answer.  All  the  cases  1  have  heard  of  would  not,  I  reckon,  amount  to  more  than  six 
or  eight. 

Quiesiion.  You  mean  in  all  this  range  of  counties  f 

Answer.  From  what  I  have  heard.  I  have  very  often  beard  that  there  were  bands  of 
Ku-Klux  in  this  county  or  in  that  county  |  that  is  alll  would  hear ;  but  then  I  would 
not  believe  it  very  often  when  I  did  hear  it,  because  they  had  done  nothing.  And,  as 
I  stated,  I  believe  that  sometimes  such  things  are  merely  the  indisoretions  of  boys  or 
youth,  like  that  affiiir  at  the  church,  or  like  the  case  of  the  boys  who  mentioned  to  me 
that  they  had  for  a  frolic  visited  in  disguise  some  negro  prayer-meeting. 

Question.  You  would  not  think  that  a  crowd  of  disguised  boys  on  a  frolic  killed 
Malone  T 

Answer.  I  should  say  not  by  any  means,  f 

Question.  Or  that  such  a  crowd  killed  the  uccto  near  Sugar  Lock  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  should  not  say  they  were  boys. 

Question.  Or  that  whipped  Huggins  ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir ;  I  should  say  they  were  men,  and  I  should  say  they  were  white  men. 

Question.  To  go  back  to  the  case  of  this  constable :  you  said  that  the  negro  stole  a 
horse  from  a  man  named  Charles  Moore  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  was  that  from  you  f 

Atistver.  About  fifteen  miles. 

Question.  You  do  not  mean  to  state  positively  that  the  negro  stole  the  horse  f 

Answer.  I  simply  state  that  I  happened  to  see  Mr.  Moore  afterwards,  and  he  said  this 
negro  had  stolen  his  horse,  and  that  he  had  captured  the  horse  again.  The  neffro  was 
tried  and  bound  over  by  the  magistrate  to  appear  at  court.  The  testimony  belore  the 
magistrate  convicted  him  sufficiently  to  carry  nim  to  court. 

Question.  That  is,  the  testimony  was  strong  enough  to  induce  the  magistrate  to  bind 
the  negro  over  to  answer  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  to  bind  him  to  appear  at  court. 

Question.  You  would  not  take  that  as  proof  positive  that  the  negro  stole  the  horse  t 

An  steer.  That  had  to  be  tested  at  the  court-nouse ;  but  the  evidence  was  sufficient 
for  the  magistrate  to  bind  him  over,  or  he  would  have  discharged  him. 

Question.  The  negro  was  put  in  charge  of  a  constable  named  Bridges  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  was  put  in  chains  f 

Answer,  He  was  fastened  with  a  trace-chain  and  a  little  padlock.  Bridges  went  to 
be^  intending  to  take  the  negro  to  the  jail  the  next  day. 

Questions  Where  did  he  put  him  t 

Answer.  He  put  him  in  a  cabin  near  his  house,  in  an  out-building. 

Question.  Was  there  anybody  in  the  cabin  besides  the  negro  f 

Answer.  Nobody  that  I  know  of;  I  do  not  think  there  was  anybody  else  there. 

Question.  Was  the  cabin  a  very  secure  one  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  never  saw  it  and  never  heard  it  described. 

Question.  Bridges  pot  the  negro  in  the  cabin  by  himself? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  left  him  there  and  went  to  his  house  to  sleep  t 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir.  The  house  was  near  by.  It  was  said  that  the  cabin  was  in  the 
yard  ri^ht  by  the  house. 

Question.  Was  that  prefer  conduct  f«r  an  officer  having  charge  of  a  prisoner  to  be 
taken  to  jail! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir.    lliose  are  the  £BM^t8  of  the  case. 

Question.  Yon  know  whether  that  is  the  proper  way  for  an  officer  to  guard  a  prisoner  f 

Answer-.  I  think  it  would  have  been  better  ror  the*  constable  to  have  staid  with  him 
or  taken  him  to  jail  that  night ;  that  is  what  he  ought  to  have  done. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  before  know  an  officer  in  Siarge  of  a  prisoner,  on  his  way  to 
jail,  to  dispose  of  him  in  that  way  f 
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Answer.  I  do  not  remember  any  case  like  that.  I  have  known  caae«  very  often  wh&t 
prijjoners  have  not  been  carried  to  jail  immediately  on  their  conviction. 

Questi&n,  Did  yon  ever  know  of  one  being  put  in  an  out-of-the-way  oat-hoas«, 
chained,  and  left  there  over-night  by  the  officer  having  him  in  charge  t 

Answer.  I  have  known  prisoners  to  be  chained  in  adjoining  rooms  to  where  the  party 
having  them  in  charge  wonld  be.  This  cabin  was  described  as  being  immediately  ap 
to  the  house.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  is  three  steps  or  ten  steps  distant  &om  the 
house. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  this  negro  was  handcuffed  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  ;  I  do  not  know,  though. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  how  the  chain  was  put  upon  him  t 
Anstcer.  I  think  it  was  put  upon  his  leg:  but  I  do  not  know  that. 

Question,  Yon  do  not  know  whether  his  nands  were  free  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  Suppose  his  hands  were  left  free,  and  he  was  chained,  and  fastened  simply 
with  a  padlock,  in  an  out-of-the-way  house ;  was  that  any  way  to  secure  him  T 

Answer.  I  should  say  not.  I  am  quite  sure  he  was  not  handcuffed,  for  the  reason 
that  I  do  not  suppose  a  magistrate  in  a  remote  part  of  the  county  like  that  had  s 
handcuff.    I  do  not  suppose  he  was  handcuffed,  or  tied  except  by  means  of  this  chain. 

QuesUon.  Do  you  think  that  any  man  of  ordinary  intelligence  would  have  supposed 
that  the  n^o,  fastened  in  that  way,  would  have  been  secure  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  known  them  sometimes  to  turn  prisoners  loose  upon  the  prooi- 
ise  that  theywould  remain  and  go  with  them. 

Questi(m.  That  was  not  the  case  here,  because  the  prisoner  was  chained  t 

Ansu^er.  The  constable  mav  have  thought  the  man  was  secure. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  talk  to  Mr.  Bridges  about  it  f 

Answer.  Mr.  Bridges  left  the  county.  They  ran  him  off.  According  to  the  statemehts 
made  he  left  that  night  and  went  into  Alabama;  his  house  is  near  the  Alabama  Hne. 

Question.  How  long  ago  did  that  affair  occur  f 

Answer.  It  must  have  been  some  time  in  June ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Answer.  And  Mr.  Bridges  has  not  returned  since? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.    I  left  home  the  12th  of  July. 

Question.  Have  you  talked  with  himf 

Answer.  I  have  never  seen  him  since.  I  did  not  know  he  was  a  magistrate  till  this 
occurrence  took  place. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  tracks  of  a  good  many  men  and  horses  were 
seen  around  that  cabin  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  never  did. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  it  intimated  in  that  community  that  Mr.  Bridges  was  » 
member  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  or  any  other  secret  organization  f 

Answer,  1  never  have. 

Question,  Is  he  a  man  of  fair  sense  and  Judgment  f 

Ansujer.  Well,  I  know  very  little  about  him ;  but  what  little  I  do  know  is  not  very 
favorable  to  him.  I  never  saw  him  but  once  or  twice  in  my  life.  He  is  looked  upon  as 
a  very  good-for-nothing  sort  of  a  character.  I  do  not  mean  that  he  is  considerea  deli- 
oient  in  integritv  or  honesty,  but  that  he  is  a  lazy  sort  of  man.  I  know  that  he  does 
not  provide  tor  nimself  very  welL 

Question,  Is  he  a  democrat  f 

Ansioer,  I  do  not  know ;  I  presume  he  is.    In  fact,  I  may  say  positively  he  is. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  that  there  was  a  note  found  the  next  morning  at  that  cabin 
saying,  in  substance,  "  Don't  be  alarmed ;  weVe  got  him  T''  / 

'  Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  that.  I  merely  heard  that  a  negro  had  been  arrested 
for  stealing  Moore's  horse ;  that  he  was  examined  before  a  magiBtrate,  and  delivered  to 
the  constable ;  that  he  was  chained  by  the  constable  and  contined  in  au  out-house  over 
night :  that  the  next'moming  he  was  missing ;  and  that  the  negroes  went  there  to  fire 
upon  Bridges. 

Question.  This  body  of  negroes  went  there  several  days  afterward  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  when  Mr.  Bridges  went  to  the  cabin  the  next  morn- 
ing he  found  the  ne^pK>  missing,  but  £Dund  iu  his  place  a  note  saying,  '*  Don't  be 
alarmed ;  we've  got  lum  f  " 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  that. 

Question,  You  never  heard  of  his  having  found  such  a  note  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  negro  escaped  t 

Answer,  Well,  I  think  he  must  have  escaped ;  they  could  have  found  him  if  he  hAd 
been  killed.  It  is  my  impression  the  negro  escaped.  If  I  had  heard  of  suoh  a  not«sfl 
you  mention  and  knew  the  incident  to  be  true,  my  views  would  be  different ;  Aiy 
impression  was  simply  that  the  negro  had  actually  gotten  away.  I  never  heard  any- 
thing to  induce  me  to  believe  otherwise. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qu€$Hotu  Toa  have  heard  Dothius  of  him  since  f 
Anfiicer.  Nor  have  I  heard  a  wonf  of  him  since. 

r 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

•  * 

QueatioH.  Bid  yon  hear  that  a  negro  was  found  drowned  in  that  vicinity  shortly  after 
wardt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ^ 

Question.  Who  fonnd  him  T 

Answer,  He  was  found  in  the  river ;  and  it  was  said  that  he  was  a  negro  who  had 
been  drowned  from  some  steamboat.  Whether  such  a  negro  was  ever  drowned  from  a 
steamboat  I  do  not  know ;  but  I  know  that  the  statement  was  that  some  negro  had 
been  found  there — that  pwt  of  a  carcass  of  a  man  had  been  discovered  in  the  river, 
and  it  was  said  that  some  negro  had  been  drowned  from  a  steamboat  some  miles  above 
there ;  and  it  was  thought  perhaps  this  was  the  negro.  That  is  all  I  know  in  reference 
to  that  matter. 

Question.  Did  not  the  family  of  the  negro  whom  Mr.  Bridges  had  had  under  arrest 
recognize  the  clothing  upon  tiiiis  negro  found  in  the  river  as  that  of  the  negro  who  had 
been  under  arrest  t 

Ansicer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  that  t 

Ansicer.  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  heard  of  a  man's  being  drowned  from  a  steamboat  before  you 
beard  of  the  Unding  of  this  negro  f 

Answer.  I  never  had. 

Question.  Did  not  the  necroes  turn  out  the  next  morning  after  the  disappearance  of 
this  negro  and  make  search  for  him  f 

Answer.  If  they  did,  I  do  not  know  it ;  they  may  have  done  it ;  I  do  not  remember. 

Question.  How  far  was  the  river  from  the  place  where  this  negro  was  chained  T 

Answer.  I  should  say  about  four  miles. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  :  -         s 

Question.  You  mean  it  is  four  miles  from  Mr.  Bridges's  place  to  the  Tombigbee  River  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  four  miles,  or  a  little  less.    Now  that  I  reckon  it,  I  do  not  think  it 
is  over  three  miles. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  say  a  body  of  negroes  went  to  the  house  of  ilr,  Bridges  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  he  fired  upon  them  before  they  got  to  the  house  f 

Answer.  When  he  saw  them  coming  in  the  yard,  according  to  the  statement  made  to 
tne,  he  fired  upon  them ;  they  shot  some  fifty  or  sixty  shots  at  him ;  and  he  ran  out  of 
the  back  way,  leaving  his  clothing.    He  was  undressed  at  the  time ;  he  had  been  in  bed. 

Question.  How  many  nearoes  did  you  hear  were  there  t 

Answer.  I  he^rd  that  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty.  That  was  the  statement 
that  was  made — that  the  negroes  from  the  entire  neighborhood  went  there  upon  the 
presumption  on  their  part  that  this  negro  had  been  killed. 

Question.  And  they  went  there  to  see  about  it  f 

Answer.  They  went  there  to  see  Bridges,  and  tell  him  he  had  to  produce  that  negro, 
or  state  what  he  had  done  with  him ;  and  they  shot  at  Bridges. 

Question.  Who  made  that  statement  to  you  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  think  I  heard  it  from  two  or  three  parties.  It  was  a 
matter  of  conversation  with  several  parties  on  my  return  home.  I  was  not  at  home 
at  the  time. 

Question.  You  heard  that  there  were  some  fifty  or  sixty  negroes  who  went  there  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  is  my  impression  of  the  number  that  I  heard  stated. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  they  were  in  dis^ise  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  my  impression  is  they  were  not  in  disguise. 

Question.  How  many  were  arrested  I 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  how  many  were  arrested,  but  I  think  there  were  eighteen  o 
twenty  bound  over  by  the  ma^strate. 

Question.  Are  they  still  in  jail  f 

Answer.  They  were  all  in  jail  when  I  left  home.  I  have  been  informed  since  I  left 
home  that  they  have  been  taken  out  under  bonds  to  appear  at  court. 

Qitestion.  As  to  these  four  colored  boys  who  went  to  church  with  masks  on 

Ansicer.  I  did  not  say  four ;  I  did  not  know  how  many  there  were. 

Q^Hon.  Whatever  the  number,  they  were  arrested  f 

Answer.  I  think  they  were  arrested;  but  they  were  turned  loose  immediately  upon 
the  facts  appearing. 

Question.  Both  these  arrests  were  made  by  the  Stato  authorities  f 
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Answer.  By  the  State  aathoritiee,  I  think.  No,  it  is  possible  that  the  other  arrrat 
was  made  by  the  town  authorities. 

Question.  At  any  rate,  they  were  not  arrested  by  the  United  States  officers  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  of  having  heard  of  the  killing  of  Malone,  and  some  whipninxs 
and  other  occnrrences.  Have' yon  heard  of  any  white  man  being  arrested  by  the  oiait 
authorities  for  ^oing  in  disguise  t 

Anstoer.  No,  sir,  not  by  the  State  authorities:  I  do  not  remember  a  single  case. 

Qtiestion.  Notwithstanding  all  the  acte  of  Ku-Kluxism  you  have  det^Oed — ^the  visnt 
to  Mr.  Brookshire,  the  whipping  of  Harston,  the  killing  of  a  negro*  near  Sugar  Lock, 
the  killing  of  Malone,  and  others — notwithstanding  the  commission  of  all  tbe.se  acts  by 
men  in'dis^ise,  you  have  never  heard  of  a  white  man  arrested  by  the  State  author- 
ities for  going  in  disguise  and  committing  any  of  those  acts  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  nave  never  heard  of  one  being  detected  or  marked  out,  and  enr- 
tainly  not  of  one  being  arrestee!.    I  have  never  heard  of  an  arrest  of  such  parties. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  negroes  going  about  in  bands  committmg 
depredations  in  disguise,  other  than  the  two  cases  you  nave  named  f 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question.  In  both  those  cases  the. negroes  were  promptly  arrested  f 

Answer.  Jm  one  case  they  were  promptly  arrested,  and  were  in  disguise.  In  the  case 
of  the  negroes  who  went  out  to  shoot  Bridges,  they  were  arrested,  but  they  were  not  in 
disguise ;  that  is  my  information  about  the  matter. 

Question.  Your  people  felt  that  it  was  a  considerable  degree  of  oppression  for  United 
States  authorities  to  come  and  arrest  these  men  accused  of  killing  Malone  and  of  Ku- 
Kluxing  around  there ;  did  they  not  t 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir ;  the  people  do  not  look  upon  it  in  that  way.  The  matt^  of 
complaint  is  that  United  States  troops  should  have  been  brou^t  there  to  arrest  the 
parties,  when  they  would  have  appeared  in  obedience  to  ordinary  process. 

Question.  How  many  troops  were  carried  there.? 

Answer.  There  were  eighteen  or  twenty.  I  do  not  know  exactly  how  many  tbey 
carried  to  make  these  arrests,  because  I  was  not  there  on  that  day.  I  suppose  some  of 
the  troops  were  left  in  Macon ;  I  reckon  they  did  not  take  over  eight  or  ten. 

Question.  They  were  nothing  more  than  a  posse  of  the  marshal  f 

Answer.  They  were  a  marshaVs  posse ;  that  is  what  they  were. 

Question.  Is  Judge  Orr,  of  your  circuit,  a  brother  of  Hon.  James  L.  Orr,  of  Soatk 
Carolina  ? 

Answer.  He  is.  ' 

Question.  Is  he  an  able  lawyer  ? 

Ansioer.  He  is.  .. 

Question.  Is  he  especially  rigid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law  f  t 

Answer.  He  is  looked  upon  with  terror  in  the  discharge  of  his  duties  as  a  judge.  He 
is  looked  upon  as  extremely  strict  in  the  enforcement  of  the  laws — more  so  than  anv 
judge  we  have  had  for  a  very  long  time. 

Question.  Is  there  any  reason,  then,  why  the  law  should  be  taken  into  the  hands  d 
the  citizens  in  that  section  of  the  country,  with  reference  to  these  minor  offenses  that 
you  speak  of,  when  you  have  such  a  judge  to  administer  the  law  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  should  say  that  there  should  be  none ;  that  the  law  is  able  to  vindi- 
cate itself.  Judge  Orr  is  a  good  judge.  I  believe  he  is  not  partial.  Ho  is  very  rigid 
in  the  execution  of  the  law,  whether  the  parties  be  white  or  black.  I  believe  he  woniU 
punish  one,  or  do  justice  to  one  as  quickly  as  to  the  other. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Charles  M.  Doss  t 

Answer.  I  do.  sir.    You  remember  I  referred  to  him. 

Question.  Did  you  state  his  character  ? 

Armver.  I  did  state  his  character.  I  remarked  that  he  was  a  little  wild — gets  into 
frolics  occasionally,  but  is  a  citizen  and  planter  who  is  esteemed  a  very  clever,  kind 
hearted  man,  although  he  does  get  on  a  spree  now  and  then. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  violence  T  * 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  of  any  violence  he  has  ever  committed.  I  recollect  thai 
on  one  occasion  he  came  into  court  very  drunk  and  kicked  up  quite  a  distarbao^. 
When  he  has  been  drinking  I  think  he  is  disposed  to  be  violent  and  irrational. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  him  charged  with  being  captain  of  this  Ku-Klnx  oigao- 
ization  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  it.    I  have  heard  him  speak  of  the  Ku-Klux  and  heard  him 
say  he  did  not  believe  there  was  any  body  of  that  sort.    If  there  is  any  regular  orgaa 
ized  system,  I  would  as  soon  suppose  he  would  belong  to  it  as  anybody.    Snt,  as  1 
stated  before,  I  do  not  believe  there  is  any  such  thing. 

Question.  Were  you  in  court  at  the  time  he  had  the  difficulty  there  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  in  court  at  the  time  the  affair  occurred.  In  feet,  I  wa« 
ordered  on  that  occasion  to  go  and  take  him. 

Question.  After  it  occurrea  f 
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Jmncer.  At  the.  time  it  occnrred.  I  happened  to  be  in  the  coort-honse.  Doss  came 
into  the  court-room  while  a  lawyer  was  speaking  upon  a  murder  case.  The  sheriiF  had 
ordered  the  front  door  of  the  court-room  to  be  kept  shut.  Doss  started  to  go  out  by 
that  door,  when  he  was  told  he  could  not. 

Question.  There  had  been  no  demonstration  of  a  disorderly  character  by  him  up  to 
that  time  7 

Anstcer.  Ko,  sir,  nothing  up  to  that  time.'  He  remarked  that  he  "  would  be  damned 
if  he  did  not  go  out  that  way."  I  think  the  officer  then  told  him  that  he  would  arrest 
him,  when  Doss  drew  his  pistol.  He  pretty  well  broke  up  the  court.  He  was  intoxi- 
cated at  the  time,  and  said  i^fterward  that  ne  did  not  know  what  he  was  doing.  He 
apologized  to  the  court. 

Question.  Was  ho  on  trial  T 

Ansicer.  I  think  he  went  beibre  the  court  and  pleaded  guilty  to  the  charge  of  disor- 
derly conduct  and  was  punished  by  a  fine. 

Question.  "Was  he  on  trial  at  the  time  that  ho  made  the  disturbance  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  was  only  a  spectator  in  thd  court,  just  as  I  happened  to  be  on 
that  occasion. 

Question.  Was  the  man  on  trial  charged  with  murdering  a  negro  T 

Answer.  It  was  the  case  of  a  man  named  Brantley,  who  was  murdered  at  Sugar  Lock ; 
a  man  named  Eskridge  was  accused  of  being  the  murderer.  It  is  a  long  story,  but 
there  was  no  ne^ro  mixed  up  in  the  trial  at  all. 

Question.  Was  it  alleged  that  the  man  who  was  killed  at  Sugar  Lock  was  killed  by 
a  band  of  men  in  disguise  1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  man  who  killed  him  did  it  in  the  dark.  He  was  not  in  disguise; 
be  had  a  blanket  over  his  shoulder;  it  was  a  cold  night.  This  man  Eskridge  was 
pretty  well  ascertained  to  be  the  party ;  but  he  has  broken  jail  and  run  away. 

Question.  Did  Mr.  Doss,  on  the  occasion  of  that  trial,  attack  the  court  with  ms  pistol  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not  attack  the  court  at  all.  He  pulled  out  his  pistol  and  said 
he  would  not  be  taken.  He  did  not  attack  tho^  court.  The  three  magistrates  who  were 
holding  the  court — it  was  not  the  circuit  court — ordered  the  sheriff  to  take  him.  The 
sheriff  called  upon  me,  among  others  indiscriminately,  to  go  up  and  take  him.  The 
sheriff  seemed  to  be  rather  airaid  to  undertake  it  alone ;  he  was  not  a  cowardly  man, 
but  he  wanted  assistance.  Doss  was  secured,  and  it  being  seen  that  he  was  deraneed 
firom  the  influence  of  liquor  he  was  taken  into  an  adjoining  room.  When  he  got  sober 
ho  came  back  and  arranged  it  with  the  court  somehow ;  I  do  not  know  how,  but  I 
know  it  was  adjusted.  He  made  an  apology.  I  do  not  think  he  has  drank  anything 
since  then ;  I  think  he  made  a  promise  at  that  time  that  he  would  not. 

Question.  Did  he  go  upon  the  bench  and  drive  the  magistrates  off? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  The  magistrates  were  sitting  up  in  a  sort  of  pulpit.  The  clerk's 
desk  was  in  front  and  he  got  up  on  that. 

Question.  He  got  on  top  of  the  clerk's  desk  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesjtion.  How  near  did  that  bring  him  to  the  magistrates? 

Answer.  Six,  or  eight,  or  ten  feet. 

Question.  Did  he  present  his  pistol  at  the  magbtrates  on  the  bench  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  he  did  not.  I  do  not  think  he  drew  his  pistol  exactly ;  I  think  he 
put  his  hand  on  his  pistol ;  I  do  not  think  he  got  his  pistol  out,  but  he  ha>d  his  hand  on 
it  ready  to  draw  it. 

Question.  Did  he  address  himself  to  the  magistrates  on  the  bench  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Why  did  they  leave  the  bench  T 

Answer.  They  ordered  him  to  be  arrested.  There  was  quite  a  rush  in  the  room ; 
there  seemed  to  be  confusion.  The  officers  were  ordered  to  take  him,  and  he  said  he 
would  not  bo  taken.  One  of  the  magistrates,  a  personal  friend  of  his,  got  down  to 
take  him ;  and  really  it  was  he  who  carried  him  out  of  the  court-room. 

Question.  Did  the  crowd  hesitate  to  take  hold  of  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  the  crowd  immediately  obeyed  the  magistrate,  I  among  the  rest. 

Question.  You  say  he  has  not  the  reputation  generally  of  being  a  man  of  turbulent , 
and  violent  character  T 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  ho  is  a  man  of  turbulent  and  violent  character, 
except  when  drinking.    At  other  times  ho  is  a  kind-hearted  man. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  man  in  the  county  of  Winston  named  Jack  Triplet? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  such  a  man ;  I  do  not  know  him ;  I  know  very  little  of  him. 
I  stated  just  now  that  Glover  Triplet  was  a  man  of  wealth.  He  is  a  brother  of  Jack 
Triplet,  and  it  was  Jack  Triplet  whom  I  meant  to  refer  to  as  a  man  of  wealth ;  at  the 
moment  I  got  the  two  persons  confused. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Jack  Triplet  being  accused  of  being  captain  of  any 
band  of  men  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir:  I  will  give  you  my  word  I  never  heard  who  were  the  officers  who 
commanded  the  Ku-Klnx,  or  that  there  was  any  such  body  until  these  arrests  were 
made. 

26  m 
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Question.  Bid  you  never  hear  that  he  killed  a  negro  'who  lived  with  him  T 

Anstcer.  I  never  did  until  the  arrests  were  made.  I  then  heard  the  charge  that  was 
brought  against  him.    I  had  never  heard  of  it  until  that  period. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  an  outrage  committed  on  a  woman  by  the  name  of 
Tripley  Ann  Tackett  I 

Answer.  I  |io  not  know  that  I  have;  Ldo  not  recollect  that  I  ever  heard  the  name 
before. 

(luesiion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  Mr.  Mcllhenny  being  engaged  in  a  raid  upon  some 
womaO;  in  which  he  lost  his  hat  T 

Anstcer.  I  never  did.  I  do  not  know  him ;  probably  he  resides  in  Winston ;  and  there 
is  a  portion  of  that  county  I  have  very  seldom  been  in. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  in  any  of  the  coun- 
ties to  which  I  called  ydur  attention  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  of  any  school-houses  being  burned  at  all,  except  a  scheol- 
honse  that  was  burned  neac  Brooksville,  and  that  was  last  year. 

Question.  Is  that  the  only  school-house  you  have  heard  of  being  burned  in  any  of  the 
counties  I  have  called  your  attention  to  ? 

Answer,  t  suppose  I  nave  heard  of  others  being  burned,  but  I  could  not  designate  in 
what  county  they  were  said  to  have  been  burned. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  that  they  were  burned  by  men  in  disguise  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did.  I  merely  heard  that  school-houses  had  been  destroyed 
in  some  portions  of  the  country. 

Question.  How  many! 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  as  many  as  seven  being  burned  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  should  say  not  j  but  there  may  have  been  more.  I  have  only 
heard  that  parties  were  burning  school  -houses,  and  perhaps  that  they  bad  been  burned 
in  tiie  county  of  Winston.  I  think  what  little  information  I  have  on  that  subject  related 
to  cases  occurring  in  Winston  County. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  had  burned  three  churches  T 

Answer.  1  never  heard  of  their  burning  a  church. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  of  a  church  being  burned  in  the  county  of  Winston  t 

Answer.  Never. 

Question.  Were  these  school-houses,  the  burning  of  which  you  heard  of,  said  to  be 
school-houses  used  by  colored  people  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know ;  I  presume  they  were  colored  school-houses. 

Question.  You  did  not  hear  that  they  were  burned  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  school-houses  burned  in  your  county,  so  far  as  yoa 
have  heard  1 

Answer,  I  have  never  heard  of  one  school-house  in  our  county  being  burned,  except 
the.one  that  I  referred  to  just  now,  which  was  burned  last  year;  that  was  occupied  « 
a  negro  school.  Nobody  has  ever  found  out  who  did  it ;  but  it  was  thought  :o  be  a 
matter  of  hatred  towards  a  certain  party  who  had  purchased  it  who  was  a  citizen  of 
our  county  and  a  democrat ;  he  had  bought  it,  and  was  going  to  use  it  for  some  por- 
pose — I  have  forgotten  what.  I  think  it  may  be  he  was  going  to  sell  it  to  the  school- 
board,  under  the  new  law,  as  one  of  the  county  school-houses.  It  was  a  veiy  inferior, 
old  building,  worth,  I  suppose,  ^bout  $100. 

Q^estion.I)id  you  hear  that  that  was  burned  by  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  who  burned  it ;  I  do  noi  think  it  was  burned  by  men 
in  disguise ;  but  it  has  never  been  known  who  did  bum  it. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  any  whippings,  in  the  county  of  Winston,  by  per- 
sons in  disguise  f 

Ansu)€r.  1  never  have  heard  of  any  whippings  there  ;  but  they  may  have  occurred. 
I  have  heanl  of  some  disturbances  there  occasionally. 

Question,  I  mean  within  the  last  eight  or  ten  months? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  some  disturbances  in  Winston  County  ;  I  heanl  that  the  citi- 
zens of  that  county  were  very  much  enraged  in  reference  to  this  school  bill.  There 
are  very  few  negroes  in  Winston  ;  that  is  termed  a  *'  poor  man^s  county."  I  believe  the 
whites  have  a  hu'ge  majority  of  the  population. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  United  States  marshal  and  another  man,  about  the 
time  of  these  recent  arrests  in  the  county  of  Winston,  were  stopped  on  the  road  by  men 
with  arms  in  their  hands  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not ;  and  I  do  not  believe  it  occurred,  because  if  it  had  I 
would  have  heard  of  it.    The  troops  had  not  been  molested  up  to  the  time  I  left. 

Question.  I  did  not  say  that  the  troops  were  present ;  I  asked  whether  you  had  heard 
that  the  marshal  and  another  man  had  been  stopped  on  the  road  by  men  who  pre- 
sented arms  7 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  it. 

Question.  You  heard  nothing  of  that  kind  at  all  7 
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An€icer.  Nothing  at  all. 

Questifm,  An  extract  from  a  newspaper  was  read  to  yon  in  reference  to  Mr.  Talia- 
ferro ;  is  that  a  democratic  paper  f 
Answer,  1  think  it  is  a  democratic  paper. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quegtion.  Do  yon  know  the  name  of  it  f 

Anmoer,  I  believe  it  is  the  Selma  Times.  I  never  saw  that  extract  before  to-day.  I 
did  not  bring  it  here.  I  have,  however,  an  extract  in  reference  to  Taliaferro  from  the 
Mercnry',  a  paper  published  in  the  town  of  Meridian,  Mississippi. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Bead  that  extract. 
Answer,  It  is  as  follows : 

"  Macon,  Mississippi,  July  19, 1871. 

"  Friend  Horn  :  In  an  article  in  your  paper  upon  one  Taliaferro  you  call  him  cap- 
tain. He  never  was  a  captain  in  the  confederate  army ;  and  he  never  owned  laud 
enough  in  this  county  to  oury  his  carcass  in.    I  know  him  well ;  and  I  tell  you  he  is 

nothing  more  nor  less  than  a  d d  thief.    He  stole  a  mule  from  our  friend  James 

R ,  of  the  law  firm  of  J.  &  R.,  who,  instead  of  sending  him  to  the  penitentiary, 

let  him  so.  What  a  pity !  Some  time  back  he  went  to  Jackson,  and  there  made  afii- 
davitA  about  Ku-Kluxing,  and  then  fled  to  Baltimore.  From  Baltimore  he  was  brought 
back  by  one  of  United  States  deputy  marshals  and  taken  to  Oxford,  to  practice  his  art  of 
swearing  there  before  a  United  States  circuit  court  grand  jury.  At  this  place  ho  was 
so  completely  disguised  that  those  who  had  known  him  best  failed  to  recognize  him  ; 
but  our  circuit  clerk,  with  his  keen  eyes,  detected  him  through  his  artificialities.  Now 
that  same  infernal  scoundrel  Taliaferro  wants  to  pocket  that  five  thousand  dollar 
reward  that  has  been  promised  by  the  governor  for  catching  and  convicting  a  E.  K. 
From  his  general  character  he  is  unworthy  of  being  believed  on  oath.  You  know  that 
such  men  as  the  Dorses,  the  Hintons,  old  citizens,  could  not  be  guilty  of  the  atrocity  of 
killing  fifteen  negroes  within  the  year  past,  nor  ever,  as  he  has  sworn.  Let  me  tell 
you  that  there  has  not  been  so  many  as  nfteen  negroes  killed  in  this  county  since  the 
surrender,  whijch  can  be  verified  by  the  coroner's  books.     So  put  down  the  celebrated 

Captain  Taliaferro  (or  Toliver)  a  liar,  a  thief,  a  perjured  villain,  a  loafer,  and  d d 

scoundrel  in  general,  and  charge  the  same  to  account  of,  your  friend,  W.^' 

"  James  R ,"  in  this  article,  means  James  Rives ;  and  "  J.  &>  R."  mean  Jarna- 

gan  &.  Rives. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qttesiien,  Is  that  article  from  a  democratic  paper  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qnesiion.  How  long  have  you  known  Mr.  Taliaferro  f 

Jwncer.  For  two  or  three  years ;  I  mean  to  say  I  have  seen  him,  from  time  to  time, 
during  that  period! 

Question,  So  far  as  you  have  heard,  were  these  charges  contained  in  the  article  from 
the  Selma  paper  brought  against  him  before  these  Ku-Klux  arrests  T 

Answert  Charges  about  wnat  t 

Question.  As  to  his  killing  prisoners,  &c,  T 

Answer.  I  never  heard  him  speak  of  that.  I  have  heard  him  make  his  boasts  about 
what  he  did  in  the  army ;  he  made  himself  the  hero  of  several  stories. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  circumstance  charged  upon  him  before  he  was  a  witness 
here? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  any  charge  made  against  him  relative  to  such  mat- 
ters as  that :  I  never  heard  that  matter  discussed. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  of  those  charges  contained  in  that  article  brought 
against  him  before  he  became  a  witness  here  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  because  he  committed  this  theft  before  ho  appeared  here. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  that  before  his  appearance  here  as  a  witness  ? 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  he  was  accused  of  committing  this  theft  in  April  T 

Answer.  That  is  my  recollection ;  I  will  not  undertake  to  be  precise  as  to  the  date ;  I 
believe  it  was  in  March  or  April. 

Question,  You  said  he  left  that  country  in  December  ? 

Answer,  I  said  he  left  the  neighborhood  of  Brooksville  in  December ;  that  I  did  not 
remember  having  seen  him  after  that.  I  reside  on  my  plantation  a  part  of  the  time, 
and  Brooksville,  which  is  the  neighborhood  where  Taliaferro  lived,  is  ten  miles  from 
Macon,  where  I  have  my  place  of  Dusiness.  I  have  not  seen  him  about  Brooksville 
since  January  last.  I  stated  that  I  believed  he  had  gone  in  the  interior  somewhere  to 
stay.    I  believe  it  was  in  March  or  April  that  he  took  that  mule. 

Qutstion.  The  mule  was  said  to  have  been  taken  from  a  member  of  the  bar  t 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  lawyer. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  that  Taliaferro  made  the  matter  all  right  with  him,  and 
that  all  proceedings  were  stopped  ? 

Ansxcer.  I  do  not. 

Question.  You  heard  nothing  of  that  ? 

Answer,  1  heard  nothing  of  that.  I  think  he  ran  away  fix>m  the  county  when  the 
mule  was  found.  He  h^  sold  the  mnle.  I  heard  Mr.  Rives  make  this  statement 
al)cat  it :  That  somebody  told  him  that  Taliaferro  had  ridden  his  mole  down  there  to 
the  livery-stable  and  sold  it ;  Rives  went  and  got  the  mule  from  the  keeper  of  tha 
stable,  who  had  to  give  it  up,  and,  of  course,  lost  the  money  that  he  had  paid  for  it.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  effort  was  made  to  arrest  Taliaferro ;  I  think  the  fellow  ran 
away ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question.  You  do  not  think  he  was  arrested  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  was  arrested ;  I  know  he  went  away. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  whether  a  warrant  was  gotten  out  for  him  at  that  time  T 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  believe  there  was  any  warrant  gotten  out  at  that  time.  As  I  said, 
I  believe  he  ran  away. 

Question.  Yon  say  the  tmderstandins^  is  that  the  persons  recently  carried  to  Oxford 
wsre  arrested  upon  the  testimony  of  Taliaferro,  and  through  his  instrumentality  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  so  understand. 

Question.  All  of  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  1  understood  you  to  say  you  thought  Taliaferro  went  and  volunteered  as  a 
V  itness  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  reward  t 

Answer.  1  said  that  was  mv  belief  about  the  matter. 

Question.  Is  that  the  belief  at  Oxford  f 

Answer.  That  is  the  general  impression  at  Oxford,  and  the  general  impression  at 
home. 

Question.  In  your  county  1 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir.  The  general  belief  is  that  Taliaferro  is  deficient  in  character,  and 
that  he  went  there  for  the  purpose  of  gaining  these  rewards. 

Question.  And  that  he  volunteered  at  Oxford  as  a  witness  against  these  prisoners? 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  in  Jackson  before  the  court,  as  I  learned  through  Mr.  Whit- 
field.   I  think  it  was  in  Jackson  that  Mr,  Whitfield  met  him.  # 

Question.  What  you  have  stated  is  the  general  impression  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  it  is  the  impression  in  that  community  that  he  volunteered  hi^ 
services  to  have  these  parties  arrested. 

Question,  \Miat  means  the  statement  in  the  extract  which  you  brought  with  you  and 
read  just  now 

Ansiver.  I  did  not  bring  it  with  me ;  it  was  handed  to  me  yesterday  by  a  gentleman 
ill  this.  city. 

Qu^tion.  You  brought  it  to  the  committee-room  T 

Ansice)'.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  means  the  statement  in  that  article  that  Taliaferro  was  arrested  by 
a  United  States  marshal  in  Baltimore,  and  taken  back  to  Oxford  t 

Answer.  It  seems  he  was  arrested  by  the  United  States  marshal,  and  brought  back  as 
a  witness. 

Question.  That  could  not  be  so  if  he  volunteered  as  a  witness. 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  about  that. 

Question.  You  said  the  general  impression  was  that  he  had  volunteered  as  a  wit- 
ness? 

Answer.  Well,  we  believe  he  volunteered ;  and  it  may  b©  he  had  this  thing  done  to 
cover  up  his  action  in  the  eyes  of  the  community.  We  do  not  believe  that  Mr.  Wissler 
and  Mr.  Reed  were  arrested  except  as  a  mere  matter  of  form,  to  make  it  appear  that 
they  were  acting  under  a  compulsory  order. 

Question.  Why  did  they  want  it  to  appear  that  they  were  acting  under  a  compalsory 
order  ? 

Answer.  I  suppose  they,  did  not  want  to  appear  to  do  willingly  what  thoy  thoogbt 
would  be  so  repulsive  to  the  people. 

Question.  They  did  it  because  they  were  afraid  of  the  people  there  if  they  testified 
without  being  arrested  ? 

Answer,  They  were  officers  of  the  people,  and  they  wanted  to  continue  in  the  favo." 
of  as  many  of  them  as  they  were  in  favor  with. 

Question.  Would  it  be  repulsive  to  the  people  there  for  any  mdn  to  volunteer  to  give 
evidence  against  persons  guilty  of  violations  of  the  criminal  law  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  it  would  not  be ;  and  every  one  of  these  persons  arrested  would,  io 
my  judgment,  have  -gone  with  a  one-armed  sherifi'  to  the  place  where  they  were  required 
to  answer. 

Question.  Why  then  were  those  men  afraid  to  have  it  understood  among  the  people 
that  they  volunteered  to  give  testimony  in  these  Ku-Klux  cases  ? 
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Anmeer,  Because  they  were  going  into  the  country  to  bunt  np  the  parties. 

Qutttion.  Bat  Taliaferro  did  not  go  to  hunt  them  up  t 

AuBvcer.  No,  sir.  Taliaferro,  you  see,  was  behind  the  scenes.  Roberts,  the  clerk,  says 
that  he  saw  him  in  disguise  at  Oxford. 

Queation,  Where  did  Mr.  Roberts  state  that  T 

Answer.  In  Macon. 

QuesiUm.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Taliaferro,  or  either  of  the  other  two  witnesses  who 
are  said  to  have  been  arrested,  had  no  fear  of  the  KuKlux  if  they  testified  against 
themf 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  about  that.  I  would  not  be  surprised  if  a  man  would  feel  some 
apprehensions  in  going  into  an  interior  country  along  with  the  United  States  troops  to 
pick  up  men  and  take  them  from  their  homes.  They  might  have  felt  some  apprehen- 
sion on  that  ground. 

Question,  lou  say  that  you  understand  that  since  yon  have  been  here  a  requisition 
has  been  made  upon  the  governor  of  Virginia  for  the  return  of  Mr.  Taliaferro  f 

Answer.  I  have  learned  that  since  I  have  been  here. 

QuesHon.  Upon  the  charge  of  stealing  the  mule  T 

Answer.  Upon  the  charge  of  this  theft,  the  circumstances  of  which  I  have  stated. 

Question.  That  Mr.TaliMerro  was  in  Oxford  as  a  witness  a  few  weeks  ago  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  effort  being  made  there  to  arrest  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  As  I  stated  before,  it  was  not  generally  known  that  he  was  there. 
Parties  from  the  county  did  not  see  him  ;  and  a  great  many  persons  did  not  believe  he 
was  there.    But  one  man  saw  him  there,  and  he  recognized  him  in  spite  of  a  disguise. 

Question.  Had  yon  ever  heard  of  any  movements  by  the  authorities  against  Mr.  Tal- 
iaferro in  respect  to  this  mule  business  until  he  became  a  witness  in  these  cases  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  All  the  information  I  have  about  it  is  from  this  paper.  I  do  not 
know  whether  he  has  been  remanded. 

Question.  Is  not  Mr.  Wissler  a  magistrate  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  He  is. 

Question.  Did  you  say  he  was  a  deputy  United  States  marshal  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  said  that  Reed  was  a  deputy  United  States  marshal.  Reed  and 
Wissler  were  the  two  parties  who  went  out  with  the  United  Staines  troops  from  Macon. 

Question.  What  Reed  was  that  f 

Answer.  That  was  Reed  the  United  States  assessor  of  internal  revenue.  I  under- 
stand that  he  has  been  appointed  either  temporarily  or  permanently  deputy  United 
States  marshal,  to  serve  writs,  ^e^c,  in  that  county. 

Question.  You  said  that  Mr.  Wissler  started  to  Washington  f 

Answer.  That  is  what  was  said  at  home. 

Question.  And  was  arrested  at  Corinth  on  his  way  here  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Arrested  upon  what  charge  f 

Answer.  Upon  the  charge  of  murder. 

Question.  Uow  long  ago  was  it  said  that  the  murder  occurred  f 

Answer.  About  the  12th  of  July — last  month.  When  I  left  home  the  13th,  the  man 
was  not  dead.    He  died  a  few  days  afterward. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  the  robbing  of  a  man  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  robbed  the  same  man  that  ne  murdered ;  at  least  such  is  the  alle- 
gation ;  and  that  is  the  man's  dying  testimony,  as  it  has  been  reported  to  me. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  who  reported  it  to  you  T 

Answer.  1  have  heard  several  persons  speak  of  it.  I  heard  it  spoken  of  by  a  gentle- 
man from  Corinth  named  Lee.  I  heard  him  mention  it  casually  on  the  railroad  train, 
that  the  man  was  dying  when  he  left  home;  that  was  the  13th  or  14th  of  July. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  these  parties  who  were  arrested  were  arrested 
under  a  warrant  from  the  United  States  commissioner  at  Oxford  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  he  brought  down  a  lot  of  blank  warrants  to  fill  them 
Tip  as  he  thought  proper. 

Question.  You  heard  that  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  that  was  the  belief. 

Question.  Who  stated  thatt 

Answer.  Everybody  in  town  said  so.  Dr.  Bevel  told  me  that  he  believed  this  party 
had  blank  warrants.    He  was  deputy  marshal. 

Question.  Is  Dr.  Bevel  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  a  democrat. 

Question.  When  you  said  that  everybody  in  town  believed  it  you  did  not  mean  to 
say  that  the  colored  people  believed  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  whether  they  believed  it  or  not.  What  I  mean  to 
say  is  that  every  one  who  referred  to  the  matter  at  all  mentioned  that  fact. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  the  fact  referred  to  by  others  than  democrats  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  remember  that  I  did.    I  heard  Major  Smith  say  that  he  objected 
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very  much  to  the  troops  being  there ;  that  he  thought  it  was  very  onneceesaiy ;  tint 
any  arrests  could  have  been  made  without  the  troops.  I  heard  the  sheriff  say  that  he 
could  have  made  all  the  arrests  without  the  assistance  of  any  troops. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  drunken  sergeant  being  in  command  of  those  troops? 

Answer.  I  did  not  see  him  drunk  but  once ;  in  fact,  that  was  the  only  time  I  aw 
him.  Ue  was  then  saying  that  he  came  there  to  make  his  men  behave  themselvee,  &e. 
Several  of  the  soldiers  were  drunk,  and  the  sergeant  on  that  occasion  had  been  drink- 
ing. 

Question.  Two  of  those  troops  were  accused  of  robbing  a  negro  of  $8  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  were  arrested  by  the  mayor  of  the  town  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  upon  the  affidavit  of  the  negro. 

Question.  Who  was  the  mayor  f 
'   Answer.  His  name  is  Charles  B.  A^es ;  he  is  a  repablican. 

Question.  And  the  deputy  marshal  directed  the  release  of  one  of  the  soldiers  f 

Answer.  There  were  two  soldiers  concerned  in  the  affair,  bnt  I  think  only  one  of 
them  robbed  the  man.  The  deputy  marshal  directed  the  release  of  the  man  who  com- 
mitted the  robbery.  He  was  released  and  sent  on  to  Oxford.  He  was  sent  on  that 
night  to  Oxford  with  a  bevy  of  those  prisoners. 

Question.  Has  he  been  indicted  since  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  What  was  that  officer's  name  f 

Answer.  I  think  his  name  is  McMullin  or  McMillen.  He  was  an  officer  sent  down 
«'iere  from  the  court ;  he  was  the  depute  who  had  come  down  with  the  troops. 

Question.  This  McMullin  was  arrested  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  arrested  next  morning. 

Question.  And  held  on  bail  for  his  appearance  at  the  circuit  court  f 

Answer.  He  was  arrested  by  the  city  marshal,  under  a  writ  ^  tbe  mayor,  and 
brought  before  the  mayor  for  trial.    Benising  to  give  bonds,  he  was  placed  in  jaiL 

Question.  Bonds  for  his  appearance  at  the  United  States  circuit  court  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  an  offense  against  the  State  laws ;  he  was  to  appear  at  ih^ 
circuit  court  to  be  held  in  Noxubee  County,  which  is  now  being  held. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  BeedT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qusstion.  Was  he  a  man  of  good  standing  before  he  acted  as  deputy  marshal  ? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  has  as  much  standing  now  as  he  had  then.  Being  deputy 
marshal  never  interfered  with  his  standing.  Reed  is  a  man  who  has  always  been 
under  some  grounds  of  suspicion  there,  though  some  citizens  like  him  very  well.  He 
was  the  party  I  mentioned  as  having  been  tried  for  robbing  the  express.  He  has 
always  been  under  suspicion  in  reference  to  that. 

Question.  Was  he  not  acquitted  of  that  charge  t 

Anstcer.  I  said  that  he  was  relieved  from  it  j  that  he  was  not  convicted. 

Question.  You  say  he  took  a  negro  in  his  parlor,  drank  with  him,  and  told  him  b« 
would  give  him  $500  if  he  would  disclose  who  it  was  that  killed  the  negro  near  Sugar 
Lock. 

Answer.  That  is  what  Mr.  Stanton  Field  told  me  the  negro  said. 

Question.  Mr.  Field  told  you  that  the  negro  told  him  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  never  conversed  with  Reed  or  the  negro  about  it.  I  do  not 
know  the  negro. 

Question.  It  is  your  opinion  that  these  arrests  recently  made  by  the  United  Stat«« 
authorities,  of  persons  alleged  to  have  been  engaged  in  these  Ku-Klux  outrages,  wert 
for  the  purpose  of  influencing  your  elections  in  the  coming  November ;  that  really 
there  was  no  guilt  attaching  to  those  persons ;  that  the  offenses  for  which  they  bav'« 
been  arrested  never  in  reality  occurred  t 

Answe)'.  My  impression  is  this :  I  do  not  believe  that  those  arrests  ever  woald  have 
taken  place  but  lor  the  large  rewards  which  were  offered,  and  for  the  further  purpose 
of  bringing  about  an  effect  upon  the  elections  which  are  to  take  place  this  falL 

Question.  But  if  the  crimes  were  actually  committed  by  the  parties,  they  ought  to 
have  been  arrested,  ought  they  not  T 

Answer.  By  all  means,  if  they  committed  the  crimes ;  but  that  is  the  auction  which 
we  doubt.  A  majority  of  the  people  of  that  country  believe,  as  I  do,  tnat  there  is  no 
organized  band. 

Question.  What  does  it  matter  whether  there  is  an  organized  band  or  not,  if  the  par- 
ties have  committed  the  murders  t 

Answer.  But  it  is  to  be  proved  whether  they  did  commit  them. 

Question.  You  say  that  no  parties  had  been  arrested  by  the  State  anthoritiea,  thongli 
murders  had  been  committed  I 

Answer.  The  State  authorities  had  tried  to  investigate,  but  could  not  find  out  wbo 
committ«Hl  them. 

Question.  They  found  out  nobody  ? 
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AnmKr,  No,  sir ;  there  doubtless  were  murders  <x>tumitted  in  oue  or  t\?o  eases,  as  I 
havo  mentioned,. and  by  disguised  men. 

Question.  Do  vou  say  that  you  think  eveiy  citizen  in  your  county  is  disposed  to  abide 
by  the  law — is  law-abiding  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  say  every  citizen  ;  I  say  the  citizens  generally,  though  I  think  that 
it  might  be  affirmed  of  every  citizen  as  much  as  it  could  in  any  county  in  our  State, 
or  in  any  of  the  States  of  New  England,  ox  anywhere  else.  I  think  that  the  people 
are  exceedingly  anxious  to  comply  with  the  law — ta  build  themselves  up  again,  and  to 
avoid  all  suspicion  of  hatred  toward  the  Government ;  but  they  do  protest  against 
being  ruled  over  by  a  set  of  carpet-biwjgers — by  the  ignorant  creatures  who  are  now 
in  power.  A  remark  was  made  the  other  day  by  some  citizens  of  our  country  that 
they  would  even  be  willing  to  vote  the  republican  ticket  if  that  party  would  put  up 
good  men ;  in  other  words,  if  they  would  discard  the  ignorant  negroes,  for  instance, 
whom  they  have  been  sending  to  the  legislature,  and  put  good  men  thefe.  For  exam- 
ple, there  is  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers.  He  is  highly  respected.  Although  he  is  a 
carpet-bagger,  he  has  never  descended  to  do  those  various  little  matters  of  which  many 
of  the  carpet-baggers  are  guilty. 

Question,  You  think  that  in  the  section  of  country  about  which  we  have  been  speak- 
ings there  are  as  few  persons  who  are  not  law-abiding  as  there  are  in  any  of  the  coun- 
ties of  Mississippi,  or  even  in  the  New  England  States  T 

Ansicer.  1  do  think  so. 

Question.  You  think  the  country  there  is  as  quiet  and  orderly  and  law-abiding 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  say  it  is  as  quiet ;  but  I  say  that  I  believe  the  white  citi- 
zens of  that  country  are  as  law-abiding,  as  anxious  to  preserve  peace  and  order,  and 
do,  so  far  as  they  are  concerned,  observe  it  as  well  as  the  citizens  in  any  other  por- 
tion of  the  United  States. 

Question.  Do  you  apply  that  remark  to  the  county  of  Winston  as  well  as  the  county 
in  which  you  reside  T 

Anewer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  so  much  about  the  county  of  Winston  ;  I  would  not  say 
it  as  strongly  about  Winston  as  in  respect  to  my  own  county,  for  two  or  three  rejksons. 
In  the  first  place,  it  is  not  so  intelligent  a  county  as  a  mass ;  and,  in  the  second  place, 
it  has  not  so  large  an  amount  of  property. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  taxes  of  your  county  being  ^90,000  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  think  that  is  the  amount  of  the  assessment.  I  do  not  know  that 
I  stat-ed  the  rate  of  tax  altogether  correctly,  but  I  know  that  I  stated  the  amount  cor- 
rectly— that  it  is  about  $89,000 — in  round  numbers  ^90,000. 

Question,  Do  yon  thimk  that  that  is  four  per  cent,  on  the  value  of  the  property  in  the 
county  t 

Answer.  I  think  that  the  tases  are  fully  four  per  cent,  upon  the  lands,  the  mules,  &c., 
that  are  worked. 

Question.  But  you  stated  that  the  law  required  so  much  percentage  of  tax  upon  this 
and  so  much  on  that,  and  that  all  added  together  amounted  to  about  four  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  State  tax  is  one-half  of  one  per  cent. ;  then  the  county  can  levy  one 
hundred  per  cent,  on  that ;  then  for  special  purposes  the  county  can  levy  not  exceeding 
one-half  of  one  per  cent. ;  then  the  school  tax  comes  in,  and  cau  be  levied  to  the  extent 
of  about  one  and  one-half  per  cent. 

QuesHon.  Has  tax  been  levied  in  the  aggregate  to  the  extent  of  four  per  cent.  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  exactly  the  estimate  of  the  value  of  property  in  our  county. 
The  assessment  is  about  $90,000 ;  and  1  know  one  thing  very  well,  that  the  taxes  amount 
to  about  twenty  per  cent,  or  more  upon  the  income  of  the  property-holders.  For  in- 
stance, we  make  about  12,000  bales  of  cotton  in  that  county.  Tne  negroes  get  one-half 
of  it.  I  do  not  mean  that  in  all  cases  that  is  their  specified  share  ;  but,  whatever  the 
arrangement  made,  their  share  comes  out  about  one-half.  For  instance,  I  will  give  my 
negroes  the  choice  of  one-half  the  crop,  they  feeding  themselves,  or  one-quarter  of  the 
crop,  I  feeding  them  and  their  mules.  We  estimate  that  the  support  which  we  thus 
fui'uish  is  equal  to  fully  one-quarter,  so  that  their  share  is  about  one-half.  This  year 
I  -am  renting  my  lands  for  less  than  one-half. 

Question.  Is  there  no  tax  on  merchants  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  some  tax  on  merchants. 

QuotPion.  Is  there  a  tax  on  money  invested  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  tax ;  but  I  do  not  think  there  is  much  money  invested 
for  the  tax  to  be  levied  upon. 

Qiiesiion.  Is  there  a  tax  on  town  property  ?  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  tax  on  the  sale  of  ardent  spirits  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  tax  is  pretty  heavy  upon  that. 

Question.  These  taxes  are  all  embraced  in  the  $90,000  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  wore  reckoning  the  percentage  of  taxation  which  $90,000  amounted 
to,  you  reckoned  as  though  the  whole  of  that  sum  had  to  be  paid  out  of  the  cotton 
crop? 
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Ansvoer.  Well,  I  think  the  "whol^of  the  |90,000  does  ultimately  come  out  of  the  cot« 
ton  crop,  because  that  is  the  only  moneyed  crop  we  have  in  the  country.  What  I  mean 
iS;  that  the  cotton  crop  sustains  the  whole  community. 

Questian.  Does  the  cotton  crop  sustain  the  tax  on  whisky  T 

Answer.  What  I  mean  is,  that  if  the  income  of  the  cotton  is  a  million  of  dollars,  all 
that  money  coming  into  the  country  comes  from  optton ;  though  a  |)ortion  of  it  maybe 
gotten  by  the  whisky-men,  it  comes  ultimately  from  dotton.  The  tax  on  cotton,  hSow- 
ever,  is  very  much  lighter  thau  it  was.  You  know  we  paid,  until  recently,  a  tax  to  the 
United  States  Government. 

Questian,  You  do  not  now  pay  any  Government  tax  on  cotton  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  do  not  pay  a  tax  to  the  Government  of  the  United  States,  bat  do  yon 
not  pay  a  tax  on  cotton  to  the  State  government  ? 

Anstcer,  We  do  not  now;  we  did  last  year.  There  is  no  tax  now  upon  cotton 
directly. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  I  suppose  some  persons  have  money  invested  in  United  States  bonds  &nd 
otherwise! 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  x>eople  are  very  poor,  so  far  as  money  is  concerned ;  they  have 
none  to  invest )  they  have  lost  pretty  much  all  that  they  did  invest  in  working  phm- 
t>atious. 

Question.  This  $90,000  is  a  tax  levied  for  two  years  ? 

Aiuncer.  O,  no,  sir. 

Qiiestion.  Is  it  the  tax  levied  for  a  single  year  f 

Anmjcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  population  of  your  county  T 

Answer.  We  have  about  four  thousand  two  hundred  negro  voters,  in  round  num- 
bers, and  from  one  thousand  four  hundred  to  one  thousand  five  hundred  white 
voters.  Our  population,  I  suppose,  is  not  less  than  fifteen  thousand  negroes  and  eight 
or  nine  thousand  whites.  That  is  merely  a  rough  estimate.  I  think  the  popolationof 
(he  county  is  about  twenty-five  thousand  in  the  aggregate. 

Question,  You  said  that  you  saw  a  long  list  of  lands  to  be  sold  for  taxes  f 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  meant  advertised  to  be  sold  T 

Anmioer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  did  not  mean  that  they  had  actually  been  sold  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  any  land  being  sold  in  that  county  for  taxes  f 

Answer.  Very  ouen ;  and  a  great  deal  will  be  sold  this  year  for  taxes,  I  am  afraid. 

Question.  Have  you  known  of  an^  sold  within  a  year  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  I  will  explain  that  matter  to  you.  When  taxes  are  due  there  is 
a  certain  period  within  which  they  may  be  paid ;  after  that  period  an  addition  is  made 
to  the  amount  of  taxes  remaining  unpaid  up  to  a  certain  time ;  fifteen  per  cent,  is  added 
in  that  way.  At  the  expiration  of  the  time  for  paying  the  taxes  with  the  percentage 
added,  the  sheriif  makes  up  a  list  of  lands  to  be  sold  within  thirty  days  for  unpaid 
taxes.  That  was  the  list  to  which  I  referred — the  advertisement  ot  cert-ain  pieces  of 
land  to  be  sold  for  taxes. 

Question.  The  land  would  be  sold  subject  to  redemption  f 

Answer.  By  all  means.  It  is  simply  sold  for  the  taxes,  and  is  subject  to  redemptioii 
on  payment  of  the  taxes,  with  ten  per  cent,  or  something  of  that  kind  added. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  has  always  been  your  lawt 

Answer.  Certainly,  that  has  always  been  the  case.  But  there  is  more  propertr 
advertised  now  than  there  has  ever  been  before.  The  difficulty  is  that,  though  wi 
cannot  pay  the  tax  now  due,  we  shall  have  another  tax  to  pay  in  October. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  You  did  not  mean  to  say  that  the  list  you  saw  was  a  list  of  lands  sold ;  i( 
was  merely  a  list  of  lands  to  bo  sold  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  reckon  they  are  sold  about  now. 

Question.  In  case  the  tax  was  not  paid? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  owners  had  a  ri^ht  to  go  and  redeem  the  lands  before  the  dar 
of  sale,  by  paying  fifteen  per  cent,  additional ;  and  after  the  sale  they  can  redeem  th* 
property  from  tlie  purchaser,  within  a  certain  period,  by  paying  him  a  profit  on  his 
money. 

Question.  That  is  ten  per  cent,  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
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Quettion.  Ten  per  cent,  additional  on  the  toxf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ten  per  cent,  on  the  amonnt  of  the  purchase-money.  Snppose  my 
lands  are  put  up  and  sold,  and  you  bnv  them ;  if  I  redeem  them  within  a  specified  time 
you  are  entitled  to  ten  per  cent,  on  whatever  you  paid. 

QueatioH.  But  the  sheriff  can  sell  no  more  land  than  enough  to  pay  the  tax? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I^  for  instance,  I  own  a  thousand  acres  of  land  on  which  taxes  are 
unpaid,  one-eighth  of  it,  perhaps,  may  bring  enough  to  pay  the  tax.  By  that  sale  the 
tax  on  my  property  is  paid,  and  the  eighth  that  is  sold  belongs  to  the  pisfchaser,  sub- 
ject to  redemption. 

Question,  Then  the  ten  per  cent,  additional  paid  to  redeem  the  land  is  only  ten  per 
cent,  on  the  amount  of  the  tax?  » 

Anstcer.  That  is  all.  Whenever  a  man  bids  to  the  extent  of  the  tax  the  land  is 
knocked  down  to  him. 

Question,  What  was  the  remark  yoa  made  about  Mc^or  Holman  1 

Answer,  I  merely  remarked  that  he  had  been  a  member  of  Sheridan's  staff;  that  he 
is  now  a  citizen  of  our  county,  and  is  very  much  liked — is  highly  respected  and 
esteemed. 

Question.  Is  he  a  democrat  1 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  know  that  he  is,  and  I  do  not  know  that  he  is  a  republican. 
I  do  not  think  he  has  ever  interfered  in  politics  in  any  way. 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  whipping  of  a  negro  woman  at  Mr.  Hin ton's  place,  and 
yoQ  said  it  was  rather  a  jest  or  a  frolic  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  remark  that  it  was  a  lest  or  a  frolic.  I  said  that  some  parties,  I 
understood,  had  gone  in  disguise  after  this  old  bachelor,  and  had  struck  this  woman 
two  or  three  licks,  perhaps,  (1  beard  that  it  was  really  not  a  whipping ;  that  was  the 
impression  in  the  neighborhood,)  and  that  they  merely  told  Hinton  that  if  he  d^d  not 
quit  living  in  that  way  with  the  woman  they  would  come  after  him.  I  suppose  that 
it  was  a  mere  matter  of  neighborhood  acHustment.  It  may  have  been  a  sort  of  a  little 
frolic  with  some  of  the  parties.  I  have  known  such  things  to  be  done  in  the  days  of 
slavery.  In  many  instances  where  parties  have  been  living  in  that  way,  in  inter- 
course with  women,  the  connection  has  been  broken  up. 

:  Question,  In  your  testimony  in  regard  to  Mr.  Taliaferro  as  not  being  worthy  of  belief 
you  referred  to  Mr.  Dismukes  as  not  being  a  prosecuting  ofiQcer.  Was  he  not  a  United 
States  commissioner  T 

Answer.  I  stated  that  he  was  a  United  States  commissioner  to  administer  oaths.  The 
question  was  put  to  me  whether  he  was  the  prosecuting  attorney^  and  I  said,  ^^No." 

Question.  I  will  read  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Taliaferro  on  this  point : 

'*  Question,  Is  there  a  prosecuting  officer  for  your  county  T 

^*  Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

"  Question,  Who  is  he  t 

*' Answer,  Mr.  Dismukes. 

"  Question.  By  whom  was  he  appointed  t 

**  Answer.  By  Governor  Alcorn. 

'^  Question.  Is  he  a  republican  t 

'^Answer,  Well,  it  is  hard  to  tell  what  he  is. 

"  Question,  Does  he  call  himself  a  republican  t 

**  Answer.  He  does  now,  I  think." 

Answer,  He  has  never  been  prosecuting  attorney.  He  never  has  received  any  ap- 
pointment from  Alcorn  for  that  county. 

,  Question,  You  still  assume  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  said  that  Dismukes  was  the  prosecuting 
attorney.  He  does  not  say  that ;  he  says  that  Mr.  Dismukes  was  the  "  prosecuting 
officer.''    Is  Mr.  Dismukes  an  attorney  at  all  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  he  has  never  been  a  prosecuting  officer  of  any  sort. 

Question,  Has  Dismukes  the  right  to  issue  warrants  against  men  charged  with  these 
Eu-Rlux  offenses  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  think  not.  I  think  the  duties  of  his  office  extend  only  to  the 
administering  of  oaths  in  United  States  court  matters.  The  only  time  I  ever  saw  him 
acting  officially  was  when  they  were  taking  some  affidavits  in  some  cotton  claims. 
The  depositions  were  taken  before  him. 

Question,  Did  he  ever  appear  as  a  prosecutor  in  any  of  those  Ku-Elux  cases  f 

Anstcer,  Never.  We  have  never  nad  any  Eu-Klux  cases  up  there ;  we  have  never 
tried  anybody  for  Ku-Kluxism. 

Question.  There  were  no  warrants  issued  by  him  t 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question.  He  is  nothing,  then,  but  a  United  States  commissioner  t 

Answer.  Nothing  but  a  United  States  commissioner  and  an  attorney.  He  has  a  pretty 
extensive  practice  there.  He  is  a  democrat.  There  is  another  point  in  which  I  might 
correct  Mr.  Taliaferro's  testimony.  In  one  of  the  extracts  which  General  Blair  read 
to  me,  Taliaferro  says  there  was  a  public  road  by  his  house.  That  is  a  small  matt^, 
but  he  is  mistaken  on  that  point. 
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Question.  Did  yon  mean  to  state  that  you  know  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  Tras  not  snra- 
moued  to  appear  at  Qxford  t 

Jnstcer.  No,  sir,  I  did  not  say  so.  I  expect  he  was  summoned ;  but  I  stated  that  I 
believed  he  volunteered  his  services  to  go  there. 

Question,  That  he  went  thei*e  of  his  own  accord  t 

An»u>er.  After  he  was  summoned  it  could  not  be  said  perhaps  that  he  went  there  of 
his  own  accord ;  but  the  idea  I  intended  to  convey  was  that  he  gave  sufficient  infor- 
mation to  get  himself  summoned ;  that  was  the  belief)  that  he  went  there  a  willing 
witness. 

Question,  Why  do  you  think  so  t 

Answer,  Because  I  think  he  wanted  to  bring  up  testimony  ibr  the  purpose  of  making 
money  out  of  the  cases. 

Question.  Have  you  any  evidence  of  that  t 

Answer.  None,  except  that  I  believe  he  is  scoundrel  enough  to  do  it.  I  believe  be  is 
a  bad  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  mean  he  wanted  to  get  some  of  the  reward  which  had  been  offered  T 
Answer.  That  is  what  he  was  after.    It  is  my  firm  belief  that  he  and  Wissler  and 
Reed  are  all  mixed  up  together  for  the  purpose  of  working  this  thing  up  into  testi- 
mony  to  convict  parties  in  order  to  recover  $5,000,  or  whatever  else  they  may  get. 
That  is  my  impression. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  think  there  was  no  necessity  whatever  in  that  section  of  the  countiT 
for  the  making  of  those  arrests  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  believe  there  was  any  necessity  for  the  arrest  of  those  parties.  I 
do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  belonged  to  the  Ku-Klux,  but  I  do  not  think  there 
was  any  necessity  for  the  arrests.  There  nad  been  no  recent  disturbances  that  I  recol- 
lect of  in  that  particular  neighborhood. 

Question.  You  think  there  was  no  need  of  the  interference  of  the  civil  authoritiee  of 
the  country  for  the  purpose  of  making  arrests  in  that  section  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  unless  they  could  find  the  parties  who  had  committed  some  of 
the  murders  you  spoke  of. 

Question.  Why  doyou  suppose  that  they  have  not  found  some  of  them  and  carried 
them  to  Oxford  f    Why  do  you  suppose  that  the  men  arrested  are  not  guilty  T 

Answer.  I  will  give  you  my  reason,  and  I  think  it  is  a  substantial  one.  If  a  man,  on 
an  investigation  before  a  United  States  court,  had  appeared  to  be  guilty  of  murder,  he 
would  not  oe  set  at  liberty  without  giving  bonds,  or  on  giving  bonds  in  only  a  small 
amount.  I  have  very  seldom  known  a  murderer  to  be  let  off  on  an  ordinary  bond.  I 
assume  that  if  a  good  case  had  been  made  out  against  any  of  those  parties,  they  woold 
not  have  been  merely  bound  over  to  appear  before  the  United  States  court.  I  mean  to 
say  that  if  the  ^and  jury  had  positively  convicted  Triplet,  Doss,  or  any  of  those 
parties,  of  committing  any  of  these  murders,  they  never  would  have  turned  them  loose 
on  a  nominal  bond. 

Question.  Do  you  say  that  these  parties  were  turned  loose  on  nominal  bonds  t 

Ansu^er.  When  I  say  nominal  bonds,  I  mean  that  the  amounts  were  small,  thongfa  the 
bonds  were  |^od. 

Question.  Were  all  of  them  turned  loose  in  that  way  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  Triplet's  case  had  not  been  decided  when  I  left  h<MDe.  I 
think  that  he  was  allowed  to  return  home,  but  I  believe  a  larger  bond  was  required  of 
him  than  of  any  other  man. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  the  amount  of  the  bond  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  your  State  are  parties  indicted  for  murder  allowed  to  go  at  laige  w. 
giving  bail  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  known  bail  to  be  given  in  murder  cases  j  but  the  bonds  were 
in  very  large  amounts. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  known  that  to  be  done  in  the  United  States  courts? 

Ansujer,  I  am  speaking  of  the  circuit  court. 

Question.  I  am  speaking  of  the  United  States  court  where  these  parties  are  indicted. 
Have  you  ever  known  a  man  indicted  for  murder  in  the  United  States  court  to  be  let 
out  on  bail  f 

Answer.  1  never  have. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  that  these  men  were  indicted  for  murder  f 
Answer.  I  do  not  know  that.    Hence  I  say  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  the  ant8t&. 
The  parties  wore  carried  up  there  to  be  tried  as  Ku-Klux. 
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By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear,  before  this  affair,  of  any  man  being  indicted  for  mnrder 
in  the  United  States  conrt  f 

Awwer,  No,  sir ;  such  oases  are  generally  tried  in  oar  circuit  court.  All  these  parties 
came  back  in  great  glee ;  said  that  they  had  been  put  under  bonds  to  appear  at  court, 
and  they  were  going  back  to  answer.  When  arrested  they  went  very  willingly ;  that 
is,  they  did  not  require  any  force  to  make  them  go ;  they  went  on  very  good  terms  with 
the  soldiers.  There  was  no  bitterness  and  no  apprehension  on  their  part  or  on  the  part 
of  the  soldiers. 

Question.  Do  you  know  more  than  one  Madison  Brooks  in  your  county  t 

Answer,  There  is  none  in  my  county. 

Question,  Do  you  know  more  than  one  Madison  Brooks  anywhere  in  that  country  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  There  is  but  one  Madison  Brooks  in  that  country.  He  is  a  brother- 
in-law  of  mine — a  very  large  manufacturer.  He  has  a  cotton  mill  which  cost  him  more 
than  $200,000,  and  is  attending  to  that. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  Mr.  Taliaferro  referred  to  that  man  when  he  spoke 
of  Madison  Brooks  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whom  else  he  could  have  referred  to.  He  mentions  two  or 
three  other  persons  named  Brooks — all  of  that  name  that  I  can  think  of.  He  mentions 
Hardin|^  Brooks,  a  nephew  of  Madison  Brooks. 

Questton.  Mr.  Taliarerro  said  there  were  no  free  schools  before  the  passage  of  the 
recent  bill ;  I  did  not  understand  him  to  say  that  there  had  been  no  free  schools  up  to 
the  time  when  he  was  testifving.  Is  it  a  fact  that  there  were  no  free  schools  in  that 
county  before  the  passage  of  the  recent  bill  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir;  we  had  free  schools  there  under  the  old  sixteenth  section  act. 
Every  sixteenth  section  of  land  in  the  State  was  granted  by  the  United  States  for  free 
schools.    Those  schools  have  not  been  reestablished  since  the  war,  either  for  white  or 
black. 
.   Question.  Then  really  there  were  no  free  schools  i 

Answer.  There  were  no  free  schools  until  the  present  bill  went  into  operation.  Every 
plantation,  however,  of  any  magnitude  had  schools. 

Question.  They  were  not  free  schools  f 

Answer,  We  had  no  free  schools. 

Question,  Then  Taliaferro  was  correct  when  he  said  there  had  been  no  free  schools 
there  until  the  passage  of  that  bill  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  the  planters  who  established  schools  upon  their  places  charge  the 
negroes  with  the  expense  of  maintaining  those  schools  f 

Answer,  They  would  say  to  a  teacher,  "  Come  here  upon  my  plantation,  and  these 
ncCToes  will  pay  you  so  much  a  month  for  teaching  them.^'  The  customary  charge  was 
haSf  a  dollar  a  month  for  night  scholars  and  a  dollar  a  month  for  day  scholars.  The 
planters  would  generally  say  to  the  teacher,  "  We  will  see  that  you  are  paid ;  **  but  the 
negro  in  the  first  instance  was  the  party  who  was  to  pay  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  ; 

Question,  You  had  no  free-school  system  t 
Answer,  No  free-school  system. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  You  paid  the  teacher  out  of  the  wages  of  the  negroes  working  on  your 
plantation  f 

Answer,  1  ought  to  have  done  it,  but  at  the  end  of  the  year  they  owed  me  a  great 
deal  more  than  Hhe  amount  that  the  schooling  cost. 

Question,  But  that  was  the  bargain  t 

Answer,  Yes ;  that  was  the  bargain.  I  did  not  propose  to  educate  their  children  for 
them  without  charge. 

Question.  And  when  you  told  the  teacher  that  you  would  see  him  paid  you  meant 
that  you  would  see  him  paid  out  of  the  negroes'  wages  f 

Answer,  I  went  their  security. 

QuesUon,  Then  that  was  not  a  free  school  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  .  There  was  no  free-school  system  in  the  country,  because  there  was 
no  law  providing  for  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

• 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  had  heard  of  whippings  and  similar  out- 
rages committed  by  disguised  men  in  your  portion  of  the  State,  but  that  you  did  not 
thmk  any  organization  existed  T 

Anstcer,  That  is  what  I  stated. 
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Question,  1  think  yon  mentioned  at  first  that  yon  did  not  think  there  was  a  Stat6 
organization  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  think  there  is  any,  either  State  or  county,  or  any  other ;  I  mean 
that  there  is  no  system  of  organization. 

Question,  No  communication  from  one  county  to  another  f 

Answer.  What  I  mean  is  that  one  neighborhood  has  no  arrangement  for  assistance 
and  cooperation  with  another  neighborhood,  and  all  that  sort  of  thing,  either  as  to 
neighborhoods,  counties,  or  States. 

Question,  The  prisoner  whom  Mr.  Bridges  was  holding  was,  you  state,  confined  by 
him  in  a  cabin  t 

Answer,  In  a  cabin  near  his  house. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  what  distance  the  cabin  was  from  the  house  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  that  particular  cabin  had  been  used  as  a  school- 
house  t 

Answer,  I  never  did.  I  do  not  even  know  that  there  ever  was  a  school  upon  his 
premises. 

Question.  If  it  had  been  so  nsed,  it  would  probably  have  been  some  little  distance 
from  his  house  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  would  have  been  some  little  distance.  The  impression  made 
upon  my  mind  was  that  it  was  right  adjacent  to  his  house — right  up  at  it. 

QuesUon,  Somewhere  in  the  yara  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  the  day  of  the  week  upon  which  these  colored  men  came 
to  Bridges'  house  with  their  arms  t 

Ansujcr.  1  do  not  remember  tb^  day  of  the  week. 

Question,  Was  it  not  Sunday  night  t 

Answer,  I  cannot  tell  you ;  I  do  not  remember  what  day  it  was. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  during  the  day  these  colored  mep  had  been  out  in  the 
neighborhood  searching  the  swamps,  &c..  along  the  river  trying  to  find  what  had  be- 
come of  that  prisoner,  and  that  they  had  taken  their  guns  as  they  were  traveliag 
through  the  woods  and  similar  places  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that :  the  only  thing  I  heard  about  their  trying  to 
hunt  the  negro,  was  when  the  body  of  the  negro  alleged  to  have  been  drowned  ttom 
a  steamboat  was  found. 

Qttestion,  For  what  were  those  negroes  who  came  up  to  Bridges*  house  indicted  T 

Answer,  I  do  not  remember ;  the^  were  indicted  perhaps  for  assault  and  battery. 

Question.  Was  that  the  charge,  or  was  it  inciting  a  riot  f 

Answer.  1  think  the  charge  was  assault  and  battery  upon  an  officer. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  it  mmored  through  the  neigborhood  that  a  good  many  of 
those  colored  men  had  been  out  looking  round  to  find  this  prisoner  who  was  alleged  to 
have  escaped  f 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  it. 

Question,  You  said  that  arrests  were  made  for  political  effect  t 

Answer,  I  said  that  was  my  impi-ession. 

Question,  To  what  arrests  had  you  reference  1 

Answer,  1  referred  to  the  arrest  of  those  parties  who  were  carried  to  Oxford  as  Ku- 
Klux ;  I  said  I  believed  those  arrests  were  for  a  two-fold  purpose :  first,  to  gain  the  re- 
wards I  and  secondly,  to  help  create  political  excitement  and  prejudice  in  »vor  of  the 
republican  P&i^y* 

Question.  The  political  advantage,  then,  to  be  derived  was  supposed  to  be  in  favor  of 
the  republican  party  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  number  of  republican  voters  have  you  in  your  county  t 

Anstcer,  About  four  thonsand  two  hundred,  I  think. 

Questioh,  How  many  democratic  voters  t 

Answer,  One  thousand  four  hundred ;  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  say  that  they  are 
democrats,  but  I  know  they  always  vote  with  the  Loyal  League. 

Question.  You  have  nearly  three  republican  votes  to  every  democratic  vote  T 

Answer.  Nearly  three. 

Questum.  Under  those  circumstances  what  possible  advantage  could  the  republican 
party  derive  from  any  political  excitement  manufactured  in  the  manner  stated.  With 
a  majority  of  three  to  one,  what  necessity  was  there  for  the  republican  party  to  resort 
to  any  such  thing  f 

Ansujer.  I  think  I  can  answer  that.  The  advantage  to  be  derived  was  this :  just  before 
every  election  we  have  had,  especially  in  those  coimties  with  large  negro  populations^ 
troubles  and  annoyances.  We  have  had  much  more  trouble  in  the  largo  negro  counties 
than  we  have  had  in  those  counties  where  the  white  vote  predominates.  The  reason  of 
such  a  thing  in  our  county  was  to  prevent  the  one  thousand  four  hundred  democrats 
from  influencing  the  negroes,  and  to  organize  the  negroes  to  vote  as  a  solid  body  the 
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repablican  ticket.  The  republicans  are  afraid  of  tlie  influence  of  the  democrats  upon 
the  neeroes ;  a  great  many  of  the  negroes,  if  let  alone,  would  vote  the  democratic 
ticket :  1  am  satisfied  of  that ;  but  thev  are  bound  up  in  their  Leagues  These  things  are 
started — public  speakings,  &c.,  are  held — to  create  an  excitement  in  order  to  organ- 
ize the  negroes.  1  believe  that,  if  we  had  a  straight-oui,  flat-footed,  square-toed  can- 
vass upon  the'merits  of  the  two  parties,  a  great  many  of  the  negroes  would  go  to  the 
polls  and  vote  the  democratic  ticket. 

Question,  But  how  would  the  fact  of  the  marshal  making  arrests  of  parties  charged 
with  whipping  or  otherwise  mistreating  some  of  the  colored  people,  prevent  the  coiored 
men  from  voting  the  democratic  ticket  T 

Anstcer.  I  will  tell  you  the  truth  in  respect  to  that.  Upon  my  plantation  the  negroes 
I  believe  have  as  much  confidence  in  me  as  they  have  in  any  southern  white  man ;  I 
have  a  great  many  of  my  old  slaves  still  with  me 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  the  confidence  of  the  negroes  in  you,  do  you  mean  the 
confidence  that  they  have  in  vou  in  all  matters  of  business  or  private  transaetions^  or 
do  ^ou  speak  of  confidence  wnich  they  give  you  as  to  your  political  belief  and  political 
pohcyt 

Anstcer,  They  have  great  confidence  in  me.  But  if  I  were  to  tell  any  negro  on  my 
place  to  do  anything  in  reference  to  any  matter  of  policy,  and  if  a  man  were  to  come 
along  with  a  blue  coat  on,  though  he  might  be  a  mere  vagrant  in  the  country,  the  negro 
would  believe  him  quicker  than  he  would  me ;  and  he  would  do  so  under  the  teachings 
of  the  Loyal  League.  The  negro  down  there  is  taught  that  if  he  ever  votes  the  dem- 
ocratic ticket  he  will  be  put  back  in  slavery.  He  is  furthermore  taught  that  he  must 
never  make  a  friend  of  the  white  man. 

Question,  Taught  by  whom  f 

Answer,  By  those  carpet-baggers  who  come  into  that  country. 

Question.  Do  they  make  the  negroes  believe  that  t 

Anstcer,  They  do  make  them  believe  it. 

Question,  Then  where  is  the  confidence  that  you  said  your  negroes  have  in  you  f 

Answer.  I  said  they  have  great  confidence  in  me ;  but  whenever  those  influences  are 
brought  to  bear  they  always  go  that  way. 

Question.  Then  they  have  not  confidence  in  your  political  views  and  political  policy  ? 

Answer,  O,  no,  sir;  the  Yankee  carpet-bagger  has  much  more  of  their  confidence  in 
that  respect  than  I  have.  If  the  negro  wants  a  favor  done,  if  he  is  in  any  situation 
where  he  must  rely  upon  the  honesty  of  a  man,  he  wUl  come  to  me  or  others  like  me; 
but  when  it  comes  to  political  questions  the  Yankee  controls  him,  because  the  Yankee 
lias  taught  him  to  believe  that  in  such  matters  he  must  rely  upon  him  and  not  upon  the 
bonthem  man. 

Question^  Do  you  suppose  that  men  of  the  class  you  have  described,  men  without 
character  or  standing  and  having  scarcely  any  personal  acquaintance  with  the  negroes, 
could  come  in  and  produce  this  great  chauge  in  their  minds  unless  there  were  somehow 
involved  in  the  matter  the  personal  and  civil  and  political  riehts  of  the  negro  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  because  they  are  lied  to ;  they  are  told  they  will  be  put  back  into 
slavery  if  the  democratic  partv  gets  into  power. 

Question,  And  they  believe  tno  lie  T 

Ansuper,  Yes,  sir  ;  they  believe  the  lie.    They  are  ignorant  creatures. 

Question,  When  you  were  speaking  of  the  character  of  the  officers  in  your  section  of 
the  State  you  spoke  of  your  circuit  judge  as  a  man  of  good  character  f 

Answer,  He  is  a  personal  friend  of  mine  ;  a  clever  and  high-toned  gentleman  and  an 
intellectual  lawyer.  He  was  in  former  times  a  member  of  the  Congress  of  the  United 
States.  It  is  not  to  men  of  that  class  that  I  refer.  If  he  were  a  candidate  to-morrow, 
I  would  not  have  the  slightest  objection  to  voting  for  him  ;  and  there  are  hundreds  of 
his  class  that  we  are  debghted  with.  I  would  have  no  particular  objection  to  voting 
for  Governor  Alcorn :  but  I  have  an  objection  to  voting  for  these  interlopers  who  have 
no  interest  in  our  State,  who  come  tnere  merely  to  pocket  the  emoluments  of  office 
and  to  prejudice  the  minds  of  the  negroes. 

Question,  Have  you  a  large  number  of  that  class  in  your  State  f 

Answer.  We  have  a  good  many ;  we  have  four  or  five  in  our  county  that  exercise  con- 
trol in  that  way. 

Question.  You  were  speaking  in  reference  to  the  relation  of  the  two  races.  In  con- 
nection with  that  point  I  wish  to  ask  you  whether  the  white  people  of  your  county 
are  generally  disposed  to  concede  to  the  negro  the  right  of  voting.  Do  they  heartily 
acqmesce  in  the  exercise  of  that  right  by  the  negro  T 

Answer,  By  all  means ;  we  all  acquiesce  in  it. 

Question.  Are  you  in  favor  of  colored  suffrage  t 

Answer.  We  acquiesce  in  it,  I  believe ;  and  we  do  so  a  little  more  thoroughly  per- 
haps than  some  of  the  republicans  whom  I  have  heard  express  themselves. 

Question.  Then  the  white  people  of  your  section  manifest  no  opposition  to  the 
colored  men's  voting  f 

Answer.  Kever ;  and  the  negroes  have  never  been  forbidden  or  prevented  from  going 
to  the  polls. 
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Question.  If  the  matter  bad  been  loft  to  tbem  wonld  the  Trbite  people  of  your  com- 
munity have  conferred  Buffirage  npon  the  colored  men  T 

AMwer.  I  do  not  believe  they  would  have  conferred  it  themselTes  in  the  commence- 
ment, becanse  we  do  not  think  they  are  in  a  condition  to  be  voters ;  we  do  not  tMnk 
them  sufficiently  intelligent. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qite9H(m,  Do  you  believe  that  suffrage  would  have  been  conferred  upon  the  negroes 
by  the  republicans  if  they  had  not  expected  to  get  their  totes  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  General  Eggleston  himself,  who  was  the  carpet-bag  governor  of  oar 
State,  was  conversing  with  me  one  day,  when  I  pointed  out  to  him  a  negro  passing  by« 
who  represented  in  the  legislature  the  intelligent  county  of  Lowndes,  and  whom  I  bad 
seen  sitting  that  day  in  the  speaker's  chair — a  negro  who  was  once  sold  out  of  jail, 
and  who,  when  I  was  a  merchant,  used  to  be  my  drayman.  I  said  to  Greneral  Eggles- 
ton,  **  General,  I  think  you  are  a  devilish  clever  man  of  your  sort,  and  a  mighty  diever 
man  of  any  sort ;  but,"  said  I,  pointing  to  that  negro,  "  there  is  a  job  that  you  ooght 
to  be  hung  for — the  putting  of  that  man  into  the  senate.  When  you  conferred  npon 
him  the  right  to  vote  you  ought  to  have  stopped."  He  replied,  **  I  agree  with  yon ; 
and  I  will  go  a  little  further,  I  do  not  think  he  ought  ever  to  have  had  the  right  to 
vote."    I  want  it  understood  that  this  remark  of  mine  wa«  jocular. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QueBtion,  Speaking  of  the  disabilities  Imposed  upon  some  of  the  citizens  of  your 
State,  is  it  not  a  fact  that  your  legislature,  in  which  there  is  a  republican  migority, 
memorialized  Congress  to  remove  those  disabilities  from  all  citizens  in  the  State  of 
Mississippi  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  did. 

Question.  And  ^our  Senator,  Mr.  Revels,  presented  the  memorial  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  So  that  both  parties  in  your  State  are  in  favor  of  the  lemoval  of  politicil 
disabilities  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  you  were  speaking  of  taxes,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  the  ^ises 
were  collected  wholly  from  tne  white  x>6ople.  You  meant,  1  suppose,  to  except  from 
that  remark  the  poll-tax  which  the  colored  people  pay  t 

Answer.  I  said,  **  Excepting  the  per  capita  or  poll  tax  of  $2." 

Question.  You  also  spoke  of  some  negroes  in  your  section  owning  quite  large  fums  T 

Answer.  There  are  several  such. 

Question.  I  suppose  that  they  have  property  which  is  not  exempt  by  law  imm  taxa- 
tion, and  upon  this  surplus  thev  pay  tax  f 

Answer.  WeU,  yes,  sir :  but  there  are  only  two  or  three  in  that  county  owning  large 
farms.  A  great  many  of  them  are  renting.  I  am  renting  to  a  negro,  who  runs  120 
acres  of  land. 

Question.  Is  not  the  tax  which  they  pay  as  burdensome  to  them  as  the  tax  which  the 
white  people  pay  is  to  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  because  I  pay  all  the  taxation  upon  the  land  which  I  rent  to  the 
negro ;  I  pay  the  taxation  ux>on  the  moles  that  he  works,  npon  the  hogs  that  he  con- 
sumes in  the  form  of  meat.    He  pays  no  t-ax  except  his  per  capita  tax. 

Question,  Is  not  that  as  large  a  burden  for  him  as  your  tax  is  for  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  by  no  means,  because  he  gets  one-half  the  pYoceeds  of  all  thst  if 
raised  on  the  plantation.    He  pays  his  ^  tax  and  I  pay  my  $300  or  $400. 

Question.  He  pays  tax  on  whatever  he  has  that  is  taxable  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but,  as  a  general  thing,  the  negroes  have  not  got  anything  bat 
themselves  to  pay  tax  on ;  and  they  do  not  even  pay  that  tax.  K  they  did,  it  would 
be  well,  but  they  do  not.    As  I  have  already  said,  there  are  $20,000  of  tax  uncollected. 

Question.  If  the  tax  is  not  paid  it  is  not  the  negro's  &bult  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  often  by  design  upon  Im  part  that  the  tax  is  not  paid.  The 
negro  is  pretty  smart  on  that  point.  A  negro  is  often  registered  under  one  name  while 
he  goes  by  another. 

Question,  And  the  tax  assessor  knows  him  by  his  registered  name  f 

Ansioer.  No^  sir ;  the  tax  collector  does  not  always  get  them  by  their  registered 
names.  For  instance,  on  my  plantation  there  may  be  a  negro  whose  name  is  Sawaey 
Baskerville,  who  is  registered  as  Sawney  Hanson ;  and  when  a  negro  has  been  inqniied 
for  by  a  certain  name,  I  have  heard  them  laugh  and  say,  ^^No,  they  cannot^get  him; 
he  is  not  here." 

Question,  You  referred  to  some  outrages  which  you  had  heard  of;  did  you  ever  hear 
of  some  disguised  men  going  to  the  jail  about  seven  miles  from  Aberdeen  and  releawiig 
a  man  named  Sanders  Flint,  and  his  two  sons  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  one  of  them  was  shot  and  another  whipped  f 
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Angwer,  No,  sir,  I  never  heard  of  that  till  I  was  reading  Just  now  Colonel  Hnggins's 
testimony. 

Qiiestian,  Yon  never  heard  of  Alfred  Whitfield,  a  colored  man,  being  whipped  in  the 
same  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QuesMon,  Who  is  the  member  of  Ck>ngre8s  from  yonr  district  f 

Jnawer.  He  is  named  Barry. 

Question,  Is  he  a  carpet-bagger  T 

Answer,  Yes,  I  snppoee  he  is.  I  do  not  know  him,  and  I  do  not  suppose  that  a  dozen 
voters  in  the  county,  except  the  negroes  and  his  particular  party,  do  Know  him.  I  do 
Aoi  suppose  he  has  ever  been  in  the  district  two  months  altogether.  By  the  way,  he 
made  a  speech  in  Congress,  which  I  was  trying  to  find  yesteraay  in  the  Globe,  but  I 
could  not  find  it;  it  seems  to  have  been  put  in  the  appendix. 

Question,  What  was  that  speech  f 

Anstoes,  In  it  he  referred  in  very  ofifensive  terms  to  the  white  voters  of  his  district, 
and  he  stated  that  his  arm  had  been  paralyzed  by  a  Ku-Klux  ball.  If  that  be  true, 
nobody  in  his  district  has  ever  heard  of  it,  so  far  as  I  know.  I  never  heard  it  men- 
tioned. I  did  hear  that  he  had  a  personal  difficulty  at  Durant  Station,  and  got  shot 
there.  If  he  has  ever  been  Ku-Kluxed  in  our  country  I  have  never  heard  of  it.  In  that 
speech,  after  stating  that  he  had  been  shot  by  the  Ku-Klux,  he  goes  on  to  state  that  the 
citizens  of  that  country  are  no  better  than  the  hounds  that  used  to  help  in  pursuing  the 
slave.  He  knew,  when  he  stated  that,  that  it  was  basely  taUse,  That  is  the  way  titiese 
people  slander  and  malign  us. 

Question.  What  district  is  yours  f 

Answer.  The  third  congressional  district. 

Question,  I  see  that  the  Congressional  Directory  gives  Mr.  Barry  as  a  resident  of 
Columbus  f 

Answer,  I  did  not  know  that  he  resided  in  Columbus.  I  knew  that  he  staid  there  a 
little.  He  has  staid  in  various  places.  I  never  saw  him  more  than  once  or  twice. 
Nobody  seems  to  know  much  about  him.  I  do  not  suppose  he  has  ever  been  inside  of 
half  a  dozen  houses  in  his  district. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool;) 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  was  in  the  Union  Army  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  whether  he  was  a  general  in  the  Union  Army  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  General  of  a  division  t 

Answer.  I  think  he  was  a  brigadier  general.  At  first,  I  believe,  he  was  a  eolonel  of  some 
negro  troops ;  I  think  he  stat^  that  in  his  speech ;  but  I  never  heard  of  General  Barry 
untU  he  came  there  to  run  for  Congress ;  previous  to  that  he  had  never  resided  in  the 
disixict,  to  my  knowledge. 

Question.  Was  he  elected  to  the  State  constitutional  convention  of  1867  f 

Answer,  If  he  was,  he  was  not  elected  from  my  portion  of  the  State. 

Question,  Do  you  remember  his  having  been  in  the  State  senate  of  Mississippi  in 
1868  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  recollect  it ;  I  never  heard  of  him  until  he  was  a  candidate 
for  Confess. 

Questum,  You  say  that  General  Barry  declared  that  the  white  people  in  his  district 
were  no  better  than  the  hounds  that  they  used  to  hunt  slaves  with  T 

Answer.  I  think  that  was  the  declaration  in  his  speech.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
speech. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  language  to  be  a  general  description,  embracing 
all  the  white  people  f 

Ansicer.  Embracing  all  the  white  people  of  that  country. 

Question.  He  did  not  confine  it  to  those  who  had  been  engaged  in  the  Ku-Elux  out- 
rages? 

Answer.  My  recollection  of  the  speech  is  that  he  did  not.  I  should  like  to  see  the 
speech,  and  am  willing  to  stand  corrected  if  I  am  wrong.  I  know  that  the  people  of 
that  district  felt  very  much  insulted  by  such  language ;  tH^y  felt  that  they  had  a  rep- 
resentative in  Congress  who  chose  to  malign  and  slander  a  majority  of  the  people  be- 
caiise  they  did  not  vote  for  him. 

Question,  Did  not  a  majority  of  the  people  vote  for  him  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  suppose  a  majority  of  the  people  did ;  the  negroes  voted  for  him. 

Question.  I  see  it  is  stated  that  when  elected  to  the  Forty-first  Congress  he  obtained 
19,912  votes,  against  7,630  cast  for  the  democratic  candidate  and  1,817  for  a  man  named 
Le  Flore  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    ' 
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Question,  Was  not  Steers  the  democratic  candidate  who  ran  against  Mm  t 

Anncer,  Steers  is  a  Massachusetts  man. 

QuesUan,  Has  he  gone  down  there  since  the  close  of  the  war  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  he  not  a  democrat  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  he  was  a  conservative  repuhlican. 

Question.  Was  he  not  nominated  by  the  democrats  f 

Anstoer.  He  was  nominated  by  the  democrats  and  conservative  republicans;  they 
considered  him  a  pretty  decent  man. 

Queaiion,  By  whom  was  Le  l^lore  nominated  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  ran  on  his  own  hook.  Barry  was  the  nominee  of  the  republican 
party. 

Question.  And  Steers  was  the  nominee  of  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  nominated  by  a  convention,  you  may  say,  of  democrats.  I 
voted  lor  Steers. 

Question.  So  the  democrats  as  well  as  the  republicans  in  that  county  nominated  a 
carpet-bagger  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  do  not  know  General  Barry  personally  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  His  constituency  feel  very  much  aggrieved  that  he  Bhoold  claim 
to  represent  them  and  then  slander  them. 

QuiesUon.  Do  yon  mean  the  negroes  of  his  constituency?  • 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  mean  the  white  people.         ^ 

Question.  White  democrats  f  , 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    We  are  a  portion  of  his  constituents,  I  believe. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  many  white  republicans  are  there  in  your  district  f 
Answer.  I  can  say  as  to  the  couutv  that  there  are  not  a  great  many  white  republi- 
cans ;  I  do  not  think  the  white  republican  voters  in  the  county  would  exceed  twenty; 
I  think  the  number  is  about  ten. 

Question.  There  are  not  enough  of  them  to  hold  the  offices  f 
Answer.  Not  enough  to  hold  the  offices. 

QuestUm.  They  have  to  give  themselves  each  two  or  three  offices  f 
Answer.  Our  State  senator  holds  three,  I  think ;  I  know  that  he  is  circuit  court  clerk 
as  well  as  senator,  and  I  know  that  he  is  clerk  of  the  board  of  supervisors.    Reed  holds 
two  offices. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  any  complaint  as  to  the  manner  in  which  your  State 
senator  and  circuit  clerk  performs  the  duties  of  his  offices  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  an v  particular  complaint. 

Question,  He  discharges  well  the  duties  of  all  the  offices  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  he  does  or  does  not.  I  have  never  heard  any  com- 
plaint, except  that  I  do  recollect  hearing  the  chancellor  sa^  that  the  records  were  badly 
kept,  or  something  of  that  sort.  That  is  the  only  complaint  I  ever  heard.  I  never  go 
about  the  court-house. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  4, 1871. 
HENRY  B.  WHITFIELD  sworn  and  examined. 
By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer,  At  Columbus,  Mississippi. 

Question.  In  what  county  is  Columbus  f 

Answer.  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  there  f 

Answer.  Since  February,  1839. 

Question.  Are  yon  a  native  of  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  was  born  in  the  State  of  Georgia ;  I  have  resided  in  Mississii^ 
since  I  was  three  years  old. 

Question.  Are  yon  a  son  of  Ex-Governor  Whitfield,  of  Mississippi  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  held  any  pnblic  positions  in  the  State  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  at  ])resent  mayor  of  the  city  of  Columbus. . 

Question.  Have  you  been  mixing  with  the  people  of  Lowndes  and  the  acyoiniug  conn- 
ties,  and  have  you  been  engaged  in  business  with  them  so  as  to  know  the  conditioa  of 
affairs  generally  f 
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Answer.  lam  familiar  witL  people  in  my  own  and  the a<ljoining counties,  having  mingled 
'with  them  considerably.  My  position  has  been  such  as  to  bring  me  in  frequent  con- 
tact with  them. 

Question.  What  business  are  you  engaged  in  at  this  time  ? 

Answer,  I  am  an  attorney-at-law,  ancf  am  engaged  in  the  practice  of  the  law,  in 
addition  to  my  official  position  as  mayor  of  the  city. 

Question.  This  committee  is  charged  with  inquiring  into  the  condition  of  affairs  in 
Mississippi  and  other  States,  especially  in  reference  to  th6  safety  of  property  and  Ufe, 
and  the  due  execution  of  the  law.    State  anything  you  know  on  that  subject. 

Answer.  I  consider  that  in  the  counties  in  Eastern  Mississippi  particularly,  and  on 
the  Alabama  line,  and  in  North  Mississippi,  on  the  Tennessee  line,  there  is  consider- 
able insecurity  to  liberty  of  person,  and  in  some  instances  to  life,  unless  a  party 
espouses  certain  opinions. 

Question,  What  opinions  do  you  mean  f 

Answer.  1  mean  that  if  a  white  man,  an  old  citizen  of  the  county,  is  known  to  be  a 
member  of  the  republican  party,  the  people  are  very  intolerant  toward  him  ;  and  if  a 
northern  man  who  has  come  there  is  a  republican  they  are  a  little  worse  toward  him  ; 
and  toward  the  black  people,  unless  they  are  willing  to  vote  as  the  people  there 
desire  them  to  vote,  they  are  very  intolerant. 

Question.  State  the  extent  to  which  this  intolerance  is  carried  with  reference  to  any 
or  all  of  these  classes.  * 

Anstcer.  So  far  as  I  am  personally  concerned,  I  have  lived  there  so  long,  and  the 
people  know  me  so  well,  that  there  has  been  no  particular  proscription  in  regard  to 
myself.  Nobody  has  ever  attempted  anything  toward  me,  or  said  anything  offensive 
about  me,  so  far  as  I  am  aware. 

QuesHon.  The  rule  adopted  by  this  committee  is  different  from  that  practiced  in  courts 
of  law  as  to  the  admission  of  testimony.  You  can  state  here,  not  only  what  you  know 
ufM>n  personal  knowledge,  but  what  you  know  from  others  whom  you  believe  entitled 
to  credit. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  of  my  personal  knowledge  I  know  nothing  on  this  subject ;  but 
from  the  evidence  of  others,  who  I  believe  are  entitled  to  the  greatest  credit,  and,  iu 
fact,  from  a  cloud  of  wituesses,  I  can  stat«  many  things  that  have  occurred  in  the 
country  there  showing  the  insecurity  of  personal  liberty  and  the  expression  of  opinion. 

Question.  Take  first  your  own  county  of  Lowndes,  and  state  the  condition  of  things 
there. 

Answer.  I  will  state  in  the  first  place  that  the  county  of  Lowndes  immediately  adjoins 
the  State  of  Alabama.  It  is  one  of  the  largest  and  wealthiest  counties  in  the  State.  I 
believe  it  is  the  second  largest  in  wealtli  and  population.  The  connty  is  almost 
equally  divided  by  the  Tombigbee  River.  The  eastern  part  of  it  is  a  sandy  country  ; 
the  western  part  a  very  rich  prairie  country.  There  is  a  large  black  population  in  the 
county,  particularly  on  the  western  side  of  the  river ;  on  the  eastern  side,  although 
there  is  considerable  black  population,  the  white  people  rather  preponderate.  Back 
as  far  as  the  year  1868  was  the  first  time  that  we  had  any  indications  there  of  any 
organizations  which  appeared  to  be  for  injproper  purposes — for  the  purpose  of  con- 
trolling opinion  or  making  people  do  as  they  wanted  them  to  do.  Such  organizations . 
then  existed,  being  organized  during  the  campaign  of  1868— at  the  time  of  the  election 
for  the  convention  in  the  State.  During  1869  and  a  part  of  1870,  we  did  not  hear 
of  anything  of  the  kind  to  any  extent  in  Lowndes  Connty.  But  last  Febiiiary  the 
thing  seemed  to  have  broken  loose  again  with  every  indication  of  violence,  and  to  a 
very  outrageous  extent  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county. 

Question.  The  part  of  the  county  bordering  on  the  Alabama  line? 

Answer.  Ye^,  sir;  the  part  bordering  on  the  Alabama  line;  and  then  along  the  line 
of  Monroe  County,  the  county  in  Mississippi  immediately  north  of  us.  I  will  state 
that  the  tirst  outbreak  which  occurred  was  in  the  latter  part  of  February  of  the  pres- 
ent year.  The  victim  was  a  ne^o  named  James  Hicks.  I  saw  him  atter  the  occur- 
rence ;  I  went  out  with  the  superintendent  of  education  to  see  him.  He  had  lived  up 
in  the  neighborhood  of  Caledonia,  which  is  in  the  northeastern  comer  of  the  county. 
It  was  charged  that  while  there  he  had  used  some  improper  lan^age  in  regard  to  some 
white  ladies  of  the  neighborhood ;  and  these  people  determined,  I  suppose,  that  he 
should  suffer  for  it.  He  had  moved  down  some  seven  miles  below  that,  into  another 
neighborhood.  They  fonud  out  where  he  lived,  followed  him  down  there,  and  took 
him  out  one  night.  From  the  best  information  I  could  get.  there  were  from  one  hun- 
dred to  one  hundred  and  twetaty  disguised  men,  who  were  armed  heavily.  They  took 
him  out  into  the  public  road  and  whipped  him.  The  statements  of  the  witnesses 
varied  considerably  as  to  the  amount  of  whipping  he  received.  The  lowest  esttmate 
that  I  heard  was  three  hundred  lashes  ;  some  of  the  black  people  who  were  present 
thought  it  was  as  high  as  one  thousand.  I  have  no  doubt  myself,  from  the  man's 
appearance  two  days  Sterward,  and  from  the  evidence  in  the  case,  that  he  was  very 
severely  beaten.  •  He  was  ordered  to  leave  thft  country  in  ten  days  under  penalty  of 
being  hung.    The  party  then  went  from  this  man's  house  to  one  of  the  public  school-. 
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boQses,  whicb  \^as  about  half  a  mile  distant.  A  gentleman  named  H.  W.  Farmer  Tras 
teaching  the  school  at  that  place.  He  was  an  innocent,  inoffensive  white  man.  The 
board  of  school  directors  of  the  connty,  (of  which  body  I  am  a  member,)  on  Bending 
him  out  to  the  neighborhood,  had  told  him  to  endeavor  to  get  board  with  some  white 
family  in  the  neighborhood,  and  we  gave  him  letters  of  introduction  for  that  purpose. 
We  desired  to  avoid  every  appearance  of  anything  that  would  give  any  cause  tor  sus- 
picion or  complaint.  When,  he  went  out  there  he  applied  to  three  or  four  white  families 
in  the  neighborhood  to  get  board,  but  did  npt  succeed.  He  then  got  a  house  from  aa 
old  black  man  who  lived  near  the  school-house,  and  he  had  his  room,  his  bedding,  aad 
everything  of  thftt  kind  in  this  house  to  himself.  These  black  people  prepared  his 
meals  for  him  and  carried  them  to  the  house  where  he  slept.  This  party  went  to  his 
house  and  called  him  out.  He  came  to  the  door  and  asked  them  what  they  desired. 
They  told  him  they  wanted  to  talk  with  him.  They  said  that  he  had  no  business  ia 
the  country  teaching  free  schools^  that  they  were  going  to  break  them  all  up  ;  that  the 
system  A\;as  a  grand  iiumbug,  an  imposition  upon  the  people,  and  that  they  were  deter- 
mined thei'e  should  be  nothing  of  the  kind  in  that  part  of  the  country.  They  told  him 
they  did  not  intend  that  night  to  do  him  any  harm,  but  that  they  were  coming  back  in 
ten  days,  and  if  he  was  there  at  the  end  of  that  time  he  would  find  himself  danglin;^ 
at  the  end  of  a  rope.  There  was  considerable  excitement  among  the  people  oi  the 
neighborhood.  The  next  day  the  man  came  into  the  town  of  Columbus,  the  county 
seat,  with  a  good  many*of  the  freedmen.  The  circuit  court  was  then  in  session,  Judge 
Jehu  A.  Orr,  a  brother  of  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina,  presiding.  The  town 
papers  published  an  account  of  the  affair,  stating  that  a  Ku-Klux  outrage  bad  been 
committed,  or  that  the  Ku-Klux  had  visited  a  negro  at  a  certain  place,  and  run  off  a 
school-teacher  named  Farmer,  or  something  to  that  effect.  The  grand  jury  came  inte 
court  that  morning  to  adjourn,  having  finished  their  business,  as  they  said.  The  judee, 
however,  called  their  attention  to  this  article  in  the  paper,  and  told  them  that  the 
matter  had  also  been  brought  to  his  attention  by  other  parties,  and  that  he  could  not 
suffer  the  grand  jury  to  adjourn  until  they  had  made  a  thorough  investigation  of  that 
matter ;  that  the  affair  had  occurred  almost  within  hearing  of  the  court;  that  he  was 
determined  to  have  the  law  executed  if  it  could  nossibly  be  done ;  that  they  must 
return  to  their  room,  summon  witnesses,  and  make  a  thorough  investigation  of  the  case. 

Question.  Was  Farmer  in  the  city  at  that  time? 

Anmcer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  in  the  city.  He  had  been  in  the  office  of  the  county  super- 
intendent of  education — he  and  some  colored  people  who  had  come  in.  I  was  present, 
and  heard  Farmer's  statement  in  the  office  of  the  superintendent. 

Question.  Were  any  of  the  persons  there  who  were  present  when  the  negro  was 
whipped! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  grand  jury  returned  to  their  room.  They  did  not  seem  to  like 
at  all  what  the  judge  said  to  them,  as  I  heard  irom  a  member  of  the  grand  jury  who 
was  iu  the  county  superintendent's  office.  They  sent  for  me  to  g^ve  them  the  namee 
of  persons  who  were  present  at  the  time  of  this  whipping,  and  who  knew  all  about  the 
transactions  of  that  night. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Was  there  any  whipping? 

Answer.  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  whipped  the  negro  Hicks  terribly  ;  there  is  no  doubt  about 
that.  They  did  not  whip  Farmer ;  they  only  threatened  him ;  that  occurred  the  same 
night,  and  Very  shortly  afterwards.  I  went  before  the  grand  jury,  and  several  of 
them  wanted  to  know  fi-om  me  if  I  thought  they  could  accomplish  anything  by  an 
investigation.  I  did  not  want  to  answer  the  question  particularly,  because  1  knew  the 
character  of  the  men  who  asked  me,  and  I  thought  that  the  matter  was  one  for  the 
grand  jury  to  determine  for  themselves ;  that  if  they  were  men  disposed  to  do  their 
duty  as  they  had  sworn  to  do,  they  could  determine  that  question  without  advice  Itom 
me.  Finally  I  told  them  that  1  believed  they  could  accomplish  everything  if  they 
could  assure  the  witnesses  that  they  would  be  protected :  but  unless  they  could  do  that. 
I  was  satisfied  that  with  the  state  of  things  existing  there  then  the  witnesses  would 
not  dare  to  testify  to  what  they  knew.  I  then  gave  them  a  list  of  names.  "They  sent 
the  deputy  sheriff'  up.  He  went  up  after  night,  and  came  very  near  lieing  shot.  The 
freedmen  in  the  neighborhood  had  become  pretty  thoroughly  aroused  by  this  ttme,which 
was  the  next  day.  They  had  congregated  in  a  mass ;  they  did  not  know  whether  that 
party  who  committed  the  outrage  were  coming  back,  or  what  was  going  to  be  done. 
In  other  words,  there  was  great  ten*or  and  excitement  ill  the  neighborhoocL  This  man, 
Farmer,  had  gone  back  to  the  neighborhood  by  the  direction  of  the  county  superinten- 
denf,  and  when  the  deputy  sheriff  came  up  Farmer  knew  him,  and  told  the  people  who 
he  was,  and  that  he  had  come  to  summon  witnesses ;  that  the  matter  was  to  be  mvesti- 
gated  thoroughly  by  the  grand  jury.  There  was  a  large  number  of  witnesses  summoned. 
They  came  down  the  next  morning  to  the  county-seat.  I  saw  them,  and  talked  with 
them  on  the  streets,  in  the  county  sun^rintendent's  office,  and  at  the  court-house  gate. 
They  told  me  they  knew  as  many  as  three  of  these  men ;  they  told  me  why  and  dow 
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they  knew  them.  One  man  particularly  was  a  hnmp-baolied  man,  and  tliey  all  knew 
that  he  lived  in  the  neighborhood  above.  They  recognized  other  parties  by  different 
means  of  recognition.  1  told  them,  "  Now,  yon  are  going  to  have  an  opportnnity  to 
Bbow  whether  yon  desire  the  protection  of  the  law — whether  you  are  willing  to  swear 
to  what  you  believe  to  be  true.  If  you  are  satisfied  that  you  know  these  men,  just  tell  the 
grand  jury  exactly  what  you  know  and  how  you  know  it— swear  to  it,  and  stand  by  it, 
and  Judge  Orr,  I  am  satisfied,  wiU  bring  the  power  of  the  law  to  sustain  you."  This 
was  said  to  them  right  at  the  court-house  gate,  when  they  were  goiu^  in.  They  went 
in  before  the  grand  jury.  Some  of  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  told  me  afterwards 
that  when  these  witnesses  got  before  the  grand  jury  and  sa\^  who  were  members  of 
that  jury,  and  knew  the  men  composing  it,  they  would  not  admit  that  they  had  the 
faintest  shadow  of  an  idea  as  to  who  any  of  those  men  were  that  had  been  engaged  in 
the  affair. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  : ) 

Question.  Who  were  the  men  who  frightened  them  before  the  grand  jury  f 

Answer,  They  were  members  of  the  grand  jury  whom  these  men  knew  to  be  exceed- 
ingly strong  or  intense  democrats,  if  nothing  worse ;  and  they  were  afraid  to  testify. 
That  is  what  they  told  me ;  that  they  were  afraid  to  admit  before  the  grand  jury  that 
they  knew  the  parties,  because  they  said  they  wei-e  afraid  they  would  not  get  home 
alive  if  they  testified  to  what  they  knew.    That  was  the  exact  language  that  they  use<l. 

Qaestion.  Were  they  afraid  the  members  of  the  grand  jury  would  tell  it  outside  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  afraid  that  members  of  the  grand  jury  would  tell  it  out- 
side, and  that  they  would  not  get  home  alive,  or,  if  they  did,  that  they  would  not  be 
able  to  stay  in  the  country. 

I  wIU  mention  another  incident  to  show  the  condition  of  the  public  mind  at  that 
time,  and  the  inefficiency  of  the  court  to  administer  the  law  in  the  then  existing  state 
of  feeling.  A  whipping  of  two  men  occurred  in  the  town  of  Columbus  that  very  next 
night,  while  the  court  was  in  session. 

Question,  By  whom  T 

Answer,  That  was  by  disguised  men;  bnt  I  am  satisfied,  from  my  investigations 
through  the  police,  that  it  was  not  any  regular  Ku-Klux  airangemeut.  But  the  men 
were  in  disguise ;  they  had  on  a  sort  of  masks  made  of  thin  cloth.  The  police  went 
down  and  brought  up  a  couple  that  the  party  had  dropped  while  they  were  whipping 
one  of  the  men.  These  two  men  whipped  were  men  who  were  indicted  for  an  attempt 
to  Tob.  Under  the  statutes  of  Mississippi,  an  attempt  to  commit  an  offense  is  punish- 
able just  the  same  as  the  offense  itself.  They  did  not  actually  perpetrate  the  offense, 
but  were  indicted  for  the  attempt  to  rob  a  gentleman  named  Tyler,  a  northern  man, 
residing  in  the  city — an  architect,  and  a  very  clever  gentleman.  The  case  had  caused  a 
good  deal  of  indignation.  I  was  associated  with  several  other  gentlemen  in  defending 
these  men  ;  I  was  employed  as  a  lawyer  for  a  fee.  One  of  the  men,  really  and  technic- 
ally, was  not  guilty^  the  other  was.  But  the  jury  misunderstood  the  charge  of  the 
judi^e,  and  very  foolishly  and  wrongfully  acquitted  them  both.  There  was  so  much 
feeling  about  the  affair,  that  they  were  taken  out  that  night  and  severely  whipped, 
right  lu  the  town.  The  men  who  were  whipped  knew  several  of  the  parties.  They 
"wore  over  their  faces  a  little  covering  of  some  kind  of  dotted  mnslin.  While  they  were 
-whipping  one  of  the  men,  two  of  these  masks  or  coverings  fell  off';  and  both  the  men 
whipped,  as  well  as  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  told  me  next  morning  that  they  knew 
I>errectly  well  two  of  the  parties.  One  was  a  man  who  could  have  been  easily  recog- 
nized. These  two  men  were  sent  before  the  |prand  jury.  The  judge  called  the  jury 
back  the  next  morning,  and  charged  them  in  regard  to  the  matter.  He  manifested 
the  utmost  anxiety  to  have  the  matter  thoroughly  investigated,  and  to  do  his  duty, 
even  under  very  trying  circumstances.  But  iN'hen  those  men  got  before  the  grand 
jnry,  neither  they  nor  the  wife  of  one  of  them,  who  was  also  produced  as  a  witness, 
would  admit  having  any  idea  who  the  parties  were.  This  was  in  consequence  of  the 
Btat^  of  feeling  there.  They  felt  that  they  would  have  been  utterly  unsaK)  if  they  had 
sworn  positively  to  the  men  whom  they  recognized ;  that  their  lives  would  have  been 
in  danger.  This  they  believed  and  so  did  I ;  and  I  believe  it  yet.  I  do  not  say  that 
this  last  whipping  was  by  any  Ku-Klux  organization  or  any  combination.  I  simply 
mention  it  as  showing  the  state  of  feeling  existing  in  the  county.  On  that  occasion 
we  had  as  fair  a  test  as  we  could  have  in  regard  to  the  ability  of  the  court  to  execute 
the  law  in  such  cases.  There  is  a  very  severe  statute  of  Mississippi  in  regard  to  dis- 
guised men  or  Ku-Klux,  and  the  judges  are  required  at  every  term  of  the  court  to  ^ve 
the  matter  in  special  charge  of  the  grand  jury ;  and  all  the  peace  officers  are  required 
to  be  vigilant  and  to  give  notice  of  anything  of  the  kind.  In  this  case,  every  effort 
was  made ;  the  presence  of  witnesses  was  procured,  but  they  would  not  testify,  being 
operated  upon  by  absolute  fear,  in  view  of  the  state  of  amurs  existing  at  that  time. 
The  county  superintendent,  as  well  as  myself  and  others,  tried  to  induce  Farmer  to 
go  back  and  take  charge  of  his  school.  In  order  to  satisfy  ourselves  fully;  the  super- 
mtendent  and  myself  went  out  into  the  neighborhood  and  inquired,  of  both  white 
X>eople  and  black,  to  know  whether  Farmer  had  been  guilty  of  any  improprieties 
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any  way,  or  had  given  any  improper  advice,  or  08ed  any  improper  lanenage  toward 
the  colored  people  of  the  neighlMjrhood,  or  whether  he  had  made  himself  offensive  to 
the  white  people.  We  talked  with  one  of  the  leading  men  of  the  neighborhood — aa 
intelligent  a  man  as  there  is  in  MiBsissippi,  and  a  man  of  as  high  character  as  any 
other. 

Question.  Who  is  he  ? 

Anstcer.  General  Thomas  G.  Blewett,  jr. 

Question.  A  democrat  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  is  a  sort  of  an  independent  man  in  politics.  He  was  an  old 
whig.  He  is  a  very  iutelli&:ent  man,  and  he  is  not  afraid  of  anything  or  anybody ;  be 
expresses  his  opinions  fi-e^ly. 

Question.  Does  he  not  belong  to  cither  partv  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  We  went  to  his  house  and  talked  with  him  a  considerable  time  and 
asked  him  about  this  school  teacher.  He  said  that  Farmer  was  one  of  the  most  quiet, 
inoffensive,  peaceable  men  that  had  ever  been  in  that  neighborhood ;  that,  so  far  from 
doing  harm,  he  had  been  the  means,  he  thought,  of  doing  a  great  deal  of  good ;  that 
the  teacher  who  had  preceded  him  was  a  meddlesome  man,  and  had  given  the  people 
a  good  deal  of  trouble ;  that  ho  had  allowed  the  colored  children  in  passing  to  and 
from  school  to  be  impertinent  and  annoying  to  the  neighbors.  He  said  that  this  man 
Farmer  had  kept  splendid  order.  He  went  on  to  give  some  of  the  jnitiuUce  of  his  dis- 
cipline and  his  manner  of  talking  to  the  children,  telling  them  how  they  should  be- 
have  in  going  to  and  from  school.  He  said  he  regretted  very  much  that  the  matter 
had  occurred,  and  he  wanted  us  to  send  the  man  back  and  to  tell  him  that  he  would 
personally  see  that  he  would  be  protected.  He  said  they  all  knew  that  he  was  not 
atraid  of  them,  and  he  promised  personally  to  see  Farmer  protected.  We  talked  with 
the  black  people.  They  said  the  man  had  never  said  anything  wrong  to  them.  We 
questioned  them  very  closely  and  asked  them  a  good  many  things  in  regard  to  his  talk 
with  them,  his  teaching,  and  everything  of  that  kind.  They  said  he  had  never  said 
anything  improper  to  them.  We  were  satisfied,  therefore,  that  there  could  be  no  caose 
as  regarded  the  people  of  the  neighborhood  for  forcing  the  man  to  abandon  his  school. 
We  tLen  went  back  and  offered  to  provide  Farmer  with  board  and  to  take  care  of  him 
in  every  way  we  could.  But  he  had  been  talking  with  some  people  there  and  had  become 
BO  perfectly  demoralized  and  Eu-Kluxed  and  frightened  to  death  that  we  could  doI 
offer  him  any  inducement  in  the  world  to  keep  h|m.  The  county  superintendent  set- 
tled with  him ;  and  we  could  hardlv  induce  him  to  stay  long  enough  to  have  the 
settlement  made.  He  wanted  to  walK  through  the  country  and  take  the  cars  at  some 
side  station.  He  was  so  perfectly  demoralized  that  he  did  not  want  to  take  the  regu- 
lar passenger  train  which  left  the  town.  The  same  night  that  same  body  of  Kn-Klux 
(I  do  not  know  what  other  name  to  call  them ;  they  were  disguised  men  anyhow ;  it 
is  a  name  we  apply  down  in  that  country  to  all  disguised  men,  at  least  those  of  us  who 
have  never  had  anything  to  do  with  any  organization  of  the  sort ;  not  knowing  any 
technical  name,  we  call  all  disguised  men  Ku-Elux) — ^that  same  night  these  men 
went  to  the  house  of  a  man  named  Perkins ;  I  mean  they  did  this  the  same  night  that 
they  whipped  the  negro  Hicka  and  drove  the  school  teacher  off.  They  went  to  the 
house  of  Alfred  Perkins.  They  were  hunting  for  his  son.  His  son  was  a  young  man 
who  it  had  been  talked  of  through  the  neigborhood  had  been  acting  improperly  with 
his  step-aunt.  They  did  not  find  him  at  his  father's  house ;  they  left  word  K>r  him 
that  he  had  to  leave  the  country,  and  he  was  so  badly  frightened .  that  he  left  very 
soon. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  he  a  white  man  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  The  school  which  had  been  kept  by  Mr.  Farmer  was  broken  up  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  broken  up  completely.    There  has  been  no  school  there  since.    That 
same  night  they  went  after  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Perkins ;  I  forget  his  first  name, 
^herc  was  an  idea  through  the  country  that  he  ha<l  been  stealing  hogs — that  he  was    . 
in  the  habit  of  stealing.    They  went  after  him,  but  they  did  not  find  mm.    He  ran  off 
when  he  found  that  they  were  coming,  and  took  to  the  woods. 

After  that  there  seemed  to  be  gotten  up  a  great  deal  of  feeling  in  that  part  of  the 
country ;  in  fact  £dl  through  the  county,  in  regard  to  the  public  schools.  There  seemed 
to  bo  a  general  concerted  raid  made  by  a  large  body  of  these  disguised  men  or  Ku  Klax. 
They  visited  seven  others  of  our  school  teachers  and  ordered  them  to  stop  teaching.  I 
believe  1  can  state  candidly  that  I  have  no  motive  on  earth  to  say  anything  on  this 
subject  calculated  to  ii\jure  the  people  there.  There  ai'e  many  of  us  in  that  cooutry 
who  are  most  intensely  opposed  to  all  such  illegal  methods  of  pi*oceeding ;  not  only  on 
account  of  their  being  in  gross  violation  of  the  law  and  the  constitution,  and  tending 
to  the  upturning  of  society,  but  we  oppose  them  upon  principles  of  political  economy 
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and  for  other  reasons  that  can  be  urged.  There  could  have  been  nothing  in  the  man- 
a;;ement  of  those  schools  to  induce  such  action .  I  can  i Ilnstrate  this  remark  by  refening 
to  the  schools  in  detail.  I  begin  with  the  schools  in  the  most  northeasterly  part  of  the 
country,  immediately  adjoining  the  Alabama  line.  A  school  was  taught  there  by  a 
man  named  William  B.  Kolb,  an  old  citizen  of  the  country,  who  had  lived  there  ever 
since  I  can  recollect.  He  was  for  a  number  of  years  a  member  of  the  board  of  police 
or  the  board  of  supervisors  of  the  county.  As  a  man  ho  had  the  confidonce  of  every- 
body in  the  community.    He  was  one  of  the  teachers  who  were  ordered  to  quit. 

Question.  Did  he  finally  quit  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  were  all  i^aid  :  and  they  did  not  dare  to  teach  school  after 
receiving  these  warnings.  After  a  time  tne  board  of  school  directors  met  and  passed  a 
resolution  that  if  any  of  the  teachers  desired  to  continue  their  schools  as  pay  schools 
they  could  do  so  and  could  have  the  use  of  the  houses  and  the  school-furniture.  Some 
lew  of  them  resumed  in  that  way ;  but  every  one  of  them  ceased  to  carry  on  his  school 
as  a  public  school.  In  fact,  we  could  offer  them  no  inducement  sufficient  to  make  them 
continue.    They  were  afraid  of  their  lives.    That  was  what  they  said. 

The  next  school  in  that  locality  was  taught  by  a  lady  named  Mrs.  Kennon.  She  is 
the  wife  of  a  very  decrepit  old  man,  and  is  compelled  to  teach  for  a  living.  Her  hus- 
band and  she  are  among  the  oldest  citizens  of  that  county.  She  had  as  an  assistant 
her  step-son,  a  young  man  named  Woodson  H.  Kenoon,  jr.,  a  one-armed  confederate 
soldier,  who  was  formerly  clerk  of  the  probate  coui*t  of  the  county,  having  been  elected 
by  a  ven^  large  m^iority'soon  after  the  close  of  the  war.  He  was  a  young  man  whom 
uobody  knew  anything  against.  A  party  of  men  went  to  the  house  of  these  people  at 
a  very  late  hour  one  night  and  ordered  them  to  stop  their  school  the  very  next  day. 
There  were  only  three  more  days  in  the  week ;  and  I  recollect  distinctly  that  the  young 
naan  and  his  mother  came  in  next  morning  exceedingly  agitated  and  very  much  fright- 
ened, and  told  us  that  they  had  asked  permission  to  teacn  out  the  other  three  days  of 
the  week,  so  as  to  make  it  an  even  month ;  but  the  men  told  them  that  they  should  not 
teach  that  school  another  day  as  a  public  school ;  that  they  were  going  to  break  it  up. 
"We  tried  to  induce  the  old  fady  and  the  young  man  to  go  back  and  teach ;  but  they 
wonld  not  hear  to  anything  of  the  kind.  The  huly  said  her  husband  was  a  very  infirm 
man,  and  she  could  not  contend  against  a  mob ;  she  did  not  know  what  they  might  do ; 
they  might  bum  her  house  or  run  her  out  of  the  country.  She  said  there  was  nothing 
in  the  State  of  Mississippi  that  could  induce  her  to  go  back  and  resume  teaching  in 
the  school  as  a  public  scbooL 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Qu€8tian.  These  things  occurred  last  February  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  along  in  February  or  March.  There  were  ^ve  other  schools  broken 
up  of  pretty  mucn  the  same  character  as  these.  Only  two  of  the  schools  were  taught 
by  northern  men.  These  were  men  who  had  come  down  there  some  two  or  three 
years  before,  and  had  conducted  themselves  with  propriety.  The  other  schools  were 
all  taught  by  old  citizens  of  the  country. 

Question.  Were  any  school-houses  burned  in  that  section  of  the  country  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  none  were  burned.  I  have  a  couple  of  letters,  which  will  show  some- 
thing of  the  state  of  feeling  existing  among  our  teachers  in  consequence  of  this  state  of 
things.    I  would  like  to  read  them,  if  the  committ-ee  will  hear  them. 

Question.  Were  they  written  to  you  f 

Answer.  They  were  written  to  Mr.  Bishop,  the  county  superintendent.  I  wafl  present 
in  his  office  when  they  were  received.  They  were  written  by  two  of  the  teachers — one 
named  Galloway,  and  the  other  named  Xeake. 

Question.  Were  they  written  to  Mr.  Bishop  in  his  official  capacity  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Please  read  the  letters. 

Answer,  One  of  the  letters  is  as  follows : 

"  Columbus,  Mary^s  Academy,  April  10, 1871. 

'*  Mr.  Bishop  :  I  hasten  to  send  you  my  report.  #  •  #  * 

"  I  understand  yon  said  you  were  coming  out  to  see  us.  Now  let  me  tell  you  not  to 
do  it.  The  K.  K.'s  are  so  outrageous.  lam  alraid  they  would  hurt  you  if  they  did  not 
kill  you.  I  don't  think  it  possible  for  the  schools  to  go  on  here  unless  we  have  troops 
to  keep  the  peace. 

"  The  K.  K's  visited  me  last  Wednesday  night ;  told  me  not  to  teach  another  week ; 
said  also  that  every  free  school  had  to  stop,  that  there  should  [not]  be  any  taxes  taken 
to  pay  for  schools.  I  heard  that  all  the  schools  above  here  had  to  be  stopped  after 
to-day. 

'^  Please  answer  this  note,  and  send  it  by  the  bearer ;  but  send  it  sealed,  and  tell  me 
what  you  think  under  the  circumstances.  »  »  »  »  # 

"  Yours  truly, 

"J.F.G." 
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The  Initials  "  J.  F.  G."  mean  J.  F.  Galloway.    He  was  ateid  to  oome  himself,  and  he 
sent  this  note  by  a  little  negro  boy. 
Here  is  the  other  letter : 

'^  Mabch  si,  1871. 

"Mr.  J.N.  Bishop: 

"  Dear  Sir  :  I  saw  a  man  yesterday  from  Cedar  Grove.  He  said  the  Kn-Klnx  called 
on  the  schoolteacher  and  ordered  him  to  close  his  school. 

"  I  received  a  message  late  last  evening  that  they  were  coming  to  see  me  this  week. 
/  am  here — iluifs  all. 
"  Respectfully, 

"  T.  J.  LEAKE." 

Question,  la  there  anything  else  you  wish  to  state  upon  the  subject  of  schools  f 

Answer,  I  would  like  to  state  that  I  have  here  a  circular  issued  by  the  county  super- 
intendent, which  I  would  like  the  committee  to  examiue,  and  I  would  be  glad  to  have 
it  appended  to  my  testimony.  [See  page  4.53.1  I  wish  also  to  state  that  the  great 
idea  which  seemed  to  prevail  among  those  people  in  that  section  of  the  country  was 
intense  opposition  to  schools  for  the  blacks ;  that  was  the  great  hobby  ;  they  said  they 
were  not  in  favor  of  having  people  pay  tax  to  educate  the  negroes.  There  are  in  this 
circular  statistics  which  snow  conclusively  that  such  talk  was  all  false  and  utterly 
ridiculous ;  that  the  portion  of  the  poll-tax  of  the  countv  which  under  the  constitu- 
tion of  the  State  weut  exclusively  to  the  support  of  public  schools,  together  with  our 
pro  rata  proportion  of  the  State  fund,  which  is  distributed  per  oapitaj  (there  being  a 
much  larger  number  of  blacks  in  our  county  than  whites) — ^the  income  derived  from 
these  sources  for  the  support  of  iniblic  schools  would  fully  if  not  more  than  support 
them,  so  that  they  would  not  require  for  their  support  one  dollar  of  direct  tax  upon 
the  property  of  the  county. 

QiieMion.  Had  you  laid  any  tax  upon  the  property  of  the  county  f 

Amwer.  There  was  a  tax  levied  in  accordance  with  the  constitution  and  the  laws. 
It  was  levied  by  the  board  of  supervisors  to  the  amount  of  $21,000  for  that  portion  of 
the  county  outside  of  the  city  of  Columbus,  and  $6,000  within  the  city,  which  was  a 
separate  district.  But  a  public  meeting  was  held  in  Columbus,  and  there  was  a  great 
deal  of  opposition  expressed  in  regard  to  the  tax  and  the  public  schools.  The  gist  of 
the  whole  matter  was  opposition  to  free  schools.  A  meeting  was  held  and  a  committee 
appointed  to  wait  on  the  board  of  suporvisore.  Some  of  the  board  were  timid  and 
vacillating  men;  and  upon  improper  representations  the  board  repealed  the  entire 
school-tax,  and  ordered  the  sheriff  to  refund  the  portion  which  had  ailready  been  col- 
lected, which  was  about  one-half  or  two-thirds  of  the  tax. 

Question,  Do  you  mean  the  school-tax  upon  the  property  of  the  county  f 

.1nvrn\  Yes,  air. 

Question.  So  that  you  were  running  your  schools  under  the  general  State  fund — what 
is  known  as  the  Chickasaw  school-fund  ? 

Answer.  Only  a  portion  of  our  county  is  within  the  Chickasaw  cession.  Our  portion 
of  that  fund  was  but  small,  and  it  was  pretty  much  squandered. 

Question.  You  were  running  your  schools  upon  the  general  school-fund  and  the  poU- 
taxT 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  That  general  fuud  comes  from  the  State,  and  should  be  distributed 
about  the  1st  of  June.  To  entitle  lis  to  our  share  of  that  fund,  it  "was  necessary  that 
the  schools  should  have  continued  four  months.  We  intended  to  have  the  schooU 
continue  five  mouths ;  but  we  abandoned  that  idea  after  the  repeal  of  this  tax,  when 
we  were  left  without  funds.  In  fact,  tfie  repeal  of  that  tax  was  simply  repudiation ; 
it  amouuted  to  nothing  else  in  the  world.  The  teachers  have  not  received  a  dollar  of 
pay  yet. 

Question,  You  ran  your  schools,  then,  so  far  as  you  did  run  them,  from  the  general 
State  school-fund  ? 

Austcer,  Yes,  sir ;  from  that  and  the  poll-tax. 

Question.  Did  the  colored  peoide  generally  i>ay  that  poll-tax  ? 

Answer,  They  are  paying  pretty  well  now.    I  have  talked  with  a  great  many  of 
them.    I  am  satisfied  that  my  acquaintance  through  the  country  is  as  extensive  as 
that  of  any  man  in  the  county.    1  lived  last  year  and  for  two  or  three  years  before  on 
my  plantation  near  Artesia,  in  the  we-stern  part  of  the  county — a  very  populous  black 
disrrict.    The  black  people  out  there  were  perfectly  willing  to  pay  their  poll-tax.    It 
has  been  alleged  as  a  gi'ound  of  complaint,  through  the  county  and  through  the 
country  generally,  that  the  blacks  have  not  paid  their  taxes,  and  particularly  that 
they  have  not  paid  their  poll-tax.     But  I  am  satisfied  that  where  they  have  failetl  to 
do  so  it  has  been  more  the  fault  of  the  sheriffs  of  the  counties  than  their  fault.    There 
were  several  of  us  this  time  who  went  to  the  sheriff  and  told  him  that  he  must  make 
an  honest  effort  to  collect  the  poll-tax  from  the  people ;   that  they  were  willing  to  pay 
it;  and  that  if  he  did  not  collect  it  faithfully,  wo  intended  to  hold  him  responsible.    I 
intended  to  make  a  motion  against  him  and  his  securities  at  the  next  term  of  the 
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oonrt  if  he  did  not  make  an  honest  eflfort  and  exhaust  every  means  to  collect  this  tax. 
The  non-collection  of  this  tax  had  been  made  a  great  canse  of  complaint ;  and  wc  were 
determined  that  that  ground  of  complaint  should  not  exist,  particularly  when  the 
jieople  were  willing  to  pay  the  tax.  The  sherijff  appointed  men  to  go  into  the  difterent 
parts  of  the  county  j  and  for  some  weeks  they  have  been  collectmg  the  tax  readily 
and  largely. 

Question.  From  the  colored  people  f 

Answer .  Yes,  sir.  In  Si)me  cases  the  employers  make  arrangements  t4>  pay  the  tax 
for  them  and  take  it  out  of  the  crop.  There  are  very  few  instances,  so  far  as  I  have 
heard,  where  they  are  not  entirely  willing  to  pay.  Sometimes  they  have  not  under- 
stood how  it  was  assessed,  &c.;  out  whenever  they  have  understood  it,  they  have 
shown  their  willingness  to  pay  It ;  and  if  they  did  not  have  the  means,  they  would 
try  to  make  some  shift  to  pay  it  by  an  arrangement  with  their  employers  or  some- 
thing of  that  kind. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  whippings  in  your  county  in  addition  to  what  you 
have  already  mentioned  ? 

Anstter.  Those  that  I  have  spoken  of  particularly  were  whippings  in  the  county  of 
Lowndes;  but  there  is  one  other  case  which  I  omitted  to  mention.  It  occurred  last 
fall,  or  rather  last  winter.  There  was  a  black  man  named  Mason,  who  was  killed  in 
the  southeastern  part  of  the  county  in  December,  1870,  by  a  body  of  disguised,  men. 
He  was  shot  in  his  house. 

Question,  What  was  the  assigned  cause  for  that  act  ? 

Answer.  None  of  us  have  been  able  to  trace  it  to  any  particular  cause,  unless  it  was 
that  the  negro  was  an  influential  man  in  his  neighborhood.  I  heard  at  the  time 
that  it  was  probable  he  had  had  some  little  dispute  witli  his  employer,  a  young  man 
named  Uolbcrt,  about  a  settlement  for  the  crop  ;  but  Mr.  Holbert  did  not  take  any 
notice  of  the  affair  during  the  day  or  for  some  days  afterwai'd.  He  evidently  did  not 
attach  sufficient  importance  to  it  to  do  anything  with  the  negn).  Two  or  three  nights 
afterward  these  disguised  men  came  and  shot  this  negro.  They  did  not  kill  him,  but 
mortally  wounded  him ;  he  died  in  the  course  of  a  day  or  two.  There  was  no  investi- 
gation had  in  regard  to  the  matter;  not  even  an  inquest  was  held  on  him. 

Question.  Can  you  state  any  whippings  that  have  occurred  since  February  f 

Ansicer.  There  was  another  case  of  whipping  just  on  the  line  between  Lowndes  and 
Noxubee  Counties.  It  occurred  in  the  fall,  beiore  the  case  I  have  just  mentioned.  The 
man  whipped  was  a  freedman  by  the  name  of  Harston,  on  Major  George  Ilarston's 
place.  The  general  understanding  in  the  country  at  the  time  was.  that  this  man  was 
whipped,  or  pretty  severely  beaten.  The  Ku-Klux  on  that  night  were  going  after  a 
white  man  named  Brookshire,  who  lived  on  the  edge  of  Noxubee  County,  and  who,  it 
was  alleged,  had  been  trading  a  jp-eat  deal  with  the  freedmen,  receiving  their  cotton, 
com,  and  produce  generally.  This  party  of  men  had  been  at  Brookshire's  house  and 
had  notified  him  what  they  would  do  with  him  if  he  did  not  quit  trading  in  that  way. 
They  were  going  along  through  the  country  when,  as  it  was  said,  this  man  Harston 
said  something  to  them — aske<l  them  where  they  were  going,  or  said,  perhaps,  that  he 
was  not  afraid  of  them.  They  fell  upon  him  and  beat  him  terribly.  Whether  that 
party  was  from  Lowndes  or  Noxubee  County  I  do  not  know.  The  affair  happened 
right  on  the  line  between  Lowndes  and  Noxubee.  As  showing  the  tendency  of  this 
thing  in  our  part  of  the  country,  I  will  state  two  cases  which  satisfy  my  mind  of  the 
great  danger  of  any  such  organization.  There  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Kendrick, 
np  in  Caledonia,  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  county,  who  was  put  in  possession  of 
certain  property  as  tenant,  under  an  attorney  at  Columbus,  by  the  name  of  Love,  to 
hold  possession  for  the  plaintiff  in  an  ejectment  suit.  Some  other  parties  by  the  name 
of  Anderson,  who  were  defendants,  were  contending  for  the  land  ;  and  it  was  under- 
stood through  the  country  that  they  had  some  connection  with  the  Ku-Klux,  or  knew 
who  they  were,  if  nothing  more.  On  one  of  their  ra^ds  one  night  these  Ku>Klux  went 
to  the  house  of  this  man  Keudrick  and  ordered  him,  under  heavy  penalties,  to  vacate 
the  premises  immediately.  He  had  his  crop  upon  it ;  the  cotton  and  com  were  just 
conung  up.  Ho  was  a  very  poor  man.  He  was  frightened  so  badly  that  he  did  not 
even  wait  for  daylight,  but  went  off  in  the  night-time,  as  I  understand  from  one  of 
the  neighbors;  ho  got  his  team  and  wagon,  put  his  movableproperty  and  his  family  in, 
and  left  the  country  immediately.  The  other  parties,  or  some  of  their  sub-tenants, 
came  and  took  possession  of  the  land. 

There  wa.s  another  case,  which  occurred  in  the  latter  part  of  April  or  1st  of  May, 
about  three  miles  or  three  miles  and  a  half  from  Columbus.  There  was  an  old  freed- 
man by  the  name  of  Joe  Beckwith.  He  lived  with  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wynne,  for- 
merly sheriff*  of  the  county.  There  was  a  kind  of  report  going  through  the  country 
that  during  the  war  Colonel  Wynne  had  buried  a  large  amount  of  gold  in  his  garden. 
This  old  freedman  had  another  freedman,  a  little  bov,  working  with  him  in  the  garden. 
Ho  was  sinking  a  post  in  the  garden.  The  boy  in  digging  a  hole  struck  a  piece  of  iron 
or  Homething  of  that  kind.  The  litfle  fellow  stopped  digging  and  asked  the  old  man 
whether  he  did  not  think  that  was  where  Colonel  Wynne  had  his  gold  buried.    The 
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old  man  told  hiin  no,  be  reckoned  not,  and  passed  the  matter  off  lightly.  About  12 
o'clock  the  little  fellow  struck  out  and  never  made  his  appearance  any  more.  The  old 
man  did  not  know  what  had  become  of  him.  A  few  nights  after  that,  probably  ten 
days  or  two  weeks  afterward,  there  came  a  bodyof  men  riding  around.  The  old  man 
said  he  heard  them  crossing  the  bridge  above.  The  next  night  they  came  to  his  boose. 
He  lived  in  a  rather  secluded  place.  They  came  to  his  gate  and  pretended  to  have  lost 
their  way,  and  they  called  him  out.  He  never  suspects  anything.  They  told  him 
they  had  gotfen  off  the  big  road  and  wanted  to  inquire  their  way  back  to  it.  He  went 
out  to  the  gate,  and  they  collared  him  and  told  him  they  wanted  him  to  tell  them 
where  that  gold  was  buried.  He  protested  that  he  did  not  know  anything  about  it — 
that  it  was  an  idle  tale.  They  told  him  that  that  woold  not  begin  to  do ;  that  he  had 
to  tell  them  the  place  where  it  was  buried.  They  put  a  rope  around  his  neck,  carried 
it  around  a  tree,  and  swung  him  up  a  time  or  two.  He  persisted  in  saying  that  he 
knew  nothing  about  the  matter.  They  then  recited  the  story  about  the  boy  striking 
the  iron  in  the  garden.  They  took  the  old  fellow  and  made  him  dig  a  large  jwrt  of  the 
gai-den  that  night.  They  could  not  find  anything  at  all;  but  they  were  not  satisfied. 
These  were  disguised  men ;  there  were  four  of  them  who  did  this  part  of  the  business. 
They  then  took  the  negro  a  little  distance  down  the  road  and  hung  him  a  little  worse. 
Finally  they  huug  him  so  badly  that  they  thought  he  was  pretty  nearly  dead,  and  they 
left  him  lying  on  the  grouud.  He  says  he  did  not  know  anything  further  of  what 
occurred  until  next  morning  toward  daylight,  or  after  daylight,  he  managed  to  crawl 
to  the  house.  He  was  laid  up  for  live  or  six  weeks.  The  old  man  who  employed  him — 
a  man  by  the  name  of  Egglesiou,  as  responsible  a  man  as  anybody  about  there — ^told 
me  that  the  old  man's  eyes  woi'e  almost  popped  out  of  his  head  by  the  hanging,  and 
the  marks  of  the  rope  were  on  his  neck ;  he  was  in  a  terrible  fix,  and  it  was  some  time 
before  he  could  get  out  at  all. 

We  undertook  to  investigatei  that  case  through  the  police,  and  we  were  pretty  well 
satisfied  as  to  who  the  parties  were  and  where  they  came  from  ;  but  the  evidence  was 
not  sufiicient  to  insure  their  conviction,  although  the  presumption  was  so  great  as  to 
amount  almost  to  a  moral  certainty.  The  man  who  wanted  them  prosecuted  waa  nol 
willing  upon  the  strength  of  the  evidence  as  it  stood  to  make  an  affidavit  against  the 
parties. 

This  old  man  with  whom  the  negro  was  living  had  a  widowed  daughter,  who  was 
living  on  his  place ;  her  husband  died  some  time  ago.  She  was  known  in  the  neighbor- 
hood to  have  a  great  deal  of  jeweliy ;  that  is,  a  great  deal  for  our  people  in  these  tunes. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Who  was  she  f 

Anawej'.  Mrs.  Wynne,^  a  widow.  These  men  inquired  very  particularly  whether  she 
was  home.  She  had  been  absent  on  a  visit,  and  had  just  gotten  back  that  night,  bring- 
ing some  friends  with  her.  The  men  went  down  toward  the  house,  (so  some  of  the 
servants  on  the  place  stated,)  and  finding  that  there  were  friends  in  the  house  with 
her,  they  went  on  and  did  not  stop  there  at  all.  As  to  what  they  proposed  to  do,  any 
one  of  coui-se  can  draw  his  own  inferences. 

So  far  a.s  Lowndes  County  is  concerned,  that  is  the  extent  of  the  active  outbreaks 
that  have  been  made  by  disguised  men  in  that  county.  Such  operations  are  confined 
princii)ally,  you  understand,  to  the  eastern,  the  northeastern,  and  the  northern  part  of 
the  county,  atljoining  the  Alabama  line,  and  the  line  of  Monroe  County. 

I  will  state  that  i»arties  have  mentioned  to  me  the  whipping  of  several  freedmen 
whom  they  have  named.  One,  who  I  recollect  waa  named  Joe  Allen,  was  pretty 
severely  whipped  in  the  Caledonia  neighborhood  sometime  in  June.  He  went  to  Aber- 
deen, and  frum  there  I  understood  he  went  before  the  grand  jury  at  Oxford,  and 
reported  his  case.  So  far  as  that  portion  of  the  county  is  concerned,  the  people  are  in 
a  state  of  terror.  They  are  afraid  to  acknowledge  tnat  they  know  anything  about 
these  parties  of  men ;  they  are  afraid  to  do  anything  in  opposition  to  them ;  m  fact, 
for  a  part  of  the  time  in  November  they  were  almost  afraid  to  talk  above  a  whisper  in 
regard  to  anything  of  the  sort. 

By  the  Cuairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  further  whippings  in  that  county  f 
Ansicer.  Not  in  that  county.  I  will  state  particularly,  though,  one  matter  that  occurred 
in  June.  A  letter  directed  to  the  Ku-Klux  was  put  in  the  post  office  at  Caledonia.  I 
took  some  pains  afterward  to  inquire  who  was  the  party  that  put  it  in,  and  also  the 
nature  of  the  letter.  A  direction  was  indorsed  on  the  letter,  stating  that  it  was  not  to 
l>e  given  to  anybody  except  the  Ku-Klux  themselves.  The  postmaster  told  his  clerk 
not  to  deliver  that  letter;  that  if  any  parties  called  for  it  while  he  was' absent,  to  send 
for  him  so  that  ho  might  deliver  it ;  that  he  wanted  to  know  who  got  it.  One  night- 
early  in  the  night — something  like  one  hundred  disguised  men — from  one  hundred  to 
one  hundred  and  twenty— came  to  the  post  office  and  demanded  this  letter.  The  youn^ 
fellow,  named  Groves,  who  was  a  clerk  in  the  store,  was  veiy  much  excited,  and  toki 
them  what  the  p6stma8ter  had  said  about  giving  the  letter  out.    He  said  he  would  gv 
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afler  the  postmaster,  or  they  could  se^for  him,  and  he  would  give  them  the  letter 
himself.  The  postmaster^  who  was  naiSed  Carter,  was  seut  for.  He  came  up  and 
delivered  the  letter  to  the  captain  or  chief  of  the  men.  They  opened  it  and  went  off. 
The  neighbors  state  that  these  people  are  in  the  habit  of  riding  up  and  down  the 
roads  at  night,  creating  a'  great  deal  of  alarm  among  persons  who  are  not  connected  with 
them,  and  among  the  families  in  the  neighborhood.  About  two  weeks  ago  a  gentle- 
man, who  is  as  intelligent  as  any  in  that  part  of  the  county — a  strong  democrat,  but 
in  every  way  an  excefient  man — said  to  me,  "  You  know  I  was  a  Ku-Klux  man  up  to 
the  hub ;  I  never  was  a  member  of  the  order,  but  I  agreed  with  them  in  their  opera- 
tions.. I  now  want  to  tell  yon  that  I  have  changed  my  opinion."  I  asked  him  what 
had  changed  his  opinion.  He  said  that  one  night  when  they  were  on  these  raids 
against  the  public  schools,  they  came  to  his  house  and  called  him  out.  He  said  he  had 
no  personal  fear  himself  as  to  what  they  were  going  to  do  to  him.  He  stated  that  they 
told  him  he  should  not  send  his  two  children  to  a  certain  public  school,  a  mile  and  a 
half  from  his  house,  which  was  taught  by  a  Miss  Feemster ;  that  if  he  did  he  must 
take  the  consequences.  They  said  they  would  be  back  in  a  certain  time,  and  they  told 
him  what  would  be  ihe  result  if  he  did.  not  obey  their  orders. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesiUm.  Was  this  a  public  school  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quealian,  Do  you  think  the  ground  of  their  objection  was  that  it  was  a  public  school  f 

An»wer,  The  man  had  sent  his  children  there  before  it  was  a  public  school,  and  no 
objections  were  made  at  that  time.  He  said  that  this  circumstance  had  produced  a 
perfect  revolution  in  his  mind ;  and  that  he  had  never  before  thought  of  the  danger  oi 
such  an  organization,  and  of  its  interference  with  individual  rights.  He  said  that  this 
circumstance  had  produced  such  a  chiiuge  in  his  mind  that  he  now  went  just  as  far 
opposition  to  the  organization  as  he  was  formerly  in  favor  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  What  is  the  county  immediately  south  of  your  county  f 

Answer.  Noxubee. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  operations  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Noxubee  and  Monroe  have  been  considered  the  worst  Ku-Eluz 
counties  in  Mississippi. 

Question.  State  what  you  know  in  regard  to  Noxubee  County. 

Answer.  I  can  only  state  what  I  have  heard  generally  as  to  the  character  of  the  ope- 
rations in  that  county,  except  in  one  particular  case.  This  case  was  the  first  by  which 
my  attention  was  particularly  attracted  to  these  matters.  It  occurred  on  a  plantation 
belonging  to  my  wife's  aunt.  I  had  cultivated  the  place  a  coup{e  of  years  myself  since 
the  close  of  the  war.  It  belongs  to  this  lady  and  a  couple  of  minor  orphan  children. 
I  know  that  the  freedmen  on  the  place  were  considerably  above  the  average  as  to  good 
character  and  intelligence.  I  went  down  with  my  aunt  to  the  place  in  the  latter  part 
of  October  or  the  first  of  November,  to  lease  it  out  for  the  coming  year,  or  to  make  some 
arrangements  for  its  cultivation.  There  was  living  on  the  place  a  white  man,  named 
Rev.  John  B.  Baldwin,  a  Methodist  preacher.  He  had  cultivated  most  of  the  place 
during  1870,  but  he  did  not  want  it  all  for  this  year.  I  told  my  aunt  that  I  thought  her 
best  plan  would  be  to  let  Baldwin  have  what  he  wanted  and  to  rent  the  balance  to  the 
freedmen.  Baldwin  said  he  agreed  to  that ;  that  he  did  not  want  but  200  acres. 
There  were  500  acres  of  open  land,  and  she  rented  200  to  Baldwin  and  about  300  to  the 
freedmen.  Among  the  Ireedmen  who  rented  land  was  an  old  man  by  the  name  of 
Isham  Lowry,  another  by  the  name  of  Dick  Malone,  and  another  by  the  name  of  Isham 
Malone.  We  made  regular  leases  with  them  as  we  would  with  anybody  else.  A  great 
many  people  had  been  renting  their  land  in  that  way.  We  made  leases,  which  were 
properly  stamped  and  recorded,  just  as  if  we  were  dealing  with  white  men.  On  the 
night  of  the  7th  of  November,  1^0,  a  body  of  these  Kn-Klux,  or  disguised  men,  came 
to  that  plantation  and  went  to  the  house  of  this  old  freedman  Isham  Lowry.  They 
got  admittance,  he  not  knowing  who  they  were.  I  am  not  certain  now  whether  he 
opened  the  door  of  his  own  accord  or  whether  they  threatened  him  as  to  what  they 
would  do  if  he  did  not  open  it.  At  any  rate,  they  went  into  his  house,  made  him  kin- 
dle a  light,  and  they  beat  him  verv  severely  indeed.  The  house  was  a  double  cabin 
with  a  chimney  iu  the  center.  A  freedman  named  Fed  Malone  lived  in  the  opposite 
end  of  the  house,  and  there  was  a  kind  of  a  loft  to  the  building.  Old  Isham,  when 
the  men  commenced  to  beat  him,  began  to  scream  and  pray  and  beg.  Fed  Malone  be- 
came so  frightened  that  ho  ran  into  this  loft  at  the  top  of  the  house.  He  was  up  there  a 
good  part  of  the  time,  and,  heiug  a  pretty  intelligent  leUow,  could  give  a  pretty  straight 
account  of  things.  There  was  another  freedman  on  the  place,  named  Dick  Malone — the 
man  I  spoke  of  a  while  ago.  I  believe  he  was  as  good  a  freedman  as  there  was  iu  that 
part  of  the  conntry.  He  had  been  a  blacksmith  on  the  farm  and  h(*  did  a  great  deal 
of  the  neighborhood  blacksmithing.    So  far  as  I  know  or  heard,  he  was  a  peacef 
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quiet,  inoffensive  necro,  as  much  so  as  any  I4mow  anywhere.  He  knew  everybody 
in  the  neighborhood,  and  all  the  horses  sttd  everythinj^  of  that  kind.  His  wife 
says  (and  her  statement  is  abundantly  corroborated  by  other  evidence)  that  Dick, 
hearing  the  noise,  went  to  the  door,  and  saw  the  horses  all  covered  with  those  Ku-Klnx 
disguises.  Ho  did  not  know  what  it  meant ;  it  was  a  new  thing  to  him.  He  immedi- 
ately ran  across  the  quarter  (he  was  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  quarter,  or  row  of  cab- 
ins) and  got  right  in  among  the  crowd  before  lie  knew  the  meaning  of  the  thing.  The 
witnesses  stated  that  he  evidently  recognized  several  of  the  parties,  and  addressed  them 
with  a  kind  of  pleasant  surprise,  saying,  for  instance.  ^'  Captain  so  and  so,  is  this  yon  f 
What  are  you  doing  here  ?"    He  recognized  also  the  horses. 

Question,  Did  he  call  any  of  the  parties  by  name  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  They  took  hold  of  him,  cursed  him  and  abused  him,  and  told  him 
they  were  going  to  kill  him,  or  something  of  that  kind.  He  then  became  alarmed,  and, 
as  Fed  Malone  and  others  testified,  he  begged  most  piteously  for  his  life.  He  asked 
them  if  they  were  going  to  kill  him  when  his  wife  and  children  were  all  dependent 
upon  him.  They  fired  one  shot  right  through  his  heart  and  killed  him  inst^intiy.  The 
only  motive  which  I  could  discover  for  that  act  (and  I  looked  very  closely  into  the 
matter)  was  that  the  parties  must  have  been  afraid  of  detection  through  his  evidence; 
I  believe  they  killed  him  only  to  escape  detection. 

Question.  How  many  disguised  parties  wore  present  that  night  ? 

Ansicer,  As  nearly  as  I  could  learn  from  the  information  I  liave  been  able  to  get, 
there  w:ere  about  forty. 

Question,  How  far  from  the  town  of  Macon  is  the  place  where  this  occurred  f 

Aumcer,  I  think  it  is  exactly  thirteen  miles  from  the  plantation  gate  to  the  town  of 
Macon,  the  county-seat,  which  is  about  five  or  six  miles  from  Brooksville. 

Question.  Does  Mr.  Baskervill  live  in  the  town  of  Macon  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  His  plantation  is  near  Brooksville,  just  about  six  miles  from  the 
Malone  place.  His  place  of  business,  however,  is  in  Macon.  He  is  in  the  insurance 
business,  and  lives  in  the  town  of  Macon.  A  large  number  of  frcedmen  were  whipped 
on  that  night ;  some  of  them  pretty  severely.  I  aid  have  their  names  in  my  memoran- 
dum book  at  one  time ;  but  I  do  not  find  them  now.  I  should  say  there  were  at  least 
six  whipped. 

Question.  On  the  same  plantation  f 

Answa-,  No,  sir;  on  other  places.  There  were  no  others  whipped  on  that  plantation. 
There  was  one  freedman,  I  recollect  now,  named  Ben  Daily;  and  I  also  recollect 
another  by  the  name  of  David  Mueller.  There  were  four  others.  I  am  satisfied  there 
were  as  many  as  six. 

Question,  Whipped  that  night  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  night  was  that? 

Answer,  That  was  the  night  of  November  7,  1870. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  State  any  other  cases  that  you  recollect. 

Anstver.  There  have  been  a  great  many  other  cases  in  the  county  of  Noxubee.  I 
have  been  informed  of  them  through  parties  who  have  said  they  had  seen  those  who 
•were  whipped,  and  some  who  were  killed.  I  recollect  particularly  now  the  case  of  a 
man  killed  near  Sugar  Lock.  I  do  not  remember  his  name,  but  I  recollect  that  the 
fact  was  told  to  me. 

Qnesiion,  Was  his  name  "Bully  Jack  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  recollect  his  name. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  killed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sugar  Lock,  about  seven  or 
eight  miles  below  Macon.  Then  there  were  some  two  or  more  murders  in  the  south- 
eastern part  of  Noxubee  County,  in  the  neighborhood  of  Cooksville.  The  Ku-Klux 
were  said  to  be  very  bad  in  that  neighborhood.  It  was  very  close  to  the  Alabama 
line. 

Question.  How  many  were  said  to  have  been  killed  there  f 

Answer.  At  least  two  or  more. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  considerable  number  of  whippings? 

Ansioer.  I  have  heard  of  a  considerable  number  in  Noxubee  County.  I  should  say 
that  a  reaisonable  or  low  estimate  of  the  number  of  cases  of  which  I  have  heard  from 
reliable  parties — cases  which  I  have  never  investigated  myself,  but  about  which  I 
have  obtained  information  from  parties  in  whom  I  have  confidence,  and  who,  I  believe, 
would  not  stAte  anything  unless  it  was  true — would  be  at  least  a  dozen. 

Question.  Within  what  time  T 

Answer.  Within  eight  or  ten  months. 
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QMestion.  Any  of  them  within  the  last  t^o  or  three  months? 

Afiswer.  They  extended  up  to  within  the  last  few  months,  and  extended  back,  I 
should  say^  ten  months  pretty  continuously,  being  a  little  worse  last  spring  and 
daring  the  fall  than  very  recently. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  riding  round  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  such  things  are  notorious.  They  create  great  consternation  among 
the  freedmen.  No  man  who  has  not  seen  the  effect  and  talked  with  those  people 
about  it,  can  form  any  idea  of  the  consternation  which  a  Ku-Klux  raid,  as  we  call  it, 
creates  among  the  negroes.    It  J&iKhteDS  them  nearly  to  death. 

Question.  Does  their  fear  arise  from  the  dread  of  awstrination  where  the  law  gives 
DO  protection  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir :  they  feel  that  they  are  perfectly  helpless  unless  they  take  their 
guns  in  their  hands  ana  go  out  to  defend  themsjBlves. 

Question,  Do  they  keep  guard  at  night  7 

Answer,  For  many  reasons,  of  course,  that  would  not  do  if  it  was  possible  to  do  any- 
thing else;  but  I  am  satisfied  that  unless  the  United  States  courts  can  afford  some 
protection  the  people  will  be  compelled  to  resort  to  that,  because  they  cannot  stand 
these  things  always. 

Question,  Suppose  the  colored  men,  taking  their  gnus  in  tbeir  hands,  should  congre- 
gate together  and  ^ard  the  roads  at  night ;  what  effect  would  that  produce  f 

Answer,  1  think  its  effect  would  be  very  bad ;  it  might  produce  riot  in  the  country. 

Question.  Would  it  lead  to  a  collision  between  the  races  T 

Answer,  I  think  it  very  likely  it  would ;  in  fact,  I  think  it  would  be  pretty  certain 
to  produce  that  result. 

Question,  Does  the  fear  of  that  deter  the  colored  people  from  resorting  to  that  mode 
of  defense  f 

Anstver,  Yes,  sir.  Of  course  they  feel  unwilling  to  bring  on  anything  of  that  kind. 
They  want  to  have  every  protection  given  to  them  that  the  Government  can  possibly 
afford ;  and  they  would  not  adopt  any  measure  of  that  kind,  except  as  a  last  resort ; 
but  I  believe  they  would  do  it  as  an  ultimate  resort;  and  that  is  another  of  the  very 
great  and  extreme  dangers  which  many  of  us  in  that  country  fear  from  this  organiza- 
tion. 

Questi^m,  Do  you  think  that  the  operations  of  that  organization  are  calculated  to 
bring  about  that  collision  between  the  races  7 

Answer.  Yes.  sir;  I  am  satisfied  of  that;  I  think  it  leads  necessarily  to  that  end, 
because  people  cannot  submit  fsrever  to  be  beaten  and  deprived  of  every  right  in  a 
free  country.  If  the  Oovemment  cannot  protect  them,  they  will  have  to  protect  them- 
selves.   That  is  the  way  they  feel  about  it. 

Question,  Do  these  operations  interfere  with  the  labor  of  the  freedmen  f 

Answer,  Very  much,  indeed.  And  I  will  state  in  this  connection,  that  it  seems  to  be 
the  most  short-sighted  policy  in  the  world,  on  the  part  of  the  people  there,  to  practice 
or  countenance  anything  of  this  kind.  I  am  satisfied  that  we  have  had  an  accession 
to  our  laboring  population  of  very  nearly  one  thousand  good  hands  from  the  laboring 
population  of  Alabama,  on  account  of  these  Ku-Rlnx  operations.  The  colored  people 
will  not  stay  there,  because  they  say  there  is  no  protection  for  them  at  all ;  that  they 
are  liable  to  be  whipped,  and  beaten,  and  killed. 

Quesiiofi.  They  come  to  your  county  because  it  is  more  quiet  t 

Answer.  It  had  been  up  to  last  spring ;  but,  as  I  told  you,  last  spring,  in  the  north- 
eastern part,  of  our  county,  things  broke  loose,  and  became  about  as  bad  as  they  possi- 
bly could  be. 

Question.  Previous  to  that  there  had  been  an  accession  to  the  population  of  the 
county  because  other  counties  were  so  much  disturbed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  was  an  accession  of  fully  a  thousand. 

Question,  How  is  it  that  persons  who  own  land  do  not  oppose  an  organization  which 
interferes  so  much  with  labor  f 

Answer.  I  think,  in  the  first  place,  that  a  great  many  of  them  are  afraid  to  do  it ; 
and,  in  the  second  place,  some  of  them  sympathize  with  it  I  think  a  great  many  of 
them  sympathized  with  it  at  one  time  ;  but  I  believe  that  many  of  them  now  see  its 
evil  effects,  and  are  not  disposed  to  sympathize  with  it  or  sustain  it  in  any  way.  But 
I  believe  the  large  mass  of  the  people  are  afraid  of  the-  consequences  if  they  actively 
oppose  it. 

Question,  Mr.  Baskervill  spoke  of  an  occurrence  in  the  county  of  Noxubee,  where,  I 
think,  a  colored  man  in  the  custody  of  a  constable  was  chained  in  an  out-house,  and 
during  the  night  was  either  taken  out  or  made  his  escape,  and  he  has  not  been  heard 
of  siuA^.    Do  you  know  anything  of  that  case  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  recollect  hearing  of  a  case  of  that  kind.  That  was  a  recent  oc- 
currence. I  will  state  what  I  heard  ofit,  just  exactly  as  I  heard  it  from  pei-sons  liviuj* 
in  the  immediate  neighborhood — one  man  who  lives  on  the  adjoining  plantation,  and 
another  who  lives  three  or  foui*  miles  off',  both  white  men,  and  both  men  of  standing  in 
the  community. 
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By  Mr.  Blair  f 

Qiieatian,  What  are  their  names  ? 

Answer.  One  is  named  John  W.  Chandler,  and  the  other  Dr.  Matt  Clay.  They  are 
both  large  planters  in  the  neighborhood.  Their  accounts  differ  a  little  in  regard  to 
Dome  of  t ne  facts,  but  the  main  features  agree.  One  stat-ement  was  that  this  man  bor- 
rowed a  mule  from  his  employer,  Mr.  Moore,  to  ride  down  to  see  some  of  his  kinspeople, 
in  Lowudes  County,  fifteen  or  twenty  miles  distant ;  that  he  did  not  return  at  the  time 
he  agreed  to  return,  and  Mr.  Moore  thought  he  had  stolen  the  mule ;  bat  he  finally 
brought  the  mule  back,  when  Mr.  Moore  had  him  arrested  for  stealing.  The  other 
account  was  that  the  negro  had  taken  the  mule  without  Mr.  Moore's  leave,  although 
Mr.  Moore  knew  who  had  the  mule,  and  had  ridden  it  ofif ;  that  Mr.  Moore  sent  some 
persons  after  him,  and  brought  him  back ;,  that  Mr.  Moore  recovered  his  property,  and 
that  the  magistrate  tried  the  man  upon  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Moor4. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Qtiestion.  You  mean  investigated  the  case  f 

Ariswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  ^ean  investigated  it.  Of  course  he  could  not  have  tried  it  regu- 
larly. If  the  charge  waa  true,  the  case  would  have  been  one  of  grand  larceny.  The 
magistrate  bound  the  man  over  to  appear  at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court.  The 
evidence,  however,  as  I  understood  it  from  both  these  parties,  was  slight,  and  did  not 
show  positively  any  intent  to  steal;  in  other  words,  the  felonious  intent  necessary  to 
constitute  the  olTense  did  not  appear ;  but  I  suppose  the  magistrate  was  desirous  to 
have  the  case  investigated  by  a  higher  tribunal,  and  bound  the  party  over  to  appear 
at  the  next  term  of  the  circuit  court.  The  man  was  not  able  to  give  the  bond  required, 
and  the  magistrate  put  him  in  the  charge  of  a  constable  named  Brides,  who  lived  some 
two  or  three  miles  from  the  magistrate's  office,  in  the  opposite  direction  fiom  the 
county-seat,  and  over  towards  the  Altibama  line. 

Question.  Bridges  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  taking  the  man  to  the  public  jail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  a  regular  mitUmus  for  him  to  put  him  in  the  public  jail  of 
the  county  t 

Question.  And  instead  of  taking  the  prisoner  to  the  public  jail,  he  went  in  the  oppo- 
site direction  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  went  to  his  own  house.  It  was  in  the  afternoon  when  the  in- 
vestigation terminated,  and  he  carried  the  man  to  his  own  house,  in  the  opposite 
direction  from  the  jail,  stating  that  he  would  take  him  to  the  jail  the  next  day. 

Question.  Was  this  in  the  most  disturbed  portion  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  and  the  northwestern  part  of  the  county  were  the  most  dis- 
turbed portions  of  the  county.  Bridges  took  the  prisoner  and  shut  him  up  in  an  out- 
house on  his  place,  which  had  been  used  for  a  school-house — a  building  not  very  far  off 
but  still  some  distance  from  his  residence.    The  next  morning  the  man  was  gone. 

Question.  Did  Bridges  leave  the  prisoner  in  that  out-house  alone  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  chain  himf 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  just  locked  him  up,  as  I  understood  firom  those  gentlemen,  and 
secured  the  door  in  some  way.  The  next  morning  the  man  was  missing.  One  of  tbee« 
gentlemen,  Mr.  Chandler,  stated  a  very  essential  circumstance,  and  I  do  not  believe  be 
would  state  it  unless  it  waa  true.  He  said  that  when  the  man  was  missing  the  next 
morning,  a  note  to  this  effect  was  found  in  the  house  where  he  had  been  conlined : 
"  Don't  be  alarmed ;  we've  got  him." 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

uestUm,  Was  that  note  signed  by  any  one? 
Ansuwr.  No,  sir.    If  it  was  statea  that  it  was  signed,  I  do  not  lecolleot  the  circnm- 
stance,  and  I  paid  very  particular  attention  to  what  Mr.  Chandler  stated  on  that  point. 
That  created  a  great  deal  of  uneasiness  in  the  neighborhood.    The  father  of  the  negro 
who  was  missing  lived  on  the  adjoining  plantation;  and  some  of  the  negro's  kiuapeeple 
became,  of  coui-se,  very  restless,  uneasy,  and  excited  about  it.    They  looked  about 
through  the  country  to  see  if  they  could  discover  anything  of  the  missing  man.    There 
were  some  reports  that  he  had  been  seen  up  in  Lowndes  County,  and  at  Artema,  on  tht) 
railroad,  and  at  Aberdeen,  and  other  places.    But  these  report-s  could  not  be  traced  to 
any  definite  source.    On  the  Sunday  night  afterward — I  think  this  occurrence  happeoed 
on  Friday  or  Saturday — the  negroes,  as  I  understood,  went  to  the  house  of  this  man 
Bridges  to  inquire  of  him  something  about  the  negro,  or  to  demand  of  him  why  he  had 
not  been  kept  safely,  or  carried  properly  to  the  jaU.    Opinion  in  the  neighborhood 
differs  as  to  the  purpose  of  that  party  of  negroes — whether  they  went  there  to  assault 
Mr.  Bridges — but  from  what  I  hear  and  believe,  I  do  not  think  they  had  any  inteotioa 
to  do  Mr.  Bridges  any  harm,  or  make  any  assault  upon  him,  either  as  an  officer  or  as  aa 
individual.    I  think  they  went  for  the  purpose  of  getting  mformatiou  from  him  aztd 
trying  to  trace  the  negro  up,  to  see  what  had  become  of  him.    One  of  these  gentlemeii 
statea  that  the  negroes  had  their  guns.    I  asked  him  especially  how  they  came  to  have 
their  guns  on  Sunday,  when  they  went  to  Mil  Bridges'  house.    He  said  that  IIkt 
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had  been  around  in  the  swamps  of  the  river,  Ac,  hunting  for  the  man;  that  they  had 
taken  their  gons  along;  that  they  had  met  at  a  little  place  called  Bigbee  Valley,  where 
there  was  a  store  and  a  mill,  and  had  come  back  ^by  way  of  Bridges'  honse.  He  said 
he  had  no  idea  they  intended  to  do  Bridges  any  harm  or  violence.  Bridges  got 
frigbt-ened;  and  when  he  saw  them,  before  they  had  any  interview  with  him  at  all, 
went  oat  of  his  back  door  and  ran  off. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  )ie  fired  into  the  crowd  t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  fired  forty  or  fifty  shots  at  him  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Mj'  idea  was  that  he  became  alarmed  and  ran  away  out  the  back 
door.    I  never  heard  of  any  firing  either  at  him  by  the  negroes,  or  by  him  at  them. 

Quesliott.  Mr.  Baskervill  stated  that  Bridges  fired  into  the  negroes  first,  and  I  think 
he  said  they  fired  fifty  shots  at  him,  but  nobody  was  hurt. 

Answer.  The  matter  was  greatly  exaggerated  through  the  country ;  but  these  parties 
residing  in  the  neighborhood  would,  I  think,  be  likely  to  know  what  was  correct. 

By  Mr.  Bucbxey  : 

Question.  Mr.  Chandler  made  no  mention  of  the  shooting  to  you  f 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  nor  did  Dr.  Clay. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Qtiesiion.  Is  it  likely  that  the  negroes  of  the  neighborhood,  in  the  then  excited  con* 
dition  of  afiairs,  would  have  gone  with  any  hostile  purpose  to  Mr.  Bridges'  house  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  would. 

Question.  They  were  not  disguised  f 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir;  not  at  aU.  They  went  in  the  day-time.  It  was  late  on  Sunday 
afternoon. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  said  that  they  went  at  night. 

Answer.  1  am  satisfied  that  that  is  a  mistake.  Tbe  most  that  can  be  said  is,  that  it 
was  late  in  the  afternoon.    I  am  positive  that  it  was  not  in  the  night. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  the  man  who  was  missing  ever  hoard  of  afterward  f 
Answer.  There  was  a  man  found  drowned  in  the  river,  a  short  distance  from  there. 
Thf  report  which  I  heard  was,  that  the  body  was  very  much  bloated  from  having  been 
in  the  water,  probably,  for  some  time ;  but  the  black  people  in  the  neighborhood  said 
they  recognized  certain  parts  of  the  man's  clothing: 


By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool :) 

Question.  As  the  clothing  of  the  prii 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 


prisoner  who  was  missing  f 


By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  What  time  of  the  year  was  this? 

Answer.  It  has  not  been  more  than  four  or  five  weeks  ago. 

Question.  Do  steamboats  run  up  that  river  in  the  summer  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  they  do  not ;.  the  river  has  been  too  low  for  some  considerable  time 
for  any  boat  to  run  up  there. 

Qtiestion.  I  think  it  has  been  stated  in  evidetice  here,  that  a  man  had  fallen  from  a 
steamboat  and  been  drowned  in  that  river ;  and  it  was  supposed  that  the  body  found 
was  that  of  the  man  who  had  fallen  from  the  steamboat  f 

Answer.  I  think' that  must  be  a  mistake,  for  I  am  confident  that  no  steamboat  had 
been  that  high  up  the  river  for  some  time.    I  am  sure  the  river  was  too  low. 

Qiiestion.  How  long  since  any  boats  had  been  running  there  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  would  be  safe  to  say  that  it  had  oeen  six  weeks  or  two  months 
since  any  boat  had  been  up  that  part  of  the  river. 

Question.  Then  you  think  this  story,  about  the  body  found  being  that  of  a  negro  who 
had  fallen  from  a  steamboat,  was  not  true  f 

Answer.  I  think  so.  It  was  not  only  improbable,  but  I  believe  from  my  knowledge 
that  the  thing  was  impossible. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  think  anybody  would  attempt  to  get  up  such  %n  improbable  story 
as  yon  represent  this  to  be  f  Would  not  every  man  there  know  that  the  story  was 
improbable  f 

An9U}er.  1  should  judge  so,  because  the  river  had  evidently  been  for  some  time  too 
low  for  steamboats  to  navigate. 

Question,  Was  not  that  known  to  everybody! 

Anstoer,  Yes,  air. 
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Qti€9tion,  What  then  would  he  the  sense  of  getting  up  such  a  story  t 
Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  would  he  any  sense  in  it,  unless  they  might  expect  to 
create  some  capital  among  people  who  did  not  know  any  hotter. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  stated  in  that  community  ahout  a  mim  haTing 
fallen  from  a  steamboat  f 
Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  from  those  two  gentlemen  f 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  How  far  from  Mr.  Bridges'  house  was  the  place  where  the  body  of  this  negro 
was  found  f  » 

Answer.  I  know  the  general  neighborhood,  but  I  do  not  know  the  exact  place  on 
which  Mr.  Bridges  lives.  I  should  say  the  distance  was  not  over  three  or  four  milee — 
anyhow  not  over  five  miles — ^probably  not  over  three. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  You  think  that  such  a  report  about  a  man  having  fallen  from  a  steamboat 
conld  not  deceive  anybody  in  that  locality  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  it  could. 

Question.  State  any  other  occurrence  which  yon  know  anything  about. 

Answer.  So  far  as  Noxubee  is  concerned,  I  know  no  other  case  positively,  except  tboee 
I  have  stated.  From  other  parties,  whom  I  believe  to  be  reliable  and  truthful,  I  have 
information  in  regard  to  Winston,  Monroe,  and  part  of  Oktibbeha  County. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  frequent  ridings  hy  these  disguised  men  in  the  cotmty  of 
Noxubee  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  During  last  spring? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Quesii&n.  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  any  women  in  that  county! 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  heard  of  the  whipping  of  any  women  there.  I  know  that 
in  Winston  County  there  was  a  white  woman  run  off  from  the  neighborhood  bv  dis- 
guised parties ;  she  went  over  into  Noxubee,  and  was  living  on  the  eastern  edffe  of  that 
county ;  she  was  sent  for  to  that  place,  I  understand,  as  a  witness  before  the  circuit 
court. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  she  run  off  for  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  ;  I  did  not  hear ;  I  simply  have  an  impression  as  to  why  she 
was  run  off :  but  I  do  not  know  positively. 

QkiestUm,  What  was  the  reason  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  reason ;  my  impression  is  that  probably  she  was  a  lewd 
woman ;  I  think  that  likely  from  what  I  have  heard ;  I  have  not  heard  anything  posi- 
tive on  the  subject ;  I  just  gather  that  from  the  general  circumstances  of  the  case  and 
developments  which  I  heard  connected  with  it. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  say  you  understood  that  there  were  parties  killed  near  Cooksville, 
Noxubee  County  f 

Ansxccr.  Yes,  sir ;  I  understood  there  were  as  many  as  two  killed  there,  and  consider- 
able disturbances  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  And  you  heai-d  oi  some  in  the  neighborhood  of  Sugar  Lock  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Within  the  last  eight  or  ten  months  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  whether  Mr.  Hnggins  was  whipped  in  that  neighborhood  T 

Answer.  He  was  whipped  in  Monroe  County;  I  recollect  that  circumstance  quite 
distinctly. 

Question.  In  what  county  does  Mr.  Charles  M.  Doss  live  f 

Answer.  In  the  northwestern  part  of  Noxubee  County. 

Question.  What  is  the  character  of  Mr.  Doss? 

Answer.  He  has  the  reputation  of  being  a  violent  man. 

Question.  Have  you  lived  in  the  county  of  Noxubee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  Ih cultivated  land  there  for  two  years,  on  the  Malone  place;  I  know 
large  numbers  of  people  there. 

Question.  You  say  Mr.  Doss  is  a  man  of  violent  character  f 

Anstver.  That  is  his  reputation ;  he  is  personally  a  clever  man;  hut  he  is  evidently 
overbearing  and  violent.  .  

Question,  Has  he  any  connection  with  the  Eu-Kluxf 
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Answer,  That  is  bis  reputation  in  that  country. 

Question,  Is  it  reputed  that  he  is  a  captain,  or  chief,  among  them  t 

Ansicer.  It  is  reputed  that  he  is  a  captain. 

Question,  In  that  county  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  State  whether  he  has  made  any  demonstration  against  the  civil  officers  there 
at  any  time,  or  on  more  occasions  than  one. 

Answer,  I  heard  the  city  marshal  of  Macon,  and  others  from  there,  say  that  he  defied 
the  civil  authorities  in  Macon  whenever  he  pleased,  and  that  there  was  but  one  man, 
Mclnnis,  who  was  city  marshal  a  while,  who  could  do  anything  with  him  ;  that  as  to 
the  balance,  whenever  he  got  drunk  or  took  a  notion,  he  could  run  right  over  them, 
and  do  pretty  much  as  he  pleased.  I  recollect  that  at  one  time  last  spring  there  was 
a  case  tliat  created  considerable  remark  through  the  country.  I  heard  several  lawyers 
speak  of  it.  There  was  a  magistrate's  courl  convened  to  investigate  a  case  of  murder, 
where  a  man  named  Eskridge  was  charged  with  killing  a  man  at  Sugar  Lock.  Three 
magistrates  were  on  the  bench  trying  the  case,  and  Doss  was  among  those  present  in 
the  coiirt-room.  The  magistrates,  I  think,  had  ordered  that  a  certain  door  in  the  court- 
room should  be  closed,  and  that  all  parties  wishing  to  go  out  should  pass  through  an- 
other door,  so  as  not  to  interrupt  the  proceedings  of  the  court.  Doss  determined  that 
he  would  go  out  of  that  door  which  the  magistrates  had  ordered  closc'd.  The  sheriff 
and  others  tried  to  expostulate  with  him ;  nut  Doss  swore  that  he  would  pass  through 
that  door,  cursing  loudly  in  the  court-room.  According  to  the  report  that  I  heard,  he 
drew  his  pistol  and  rushed  on  the  stand  where  the  judges  were;  and  his  conduct  just 
broke  up  the  court.  It  was  said  that  the  sheriff  was  afraid  to  make  any  effort  to 
arrest  Doss,  but  that  one  of  his  deputies  tried  to  do  so,  and  that  the  sheriff  then  and 
there  discharged  the  deputy,  telling  him  that  he  would  not  have  an  officer  who  act^d 
in  that  way.  The  deputy  said  he  was  trying  to  do  his  duty.  The  deputy  told  me 
himself  that  the  sheriff  discharged  him  for  no  other  reason  in  the  world  than  that  he 
tried  to  arrest  the  man,  and  to  preserve  order  in  the  court. 

Qitestion.  Of  what  politics  is  that  sheriff! 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  it  is  hard  to  tell.  He  was  appointed  by  Governor  Alcorn ;  but  it 
is  pretty  hard  to  t«ll  what  he  is.  He  is  a  milk-and-cider  sort  of  a  man.  I  should  say 
pretty  sti-ongly  that  he  is  not  a  republican.  I  do  not  know  positively  that  he  is  a 
democrat ;  I  suppose  ho  would  call  himself  a  conservative. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  do  not  suppose  that  any  republicans  are  "  milk-and-cider  men  f  " 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  some  or  them.    I  think  that  if  that  sheriff  was  any  sort  of  a  repub- 
lican at  all,  he  was  one  of  that  kind. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Who  is  the  judge  of  your  circuit  f 

Answer.  Judge  J.  A.  Orr. 

Question.  Is  ho  a  good  judge  t 

Answer.  One  of  the  best  we  have  had  in  that  State,  and  I  think  as  good  as  any  in 
the  country.    He  is  a  man  of  fine  ability — a  lawyer  of  high  standing. 

QuestioH.  Is  he  especially  rigid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law  upon  guilty 
parties,  provided  the  juries  will  convict  f 

Answer.  Remarkably  so.  There  was  a  judge  in  that  country  a  ^ood  many  years  ago 
named  Harris,  who  was  a  "  terror  to  evil-doers ;"  but  Judge  Orr  is,  if  anything,  more 
rigid  than  he  was  in  the  execution  of  the  criminal  law,  wherever  it  is  possible  to  have 
the  law  enforced,  and  wliere  the  proper  evidence  can  be  obtained. 

Question.  Have  those  colored  men  in  Noxubee  County  who  went  to  the  constable's 
house  been  arrested  by  the  State  authorities  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  arrested  by  this  justice  of  the  peace,  who  bound  over 
the  man  that  was  charged  with  taking  the  mule.  Some  eighteen  or  twenty  were 
arrested  and  committed  to  jail  in  Macon  for  want  of  bail. 

Question.  Arrested  on  what  charge  f 

Answer.  On  the  charge  of  creating  a  riot. 

Question.  Have  the  State  authorities  ever  arrested  men  for  the  whippings  and  mur- 
ders of  which  you  spoke  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  of  one  being  arrested  or  of  any  effort  of  that  kind  being 
made. 

Question,  Has  that  magistrate  ever  taken  any  proceeding  against  the  constable,  who, 
instead  of  taking  the  negro  prisoner  to  jail,  carried  him  in  a  different  direction  f 

Antwer,  None  that  I  have  ever  heard  of. 

Question.  Was  any  inquest  held  over  the  body  of  the  negro  who  was  found  drowned 
in  the  river  f 

Awswer.  No,  sir ;  not  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

J  Question.  Have  you  heard  of  an  inquest  being  held  ever  the  body  of  any  negroes 
ed  in  that  county  T 
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Answer.  There  was  an  inqnest  (the  only  one  I  ever  heard  of)  held  on  the  body  of 
Dick  Malone.  That  was  held  by  a  justice  of  the  peace ;  bnt  there  were  no  arrests  made, 
or  anything  of  that  sort. 

Question.  Winston  County  is  west  of  Noxubee  County  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qitesiion.  State  the  condition  of  things  in  the  county  of  Winston,  so  far  as  you  have 
heard. 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  there  is  in  the  county  generally  a  very  bad  state  of 
affairs,  and  especially  in  the  eastern  part  of  the  county.    It  is  just  a  reign  of  terror. 

Qu^tian.  You  mean  the  portion  of  the  county  bordering  on  Noxubee  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  a  worse  condition  of  affairs  in  the  county  of  Winston  than  in 
Noxubee  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  cannot  say  that  there  's ;  but  it  is  certainly  very  bad.  In  a  part  of 
the  county  I  should  say  it  was,  if  anything,  woi-se. 

Question.  State  what  you  consider  to  be  the  condition  of  things  in  Winston. 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  that  a  great  man;^  of  the  white  people  there — people  in  mod- 
erate circumstances  and  poor  people — are  really  aimid  of  their  lives  unless  they  agree 
in  their  views  with  certain  parties.  These  disguised  men  ride  through  the  country 
thei*e,  and  the  citizens  are  afraid  to  take  any  active  steps  in  opposition  to  them  for 
fear  of  their  lives.    That  is  the  statement  that  comes  to  me. 

Question.  When  you  say  that  they  are  afraid  of  their  lives  unless  they  agree  with 
certain  parties,  what  do  you  mean  T 

Ansicer.  1  mean  that  they  are  afraid  of  these  disguised  meu — people  who  are  gen- 
erally recognized  there  as  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Who  are  afraid  of  them  f 

Answer.  The  jieople  generally  of  the  country,  except  their  own  set.  Several  parties 
have  told  me  that  numbers  of  white  men  there  have  said  that  if  they  could  possibly 
sell  out,  or  if  they  had  any  means  of  getting  away,  they  would  quit  the  country. 

Question.  Were  those  white  men  republicans  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  were.  If  they  were,  I  have  not  heard  of 
them  in  that  connection.    Nor  do  I  know  they  are  not. 

Question.  Are  the  colored  men  generally  the  class  most  afraid  f 

Answer.  Of  course,  if  this  class  of  white  men  are  afraid,  the  black  people  would  be 
in  infinitely  more  fear. 

Question.  Are  the  depredations  of  the  Ku-Elux  generally  aimed  at  the  colored  people  T 

Answer.  I  know  of  one  negro  over  there  having  been  killed  in  the  immediate  neigh- 
borhood I  speak  of. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  Winston? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  a  negro  by  the  name  of  Triplet,  who  used  to  belong  to  an 
old  man  named  Jack  Triplet. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  State  the  circumstances  of  that  case. 

Answer.  He  was  shot  in  his  house  last  fall.  He  was  sitting  in  his  house  one  night 
along  with  his  wife,  when  a  party  of  these  disguised  men  came.  A  gun  was  poked 
through  a  crack  in  the  house,  and  he  was  shot  and  mortally  wounded ;  he  died  very 
soon  afterward. 

Question.  On  whose  plantation  was  thatt 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.  I  think  the  man  was  living  to  hun^elf.  He  had  been  living 
with  old  man  Triplet,  but  he  was  then  living,  I  think,  to  himself,  on  some  rent^ 
land,  or  with  some  other  party  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  Had  this  affair  any  connection  with  his  leaving  Mr.  Triplet  ? 

Answer.  1  hear4  it  had.  I  know  nothing  about  it  of  my  own  knowledge ;  but  it  was 
stated  to  me  by  other  parties  that  after  living  with  Mr.  Triplet  some  time  he  had 
finally  left  him;  that  the  old  man  wanted  him  to  come  back;  that  the  negro  would 
not  do  it ;  and  that  there  had  been  S(4ine  threats,  or  something  of  that  kind  made ;  and 
finally  he  was  killed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  is  a  direct  implication  in  your  statement  that  this  man  was  killed  at 
the  instigation  of  Triplet.  Do  you  believe,  upon  the  information  you  have  received, 
that  that  is  the  fact? 

Answer.  I  believe  that  from  the  information  I.  have  received ;  I  would  not  make  an 
affidavit  aj^inst  a  party  on  that  kind  of  inlbrmation,  unless  I  had  a  number  of  witnenses 
to  sustain  it. 

Question.  Who  gave  you  the  information  f 

Answer.  White  men. 

Questidn.  Let  us  know  who  they  are. 
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Answer,  The  information  comes  throng  a  man  by  the  name  of  Ambrose  Parke^  who 
lives  in  the  immediate  neij^bborhood  of  Triplet. 

Quettion.  Did  he  state  this  to  yout 

Angwer,  No,  sir;  he  stated  it  to  another  party,  who  stated  it  to  me. 

QuesHan.  Who  was  the  party  that  stated  it  to  you  t 

Anmcer.  There  are  certain  reasons  why  I  would  not  like  to  teH  who  the  other  party 
is.  The  man  who  gave  me  the  information  did  not  want  his  name  connected  with  it. 
He  is  a  man  who  can  be  produced. 

QuesUofu  How  can  he  be  produced  when  you  will  not  tell  his  name  f 

Anmcer,    He  could  be  produced  upon  any  trial  or  investigation  there  in  the  country. 

Que9tion,  I  insist  upon  an  answer  to  the  question,  who  was  the  man  that  gave  this 
information  f  I  do  not  thmk  we  are  here  to  arraign  men  for  murder  upon  anonymous 
information. 

Antwer,  I  think  he  has  already  been  arraigned  in  the  courts  of  the  country. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

QMe9iwn,  Why  do  you  desire  not  to  give  the  name  f  Is  your  reason  connected  with 
any  matter  of  public  justice,  or  with  the  elecutive  department  of  the  State  f 

Answer,  It  is  indirectly.  1  believe  that  to  give  the  name  would  probably  defeat  the 
ends  of  justice ;  and  I  decidedly  prefer  not  to  give  it. 

QtusUfm,  Are  you  willing  to  give  the  name  to  General  Blair  privately,  in  order  that 
he  may  summon  the  witness,  if  he  desires  to  investigate  this  matter  f 

An9wei\  I  am. 

Qiiestum.  Do  you  desire  to  withhold  the  name  of  this  witness  for  any  other  reason 
than  that  you  believe  that  giving  it  would  tend  to  defeat  the  ends  of  justice,  and 
interfere  with  the  operations  of  the  governor  of  the  State  in  his  investigation  of  these 
cases  t 

At^ioer,  I  have  no  other  reason  for  declining. 

Question,  Have  you  given  the  name  of  that  witness  to  General  Blair  privately  f 

Answer,  I  have. 

[After  discussion  by  tl^e  committee,  the  Ohaibman  (Mr.  Pool)  announced  it  as  the 
opinion  of  the  migority  that  it  was  not  proper  for  the  name  to  be  given,  so  as  to  be 
placed  in  the  printed  evidence.] 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Ques^on  State  the  character  of  Mr.  Jack  Triplet,  so  far  as  you  have  learned  it. 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  have  learned  his  character,  it  is  that  he  is  rather  a  violent  man, 
and  that  he  is  the  head-leader  of  these  Ku-Klux  in  his  part  of  the  country.  I  state 
that  as  his  reputation. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesHon,  I  understood  you  to  say  or  intimate  t)iat  he  was  a  very  old  man  f 
Answer.  He  is  not  a  very  old  man  ]  but  he  is  an  elderly  man.    I  cannot  state  his  age 
with  exact  certainty ;  but  he  is  a  man  past  the  meridian  of  life. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  you  say  that  he  has  been  arraigned  in  the  courts  of  justice  t 

Answer.  I  believe  he.has ;  that  is  my  information. 

Question,  Upon  what  charge  f 

Ansteer.  Upon  the  charge  of  violating  the  enforcement  act.  He  has  been  arraigned, 
I  anderstand,  in  the  United  States  district  court  at  Oxford. 

Qiieetion,  Charged  with  outrages  committed  as  a  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  any  of  the  circumst-ances  of  the  killing  of  this  negro  t 
Was  a  Mr.  Mcllhenny  said  to  have  been  there  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  his  name  was  connected  with  it  from  this  fact :  After  the  shooting 
the  parties  dispersed :  and  the  next  morning  there  was  a  hat  found  in  the  woods  where 
there  were  tracks  or  horses,  &.c. ;  and  this  hat  was  recognized  by  several  persons  in 
the  neighborhood  as  Mollhenny's  hat ;  and  it  ^so  appeal  that  the  next  morning  he 
went  to  the  neighborhood  store  close  by,  and  bought  himself  another  hat.  I  heard 
those  circumstances  connecting  Mcllhenny  with  that  affair. 

Question,  Was  there  any  other  circumstance  connected  with  that  hat  f 

Answer,  It  seems  to  me  that  he  bought  the  hat  at  old  man  Triplet's  store;  I  think 
that  old  man  Triplet  owns  the  neighborhood  store,  and  that  the  hat  was  bought  of 
him.  That  evidence,  I  believe,  has  sdso  been  presented  to  the  authorities  in  the  trial 
before  the  district  court  at  Oxford. 

Question,  This  occurrence  was  in  the  county  of  Winston  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  time  did  you  say  it  happened  t 

Answer.  Last  fall.  I  recollect  that  it  occurred  before  December,  because  I  remember 
that  I  saw  an  affidavit  in  the  possession  of  the  governor  in  regard  to  another  party  in 
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that  neighborhood  connected  with  the  a£fair ;  and  it  was  in  December  when  I  saw  the 
affidavit. 

Questian.  Something  has  been  said  in  yonr  testimony  about  the  whipping  of  a  woman 
over  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  remember  particularly  as  to  the  whipping  of  the  woman.  She  was 
forc^  to  leave  the  neighborhood. 

Question.  What  was  ner  name  f 

Ansicer.  Her  name  was  Triply  Ann  Tackett.  I  recollect  her  name  because  I  saw  die 
affidavit. 

Question.  How  was  she  forced  to  leave  f 

Anstcer.  These  disguised  men,  or  Ku-Klux,  went  to  her  house  and  told  her  that  she 
ha<i  to  leave  the  neighborhood.  They  made  a  great  many  threats.  The  exact  chaiao- 
ter  of  the  threats  was  stated  in  the  paper  which  I  saw.  Threats  were  made  as  to 
what  they  would  do  with  her  if  she  did  not  leave.  She  swore  distinctly  and  posiUvdy 
that  she  recognised  several  parties,  and  their  names  were  given  in  that  affidavit. 
Among  others  this  old  man  Jack  Triplet,  and  I  think  his  son,  and  a  man  by  the  name 
of  Matthews,  were  named.  She  went  on  and  stated  as  many  as  six.  The  affidavit  was 
made  before  a  justice  of  the  peace  named  Shipman,  and  was  in  the  possession  of  the 
governor  when  I  saw  it.  I  know  that  she  did  leave  the  neighborhood  and  went 
over  near  a  little  place  called  Memphis,  in  Alabama,  and  that  she  was  sent  for  to  that 
place  as  a  witness  against  these  parties.    Whether  she  was  found  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  whippings  or  of  other  murders  in  tiie  county  of 
Winston  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  recall  any  special  cases.  I  have  heard  that  there  were  five  school- 
houses  burned  over  there.  I  know  that  there  was  more  opposition  and  intense  feelii^ 
in  Winston  against  public  schools  than  there  was  in  almost  any  other  part  of  the 
country. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  cases  of  whipping  have  occurred  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Question.  In  any  numbers  f 

Answer.  1  just  heard  the  general  reputation.  I  do  not  say  I  heard  it  frequently,  but 
I  nnderstana  there  was  considerable  of  that  kind  of  disturbance  going  on  there. 

Question.  Was  there  any  terror  among  the  people  of  that  county  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  from  what  I  hear  the  terror  is  certainly  very  &;reat. 

Question.  Is  that  the  county  in  which  we  have  heard  of  a  United  States  oiarshal 
being  stopped  upon  the  road  ? 

Answer.  That  occurred  either  in  Winston  or  Neshoba  County,  some  ten  days  or  two 
weeks  ago. 

Question.  State  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  I  will  state  them  exactly  as  I  heard  them  from  a  party  very  high  in  author- 
ity in  Jackson,  a  gehtleman  connected  with  the  United  States  grand  jury.  The  United 
States  circuit  court  was  in  session  when  I  was  in  Jackson  last  week,^and  some  war- 
rants had  been  issued  for  the  arrest  of  some  parties  in  Winston  and  Neshoba  Counties. 
His  st-atement  was  that  the  deputy  marshal,  who  was  sent  from  Jackson,  was  not 
familiar  with  the  country,  and  a  man  named  Reed,  a  deputy  marshal  at  Macon,  was 
sent  with  him  to  go  and  make  the  arrests.  While  they  were  going  along  in  a  back  or 
wagon,  they  came  to  a  turn  of  the  road  where  there  were  seven  men  drawn  across  tiie 
road  with  double-barreled  shot-guns.  These  men  told  them  tbey  knew  them,  and 
knew  Reed  particularly,  and  that  they  were  determined  that  no  more  men  should  be 
taken  out  of  that  country  in  that  way.  Reed,  I  believe,  had  been  a  scout  in  the  Union 
Army  during  the  war ;  at  any  rate,  he  was  a  very  sharp,  shrewd  fellow,  and  was 
accustomed  to  meeting  dangers  of  that  kind.  He  jumped  up,  took  off  his  hat,  xad 
hallooed,  '^Hurrah,  lieutenant,  bring  up  the  troops  I "  These  men  took  fright  at  that, 
broke,  and  started  to  run,  and  all  of  them  got  off  except  one.  Reed  and  the  other 
deputy  marshal  arrested  this  man,  brought  him  to  the  railroad,  and  carried  him  to 
Jackson ;  and,  as  I  understood  from  this  gentleman,  he  turned  State's  evidence.  The 
foreman  of  the  grand  jury  said  he  had  told  the  thing  from  alpha  to  omega ;  had  giTcA 
an  account  of  the  operations  all  through  that  country,  and  that  the  evidence  inTolved 
a  great  many  of  the  best  people  of  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  Y 

Answer.  About  ten  days  ago. 

Q;uestion.  Where  did  you  hear  it  t 

Anstca:  1  first  saw  it  in  the  newspapers  before  I  left  Columbus,  and  I  heard  it  talked 
of  there  in  town.  Then  when  I  went  to  Jackson  I  heard  it  there  as  a  current  matter 
of  report. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Can  you  state  anything  further  in  regard  to  Winstop  County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  about  sUl  I  know,  except  that  I  will  say  I  b^eTO  tbe 
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civil  officers  of  that  cbnnty  are  bo  mnch  under  intixnidation  and  preesnre  from  this  kind 
of  organization  that  they  are  afraid  to  try  to  execute  the  laws  in  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Que9li»n.  What  do  yon  know  in  regard  to  the  county  of  Monroe  f 

Annver,  Well^  sir,  tnat  connty  is  divided,  like  Lowndes,  by  the  Tombigbee  River. 
The  eastern  portion  of  the  county,  which  adjoins  the  State  of  Alabama,  is  a  sandy, 
hilly  country,  and  on  that  side  the  white  population  largely  predominates ;  but  on  the 
west  side  of  the  river  there  is  a  rich  prairie  country,  and  a  large  predominance  of  the 
black  population.  I  have  heard  of  no  violations  of  law  and  no  operations  of  the^e 
disguised  parties  in  the  western  part  of  the  county ;  but  in  the  eastern,  and  particu- 
larly the  southeastern  part,  and  along  the  southern  border  next  to  Lowndes,  such 
things  have  been  very  bad ;  in  fact,  if  anything,  worse  than  in  almost  any  other  part 
of  the  country  that  I  have  any  information  about. 

Question,  State  any  of  the  cases  that  have  occurred  in  that  county. 

Answer,  I  have  heard  particularly  of  the  murders  of  two  men  there— two  freedmen. 
One  was  named  Dnpree.  He  was  a  leading  republican,  and  president  of  a  republican 
clnb  in  the  neighborhood.  Whether  he  was  killed  for  that  I  do  not  know  or  pretend  to 
say.  I  only  state  that  he  was  a  leading  man  among  the  colored  people,  and  that  he  was 
taken  away  from  his  house  one  night  by  these  disguised  men,  and  has  never  been  seen 
or  heard  or  since. 

I  have  also  been  informed  that  in  the  northeastern  part  of  the  conntv,  a  negro  by 
the  name  of  Pa^e  was  killed,  under  circumstances  of  great  atrocity.  He  was  taken 
away  from  his  wife,  who,  as  tne  information  comes  to  me,  had  recently  been  confined. 
He  was  taken  out  of  bed  and  was  carried  away.  It  was  stated — I  do  not  say  it  is  the 
fact,  but  that  is  the  information  I  have— that  his  body  was  found  with  a  part  of  the 
rope  with  which  he  was  hung  around  his  neck.  This  I  state  as  a  matter  of  informa- 
tion, not  of  my  own  knowledge. 

By  Mr.  Blaih  : 

Question.  None  of  this  is  of  your  own  knowledge  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  do  not  state  it  of  my  own  knowledge ;  it  comes  to  me  through 
other  parties. 

Question,  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  ground  upon  which  this  negro  was 
dealt  with  f 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  no  specific  charge  against  him.  He  was  also  a  prominent 
man  amou^  the  colored  people  in  his  neighborhood.  I  have  not  heard  him  charged 
with  any  violation  of  the  laws,  or  committing  any  outragt,  or  anything  of  that  kind. 

I  will  state  further  thati  I  remember  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  beating  of 
Colonel  Hnggins,  which  occurred  in  the  southeastern  part  of  Monroe  County,  about 
twelve  or  thirteen  miles  from  Aberdeen. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:  ) 

Question,  We  have  had  that  case  presented  to  us  in  detail  by  Colonel  Huggins.  Did 
these  two  cases  of  murder  of  which  you  have  just  spoken  occur  within  the  last  four  or 
five  months  Y 

Answer,  1  should  say  within  the  last  six  months. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  any  colored  people  in  that  county  T 

Answer,  All  along  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  river  there  was  a  great  deal  of  the  Eu- 
Klnx  operations ;  that  was  the  general  report  and  information  through  the  country, 
that  wnenever  these  Ku-Klux  went  out  they  went  for  the  purpose  of  committing 
things  of  that  kind^whipping  or  intimidating  people.  If  they  did  not  do  positive 
acts  of  violence,  they  went  for  purposes  of  intimidation. 

Question,  What  effect  have  such  acts  produced  upon  the  colored  people  in  that  county  ? 

Anstcer,  They  have  produced  a  state  of  terror  in  their  miuds — a  feeling  of  pedect 
insecurity.  Thoy  feel  that  there  is  very  little  protection  for  them.  With  some  of 
them  there  has  been  created  a  feeling  of  a  good  deal  of  exasperation.  In  that  way, 
also,  the  tendency  is  very  bad.  There  is  very  little  feeling  ot  security  there  among 
the  colored  people ;  and  a  great  many  of  the  white  people  who  are  opposed  to  things 
of  this  kind  are  afraid  to  do  anything  in  regard  to  them,  for  fear  of  the  personal  conse- 
quences to  themselves.  From  what  1  have  neard,  and  from  the  general  expression  of 
opinion  among  the  black  people  particularly,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  feel  as  if  they 
had  no  freedom  in  the  exercise  of  the  elective  franchise  as  long  as  these  men  are  per- 
mitted to  carry  on  in  the  country  in  that  way. 

Qtiestion,  Have  the  outrages  in  Monroe  County  been  similar  in  character — ^that  is,  by 
men  in  disffuise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  similar  to  those  committed  in  the  other  counties  to  which  I  have 
referred. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  disguises  worn  are  the  same  ? 

Answer,  So  far  as  I  have  heard,  they  are  exactly  the  same.  I  never  saw  one  of  them 
in  my  life ;  but  from  what  I  have  heard  from  numbers  who  have  seen  them,  they  are 
all  Just  the  same,  both  the  disguise  of  persons  and  of  horses. 
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Qnetition,  The  county  of  Monroe  aoUotns  your  county  t 

An8wei\  Yes,  sir;  it  a^joinB  immediately  on  the  north. 

Qu€8Uon,  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  the  oounty  of  Oktibbeha  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  have  heard  of  two  disturbances  over  there— one  of  a  peculiar 
character.  There  was  a  northern  man  there — a  Methodist  preacher,  belongings  to  tiie 
Northern  Methodist  Conference^  who  had  been  teaching  school  at  Starkville.  He  had 
quit  teaching  school,  and  had  cone  to  keeping  a  kind  of  store  on  the  oooperative 
system,  a  stock  concern, jsustained  principally  by  the  freedmen,  each  man  putting  in  80 
many  dollars.  This  man  was  employed  as  the  store-keeper.  A  good  many  people  would 

father  at  the  store  at  night,  trading ;  if  they  went  there  for  any  other  purpose  I  never 
eard  it  stated.  They  may  have  staid  there  to  get  information,  or  something  of  that 
kind ;  but  I  never  heard  anybody,  except  one  or  two  men,  say  that  they  had  any 
reason  to  believe  that  the  gatherings  there  were  for  improper  purposes.  But  the  peo- 
ple determined  to  inquire  into  the  matter,  and  to  letun  what  was  the  nature  of  those 
gatherings  and  everything  connected  with  them.  In  order  to  do  so,  they  got  out  a 
search-warrant.  The  mayor  of  the  town,  a  man  named  Harrington,  unfortunatcily 
made  out  a  search-warrent,  authorizing  a  search  of  this  man's  store  or  private  property. 
He  did  not  allege  that  property  had  Ix^n  stcden,  though,  under  the  laws  of  Mississippi, 
the  only  purpose  for  which  a  search-warrant  can  be  taisen  out  is  the  disoovery  of  stoleo 
goods.  It  was  not  pretended  that  any  goods  in  that  store  were  stolen ;  but  th't  people 
concluded  they  would  know  what  was  going  on  there,  and  they  took  out  this  kind  of 
warrant.  They  went  in  the  day-time  tomake  a  search  of  this  man's  stwe.  I  tiiiak 
they  found  probably  some  four  or  five  guns.  This  man  who  kept  the  store,  whcwe 
name  was  McLaehlan,  was  greatly  frightened.  The  afi^ir  createda  good  de&L  of  leeliiig 
in  the  community  among  the  white  jieople  on  the  one  side  and  the  blacks  on  the  other. 
The  idea  of  McLaehlan  himself  and  of  some  others  was  that  the  people  wanted  to  ran 
him  away — to  make  him  leave  the  community.  He  did  not  feel  that  he  had  done  any- 
thing wrong ;  he  protested  all  the  time  that  he  had  never  done  or  said  anything  that 
was  out  of  the  way,  and  had  never  had  any  such  intention.  Still  the  affair  got  up  a 
good  deal  of  feeling.  A  great  many  reports,  I  know,  came  to  our  place,  and  were  circu- 
lated through  the  country  in  regard  to  it.  The  sheriff  of  the  county,  Mr.  H.  C.  Powers, 
and  other  citizens,  told  me  about  it.  The  people  agreed  that  McLachlan's  store  shoaM 
be  gumiled;  that  |ie  should  not  be  molested,  but,  as  I  understand,  while  the 
citizens  were  on  the  watch,  fearing  an  outbreak,  a  party  of  .disguised  men  came 
stealthily  up  a  ravine,  or  something  Rke  that;  near  the  man's  store,  and  were  attmnpt- 
ing  to  break  it  open.  They  were  armed  and  made  threats.  McLaehlan  thought  they 
were  going  to  kill  him,  and  of  course  he  made  a  good  deal  of  noise.  This  alarmed  tbs 
citizens  who  were  on  guard,  and  these  men  ran  oflF.  There  were  several  indictments 
foand  under  the  enforcement  act  against  several  citizens  at  StarkviUe,  who  were  sup- 
posed to  be  connected  with  that  case. 

Question,  You  mean  that  indictments  were  found  in  the  United  States  district  court  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  at  Oxford,  at  the  lato  June  term  of  the  court.  That  really  was  not 
a  case  of  Ku-Klux,  as  we  wouM  call  it  there;  at  least,  there  were  no  disgnised  parties 
eonnected  with  it  further  than  this  party  of  disguised  men  who  came  up  the  ravine 
and  tried  to  break  open  the  man's  house,  as  it  was  supposed,  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
him  away  or  killing  him.  Their  object,  whatever  it  was,  was  hidden  at  the  time.  Ba^ 
as  I  understood,  indictments  were  round  under  the  enforcement  act,  charging  a  con- 
spiracy of  these  parties  to  deprive  that  man  of  his  liberty  and  to  make  him  leave  tiie 
country. 

Down  in  the  southwestern  part  of  the  county,  last  May  or  April,  there  was  a  raid  ot 
disgnised  men  upon  a  plantatioii  belonging  to  a  lady  named  Kice— what  we  call  ^e 
lower  Rice  plantation — one  of  the  largest  plantations  in  that  country.  They  whipped 
severely  a  couple  of  freedmen  on  that  place.  One  was  named  Moses  Rice ;  he  was  a 
preacher;  the  other  man's  name  I  forget ;  I  think  he  was  named  Abraham  ;  his  sur- 
name I  do  not  recollect  positively.  That  is  the  only  case  of  actual  disgnised  men  that 
I  have  heard  of  in  Oktibbeha  County,  with  the  exception  of  the  occurr"uce  at  Stark- 
ville  in  reference  to  McLaohlan's  store.  That  has  been  generally  one  ol  the  most  quiet 
counties  in  the  State.    The  people  there  are  generally  law-abidmg. 

QnestUm,  Does  Oktibbeha  adjoin  Lowndes  T 

Antnoer,  Yes,  sir ;  immediately  on  the  west. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesUan,  What  cause  was  alleged  for  the  whipping  of  those  two  negroes  on  the  Sice 
plantation  f 

Answer,  The  cause  that  I  heard  alleged  against  one  of  them  was  that  he  was  allowed 
too  much  freedom  and  too  many  liberties ;  and  against  the  other  party  the  allegatioo 
was  that  he  was  in  the  habit  of  stealing  hogs.  I  do  not  believe  that  in  this  case  tlie 
disguised  men  were  from  Oktibbeha  Oounty.  I  think  t^ey  came  from  either  Winston 
or  Noxubee. 

By  the  CRAiR]idL\N,  (Mr.  Pool:) 
Question,  What  do  you  say  in  regard  to  Chickasaw  County  t 
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Anstcer,  That  is  northwest  of  us,  and  is  immediately  west  of  Monroe.  A  great  many 
outrages  have  been  reported  in  that  county — some  of  them  very  serious. 

Qitestion.  Stat>e  any  yon  hove  heard  of. 

Anmcer.  I  recollect  of  hearing  a  great  deal  of  talk  throngh  the  country  some  time 
ago—perhaps  last  fall^  perhaps  as  far  back  as  the  latter  part  of  1869 — in  regard  to  some 
four  or  five  freedmen  said  to  have  been  killed  over  in  the  neighborhood  of  Palo  Alto, 
in  Chickasaw  Connty,  by  disgnised  men. 

QtteaHon,  What  other  outrages  have  yon  heard  oft 

Anstoer.  A  man  bv  the  name  of  McBride,  at  Sparta,  Chickasaw  County — I  am  not 
certain  whether  he  is  n«)t  in  this  city  now — was  very  severely  whipped ;  in  fact,  terri- 
bly, according  to  the  information  we  had. 

Question,  He  has  been  before  the  committee.  Give  ns  any  other  cases  that  you 
have  heard  of. 

Answer,  I  know  of  no  other  specific  oases.  I  have  knowledge  of  the  general  fact  that 
all  throngh  that  part  of  the  country  the  Ku-Klux  exist  and  are  very  bad  and  vindictive. 

Queetion,  You  have  heard  that  whippings  have  ooonrred  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

QuesUan,  And  that  there  have  been  four  or  five  murders? 

An«ioer,  Yes,  sir.    They  were  pretty  much  in  one  crowd. 

Question,  What  do  yoq  say  of  Pontotoc  f 

Answer.  The  only  case  of  Ku-Klnxing,  1  believe,  that  I  have  heard  of  up  there  was 
the  case  where  it  was  stated  these  parties  went  into  the  town  of  Pontotoc  after  Colonel 
Flonmoy.  On  that  occasion  one  of  the  party  by  the  name  of  Dillard  was  killed.  Chan- 
cellor Pollard  and  some  other  gentlemen,  I  believe,  who  had  been  out  hunting,  came 
in  with  their  guns  and  fired  upon  the  party. 

Question.  That  county  is  some  distance  from  yon  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  further  that  I  have  heard  of  a  continuation  of  outrages 
in  the  northeastern  counties  of  the  State — ^near  Corinth,  and  along  the  Tennessee  line. 
All  the  operations,  so  fiEur  as  my  information  extends,  have  been  confined  to  the  eastern 
portion  of  the  State  and  the  northern  portion  on  the  line  of  Tennessee. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Wisslerf 

Anstcer.  I  have  heard  of  him  as  a  deputy  marshal  and  magistrate.  I  know  he  was  a 
magistrate,  appointed  by  the  governor ;  and  as  a  deputy  marshal  he  made  some  of  the 
arrests  in  Noxubee  and  some  in  Winston. 

Question.  Yon  mean  the  recent  arrests  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  recent  arresto  under  warrants  from  the  United  States  district  court. 
He  was  acting  as  deputy  marshal. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  his  character  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  nothing  derogatorv  to  him  at  all,  except  some  statements  that 
I  heard  the  other  day  in  this  city  from  Colonel  Baskervill.  I  hear  nothing  derogatory 
of  him  out  there. 

Question.  I  call  attention  to  him  especially  because  Mr.  BaskerviU  announced  to  the 
committee  that  he  was  a  robber  and  a  mnraerer,  or  something  <^that  sort. 

Answer.  Colonel  Baskervill  and  I  have  known  each  other  a  pretty  long  time.  He 
told  me  what  he  thought  of  Wissler.  an<l  I  told  him  that  I  did  not  think  he  should 
make  statements  of  that  sort ;  that  nis  charges  were  pretty  serious,  and  I  did  not  know 
what  it  might  lead  to.  I  have  positively  heard  nothing  derogatory  in  regard  to  Wiss- 
ler. He  is  a  commissioned  magistrate,  and  was  a  deputy  marshal  executing  the  war- 
rants of  the  court,  and  was  up  at  Oxford.  M^  attention  was  attracted  to  him ,  from  the 
fact  of  his  acting  as  deputy  marshal  and  from  a  serious  disturbance  in  the  United 
States  court-room  at  Oxford,  growing  out  of  a  difficulty  between  Mr.  Wissler  and  Colo- 
nel Lamar.  « 

Question.  Yon  have  heard  nothing  derogatory  to  his  character  t 

Answer,  Nothing  at  all. 

Question.  He  hm.  a  difficulty,  you  say,  with  Colonel  Lamar  in  court  t 

Answer.  Something,  I  think,  passed  between  Colonel  Lamar  and 'Mr.  Wissler  on  the 
street ;  and  Colonel  Lamar  got  up  in  court 

Question.  Was  Colonel  Lamar  defending  prisoners  charged  with  En-Klux  outrages  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  ho  is  a  man  of  distinction  out  there,  and  was  in  attendance  in  court 
as  an  attorney ;  but  I  do  not  think  he  was  associated  at  all  with  the  counsel  for  the 
defense  in  those  En-Klux  cases.  He  was  simply  in  court.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable 
distinction,  and  a  man  of  talent.  Wissler  had  said  something  out  of  the  way,  as  ho 
considered,  when  they  had  met  on  the  street ;  and  Colonel  Lamar  ^t  np  and  wanted 
the  Judge  to  ^ut  him  under  bonds  to  keep  the  peace,  or  make  him  behave  himself. 
That  led  to  a  disturbance. 

Question.  You  were  not  at  court? 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  I  heard  of  the  circumstances  from  many 
who  wore  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  a  Mr. Reed,  who  was  in  some  way  connected  with  the  making 
of  these  arrests  recently  on  warrants  itom  the  United  States  court  f 
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Ansioer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  is  said  to  be  a  deputy  assessor,  or  something  of  that  kind  f 

Atmcer.  I  think  he  is  a  deputy  assessor  in  Noxubee  County,  and  probably  some  otJier 
coimty. 

Queation.  Mr.  Baskervill  spoko  of  him  in  rather  yiqlent  terms  of  denunciation.  What 
do  you  know  of  Mr.  Reed's  character  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Koed  has  been  about  there  four  or  five  years,  or  more,  and  he  has  occu- 
pied several  minor  positions — deputy  collector,  deputy  marshal,  and  things  of  that 
sort.  I  have  met  him  frequently  at  Columbuk  Oxford,  Jackson,  Macon,  and  all 
around.  He  is  esteemed  a  pretty  clever  man,  so  far  as  I  have  heard.  Several  years 
ago  he  had  some  connectioa  with  the  express  company,  and  there  was  some  money 
taken  from  the  company  at  that  place.  There  were  several  persons  suspected  in  regard 
to  the  matter,  and  hnally  there  was  some  suspicion  in  regard  to  Reed.  I  believe  he 
was  arrested,  tried  upon  the  charge,  and  acquitted.  I  recollect  distinctly  that  he  was 
not  convicted. 

Question,  That  was  several  years  ago  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  three  or  four  vears  ago,  as  well  as  I  can  remember. 

Question,  Did  that  affair  injure  nis  standing  in  the  community  f 

Answer.  It  created  some  remark :  but  I  do  not  believe  that  people  there  generally 
had  any  idea  that  ho  was  guilty,  tnough  1  know  there  must  have  been  circomstances 
at  the  time  pointing  to  him  in  some  way,  and  leading  to  his  arrest. 

Question,  He  was  an  agent  of  the  express  company  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  the  money  was  lost  while  the  business  at  that  place  waa  nnder  his 
superintendence  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  that  is  my  recollection.  Some  detectives  were  sent  np  there  who 
were  grabbing  any  man  they  had  a  suspicion  against.  Among  others  they  grabbed 
Reed.  But  I  have  always  esteemed  him  as  a  clever,  gentlemanly  man.  He  is  a  north- 
ern man,  who  was  a  soldier  in  the  Union  Army.  1  believe  he  was  a  scout  during  the 
war  with  some  of  the  generals.  At  any  rate,  he  is  a  smart,  lively,  active  man,  who 
conducts  himself  peaceably  and  quietly.  If  he  has  ever  done  anything  improper,  or  in 
any  way  acted  wrong,  I  have  not  heard  of  it. 

Question,  Mr.  Baskervill  said  that  he  did  not  believe  any  body  of  Eu-Klux  existed  in 
the  locality  about  which  you  have  been  speaking,  his  attention  having  been  called 
particularly  to  these  counties. 

Mr.  Blair.  He  said  there  was  no  regular  and  permanent  organization  of  men  ;  that 
he  believed  these  outbreaks  were  committed  by  crowds  of  men  gotten  up  for  the  oc- 
casion to  suppress  some  particular  offense,  or  something  of  that  sort. 

Question,  And  that  they  were  disbanded  when  the  occasion  passed.  Is  that  yoor 
view  of  the  matter  T 

Anmcer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  agree  with  Colonel  Baskervill  in  regard  to  that ;  I  think 
there  is  an  organization  there.  I  am  satisfied  that  some  of  these  disturbaucea  com- 
mitted in  Lowndes  County  have  been  by  men  from  Monroe  County;  and  I  belieTe  that 
some  of  the  men  from  Lowndes  Countv  have  gone  over  into  Monroe.  In  other  words, 
I  believe  they  have  swapped  work  in  that  way ;  1  am  satisfied  of  that  from  what  I  have 
heard.  And  I  do  not  believe  that  operations  could  be  carried  on  in  that  way  unless  there 
was  some  organization  there  through  which  they  could  hold  communication,  maJLe 
appointments,  i&o. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Questimi,  Is  it  a  fact  that  when  these  parties  in  disguise  go  and  give  men  warning 
they  say  to  them  that  they  must  do  so  and  so,  or  virithin  five  days,  or  ten  days,  or  fifteen 
days,  or  some  other  specified  time,  they  will  be  again  visited  f  Are  warnings  given  in 
that  form? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several  cases  of  that  kind.  I  have  mentioned  par- 
ticularly the  case  of  the -teacher  named  Farmer,  and  other  cases  where  parties  teaching 
schools  were  warned  to  close  them.  I  recollect  that  that  kind  of  an  expression  waa 
used  in  those  cases — that  if  the  school  was  not  broken  up  by  a  particular  time,  they 
wonld  do  such  and  such  a  thing. 

Question.  What  would  such  a  remark  as  that  indicate  f 

Answer,  That  is  one  of  the  reasons  I  believe  there  is  a  compact  organization.  I  think 
it  certainly  goes  further  than  Colonel  Baskervill  thinks.  As  to  whether  the  orgauixa- 
tiou  extends  over  the  whole  State  I  am  not  prepared  to  say ;  but  I  am  satisfied  that 
there  is  an  organization  and  an  agreement  along  the  skirt  of  country  I  have  been 
speaking  of.  There  must  be,  otherwise  it  would  be  impossible  to  account  for  a  great 
many  of  the  outrages  which  have  occurred,  the  threats  that  have  been  made,  and  the 
manner  in  which  operations  have  been  carried  on. 

Question,  Do  you  ever  hear  of  bands  of  disguised  men  going  iSito  your  State  fh>m  ovm- 
the  Alabama  bonier  T 

Jji^wer,  Yes,  sir;  in  fact,  I  think  they  have  come  over  very  frequently.  From  all 
accounts  the  wave  has  often  come  over  upon  us  from  Alabama. 
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By  the  Chairman^  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Quetiian,  Is  there  a  similarity  in  the  mode  of  opeiatioDS  as  yon  hear  of  them  in 
various  localities  ? 

Ansvoer,  Yes,  sir ;  as  to  the  disguise  and  mode  of  operations  they  are  pretty  much  the 
same  in  all  the  counties  I  have  heard  of. 

QuesHon,  What  is  the  general  impression  of  the  community  at  large  there,  without 
distinction  of  party  or  color,  as  to  whether  this  is  an  organized  band  of  men  f 

Answer,  Wei,  sir,  I  believe  that  the  people  generally  there  consider  it  to  be  an  organ- 
ized band  through  that  section  of  country.  I  speak  now  particularly  in  reference  to 
the  section  about  which  I  have  been  testifying. 

Q^e9iion,  Is  that  so  considered  by  all  parties  and  all  colors? 

Answer.  Well,  there  are  some  wno  evidently  doubt  it.  I  think  there  are  some  who 
-would  not  like  to  have  the  truth  appear.  That  class  of  men,  of  course,  would  not  say 
80  if  they  thought  so.  In  other  words,  I  think  it  would  be  their  interest  not  to  say 
that  they  believe  it. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  doubting  its  being  an  organization,  unless  it 
was  persons  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  Klan  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  did,  hear  the  matter  doubted  except  by  persons  who  were 
believed  to  be  either  members  of  the  Elan  or  in  sympathy  with  it. 

,  By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Do  you  suppose  that  Colonel  Baskervill  is  connected  with  it  f 

Answer,  Well,  Colonel  Baskervill  is  a  mighty  good  fnend  of  mine ;  we  were  in  busi- 
ness a  long  time  together,  and  I  will  tell  you  candidly  exactly  what  I  think  about  the 
matter  in  connection  with  him.  I  will  state  it  as  I  told  it  to  the  colonel  himself.  I 
think  be  is  such  an  exceedingly  strong  and  bitter  democrat  that  he  would  go  into  the 
Ku-Klux  or  anything  else  to  get  the  republican  party  out  of  power  in  Mississippi. 

Question,  That  is  not  the  question,  rhe  question  is,  do  you  consider  him  associated 
with  these  Ku-Elux  t 

Answer,  As  a  member  f 

Question.  Tes,  sir. 

Answer,  No^  sir;  I  do  not  think  so,  because  he  pledged  himself  to  me  upon  his  honor 
that  he  was  not  a  member ;  and  I  do  not  believe  he  would  make  a  statement  of  that 
kind  unless  it  was  true.    But  I  believe  he  knows  a  great  deal  about  it. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  he  would  tell  what  is  not  true  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  him  to  be  a  man  of  honor  and  character? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir,  I  do:  but  I  think  his  judgment  is  mightily  warped  in  this  instance, 
and  he  has  not  heard  of  ,a  great  many  things  that  I  have  heard  of.  In  explanation  of 
that,  it  may  be  said  that  ne  has  been  off  traveling  a  ^"eat  deal  in  different  States  as 
an  insurance  agent,  and  has  not  been  enough  about  this  region  of  country  to  be  fully 
conversant  with  what  was  going  on. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Is  he  a  violent  democrat  t 

Answer,  The  colonel  is  about  as  strong  as  they  make  them. 

Question,  You  think  from  your  knowledge  of  his  character  and  your  intimacy  with 
him  that  his  jud^ent  would  be  irarped  by  strong  prejudices  of  that  sort  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  really  believe  it  would.  I  thmk  that  scarcely  anything  in  the 
world,  except  his  personal  attachment  for  me,  could  keep  him  from  denouncmg  me, 
he  is  so  strong  in  his  sentiments  on  political  questions. 

Question,  Do  you  know- Mr.  John  R.  Taliaferro? 

Answer,  I  met  Taliaferro  once. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  By  the  way,  Taliaferro  says  in  his  evidence  that  he  is  an  intimate  friend  or 
yomrs. 

Answer.  That  is  not  so.  Are  you  sure  he  says  that  f 

Qtiestion,  Yes,  sir.       f 

Answer,  1  never  saw  Taliaferro  but  one  time  in  my  life,  and  then  I  had  only  one  or 
two  interviews  with  him.  He  was  introduced  to  me  in  Columbus.  I  am  satisfied, 
however,  that  Taliaferro  knows  as  much  or  more  about  these  Eu-Elux  onerationsthan 
nearly  any  other  man  in  that  part  of  the  couhtry,  because  I  believe  he  has  been  with 
them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  you  think  he  has  been  a  member  of  the  organization  f 

Answer,  He  denied  to  me  that  he  ever  had  been  sworn  in ;  but  he  admitted  that  he 

had  been  on  their  raids  and  knew  where  they  met ;  and  he  told  me  so  many  particu- 

arities  of  time,  place,  and  circumstance,  with  names  of  people,  and  everything  like 

hat,  that  I  am  satisfied  he  could  not  have  said  what  he  did  unless  he  had  been  with 
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them.  That  is  the  reason  I  believe  he  was  with  them.  He  told  me  where  they  had 
met,  where  they  had  gone,  and  what  they  had  been  doing. 

^esium.  Is  Taliaferro  a  democrat  f 

Afiawer.  1  do  not  know  his  politics ;  I  never  heard  him  say,  and  have  no  reaAcm  to 
believe  anything  abont  his  politics. 

Question.  Have  yon  ever  been  a  candidate  for  any  office  except  that  of  iii«yor  of 
Colnmbns  f 

,Anmcet\  1  was  appointed  as  mayor  by  the  governor. 

Question,  Did  Taliaferro  reside  in  your  coooty  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  never  lived  in  Lowndes ;  he  lived  in  Noxubee.  He  evideotly 
had  a  large  fund  of  information  connected  with  all  these  things,  and  he  wanted  t9  teU 
me  a  great  deal  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  What  is  his  character  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  have  heard  some  people  say  that  he  was  a  very  clever  fellow,  mad 
others  say  that  he  was  not.  I  heard  Colonel  Baskervill  say  more  against  him  than  I 
ever  heard  anybody  else  say. 

Question,  Whom  did  you  ever  hearsay  anything  in  his  favor t 

Answer,  I  was  introduced  to  him  by  some  parties  in  Columbus — j^ntlemen  living  m 
the  lower  part  of  the  county :  they  introduced  him  to  me  as  a  fnend  of  tbcdrs,  and 
they  went  on  to  tell  me  who  ne  was  and  where  he  lived.  They  were  drinking  with 
him — were  '*  hail  fellow  well  met "  with  him.  I  know  they  w&te  gentlenraik.  That 
was  the  only  time  I  ever  met  him.  They  are  as  nice  men  as  there  are  in  the  ooantry; 
and  I  know  they  would  not  have  introduced  him  to  me  if  they  had  not  thought  well 
of  him. 

Question.  What  is  his  reputation  in  the  country  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  is  his  reputation ;  I  never  met  him  but  once. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill  says  in  reference  to  him,  in  addition  to  what  the  chjdiman 
has  stated,  that  he  is  a  low  fellow  and  a  drunkard,  a  thief  and  a  liar.  He  aaya  that 
he  has  actually  stolen  a  mule,  and  that  there  has  been  a  requisition  made  for  lumnpon 
the  governor  of  Virginia  by  the  governor  of  J^ississippi. 

The  Chairman.  (Mr.  Pool.)  Since  he  testified  before  the  committee. 

Answer.  1  think  that  Bdskervill  has  got  that  aftair  mixed  up.  There  was  a  man 
named  Taliaferro  from  Richmond,  who  was  at  Holly  Springs  some  weeks  ago,  aa  a  to- 
bacco agent.  That  man  forged  a  check  and  passed  it  upon  the  bank  at  Holly  brings. 
The  casnier,  a  Mr.  Crump,  I  believe,  sent  the  check  on  for  collection  ;  it  waa  protested 
and  stated  to  be  a  forgery.  By  that  time  this  man  had  returned  to  Richmond.  They 
got  him  on  a  requisition,  and  carried  him  back  to  Holly  Springs. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question.  That  was  a  different  man  altogether  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  recollect  that  when  that  circnmstAnce  was  mentioned  some  one 
was  wondering  whether  it  was  the  Taliaferro  who  lived  down  in  our  country  there ; 
and  I  remember  that  the  governor's  private  secretary  at  Jackson  showed  me  the  requi- 
sition, or  rather  the  letter  asking  for  the  requisition,  which  contained  the  name  of  the 
other  man.    He  then  stated  that  he  was  certain  it  was  not  this  Taliaferro. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  have  here  a  letter  from  Macon,  Mississippi  Speaking  of  TaUaferrOy  it 
says: 

**  We  learn  that  he  would  have  been  indicted  at  the  last  court  for  stealing  Colonel 
Rives's  mule  but  that,  as  yon  remember.  Rives  was  too  ill  to  testify  against  him.  K 
it  is  necessary  he  can  be  indicted  at  any  term  of  the  court  on  this  charge,  and  Don 
Balch,  at  Brooksville,  will  furnish  an  affidavit  at  Any  time  that  he  placed  In  Taliafer- 
ro's hands  a  gold  watch  to  be  sold  by  him  at  an  auction,  and  that  Taliaferro  took  the 
watch  off  with  him  and  sold  it  at  private  sale  and  used  the  money  for  his  own  purposes. 
Taliaferro,  who  is  a  man,  as  you  know,  of  good  address  and  education,  has  fiJien  so 
low,  through  his  vile  courses  and  dissipation,  as  to  be  the  companion  and  colaborer  of 
common  field  negroes,  last  year,  on  Wooten's  place." 

Is  that  a  correct  description  of  Taliaferro  f 

Answer.  He  lived  in  Wooten's  neighborhood,  near  Brooksville ;  I  heard  him  say  so 
the  day  I  met  him. 

Question,  This  letter  says  Ihrther: 

*^  Taliaferro  testified  that  he  had  been  with  Ku-Elux  on  several  raids  without  being 
sworn  in,  and  we  are  sure  that  he  has  perverted  and  magnified  our  company  at  Brooks- 
ville into  one  of  the  irrepressible  Klaus ;  you  know  none  of  us  were  sworn  into  that 
company,  and  we  believe  he  makes  it  the  occasion  of  his  Eu-Klux  testimony.  Talia- 
ferro represented  himself  among  us  as  having  been  a  confederate  captain,  and  stated 
repeatedly  here  that  he  lefk  Baltimore  because  while  he  was  in  the  confederate  army  be 
was  placed  in  charge  of  a  number  (five  or  six)  of  Federal  prisoners,  and  that  while  on 
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the  Tuarcli  be  lost  his  prisoners  and  that  it  was  charged  on  him  in  Baltimore  that  he 
had  ninrdered  them,  (wbioh  he  did  not  deny,  but  rather  implied  that  it  was  only  too 
true,)  and  that  he  was  in  danger  of  his  life  iix3altimore.  This  is  a  very  grave  charge 
aud  is  corroborated  sabstantially  by  the  editor  of  the  Selma  (Alabama)  Times,  who  says 
in  reference  to  a  Captain  Taliaferro  from  Baltimore,  that  he  knew  of  his  murdering  a 
squad  of  Federal  soldiers  which  he  was  guarding  in  1864  in  the  army  in  Georgia.  The 
paper  which  says  this  is  tracing  up  the  identity  of  our  '  swift  witness,'  and  states  that 
iiis  name  was  J.  R.  Taliaferro^  from  Baltvnuyrey  but  not  a  captain.  There  can  scarcely 
be  a  doubt  of  this,  as  it  coincides  exactly  with  what  '  our '  Taliaferro  told  Captain 
Stokes  two  or  three  years  ago ;  and  as  the  charge  is  so  grave  it  ought  to  be  fully  inves- 
tigated outside  of  Ku-Klux/' 

Did  you  ever  hear  that  statement  made  in  regard  to  Taliaferro  f 

Aiisvoer,  No,  sir.  I  saw  a  statement  published  in  the  Meridian  Gazette  in  regard  to 
Taliaferro ;  but  I  never  saw  or  heard  a  statement  like  tbat  you  have  read  in  connec- 
tion with  him.  He  told  me  that  he  had  been  a  captain  in  Moseby's  command,  operat- 
ing in  Northern  Virginia  during  the  war.  I  heard  something  in  regard  to  his  taking 
a  mule  from  Colonel  Kives  at  Macon ;  but  I  did  not  hear  the  circumstances,  and  did 
not  attach  much  importance  to  the  matter,  because  I  believed  that  if  he  had  stolen 
the  mule  he  would  pretty  certainly  have  been  arrested  and  tried  for  it.  Colonel  Kives 
iM  an  attorney,  and  if  Taliaferro  had  stolen  his  mule  I  have  no  doubt  he  would  have 
had  him  indicted. 

Question.  It  is  stated  that  Colonel  Rives  was  too  iU  at  the  time  to  appear  and  testify. 

Answer.  That  was  at  the  last  term  of  the  court.  I  recollect  now  that  Rives  was  sick 
at  tbat  term  of  court ;  but  it  was  away  back  in  last  fall  when  this  talk  was  had  about 
tiie  stealing  of  the  mule ;  so  that  Rives  could  have  had  him  arrested  before. 

Question.  The  testimony  is  that  Taliaferro  absented  himself  from  that  part  of  the 
country. 

Answer,  I  think  that  is  so.  I  do  not  think  he  has  been  there  for  two  or  three  months. 
I  did  hear  that  he  was  present  at  the  term  of  the  court  at  Oxford.  Whether  he 
was  in  Noxubee  County  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  in  disguise  at  Oxford  f 

Answer.  I  heard  that  from  Colonel  Baskervill ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  it  ex- 
cept what  he  said.  TaUaferro  is  a  very  smart,  shrewd,  keen  fellow.  I  was  with  him 
enough  that  day  to  see  that  he  is  as  keen  a  man  as  ever  I  saw.  1  was  afraid  he  was 
almost  too  keen,  for  I  did  not  know  much  about  him ;  and  I  had  very  little  conversa- 
tion with  him. 

Question.  You  did  not  feel  very  safe  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  feel  particularly  safe  or  unsafe ;  but  I  saw  that  he  was  one  of  the 
keenest  men  I  had  met  lately,  and  I  did  not  care  to  cultivate  his  acquaintance — ^not 
that  he  did  or  said  anything  wrong  to  me. 

QuestiOTi.  That  letter  is  signed  by  George  L.  WiUiams  and  T.  J.  Stokes. 

Answer.  I  know  both  those  gentlemen. 

Question.  Do  you  think  these  men  would  be  likely  to  make  such  statements  as  those 
without  some  foundation  f 

Answer.  I  know  more  of  Mr.  Williams  than  I  do  of  Mr.  Stokes.  I  think  it  likely 
that  they  heard  all  that  they  state  or  they  would  not  have  put  it  down.  I  do  not  sup- 
pose that  they  could  prove  a  great  deal  of  what  they  say ;  I  think  they  have  written 
it  mostly  from  hearsay  evidence. 

Question.  Just  the  same  sort  of  evidence  that  you  are  giving  us  here  to-day  to  a  great 
extent? 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Except  that  you  are  on  oath,  and  they,  in  making  those  statements,  were 
not? 

Answer.  I  know  Stokes.  He  lives  near  Brooksville.  I  think  that  he  and  Williams, 
like  pretty  much  all  the  people  there,  would  think  that  any  man  who  would  come  here 
and  £:ive  evidence  in  regard  to  these  matters,  if  against  their  views,  was  not  exactly 
what  he  ought  to  be — especially  a  man  like  Taliaferro. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  would  make  such  statements  aa  this  about  any  man 
unless  they  beheved  them  to  be  true  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  believe  they  would  state  any  information  of  that  kind  about  any 
man  unless  they  had  some  grounds  to  believe  it  from  report  or  otherwise. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Are  those  two  men  active  democrats? 
Answer.  Very. 

Question.  Are  they  supposed  to  be  connected  with  this  organization  ? 
Answer.  I  have  never  heard  anything  in  regard  to  Williams  in  connection  with  th'^ 
matter )  but  I  have  heard  that  Stokes  was  one  of  the  head  bosses  in  it. 
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Question  J  One  of  the  chiefs  of  the  Elan  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  or  at  least  that  he  was  pretty  high  in  it.  He  is  right  from  the 
neighhorhood  where  Taliaferro  says  he  lived.  Personally,  however,  Stokes  is  a 
clever  fellow,  and  so  is  Mr.  Williams.    Williams  is  Colonel  BsLskervilPs  son-in-law. 

QvMtion.  Are  they  men  of  strong  political  feelings  and  prejudices  T 

Answer.  They  are  hoth  strong  democrats— just  as  strong  as  they  can  he. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  this  organization  of  disguised  men  of  which  we  have 
been  speaking  has  any  political  aspect  T 

Answer,  I  have  reflected  about  that  matter  a  great  deal ;  and  I  candidly  think  that 
the  great  and  leading  object  of  this  oi^anization  is  political  power ;  and  I  believe  far- 
ther  that  all  those  operations  in  the  form  of  '^  regulating '^  offenses  occurring  in  the 
country — "vigilance  committee"  operations,  &.C.— are  simply  outcroppings  from  under 
the  great  object,  which  is  ultimate  political  power. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  that  they  allege  such  things  as  pretexts  T 

Anewer.  I  believe  so. 

Quesium.  You  believe  that  the  main  object  is  to  put  the  democratic  party  in  control 
of  the-State  government  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  believe  that ;  and  I  believe  that  if  the  negroes  in  onr  part  of 
the  conntry  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket,  theve  would  be  no  Ku-Kloz  there.  Tliat 
is  exactly  what  I  believe  about  it. 

Question.  Hate  they  mad&any  progress  in  intimidating  the  negroes  so  that  it  would 
have  been  difficult  to  have  a  fair  election  a  few  months  ago  f 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  with  such  a  state  of  afEairs  as  existed  in  Lowndes  County, 
and  other  tortious  of  Mississippi,  in  February,  1871,  it  would  be  utterly  impoasible  to 
have  anything  like  a  fair  election.  You  ootdd  not  begin  to  get  the  negroes  to  the 
polls. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  to  say  that  democrats  would  be  deterred  from  voting  f 

Answer.  No ;  I  mean  to  say  that  republicans  would,  the  blacks  particularly.  I  do  not 
know  that  many  of  the  white  repubbcans  would,  though  there  are  many  of  them  who, 
while  disposed  to  vote  the  republican  ticket,  would  not  vote  it,  for  fear  of  the  perseen- 
tion  that  might  be  engendered.  As  to  the  blacks,  I  am  satisfied  that  they  would  be 
deterred  from  voting  the  republican  ticket,  because  I  saw  the  thing  tried  last  fall,  when 
there  was  just  a  little  intimation  of  Eu-Elux.  Any  intimation  of  that  kind  frightens 
them  so  they  will  not  begin  to  come  out  to  vote. 

Question.  Do  you  believe  that  the  operations  of  this  Eu-Klux  Elan,  if  unchecked, 
would  result  in  putting  the  State  into  the  hands  of  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  object  of  the  orffanization  t 

Answer.  I  think  it  is.  We  are  to  have  a  general  election  in  our  State  this  fall ;  and 
while  I  believe  the  republican  partv  is  largely  in  the  ascendency  in  the  State,  it  is  my 
candid  conviction  that  if  before  that  election  the  Eu-Elux  should  make  a  few  raids 
through  the  country,  and  especially  the  counties  where  the  black  vote  is  largely  in  the 
ascendency,  the  democrats  will  caiTy  the  State  l^  as  large  a  m^ority  almost  as  they 
might  want  to.  I  do  believe  that  positively.  On  this  question  I  have  talked  with 
many  of  the  most  intelligent  fireedmen  in  the  country.  I  recollect  speaking  with  one 
who  was  a  meml)er  of  the  legislature  from  Lowndes  County — a  freedman  lar^y  above 
the  average  in  respect  to  intelligence — a  man  of  some  intellect  and  education.  This 
man's  fear  of  the  En-Elux  was  so  thorough  and  abject  as  to  be  really  a  matter  of 
amusement. 

Question^  His  fear  was  intense  t 

Answer,  The  most  intense  exhibition  of  fear  that  I  ever  saw  in  my  life.  He  has  sach 
an  excessive  dread  of  anything  of  that  kind  that,  in  fact,  I  have  ceased  talking  with 
him  about  it.  I  have  seen  parties  conversing  with  him  become  absolutely  amnsed  at 
his  abject  fear  of  the  Eu-Elux.  He  is  very  ambitious  for  a  colored  man.  While  a 
member  of*  the  legislature  he  did  pretty  well  in  that  capacity.  Democrats  and  all 
seemed  to  like  him  very  well  indeed.  But  I  have  no  idea  that  ne  could  be  induced  to 
become  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  again  if  he  thought  there  were  any  En-Elnx  in 
the  country. 

Question.  Does  he  suppose  they  have  a  special  hostility  against  him  because  of  Ids 
being  a  member  of  the  legislature  f 

AnsK>er.  He  feels  so.    He  has  told  me  so. 

Question,  Has  he  been  threatened  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  there  have  been  any  positive  threats ;  1  never  heard  him 
say  so,  and  never  heard  of  any. 

Qtiestion.  Is  there  a  general  understanding  among  the  colored  people  that  if  they  will 
vote  the  democratic  ticket  they  will  be  free  from  tneee  visits  of  the  Eu-Elux  t 

Answer.  From  my  talk  with  them,  and  from  what  I  have  heard  about  it,  I  hink  I 
can  say  that  that  is  their  feeling. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  any  one  of  them  who  would  vote  the  democratic  ticket 
would  be  in  danger  of  visitation  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  he  would ;  I  believe  they  would  not  bother  him. 
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*   By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qttestiotu  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  democrat,  either  white  or  colored,  being  whipped 
by  these  bands  of  disguised  men  f 

Affstper,  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  did.    No,  sir;  I  never  did. 

Quesiian,  Ton  spoke  of  a  Mr.  Brookshire  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir.    He  was  a  man  who  was  trading  in  the  lower  part  of  Noxubee. 

QuesiUm.  I  would  like  to  know  a  little  more  about  that  case,  as  you  merely  alluded 
to  it. 

Answer.  Mr.  Brookshire  was  a  white  man  of  first-rate  standing  in  Noxubee  County. 
He  nsedr  to  trade  a  good  deal  with  Mr.  Baskervill  and  myself  when  we  merchandised 
at  Columbus.  He  was  a  man  considerably  above  the  average  of  men  in  the  country. 
He  was  keeping  a  country  store,  and  was  trading  -pretty  largely  with  the  freedmen. 
There  were  complaints  against  bim  that  he  bought  corn  and  cotton  from  them  at 
improper  times,  and  that  ne  had  no  ri^ht  to  do  it.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  warned 
by  day-time,  or  that  any  legal  proceedmgs  were  started  against  him.  These  disguised 
men  went  there  at  night  and  told  him  wnat  they  would  do  to  him  if  he  did  not  stop 
these  operations.  Everything  that  was  complained  of  against  Mr.  Brookshire — and 
this  illustrates  one  of  the  great  objections  to  this  organization^<jould  have  been  reached 
by  the  laws  of  the  State,  if  the  proper  proof  had  been  made ;  and  if  the  parties  had 
gone  at  it  in  the  right  way,  they  could  easily  have  gotten  the  proo£ 

Question.  Was  his  business  broken  up  f 

Ansver.  I  think  it  was.    That  is  my  recollection.  * 

Question.  Ton  stated,  I  believe,  that  you  ^ere  a  member  of  the  board  of  school  direct- 
ors of  Lowndes  County. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Some  testimony  has  been  given  here  in  regard  to  the  teachers  in  Mississippi. 
I  desire  you  to  give  us  your  opinion  of  their  character  and  qualifications.  State  also 
whether  they  were  natives  of  your  county  or  State,  or  whether  they  came  from  other 
portions  of  the  country. 

Ansicer,  It  was  the  earnest  desire  of  the  board  of  school  directors  to  emplov  as  far  as 
possible  resident  teachers— natives  of  the  country;  and  we  employed  very  few  from  a 
distance. 

Question.  You  gave  natives  the  preference  t 

Anmcer.  We  did ;  we  used  personal  efforts  to  secure  such  teachers.  We  wrote  a  great 
many  letters  to  prominent  ^ople  all  through  the  county,  asking  them  to  encourage 
our  own  people  to  engage  in  teaching  the  colored  schools  particularly;  because  we 
-wanted  to  preclude  any  idea  that  we  were  seeking  to  bring  persons  from  a  distance  to 
be  teachers,  lest  the  sentiment  might  go  out  that  we  were  tiying  to  bring  in  improper 
parties. 

Question.  To  what  extent  did  you  succeed  f 

Ansfwer.  We  emplox^d  in  the  county  fifty-six  teachers— forty-seven  white,  nine 
colored.  I  read  from  the  circular  issued  by  the  county  superintendent  of  Lowndes 
county,  under  the  direction  of  the  board  of  school  directors : 

^^  Ke^irly  all  the  teachers  are  old  citizens,  and  many  of  them  natives  of  the  comity. 
Repeated  efforts  were  made  to  induce  residents  to  teach  the  colored  schools,  which 
proved  successfdl  in  many  instances.  A  few  only  have  been  employed  from  a  dis- 
tance." 

I  should  say  that  there  were  not  more  than  six  or  seven  teachers  employed  in  those^ 
schools  who  were  not  old  citizens  of  the  country,  and  those  northern  men  who  were 
employed  had  been  in  that  country  from  one  to  three  or  four  years. 

QwesHon.  The  colored  teachers  of  whom  you  spoke — ^were  tney  qualified  for  teaching 
your  schools? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  were  only  nine  employed ;  and  they  were  qualified  to  teach 
the  primary  branches,  for  which  they  were  employed.  We  tried  to  get  as  many  of 
them  as  we  could  for  the  colored  schools,  where  we  could  find  them  qualified. 

Question.  Then  the  opposition  to  the  free-school  system  in  your  county  does  not  arise 
from  any  objection  to  the  character  of  the  teachers  T 

Answer.  I  am  satisfied  that  it  does  not.  I  think  the  gist  of  the  whole  opposition  to 
public  schools  in  Lowndes  County  and  through  that  section  of  the  State  is  that  the 
system  was  originated  by  the  republican  party,  and  it  was  supposed  it  would  be  a 
great  lever  of  power,  as  eventually  it  will  be.  Then  he  objection  to  the  necessary 
taxation  came  in  of  course  as  an  incidental  feature.  It  was  the  object  of  the  board  of 
school  directors  to  avoid  as  far  as  possible  taxation  for  school  purposes — ^to  exhaust 
first  every  other  means  of  sustaining  the  schools.  But  the  great  idea  and  intention  of 
the  opposition  was  to  break  down  the  public-school  system. 

Question,  The  character  of  the  teachers  had  nothing  to  do  with  it  t 

Answer,  I  am  satisfied  that  it  never  had,  as  must  be  seen  from  the  character  of  the 
men  we  employed. 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that,  unless  the  United  States  courts  vigorously 
and  rigorously  execute  the  laws,  the  colored  people  will  be  compelled  to  take  measures 
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for  their  own  protection,  and  that  you,  in  common  with  others,  fear  that  the  result  maT 
be  a  conflict  of  races  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir,  I  do. 

Questum,  What  do  yon  nnderetand  to  be  the  necessity  for  briuj^g  in  the  aid  of  the 
United  States  courts  T    Why  not  leave  the  matter  to  the  State  courts  ? 

Answer.  In  <mler  to  answer  that  question  fully,  I  must  make  a  brief  explanation. 
Governor  Alcorn,  to  my  knowledge,  has  used  the  greatest  exertions  in  every  way  t4> 
have  the  laws  thoroughly  and  rigidly  executed.  We  have  as  able  a  judiciary  in  ki*- 
sissippi  as  can  be  found  in  any  State  of  the  Union ;  in  fact,  we  are  particularly  proud 
of  our  judiciary ;  and  the  laws  are,  as  a  general  thing,  being  rigidly  enforced. 

Question.  Especially  so  by  Judge  Orr? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  especially  by  Judge  Orr — in  his  district  and  his  part  of  the  coun^. 

Question,  His  circuit  includes  most  of  the  counties  you  have  been  speaking  off 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  But  as  fair  a  test  as  could  ever  ue  made  of  the  ability  of  the  State 
courts  to  enforce  the  laws  against  these  Eu-Klnx  was  made  in  the  case  I  have  already 
mentioned,  and  as  I  stated,  were  was  an  actual  failure:  in  fact,  it  amounted  almost  to 
an  absolute  farce.  The  result  in  that  case  convinced  tne  judge,  as  well  as  m3raelf^  and 
I  believe  the  people  generally,  that  it  was  impossible  to  bring  these  men  to  Justice 
through  the  State  courts,  from  the  fact  that  the  witnesses  were  afraid  to  testify.  They 
could  not  be  guaranteed  such  protection  against  danger  to  their  personal  liberty  or 
their  lives  as  would  induce  them  to  testify  in  the  State  courts. 

Question,  Did  you  find  any  trouble  with  the  grand  juries  in  getting  indictments 
against  these  parties  t 

Answer:  Well,  sir,  the  grand  jury  in  that  case  stated  that  they  had  no  evidence ;  that 
the  witnesses  would  not  testify ;  and  the  witnesses  said  (this  is  what  they  told  naeand 
others  right  at  the  court-house  gate)  that  they  were  afiraid  to  testify  because  t^ 
thought  tnere  were  men  on  the  grand  jury  who  would  make  known  what  they  would 
testify ;  and  then  they  would  be  brought  up  into  court :  and  they  believed  they  would  be 
in  danger  of  their  lives.  So  that  I  was  perfectly  satisfied,  and  I  am  yet,  that  it  is  impodaible 
.  in  the  State  courts  to  execute  the  laws  agausst  offenses  of  that  character.  In  regard  to 
the  administiution  of  Governor  Alcorn,  I  will  say  that  he  has  done  everything  in  bis 
power;  he  has  left  no  stone  unturned j  he  has  used  every  possible  means  through  the 
civil  tribunals  and  through  the  offermg  of  large  rewards  to  break  up  this  organiza- 
tion. At  the  last  session  of  the  legislature  he  tried  to  secure  the  passage  of  a  bill 
changing  the  venue  in  certain  cases.  In  his  messages  and  in  conversation  he  expressed 
himself  as  satisfied  that  the  laws  could  not  be  enforced  in  the  counties  where  these 
disturbances  occurred,  on  account  of  the  intimidation  of  witnesses ;  and  his  idea  was 
to  have  a  law  i>a8sed  under  which,  whenever  disturbances  were  reported  to  him  and 
proper  affidavits  made,  he  could  change  the  venue  to  some  county  where  impaztiil 
juries  could  be  had  and  where  the  witnesses  could  be  amply  protected.  But  through  s 
combination  of  influences  that  measure  failed  to  pass,  tie  then  tried  to  get  the  legis- 
lature to  give  him  authority  to  raise  a  reirlment  of  picked  cavalry  with  which  he 
proposed  to  put  down  this  organization.  The  legislature  did  not  grant  him  that  au- 
thority; they  were  afraid  of  the  consequences.  Nothing  has  occurred  to  give  aoj 
check  to  these  ontraffes  until  the  movement  inaugurated  recently  in  the  United  State* 
district  court  at  Oxford,  and  the  United  States  circuit  court  at  Jaokson. 

Question,  Mr.  BaskerviU,  in  his  testimony,  stated  a  case  which,  I  think,  oocnrred 
near  Macon,  where  United  States  Deputy  Marshal  Beed,  and,  I  believe,  Mr.  Wiader, 
made  some  arrests,  aided  by  United  States  soldiers,  as  a  marshal's  posse.  Do  yoa 
recollect  anything  of  that  occurrence  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  recollect  that  there  was  a  deputy  marshal,  named  McLemon,  or 
something  of  that  kind,  who  came  to  Macon,  either  with  summonses  for  witnesses  or 
warrants  for  the  arrest  of  parties,  I  do  not  know  which;  and  the  statement  was  thst 
one  of  the  soldiers  of  the  squad  he  had  charge  of  attempted  to  take,  or  did  take,  some 
money  from  a  colored  man ;  I  do  not  know  wnether  he  took  it  or  merely  attempted  to 
take  it.  But  there  was  a  warrant  issued  for  the  arrest  of  that  soldier ;  and  when  the 
officer  went  to  arrest  him  this  deputy  marshal  refused  to  let  the  soldier  be  given  up. 
There  was  some  controversy,  and  afterward  an  affidavit  was  made  against  the  deputy 
marshal,  and  a  warrant  issued  for  his  arrest  on  the  charge  of  resisting  an  ofificer.  He 
was  carried  before  Judge  Ames,  who  was  the  mayor  of  Macon.  The  matter  was  inves- 
tigated, and  the  judge  required  him  to  give  bond  for  his  appearance  at  the  next  term 
of  the  circuit  court  lor  resisting  an  officer.  The  deputy  marshal  refused  for  some  time 
to  give  the  bond  for  his  appearance ;  but  he  afterward  gave  it,  and  was  released. 

Question,  Mr.  BaskerviU  stated  here  that  there  was  no  necessity  for  bringing  in 
those  troops  to  make  the  arrests ;  that  the  parties  would  have  obeyed  an  ordinary 
summons ;  and  he  stated  further  that  those  arrests  were  made  for  political  effect  and 
for  the  sake  of  gaining  the  rewards  offered.  Now,  I  wish  to  ask  you  what  possiUo 
advantage  coula  result  to  the  republican  party  from  making  those  arrests  in  that 
manner  f  Was  not  the  deputy  marshal  supposed  to  be  connected  with  the  republiean 
party? 
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Anawer,  Yes,  sir ;  cfaat  was  my  understanding.  I .  do  not  really  know  whether  he 
was  a  republican  or  not ;  but  he  was  attempting  to  arrest  parties  charged  with  violating 
the  law ;  and  it  is  an  entirel^v  new  idea  to  me  that  any  political  object  was  to  be 
accomplished  by  the  proceeding,  because  the  republicans  have  some  two  thousand 
eight  hundred  or  three  thousand  majority  in  Noxubee  County.  I  do  not  see  how  any 
political  capital  could  be  made  out  of  the  .matter.  In  Noxubee,  Lowndes,  Monroe, 
Chickasaw,  and  in  fact  all  those  counties,  except  Winston,  the  republicans  have  over- 
whelming majorities. 

Qnettien,  So  that  in  a  county  where  the  republicans  numbered  four  thousand  two 
hundred  and  the  democrats  one  thousand  four  hundred,  you  think  that  the  republicans 
would  not  gain  any  special  political  advantage  by  having  violators  of  the  law  brought 
to  punishment  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  see  how  they  could  possibly  make  any  political  capital  of  it ;  I  can- 
not imagine  that  the  movement  could  have  any  political  effect.  As  to  the  willingness 
of  parties  to  obey  an  ordinary  summons,  I  presume  that  most  of  the  witnesses  would 
have  obeyed  a  summons ;  but  then  they  would  have  had  no  assurance  of  protection. 
I  have  heard  persons  summoued  as  witnesses  say  that  they  would  not  go  unless  they 
were  satislied  that  they  would  be  protected. 

QMestkm,  Then  you  tnink  that  these  soldiers  were  taken  there  rather  for  the  purpose 
of  insuring  protection  than  of  overcoming  resistance  f 

Anmcer.i^  sir ;  that  is  my  idea.  None  of  the  witnesses,  I  think,  would  have  made 
any  resistance ;  but  I  think  it  likely  that  some  of  the  defendants  would.  I  do  not  know 
the  £&ct ;  I  simply  give  my  opinion  upon  the  point.  But  I  do  know  that  a  great  many 
of  the  witnesses  would  not  have  gone  unless  they  had  been  assured  of  ample  protec- 
tion, because  some  of  them  told  me  themselves  that  they  were  afraid  to  go. 

QitesUon,  Mr.  Baskervill  also  stated  his  opinion  that  by  keeping  up  &i8  strife  aud 
confusion  the  negroes  were  kept  from  voting  with  the  democratic  party.  Do  you  think 
that  is  the  case  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  it  has  anything  to  do  with  it,  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question,  Ton  think  that  if  everything  had  been  quiet  in  Lowndes  and  Noxubee 
Counties  the  colored  people  would  have  been  just  as  likely  to  vote  the  republican  ticket 
as  under  a  difierent  state  of  a£6Airs  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  would  be  more  likely  under  such  circumstances  to  do  so  than 
they  would  in  the  case  of  any  strife  and  difficulty  in  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quesium,  The  object  in  keeping  up  the  strife  by  persecutions  under  the  form  of  law 
mav  have  been  in  order  to  consohdate  the  negro  vot-e  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir  ^  I  do  not  think  so.  I  do  not  see  what  object  there  could  be  in  that. 
I  do  not  see  how  it  could  affect  pie  case  one  way  or  the  other  \  because  the  republicans 
have  now  an  overwhelming  majority  there. 

Questum,  Would  not  the  majority,  if  larger,  assi'  t  in  the  general  result  throughout 
the  State  t 

Answer.  Of  course  in  any  State  election  it  would  help. 

Question.  You  have  spoken  of  a  man  named  Hicks,  upon  whom  some  outrage  was 
committed,  and  yon  assigned  as  a  reason  for  it  some  improper  language  he  had  used 
toward  a  white  woman  Y 

Ajiswer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  that  language  f 

Answer.  He  did  not  use  the  language  to  the  white  woman.  TheTeport  was  that  he 
said  he  had  had  intercourse  with  some  white  ladies  up  in  that  neighborhood. 

Question.  That  was  the  language  for  which  ho  was  chastised  f 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir.  But  nob^y,  republican  or  otherwise,  would  justify  him  in  the  use 
of  such  language.  All  would  say  that  he  ought  to  be  punished,  and  punished  accord- 
ing to  law.    The  law  was  ample  for  his  puni^iment. 

Question.  Have  not  the  people  of  your  State  been  rather  prone  to  vindicate  them- 
selves from  x>er8onal  insult,  especially  as  to  anything  affecting  their  families,  by  more 
direct  and  immediate  means  than  an  appeal  to  the  courts  T 

Ansicer.  That  is  true ;  they  are  not  disposed  to  wait  much  for  the  regular  process  of 
the  law  in  cases  like  that.  ^ 

Question.  That  has  always  been  the  character  of  your  people  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  schoolmaster,  Mr.  Farmer,  who  was  compelled  to  close  his  school,  was, 
you  say,  an  unexceptionable  man  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  we  could  learn,  he  was.  As  I  have  mentioned,  we  went  out  to  the 
neighborhood  to  make  inquiries,  and  we  could  hear  nothing  against  the  man  at  alL 

Question.  Nothing  was  alleged  against  him  T 

Answer.  Nothing  at  alL 

Question.  And  tnat  was  the^  case  with  most  of  the  teachers  you  employed  Y 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  say  that  many  of  them  were  southern  men  t 
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Answer,  They  were  generally  sonthem  people,  or  citizens  of  the  oonntrr  of  long 
Btaodipg. 

Question,  None  of  them  were  iinured  T 

Answer,  None  were  whipped  or  beaten ;  they  were  merely  threatened. 

Questimu  They  were  notined  that  they  mast  stop  teaching  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

(i^€sii(m,  And  the  reason  was  that  the  people  did  not  mean  to  snbmit  to  taxation  for 
the  support  of  those  schools  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  great  thing  was  that  they  did  not  intend  to  have  free  achook 
The  tax  was  brought  up  as  an  incidental  matter )  but  the  opposition  was  to  pablic 
schools  anyhow. 

Question,  Was  not  the  tax  collected  entirely  from  the  white  people  T 

Answer,  That  which  had  been  collected  came  mostly  from  the  white  people. 

Question,  Where  a  tax  was  assessed  upon  the  county  it  was  done,  I  believe,  at  tiie 
discretion  of  the  board  of  directors  and  the  superintendent  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  just  where  the  mistake  lies ;  a  great  many  people  in  Minu- 
sippi  have  misunderstood  that  point.  The  board  of  school  directors  and  the  superin- 
tendent have  nothing  to  do  with  levying  tax ;  they  simply  make  an  estimate  of  ^ 
cost  of  schools,  and  they  submit  that  to  the  board  of  supervisors — what  you  call  in 
Missouri  the  county  court.    It  is  that  body  that  levies  the  tax. 

Question,  They  levy  what  is  assessed  T 

Answer,  It  is  estimated. 

Qwestwn,  The  estimate  is  made  by  the  board  of  school  directors  and  the  supenntend- 
ent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  then  the  county  court,  as  we  would  say,  or  the  board  of  supervisors; 
as  you  say  in  your  State,  levies  the  tax  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  This  tax  is  levied  upon  all  property,  except  a  certain  amount  in  the  posses- 
sion of  every  person  which  is  exempt  from  taxation  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  there  is  a  small  amount  exempt. 

Question,  That  exemption  covers  the  property  of  almost  every  negro  in  the  ooonty, 
does  it  not  f 

Answer,  It  would  cover  the  property  of  a  large  m^ority  of  them. 

Question,  It  would  bring  the  entire  tax  upon  the  white  people  of  the  county  T 

Answer,  That  might  be  so  generally  as  to  the  tax  upon  property  j  but  then  eveir- 
body,  including  the  blacks,  pays  a  poll-tax  of  $2. 

Question,  Has  that  ever  been  paid  by  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  It  is  being  paid  now  by  them ;  it  has  not  been  to  any  extent  heretofore. 
This  is  the  first  year  that  the  school  system  was  ever  cut  in  operation. 

Question,  But  that  poll-tax  never  had  been  collected  T 

Answer.  Very  little  of  it  has  been  collected  heretofore ;  but  I  think  that  was  the 
fault  of  the  sheriffs,  not  of  the  negroes. 

Question,  Those  officers  were  generally  radicals,  were  they  not  f 

Answer,  They  were  republicans ;  I  do  not  say  that  they  were  radicals,  for  some  <^ 
them  were  pretty  liberal  in  their  views. 

Question,  JPeople  in  your  State  have  been  very  much  impoverished  by  the  war,  bsTC 
they  not  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  nearly  broken  up. 

Question.  They  have  lost  a  vast  deal  of  property,  including  all  their  property  in 
slaves? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Your  supervisors  are  permitted  by  law  to  assess  for  school  purposes  a  tax 
of  one  and  one-half  per  cent,  f 

Ansioer,  That  is  the  extreme  limit ;  but  in  Lowndes  County,  where  the  trouble  began 
about  the  school  tax,  it  amounted  to  between  one-fourth  and  one-half  of  one  per  oeDt.; 
about  three  mills,  or  one-third  of  one  per  cent. 

Question,  That  tax  is  in  addition  to  all  the  other  taxes  of  the  county,  the  State,  and 
the  Greueral  Government  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  ■. 

Question,  That  taxation  was  imposed  for  the  purpose  of  educating  negroes  who  had 
formerly  belonged  to  the  people  thus  taxed  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  that  in  our  county,  as  the  circular  to  which  I  have  i^feired 
demonstrates  clearly,  it  would  not  have  been  necessary  to  levy  one  dollar  of  diiecs 
taxation  to  support  the  colored  schools ;  those  schools  would  have  been  supported  by 
making  the  negroes  pay  their  poll-tax,  and  by  allowing  them  their  pro  rata  share  oif 
the  school  fund. 

Question.  Had  that  been  done  f 

Answer,  It  had  not  been  done  previously,  but  it  was  being  done.    The  State  sehool 
fund  was  not  to  be  distributed  till  the  1st  of  June,  after  the  tsaies  had  all  been  paid 
•  in  at  the  seat  of  government. 
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Que$(ioH.  I  Qkiderstood  yoa  to  tostify  that  the  teachers  of  these  schools  were  mostly 
residents  of  your  State  ?  , 

Aiuncer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  am  speaking  now  more  particularly  of  Lowndes  Coanty. 

Question.  And  that  they  were  by  no  means  objectionable  to  the  people  at  laj'ge ;  that 
the  objection  was  not  on  accoont  of  the  character  of  the  teachers  ? 

Anavoer.  Ko,  sir ;  I  am  positive  that  it  was  not. 

QutsUon.  There  was  no  objection  made  as  to  the  character  of  the  teachers  f 

Anavper,  No,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Bat  there  was  objection  to  the  amount  of  tax  levied  to  be  applied  for  this 
(Mirticular  parpose  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€«tum.  And  that  seems  to  have  been  the  root  of  all  this  disturbance  in  yonr  part 
of  the  country  T 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  think  that  the  majority  of  the  people  who  went  into  these  dis- 
turbances were  opposed  to  free  schools. 

Question.  They  were  opposed  to  contributing,  impoverished  as  they  had  been  by  the 
war,  for  the  education  of  the  blacks,  who  have  been  so  vauntingly  called  the  ''wards 
of  the  Government  of  the  United  States?" 

Anewer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  main  hobby  in  this  opposition.  But  the  very  object 
of  this  circular  was  to  show  the  people  that  that  was  not  a  true  position ;  that  it  was 
a  prejudice :  that  the  facts  did  not  sustain  it. 

Question.  I  am  not  talking  about  your  circular ;  I  am  asking  you  a  question  as  to 
the  impression  made  upon  the  min^  of  the  people. 

Ansictr.  O,  thoy  were  very  much  opposed  to  the  school  tax. 

QviestMn.  They  were  opposed  to  it  because  they  thought  they  had  to  pay  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  they  were  opposed  to  paying  it  for  the  education  of  the  blxtcks  after 
tbey  had  had  so  much  of  tneir  property  destroyed  by  the  Qovemment  in  the  late 
war? 

Answer.  That  was  the  feeling. 

Question.  They  considered  tnemselves  impoverished;  and  objected  to  being  called 
upon  in  that  condition  to  pay  for  the  education  of  this  horde  of  blacks  without  being 
consulted  upon  the  subject ;  for  I  understand  that  they  were  not  consulted;  that  joui 
constitution  was  framed  when  a  large  portion  ofThe  people  who  pay  this  tax  were  dis- 
franchised ;  is  not  that  true  T 

Answer.  Well,  under  the  reconstruction  acts  a  great  many  were  disfranchised ;  but 
the  constitution  of  Mississippi  does  not  disfranchise  a  single  citizen  of  the  State. 

Question.  But  the  constitution  was  made  when  a  large  portion  of  your  people  were 
disfranchised  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  under  the  reconstruction  acts  a  number  of  our  people  could  not 
Tote. 

Question.  They  could  not  vote  on  the  adoption  of  your  constitution,  could  they  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;   but  a  great  many  of  them  who  could  vote  would  not  do  it. 

Question.  That  is  neither  here  nor  there.  It  was  the  fact,  then,  that  the  constitution 
was  made  for  them  by  the  negroes,  very  few  of  the  white  pieople  participating  f 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  very  lew  of  the  white  people  who  voted  for  it ;  but 
there  were  a  great  many  who  voted  against  it,  and  a  large  number  of  those  who  were 
allowed  to  vote  would  not  vote  at  all.  In  fact  the  policy  at  first  was  to  defeat  the  con- 
stitution organizing  these  schools  by  non-action,  by  not  voting  at  alL 

Question.  This,  then,  I  "understand  you  to  say,  is  the  real  ground  of  objection  to  the 
schools? 

Answer.  I  would  not  say  that  it  was  the  real  ground.  It  was  stated  or  pretended  to 
be  the  real  ground ;  but  I  am  clearly  of  opinion  that  it  is  erroneous. 

Question.  That  is  the  ground  on  wnich  tne  people  put  it  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  think  that  they  are  clearly  mistaken  about  that — ^that  they  want  to 
pay  this  tax — that  they  do  not  obiect  to  paying  taxes  T 

Answer.  O,  no,  sir.  I  believe  they  object  to  paying  the  tax,  but  I  do  not  believe  a 
tax  was  necessary'  in  Lowndes  County  to  support  the  colored  schools. 

Question.  Do  you  not  suppose  they  believcKl  it  was  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  tbey  thought  so. 

Question.  How  many  schools  were  established  in  yonr  county  f 

Answer.  Fifty-six. 

Question.  Would  it  not  have  required  for  the  support  of  those  schools  the  entire 
amount  of  taxation  allowed  by  law  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  would  not. 

Question.  Not  if  school -houses  were  constructed  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir.  We  purchased  but  few  school-houses  this  year.  We  made  an  esti- 
mate of  the  purchase-money  we  would  have  to  pay,  as  well  as  the  rent,  the  hiring  of 
teachers,  and  all  contiugent  expenses ;  and  all  these  items  together  for  five  months 
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amounted  to  $40,531  60.  We  expected  to  get  a  large  proportion  of  this  sum  from  tlw 
poll-tax  and  the  State  school  fund.  We  only  asked  for  an  assessment  of  $21,000,  aboni 
$1,000  more  than  half  of  the  amount. 

QuegtUm,  That  was  for  a  beginning  T 

Answer,  That  was  for  five  montl^  of  the  year  1871.  That  $21,000  was  for  the  part  of 
the  county  outside  the  city  of  Columbus,  in  which  there  was  a  separate  school  district 
The  taxation  to  raise  that  amount  would  be  a  little  over  one-fourth  of  one  per  cent 

Question.  What  is  the  proportion  of  negroes  to  whites  in  that  county  f 

Answer,  The  number  of  educable  children  in  the  county  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years  is  1,902  whites  and  6,108  blacks ;  in  other  words,  a  little  more  than 
three  and  a  half  times  as  many  blacks  as  whites. 

Question.  So  that  the  white  people  would  have  to  go  to  the  expense  of  educating 
three  negroes  to  every  one  of  their  own  children  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  so,  because  I  think  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  ne- 
groes, and  their  proportion  of  the  State  school  fund,  would  have  supported  the  colored 
schools ;  that  not  a  dollar  of  direct  tax  would  have  been  necessary  for  the  sn^»ort  of 
those  scoools. 

Question.  How  many  negro  voters  are  there  in  your  county  f 

Answer.  About  four  thousand  five  hundred  negro  voters  and  one  thousand  five  hun- 
dred or  one  thousand  six  hundred  white  voters. 

Question.  If  the  poll-tax  had  been  fully  collected  firom  the  blacks,  what  would  Iutq 
been  the  amount  ? 

Answer.  About  $9,000. 

Question.  And  you  think  that  the  $9,000  which  would  have  been  obtained  if  evenr 
doUar  of  the  poll-tax  due  from  the  negroes  had  been  paid,  would  have  smfiieed  to  edu- 
cate those  six  thousand  black  children  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  say  that,  because  their  proportion  of  the  State  school  land 
would  have  amounted  to  fully  as  much  as  the  poll-tax,  if  not  more. 

Question.  Is  not  the  State  school  fund  derived  from  taxation  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  is  derived  from  licenses  to  retail  whisky,  from  the  sale  of  swamp 
lands,  the  sale  of  lands  for  taxes,  the  taxes  paid  by  physicians  and  others — what  is  grn 
erally  called  the  privilege  tax.    I  think  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  colored  people 
and  their  proportion  of  the  State  school  fund  would  have  supported  the  colored  schools 
of  the  county. 

Question.  How  many  schools  were  there  in  your  county! 

Answer.  Thirty-one  white  schools,  and  twenty-five  coloi'cd. 

Question.  What  salaries  did  you  pay  the  teachers  in  the  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  Two  or  three  of  the  teachers,  whose  schools  were  very  large,  were  ptid 
$80  a  month ;  but  the  salary  was  generally  $40  or  $50  a  month ;  and  in  several  of 
the  o<^red  schools  only  $25  and  $&  a  month  was  paid.  We  got  teachers  of  ooloird 
schools  for  one-half  and  even  one-third  of  what  we  paid  teachers  of  whit«  schooii. 
Besides,  the  houses  used  for  the  colored  schools  were  very  inexpensive ;  and  weben^ht 
no  school  furniture  for  them  :  we  took  just  such  seats  and  desks  as  we  could  pick  up : 
we  fixed  them  up  cheaply.  We  did  not  buy  a  dollar's  worth  of  furniture  for  the  ool^ 
ored  schools  in  our  county. 

QuestioTi.  Do  you  suppose  that  the  number  of  colored  schools  .you  have  stated  would 
have  been  the  extent  of  those  schools — that  they  would  not  have  been  increaocdt 

Answer.  We  were  compelled  to  have  six  more  schools  in  order  to  draw  our  pro  rtk 
share  of  the  school  fund.  The  constitution  requires  that  so  many  schools  shall  be 
maintained  in  each  sub-district  of  the  county,  in  order  to  entitle  it  to  its  share  oi  tb« 
school  fund. 

Question.  Theu  you  were  not  entitled  to  draw  upon  the  State  school  fund  f 

Answer.  We  were  not  entitled  to  diaw  our  share  until  we  had  completed  our  compl^^ 
ment  of  schools,  which  has  now  been  done.  I  think  that  this  circular  which  I  barf 
here  has  demonstrated  to  a  good  many  people  that  the  poll-tax  paid  by  the  coUved 
people,  and  their  proportion  of  the  *'  privilege  tax  "  from  the  State,  would  have  sop- 
ported  the  colored  schools. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  have  what  is  called  the  sixteenth  section  fund  T 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  that,  of  course,  is  distributed^o  rata.  But  it  was  almost  all  lost 
in  our  part  of  the  country  by  insolvencies  and  thmgs  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  say  that  there  was  an  attack  made  upon  one  Alfred  Perkins  f 

Answer.  They  went  to  find  a  son  of  Alfred  Perkins,  but  could  not. 

Question.  What  was  the  accusation  against  him  ? 

Answer.  That  he  had  been  living  in  adulterous  connection  with  an  annt  of  his  br 
marriage;  she  was  a  widow^  .That  was  the  charge  against  him;  but  then  the  kv 
could  £ive  reacheil  that.  ' 
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QuesM&n.  All  these  parties  who  were  arrested  and  arraigned  at  Ox£>^d  were  let  out 
on  bail,  were  they  not? 

Anaicer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  who  were  from  Monroe.  There  were  some  parties  from  Winston 
i7ho  I  think  were  not  admitted  to  bail.  Some  ten  parties  from  Monroe  were  released 
on  bonds  of  |5,000  each;  the  remainder  of  them  gave  bonds  in  the  sam  of  $500  each. 

Qtiestion.  Then  t^iey  could  not  have  been  charg^  with  the  crime  of  murder  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  tney  were  indicted  for  murder. 

Question.  And  yet  released  on  bail  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  tell  you  the  trouble  about  the  whole  matter,  for  I  heard  it 
fully  discussed,  and,  being  a  lawyer,  I  paid  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  it.  The  great 
difficulty  in  these  cases  is  the  proving  of  the  corpus  delicti ;  and  that  is  the  reason  why 
these  Ku-Klux  men  operate  so  extensively  in  the  way  they  do.  The  general  inform- 
ation was  that  the  body  of  one  man  murdered  in  Monroe  County  had  been  found  buried 
in  a  shallow  grave,  with  a  piece  of  rope  around  his  neck.  But  in  many  other  cases  the 
bodies  of  the  men  murdered  could  not  be  found :  in  other  words,  the  corpus  delicti  could 
not  be  proved.  The  difficulty  on  that  point,  and  the  alleged  unconstitutionality  of  the 
enforcement  act,  are  the  main  points  of  the  defense  in  those  cases. 

Qu/csHon.  You  mean  that  the  oodies  of  the  men  alleged  to  have  been  murdered  cannot 
in  many  cases  be  found? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  other  words,  there  is  no  satisfactory  proof  that  the  man  is  dead  until 
somebody  has  seen  his  dead  body  ? 

Answer,  Yes^  sir ;  that  is  the  notion.  Of  course,  you  have  to  find  the  body  to  prove 
that  the  man  is  dead. 

Qu^tion.  Unless  there  is  proof  o^  that  kind,  a  man  may  be  hanged  for  murder  when 
the  alleged  victim  is  in  fact  living,  but  in  some  other  part  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  But  the  belief  of  everybody  is  that  these  men  have  gone  to  their  long  rest, 
from  which  they  will  never  return.    The  difficulty,  however,  is  to  prove  it  in  court. 

Question.  You  say  that  these  parties  were  all  admitted  to  bail  because  the  corpus 
delicti  could  not  be  proved  ? 

Answer.  1  think  that  was  the  principal  reason.  The  judge  sustained,  without  ques- 
tion, the  constitutionality  of  the  law. 

Question.  Can  those  men  be  convicted  of  murder  unless  the  body  of  the  murdered 
man  is  found? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  supreme  court  of  Mississippi,  as  I  undei*stand,  has  decided  veiy 
positively  that  they  cannot.  The  decisions  are  somewhat  conflicting ;  but  that  has 
been  the  decision  in  Mississippi  very  positively,  in  two  or  three  cases. 

Question,  And  the  United  States  courts  in  Mississippi,  in  matters  of  criminal  law,  are 
governed  by  the  law  of  that  State? 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding. 

Question.  Are  not  many  of  these  crimes  laid  to  the  charge  of  the  Eu-Klux  when  in . 
fact  they  are  committed  by  others  ? 

Answer.  In  regard  to  those  of  which  I  have  spoken  I  am  satisfied  that  they  were- 
conimitted  by  parties  in  disguise ;  in  fact,  I  believe  it  as  strongly  as  I  could  believe 
anything  that  I  did  not  see  with  my  own  eyes. 

Question.  By  organized  bands  ? 

Answer.  I  believe  from  all  the  developments  and  from  what  we  can  learn  of  their 
operations,  they  were  committed  by  bands  among  whom  some  organization  existed ; 
otherwise  I  do  not  think  they  could  operate,  or  womd  undertake  to  operate,  as  they  do. 
I  do  not  think  that  any  outsiders  committed  these  things. 

Question.  What  is  your  idea  as  to  the  influence  wmch  has  been  exercised  in  your 
community  by  those  men  who  have  gone  down  there,  and,  without  having  any  stake  or 
interest  in  the  community,  have,  in  consequence  of  the  disfranchisement  or  disqualifi- 
cation of  the  leading  men  of  that  community,  succeeded  in  filling  most  of  your  offices? 

Anstcer.  Some  men  of  that  character  who  have  gone  there  have,  I  think,  exercised  a 
"bad  influence;  but  I  believe  that  we  have  had  generally  in  our  State  a  different  class- 
of  men  from  those  who  have  been  found  in  other  States.  For  instance,  there  is  Lieu- 
tenant Governor  Powers,  and  Dr.  Smith,  collector  of  internal  revenue,  and  Gteneral 
Eggleston,  and  Mr.  Lewis,  and  others  of  that  character,  who  have  exercised  a  good 
influence ;  who  are  men  of  standing,  character,  and  property.  They  have  come  there 
and  invested  their  means.  To  that  class  of  northern  men  the  people  make  no  objec- 
tion :  they  are  clad  to  have  them  come  there ;  their  influence  has  been  good.  There 
are,  however,  I helieve,  a  few  men  in  the  State  who  were  not  residents,  who  have  proved 
to  be  men  of  bad  character,  who  have  exerted  a  bad  influence ;  but  I  think  they  are 
the  exception  and  not  the  rule. 

Question.  Is  not  a  very  clear  distinction  made  in  your  State  between  such  men  and 
those  who  come  down  there  with  the  object  of  residing  and  identifying  themselves 
with  the  community  ?  Are  not  the  latter  received  without  objection  and  with  kind- 
ness everywhere  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  the  people  like  mightily  to  have  them  think  as  they.thmk  and 
go  as  they  go. 
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Question.  Is  not  that  the  case  everywhere ;  would  you  not  like  to  have  everybody 
think  exactly  as  you  do  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  would  not  feel  like  proscribing  a  man,  socially  or  politicallv, 
because  be  did  not  agree  with  me  in  polities.  I  see  that  you  are  striking  for  the  "  car- 
pet-baggers," and  I  wiU  say  that  with  regard  to  men  who  are  so  designated,  Mis*!-*- 
sippi  is  really  better  off  than  most  of  the  Southern  States.  I  really  thiuk  that  mauT 
of  the  northern  men  who  have  come  there  since  the  war  have  been  great  accessioiin  to 
the  country.  There  have  been  a  few,  and  there  may  be  a  very  few  yet  remaining,  vzha 
have  come  there  for  purposes  of  i)lunder ;  but  I  believe  that  there  are  very  few  of  iha; 
class  of  northern  men  there. 

Question.  Governor  Alcorn  has  set  his  face  very  resolutely  against  the  schema  which 
the  carpet-baggers  have  succeeded  in  fastening  upon  most  of  the  other  States :  the 
schemes  of  plundering  by  meaus  of  the  State  legislature  t 

Answer.  Well,  I  know  there  was  considerable  jealousy  existing  between  the  governor 
and  that  class  of  northern  men ;  but  there  is  now  entire  reconciliation  and  harmouv 
in  the  republican  party  in  that  respect.  I  believe  that  the  great  mass  of  the  northern 
men  in  Mississippi  would  cooperate  with  the  old  citizens  there  in  getting  rid  of  iho<e 
men  who  they  believe  come  there  for  the  purpose  simply  of  plunder — of  making  mouey 
by  holding  office  and  then  running  away.  1  believe  that  Governor  Powers,  Dr.  Smith, 
and  other  men  of  that  class,  who  have  come  there  and  invested  their  means  in  our 
community,  would  cooperate  with  the  old  residents  in  putting  down  any  northern  man 
who  had  evidently  come  there  to  stir  uj)  strife  and  to  instill  mischief  into  the  minds  erf 
the  freedmen,  or  to  gorge  himself  with  the  profits  of  office  and  then  run  away. 

Question.  There  was  an  attempt  made,  I  believe,  was  there  not,  to  revive  the  old 
repudiated  debt  of  the  State  ? 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  that  was  a  very  feeble  attempt,  and  was  so  ridicnlonsly  absurd 
that  scarcely  anybody  would  over  entertain  it.  1  believe  a  man  named  Morgan  intro- 
duced a  bill  of  that  kind  ;  but  the  proposition  wjis  perfect  bosh,  and  nobody  seriously 
entertained  it.  In  fact,  the  bill  was  not  even  allowed  to  be  considered.  I  think  the 
report  of  the  committee  was  not  received,  or  perhaps  the  bill  was  not  allowed  t«»  be 
introduced.  I  have  no  doubt  some  improper  influences  were  used  through  some  bad 
men  to  get  up  that  measure  ;  but  they  could  not  succeed  in  doing  it. 

Question.  They  have  not  been  able  as  yet  to  load  down  the  State  of  Mississippi  with 
any  very  large  amount  of  debt  ? 

'Ansicer,  No,  sir.  There  were  some  pretty  large  appropriations ;  but  the  governor 
exercised  the  veto  power  pretty  freely.  He  remarked  to  me  the  other  day  (and  I  agreed 
with  him,  as  did  several  other  gentlemen  from  dillereut  parts  of  the  State)  that,  all 
things  considered,  the  legislation  of  Mississippi  was  as  good  under  the  circomstances  as 
could  have  been  expected  ;  that  there  was  nothing  particularly  to  be  complained  of  in 
that  legislation. 

Question.  Did  not  the  fact  that  the  governor  was  so  resoluto  against  the  frandnlent 
schemes  of  these  adventurers  lead  to  bad  feeling  between  himself  and  some  of  the  car- 
pet-bag dignitaries  ? 

Answer.  There  were  some^  schemes  of  probably  an  improper  nature  which  were 
brought  forward  by  some  members  of  the  legislature,  and  which  the  governor  opposed: 
and  an  attempt  was  made  to  produce  upon  other  northern  gentlemen  the  Impression 
that  there  was  some  personal  opposition  on  the  part  of  the  governor.  There  was  a£ 
one  time  considerable  feeling  gotten  up  in  that  way ;  for  I  was  in  Jackson  at  the  time, 
and  was  familiar  with  the  facts.  But  as  soon  as  the  governor's  position  was  under- 
stood, there  was  an  entire  reconciliation,  except  on  the  part  of  a  few  impecnnioai 
adventurers,  whom  the  body  of  northern  men  in  Mississippi  now  repadiate  just  w 
nmch  as  do  the  native  republicans. 

Question.  Was  not  the  governor  arraigned  in  the  Senate  by  General  Aines  T 

Answer.  I  think  he  was.  I  think  that  was  produced  through  certain  influences  which 
were  very  improper  and  wrong.  I  was  in  Jackson  when  a  good  deal  of  that  was  trans- 
piring. 

Question.  What  were  the  influences  T 

Ansiver.  The  idea  was  attempted  to  be  created  that  Governor  Alcorn  was  opposed  to 
all  northern  men— opposed  to  their  holding  offices,  opposed  to  their  having  any  intere^ 
in  the  State  ;  opposed  to  them  generally.  That  feeling  was  greatly  intensified  by  ft 
great  many  statements  as  to  the  governors  position  which  were  not  correct. 

Question.  Statements  made  by  whom  ? 

Anstcer.  By  these  northern  gentlemen — ^members  of  the  legislature  and  others — wbo^ 
I  believe,  misunderstood  the  governor's  position.  The  other  day  I  spoke  to  Judge 
Tarbell,  one  of  the  judges  of  the  supreme  court,  and  the  secretary  of  the  State  execu- 
tive committee  of  the  republican  party — a  gentleman  who  was  either  a  colonel  or 
a  brigadier  general  of  the  Federal  Army.  I  asked  him  how  that  matter  stood,  and  ho 
t<  Itl  me  there  had  been  a  perfect  and  entire  reconciliation  with  the  governor  in  eveiy 
Varticnlar. 

Question.  Have  these  carpet-baggers  given  up  their  schemes  of  plunder,  or  has  the 
governor  given  in  to  them  T 
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A»8^oer.  There  has  not  been  a  great  deal  of  that  thing  done;  there  waa  some 
attempted ;  and  I  will  tell  you  one  case  that  occurred.  It  wae  the  case  of  the 
public  printers.  There  was  a  gentleman  named  Baymond  and  some  others  who  had  a 
contiolling  Interest  in  the  public  printing  office.  They  charged  an  excessive  price  for 
printing  some  public  docnmenta ;  among  other  things,  $37,(M)  for  printing  a  pamphlet 
of  about  five  hundred  pages,  containing  a  list  of  delinquent  tax  lands.  A  great  deal 
of  complaint  was  made  about  it.  A  great  many  of  the  leading  republicans,  northern 
men  as  well  as  southern,  went  to  the  governor  and  told  him  that  the  matter  was  an 
outrage  which  ought  not  to  be  submitted  to.  The  governor  removed  those  printers 
and  appointed  other  men.  There  was  a  good  deal  or  trouble  about  it  at  the  time,  and 
a  good  deal  was  said  pro  and  con  in  the  papers.  But  Judge  Tarbell  and  others  have 
told  me  that  the  whme  party  has  become  perfectly  agreed  that  those  men  were  trying 
to  plunder  outrageously,  and  that  the  governor  had  done  right  in  removing  them.  He 
appointed  as  the  public  printers  Alcorn  and  Fisher ;  Alcorn  being  a  nephew  of  his,  and 
lusher  a  northern  republioan. 

Qtiesiion,  They  compromised  the  matter,  did  they  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  there  was  much  compromise  about  it.  The  whole  party  stood 
right  out  againdt  the  corruption  and  would  not  submit  to  it. 

Q^uesHan,  Your  information  in  regard  to  Ku-Klux  seems  to  be  much  more  extensive 
than  that  of  Mr.  Baskervill,  even  as  to  his  own  county.     How  do  you  account  for  that  I 

Answer.  1  account  for  it  from  the  fact  that  I  know  a  great  many  people  there.  I . 
know  a  large  number  of  republicans  and  a  good  many  of  the  people  on  whom  these 
outrages  have  been  committed.  They  have  talked  to  me  about  the  matter  pretty 
freely.  Occupying  the  position  I  do,  as  mayor  of  Columbus,  they  t-ell  me  of  these 
things  pretty  generally.  Resides  that,  I  think  there  are  a  great  many  people  in  Our 
country  who  do  not  want  to  know  anything  more  about  these  things  than  they  can 
help. 

Question.  And  another  class  want  to  know  a  great  deal  more  than  they  do  know  ? 

Answer.  1  think  there  may  be  some  of  that  cmss  who  would  like  to  make  the  thing 
as  large  as  possible ;  but  I  do  not  belong  to  that  crowd. 

By  Mr.  Buckley 

Question.  You  say  that  Mr.  Baskervill  has  been  absent  a  great  deal  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  has  been  absent  a  good  deal,  traveling  in  connection  with  the 

insurance  business.    I  think  that  accounts  for  his  want  of  iurormation  in  reference  to 

some  matters. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  anything  about  a  riot  in  Macon  oil  the  part  of  the  negroes  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir  j  I  have  heard  of  no  riot ;  I  have  heard  of  some  little  disturbances, 
but  nothing  assuming  the  shape  of  a  riot — nothing  further  than  what  we  woidd  call 
disturbances  of  the  peace  in  any  of  our  towns. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  feel  that  your  government  in  Mississippi  is  quite  free  from  corruption  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  I  think  that  the  general  character  of  the  legislation  of  our 
State  has  been  as  good,  all  circumstances  considered,  as  that  of  any  State  in  the  Union. 
And  we  have  a  very  good  state  of  affairs  there.  There  are  a  great  many  people  through 
the  country  who  are  much  opposed  to  northern  men,  or  what  are  usually  termed 
"  carpet-baggers ; "  but  the  feeling  generally,  I  believe,  is  better 

Question.  1  have  reference  to  the  State  government. 

Answer.  The  State  government,  I  think,  is  in  almost  all  respects  unexceptionable. 

Question.  You  hear  no  particular  complaint  of  the  judiciary  of  your  Stat«  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.    As  I  stated  a  while  ago,  our  judiciary  is  exceedingly  able. 

Question.  And  for  these  two  reasons,  if  for  no  others,  you  feel  there  is  no  occasion,  or 
justification,  or  palliation  for  these  Eu-Klux  outrages? 

Answer.  None  whatever;  and  I  have  never  yet  heard  any  charge,  or  pretended 
charge,  alleged  as  a  ground  for  outrages  of  any  kind,  that  could  not  have  been  reached 
through  the  civil  tribunals,  except  the  Ku-Klux  outrages  themselves ;  and  these,  as  I 
have  stated,  it  is  impossible  to  reach  through  the  ordinary  course  of  legal  proceedings, 
because  witnesses  are  afraid  to  swear  to  what  they  know. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Would  the  victims  of  these  outrages  be  likely  to  go  to  a  man  entertaining 
such  views  as  those  of  Mr.  Baskervill  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  they  would. 

Question.  Mr.  Baskervill,  I  think,  said  he  thought  that  those  counties  of  which  you 
have  spoken  were  about  as  quiet  as  any  counties  m  the  New  England  States,  and  that 
there  was  about  as  much  law  and  order  there. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  believe  any  such  thing. 
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Questum.  Are  those  comities  as  qniet^  law-abiding,  and  orderly  as  they  were  before 
these  Kn-Klox  commenced  their  operations  T 

Ansvoer.  No,  b\\  ;  they  are  not. 

QuesUon,  Do  the  citizens  feel  as  much  security  in  the  protection  of  the  law  as  they 
felt  before  those  operations  commenced  T 

Answer,  I  do  not^hink  they  do.  So  far  as  regards  general  offenses  and  crimes,  there 
are  larcenies  and  minor  offenses  to  a  considerable  extent  amons  the  blacks  in  our 
country ;  but  they  are  rigidly  punished.  The  criminal  laws  are  emorced  with  exceed- 
ing rigor  in  our  part  of  the  country  j  so  that  if  a  black  man  steals  a  pig  or  commits 
any  other  offense,  it  is  the  easiest  thing  in  the  world  to  get  the  proof,  bring  him  before 
a  civil  tribunal;  and  have  the  penalty  of  the  law  inflicted  upon  nim. 

Qaesiion,  Are  the  school  taxes  levied  by  the  same  men  who  levy  all  the  other  taxes? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtieation,  The  school  commissioners  make  the  assessments  T 

Answer,  The  school  directors  make  the  estimates,  and  the  board  of  supervisors  m^o 
the  levy. 

Qii^tion,  Could  the  board  of  supervisors  cut  down  the  estimates,  and,  if  they  chose, 
levy  the  tax  for  less  than  the  amount  of  the  estimates  f  * 

Answer,  That,  I  suppose,  would  have  to  be  a  matter  of  consultation  between  the 
board  of  supervisors  and  the  board  of  school  directors.  And  that  was  done  in  oor 
county  and  several  other  counties,  because  the  estimates  in  Lowndes  County  wen; 
at  first  made  for  $65,000,  on  the  basis  of  schools  for  eight  months.  That  estimate  i^&s 
afterward  reduced  by  common  consent  to  $21,000. 

^esUon,  Has  there  been  any  complaint  in  regard  to  Governor  Alcom*s  exercise  of 
the  pardoning  j^ower  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  In  fact  I  cannot  call  to  mind  a  single  ps&don  that  he  has  granted. 
I  do  not  believe  that  he  has  granted  any ;  if  he  has,  the  number  does  not  exceed  two 
or  three. 

QuesUm,  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  States  is  that  the  pardoning 
power  has  been  exercised  too  freely.    That  is  not  the  case  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  That  is  not  the  case  in  Mississippi^  There  have  been  fewer  pardons  under 
Qoverner  Alcorn's  administration  than  I  remember  to  have  been  granted  under  any 
former  administration. 

QuesiUm,  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  other  locsdities  is  that  the 
judiciary  is  partial,  corrupt,  and  incompetent.    Is  that  so  in  Mississippi  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  is  not. 

QnesHon,  The  pretext  given  in  other  localities  is  that  there  were  burnings  of  bam^ 
and  other  buildings  by^the  colored  people.  Has  there  been  anything  of  that  sort  in 
Mississippi  T 

Ansicer,  No,  sir ;  nothing  of  the  kind. 

Question,  Another  pretext  which  has  been  given  is  that  there  have  been  rapes  by 
colored  men  upon  white  women.    Have  you  heard  anything  of  that  sort  in  Mississippi  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  did  hear  of  one  instance  of  that  kind  over  in  Alabama — a  very 
aggravated  case ;  but  I  never  heard  of  anything  of  the  kind  in  Mississippi. 

Question.  Another  pretext  which  has  been  given  in  some  localities  is  tnat  the  Union 
Leagues  have  been  operating  in  such  a  manner  as  was  not  exactly  pleasant  or  proper. 
Have  you  had  any  Union  Leagues  in  those  counties  of  Mississippi  to  which  you  have 
referr^  f 

Answer.  I  have  never  heard  of  the  existence  there  of  anything  called  a  Union  League. 
We  had  the  "Alcorn  clubs." 

Question.  I  am  now  inquiring  as  to  the  National  Union  League. 

Answer.  There  has  never  been  anything  done  by  any  organization  of  that  kind  to 
excite  hostility. 

Question.  Another  pretext  which  has  been  given  in  certain  localities  ie  that  the 
colored  men  have  been  in  the  habit  of  mustering  with  arms  in  their  hands. 

Ansxcer.  There  is  nothing  of  that  kind  in  Mississippi.  The  militia  there  is  just  bein^ 
enrolled.  There  have  been  some  militia  organizations,  both  black  and  white,  mustered 
in ;  but  they  have  not  any  guns.  The  governor  has  but  few  arms,  and  he  will  not  let 
them  have  them. 

Question.  Another  reason  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Eu>Elux  in  some  localities 
is  that  the  militia  laws  trere  such  that  tiie  governor  had  power  to  call  out  negro 
militia  and  not  to  call  out  white  men. 

Answer.  That  is  not  so  in  Mississippi,  because  they  axe  all  enrolled.  Two  militi^i 
companies  have  been  organized  in  the  city  of  Columbus  and  mustered  into  the  service 
of  the  State;  one  company  is  composed  of  white  people,  and  the  other  of  blacks. 

Question.  Bo  that  none  of  these  things  which  have  been  made  the  pretext  elsewhere 
for  Ku-Klux  operations  exist  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  one  of  them. 

Question,  The  pretext  given  in  Mississippi  is  that  you  have  too  many  schools,  and 
impose  too  much  tax  for  their  support  T 
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Answer,  Tee,  sir ;  that  is  the  pretense ;  but  the  real  feeling  is  opposition  to  public 
schools.  The  fact  is,  the  democrats  want  to  set  control  of  the  State ;  that  is  just  "  the 
milk  in  the  cocoa-nut.''  I  know  that  last  faU,  after  the  election  in  Alabama,  it  was  a 
common  saying  oil  through  oiir  country,  ''We  must  carry  Mississippi  just  like  Alabama 
has  been  carried ; "  and  Sn  of  us  understood  how  Alabama  was  carried. 

By  Mr.  -Buckley  : 

Question.  What  was  the  understanding  in  regard  to  that  T 

Answer,  The  understanding  was  of  course  that  it  was  carried  by  the  Ku-Klux.  Some 
of  the  counties  in  which  the  republicans  had  the  largest  m^orities  were  carried  by  the 
democrats. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  Tou  say  that  in  Mississippi  the  effect  of  this  organization  is,  as  it  has  been 
testified  to  be  in  other  States,  to  intimidate  the  colored  people  and  put  them  in  a  con- 
dition of  alarm  and  terror  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  I  do  say  that  such  is  the  effect  there. 

Qtiestion.  And  you  believe  that  the  effect  will  be  to  deter  the  colored  people  from 
voting  the  repuolican  ticket  in  elections  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  that  if  about  the  time  an  election  was  coming  on  in 
Mississippi  there  were  a  few  Ku-Klux  raids  it  would  so  terrify  the  colored  people  that 
you  could  scarcely  get  one  of  them  out  to  vote.  I  know  this  to  be  so,  because  1  have  seen 
it  tried  partially. 

Question.  Is  it  likely  that  men  would  engage  in  such  crimes,  having  in  view  a  politi- 
cal object,  without  giving  some  pretext  or  other,  outside  of  the  political  bearmg  of 
their  operations  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  of  course  they  would  not  hold  up  to  public  view  the  prime 
object,  because  that  would  be  at  once  recognized  as  a  subversion  of  the  principles  of  our 
Government,  and  would  not  be  tolerated ;  it  would  weaken  them  in  their  own  country. 
Hence  they  are  compelled  to  assi^  some  other  pretext. 

Question.  The  pretext  assigned  m  Mississip£|i  is  that  there  are  too  many  public  schools, 
and  that  too  much  tax  is  imposed  T 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir  ;  and  that  in  many  instances  men  commit  crimes  which  cannot  be 
reached  by  law,  wnich  I  say  is  not  the  fact. 


[See  page  422.] 

CIRCULAR. 

Office  County  Superintendent  Public  Education, 

County  of  Lowndes,  State  of  Mississippi,  June  7, 1871. 

lb  the  people  of  Lowndes  County : 

I  submit  the  following,  in  accordance  with  a  resolution  adopted  by  the  board  of 
school  directors : 

Resolved,  That  the  county  superintendent  be  requested  to  prepare  a  circular  to  the 
people  of  Lowndes  County,  containing  information  and  statistics  in  regard  to  the 
school  laws,  the  administration  of  this  board,  and  all  other  matters  which  he  may  deem 
of  importance  connected  with  the  schools  of  this  county. 

In  accordance  with  section  23  of  the  school  laws,  the  following  gentlemen  were 
appointed  school  directors  by  the  board  of  supervisors :  Samuel  C.  Johnson,  John  M. 
Sjmons,  M.  B.  Smith,  H.  B.  Whitfield,  James  M.  Collins,  E.  C.  Eggleston. 

This  board  was  organized  on  November  2, 1870.  The  directors  were  duly  qualified 
by  taking  the  oath  <h  office. 

It  will  be  understood  that  this  board  was  selected  for  the  district  embraced  in  the 
county  outside  of  the  corporate  limits  of  Columbus,  t4ie  city  having  more  than  five  thou- 
sand inhabitants,  constituting  a  separate  district,  and  having  its  own  board. 

The  powers  and  duties  of  the  board  of  school  directors  are  prescribed  in  section  28  of 
the  school  laws,  part  of  which  are  as  follows : 

1st.  To  make  such  needful  rules,  by-laws,  and  regulations  as  they  may  deem  neces- 
sary to  aid  in  performing  the  duties  of  their  offices,  as  well  as  to  carry  out  the  require- 
ments of  this  act,  hot  inconsistent  with  the  Constitution  of  the  United  States  or  of  the 
constitution  and  laws  of  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

2d.  They  shall  divide  the  school  districts  into  sub-school  districts  for  the  acconimo- 
dation  of  the  children  of  school  age,  and  may  alter  and  change  the  same  to  suit  the 
convenience  of  the  people.  But  no  sub-school  district  shall  contain  less  than  twenty- 
five  scholars.    They  shall  designate  the  sub-school  districts  by  numbers  1,  2, 3,  &c. 

3d.  The  procuring  of  grounds,  and  the  procuring  or  constructing  of  suitable  build-  • 
ings  for  at  once  opening  schools. 

4th.  The  hiring  of  teachers,  and  such  other  duties  as  are  necessary  and  requisite  to  put 
the  schools  into  immediate  operation. 

5th.  They  may  establish  union  or  graded  schools  wherever  they  may  deem  it 
necessary. 
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Also  section  1  of  the  supplemental  act  gives  additional  authority,  as  follows  : 

"  Be  it  enacted  by  the  legislature  of  the  Siute  of  Misaisaippif  That  the  board  of  school  di- 
rectors provided  for  by  section  23  of  said  act  shall  succeed  to  all  powers,  rightSy  and 
privileges  not  annulled  by  said  act,  heretofore  vested,  both  at  law  and  equity,  in  the 
several  boards  of  trustees  of  schools  and  school  lands  within  their  respective  districts 
so  far  as  such  powers,  rights,  and  privileges  relate  to  the  collection,  settlement,  and 
adjustmei^t  of  all  claims  whatsoever,  due  from  or  to  the  said  several  boards  of  trustoes.' 

In  accordance  with  article  1,  section  28,  the  board  adopted  such  rules,  by-laws, 
and  regulations  as  were  necessary  to  aid  them  in  performing  their  duties. 

The  supplemental  act  of  the  school  laws  made  it  the  du^  of  the  board  of  school 
directors  to  call  at  once  upon  former  school  trustees,  treasurers,  attorneys,  &c.,  for  all 
books,  deeds,  notes,  moneys,  &c.,  in  their  possession.  In  accordance  with  this 
authority  notice  was  given  to  all  paities  directly  responsible  for  the  school  funds  of 
the  county. 

Reports  were  made  from  ten  whole  and  fractional  townships. 

The  original  land  maps  and  records  show  that  there  were  ^xteen  whole  sections  and 
three  fractional  parts  of  sections  reserved  especially  for  school  purposes  in  Lowndes 
County — thus  showing  that  there  are  more  uian  s^x  whole  sections  of  land,  besides 
fractional  parts  of  sections,  unaccounted  for  under  the  old  system.  What  has  become 
of  the  records  of  tiiese  lands  T  Who  now  hold  them,  by  what  title,  &c,  form  a  subject 
of  interesting  inquiry,  and  will  develop  some  strange  management. 

Of  the  townships  reported,  notes  and  papers  turned  over,  the  following  is  a  con- 
densed statement : 

T.  16,  R.  17,  W.  (Caledonia.)    Amount  of  notes $2,011  35 

T.  16,  R.  18,  W.  (Due  north  of  Columbus,  toward  the  Buttahatchie.)  Amount 

of  notes 1,889  76 

T.  17,  R.  18,  W.  (Hopewell.)    Amount  of  notes. 2,^5  95 

T.  18,  R.  17,  W.  (New  Hope.)    Amount  of  notes 3,069  39 

T.19,R.  17,  W.  (Zion.)    Amount  of  notes 3,635  04 

T.  19,  R.  18,  W.  (Beckwith's.)    Amount  of  notes 1,943  ?* 

T.  17,  R.  16,  E.  (Crawfordville.)    Amount  of  notes 2,934  ^) 

T.  17,  R.  17,  E.  (Between   Crawfordville  &  Trinity  Church.)    Amount  of 

notes 1,525  50 

T.  18,  R.  16,  E.  (Artesia.)    Amount  of  notes 8,395  22 

r.  18,  R.  17,  E.  (Cobb's  Switch.)     Reported,    but   no  notes   turned   over. 

Amount  of  money  in  hands  of  former  president  of  board  of  trustees,  for 

which  suit  has  been  brought 2, 333  02 

T.  19,  R.  17,  E.  (Concord  and  Prowell's.)  Amount  of  notes 9, 655  30 

There  were  also  turned  over  from  T.  17,  R.  16,  E.,  in  confederate  money 4, 600  00 

From  T.  17,  R.  17,  E.,  in  confederate  money b,  600  OH 

Turned  over  with  books,  T.  18,  R.  17,  E.,  in  confederate  money 442  50 

Total  amout  of  school  funds  paid  in  confederate  money,  to  former  tmstees,  in 

1864  and  1865 13,642  50 

Of  the  amount  of  notes  received  from  the  various  townships,  only  twelve  or  fifteeo 
thousand  dollars  can  be  considered  solvent ;  the  balance  is  very  doubtful  or  atterlT 
worthless,  ihe  makers  of  the  notes  being  dead,  removed  from  the  county,  or  bankrupt 

The  Ohickasaw  school  fund  is  appropriated  exclusively  to  that  portion  of  the  county 
north  of  Tibbee  Creek,  and  west  of  the  Tombigbee  River.  The  interest  is  paid  by  the 
State  semi-annually,  amounting  to  $298  each  payment. 

The  board  of  police  durin^^  the  war  used  this  fund  for  various  purposes,  $3,077  94. 
In  1^  the  board  of  supervisors  used  $694  of  this  fund.  No  part  of  the  same  having 
been  paid,  suit  has  been  brought  for  its  recovery. 

In  former  years  there  was  a  common  school-fund  derived  from  fines  and  forfeitures, 
sales  of  estrays,  &c.  During  the  war  the  board  of  police  used  this  fund,  $1,525  71. 
There  was  a  balance  in  hands  of  county  treasurer  November  7,  1864,  as  per  report,  of 
$3,774  15.    There  is  no  showing  on  the  records  as  to  how  this  sum  was  disposed  of. 

The  sum  due  this  fund  from  ihe  county,  not  having  been  paid,  suit  has  been  insti- 
tuted for  its  recovery. 

The  board  of  school  directors,  in  accordance  with  law,  authorize^  the  county  super- 
intendent, with  the  assistance  of  legal  counsel,  to  collect  the  above  funds,  in  oraer  that 
they  mignt  be  safely  invested  as  required  by  the  constitution  and  laws. 

To  this  date,  there  has  been  received  at  this  office $5,&?9  6:i 

Which  has  been  disposed  of  as  follows : 

Turned  over  to  county  treasurer,  vouchers  on  file 4,640  57 

Commission  retained  by  attorney  for  collecting  vouchers  on  file 142  «*5 

Paid  by  order  of  the  board  of  school  directors  and  at  their  own  responsi- 
bility, for  school-house  purposes,  vouchers  on  file 1,200  ts> 

Total 5,982© 
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The  sum  of  twelve  hnnilred  dollars  Wiis  boiTowed  by  the  board,  the  same  to  be  re- 
funded. 

In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  article  2  of  section  28  of  the  school  law,  the 
board  subdivided  the  district  or  county  of  Lowndes  into  fourteen  sub-school  districts, 
aceordinj5  to  convenience  for  school  purposes. 

Each  school  director  from  the  several  supervisora'  beats  ascertained  the  number  of 
educable  children  in  each  sub-school  district,  also  ascertained  as  nearly  as  possible 
what  school  facilities  were  necessary  for  the  accommodation  of  the  children  of  school 
age. 

There  were  many  obstacles  in  the  way  of  putting  the  schools  into  operation,  caused 
for  the  want  of  suitable  school-houses,  and  other  necessary  school  facilities. 

The  labors  of  the  school  directors  show  the  following  results,  ^m  the  date  of  their 
organization,  November  2, 1870,  to  this  date,  and  for  the  balioioe  of  the  year  1871. 

The  number  of  educable  children  in  each  sub-distnct  between  the  ages  of  five  and 
twenty-one  years  is,  in 
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Total 1,902         6,108 


This  enumeration  was  made  by  the  school  directors  with  great  care  and  at  some 
expense,  knowing  that  upon  this  would  be  distributed  our  pro  rata  share  of  the  State 
school  fund. 

Each  school  director  used  much  effort  to  get  the  people  in  each  sub-district  to  fur- 
fiisb  school-houses  without  charge.  Several  houses  were  obtained,  but  not  enough  to 
meet  the  expectations  of  the  board. 

To  this  date  there  has  been  needed  forty-six  houses  for  school  pn  rposes.  Of  this 
number  twenty-six  have  been  furnished  free,  fourteen  have  been  rented  or  repaired  at 
the  expense  of  the  county,  and  six  have  been  erected  or  purchased. 

The  following  statement  will  show  the  moneys  contracted  by  the  board  for  school- 
house  i)urposes : 

Amount  for  erection  and  purchase  of  buildings  for  white  schools $7, 408 

Amount  for  rent  or  repairs  of  buildings  for  whit«  schools 563 

Amount  for  erection  and  purchase  of  buildings  for  colored  schools 1, 040 

Amount  for  rent  of  buildings  for  colored  schools 226 

Total ,  9,237 

Acting  upon  the  petitions  of  different  citizens,  and  by  their  repeated  personal  requests, 
the  board  purchased  three  school-buildings  of  a  high  order,  payments  to  be  made  this 
yt;at,  :g6,000. 

In  re«5ard  to  school  furniture,  about  which  much  has  been  said,  it  should  be  tinder- 
stood^  that  no  furniture  was  purchased  except  for  first-class  white  schools. 

It  was  necessary  to  purchase  seats,  desks,  &c.,  for  these  schools,  and  the  board,  after 
investigation,  found  it  cheaper  to  purchase  furniture  that  would  be  permanent  than  to 
have  them  made  of  an  inferior  quality.  The  following  is  a  true  statement  of  the  cost 
of  these  articles : 

Furniture  for  white  schools $1, 678  70 

Furniture  for  colored  schools none. 

Maps,  reading  charts,  geographical  charts,  globes,  blackboards,  &c.,  fur- 
nished white  schools 805  90 

Maps,  reading  charts,  blackboards,  &c.,  furnished  colored  schools 300  00 

Total  for  furniture,  maps,  &c 2,784  60 
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To  the  colored  schools  have  beeu  famished  ABO  charts^  simple  geographical  maps, 
and  cheap  blackhoards. 

The  board  employed  the  best  teachers  that  could  be  secured  in  the  county,  making 
special  efforts  to  obtain  those  who  had  previously  taught  in  the  county ;  in  fact,  the 
board  required  teachers  making  applications  to  present  petitions  from  the  people  where 
they  desired  to  teach. 

Nearly  all  the  teachers  are  old  citizens,  and  many  of  them  natives  of  the  county. 
Repeated  efforts  were  made  to  induce  residents  to  teach  the  colored  schools,  which 
proved  successful  in  many  instances.    A  few  only  have  been  employed  from  a  distjuace. 

The  total  number  of  teachers  in  the  county,  56 ;  white  47,  colored  9.  Number  in 
white  schools,  31 ;  colored,  25. 

Aggregate  of  salaries  contracted  for  teachers  in  white  schools $14, 190 

Aggregate  of  salaries  contracted  for  teachers  in  colored  schools 6, 200 

Number  of  schools  yet  to  open  in  accordance  with  the  school  laws,  to  enable 

the  county  to  receive  the  pro  rata  share  of  the  State  school  fund,  about  7. 
Probable  salary  for  teachers  of  these  seven  schools 1,120 

Total 21,510 


The  highest  salary  paid  was  $150  per  month  for  a  few  teachers  in  the  first-class 
schools;  tne  lowest  paid  was  |25  per  month. 
Average  salary  of  teachers  per  month,  $72. 

The  merits  of  our  experienced  teachers,  the  short  term  of  the  schools,  and  the  uncer- 
tainty of  their  receiving  full  pay,  induced  the  teachers  to  ask  and  the  board  to  agree 
to  higher  salaries  than  they  would  have  done  under  other  circumstances.-^ 

Since  February  1  teachers  have  been  employed  at  much  lower  salaries  than  when  the 
system  was  first  established. 

The  board  takes  pride  in  saying  that  the  teachers  of  the  county,  taken  as  a  body, 
cannot  be  excelled  in  any  portion  of  the  country  for  intelligence,  high  character,  and 
capacity  to  teach. 

There  have  been  in  attendance  to  the  public  schools  of  the  county,  outside  of  the 
corporate  limiis  of  Columbus,  daring  the  present  term,  2,572  children ;  white,  968 ;  col- 
ored, 1,604.    In  many  white  schools  the  higher  branches  have  beeu  taught. 

It  will  be  readily  understood  that  most  of  the  colored  pupils  are  in  the  primary  stud- 
ies, and  for  that  reason  a  much  larger  number  can  be  instructed  by  fewer  teachers. 

It  is  evident  that  the  expense  of  maintaining  the  schools  for  this  year  will  be  greater 
than  iu  time  to  come,  by  reason  of  purchase  or  erection  of  houses,  desks,  maps,  and  the 
Uko.  The  board  of  directors,  in  order  to  ascertain  the  probable  amount  necessary  to 
sustain  the  schools  in  the  county  for  the  year,  made  an  approximate  estimate  of'  ex- 
penses for  each  sub-district,  upon  a  basis  of  schools  for  eight  months.  But  it  was  made 
in  such  a  way  as  that  the  funds  derived  from  other  sources  than  by  tax  could  be  de- 
ducted, and  the  time  shortened.  After  reflection  and  investigation,  it  was  decided  to 
continue  the  schools  for  onlj'  five  months,  and  to  ask  the  board  of  supervisors,  in  ac- 
cordance with  article  31  of  the  school  law,  to  levy  a  tax  of  $21,000  by  sub-distTicts. 
The  board  of  supervisors  emjiloyed  a  competent  gentleman  to  submit  an  estimate  of 
the  taxable  property  in  each  sub-district. 

This  estimate  was  made  from  the  tax  books,  and  was  accurate  as  to  real  estate,  and 
approximated  to  personal  propertjr. 

The  tax  levied  by  the  board  varied  for  the  different  localities,  but  making  aU  allow- 
ances for  valuations  as  above  stated,  it  was  impossible,  in  any  contingency,  for  more 
than  three  or  four  thousand  dollars  over  the  $21,000  to  have  been  raised  by  tax. 

Having  made  the  figures  accurately  over  and  over  again,  there  can  be  no  mistake  in 
this  statement.  As  compared  with  the  railroad  tax  of  $17,500  for  this  year,  which  is  of 
doubtful  legality,  the  pauper  tax  of  about  $11,000^  to  support  the  few  invalids  in  the 
poor-house  and  througn  the  county,  and  the  tax  for  coimty  purposes,  this  school  tax 
cannot  be  jtistly  considered  burdensome,  particularly  when  it  is  considered  that  there 
have  been  no  private  schools  in  the  county  outside  of  West  Point,  and  that  this  tax 
would  have  been  paying  the  tuition  of  the  children. 

The  following  is  a  summary  of  amounts  required  for  school  purposes : 

For  school-houses $9,237  00 

.  For  teachers' fund 21,510  <^ 

For  school  furniture 2,7b4  60 

Incidental  expenses,  embracing  stoves  and  fuel  for  the  county  schools,  print- 
ing and  blank  books  for  the  clerk's  oflSce  and  this  office,  freights,  rent  of 
office,  &c 2,000  W) 

Amount  estimated  by  the  board  necessary  to  carry  out  the  requirementa  of 
section  31  of  the  school  laws,  about../. ." 5,000  W 

Total 40,531  w» 
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Ab  a  nart  of  this  amount  is  to  be  raised  otherwise  than  by  tax,  particular  attention 
is  callea  to  the  sources  from  which  the  school  funds  of  the  county  are  derived. 
Article  8,  section  6,  of  the  constitution  is  as  follows : 

"  There  shall  be  established  a  common-school  fund,  which  shall  consist  of  the  pro- 
ceeds of  the  lands  now  belonging  to  the  State,  heretofore  granted  by  the  United  States, 
and  of  the  lands  J^nown  as  swamp  lands,  except  the  lands  lying  and  situated  on  Pearl 
River,  in  the  counties  of  Hancock,  Marion,  Lawrence,  Simpson,  and  Copiah,  and  of  all 
lands  now  or  hereafter  vested  in  the  State  by  escheat  or  purchase,  or  forfeitures  for 
taxes,  and  the  clear  proceeds  of  all  fines  collected  in  the  several  counties  for  any  breach 
of  the  penal  laws,  and  all  moneys  received  for  licenses  granted  under  the  general  laws 
of  the  State  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquor  or  keeping  of  dram-shops ;  all  moneys 
paid  as  an  equivalent  for  persons  exempt  from  military  duty,  and  the  funds  arising 
from  the  consolidating  of  the  congressional  township  funds,  and  the  lands  belonging 
thereto,  together  with  all  moneys  donated  to  the  BU  *^  for  school  purposes,  which  funds 
shall  be  securely  invested  in  United  States  bonds,  and  remain  a  perpetual  fund,  which 
may  be  increased,  but  not  diminished.  The  interest  shall  be  inviolably  appropriated 
for  the  support  of  free  schools." 

The  funds  to  be  derived  from  the  sources  here  mentioned  will  be  considerably  re 
duced  by  the  action  of  the  last  legislature  in  permitting  the  Mobile  and  Northwesten 
RaUroad  Company  to  purchase  all  the  lands  now  belonging  to  the  State  heretofore 
granted  by  the  United  States,  and  all  "  swamp  lands"  witniu  forty  miles  on  each  side 
of  said  railroad,  at  the  nominal  sum  of  two  cents  per  acre.  The  first  item  of  lands 
owned  by  the  State  is  estimated  by  the  friends  of  the  railroad  at  nearly  a  million  of 
acres,  and  the  most  valuable  of  the  swamp  lands  lie  between  the  Yazoo  River  and  the 
terminus  of  the  railroad  opposite  Helena,  on  the  Mississippi  River.  The  amount  de- 
rived from  lands,  forfeitures  for  taxes,  fines  and  forfeitures  for  violations  of  the  penal 
laws,  and  licenses  for  keeping  dram-shops  or  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors,  will  consti- 
tute the  largest  source  or  revenue  for  the  school  fund.  But  it  must  be  carefully  no- 
ticed that  the  principal  of  this  fund  is  required  to  be  invested  in  United  States  bonds, 
and  only  the  interest  can  be  used.  It  is  generally  agreed  that  in  the  present  strait- 
ened and  embarrassed  condition  of  the  county,  it  is  bad  policy  to  attempt  to  provide 
a  larger  fund  for  posterity,  when  the  present  use  of  the  entire  amount  will  a^nord  so 
great  relief;  and  the  board  made  special  effort,  through  proper  authority  at  Jackson, 
to  get  this  feature  of  the  constitution  chan^^ed  or  suspended ;  and  while  the  opinion 
was  indorsed  there  of  the  necessity  for  so  doing,  there  was  no  authority  to  reach  it. 

The  interest  derived  from  the  township  or  sixteenth  section  funds  will  not  be  much,  as 
the  larger  part  of  it  has  been  squandered  or  insolvent,  as  heretofore  shown. 

Article  8,  section  7,  of  the  constitution  provides  for  the  levy  of  a  poll-tax  not  to  ex- 
ceed $2  per  head,  in  aid  of  the  school  fund.  Section  5  of  the  State  revenue  laws  pro- 
vides for  the  levy  and  collection  of  this  poll-tax,  and  also  that  all  moneys  arising  from 
it,  as  well  as  the  tax  on  the  following  privileges,  shall  be  used  entirely  for  the  support 
of  common  schools,  to  wit :  on  physicians,  lawyers,  dentists,  and  veterinary  surgeons ; 
druggists,  distillers,  breweries,  rectifying  establishments,  billiard-tables,  ten-pin  alleys, 
livery  stables,  trading  boats,  commission  merchants,  licensed  auctioneers,  brokers  of 
every  description,  insurance  companies,  banks,  insurance  and  gas-light  companies,  and 
savings  institutions ;  express  companies,  ferries,  bridges,  and  turnpikes ;  transient  ven- 
dors, or  dealers  in  live  stock  or  merchandise,  licensed  inns,  taverns,  hotels,  and  restau- 
rants :  photograph  galleries,  circuses,  menageries  or  other  shows  or  exhibitions.  It 
must  1)0  distinctly  understood  that  these  taxes  are  payable  in  State  warrants  or  Stato 
money,  which  must  be  converted  into  par  funds  at  market  rates,  when  used  in  pay- 
ment of  teachers  or  debts,  thus  greatiy  reducing  the  amount. 

Also,  that  this  fund  is  distributed  pro  rata  to  each  county  according  to  the  number 
of  children  between  the  ages  of  five  and  twenty-one  years ;  and  that  the  public  schools 
must  be  maintained  at  least  four  months  in  order  to  draw  the  school  nmdsfrom  the 
State. 

There  is  a  part  of  this  county  entitled  to  its  proportion  of  interest  on  the  Chicka- 
saw school  fund,  which  has  been  before  mentioned  in  detail. 

After  the  use  of  the  funds  derived  from  the  foregoing  sources,  any  deficit  in  main- 
taining the  schools  is  required  to  be  raised  by  tax,  authorized  by  the  constitution  and 
requiied  by  law,  as  follows  p 

Sec.  31.  Be  it  further  enacted^  That  the  board  of  school  directors  shall,  as  soon  as 
practicable,  prepare  and  submit  a  report  to  the  board  of  county  supervisors,  contain- 
ing an  estimate  of  the  cost  of  school  sites,  construction,  and  rental  of  such  number  of 
school  building  as  may  be  necessary  to  afford  school  facilities  for  each  and  every  sub- 
school  district  in  the  county  or  cityj  and  shall  also  make  an  estimate  of  the  necessary 
contingent  expenses,  such  as  repairs  uxK>n  school-buildings,  improvement  of  school 
grounds,  fuel,  necessary  school  apparatus,  and  any  deficit  in  the  teachers'  fund  which 
may  arise.  They  shall,  in  like  manner,  thereafter  make  and  submit  a  report  annually 
on  or  before  the  fifteenth  day  of  3iarch. 
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Sec.  32.  Be  it  further  enacted,  That  it  shall  be  the  daty  of  the  board  of  coanty  sopbr- 
visors  thereapon  to  levy  a  tax  upon  the  taxable  property  in  each  district  safficieDl  to 
defray  such  estimated  costs  and  expenses  for  said  district :  Provided^  That  no  more  than 
fcen  mills  on  the  dollar  shall  be  levied  for  school-house  parx>oses,  or  five  mills  for  teach- 
ers' fund.  It  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  president  of  the  board  of  county  supervisors  to 
certify  the  number  of  mills  or  per  centum  upon  the  State  tax  thus  levied  to  the  col- 
lector of  county  taxes.  The  said  collector  thereupon  shall  enter  upon  separate  assesB- 
ment  rolls,  and  submit  the  same  to  the  board  of  county  supervisors^  who  shall  examine^ 
and,  if  correct,  approve  the  same.  The  tax  thus  levied  shall  be  collected  in  the  some 
manner  as  other  county  taxes  are  by  law  collected,  and  shall  be  paid  to  the  county 
treasurer,  who  shall  keep  a  separate  account  with  each  district  in  the  coanty,  and  shall 
credit  each  district  with  the  amount  thus  collected  and  paid. 

In  accordance  with  section  31  the  board  of  school  directors  asked  the  board  of  super^ 
visors  to  levy  a  tax  of  $21,000  upon  the  taxable  property  in  each  sub-district  to  pay  for 
the  cost  of  school  sites,  construction  and  rental  of  suitable  school  buUdings,  for  con- 
tineent  expenses,  and  the  deficit  in  the  teachers'  fund. 

The  board  wUl  have  funds  from  the  interest  on  sixteenth  sections  amounting  to  about 
(2,500,  and  from  the  Chickasaw  school  fund  $2,879  04. 

The  amount  derived  from  the  sources  before  mentioned  or  t^e  State  echool  fund 
cannot  now  even  be  approximately  stated.  Nor  can  it  be  stated  positively  when  it 
will  be  received  by  the  county  treasurer.  The  distribution  o£  the  fund  should  hart 
been  made  the  1st  of  June,  but  on  account  of  the  postponement  of  the  coUectioii  <^ 
taxes  there  will  be  considerable  delay  in  the  payment. 

It  must  be  understood  when  this  fund  is  received  it  will  be  in  State  warrants  or 
State  money,  which  will  be  at  a  discount. 

In  order  to  place  the  responsibility  where  it  properly  belongs,  the  facts  moat  be  dis- 
tinctly kept  in  mind  that,  after  a  tax  of  $21,000  was  legally  levied  by  the  board  of 
supervisors,  and  the  larger  part  of  it  collcMited  by  the  sherin,  all  the  delays  in  pay- 
ment of  teachers  and  others,  and  whatever  of  annoyance  may  have  been  felt^  wm 
caused  by  the  action  of  the  board  of  supervisors  in  repealing  the  entire  school  tax, 
and  ordering  the  sheriff  to  refund  that  which  had  been  collected. 

The  questions  of  legal  responsibility  for  such  action  on  the  part  of  all  concerned 
will  come  np  for  future  consideration,  especially  when  it  is  understood  that  such  action 
was  in  undue  haste,  at  an  irregular  meeting,  without  any  notice  given  to  'he  county 
superintendent,  the  board  of  school  directors,  or  the  public. 

In  regard  to  the  superintendent's  office,  a  suitable  room  could  not  be  had  at  the 
court-house.  It  became,  therefore,  the  duty  of  the  board  to  rent  an  office,  which  was 
done  at  a  cost  of  $12  50  per  month.  They  also  purchased  for  the  office  a  small  de^. 
six  conmion  chairs,  an  office  chair,  a  small  table,  a  cheap  carpet,  &c.,  amounting  in 
the  aggregate  to  $80 ;  other  office  furniture,  books,  &c.,  are  private  property. 

The  foregoing  facts  are  submitted  for  candid  consideration,  and  if  viewed  witiioot 
prejudice,  must  satisfy  every  one  that  this  system,  considering;  the  character  of  the 
teachers,  the  number  and  grade  of  the  schools,  the  number  of  cnildren  instructed,  and 
the  general  educational  facilities  afforded,  is  the  cheapest  school  system  ever  inau- 
gurated in  this  section. 

By  a  careful  examination  of  all  arguments  offered  in  opposition  to  the  public-sdiool 
system,  it  will  be  plainly  seen  that  they  have  their  origin  from  prejudice,  selfishness, 
want  of  correct  in^rmation,  and  determmed  opposition  to  the  education  of  the  maesefi 
of  the  poor  people,  no  matter  whether  they  are  white  or  black. 

The  main  lever  of  opposition  to  the  school  system  has  been  placed  upon  the  pn^a- 
dice  of  bein^  taxed  to  school  colored  children.  This  has  been  the  great  hobby.  Leav- 
ing out  of  view  the  questions  of  whether  it  is  better  to  have  a  laboring  popnlatMm 
debased  by  ignorance  or  elevated  and  rendered  more  efficient  by  intelhgence,  look 
at  the  subject  in  the  light  of  absolute,  unyielding  facts.  Come  out  from  behind  this 
bug-bear  of  prejudice  and  stand  upon  the  platform  of  truth  and  justice. 

From  the  facts  here  submitted,  which  cannot  be  successfully  controverted,  it  will 
be  clearly  seen  that  the  colored  schools  of  this  couutry,  from  their  less  expensive  char- 
acter as  to  teachers^  houses,  the  kind  of  instruction  required,  the  larger  number  oi 
children  who  can  be  instructed  by  a  single  teacher,  and  the  large  number  of  this  dass 
of  people  who  draw  their  pro  rata  of  the  poll  and  privilege  tax,  to  which  they  are  the 
largest  contributors  in  the  county  by  payment  of  patronage,  can  and  will  be  sap- 
ported  without  one  dollar  of  direct  tax.  What,  then,  is  the  result  T  That,  whatever 
of  deficit  is  required  to  be  raised  by  tax  is  for  the  while  schools,  and  to  oppose  it  or 
the  school  system  is  to  oppose  the  education  of  white  children,  especially  the  childrea 
of  the  poor,  large  numbers  of  whom  would  not  have  seen  the  inside  of  a  school-hoose 
this  year,  or  ever,  but  for  this  school  system. 

In  mentioning  the  prejudice  and  opposition  to  the  public-school  system,  it  is  not  the 
jitention  of  the  boani  of  school  directors  nor  the  county  superintendent  to  render 
'  evil  for  evil "  or  "  railing  for  railing,"  or  to  convey  to  the  minds  of  any  that  tha 
prejudice,  &c.,  is  universal. 
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Many  of  the  best  citizens  of  the  county  asked  for  public-school  privileffes,  knowing 
that  the  tax  would  be  levied  according  to  sub-districts,  and  they  would  be  obliged  to 
pay  their  proportion  of  the  cost. 

Having  had  the  privileges  of  schools  and  the  faithful  services  of  the  teachers,  the 
masses  of  the  people  were  paying  their  school  tax  until  the  tax  was  repealed. 

The  question  then  arises,  where  did  this  opposition  commence,  and  by  whom  T  In 
the  masses  or  by  a  few  T 

After  full  consideration  of  the  fact«  presented  and  the  benefits  derived,  let  the  peo- 
ple answer. 

Respectfully, 

J.  N.  BISHOP, 
Ckmnty  8ujp^t<f  Education  and  President  of  the  Board  of  School  Directors. 


Washington,  D.  C,  August  4, 1871. 
GEORGE  B.  PICKETT  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  As  you  are  more  conversant,  Mr.  Buckley,  witti  the 
nature  of  this  witness's  testimony  than  I  am,  you  will  please  open  the  examination. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Iki  you  belong  to  the  Army  of  the  United  States  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  am  at  present  stationed  at  Aberdeen,  Mississippi.  For  the  past 
two  months  I  have  been  stationed  at  Pontotoc,  Mississippi,  commanding  a  detachment 
of  the  Sixteenth  Infantry. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  on  service  in  the  State  of  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  About  thx^  years  and  a  half.  I  went  there  in  1867,  but  since  that  time  I 
have  been  absent  from  there  about  one  year  in  Kentucky,  where  my  company  was  sent. 

Question.  In  what  places  in  Biississippi  have  you  been  stationed  t 

Answer.  I  have  been  stationed  in  Grenada,  CerroUton,  Greensboro,  McNutt,  Jackson, 
Vioksburg, Lauderdale,  Aberdeen,  and  Pontotoc;  but  it  was  in  1867, 1868,  and  1869  that 
I  was  at  most  of  these  stations. 

Question.  Which  were  your  most  recent  stations  ? 

Answer.  Aberdeen,  Pontotoc,  and  Vicksburg. 

Question.  The  object  of  this  investigation  is  to  inquire  into  the  condition  of  the  late 
insurrectionary  States,  and  from  you  more  particularly  as  to  the  State  of  Mississippi, 
with  respect  to  the  security  of  property  and  life.  I  will  state  that  in  giving  your  tes- 
timony you  are  not  confined  to  your  personal  knowledge,  but  you  may  give  any  infor- 
mation which  you  have  derived  from  sources  you  deem  reliable.  State  whether  dis- 
turbances, scoursings,  or  other  outrages  or  (^mes  have  been  committed  within  that 
State,  either  within  your  own  knowledge  or  upon  information  on  which  you  rely. 

Answer.  The  last  election  in  Mississippi  was,  I  believe,  in  1868 — the  election  when 
Alcorn  was  elected  governor.  About  two  months  previous  to  that  election  I  had  com- 
mand of  Sunflower  County  j  I  was  military  inspector.  The  county  was  a  very  large 
one ;  it  had,  I  believe,  fifteen  registrars.  The  sheriff  came  to  me  one  day  and  wanted 
me  to' go  down  with  a  detachment  of  men  to  a  place  where  it  was  stated  one  of  our 
boxes  had  been  broken  up,  and  the  people  not  allowed  to  assemble.  I  did  not  believe 
the  report,  and  told  him  I  guessed  I  would  not  go ;  that  he  might  go  down  with  a 
deputy  sheriff  and  see  what  the  trouble  was.  He  went  down,  and  was  captured  by  a 
mob  of  about  one  hundred  and  seventy-five  men,  at  a  place  called  Young's  Store  or 
Young's  Ferry^  on  the  Yazoo.  There  is  a  little  town  called  Greenwood  about  two  miles 
on  the  other  side.  They  put  him  there  in  a  drug  store,  kept  him  several  hours,  and 
then  released  him.  He  came  back  the  next  day,  about  5  o'clock,  and  told  me  what  was 
up.  I  had  only  one  horse  and  four  mules.  I  mounted  four  of  my  men  on  mules,  took 
the  horse  myself,  and  started  to  stop  this  trouble.  I  went  to  a  place  called  Boyd's,  on 
the  Tallahatchee  River,  nine  miles  fi-om  my  headquarters.  I  there  met  three  companies 
of  men,  one  from  Sunflower  County,  one  from  Tallahatchee^  and  one  from  Carroll. 
They  were  under  the  command  of  Dr.  Gibson,  who  was  acting  as  m%jor.  The  men  were 
not  disguised  at  all.  They  saw  me  coming  down  the  lane,  which  was  about  four  miles 
long.  They  sent  out  eight  men  to  see  who  was  coming.  We  were  riding  very  fast. 
The  negroes  alons  the  road  were  rushing  out  when  they  saw  us,  and  were  hallooing, 
"  For  God's  sake,  nurry  on  I  They  are  killing  us  all !"  I  rode  on  without  paying  mucn 
attention  to  them.  When  I  got  pretty  close  to  Boyd's  these  men  rode  out  to  meet  me. 
I  halted  my  men,  and  told  them  all  to  load  their  pieces.  They  were  armed  with  breech- 
loaders ;  I  had  two  navy  revolvers.  They  loaded  their  pieces,  and  I  started  on  at  full  gal- 
lop. I  told  my  men  that  if  I  took  my  cap  and  motioned  it  they  were  to  halt ;  if  not  they 
were  to  fire  at  once,  and  we  would  clean  out  that  party  of  eight,  and  then  if  necessary 
retreat  to  McNutt.    I  motioned  my  cap,  and  they  lialted.    One  of  the  men,  Jeff.  McEf 
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more,  happened  to  be  an  acquaintance  of  mine ;  I  bad  met  bim  one  or  two  years  before. 
He  8»id,  "  Pickett,  what  are  yon  doing  here  1"  I  told  bim  I  was  statione<l  there  in 
command  of  Sunflower  County,  and  had  come  there  to  see  what  the  trouble  was.  I 
said  to  him,  *^  What  in  the  devil  is  the  matter  with  you  people  any  way  T  What  are 
you  over  here  for  f"  They  lived  across  tbe  Yazoo  River.  Said  he,  "  By  Uod,  these  nig- 
gers are  tr^png  to  run  this  country,  and  we  are  going  to  stop  themr."  "  O,*'  said  I. 
*^  Jeff,  that  is  sQl  foolishness."  I  knew  his  father  and  au  his  folks,  and  felt  very  kindly 
toward  him.  Said  I,  ^^  I  will  ride  down  and  see  these  other  men."  I  asked  bim  who 
was  in  commlind.  He  said  Dr.  Gibson  was,  and  that  there  were  three  companies — 
one  hundred  and  flfty-four  men  altogether.  I  went  down  there  and  met  Dr.  Gibson,  a 
very  hot-headed  fellow.  He  said,  *' You  God  damned  Yankee  son  of  a  bitch,  what  are 
you  doing  down  here  f '  I  said  I  had  been  sent  there  by  the  military  authorities  to 
command  Sunflower  County,  and  to  keep  peace  and  order  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  and 
that  I  proposed  to  do  it.  Said  he,  ^*  God  damn  you,  you  don't  tbink  that  witb  four  men 
you  can  lick  out  my  crowd  f  Said  I,  "  1  didn't  come  here  for  that  purpose;  I  didn't 
come  here  to  fight,  but  to  have  yon  disband  your  men,  if  possible.''  Said  he,  *'  By  God, 
I  don't  propose  to  do  it.  I  am  goin^i;  to  McNutt,  and  I  am  going  to  kill  every  God 
damned  nigger  on  the  road."  I  replied,  "You  will  have  a  pretty  good  time  before  yon 
get  through.  I  order  you  to  disperse  these  men  and  go  home."  Said  he,  "  I'll  be  God 
oanmed  if  I  will.  The  Government  sends  down  God  damned  radicals,  niggers,  and  one 
thing  or  other  to  overrun  the  people,  and  we  are  not  going  to  stand  it/^  I  told  him 
that  there  was  no  use  of  talking  to  me  in  that  way ;  that  I  was  sent  there  as  a  military 
officer,  not  to  ask  any  office  of  the  people,  but  simply  to  obey  my  orders  as  a  lieutenant. 
I  remonstrated  with  them  a  while.  Pretty  soon  we  saw  a  boat  coming  up  from  Vicks- 
burg.  The  captain,  when  he  saw  the  big  crowd  on  the  banks,  was  not  gding  to  land. 
I  ca&ed  to  him,  and  he  landed.  The  officers  of  this  mob  and  myself  took  supper  on  the 
boat.  I  closed  up  the  bar.  Gibson  told  me  we  had  better  not  allow  the  men  to  have 
anything  to  drink,  or  he  would  not  be  able  to  control  them.  He  seemed  willing  then 
to  disperse  bis  men.  I  stationed  three  men— one  on  the  Tallahatchee  River  road,  another 
on  the  McNutt  road,  and  another  I  kept  as  au  orderly  at  Boyd's  store,  whicb  I  made  my 
headquarters.  It  was  expected  the  negroes  would  all  be  armed ;  and  there  were  about 
ten  negroes  to  one  white  man  in  the  county.  I  gave  my  men  orders  to  halt  all  persons 
approaching,  and  in  case  they  saw  any  armed  bodies  of  negroes  to  tell  them  to  go  back 
home ;  that  everything  was  quiet ;  that  I  had  dispersed  the  Gibson  band,  and  would 
see  them  protected. 

About  12  o'clock,  Gibson's  men  dispersed  and  went  home.  I  went  back  to  McNutt, 
about  nine  miles  distant ;  arriving  there  about  2  o'clock.  When  I  got  into  town,  I  was 
halted  by  a  sentinel — a  negro  on  picket  there.  About  forty  of  the  negroes  bad  assem- 
bled at  the  court-house,  and  the  sheriff  and  three  or  four  other  white  men  were  there. 
The  rest  of  my  men  were  back  of  me.  The  negroes  had  been  pretty  badly  scared ;  but 
when  they  saw  me  and  I  told  them  things  were  all  right,  they  quieted  down. 

This  mob  of  Gibson's,  before  I  met  them,  had  killed  two  men.  I  went  to  see  them, 
and  helped  lay  them  out  in  a  cabin  near  Boyd's  store. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Were  they  colored  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    I  mentioned  this  fact  in  my  report  to  the  military  authorities. 

(By  Mr.  Buckley  :) 

Question.  This  was  while  the  State  was  under  the  provisional  government  f 

Ansu}er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Can  ^ou  speak  of  occurrences  more  recent  than  those  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  My  company  was  up  in  Kentucky  for  about  a  year,  and  came  back 
to  Mississippi  about  four  months  ago,  right  after  the  whipping  of  Colonel  Hnggins. 
We  were  sent  to  Mississippi,  I  suppose,  on  that  account.  We  went  to  Aberdeen,  and 
remained  there  some  two  months,  when  I  was  ordered  to  Pontotoc  County  in  command 
of  thirty  men.  I  have  been  there  twice.  I  went  at  the  request  of  Groviemor  Alcorn, 
who  telegraphed  for  assistance.  Thirty-five  disguised  men,  called  Eu-Klux,  rode  into 
the  town  of  Pontotoc  one  night,  between  12  and  1  o'clock,  and  inquired  at  a  house  in 
town  for  Colonel  Floumoy .  They  were  halted  by  Judge  Pollard,  the  chancellor  of  that 
district,  who  demanded  their  surrender.  They  fired  at  him.  He  had  eight  ipen  con- 
cealed behind  a  brick  house ;  they  stepped  out  and  fired  on  tbe  disguised  men,  who 
retreated.  The  disguised  men  had  a  kind  of  born  which  they  blew,  trying  to  rally 
their  men,  who  had  got  scattered.  The  men  with  Pollard  were  armed  with  double- 
barreled  shot-guns.  It  appears  that  at  the  first  volley  nobody  was  killed ;  nobody  fell 
from  his  horse.  .  Then  Colonel  Floumoy,  who  lives  in  Pontotoc,  and  is  the  editor  of  a 
republican  pfi^por  there,  went  with  two  or  three  others,  and  headed  off  the  party  on  a 
cross  street.  They  fired  again,  I  think,  and  one  of  the  disguised  party  was  idUed ;  at 
least  he  died  in  a  few  hours  afterward.    His  name  was  Dillara.    They  carried  him 

^wn  to  the  jail  and  took  off  his  mask.    He  died,  I  think,  in  throe  or  four  hours. 


MISSISSIPPI.  461 

I  was  sent  up  to  Pontotoc,  at  the  request  of  Governor  Alcorn.  I  arrived  there  two 
days  after  this  occurrence.  I  suppose  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  the  town  of 
Pontotoc  were  willing  to  fight  these  Ku-Klux ;  they  were  opposed  to  them. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question,  Do  you  mean  two-thirds  of  the  white  men  ? 

Answer,  Well,  about  two-thirds  of  the  white  people.  There  are  not  more  than  sixty 
people  there,  I  suppose.  Still  they  were  very  sorry  that  this  man  had  been  killed. 
They  received  me  very  kindly.  I  went  up  with  a  detachment  of  troops.  Judge  Pol- 
lard called  a  meeting  of  the  leading  citizens.  I  wanted  to  know  whether  it  was  neces- 
sary for  me  to  remain  there.  I  dia  not  want  to  stay  in  that  little  out-of-the-way  place 
imless  it  was  necessary.  They  decided  among  them  that  they  could  keep  things  in 
order ;  and  they  left  it  discretionary  with  me  whether  to  remain  there  or  return  home. 
I  returned,  simply  because  I  did  not  care  to  stay  in  that  little  town  unless  I  had  posi- 
tive orders  to  remain.  I  returned  to  Aberdeen,  and  remained  there  about  one  month, 
when  orders  came  from  General  Terry,  commanding  the  Department  of  the  South,  to 
send  one  officer  and  thirty  men  to  Pontotoc.  I,  being  the  officer  on  duty  at  the  time, 
was  sent.  I  went  up  there,  and  established  myself  in  the  court-house.  During  all  the 
time  I  was  there,  everything  was  perfectly  quiet  in  the  town  and  in  the  county.  They 
had  a  democratic  convention  while  I  was  there ;  and  everything  was  carried  on  quietly. 
I  think,  though,  that  the  reason  was  there  were  troops  there ;  that  is  my  candid  opinion. 
I  understood  from  prominent  men  that  the  whole  Ku-Klux  ticket  was  nominated ;  a 
man  who,  they  said,  was  grand  cyclops  of  the  county  was  nominated  for  sheriff.  There 
was  a  good  deal  of  ill-feeUug  about  it,  for  quite  a  number  of  democrats  in  the  county 
were  opposed  to  this  organization.  Over  in  Monroe  County,  when  I  arrived  there,  the 
officers  were  telling  me  of  the  reception  which  was  given  on  the  return  of  the  men  who 
were  arrested  charged  with  being  Ku-Klux.  Lieutenant  McCoy  of  my  regiment  had 
arrested  thirty-seven. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Quesiwn.  When  was  this  t 

Answer,  About  six  weeks  ago,  I  think.  The  men  arrested  were  sent  up  to  Oxford 
under  charge  of  the  military,  with  ten  soldiers  guarding  them.  The  men  had  an  ex- 
amination before  the  United  States  commissioner ;  and  then  they  had  a  hearing  upon 
a  writ  of  habeas  oorpus  before  Judge  Hill,  a  United  States  jud^e.  All  but  ten  were  re- 
leased, being  bound  over  in  the  sum  of  $5,000  each.  They  all  returned  to  Aberdeen 
together.  The  night  they  returned  from  Oxford,  they  telegraphed  that  they  would  be 
at  Aberdeen  that  night.  The  people  all  turned  out,  and  gave  them  a  grand  reception, 
firing  cannon  and  playing  music ;  they  gave  them  a  supper,  and  had  a  good  time  gen- 
erally. 

QuesUon,  Did  the  citizens  go  out  to  meet  them  t 

Answer,  All,  I  suppose,  except  about  fifteen  white  citizens.  Probably  a  few  darkeys 
followed  along  to  see  what  was  up. 

Question,  Have  you  known  of  any  other  ridings  of  disguised  men  in  that  section  of 
the  State  5 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  several  raids  over  in  the  adjoining  counties.  I  have  heard 
of  one  or  two  in  Lowndes  County,  and  one  or  two  in  Oktibbeha.  Since  our  arrival 
there,  Captain  Rose,  captain  of  our  company,  was  requested  to  make  a  report  to  Gen- 
eral Terry  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  tne  county.  There  have  been  seven  men  killed 
since  our  arrival  in  the  county,  some  four  months  ago. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

QuesUon,  Has  there  been  any  report  of  parties  whipped  t 

Answer.  I  have  a  few  of  the  names  here. 

QuestioH,  Read  the  report. 

Answer.  This  is  Just  a  memorandum. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Read  the  names. 

Answer,  This  is  what  was  reported  to  me ;  I  was  not  there  at  the  time.  This  is  what 
I  took  from  the  report  of  Captain  Rose,  the  commanding  officer. 

Mr.  Blaik.  I  object  to  this  as  evidence.  It  is  merely  a  memorandum  taken  from  a 
report.    If  these  things  are  to  be  testified  to,  we  want  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine- 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool  :) 

Question.  You  say  there  was  a  rep^ort  made  f 

Answer.  Captain  Rose^f  the  United  States  Army,  who  commands  the  post  at  Aber- 
deen, made  a  report.  These  reports  had  been  coming  in  of  fireedmen  being  killed, 
school-teachers  whipped  and  dnven  out,  &^.  At  first  we  did  not  pay  any  attention 
to  them;  we  supposea  they  were  all  "gas"  and  " blowing.';  But  hnally  the  reports 4 
got  to  coming  in  so  fast  that  Captain  Rose  thought  it  his  dut^  to  inquire  into  the  mat- 
ter, which  he  did ;  and  he  made  a  report,  giving  names  and  circumstances. 
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Question.  Hqw  many  did  he  report  killed  f 

Answer,  1  have  the  Barnes  of  seven. 

Question,  Can  von  give  those  names  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  a  memorandum  of  them  here.    The  jGbrst  is  Aleck  Page. 

Qttestion.  What  were  the  circumstances  of  his  killing  ? 

Anstper.  That  is  what  I  do  not  know.    I  have  the  dates. 

Question,  What  was  the  date  1 

Answer,  Jack  Dupree  was  the  first  killed ;  he  was  killed  February  8, 1871.  The  next 
was  Aleck  Page,  who  was  killed  March  27,  1871  j  Jesse  Mayfield,  April  9, 1871.  This 
is  just  as  they  were  rex>orted  to  Greneral  Terry. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Who  made  that  report  f 

Answer,  Captain  Rose. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  object  to  the  reception  of  this.  We  have  not  Captain  Rose  here  to 
cross-examine. 

The  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool.)  It  seems  to  me  that,  though  this  is  hearsay  evidence, 
it  is  such  as  we  have  been  constantly  receiving. 

Witness.  These  cases,  I  think,  have  all  been  reported  before  the  grand  jury. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  believe  it  to  be  true  that  these  men  were  killed  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question,  Did  yo«  understand  that  they  were  killed  by  bodies  of  men  in  disguise  1 

Ajimcer,  They  were  killed  by  the  Ku-Klux  ;  that  is  what  everybody  says.  Necroes 
would  come  in  and  make  reports.  The  first  few  months  wo  were  there  we  took  no 
notice  of  these  things;  finally  Colonel  Rose  (he  was  a  colonel  by  brevet)  thought  he 
would  inquire  to  see  whether  there  was  any  truth  in  these  reports.  It  was  generally 
thought  that  the  freedmen  would  report  a  good  many  things  that  were  not  true,  and 
would  "  blow  "  a  good  deal. 

Question,  You  heard  that  these  negroes  were  killed  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    These  are  the  names  on  our  books  at  headquarters. 

Question,  Yon  were  stationed  at  that  post  f 

Answer,  That  is  my  post.    I  was  temporarily  absent  at  Pontotoc. 

Question,  Do  you  believe  on  good  authority  that  those  negroes  were  killed  by  men  in 
disguise  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do.  These  are  reports  that  are  made  to  us  at  headquarters.  The 
negroes  came  to  us  for  protection. 

Question.  Did  you  talk  with  Captain  Rose  on  the  subject  at  all  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  talked  with  him  one  day  about  it.  He  said,, "  I  have  not  believed 
these  reports  up  to  this  time ;  but  now  I  believe  there  is  such  an  organization  as  Ko- 
Klux,  aad  I  am  willing  to  inquire  into  it,  and  see  whether  these  reports  are  true  or 
not."    He  made  an  investigation,  and  found  that  some  of  these  men  had  been  killed. 

Question.  Then  you  get  your  information,  not  &om  what  you  saw  in  the  report^  but 
from  what  he  told  you  f 

Answer.  1  heard  mm  mention  some  of  these  names ;  I  cannot  swear  as  to  all  of  tbem. 
This  was  a  copy  of  the  report  which  Lieutenant  McCoy  brought  me  when  I  told  liim  I 
wanted  the  names  of  these  men.  He  had  them  in  the  office.  I  had  been  absent  in  Pon- 
totoc for  a  few  weeks. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Are  there  any  of  the  cases  concerning  which  you  got  your  information  firom 
the  report  only  f 

Answer,  Well,  the  killing  of  these  men  is  known  throughout  the  town.  Everybody 
in  town  knows  it. 

Question,  It  is  the  common  rumor  Y 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  the  cases  from  other  sources  than  Captain  Rose's  report  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  from  citizens.  I  live  on  the  edge  of  the  town.  K  a 
negro  would  be  killed  in  the  evening,  for  instance,  it  would  be  known  the  next  day. 
People  would  say  along  the  streets,  ^*  Hallo,  Pickett,  did  you  hear  about  that  nigger 
being  killed  last  night  f" 

.  By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Poo^ :) 

Question.  If  you  have  from  any  sources  information  which  you  believe  to  be  true,  in 
regard  to  the  killing  of  any  of  those  men,  state  it. 
Answer,  I  am  pretty  confident  that  they  were  all  killed.  . 

QuesUon,  You  are  pretty  confident  that  there  have  been  seven  men  killed  in]  th*i 
neighborhood  ?  | 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir;  within  the  last  four  months. 

Question,  State  what  ypu  have  heard  in  the  community  or  elsewhere  in  regard  to 
those  cases. 

Answer.  In  some  of  those  cases  the  community  was  not  wiUing  to  helieve  that  the 
men  had  been  killed  by  Kit>Klux,  and  tried  to  make  out  that  they  had  been  killed  by 
otner  parties. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  that  seven  persons  had  been  killed  in  that  county  within 
the  last  four  months  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Q%testion.  Upon  information  on  which  you  relied  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Killed  by  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  - 

Question.  Have  you  heard  ofany  number  of  men  being  whipped  in  that  county  within 
the  last  four  months  f 

Ansu?er.  1  have  heard,  I  think,  of  three  or  four  within  that  time. 

Question.  By  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  within  the  last  five  or  six  months.  Colonel  Hnggins  was  whipped 
before  we  went  there.    Everybody  knows  that  he  was  whipped ;  everybody  says  so. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  men  being  whipped  within  that  time  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  I  have  heard  of  two  or  three ;  and  there  were  four  or  five 
te^ichers  of  colored  schools  in  the  county  who  were  threatened  that  if  they  did  not 
leave  they  would  be  Ku-Kluxed. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  riding  around  of  disguised  men  in  that  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  have  heard  of  ridings  nearly  every  night.  It  is  my  duty  to  at- 
tend in  the  evening  at  the  tap  of  the  roll-call,  and  I  generally  come  back  to  camp  about 
10  o'clock  at  night ;  and  there  is  alwavs  somebody  in  the  woods  loafing  around;  and 
we  have  to  lie  every  night  with  a  musket  by  our  bedside,  and  a  pistol  under  our  head, 
for  our  own  protection. 

Question.  Do  you  deem  that  necessary  in  order  to  protect  yourself  against  these  dis- 
guised men  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  do.  We  are  living  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  our  camp ;  Col- 
onel Rose  has  frequently  had  to  fire  at  people  going  through  these  woods — men  who 
vould  be  loitering  around  there. 

Q}iestion.  Do  you  observe  any  demonstrations  of  hostility  to  you  f 

Answer.  Well,  the  people  in  the  town  will  treat  us  very  pleasantly ;  will  speak  to  us, 
and  that  is  about  all ;  will  say,  ^^  Good  morning.  Captain,  or  Lieutenant." 

Question.  I  mean  are  there  any  demonstrations  of  violence? 

Answer.  No,  sii* ;  we  do  not  notice  much  of  it  there  in  the  town,  except  that  the  peo- 
ple feel  rather  bitter. 

Questixm.  Is  there  any  state  of  terror  or  fear  of  the  Ku-Elux  on  the  part  of  the  col- 
ored men  in  that  locality  f 

Answer.  Yee,  sir ;  there  is  a  good  deal. 

QuesUon.  Is  it  j^eneral? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  of  the  character  of  the  men  who  compose  these 
•  disguised  organizations  ? 

Answer.  1  think  they  are  composed  generally  of  the  poorer  classes,  but  are  led  on  by 
the  better  classes  of  people. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  the  man  killed  at  Pontotoc  ?  Was  he  known 
there  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  known  throughout  the  county.    He  was  a  poor  man. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Have  you  reason  to  believe  that  these  bands  are  organized ;  that  they  have 
leaders,  and  act  in  concert  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  beUevo  to-day  that  there  are  three  hundred  Eu-Elux  in  Monroe 
County. 

Question,  Do  you  think  they  are  organized  in  one  or  more  companies  t 

Answer,  1  tjMnk  they  are  organized  into  companies  or  Klaus  of  about  thirty-five  men 
each. 

Question,  What  do  you  suppose  to  be  the  object  of  these  men  who  are  thus  organized? 

Anstcer,  Well,  in  Monroe  County  they  appear  to  be  opposed  to  public  schools,  and 
they  appear  to  oppose  all  northern  people  who  vote  the  republican  ticket. 

Question.  Their  opposition  is  to  colored  republicans  and  white  republicans  who  are 
their  leaders  ? 

Answer.  There  appears  to  be  opposition  to  the  leaders. 

Question.  Do  you  think  there  is  any  political  object  connected  with  the  organization  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  there  is. 
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Queeiion,  What  is  the  object  t 

Anmcer,  Well,  I  think  their  object  is  to  carry  the  elections  if  they  can ;  bnt  I  do  not 
know  that.  I  am  no  politician  myself;  I  do  not  ^o  into  politics  at  all ;  I  never  Toied 
in  my  life.    But  that  appears  to  me  to  be  their  object. 

Qtl^Han.  Do  yon  mean  that  their  object  is  to  carry  the  elections  against  the  republi- 
can party? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Does  that  organization  extend  to  the  a^joinine  coonties  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  I  thmk  these  organizations  are  confined  to  about  five  counties 
along  the  borders  of  Alabama. 

Quesiian.  Have  you  heard  of  other  ridings  and  outrages  in  other  comities  thao 
Monroe? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have. 

Question.  In  what  counties  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  them  in  Lowndes  and  Oktibbeha ;  and  in  Pontotoc  County 
they  were  riding  while  I  was  there. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  heard  of  any  in  Winston  ? 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  that. 

Question.  Chickasaw? 

Ansu}er.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  Chickasaw. 

Question.  You  have  not  been  in  those  counties? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  there  is  in  that  organization  any  hostility  to  the  Govern- 
ment of  the  United  States? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know  that  there  is.  When  soldiers  come  around  they  appear 
to  be  respectful— whether  through  fear  or  not  I  do  not  know. 

Qu^tion.  Do  you  find  that  any  of  the  citizens  give  any  encouragement  to  that  organ- 
ization? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  that  in  Aberdeen  four-fifths  of  the  white  i>eople  encoun^re 
these  Klaus.  In  the  town  of  Pontotoc  the  majority  of  the  white  people  oppose  this 
organization  ;  but  I  believe  that  two-thirds  of  the  people  in  the  county  of  Pontotoc  are 
eitner  Ku-Klux  or  sympathize  with  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Does  there  seem  to  bo  among  the  members  of  the  democratic  party  any 
dread  of  the  operations  of  this  organization  ? 

Answer.  Well,  in  the  town  of  Pontotoc  a  good  many  democrats  say  that  the  thing 
must  be  stopped ;  that  though  they  are  democrats,  and  expect  always  to  be  democrats, 
they  are  gomg  to  stop  any  institution  of  this  kind. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  any  democrats  in  that  county  express  apprehension  of 
being  visited  and  outraged  by  these  bands? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  colored  people,  principally,  are  the  ones  who  are  in  dread  ? 

Answer.  The  colored  people  and  the  *'  carpet-baggers,"  as  they  call  them.  Every 
northern  man  down  there  is  called  a  **  carpet-bagger.^  They  do  not  apply  that  name^ 
however,  to  the  military. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  know  any  democrats  to  be  whipped  by  these  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Np,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Do  you  know  Mr.  Morphis,  member  of  Congress  firom  the  Pontotoc  district  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  is  in  dread  of  violence  from  these  bands  of  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is. 

Qttestum.  Has  he  reason  to  be? 

Answer.  I  think  he  has. 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  he  feels  secure  in  his  own  house  ? 

Answer.  He  may  at  the  present  time ;  but  when  I  went  there  some  six  weeks  ago  he 
did  not. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  know  whether  he  has  been  compelled  to  sleep  out  of  his  house  ? 

Answer.  Only  from  what  I  have  heard.  That  is  what  they  say.  Colonel  Floumoy. 
and  other  people  in  the  town,  told  me  so. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  Mr.  Morphis  is  reaUy  in  danger  in  that  comity  f 

Answer.  I  think  he  is. 

Question.  In  danger  of  personal  violence  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  ,  . 

QuesHon.  From  these  bands  of  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  think  his  life  is  in  danger? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  it  is. 

Question.  Is  he  a  native  Mississippian? 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  think  he  has  gone  there  since  the  close  of  tide  war. 

Qxieation.  Is  he  a  man  of  good  charact<jr  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  people  speak  very  well  of  him  there  in  town.    I  am  not  very  freU 

quainted  with  him ;  but  I  hear  what  people  say. 
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QHesHov.  Ib  there  anything  alleged  against  bim  except  his  politics  f 

Atiswer.  That  18  all  I  havehear<L  He  ia  called  a  "  damued  radical."  That  is  all  they 
appear  to  have  against  him.  Everybody  in  town  speaks  very  well  of  him,  except  that 
they  say  he  does  not  represent  them  iu  Congress. 

Qitestian,  That  is,  he  does  not  represent  tliti  political  sentiment  of  the  white  people  ? 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir;  they  say  that  he  misrepvesents  theui  in  Congress.  That  is  what 
the  white  people  say. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  any  complaint,  politically,  against  Colonel  Morphis  by  the 
republicans  ? 

Ansicer.  Ko,  sir.  I  do  not  have  anything  to  do  with  politics  at  all.  When  Colonel 
Morphis  came  back  from  Washington  the  last  time  I  told  him  that  if  he  did  not  feel 
safe  at  his  house  I  would  ^end  some  of  my  men  over  in  the  evening  to  stay  there ;  that 
I  would  protect  him,  or  any  other  man  in  town  who  wanted  to  be  protected;  that 
that  was  what  I  was  there  for. 

By  Mr.  Buckley 

Questian.  Do  you  think  that  the  stationing  of  the  United  States  troops  there  is  essen- 
tial to  the  safety  of  the  citizens,  or  any  portion  of  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  has  a  very  good  effect. 

QtiesUon.  Do  you  think  that  troops  are  required  to  keep  the  peace  and  insure  the 
safety  of  life  ? 

Answer,  I  think,  that  is  the  case  with  a  few.  There  are  three  men  whom  they  say 
they  are  going  to  kill — Colonel  Morphis,  Colonel  Floumoy,  and  Mr.  Bell,  the  sheriff  of 
thecounty. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Are  they  all  leading  white  republicans  t 

Ausicer.  Mr.  Bell,  I  thiok,  is  a  repubDcan ;  but  he  is  not  much  of  a  politician. 

Question.  Is  he  a  man  of  wealth  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  is  a  man  who  was  bom  and  raised  there.  He  lived  there  when 
the  Indians  were  there. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  anything  alleged  against  these  men  except  that  they  are  prom- 
inent republicans  T 

Ansiccr.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  anything  against  them.  People  speak  in  the  best 
terms  of  all  of  them.  They  ai'e  men  who  pay  their  debts  and  attend  to  their  own 
business.  Colonel  Floumoy  is  the  editor  ot  a  paper  there.  I  think  he  has  been  rather 
violent  in  some  of  his  articles.    Ho  is  a  hot-headed  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Colonel  Floumoy  lives  in  the  town  ot  Pontotoc  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  say  that  when  these  disguised  parties  appeared  in  the  streets  that 
night,  they  called  at  somebody^s  house.    Whose  house  was  it? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whose  house  it  was.  They  rode  up  to  somebody's  house, 
which  I  think  was  nght  on  the  edge  of  town,  and  inquired,  I  believe,  for  Colonel 
Floumoy.  The  place  where  they  were  lired  upon  was  up  in  town,  ou  the  square,  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  court-house. 

Question.  Had  they  filed  upon  anybody  at  that  time  t 

Answer.  They  fired  on  Judge  Pollard  when  he  demanded'  their  surrender.  He  told 
them  he  was  an  officer  of  the  law,  and  demanded  that  they  should  surrender ;  just  as 
soon  as  he  said  that,  they  fired  on  him.  When  they  filed,* Pollard^s  men  stepped  out 
firom  behind  a  brick  house  and  fired  at  this  party. 

Question.  Did  this  party  fire  at  Judge  Pollard  without  the  volley  taking  effectt 

Answer.  They  did  not  hit  him.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  all  fiied  or  not  j  but  h 
volley  was  fired  by  some  of  the  party. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  they  ured  f 

Answer.  Judge  Pollard  told  me  so. 

Question.  You  only  have  it  ixbm  him? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  far  from  him  did  he  say  the  men  were  when  they  fired  ? 

Answer.  They  were  out  in  the  middle  of  the  road  and  he  was  light  near  the  houso 
The  distance,  I  suppose,  was  about  fifteen  or  twenty  yards. 

Question.  And  they  fired  a  volley  at  him  and  did  not  hit  him  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  then  you  say  Floumoy  and  his  party  went  around  and  waylaid  this 
other  party  and  killed  a  man  named  Dillard  ? 

Answer.  Floumoy  and  the  others  went  round  and  fired  at  them  ;  I  do  not  know  who 
killed  the  man ;  some  of  the  party  killed  him. 

Question.  Was  the  party  upon  which  Floumoy  and  his  men  fired  the  same  party  that 
bad  fired  on  Pollard  before  f 
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Answer .  Yes,  sir.  When  Dillard's  Pjrty  first  fired  their  horses  Juoiped,  and  the  mea 
became  scattered  and  had  to  rally.    Flournoy's  party  headed  them  off. 

Quesiion.  Were  the  party  upon  whom  Floiimoy  and  his  men  fired  a  different  party 
from  those  who  had  fired  upon  Pollard  ? 

Atmcer.  Iso,  sir ;  the  same  party,  as  I  understand.  They  showed  me  where  the  firing 
took  place. 

Question.  Did  they  assert  that  this  party  of  Ku-Klux  had  fired  on  Pollard  first? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  they  tired  upon  him  mimediately  after  his  demand  for  their  sm-- 
render. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that  f 

Answer.  Judge  Pollard  himself.  He  and  I  stayed  a  day  and  a  night  together  at  the 
hotel  in  Pontotoc. 

Question.  Do  you  think  they  could  have  fired  at  that  distance  with  the  intention  of 
injuring  him  and  failed  to  strike  him  T 

Answer.  I  believe  they  could.    Whether  they  could  or  not,  they  did  it. 

Question.  They  might  have  fired  without  any  intention  of  injuring  him  t 

Answer.  They  might  have  done  that  j  still  they  fired. 

By  Mr.  Bdckjley  : 

Quesiion.  You  do  not  know  how  many  fired  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  You  do  not  know  whether  any  of  them  fired  t  . 

Answer.  I  know  what  Judge  Pollard  told  me ;  that  is  all.  .» 

Quesiion.  This  whole  transaction,  with  all  the  circumstances,  waa  narrated  to  you  by 
Pollard  and  Floumoy  1 

Answer.  By  Pollard  and  twenty  or  thirty  other  citizens  of  the  town.  I  remained 
there  two  or  three  days  Mcht  after  the  affair.  I  was  sent  there  by  Governor  Aloora 
with  troops  to  assist  the  authorities  of  the  town  in  keeping  order. 

Question.  Did  anybody  else  than  Judge  Pollard  inform  you  that  these  parties  had 
fired  on  him  when  iio  ordered  them  to  surrender  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  all  who  >)elouged  to  Judge  Pollard's  company  told  me  so.  I  visited 
each  one  of  them.  They  all  told  me  that  when  Judge  Pollard  demanded  their  sur- 
render, the  men  tired  upon  him  without  giving  him  any  chance  to  get  out  of  the  way. 

Question,  Did  anybody  besides  Judge  Pollard  and  his  men  tell  you  that? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  been  told  of  it  by  a  great  many  people  there  in  Pontotoc 
I  have  been  introduced  to  a  great  many  men,  and  they  would  all  commence  and  tell  m« 
their  story  about  it. 

Question.  Did  you  never  hear  any  other  story  told  about  it  ?  Was  there  no  other 
representation  in  regard  to  the  first  firing? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  f  never  heard  of  any  other. 

Question,  Aft^r  this  you  returned  to  Aberdeen  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  you  were  stationed  there  until  you  were  summoned  before  this  com- 
mittee ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  the  headquarters  of  my  company. 

Question.  You  say  that  the  people  there  are  very  restive,  and  hostile  to  the  adminis- 
tration of  the  State  government  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  kuow  that  I  said  that  exactly.  They  are  hostile  against  **  carpet- 
baggers," as  they  call  them,  and  against  the  freedmen  or  colored  people. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  about  the  ** carpet-baggers? 

Anstcer.  They  say  that  they  are  opposed  to  them ;  that  they  do  not  like  to  have  tliem 
come  down  there  for  the  i)ui-pose  of  procuring  offices. 

Question.  Do  they  say  that  they  are  pluntfering  the  people  by  their  action  in  ihd 
State  legislature  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  say  that. 

Question,  Do  they  ©ay  that  those  men  come  down  there  for  the  purpose  of  getting 
office  aud  plunder  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  they  allege  that  those  men  excite  the  animosity  of  the  negroes  agaiosi 
the  white  people? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  do. 

Question.  Do  they  not  allege  that  they  endeavor  to  excite  animosity  between  tlie 
for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  the  votes  of  the  negroes  and  getting  office? 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  cannot  say  that  they  do. 

Question,  Tney  do  not  make  any  such  allegation? 

Answer,  They  may  make  it ;  I  have  not  heard  anything  about  it ;  I  have  heard 
say  a  great  many  things  which  I  did  not  pay  any  attention  to. 

Question,  Do  the  people  complain  of  bad  government  f 
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An9wer,  Tea,  sir;  that  is,  they  complain  of  ''radical"  government  as  they  caU  it. 
They  jnst  "  damn  "  it ;  that  is  all. 

QuesHan.  Do  they  not  complain  of  being  taxed  enormously  for  the  pnrpose  of  educa- 
ting the  negroes  t  Do  they  not  complain  of  the  plundering  by  the  radicals? 

Ansicer.  Well,  I  have  heard  a  lew  of  them  complain  in  that  way  in  Monroe  County. 
I  nave  not  hcai'd  it  in  any  other  county.  Monroe  County  is  a  very  largo  county.  I 
think)  however,  that  the  people  in  Monroe  would  complain  of  anything  that  was  right. 

Question,  Have  they  not  a  right  to  complain  when  they  are  badly  treated  ? 

Answer.  The  present  law  requires  them  to  build  school-houses.  They  oppose  it,  and 
when  school-houses  are  built  with  their  own  money ,  they  go  and  bum  them  down 
The  school-houses  are  to  be  rebuilt,  and  I  suppose  they  will  bum  them  down  again. 

Question,  They  were  built  with  their  money,  were  they  not? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    As  long  as  thev  can  stand  it  1  suppose  other  people  can. 

Question.  They  were  built  with  tne  white  people's  money,  were  they  not? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Q'iestion.  The  negroes  did  not  contribute  anything  toward  building  them  ? 

Answer.  If  they  owned  any  property  1  suppose  they  paid  their  share. 

Question.  How  much  is  their  share  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  much  property  do  yon  think  the  negroes  own? 

Atisujcr,  1  do  not  kqow ;  I  cannot  say. 

Question,  As  much  as  they  usually  do  elsewhere  ? 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  little  more.  I  think  that  quite  a  number  of  them  own  small  farms 
in  the  county. 

Question.  In  what  proportion  do  you  suppose  they  contribute  to  the  payment  of  the 
tax? 

Answer.  Well,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  A  very  small  proportion  ? 
>  Answer.  A  small  proportion. 

Question,  The  ^^reat  bulk  of  the  taxation  is  paid  by  the  white  people  of  the  country  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman,  (Mr.  Pool:) 

Question.  Did  this  party  of  men  that  made  the  raid  into  Pontotoc  use  pistols  or  guns 
•when  firing  on  Judge  Pollard  ? 

Answer.  Bytli  pistols  and  guns,  I  think.    I  brought  with  me  to  this  city  a  uniform  that 
"belonged  to  one  of  this  Klan  in  Pontotoc  County.    The  man  who  was  killed  belonged 
to  the  same  Rlan. 
.  Question.  You  mean  a  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Judge  Pollard's  men  captured  fifteen  uniforms,  and  sixteen  horses, 
besides  capturing  DiUaru,  who  lyas  wounded,  and  soon  after  died. 

Question.  When  you  say  uniforms  yon  mean  disguises  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Were  the  disguises  similar? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir :  all  except  the  masks ;  some  were  red,  some  white,  some  black. 

Question.  "With  tnat  exception  the  disguises  were  similar  to  each  other? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  all  about  the  same.  In  Monroe  County  their  disguise  is  a  wbit^ 
gown. 

Question.  Give  a  description  of  the  disguise  which  you  brought  with  you. 

Answer.  The  head  part  of  it  is  made  of  white  calico,  with  places  for  the  eyes,  nose,  and 
mouth — trimmed  with  black. 

Question.  Any  horns  or  head-piece  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  it  runs  up  to  a  point  and  has  a  little  tassel  about  sixteen  inches 
long. 

Question.  Above  the  head  ? 

ATtswer.  No,  sir ;  it  hangs  down  fh)m  the  top.  Then  there  is  a  sack  coat,  something 
in  the  shape  of  a  soldier's  overcoat  without  the  cape.  It  is  made  loose  and  large,  and 
is  worn  over  the  other  coat.  It  is  made  of  black  calico,  with  white  stripes  in  front, 
passing  over  the  shoulders.  The  pants,  which  are  also  of  black  calico,  are  made  la 
the  form  of  overalls,  and  have  a  white  stripe. 

Question.  Does  it  look  like  a  disguise  gotten  up  hastily  and  carelessly,  or  is  it  elab- 
orately made  ? 

Answer,  It  is  very  nicely  made. 

Question.  Does  it  show  preparation  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  does  not  look  as  if  it  were  Just  caught  up  for  a  single  occasion  ? 

Anmccr,  No,  sir ;  it  is  very  nicely  made. 

Question,  You  say  that  fifteen  of  these  disguises  were  captured  on  the  occasion  of  tho 
raid  into  Pontotoc? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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Queeiion.  Was  the  firing  of  Colonel  Flonmoy  and  his  men  npon  this  dis^oised  party 
within  a  few  minutes  of  the  firing  on  Judge  Pollard ;  was  it  all  a  part  of  the  same 
transaction  ? 

Ansioer,  This  last  firing  occurred  ten  or  fifteen  minutes  after  the  first  firing. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

QuesUon,  Have  you  ever  conversed  with  any  persons  in  Mississippi  who  told  you  that 
they  were  members  of  this  organization,  or  of  any  secret  organization  of  this  kind  ? 

Answer,  1  have  heard  men  say  that  they  were  members  of  it ;  they  never  told  me  so ; 
I  have  heard  them  tell  others  so. 

Question.  Tou  have  not,  vourself,  had  any  direct  conversation  with  any  one  who  ^o- 
fessed  to  be  a  member  of  the  order  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 


TESTIMONY  TAKEN  BY  THE  SUBCOMMITTEE. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  November  6, 1871. 
ALEXANDER  K.  DAVIS  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qv^8ti4m.  State  yonr  place  of  residence. 

Answer,  Macon,  Noxubee  County,  MississippL 

Queatian,.  State  your  occupation. 

Anstcer.  I  am,  you  might  say,  a  law-student.  I  have  been  admitted  to  the  bar ;  I  claim 
that  for  my  occupation. 

Qii€8twn.  Are  >'ou  a  candidate  for  the  legislature  at  this  time  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtieaiion,  Have  yon  ever  been  a  member  of  the  legislature  Y 

Answer.  Tcs,  sir;  I  represented  this  county  in  the  last  legislature. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Noxubee  County  t 

Answer,  I  have  lived  here  since  June,  1869. 

Question,  Where  did  you  live  previous  to  that  time  t 

Answm;  I  lived  in  Shelby  County,  Tennessee,  sir. 

Question,  What  opportunities  have  you  enjoyed  of  knowing  the  condition  of  affairs 
in  this  county  as  to  peace  and  good  order,  and  the  observance  of  the  laws  ! 

Anstcer,  Well,  sir,  1  can  only  say  that  the  only  opportunities  I  have  had  to  know 
them  was  as  a  grand  juror  of  the  United  States  court,  of  the  district  court  for  the  north- 
em  district  of  Mississippi. 

Question,  Are  you  pretty  generally  acquainted  with  the  colored  people  of  this 
county  t 

Answer,  In  all  the  counties  in  the  eastern  tier  of  counties  I  am  pretty  well  acquainted — 
Kemper,  Lowndes,  Monroe,  and  Chickasaw ;  and  I  am  pretty  well  known,  and  know  a 
^eat  many  prominent  colored  men  through  these  counties. 

Question,  Are  you  pretty  well  acquainted  through  the  different  townships  of  this 
county  f 

Answer,  I  am  pretty  thoroughly  acquainted  in  the  county,  but  I  do  not  know  that  I 
know  a  great  deal  of  the  township  and  section  lines. 

Question,  I  mean  the  different  neighborhoods  in  the  county? 

Answer,  O,  yes;  I  am  as  thoroughly  acquainted,  probably,  as  any  man  in  the 
county. 

Question,  You  may  state  whether  you  know,  or  have  been  informed,  of  any  outrages 
committed  upon  colored  people  of  this  county  by  combinations  of  disguised  men. 

Answer,  I  could  not  state  that  I  know  of  any  of  my  own  knowledge.    I  have  seen 

Cties  who  have  been  whipped,  with  scars  on  their  backs,  and  they  stated  that  it  had 
n  done  by  disguised  parties. 

Question.  You  may  give  to  the  committee  such  cases  as  have  been  reported  to  you, 
with  the  particulars  so  far  as  you  are  informed. 

Answer,  I  will  have  to  refresh  my  memory  a  little,  in  order  to  state  dates  and  names, 
there  are  so  many  of  them.  Probably  I  could  better  furnish  you  a  list  of  the  different 
parties  themselves,  and  you  could  examine  them. 

Question,  Have  you  any  such  list  prepared  f 

Answer,  I  can  prepare  one,  sir,  through  the  course  of  the  day,  and  furnish  it  to  the 
committee. 

Question,  For  tfie  present  you  may  give  such  cases  as  occur  to  you,  and  when  you 
have  opportunity  you  may  prepare  the  list  you  speak  of. 

Answer,  The  first  case  that  came  to  my  knowledge  was  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Bet- 
sey Lucas,  who  lives  here  in  Macon  now.  She  then  lived  at  a  Mr.  Robert  Jackson's,  in 
the  northern  portion  of  this  county,  near  the  Lowndes  County  line,  about  eight  miles 
north  of  this  place. 

Question,  What  were  the  particulars  of  her  case  t 

Anstcer,  She  was  living  with  Mr.  Jackson,  and  a  party  of  men  came  there.  It  was  in 
the  month  of  March,  1870, 1  think,  or  maybe  a  little  later.  It  may  have  been  as  late 
as — it  was  between  the  mouths  of  March  and  May :  I  don't  remember  just  when 
it  was,  but  I  think  I  can  find  that  out  at  home,  as  I  took  a  note  of  it  at  the  time. 
They  took  her  out  and  put  a  rope  around  her  neck,  a  bridle-rein,  and  whipped  her,  an<^ 
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gaye  her  a  certain  n  amber  of  days  to  get  away.  That  I  learned  from  her ;  that  waa 
her  sworn  testimony,  too. 

Question,  Did  yon  learn  from  her  whether  the  men  were  disgnised  t 

Jnstcer,  All  disguised.  She  said  she  recognized  some  of  the  parties  by — some  of 
them  had  only  their  faces  disgi;ised,  but  their  clothing,  their  pants  and  coats,  she 
recognized,  and  their  voices.    She  recognized  some  of  them. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  concerned  la  her  whipping? 

Answer.  She  said  there  were  about  twelve  of  them,  with  one  colored  man  who  held 
their  horses.  The  colored  man  who  was  with  them  on  this  occasion  I  hunted  up  myself. 
She  did  not  know  him,  but  she  said  she  learned  it  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  Carroll 
Hinton.  Carroll  afterwards  stated  on  oath  that  he  was  along  with  the  party,  and  that 
he  knew  some  members  of  the  party,  but  did  not  know  them  all. 

Question,  How  did  he  happen  to  be  with  them  f 

Ansicer,  His  story  is  that  they  came  to  his  house,  a  little  cabin  on  the  road-side.  He 
was  living  to  himself  on  the  plantation  of  widow  Hinton,  in  this  county,  and  it  seems 
to  have  been  about  one  meeting  prior  to  this.  They  just  rode  up  and  told  him  they 
wanted  him  to  go  with  them,  and  mounted  him  on  a  horse,  and  took  him  along  by 
force.  He  had  oeen  with  them  on  three  occasions,  he  stated;  one  prior  to  the 
whipping  of  this  woman,  Betsey,  and  one  afterward,  and  that  meeting. 

Question,  Where  is  this  Carroll  Hinton  f 

Answer,  On  widow  Hinton*s  place,  about  eight  miles  north  of  this  place,  oif  the 
plantation.  I  want  to  state,  before  I  go  further,  that  the  testimony  in  this  county  is 
with  respect  to  where  this  man,  Hinton^  lives ;  that  he  lives  in  a  portion  of  the  county 
which,  if  there  are  any  Ku-Klux  in  this  county,  or  any  men  banded  together  for  the 
purpose  of  taking  the  law  into  their  own  hands,  it  is  in  that  commuuity.  Carroll  lives 
ri^ht  in  the  midst  of  them.  He  told  me  first  he  didn't  loiow  a  single  man  in  that 
whole  party ;  but  afterward,  after  I  had  him  brought  to  Oxford,  he  acknowledged  tha* 
he  did  know  them. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Before  the  grand  jury  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  think  he  would  be  reluctant  to  tell  the  committee  what  he  knows? 

Ansvjer,  Yes,  sir;  I  think  so. 

Question.  For  the  reasons  you  have  stated! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  for  the  reasons  I  stated.  I  don't  think  he  would  let  the  grand  juiy 
know  what  he  knew  really,  if  it  hadn^t  been  that  he  had  been  told — ^at  least  he  was 
told  before  he  went  into  the  grand  jury — that  they  were  cognizant  of  his  knowledge  of 
the  parties,  and  that  there  was  a  white  man  who  belonged  to  them  had  made  certain 
statements  connecting  him  with  them.    Tliat  was  true. 

Question,  Where  diathis  grand  jury  sit,  of  which  yon  speak  t 

Ansicer,  At  Oxford,  in  the  county  of  La  Fayette,  in  the  northern  district  of  the  State 
of  Mississippi. 

Question,  At  what  time  t 

Answer.  The  grand  jury  was  impaneled  there  on  the  first  Monday  of  June,  1871,  and 
continued  through  the  month. 

Question,  What  did  Betsey  tell  you  she  was  whipped  for,  or  what  did  she  say  Ute 
men  who  inflicted  the  whipping  said  was  the  cause T 

Answer,  She  said  She  could  not  account  for  the  whipping  at  all.  One  white  man, 
who  was  along  with  the  party  when  she  wa«  whipped,  and  was  a  member  of  the  klan, 
stated  that  she  was  whipped  for  messing  with  this  man,  Jackson,  she  lived  wi^,  or 
was  hired  to.    That  was  his  story  about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Messing? 

Answer,  I  don't  know  what  you  would  call  it — that  she  was  his  mistresB. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  one  man  who  was  concerned  in  inflicting  that  whipping  turn  State's 
evidence f 

Answer,  Yes.  sir. 

Question,  Wnat  was  his  name? 

Answer,  J.  S.  Taliaferro.    He  lived  in  this  county. 

Question.  If  you  have  finished  all  you  have  to  say  about  the  case  of  Betsey  Lnoas,  yon 
may  pass  on  to  the  next  case  which  occurs  to  you. 

Answer.  The  next  case  occurred  about  the  same  time,  I  think  on  the  same  night.  It 
was  the  ordering  off  of  some  colored  families  that  had  been  settled  upon  what  was 
called  the  bottom  place,  here  in  this  county,  of  Mr.  William  May.  Mr.  May  settled  a 
lot  of  colored  people  on  a  place  of  his  there,  and  gave  them  lands  for  a  ^m  of  yean^ 
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to  clear  them  np,  and^  I  believe,  gave  them  eome  assistance  io  building  and  improving;, 
and  they  were  all  run  off  on  that  night — at  least  ordered  off  and  notified  that  if  they 
Tvere  there  at  a  certain  stated  night  or  day,  what  would  be  the  consequence,  and  they 
moved  off. 

Question,  "Was  that  done  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Betsy  Lucas  ? 

Answer,  The  same  party.  All  the  men  were  there,  I  believe,  with  one  exception ; 
that  one  exception  was  the  captain ;  he  "^as  not  present  that  night — the  captain  of  the 
squad. 

Question,  What  was  his  name? 

Answer.  He  was  said  to  be  the  captain,  and  was  a  man  by  the  name  of  C.  M.  Doss. 

Qu^tion,  How  many  families  were  driven  off  from  that  bottom  place  ? 

Answer.  I  think  there  were  five — I  can't  bo  positive  as  to  the  number. 

Question,  Is  Mr.  Doss  living  still  in  the  county  ? 

Ansioer.  Tes,8ir. 

Question.  Did  these  families  leave  pursuant  to  this  warning  t 

Anstver.  Ye^  sir. 

QtusHon.  Go  on. 

Answer.  The  same  night— or  the  next  raid  they  made.  I  merely  give  this  as  evi- 
dence I  have  had,  and  from  reports  of  the  pai-ties  who  were  along  and  know. 

Question.  Do  you  regard  the  information  yon  have  of  these  transactions  as  reliable  t 

Answer,  I  do;  there  isn't  any  of  it  of  my  own  knowledge.  I  never  ^w  one  of  these 
parties. 

Question.  That  is  proper  evidence.    You  may  proceed. 

Answer.  They  went  to— I  have  forgotten  whose  plantation  it  was,  now — but  they 
"Were  there  to  look  up  some  parties,  and  there  was  a  colored  man  killed  by  the  name  of 
Coger.  It  seems  that  this  man,  Sam,  tbey  had  nothing  against  him,  or  didn't  want 
bim,  but  he  talked  to  them  a  little  plain,  and  they  just  fired  into  him  and  killed  him. 
It  was  all  the  same  raid.    I  was  trying  to  keep  the  connection  of  that  same  party. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  what  their  object  was  in  visiting  this  plantation? 

Ansteer.  They  went  to  hunt  some  parties.  I  understood  they  were  not  after  Sam  at 
all. 

Question,  What  part  of  the  county  was  this  in? 

Answer.  In  the  same  section — the  northern  part  of  the  county,  near  the  places  named 
before. 

Question.  Had  Coger  recognized  any  of  these  men,  that  they  should  kill  him? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  Coger's  knowing  anything  about  who  did  it. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Was  Carroll  with  them?  • 

Answer.  Carroll  was  not  along  that  night. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  You  say  he  talked  plainly  to  them,  and  that  they  killed  him? 

Answer.  1  understood  that  from  this  man  Taliaferro,  who  was  a  member,  and  was 
along  that  night.  He  didn't  see  the  killing.  He  said  that  the  party  was  divided  into  three 
squads,  and  that  the  squad  which  went  up  in  front  of  the  house  was  the  squad  that 
killed  Sam  Coger;  and  that  he  was  in  the  squad  that  went  up  in  a  different  direction. 
They  heard  the  fire,  but  didn't  know  that  Sam  was  killed,  or  anything  of  it  at  all^ 
until  after  they  had  left  there,  and  then  it  was  reported  to  the  captain  that  they  hao 
shot  a  negro  over  on  the  other  side  of  the  quarters. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  of  the  killing  of  Coger,  independent  of  the 
statement  of  Talliafcrro  ? 

Anmcer.  O,  yes ;  I  know  there  was  an  inquest  held. 

Question.  It  became  a  matter  of  general  notoriety  through  the  county  ? 

Ansiver.  O,  yes.  It  was  reported  here  by  the  colored  people  that  a  party  of  dis- 
guised men  had  killed  him.  Nobody  kneW  who  it  was.  About  the  same  time — I 
think  it  was  a  week  or  so  later,  or  may  be  earlier,  it  was  during  the  same  month,  1 
think,  but  I  can't  be  positive  as  to  the  dates — that  a  colored  man  by  name  of  Dick 
Malone,  was  killed  by  disguised  men,  a  portion  of  the  same  party  that  killed  Coger. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  oefore  Coger  was  kUled? 

Answer.  1  am  not  positive,  sir.  I  think  it  was  about  the  same  time,  about  the  same 
month. 

Question.  Can  you  give  the  particulars  of  his  death  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  any  great  deal  about  the  particulars  of  his  death.  An 
inquest  was  held  over  him  by  a  magistrate  at  Brooksville.  I  think  Major  Whitfield, 
who  was  then  acting  magistrate  at  Artesia,  came  down  there  to  investigate  the  matter. 
I  don't  know  a  great  deal  about  the  particulars 1 1  don't  know  that  I  ever  beard  them. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  what  offense  was  imputed  to  Malone,  for  which  he  was 
killed  ? 

Ansiver.  There  were  various  offenses.  He  was  said  to  have  been  obnoxious,  on  ao 
count  of  his  being  a  prominent  man  over  tJiere  in  that  neighborhood. 
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Question.  He  was  a  colored  man  prominent  amoog  the  colored  people  f 

Amicer,  Yes,  sir;  be  seemed  to  have  been  a  very  good  man.  The  white  people  np 
there,  after  he  was  killed,  said  he  was  a  good  man  and  good  citizen  ;  that  nobody  in. 
that  coDDty  found  any  fault  with  him.  Some  white  men  that  knew  him  persooally 
said  so.    I  don*t  remember  their  names  now. 

QncHiion.  Was  he  supposed  to  have  been  killed  on  aceonnt  of  his  political  infloence 
and  the  way  he  exercised  it  f 

An6ivh;  He  was  6ii^')i)osed  to  Lave  been  killed  for  his  threats  to  resist  the  viaitB  of 
these  klaus  that  were  ridiug  around.  He  had  proposed  to  give  them  a  warm  recep- 
tion if  they  came  around  the  place  there.  It  was  said  that  he  had  talked  with  some 
of  the  colored  men  around  there  and  proposed  for  them  to  arm  themselves,  and  if  tfaey 
came  around  there  to  ^ve  them  a  fight.  That  was  the  general  mmor  among  the  col- 
ored peo])]e.  The  white  people  tliat  I  heard  talk  about  it  said  that  they  coold  not  ao- 
count  for  his  being  killed ;  that  he  was  a  good  citizen,  a  good  negro,  and  worked  well ; 
was  industrious  and  attended  to  his  own  business,  and  had  charge  of  a  squjMl  of  men 
working  some  man's  plantation. 

Question.  IL'  you  have  finished  the  particulars  of  his  case,  yon  may  pass  on  to  the 
next.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  BuUy  Jack,  a  colored  man  killed  at  Shaqoalak, 
seven  or  eight  miles  below  Macon  ? 

Auf^trer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  killed  rather  east  of  Shnqualak.  That  occurred  in  Jnne 
or  July,  1870, 1  don't  remember  which.  I  was  here,  I  recollect.  He  was  killed  by  |taur- 
ties,  biit  tbcy  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  in  the  night  timet 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  wife  of  Jack  thought  that  she  knew  the  parties.  She  came 
here  before  the  investigation,  but  she  said  she  didn't  know.  I  heard  a  portion  of  ber 
testimony  before  the  jury  of  inquest. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned  in  his  killing  f 

AuHuei'.  She  only  saw  two.  There  were  two  men  rode  np  to  his  door— ehe  swope  to 
about  what  she  told  me  before  she  went  before  the  jnry,  and  what  she  told  me  and 
others  afterwardn;  They  asked  for  Jack,  or  asked  who  liverl  there,  and  she  told  them ; 
and  then  they  said  that  their  wagon  had  broken  down  np  the  road  about  a  hundred 
yards,  aud  wanted  hiui  to  go  up  and  assist  them  in  fixing  up  their  wagon — their  team 
or  bugg>' — wagon,  I  think  it  was.  She  went  in  and  told  her  husband  that  Mastei 
Dick  Glass,  or  Master  Bill  Glass — some  man  by  the  name  of  Glass — there  is  a  whoie 
family  of  them,  four  or  five  of  them.  She  named  one  of  the  Glasses,  and  if  I  am  not 
mistaken  it  was  ^'  Master  Dick  Glass  is  out  here  and  wants  you,"  she  said.  She  thought 
•it  was  Master  Dick  Glass,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  and  who  was  a  brother-in- 
law  or  relative  of  the  man  Jack  lived  with,  or  rent^ed  laud  from.  Jack  was  renting 
land  and  working  the  plac^  for  himself.  They  went  out  and  Jack  walked  otL  She 
heard  them  talking  as  they  walked  along  np  the  road  towards  Mr.  Glass's  house ;  and 
after  they  got  about  two  hundred  yards,  or  maybe  more,  from  the  cate  where  Jack 
went  out — the  gate  of  his  own  yard — she  heard  them  scuffling,  and  the  indieatioBa 
were  that  they  had  a  terrible  scuffle  around  the  road.  After  she  heard  Jack  making 
the  noise  then  the  shooting  commenced.  The  iuvertigation  corroborated  the  state- 
ment, because  Jack  had  been  stabbed  several  times  aud  seemed  to  have  run  off  from 
where  the  scuffling  was,  at  least  a  hundred  yards,  before  he  fell.  Ho  got  away,  and  he 
was  a  very  stout  man.  The  supposition  is  that  be  got  away  from  them  after  they  had 
commenced  to  stab  him,  and  had  run  some  distance  before  they  fired  on  him,  aud  they 
shot  him  and  he  fell  about  half  way  between  where  the  scuffling  commenced  in  the 
road  and  where  he  had  started  from  his  own  gate.  That  was  all  she  knew  abont  it. 
There  was  a  spur  picked  up  there.  The  spur  is  in  the  hands  of  the  magistrate,  I  be- 
lieve, now.  The  magistrate  told  me  down  at  Sbuqualak,  within  the  last  six  weeks, 
that  he  always  believed  he  could  go  and  put  that  spur  on  the  heel  it  came  off  ofl 
Squire  Campbell  told  me  that. 

Question.  What  is  his  first  name  T 

Aiisiver.  G.  W.  Campbell ;  at  Shnqualak ;  he  is  a  magistrate  there,  and  had  been  for 
some  time  ;  aud  was  appointed  by  the  various  military  commanders  that  have  beea 
here  ;  also  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question.  Was  it  known  what  the  cause  was  for  which  Bully  Jack  was  killed f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  believe  the  general  impression  was  that  he  was  killed  on  account 
of  bis  testifying  here  before  the  grand  jury. 

Question.  In  what  case  had  be  testified  ? 

Answer.  That  I  don't  know  now,  §ir ;  I  have  heard  of  it;  some  case  down  there- 
some  killing  scrape. 

Question.  Some  case  of  homicide  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qin'iiion.  He  had  identified  certain  parties^  had  ho  T 

Answer.  I  don't  know  that  ho  had.  I  might  state  just  about  what  they  told  the 
parties  who  were  swoni  here.  They  said  that  a  colored  man  who  lived  on  the  same 
place  with  Jack  went  to  Jack  several  days  before  and  advised  him  to  sell  and  go  over 
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I 

to  Shnqnalak  and  straighten  up  his  business  and  leave  and  go  away.  He  was  Jack's 
brother-in-law ;  that  is  the  troth  of  it— that  he  had  better  go  away ;  that  he  had  been 
before  the  grand  jury  at  Macon,  and  had  told  things ;  that  ne  had' better  go  away,  get 
settled  np  and  go.  It  was  proven,  I  believe,  that  he  went  to  the  man,  Mr.  Cy  Jenkins 
I  believe  his  name  is,  and  told  him  he  had  been  informed  that  he  had  made  some  state- 
ments before  the  grand  jury  that  implicated  him  in  killing  a  man,  and  that  ho  wanted 
to  tell  him  that  it  was  not  so.  •  It  was  proven,  though,  that  he  had  satisfied  Mr.  Jenkins 
that  be  had  made  no  statement  that  would  implicate  him  in  any  shape  or  manner  in 
»ny  outrage  or  violation  of  law.  Hence  it  was  supposed  that  it  was  all  settled,  so  far  as 
that  matter  was  concerned ;  that  was  the  evidence  that  was  brought  up  to  exonerate  Mr, 
Jenkins  from  havii>g  any  complicity  in  the  matter ;  because  Jack  had  said  to  Mr.  Jen- 
kins that  be  hadn^t  told  anything  to  implicate  him  or  any  other  party  in  that  neigh- 
borhood before  the  grand  jury  about  the  killing  of  other  parties — some  other  men  that 
were  missing  and  afterward  found  in  the  creeks. 

Qu^tion.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  whether  you  ever  heard  of  two  or  more 
murders  of  colored  people  in  the  south  part  of  this  county,  near  Cooksville.  There  is 
a  place  by  that  name,  is  there  not  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  don^t  know  that  I  have  ever  heard  of  any  outrages  committed  in 
the  neighborhood  of  Cooksville.    I  don't  remember  to  have  heard  of  any. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  outrages  commit te<l  on  the  plantation  of  Mr. 
Whitfield,  about  thirteen  miles  from  Macon  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  in  the  northern  part  of  the  county.  I  stated  one  case  that 
occurred  there — Dick  Malone's  case,  on  his  plantation. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  named  Isam  Lowry  was  whipped  at 
tbe  same  time,  by  the  same  band  of  men,  at  that  place. 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that.  Isam  Lowry's  case  I  don't  remember  the  particulars 
of,  but  I  know  it  occurred  about  the  same  time,  and  it  was  the  same  night,  if  I  am  not 
mistaken.  There  were  three  women  whipped  the  same  night  either  Dick  Malone  or 
Sam  Coger  was  killed,  I  don't  remember  which.  One  man  was  killed  and  three  wo- 
men whippetl,  and  this  Isam  Lowry,  all  the  same  night.  Whether  it  was  the  night 
Dick  Malone  was  killed,  or  the  night  Sam  Coger  was  killed,  1  dou*t  remember,  but  it 
was  said  to  have  been  done  by  the  same  party. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  a  colored  man  by  the  name  of  Ben  Daly  was 
"wJuppedf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  of  Ben's  name  before.    Ben  Daly  f 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  particulars  of  the  three  women  who  were  whipped  the 
same  night  ? 

Anstcer.  It  was  substantially  the  same  as  Betsey  Lucas,  and  she  was  one  of  the  three; 
the  other  was  Eliza  Hinton,  whipped  where  Mr.  La  Fayette  Hinton  lived.  She  formerly 
belonged  to  the  family,  and  was  living  with  one  of  the  young  Hiutons. 

Question,  What  was  the  name  of  the  other  iamily  t 

Answer,  I  don't  remember  j  I  don't  know  her  name,  and  cannot  think  of  the  man's 
name  she  was  living  with.  That  man  would  be  a  very  good  witness.  He  is  an  old 
man,  and  lives  out  here  in  the  northeast  comer  of  the  county.  He  has  lived  there  a 
long  time. 

Question.  What  is  his  name  T  * 

Answer.  I  cannot  think  of  it  now.  It  seems  tome  it  is  Price,  but  I  can't  be  positive. 
I  meet  him  here  occasionally  at  times.  He  is  a  veiy  simple  old  fellow,  and  lives  to  him- 
self out  there.  • 

Question.  Do  you  recollect  any  other  cases  of  whipping  or  murder  or  other  outrages 
in  this  county  ? 

Ansirer.  Yes,  sir ;  about  the  latter  pawt  of  March  or  Ist  of  April,  1871,  there  was 
a  half  a  dozen  cases  of  whipping  down  here  about  Mushulaville,  in  this  county. 
The  most  noted  of  them  was  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes.  Aleck  had  rented  a 
place  down  near  Mushulaville.  He  was  a  very  industrious  yonng  fellow,  and 
made  a  crop  there  last  year.  Tliis  year  ho  bought  some  stock  and  they  whipped 
him  and  run  him  off.  They  whipped  him  nearly  to  death,  or  so  he  was  not  able  to 
go.  They  left  him  for  dead.  They  hung  him  Tip,  and  I  saw  his  back  two  months 
afterwards,  and  it  was  a  perfect  scab  then.  He  -said  that  after  they  hung  him  up 
he  l)egged  them  not  to  kill  him,  and  they  gave  him  his  choice  to  take  five  hundred 
laebee  or  be  nhot  or  hung.  He  consented  to  take  five  hundred  lashes,  and  he  said 
he  guessed  they  gave  them  to  him.  They  whipped  him,  and  ho  didn't  know  when 
they  quit — didn't  know  anything  about  it.  That  is  his  own  story.  He  is  iu  the 
conuf  y  now.  He  was  a  witness,  and  was  a  very  prominent  witness,  and  thought  ii  was 
not  safe  for  him  to  come  back,  and  he  is  over  at  Holly  Springs  now ;  but  his  team  and 
everything  is  out  here.    He  had  a  crop  iu ;  eighteen  or  twenty  acres  in  cotton,  about 
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thirty  acres  in  com ;  I  believe  he  has  instituted  a  snit  in  the  United  States  conrt  for 
damages  against  the  parties.    He  recognized  two  or  three  of  the  parties.    One  of  the 

Earties  that  he  recognized  on  account  of  a  little  horse  that  he  rode,  that  he  (Aleck) 
ad  owned  himself,  and  had  sold  him.  He  claims  that  he  hadn't  paid  him  for  it-,  and 
he  thought  that  may  be  was  one  of  the  reasons  for  his  whipping,  because  he  had  asked 
him  for  the  money.  He  had  owned  a  little  horse,  and  sold  it  to  a  man  in  the  neigh- 
borhood ;  and  he  got  after  him  for  the  money,  and  he  abused  him  and  struck  him,  and 
a  few  nights  afterward  told  him  he  had  got  a  little  too  saucy  and  impudent,  and  tfaey 
had  come  down  to  correct  him. 

Question,  Who  told  him  f 

Answer,  He  named  the  party  that  told  him  this.  I  think  it  was'  the  same  man  that 
rode  his  horse.  I  don't  remember  which  one  now  j  there  was  so  many.  There  were 
only  five  though  that  whipped  him.  They  went  to  his  house  and  took  his  gnn  and 
pistol  after  they  had  whipped  him.  They  didn't  catch  him  at  his  house  at  all.  He 
was  looking  for  them — expecting  them.  Ho  had  heard  they  were  coming  for  him,  and 
he  went  off  that  night.  He  was  staying  over  at  another  colored  man's  house  in  the 
neij^hborhood. 

Question,  And  they  took  his  gun  that  ni^ht  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  after  they  whipped  him ;  and  they  went  to  his  house  and  got  hia 
gun  and  pistol.  Me  told  them  where  it  was,  and  they  went  and  got  it.  I  am  ja^ 
giving  the  outlines.    I  do  not  know  the  particulars. 

Question.  Were  those  other  negroes  whipped  the  same  night  Hushes  wast 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  think  not.  There  were  four  or  five  whippeain  one  week.  They 
Just  commenced,  and  I  think  they  made  a  regular  night  raid  there  for  a  week,  aod 
whipped  somebody.  There  was  another  whipped  named  Bill  Coleman.  He  is  hai^ 
now,  in  town.  He  was  also  before  the  grand  jury.  He  was  whipped  very  badly,  asd 
run  off  from  up  there ;  and  there  were  two  or  three  killed  down  there,  but  they  were 
kiUed  just  across  the  lino  in  the  county  of  Winston.  I  have  the  names  of  the  mo$t 
import-ant  witnesses  in  all  these  cases,  but  I  prefer  not  to  have  them  brought  before 
this  committ(H3,  because  I  think  they  will  need  them  before  the  court.  The  parties 
have  been  indicted — nearly  all  these  parties  I  speak  of*— every  one  in  these  partie& 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  In  the  United  States  conrt  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  every  one  of  them;  and  we  couldn't  get  the  most  important  wit- 
nesses ;  but  I  have  succeeded  in  getting  the  names  of  the  witnesses  that  I  learu  know 
more  about  the  facts  than  those  we  have.  t 

Question.  But  you  don't  want  to  make  them  known  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  I  don't.    I  know  it  would  be  dangerous  to  them. 

Question.  And  prevent  an  investigation  before  the  court! 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  wife  of  a  man  named  Johnson  Keitt,  who  was  killed  just  across 
the  line,  a  few  miles  from  Mushulaville,  and  by  a  portion  of  the  same  parties  is  out 
there.  A  man  named  Solomon  Triplett  was  killed  over  in  Winston,  some  distance  from 
there.    That  is  the  county  west  of  this. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Were  Johnson  Keitt  and  Solomon  Triplett  two  of  the  men  you  speak  of 
having  been  killed  about  the  same  time  across  the  line  in  Winston  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  think  Solomon  Triplett  was  killed  in  the  fall  of  1870,  and  John- 
son Keitt  last  spring ;  about  last  March,  I  think. 
Question.  Did  you  understand  that  Keitt  and  Triplett  wore  killed  by  disgaised  men  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  heard  the  parties  swear — men  who  were  perfectlv  disin- 
terested— say  the  man  Johnson  lived  with  said  he  saw  the  parties  that  killed  him.  I 
don't  know  any  of  them.  They  rode  up  right  to  his  door.  He  was  living  with  a  white 
man  by  the  name  of— I  can't  think  of  his  name. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  these  nj^n  were  killed  for  by  the  Ku-Klux  T 
Answer.  There  never  was  any  cause  assigned  for  the  killing  of  Johnson ;  but  Solo- 
mon was  supposed  to  have  been  killed  because  he  hml  taken  his  wife  away  from 
Triplett's  where  she  was  living,  and  where  he  had  formerly  lived.  He  moved  away, 
and  him  and  Triplett  fell  out,  and  Triplett  drove  him  off.  He  ^t  him  a  place  ata 
man  by  the  name  of  Parkman — an  old  gentleman  over  there ;  I  think  it  is  Parkman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Solomon  was  killed  for  taking  his  wife  from  whomT 

Anstcer,  From  Triplett.  He  had  formerly  belonged  to  Triplett,  and  the  only  canae 
we  could  get  at  was  that  him  and  Triplett  fell  out  about  that. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  If  you  have  finished  all  the  cases  you  remember  as  having  occnrred  in 
Noxubee  County,  you  may  pass  to  other  counties  and  state  to  the  committee  any  in- 
stances of  outrage  that  have  come  to  your  knowledge. 
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Answer.  There  was  a  caae  in  this  county  that  occurred  in  the  month  of  July  last ;  I 
dou't  care  to  refer  to  that,  because  I  don't  have  any  names.  I  got  the  name  of  the 
mother  of  the  boy ;  that  man  was  said  to  be  murdered  out  here.  He  had  been  arrested 
and  pnt  in  the  liauds  of  a  constable  to  bring  to  Macon.  He  fastened  him  out  in  one  of 
the  houses  on  his  place,  and  the  fellow  hasn't  been  seen  alive  since.*  Afterwards  his 
body  was  found  in  the  Tombigbee  several  days  afterwards.  His  mother,  who  recog- 
nized the  body  and  the  clothing,  could  be  fouud  out  in  that  neighborhood.  Her  name 
is  Ellen  Grayson.    ThQ  name  was  given  to  me  Saturday. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  :  • 

Question.  This  is  the  mother  of  the  man  who  was  found  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  She  eould  give  you  more  of  the  particulars  about  it.  I  don't  re- 
member the  man's  name  now.  These  things  are  nearly  all  reported  to  me  that  occur, 
and  there  are  so  many  of  them  that  I  could  name  a  thousand  of  them,  I  expect,  if  I 
could  recollect  them  all.  I  make  a  memorandum  of  them  and  lay  them  away.  I  don't 
remember  his  name.  I  make  a  memorandum  of  the  names  and  the  parties  who  know 
about  it.  The  servant  woman  that  lived  with  Bridges,  the  constable,  the  woman  that 
lived  with  him,  is  a  very  important  witness  in  the  matter,  and  I  have  her  name. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  Lived  with  him  f 

Ansfoer.  This  woman  lived  at  Bridges',  where  this  man  was  taken  from. 

Question.  She  was  the  woman  %ho  lived  with  the  constable  ? 

Answer.  Not  the  mother  of  this  man,  but  the  woman  that  did  live  with  him  at  that 
time,  will,  in  all  probability,  give  the  most  important  evidence  in  relation  to  the 
matter. 

Question.  What  was  this  son  of  Ellen  Grayson's  arrested  for  f 

Ansicer.  They  charged  him  with  horse-stealing,  as  I  understood. 

Question.  Did  you- understand  that  he  was  taken  by  a  body  of  disguised  men,  from 
this  house  where  he  had  been  placed  by  the  constable  ? 

Anstcer,  The  evid&nce,  so  far  as  I  have  understood  fh>m  parties  who  claim  to  have 
known  something  about  it — all  I  have  heard  about  it — has  been  hearsay.  There  was 
a  party  of  men  come  there  and  took  him  off,  but  it  doesn't  api)ear  that  they  were  dis- 
guised at  all. 

Question,  They  were  not  disguised  t    Did  they  not  take  him  off  at  night  ? 

Anmcer.  Yes,  sir:  that  is  the  reason  I  gave  you  thc«e  references.  This  woman  that 
lived  at  the  constaole's  sent  me  word;  I  was  out  in  that  neighborhood  not  long  ago,  and 
she  sent  me  word  that  if  she  had  protection,  she  could  tell  all  about  the  whole  thing. 
She  knew  who  came  and  got  him,  and  who  was  there,  and  what  they  did  to  him,  and 
all ;  that  she  was  right  next  door  to  where  they  took  him  out  of  the  house ;  and  she 
Bald  she  saw  the  parties,  and  from  what  she  says,  the  parties  were  not  disguised,  as  she 
recognized  the  most  of  them,  or  all  of  them.  Her  name  I  can't  remember,  but  I  have 
it,  and  can  furnish  it,  if  the  committee  see  fit  to  send  for  her.  I  believe  that  is  about 
all  the  cases  I  have  heard  of  that  you  can  get  any  clew  to  or  facts  about.  What  I  have 
stated,  1  have  stated  on  what  we  have  had  before  us  on  the  testimony'  of  those  who 
claimed  to  know,  and  it  will  assist  you  in  getting  at  those  parties  who  may  give  you 
Bome  facts. 

Question.  Were  all  the  cases  you  have  mentioned  investigated  by  the  grand  jury 
at  Oxford! 

Answer.  With  the  exception  of  the  last  c^se,  they  were. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  case  about  this  man  found  here  in  the  river  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  nott 

Answer.  That  was  not.  The  grand  ^jury  adjourned  about  that  time.  There  was 
another  case  up  here  about  the  same  time,  which  I  had'  forgotten.  Just  about  the 
same  time  there  was  a  man  killed  up  here  by  a  party  of  men  who  were  not  disguised. 
That  was  in  this  county,  about  two  miles  from  Brooksville. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  t 

Answer.  It  occurred  in  the  month  of  June. 

Question.  Lastf 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  it  was  about  the  middle,  or  somewliere  there,  about^  the 
12th  or  15th  of  June. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  killed  f 

Answer,  I  am  unable  to  state.  The  verdict  of  the  jury  is  here  in  the  clerk's  office 
Wissler,  the  magistrate,  the  man  who  was  killed  here  a  few  nights  ago,  was  the  coro- 
ner in  that  case ;  Mr.  Eeed  hero  was  a  member  of  the  Jury  of  inquest,  and  could  give 
yon  some  facta. 
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Question,  Ton  may  give  the  particulars  as  &r  as  you  have  heard  them. 

Answer,  1  do  not  kuow,  sir,  that  I  am  able  to  give  yon  any  particulars  abont  it.  I 
jast  know  that  this  man  was  killed.  I  heard  he  was  killed,  and  that  Wissler  and  a 
magistrate  np  there  held  an  inquest  over  him. 

Queslion,  Was  he  a  colored  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  their  verdict  was  that  he  came  to  his  death  by  pistol  and  gmi- 
ahot  wounds  in  the  hands  of  unknown,  parties. 

Question,  You  name  Mr.  Wissler.  You  may  state  if  you  kno^,  or  ever  heard,  any 
psy^ticulars  of  his  assassination  t 

Attstcer.  No,  sir;  I  kuow  nothing  of  the  particulars  of  his  assassination. 

Question.  W^issler  was  a  deputy  marshal  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  soecial  deputy.    He  had  been  a  ntagistrate  here. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  A  coroner  t 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  for  this  county. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QuesUon,  Did  you  hear  that  he  had  been  killed  in  Macon,  in  the  night-time,  and  this 
past  week  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  learn  that  he  was  fired  upon  by  parties  outside  of  his  booBe  in 
the  night-time? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Where  was  he  fired  upon  t 

Answer,  By  parties  in  the  street. 

Question.  Was  ho  in  his  house  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  in  his  house,  and  the  window-glasses  ^Jiow  that  the  parties 
fired  from  the  outside.  They  were  broken  in.  I  saw  the  windows  myself.  There  was 
no  curtain  up.  He  was  fixing  the  bed  in  the  room.  The  windows  are  within  about 
ten  feet  of  the  street. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  He  was  a  white  man  t 

AnstDor,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  you  able  to  state  any  further  cases  that  you  have  outside  of  Noxubeo 
County  of  which  you  have  any  information  t 

Answer,  Well,  no,  sir;  none  that  I— I  have  heard  of  a  great  many.  I  havg 
heard  the  evidence  in  a  great  many  cases,  in  Winston  and  other  counties,  but  I  do  not 
give  as  much  attention  to  them  as  I  do  to  the  cases  in  Noxubee.  I  try  to  keep  the  run 
of  the  cases  in  this  county,  in  order  to  assist  the  proper  authorities  in  bringing  the 
parties  to  justice,  and  getting  the  witnesses.  I  would  not  attempt  to  even  state  any 
cases  that  1  have  heard  of  in  other  counties. 

Question,  Will  you  be  able  to  make  a  fuller  list  by  referring  to  your  memorandum  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  will  be  able  to  name  the  parties  in  the  several  cases,  and  the  wit- 
nesses. That  is  about  all  I  will  be  able  to  do,  and  I  will  be  able  to  state  dates  more 
correctly. 

Question,  You  may  do  that,  and  hand  the  list  to  the  committee  by  to-morrow  ts 
Wednesday. 

Answer.  1  will  do  it  by  Wednesday,  but  I  will  be  away  this  evening,  and  hare  no 
opportunity. 

'  Question,  What  is  your  knowledge  or  information  as  to  the  existence  of  a  scoret 
organization  in  this  or  the  adjoining  counties  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  knowledge  of  my  own  of  the  existence  of  any  secret  organiza* 
tion. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  on  that  subject? 

Answer,  W^ell,  I  have  information  of  parties  who  claim  to  have  belonged,  to  bar© 
been  in  their  meeting. 

Question.  What  is  your  information  upon  that  head! 

Ansvter,  1  think  it  was  in  March  last  1  got  acquainted  ;  prior  to  that  time 
I  got  acquainted  with  him,  and  then  the  second  time  met  a  man  I  had  seen  abont  the 
streets  here  for  the  last  year ;  we  lived  up  in  the  northern  part  of  this  county,  at  Brook?- 
ville.  He  came  to  Jackson,  and  being  firom  my  county  up  here,  of  coarse  I  tn^ated 
him  with  what  I  thought  was  proper  courtesy,  and  invited  him  down  to  my  room.  He 
called  down,  and  he  told  me  that  he  could  give  me  a  good  deal  of  information  abeut 
this  organization  commonly  known  as  the  Ku-Klux  Klan,  and  he  went  on  and  told  me 
about  it,  after  telling  me  the  danger  he  was  in,  or  would  be  in,  in  telling  me  ;  thiU  I 
should  do  him  no  harm  iu  the  matter  by  exposing  him.    He  told  me  tjiat  in  1869  he 
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joined  an  oath-bound  society  at  Brookville,  by  the  name  of  the  "White  Rose;"  that 
was  Tvhat  they  called  it ;  that  he  understood  it  was  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  thieves 
to  justice,  but  there  was  no  penalty  attached  to  the  oath  for  a  violation  of  any  of  the 
by-laws  of  the  society.  He  said  he  met  the  members  at  two  meetings.  About  six  or 
eight  months  after  that  he  was  invited  to  a  meeting  in  the  woods ;  he  went  down,  and 
the  parties  all  met  there ;  they  had  their  disguises ;  they  got  down  and  formed  a  circle. 
The  captain  in  the  centre  swore  in  new  members,  put  on  their  disguises,  and  they 
made  propositions  what  parties  could  be  visited  in  the  county — what  white  men  and 
what  black  men  j  and  he  said  the  next  meeting  was  given  out,  and  they  met  again,  and 
at  that  meeting  it  was  voted  that  they  should  visit  this  settlement  that  I  have  just 
epoken  of,  or  Mr.  May,  where  these  darkies  were  living— colored  people  living — go  and 
whip  these  women  that  I  was  talking  about.  He  said  he  went  on  that  oct^asion ;  he 
was  with  them ;  he  was  present.  He  said  that  there  was  another  meeting ;  that  they 
were  to  go  after  some  parties  and  he  refused  to  go,  or  did  not  go,  and  it  got  to  be  talked 
around  among  the  members  of  the  Klan  that  he  had  not  been  resworn  in ;  that  is, 
he  hadn't  been  sworn  into  the  Ku-Klan  Klan ;  that  the  oath  he  had  taken  as  a  mem- 
ber of  the  "White  Rose''  was  not  sufficiently  bindmg  as  a  member  of  the  other  order, 
and  he  was  required  to  take  an  additional  oath,  and  ho  refused,  and  they  gave  him  a 
certain  length  of  time  to  make  up  his  mind,  and  he  said  that  he  came  to  Jackson.  That 
is  what  he  told  me — that  that  was  the  reason  he  was  there ;  that  he  came  off  on  that 
account. 

Question,  Had  you  had  any  previous  acquaintance  with  him  t 

Answer.  I  had  only  seen  him  here  on  the  street.  He  moved  in  the  best  circle  in  this 
county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  that  Taliaferro  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  There  was  nothing  spoken — I  never  heard  anything  contrary  to 
his  reputation  as  a  man  and  gentleman  at  all,  until  after  his  going  beiore  the  grand  . 
jury,  or  about  the  time  he  went  to  Jackson,  when  it  was  reported  that  he  had  exposed 
the  Ku-Klux  Elan  in  this  county.  There  are  gentlemen  in  this  county — ^very  clever, 
nice  gentlemen,  aud  some  of  the  very  first  families — that  have  since  denouncea  him  as 
a  thief,  and  scoundrel,  and  everything  else^  that  just  a  week  or  two  prior  to  that  time 
he  was  taken  into  their  family  circles  and  introduced  as  a  gentleman  and  everything 
of  the  kind. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Do  you  know,  or  have  yon  been  informed,  of  any  influence  being  brought  to 
bear  on  the  colored  voters,  to  deter  them  from  voting,  or  to  influence  their  political 
action  at  the  polls  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  since  last  spring.  There  was,  last  spring,  a  great  many 
threats  made  about  colored  people  voting,  and  this  organization  was  threatening  a 
great  many  colored  people,  by  men  that  claimed  to  have  nothing  to  do  with  it. 

a 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Have  you  had  any  election  in  your  State  since  1869 1 
Anstoer,  No,  sir ;  none  at  all. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  character  of  those  threats  you  speak  off 

Answer,  The  character  of  them  was  about  this :  I  will  not  say  that  I  know  of  them— 
threats  being  made  of  that  kind,  but  I  have  heard  of  threats  being  made  that  this 
Klan  would  see  to  the  negroes  voting,  or  how  they  voted.  I  have  Bad  gentlemen  to 
tell  me,  right  oi^the  streets  here,  that  we  would  not  be  able  to  carry  this  county; 
though  we  had  a  majority  of  two  thousand  in  the  county,  that  we  would  never  be  able 
to  carry  it  again.  That  was  laat  spring.  Since  the  investigation  of  some  of  these  out- 
rages, I  have  heard  of  no  threats  at  all  of  men.  Since  this  canvass  opened  I  have  heard 
of  no  threats.    1  have  been  through  the  county  as  much  as  anybody  in  it,  1  reckon. 

Question,  The  colored  population  greatly  exceed  the  white  population  of  this  county, 
do  they  not  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  census,  I  observe,  states  the  white  population  to  be,  I  believe, 
5,1U7,  and  the  black  population  15,798.  Is  that  about  the  population,  according  to 
your  knowledge  and  information  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  about  it,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  churches  or  school-houses  being  burned  m  this 
county  t 

Answer,  There  have  been  one  or  two  colored  school-houses  burned  in  the  county; 
there  was  one  at  ShuquaLik,  and  one  was  burned  within  the  last  ten  days  at  Brooks* 
Tille.    That  is  about  all  the  colored  school-houses  burned.    There  have  been  one  or 
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two  white  Bchool-honses,  ont  here  in  the  southwest  comer  of  the  county,  bomed. 
Three  of  them  were  hurned  during  the  year  1870  and  the  spring  of  1871. 

Queition,  What  information  have  you  of  the  burning  of  the  colored  school  at  Shu- 
qualak  ? 

Anmoer,  I  have  none,  sir.  All  the  burnings  have  been  wrapped  up  in  mystery.  No- 
body knew  anything  about  them. 

Question,  Have  you  any  information  of  that  burning  at  Brooksville  f 

Answer.  None  at  all,  only  that  it  was  burned  up. 

Question,  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  whites  in  this  county  as  to  the  colored 
schools  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  in  a  portion  of  the  county  the  mjyority  of  the  whites,  I  think,  lae 
favorable;  in  all  the  northeast  portion  of  the  county,  and  Macon  beat  here,  and  pro- 
bably Shuqualak  and  that  district  down  there,  the  minority  of  the  whiter  I  think, 
are  favorable  to  the  free  schools ;  but  in  the  southeast  comer,  and  southwest  corner, 
^d  the  northwest  comer  of  the  county,  and  all  the  west  part  of  the  county,  the  most 
of  the  whites  are  opposed  to  A'ee  schools  for  anybody,  white  or  black.  I  have  met  a 
great  many  persons  and  talked  with  them.  I  met  a  leading  man  in  the  northwest 
corner  of  the  county  who  keeps  a  store  up  there,  a  wealthy  man,  and  he  told  me  be 
thought  it  an  outrage.  He  thought  the  principle  was  wrong  that  he  should  be  taxed 
to  educate  other  people's  children  ;  he  said  he  had  to  educate  his  own,  and  he  did  not 
think  it  was  ri^t.  It  is  generally  said  that  what  he  says  is  the  sentiment  of  his 
whole  community.  He  is  a  very  quiet  man,  though,  and  I  have  never  heard  of  his  par- 
ticipating in  the  disturbances.     That  is  pretty  generally  the  feeling. 

Question,  Is  that  the  sole  objection  made  to  the  free  schools,  the  expense  it  entails  in 
the  shape  of  taxes  t 

Answer,  That  is  the  only  public  objection  they  make.  What  their  private  views  are 
I  do  not  pretend  to  say  at  all.  The  only  objection  I  have  heard  of  their  making  to 
any  of  the  friends  of  the  system  is  that  they  did  not  think  they  ought  to  be  taxed  to 
support  them. 

Question,  Do  you  hear  any  opposition  to  colored  suffrage  t 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir ;  there  is  no  open  opposition  in  this  county,  scM'cely ;  oar 
paper  here  opposes  it ;  it  has  at  its  head  a  motto, "  All  the  time  in  opposition  to  ne^ro 
suffrage ;"  that  is,  it  raised  it  after  the  election  of  1869,  and  pulled  it  down  a  lew 
weeks  ago.  I  presume  they  will  raise  it  asrain  after  this  election  is  over ;  everybody 
that  is  a  candidate  now  for  every  party  claims  to  be  a  friend  to  universal  sulfrage. 
We  have  three  or  four  tickets  in  the  field,  all  claiming  to  be  friends  to  negro  anfitaire. 

Question,  That  was  the  motto  of  the  democratic  paper  published  here  from  It^ 
until  within  a  few  weeks  past,  I  understand  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  raised  it  right  after  the  election  in  1869 ;  I  think  the  motto 
was,  *'  Uncompromising  opposition  to  negro  suffirage ; ''  that  is  the  substance,  but  not 
the  exact  language. 

Question,  Ifa,ye  you  heard  any  considerable  number  of  democrats  denounce  that 
motto  as  not  representing  the  sentiments  of  the  democratic  party  in  this  county  t 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  I  have  heard  some  few.  1  have  heard  it  myself,  that  motto,  and  I 
have  heard  one  or  two  say  that  it  did  not  represent  the  sentiments  of  their  party.  The 
most  prominent  democrats  here  now  claim  that  there  is  no  opposition  to  univenal  suf- 
frage or  free  schools,  and  that  they  are  not  opposed  to  radicidism. 

Qu^tion.  Do  you  believe  them  to  be  sincere  in  the  sentiments  they  express  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  believe  them. 

Question,  Have  there  been  any  cases  in  which  any  white  men,  implicated  in  the  vari- 
ous outrages  you  have  detailed,  have  ever  been  brought  to  justice  and  punished  t 

Ansxcer.  None ;  I  never  have  heard  of  one  yet  being  punished.  I  have  heard  o€  mv- 
eral  attempts  to  investigate,  but  they  have  never  succeeded.  I  have  had  witnesses  tell 
me  that  they  have  gone  oefore  grand  juries  here— I  know  witnesses  that  told  me  they 
were  j^oing  before  grand  juries  to  report  certain  parties  that  they  recognized  t^at  had 
committed  outrages,  and  they  went  before  the  grand  juries  and  have  seen  parties  on 
that  grand  iuir  that  they  knew  were  connected  with  the  Klan,  or  were  members  of  tbe 
bauds  that  had  committed  these  outrages ;  and  they  then  and  there  stated  that  th^ 
didn't  know  anything  about  it— just  heard  of  it.  They  said  they  didn't  think  it  was 
safe  to  do  so,  and  1  know  it  was  so.  There  are  white  men  in  Ibis  town;  I  know  a  man 
that  has  lived  here  always,  and  probably  has  at  stake  as  much  as  anybody  in  this 
county;  he  told  me  this  morning  that  he  wouldn't  testify  what  be  knew  be£are 
this  committee,  because,  he  said,  it  would  be  jjublished ;  he  said  he  didn't  intend  to 
•  be  slaughtered.  There  are  plenty  of  men  here,  sir,  that  will  not  do  it.  They  dont  be- 
lieve that  there  will  be  any  effort  made — that  their  testimony  before  this  conunittoe 
will  simply  amount  to  informing  the  outside  world  as  to  these  outrages,  and  tliat  ii 
about  all:  and  that  they  will  not  lend  any  aid  at  all  to  bring  these  parties  to  jostie^ 
and  it  will  only  place  them  in  the  position  of  being  more  obnoxious  to  these  men  aaa 
more  liable  to  be  killed. 
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Question,  They  are  afraid  they  will  draw  down  the  vengeance  of  any  parties  they 
will  implicate  by  their  testimony  f 

Annocr,  That  is  it  exactly ;  and  it  is  the  belief  of  nine-tenths  of  the  people  around 
in  this  whole  community  that  this  caused  Wissler's  death.  Wissler  lived  hero  in  Win- 
ston Couutyi  and  knew  more  about  these  men  that  have  been  engaged  in  burning 
school-houses  and  whipping  and  killing,  than  anybody  else. 

Question,  Was  it  known  before  Wiss7ei''s  death  that  this  committee  would  probably 
visit  this  portion  of  Mississippi  and  inquire  into  the  condition  of  things  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  was  a  matter  generally  understood,  was  it  T 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  he  was  killed  with  a  view  of  depriving  this  com- 
mittee of  the  benefit  of  his  evidence  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  was — not  this  committee.  I  believe  he  was  killed 
with  a  view  to  deprive  the  grand  jurj'  at  Oxford  of  certain  evidence  agjiinst  parties 
already  indicted  before  that  court  at  Oxford — from  evidence  against  parties  that  had" 
already  been  indicted  by  the  grand  jury  there  at  the  last  term,  but  I  don't  believe  it 
was  to  deprive  this  committee  at  aU. 

By  Mr.  Blaiu: 

.  Question.  Was  he  before  that  grand  juryT 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  wasn't  questioned,  though.  He  wasn't  questioned  as  to  outrages 
at  all.  He  begged  that  he  should  not  be  questioned  as  to  that.  He  was  only  questioned 
as  to  his  knowledge  of  the  violations  of  the  revenue  laws.  I  know  that  I  heard  Wiasler 
say  here  publicly,  he  has  boasted  around  here  on  the  streets,  he  did  it.  The  very  day 
he  was  kiyed  he  said  here  in  the  court-room  that  he  intended  to  make  certain  parties — 
that  he  had  beaded  the  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  not  to  question  relative  to  outrages 
committed  by  disguised  parties  in  Winston  County,  and  that  he  was  not  questioned 
at  all ;  and  that  he  intended  to  go  before  the  court,  however,  and  would  be  a  witness 
there. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Is  It  your  belief  that  there  is  such  a  state  of  alarm  among  the  colored 
people  of  this  county  as  will  deter  them  from  coming  before  this  committee  and  freely 
t-estifyiuja:  as  to  what  they  know  in  relation  to  the  outrages  of  which  they  have  any 
information  or  knowledge  t 

Answer,  Well,  in  various  portions  of  the  county  there  is  such  a  state  of  feeling  as 
would  deter  them ;  but  not  all  the  county.  You  see,  colored  people,  after  they  come 
here  and  testify,  and  they  go  back  to  their  houses,  are  at  the  mercy  of  these  fellows ; 
and  they  know  that,  and  they  would  not  do  it  unless  they  thought  there  would  be 
some  action — some  steps — taken  to  defend  them. 

Question.  Unless  they  would  be  protected  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  unless  they  would  be  protected,  or  some  steps  were  taken  to  bring 
the  x>arties  to  Justice. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  How  do  the  colored  people  of  this  county  vote  when  left  free  to  vote  t 
With  which  party  would  they  vote  ? 

Answer.  There  is  is  not  one  in  a  thousand  would  not  vote  right  straight  out  the 
republican  ticket.    They  will  vote  for  tjie  nominees  of  the  republican  ticket. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  man  named  Doss.    Do  you  know  his  given  name  T 

Answer.  Chailes  M.  Doss  is  the  man  I  speak  of. 

QuesHon,  Is  he  a  violent  man  f 

Answer.  He  has  been  so  regarded  in  this  community.  He  is  considered  a  perfect 
terror  here  to  everybody  when  he  felt  like  it. 

Question.  Can  you  state  to  the  committee  whether  he  has  ever  made  any  demonstra- 
tious  at  any  time  against  the  civil  officers  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  know  he  has. 

Question. 'Did  you  see  him  interfere  with  or  fire  hn  a  magistrate's  court,  convened  to 
investigate  a  case  of  murder,  wjiere  a  man  named  Eskridge  was  charged  with  killing 
a  man  at  or  near  Shuqualak  r 

Answer.  I  was  in  town  at  the  time,  but  I  was  not  in  the  court-house.  I  didn't  get 
there  till  after  it  was  all  over. 

Question.  State  what  transpired. 

Answer.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  excitement  when  I  came  down  to  the  court-house 
from  home ;  it  was  commonly  rumored  around  town  that  be  had  broken  up  the  court. 
There  were  three  magistrates  sitting  on  the  case,  and  he  ran  them  all  three  off,  and 
everybody  else — half  a  dozen  deputy  sherifib  and  constables,  and  everybody  else.    He 
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ran  them  all  oat  of  the  court-house,  and  3i^jor  Baskeryill  vra^  the  only  man  who  todc 
hold  of  him. 

QuesHon,  Was  he  armed  at  the  time  t 

Ansxper,  It  is  said  that  he  just  had  a  big  pistol ;  Just  flourishing  ;t  around  in  a  threat- 
ening and  angry  manner.  Nobody  went  near  him.  It  was  a  deputy  sheriff  that  first 
attempted  it,but  he  drove  the  deputy  sheriff  off.  That  is— I  don't  know  this;  I  didn't 
see  it — but  that  is  the  common  rumor  about  town.  I  used  the  same  thing  iu  support 
of  a  measure  in  the  legislature  to  call  ui)ou  the  Federal  troops  here.  I  used  that  as  a 
point  in  my  argument,  that  he  did  do  it  and  walk  away  from  here  without  being  ar- 
rested. I  don't  know  that  he  was  ever  arrested  for  it.  1  don't  think  any  grand  jury 
ever  found  a  bill  against  him.    I  know  they  didn't. 

Queatian,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Hopkins,  near  the  Wina- 
ton  County  line  f 

An8wer,  A  colored  man  f 

Question,  I  believe  he  was  a  colored  man. 

Anstver,  1  don't  remember  the  name  of  Hopkins. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  the  negroes  living  on  the  plantation  of  Mr.  Wil- 
bauks  were  whipped  by  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  but  I  never  heard  any  of  the  particulars  about  those  parties  that 
■were  whipped  at  Wilbanks's  plantation. 

Question.  I  believe  yon  stated  that  Betsey  Lucas  was  whipped  for  ^ving  with  a  white 
man?  * 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Robert  Jackson. 

Question.  Did  you  undei-stand  he  was  working  the  plantation  f 

Anstocr.  Yes,  sir ;  he  ha<l  her  hired,  he  stated  nimself,  paying  her  Wages. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  he  was  the  owner  of  the  plantation? 

Anmcer,  No,  siij ;  he  had  the  place  rented,  I  understood. 

Question.  Yon  spoke  about  some  other  women  being  whipped ;  were  they  whipped  for 
similar  causes  f 

Answer.  I  believe  this  woman  at  Hinton's  was  whipped  for  a  similar  cause. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  done  with  the  white  men  t 

AnsiDer.  I  understood  that  they  whipped  Jackson.  I  don't  know  whether  they  did  ot 
not.    I  understood  tliat  they  whipped  Jackson — took  him  out  and  whipped  him. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  school-teacher,  who  was  livhig 
near  the  Alabama  State  line,  in  this  county  t  - 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  as  I  did. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  This  man  Wissler  was  under  indictment  for  murder,  was  he  not  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know,  sir. 

Question.  Ypu  never  heard  that  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  under  indictment  for  murder. 

Question.  What  was  he  under  indictment  for  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  that  he  was  under  indictment  for  anything.  I  never  beard  of 
his  being  indicted.  I  believe  there  was  an  indictment  pending  against  him  for  mal- 
feasance in  oflSce,  or  something  of  that  kind,  as  a  magistrate,  iu  tuminff  over  public 
funds.  I  think  there  was  an  indictment  of  that  character  against  him — defanlting,  or 
something  of  that  kind. 

Question.  Were  there  not  several  indictmente  against  him  for  embezzlement  of  public 
funds? 

Answer,  There  may  have  been.  I  have  heard  that  there  were  indictinentB  against 
him. 

Question.  Did  ^ou  ever  hear  that  he  robbed  and  killed  a  man,  and  burned  him  up  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that. 

Question.  What  was  the  man's  name  that  he  burned  ? 

Anstcer.  Shipley,  I  believe,  was  the  man's  name. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  under  indictment  for  that  killing  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  not  know  that  he  was  on  bail,  and  that  the  lieutenant  goveiiwc 
was  on  his  bond  ? 

Anstcer.  I  know  that  he  was  out  on  bail,  but  not  that  he  was  under  tndictiD«it. 
There  never  has  been  a  court  nor  a  grand  jury  sitting  in  this  county  sinoo  ^tt 
occurred.    There  was  no  indictment  against  hi'm  for  it  at  all. 

Question.  Was  he  committed  by  a  magistrate  for  it  and  held  to  bail  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  he  was  held  to  bail  for  that  murder— charired  with  that  xnordA' 
held  to  bail  ? 

Answer.  He  was  committed  by  a  magistrate,  and  taken  before  a  circuit  Judge  on  _ 
of  habeas  corpus,  his  bail  fixed  at  ?5,000  for  manslaughter,  for  hie  appearance  ftt  tl»i 
term  of  court  of  the  county  of  Alcorn,  I  believe,  of  this  State,  and  the  " 
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governor  and  other  parties  went  on  his  bond ;  and  the  regnlar  tenn  of  court  was  in  the 
month  of--€ommenced  last  month,  in  October  some  timoi  and  on  account  of  the  code  of 
this  State  not  being  published,  the  judge  postponed  the  court,  and  they  haye  held  no 
court  in  the  county. 

Question.  What  were  the  circumstances  attending  the  killing  of  this  man  Shipley  by 
"Wissler  T 

Answer,  I  don't  know  anything  about  that,  sir.    I  read  Judge  Davis's  opinion,  in 
which  he  fix4id  the  bond,  Justifying  his  action.     It  was  a  written  opinion  which  was 
published,  and  I  only  know  from  that.    I  ^ot  some  ideas  from  that. 
QuesHan,  What  ideas  did  you  get  from  that  f 

Aiuaver,  1  don't  know  that  I  could  state  just  now  any  of  the  points  he  proposed  to 
make. 

Question.  He  was  brought  before  Judge  Davis  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  1 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  Judge  Davis,  instead  of  releasing  him,  put  his  bail  higher  t 
Answer.  He  did  tlutt ;  yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  allegation  was  that  he  had  robbed  Shipley  t 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  a  bit  of  that. 
Question.  That  he  had  killed  this  man  Shipley? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  By  burning  him  with  kerosene  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  made  out  that  it  was  a  criminal  negligence ;  that  it  was 
not  done  with  any  malice  aforethought ;  and  that  it  was  a  negligence  that  amounted 
to  criminality.  That  was,  I  think,  about  the  language,  or  a  portion  of  it,  used  by 
Judge  Davis. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  his  killing  here  the  other  day  ascribed  to  any  motive 
of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the  friends  of  Shipley  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  a  thousand  different 

Question.  Yon  did  not  mention  that,  though,  that  it  was  on  account  of  his  being 
acquainted  with  some  evidence  f 

Answer.  I  did  not  say  that  that  was  the  only  one  at  all.  I  said  that  it  was  the  opintoii 
of  a  migority  of  the  persons  that  I  had  heard  speak  about  it  in  this  community^  think 
that  was  my  language— that  he  had  been  killed  in  order  to  deprive  the  court  of  some 
evidence  that  might  be  valuable  in  convicting  parties  that  are  already  indicted*  That 
was  about  what— — 

Question.  You  have  also  heard  it  ascribed  to  motives  of  revenge  on  the  part  of  the 
friends  of  the  murdered  mant 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  that. 
Question.  Any  other  motives  ascribed  for  the  killing  t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  some  parties  sa^  that  it  was— I  belieye  I  heard  it  only  from 
one  party— that  it  was  by  some  of  his  wife's  relations  in  Winston  County,  who  wwe  also 
indicted ;  that  hi^  wife,  Mrs.  Wissler,  had  received  a  letter  from  her  brother  in  Winston, 
notifying  her  that  her  husband  was  in  danger,  and  to  tell  him  to  look  out;  that  he 
-^ould  not  hurt  him  himself,  but  that  he  had  bettor  look  out  for  himself.  This  is  what 
I  heard  Mrs.  Wissler  told  several  white  parties ;  I  don't  know  whether  it  is  so ;  I 
never  heard  her  say  so. 

Question.  Why  were  her  relatives  aroused  against  him  t 

Answer.  I  believe  there  has  been  an  old  flEunily  feud  between  her  relatives  and 
"Wissler. 

Question,  Have  yon  ever  heard  his  account  of  it  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  remember  of  hearing  Wissler  tell  a  story  about  some  of  his  wife's 
relations  coming  to  him  one  night,  over  there  where  he  lived  at  the  time,  to  take  him 
out  and  whip  him,  and  they  were  disguised.  He  recognized  one  or  two  of  them ;  and 
Le  learned  aiterward  that  tney  were  all  his  wife's  relations. 

Question,  He  did  not  ascribe  any  motive  to  them,  or  say  why  they  did  this  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  I  remember  his  giving  or  ascribing  any  motive  to  them. 
Question,  Did  he  never  say  what  the  quarrel  originated  in  t 
Answer,  No^  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  1  ever  heard  him  say. 
Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anybody  else  say  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  remember  that  I  ever  heard  anybody  else  say. 
Question.  Who  was  that  white  man,  of  character  and  property  here,  who  told 
you  that  he  was  afraid  to  tell  all  he  knew  about  the  Ku-Klnz  T 

Answer.  That  was — I  don't  know  now,  in  the  way  it  was  given  to  me,  as  I  ought  to 
liavo  mentioned  it.    I  prefer  that  you  would  not  insist  on  my  answering  that  question. 
Question,  I  insist  upon  your  answering  it. 

Answer.  He  dif  not  say  that — what  he  knew  about  the  Ku-Elux ;  I  did  not  use  that 
Tvord ;  I  said  that  a  gentleman  of  standing  here  told  me  this  morning— a  man  of 
-wealth — that  he  would  not  even  come  before  this  committee  and  state  wlmt  he  knew 
relative  to  outri^ges  being  committed  in  the  county.  I  didn't  say  anything  about  Ku* 
Klux — ^whether  it  was  by  Ku-Klnx  or  who. 

81  M 
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Question,  That  is  what  I  wanted  to  know ;  tho  name  of  the  man  who  told  yoa  thai. 

By  the  Chairman: 
Question,  Do  you  think  it  would  he  a  hetrayal  of  his  confidence  if  you  were  to  do 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  that  is  Jnst  it.  He  said  it  to  me  on  the  street,  in  the  presence  of 
another  gentleman,  and  we  are  both  considered  friends  of  his,  and  he  is  a  man  stand- 
iog  high  m  this  county. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  That  is  the  reason  I  want  to  know  his  name. 

Mr.  Rice.  We  hare  excused  witnesses  where  they  have  got  information  nnder  sndz 
circumstances. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  know  that  it  would  amount  to  a  great  deal.  Ton  can  haye 
him  come  before  the  committee ;  I  would  rather  not  do  it.  He  is  a  very  nice  gentle- 
man. 

Mr.  Buckley.  We  have  had  witnesses  before  us  where  they  have  been  excused  on 
similar  trrounds. 

The  Chairioan.  I  think,  general,  we  will  excuse  the  witness  £rom  giving  his  nanM 
under  the  circumstances. 

Mr.  Blair.  I  ask  for  the  ayes  and  noes  upon  that. 

Mr.  Buckley.  If  I  remember,  Mr.  Hale,  a  witness  summoned  by  the  minority,  was 
excused  for  the  same  reason. 

The  ayes  and  noes  being  taken  on  the  question,  "  Shall  the  witness  be  excused  from 
answering  the  question  f '^resulted :  ayes — Mr.  Buckley,  Mr.  Rice,  the  chairman ;  noes- 
Mr.  Blair. 

So  the  witness  was  excused  from  auswering. 

The  witness  was  dismissed,  with  the  understanding  that  he  would  hold  himself  in 
readiness  to  be  called  again,  when  any  member  of  the  committee  desired  it,  for  fiutb^ 
examination. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  yovemher  6^  1871. 
WILLIAM  COLEMAN  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

^wefition.  Where  do  you  live? 

Answer,  I  live  in  Macon. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  here  t 

Answer,  I  dime  here  about  the  last  of  April. 

Question,  Where  did  you  come  from  t 

Answer,  I  came  fh>m  Winston  Couutjf^. 

Question,  What  occasioned  your  commg  heret 

Answer,  Ijfpt  run  by  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  Give  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

Answer.  Give  the  particulars  t 

Question,  Tell  how  it  occurred ;  sive  a  statement  of  the  circumstances. 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  know  anySiing  that  I  had  said  or  done  that  injured  any  ODe, 
further  than  being  a  radical  in  that  part  of  the  land,  and  as  for  interrupting  any  ooc, 
I  didn't,  for  I  had  plenty  of  my  own  of  anything  I  wanted  myself.    I  baa  done  boo^t 


it  was  paid  for  but  my  mule,  and  I  had  my  brother  hired  to  pay  for  him.  The  mob 
cost  me  $65,  and  I  had  him  hired  out  to  pay  for  him.  It  was  like  I  was  ^tUng  the  moia 
from  you,  and  vou  wanting  a  hand  to  work  the  value  of  the  mule  out  m  w<»k. 

Question,  Did  any  of  the  Ku-Klux  come  to  your  house  f 

Answer.  They  did. 

Question,  In  the  night-time  t 

Answer.  They  came  about  a  half  hour  or  more  before  day,  as  nig^  as  I  can  reooOcci 
by  my  brains,  being  frightened  at  their  coming  up  in  this  kind  of  way.  They  mft 
fihootin^  and  going  on  at  me  through  the  house,  and  when  they  busted  the  door  ope^ 
coming  m  shooting,  I  was  frighten^,  and  I  can  only  tell  you  as  nigh  as  m j  recolkctka 
will  afford  at  this  time  that  it  was  about  a  half  hour  to  day.  . 

Question.  What  did  they  do  to  you  t  ,1 

Answer.  None  of  the  shot  hit  me,  but  they  aimed  to  hit  me ;  but  I  had  one  door  jo^l 
Hke  that  at  the  side  of  the  house  and  the  other  at  this  side,  and  there  wr.a  the  chimes  J 
«nd  there  was  my  bed  in  that  comer  opposite,  and  they  came  to  that  docw  first,  [iMd'  I 
tratiDg,]  and  hollered  **  Hallo  f  bum,  bum,  bum,  on  the  lock.    I  Jumped  up  and  «ii  I 
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"  Hallo/'  Tfaem  one  at  the  door  said,  "  Raise  a  liglit  in  there,"  "  What  for;  who  is 
you  ?"  I  said.  He  says,  "  Raise  a  light  in  there,  God  damn ;  you  I'll  come  in  there 
and  smoke  my  pipe  in  your  ear."  He  said  that  just  so.  I  said,  "  Is  that  yon,  uncle 
Davy  t"  Says  he,  "  No,  God  damn  you,  it  isn't  uncle  Dave  j  open  this  door."  Says  I, 
*•  I  am  not  goin^  to  open  my  door  to  turn  nobody  on  me  that  won't  tell  me  who  they 
are  before  I  do  it.  Who  are  youf  He  says,  "  God  damn  you,  we  didn't  come  to  t-eU 
you  who  we  are."  I  was  peeping  through  the  little  crack  in  the  door.  I  had  bored  a 
gimlet-hole  about  as  big  as  that  pen  to  put  a  string  through,  and  had  a  latch  inside  so 
that  when  I  had  been  on  at  work  anywhere,  and  happened  to  come  home  at  night,  I 
<»>ald  open  the  door  without  my  wife  having  to  get  up,  and  she  would  put  the  string 
through  the  door  and  I  would  pull,  and  that  was  the  way  I  would  get  in. 

Question,  That  was  the  hole  you  looked  through  t 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  see  t 

Answer.  I  saw  men  out  there  standing  with  horns  and  faces  on  all  of  them,  and  they 
all  had  great,  long,  white  cow-tails  way  down  the  breast.  I  said  it  was  a  cow- tail ; 
it  was  hair,  and  it  was  right  white.  They  told  me  they  rode  from  Shiloh  in  two  hours, 
and  came  to  kill  me.  They  shot  right  smart  in  that  house  before  they  got  in,  but  how 
many  times  I  don't  know,  they  shot  so  fast  outside  ;  but  when  they  come  In,  they  didn't 
have  but  three  loads  to  shoot.  I  know  by  the  way  they  tangled  about  in  the  house 
they  would  have  put  it  in  me  if  they  had  had  it.  They  only  shot  three  times  in  the 
house.  The  men  behind  me  had  busted  <u  through  the  aoor :  both  doors  were  busted 
open.  By  the  time  the  fellows  at  the  back  door  got  in  the  door,  these  fellows  at  the 
front  door  busted  in,  and  they  all  met  in  the  middle  of  the  floor,  and  I  didn't  have  a 
thing  to  fight  with,  only  a  little  piece  of  ax-handle ;  and  when  I  started  from  the 
first  door  to  the  second,  pieces  of  the  door  flew  and  met  me.  I  jumped  for  a  piece  of 
az-handle  and  fought  them  squandering  about,  and  they  were  knocking  about  me 
Tvith  guns,  and  firing  balls  that  cut  several  holes  in  my  head.  The  notches  is  in  my 
head  now.  I  dashed  about  among  them,  but  they  knocked  me  down  several  time«. 
Every  time  I  would  get  up,  they  would  knock  me  down  again.  I  saw  they  were 
^ing  to  kill  me,  and  I  turned  in  and  laid  there  after  they  knocked  me  down  so  many 
times.  The  last  time  they  knocked  me  down  I  laid  there  a  good  while  before  I  moved, 
and  when  I  had  strength  T  Jumped  to  split  through  a  man's  legs  that  was  standing 
over  me,  and,  as  I  Jumped,  they  struck  at  me  Jumping  between  his  legs,  and  they 
struck  him  and,  he  hollered,  ''Don't  hit  me,  God  damn  you,"  but  they  done 
knocked  him  down  then,  but  they  hadn't  knocked  him  so  he  couldn't  talk.  I 
jumped  through  and  got  past  him.  They  didn't  hit  him  a  fair  lick,  because  he  was 
going  toward  them,  and  it  struck  x)ast  his  head  on  his  shoulder.  If  it  had  struck 
his  head,  it  woula  have  busted  it  open.  I  didn't  catch  that  lick.  I  got  up 
then ;  they  had  shot  out  the  loads.  I  grabbed  my  ax-handle,  and  commenced  fighting, 
and  then  uieyjust  took  and  out  me  with  knives.  They  surrounded  me  in  the  floor  and 
tore  my  shirt  off.  They  got  me  out  on  the  floor  j  some  had  me  by  the  legs  and  some 
by  the  arms  and  the  neck  and  anywhere.  Just  like  dogs  string  out  a  coon,  and  they 
took  me  out  to  the  big  road  before  my  gate  and  whipped  me  until  I  couldn't  move  or 
holler  or  do  nothing,  but  Just  lay  there  Bke  a  lo^,  and  every  lick  they  hit  me  I  grunted 
just  like  a  mule  when  he  is  staUed  fast  and  whipped ;  that  was  all.  They  left  me  there 
for  dead,  and  what  it  was  done  for  was  because  I  was  a  radical,  and  I  didn't  deny  my 

Srofession  anywhere  and  I  never  will.  I  never  will  vote  that  conservative  ticket  if  I 
ie. 

QueHion.  Did  they  tell  you  they  whipped  you  because  you  were  a  radical  ? 

Answer,  They  told  me, ''  God  damn  you,  when  you  meet  a  white  man  in  the  road  lift 
yonr  hat ;  Fll  learn  you,  God  damn  you,  that  you  are  a  nigger,  and  not  to  be  going 
about  like  you  thought  yourself  a  white  man ;  you  calls  yourself  like  a  white  man, 
God  damn  you."  Here  is  what  I  put  it  to,  because  I  had  my  filly;  I  had  boucht  her 
to  ride,  not  to  stay  in  the  stable,  but  to  ride  when  I  got  ready,  like  you  would  do  with 
your  property.  When  I  bought  her  I  bought  her  for  |75 ;  she  was  not  nigh  grown ;  a 
little  thing,  with  flaxen  mane  and  tail,  and  light  cream-color,  and  I  would  get  on  mv 
filly  on  a  Saturday  evening.  I  would  work  until  Saturday  evening,  but  I  won't  work 
any  longer  for  any  man,  for  my  own  work  or  any  bodyelse,  unless  it  is  mighty  urgent ; 
then  I  wiU  go  on  until  night,  but  if  it  is  nothing  but  work  straight  along,  I  will  work 
until  Satur&y  at  12  o'clock,  and  I  will  strike  onthere.  I  believe  if  a  man  does  it  all 
over  the  world,  he  can  me^e  an  honest  living  and  put  his  work  to  good  use. 

Question,  Were  you  working  on  your  own  land  t 

Anewer.  Tes,  sir ;  that  I  bought  and  paid  for :  |473  for  it. 

Question,  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  beating  you  f 

Answer.  Eight  men. 

Question,  Were  they  all  disguised  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  every  one  of  them. 

Question,  Did  they  come  on  horseback  f 
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Anmoer,  They  came  a  riding.  There  stood  the  horses  in  the  corner  of  the  fence  at 
the  gate,  and  there  they  had  me  in  the  middle  of  the  road  whipping  me. 

QuatHon,  Did  yon  know  any  of  them  t 

Answer,  1  woald  know  them  unless  they  were  homed  np^  and  then  I  wouldn't  know 
the  ashes,  hut  I  should  know  themselves. 

QuesUon,  Did  yon  know  any  one  that  night  t 

Answer,  Of  course  I  did.  I  ought  to  know  them,  my  neighhors ;  and  I  knocked  off 
the  faces  and  horns  fighting,  and  then  they  knocked  down  the  one  that  I  ran  be- 
tween his  legs ;  when  they  struck  him,  his  horns  and  everything  flew  about :  of  conise 
I  knowed  him.  I  would  know  him  a^n  except  it  was  his  ashes.  I  don't  know  as  I 
would  know  his  ashes,  unless  I  saw  him  bumed«. 

Question,  Did  you  see  that  they  had  horns  t 

Answer.  They  had  horns  on  them. 

Qtiestion,  They  said  they  came  £rom  Shiloh  f 

Answer,  They  said  they  rode  from  Shiloh  in  two  hours  and  come  to  kill  me. 

Question,  Did  they  say  they  were  the  spirits  of  the  confederate  dead  f 

Answer,  They  didn't  tell  me  nothing  about  spirits.  They  said  they  come  ttom.  Shi- 
loh in  two  hours,  but  they  didn't  say  noCbinff  about  spirits. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  people  being  whipped  in  Winatoa 
County  f 

Anstper.  Tea,  sir. 

Question.  Tell  of  any  other  cases  that  have  occurred  in  that  county. 

Answer.  They  whipped  them.  I  didn't  see  them.  I  just  heard  of  it.  I  know  they  did 
it,  because  they  whipped  the  man  I  rented  land  from  last  year  so  he  couldn't  hardly 
walk. 

Qtiestion.  What  was  his  name  t 

Answer.  Mordecai  Mitchell. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  A  white  man  t 

Anstver.  A  colored  man,  and  principal  part  of  the  colored  people  up  there  have  land. 
They  bought  land  and  paid  for  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  When  was  he  whipped  t 

Answer.  Shortly  after  I  was. 

Question.  The  same  night  t 

Answer.  No,  sir;  they  rode  for  him  that  night,  but  didn't  catch  him  that  night;  be 
didn't  have  a  glimmer  over  his  eyes  that  nignt ;  he  could  see  too  weU.  He  got  oot ; 
he  was  expecting  them  and  looking  for  them. 

Question.  In  wnat  month  was  that  of  this  year  when  you  were  whipped  and  Mor- 
decai Mitchell  was  whipped  t 

Answer.  Mordecai  Mitchell  was  not  whipped  in  the  same  month  I  waa.  I  wai 
whipped  in  ApriL    I  don't  keep  no  books.    I  can't  read  or  write  my  own  name. 

Questi^m.  Wnen  was  Mordecai  Mitchell  whipped  t 

Ansu>er.  After  I  was.  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  May  when  him  and  Robin  Cole- 
man  

Question.  Was  Robin  Coleman  whipped  f 

Anstoer.  Robert  was  whipped — ^yes,  sir ;  and  Qeorge  Gladney. 

Question,  Who  else  t 

Answer.  They  slU  lived  in  the  same  neighborhood  I  did.  They  didn't  get  to  whip 
Sam ;  but  they  tried  to  kill  him.    He  shot  at  them. 

Question.  Sam  who  f 

Answer.  Sam  McMillan ;  they  shot  at  Sam,  and  he  shot  back. 

Question.  When  were  Robin  Coleman  and  C^rge  Gladney  whipped  t 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  it  was  shortly  after  they  whipped  me.  I  think  it  waa  slon^ 
in  May,  but  I  can't  tell  what  time  they  whipped  them  exactly,  because  I  don't  kiM>w 
exactly  at  what  time ;  but  I  know  it  was  early  in  April  they  whipped  me,  beeaoie  I 
know  my  oldest  com  was  ready  to  run  around.  I  had  mv  com  planted.  I  hsA  about 
ten  acres  of  open,  new  around.  I  was  ready  to  stick  the  plow  in  Monday  PM^p^mg- 
They  came  Saturday  nignt. 

Question.  Were  these  other  men  whipped  by  disguised  men  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  some  were  and  some  were  not — so  I  got  it  fin»n  Mordecai  Miteheiri 
son. 

Question.  What  were  Mitchell  and  Coleman  and  Gladney  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  I  don't  know :  they  said  it  was  because  they  had  land ;  they  had  ^t  too  bi^e 
They  say  when  you  get  land  or  a  mule,  or  get  hold  of  a  mule  o/  a  horse  to  set  on.  tbrf 
want  to  kill  you  out  for  getting  above  your  business,  or  to  drive  yon  away ;  Dot  u 
will  not  do  to  go'by  hearsay  too  much.  I  have  told  you  just  what  I  know.  I  doi't 
know  anything  else,  except  hearsay.    I  wouldn't  put  that  in. 
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QneMion,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  ivhipped  or  killed  or  hung 
in  Winston  County,  except  those  you  have  named  f 

Anstver,  I  have  neard  of  it,  but  didn't  see  it. 

Question.  Stat«  to  the  committee  such  cases  as  you  have  heard  of. 

Attatcer,  1  have  seen  some  whipped,  but  who  they  were  that  whipped  them,  I  am  not 
able  to  tell  you.  I  have  heard  of  the  death  of  some,  but  who  were  killed  I  don^t 
know. 

Qnei^tion,  You  say  you  have  seen  some  colored  men  whipped  t 

Antncer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qaealion.  Whot 

Ansiccr.  Nathan  Cannon.  * 

Question.  When  was  Nathan  Cannon  whipped  f 

Ansioer,  He  was  whipped  last  year. 

Question.  How  came  you  to  see  it  t 

Answer,  1  went  one  night  to  stay  with  him  to  go  to  church.  It  was  Friday  night, 
and  he  was  to  start  to  protracted  meeting  Saturday  morning  at  10  o'clock.  I  went  to 
stay  with  him  that  night,  but  never  got  there  by  my  living  so  far  that  it  made  me 
bTiU-t  so  soon ;  I  started  after  dinner ;  knowing  all  the  people  along  the  road  and  riding 
along,  I  stopped  and  talked,  and  it  kept  me  until  night  before  I  got  to  his  house ;  and 
jnst  about  bed-time,  I  rode  up  to  the  well,  and  g:ot  down  and  got  a  drink  of  water ;  it 
was  not  a  well  but  a  spring,  and  had  a  gum  in  it.  I  got  down,  and  took  my  hat  and 
doubled  it  up  to  get  some  water,  and  while  I  was  down  outside  of  the  house  and  had 
a  steep  hill  to  go  to  get  up  to  the  house  *and  the  big  road  above  the  spring,  jnst  as  I 
started,  or  as  I  throwed  the  bridle  over  the  Ally's  head  and  was  going  to  get  on,  I 
heaitl  somebody  riding  clackety,  clackety,  clackety,  and  then  they  Si\  stopped,  and  I 
felt  doubtful  about  moving,  and  didn't  know  whether  to  go  up  to  the.houuse  or  not, 
and  I  thought,  "  At  least  I  will  stop^  and  see  what  you  are  up  to  and  who  you  are." 
That  was  long  before  I  got  whipped ;  so  I  staid  down  there  a  right  smart  while. 
They  stood  about  there,  and  I  saw  tnem  going  to  one  another. .  What  they  said  I  don't 
know,  for  I  didn't  hear  it.  Then  they  went  to  the  house,  and  hollered"  hallo,"  and 
got  down.  Wlien  they  went  to  the  house  and  hollered  "  hallo,"  Nathan  Cannon  spoke 
— I  suppose  he  did— I  heard  afterward  he  did;  I  didn't  hear  him  then,  and  he  asked 
who  was  it ;  him  and  another  young  man  was  in  the  house ;  Nathan  was  this  young 
man's  uncle,  but  he  was  only  living  with  him ;  Nathan  was  on  his  own  place,  too.  He 
Bays,  "  Open  the  door."  I  suppose  Nathan  told  him  he  wouldn't  open  the  door,  and 
Bomehow  they  worked  in  there  with  a  knife-blade ;  I  don't  know  how,  but  they  went 
in  without  breaking  the  door  down.  They  lifted  the  latch,  and  I  suppose  they  worked 
the  knife  in  between  the  door,  and  lifted  the  latch  up.  That  is  the  way  it  was 
told  to  me;  I  saw  where  the  knife  went  when  it  raised  it  up. 

Question.  Leave  out  these  little  particulars,  and  come  to  the  point. 

Answer.  A.nd  he  told  the  man — I  have  to  tell  it  going  along  straight,  and  if  I  do,  I 
will  tell  the  whole  truth  ;  but  if  you  push  me  over  as  I  am  going  alon^,  I  will  get  out 
of  the  way,  and  tell  no  truth,  because  I  will  not  gp  straight  through  with  it. 

Question.  Take  your  own  way  and  go  on. 

Answer.  They  opened  the  door,  I  supi>o6e,  and  got  in  on  him,  and  dragged  him  out 
and  beat  him  powerful  in  the  houses  and  started  don^n  the  hill  with  him,  right  to  where 
I  was.  I  got  on  my  filly  and  run  right  up  to  the  road  again,  and  stopped  on  the  hill, 
and  hitched  my  filly,  and  jumped  down,  and  run  down  to  see  what  they  were  doing.  I 
could  see  they  were  folks,  and  what  they  were  doing.  They  were  there  stripping  him 
and  beating  him  and  knocking  him  about  with  pistols.  I  got  up  close  enough  to  see 
them.  I  had  to  come  up  mighty  easy.  I  wouldn't  go  up  to  the  crowd ;  I  was  afraid. 
I  wouldn't  have  went  up  to  the  crowd  for  my  weight  in  gold.  I  believe  they  heard 
me,  and  I  wouldn't  go  nowhere,  for  I  was  frightened.  I  stood  still,  and  they  whipped 
him  about  an  hour  before  he  started  to  holler,  and  when  he  started  to  holler  "  murder, 
murder"— ^very  word  was  murder — I  just  jumped  on  my  filly  and  started  for  home, 
and  never  come  back  to  church  again.  That  was  Friday  night.  It  was  the  next  Sun- 
day following  week  before  I  come  back  down  there,  but  I  heard  of  it  away  up  home 
there.  I  had  seen  that  somebody  was  beating  him,  but  I  didn't  tell  it.  I  wouldn't 
tell  my  wife  about  it,  for  fear  she  would  get  so  uneasy  and  be  tore  up  in  mind,  and  I 
didn't  tell  it,  but  somebody  told  it ;  by  my  being  careful  and  not  telling  them  any- 
thing about  It,  and  waiting  until  she  heard  it  from  others,  ^he  tried  to  make  me  tell 
her  what  made  me  come  back,  but  I  never  did  tell  her  until  aiter  she  was  told  by  others, 
and  then  I  told  her  that  ma4e  me  come  back  that  night,  seeing  them  and*  getting 
frishtened,  and  I  rode  all  that  night  until  I  got  back  home  that  night  before  day- 
light. 

Question.  Was  he  badly  whipped? 

Answer.  He  never  worked  none,  to  my  recollection,  in  five  weeks.  I  lived  about  eight 
miles  and  a  half  from  him.    I  started  in  the  evening  to  go  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  them  tell  him  what  they  were  whipping  him  for  t 
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Answer.  No,  sir ;  if  I  heard  tbem  at  that 'time  I  was  so  frightened  it  is  like  I  didn't 
hear  it  now.    I  didnH  think  of  auvtliing  except  listening  to  nim  hollering. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  what  they  said  t 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  had  bat  mighty  little  talk  with  him  until  he  moved  avaj. 

Qttestion,  Did  he  move  away  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  is  a  preacher,  preaching  down  on  the  road,  but  others  told  me 
— but  hearsay  wont  do— they  said  he  was  teaching  a  school. 

Question,  A  colored  school  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  a  colored  school;  and  he  said  they  told  him — every  lick  they  hit 
him  toward  the  last  they  would  tell  him ;  he  didn't  tell  me  this,  I  heard  it,  and  I  tell 
you  I  didn't  hear  him  say  it ;  I  never  had  much  talk  with  him ;  I  never  would  talk  to 
anybody,  because  I  knew  if  I  said  anything  about  it,  it  was  like  to  be  said,  "  Brother 
William  Coleman  was  connected  in  that  wnipping  with  Brother  Nathan  Cannon/'  and 
I  didn't  want  to  know  nothing  about  it  on  that  account,  aud  I  waited  for  them  to  tell 
me  this  story,  and  I  listened. 

Question.  Did  he  own  his  land  f 

Answer.  He  did.  . 

Question,  Has  he  had  to  leave  it  ? 

Ansicer,  He  left  his  land  just  as  I  left  mine,  hogs,  and  chickens,  and  cows,  and  every- 
thing. I  had  but  one  mule.  My  brother  went  aud  got  my  filly,  and  my  daddy  got  my 
mule.    My  mule  will  be  here  to-morrow — no,  it  will  not,  either,  for  he  can't  vote  here. 

Question,  What  have  you  done  with  your  crop  t 

Anstver.  Nothing ;  I  have  lost  my  year's  cr5p,  and  my  land,  and  everjrthing  else.  I 
can't  get  nothing  out  of  it,  nor  do  anything  aoout  it,  or  I  haven't  done  it. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  besides  Cannon's  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  them.    I  heard  of  Sol  Ti-iplett  being  killed. 

Question.  State  what  you  heard  about  his  case. 

Answer.  Only  that  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  for  what  he  was  killed  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  was  Sol  Triplett  killed  t 

Ansicer.  Sol  Triplett  was  killed  just  about  before  Christmas. 

Question.  By  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  So  said  to  be,  but  they  come  mighty  open-handed  to  do  it,  so  I  heard.  They 
were  not  disguised,  so  they  told  me ;  they  just  come  and  shot  him  through  the  crack 
of  the  house,  like  they  tried  to  do  me. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  it  was  done  after  night  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  he  live  in  Winston  County  t 

Answer,  He  did. 

Qusstion,  Did  you  know  him  t 

Anstcer,  Of  course  I  did.  He  was  a  brother  in  the  church ;  he  belonged  to  the  same 
church  I  did.  , 

Question,  What  did  you  understand  he  was  killed  for  t 

Answw,  1  didn't  understand  anything  he  was  killed  for  at  all.  I  lived  so  £ar  from 
him,  when  I  got  the  chance  to  go  dbwn  there  I  had  enough  to  talk  about  about  the 
church  affairs,  without  raking  up  these  scattering  things  about  what  had  been  done  in 
the  neighborhood. 

Qti€stton,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  in  Winston  County  t 

Answer.  Only  Allen  Bird,  he  got  killed  in  jail. 

Question,  Tell  what  you  know  of  the  particulars  in  his  case. 

Ansicer,  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  case.  He  lived  there  ;  they  rode  for  him 
^he  same  night  they  rode  for  me,  only  this,  they  caught  me  and  they  didn't  catch  him 
nor  Uncle  Lem  Cooper.  These  men  said  they  rode  for  all  of  us.  They  went  to  our 
three  houses  and  asked  for  us,  but  nobody  was  at  home  but  me,  and  I  was  in  my  bed ; 
they  didn't  catch  him. 

Question.  Did  he  live  near  you  T 

Anstcer.  About  two  miles  of  me,  and  he  was  not  at  his  house.  Uncle  Lem  Cooper 
was  about  three  miles  and  a  half  from  me,  and  Allen  Bird  about  two  miles.  When  they 
came  to  my  house,  I  was  in  bed,  and  they  got  rae. 

Question.  Tell  what  you  know  about  Allen  Bird's  case  t 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  about  it,  only  they  wont  in  jail  and  killed  him. 

Question.  What  was  he  nut  in  jail  for  t 

Anstcer,  He  was  accused  of  keeping  a  white  girl ;  whether  he  did  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  ne  was  taken  out  of  jail  by  the  Ku-Klux  t 
•  Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Aud  shot  or  hnngt 

Anstcer,  He  was  not  taken  out  by  them,  but  they  went  in  there  and  beat  him  to 
death,  and  then  shot  a  hole  you  could  job  yotir  fist  through.  His  brother  told  me  that ; 
he  is  down  here  aud  can  tell  you ;  he  is  not  many  days  come  from  theie. 
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Question,  Allen  Bird  was  murdered  in  jail  there  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  What  is  his  brother's  namef 

Answer,  Qos  Bird;  he  is  a  brother  of  Allen  Bird. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Will  yoa  ask  him  to  come  before  the  committee  f 

Answer,  I  will. 

Question.  Bid  you  get  these  particulars  from  him  f 

Answer,  That  is  where  I  got  my  information  from ;  froD(i  him  and  others  that  go 
backwards  and  forwards  from  here. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  outrages  in  Winston  County,  besides  those 
you  have  given  t 

Ansu!er,ao,  sir ;  I  don't  believe  I  have ;  I  know  my  own  better  than  I  do  anybody 
else's,  because  I  can  see  the  scars  every  day  and  every  minute. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  to  be  interfered  with  T 

Answer,  Peter  Cooper  was  run  from  there  a  short  time  after  I  wais.  He  is  down  here 
making  shoes. 

Question,  Was  he  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  burned  up  his  books  and  took  several  dollars  of  money  from 
him.    I  know  they  got  $23  from  him  that  night. 

Question,  When  was  he  run  from  Winston  County  t 

Answer,  Shortly  after  I  was ;  I  don't  know  how  long ;  I  can't  tell  you  that  at  all. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  colored  churches  or  schools  being  burned  in  Winston 
County  t 

Answer,  There  was  only  one  school-house  that  I  ever  knew  burned  down.  They 
teached  in  it  about  a  week. 

Question,  Was  it  a  school  for  colored  children  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  going  to  school  in  it  a  week  maybe,  or  maybe  longer. 

Question,  In  what  part  of  the  county  was  that  t 

Answer,  It  was  above  me ;  I  don't  know  hardly  in  what  part — it  was  in  Winston 
County.  I  don't  Imow  what  part  of  the  county.  I  can't  read  nor  write,  and  don't 
know  no  more  about  what  course  to  tell  you  it  was,  but  I  know  which  way  it  was 
fh)m  my  house. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  colored  people  being  interfered  with  in  voting  t 

Anstcer,  No,  sir.    When  t  any  time  since  the  surrender  t 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  It  has  been  done  right  smart.  I  don't  know  whether  they  got  any  or  not 
there.  Men  has  come  up  and  asked  who  was  yon  going  to  vote  for,  but  I  never  knew 
of  anybody  getting  shot  for  it.  Yes,  here  is  another  man  got  shot  about  voting — that 
was  Jerry  Brown.  He  got  killed  about  two  hundred  yards  from  my  door.  I  didn't 
think  of  him. 

Question,  When  was  he  kUled  t 

Answer,  Jerry  Brown  has  been  killed  now  three  years. 

Question,  What  was  he  killed  for  t 

Answer,  About  being  a  radical  and  owning  his  profession ;  Just  saying  he  was  a  rad- 
ical and  he  didn't  care  who  knew  it ;  that  he  was  going  to  vote  the  radical  ticket,  and 
all  this  sort  of  thing. 

QuesHon.  Was  he  killed  by  the  Eu-Elux  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  it  was  said ;  they  were  disguised  men. 

Question,  Did  they  come  to  his  nouse  t 

Answer,  They  went  to  his  house  and  shot  him  lying  in  his  bed ;  he  never  did  get  up ; 
there  was  a  brulet  in  him  as  big  as  the  end  of  my  thumb. 

Question,  Did  you  see  him  after  he  was  dead  T 

Answer,  I  did  next  morning.  I  went  over  the  river  next  morning.  I  was  picking 
cotton  at  Mr.  Morgan's,  and  Saturday  morning  I  got  home  between  breakfast— I  don^ 
know  at  what  time  of  day,  because  when  I  got  home  I  heard  of  it,  and  it  frightened 
me  so  that  I  don't  know ;  1  don't  remember  what  time  I  got  there,  but  that  was  the 
time  along  between  morning  and  dinner  anyhow  that  I  got  home.  I  was  living  then 
on  Mr.  Burch's  place ;  he  was  here  to-day ;  the  old  man  is  dead.  Uncle  Jenj  was 
living  on  a  piece  of  land  he  leased  for  five  years  to  work  and  improve  the  place  lor  the 
improvement  he  put  on  it,  cutting  and  splitting  rails  and  building  houses  and  digging 
a  welL 

By  Mr.  Blair:  ^ 

QuesHon.  Where  were  you  staying  then  t 
Answer,  At  Mr.  Burch's  place. 
Question,  Do  you  say  Mr.  Burch  is  here  to-day  f 
Answer,  He  was  here  this  morning. 
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By  tbe  Chatrman  : 

QmettUm,  Has  any  white  man  erer  been  taken  np  and  prniwhed  fior  any  of  tbcae 
whippings  or  morden  f 

Antwer.  I  never  heard  of  one;  they  had  some  np  at  Oxford,  at  tbe  United  Stain 
coort,  bat  never  did  nothing  to  them.  They  tamed  them  looee  on  bond,  and  tbey 
came  back  here  again,  jost  like  they  were  before.  I  have  not  seen  any  alteratioo  in  it, 
except  they  don't  kill  them  np  quite  as  £EMt,  bat  they  keep  beating  them  and  beat  tbesi 
yet.    There  is  no  alteration  in  that.    They  jost  don't  kill  them. 

Qveation,  Have  yon  heard  of  Ka-Klax  riding  through  Winston  County  at  nigiit  fie- 
qnentlyf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  week  before  last  they  came  in  there,  and  this  same  Robin  Coleman 
went  in  the  woods  hunting  at  night,  and  a  parcel  of  th^  went  to  him  in  the  woods  at 
night,  and  told  him  he  must  not  hunt  of  a  nisht ;  he  most  hunt  of  a  Sunday. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  of  any  colored  peopte  having  left  Winston  Coonty  to  get  rid 
of  the  Ku-Klnx,  being  afraid  to  stay  there  t 

Answer,  I  know  one  or  two.  You  got  the  name  of  one,  Peter  Cooper,  and  yoa  have 
the  name  of  myself  and  my  wife. 

Question,  Are  yon  afraid  to  go  back  there  f 

Answer,  1  would  not  go  back  there  if  I  had  a  gold  piece  of  land  there.  Ify  life  is 
better  to  me  than  anything  there.  I  would  not  go  back  there  if  there  was  gold  theze 
higher  than  one  of  these  pmes. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  any  colored  people  sleeping  out  of  their  hoitsea  in  that 
county  f 

Answer,  I  have  heard  it  and  done  it  myselfl 

Question,  Whyt 

Answer,  Because  I  was  afraid  to  stay  in  my  own  house. 

Question,  Do  you  think  many  of  the  colored  people  are  afraid  to  stay  in  their  hooaes 
at  night f 

Answer,  They  are  afraid  to  stay  in  their  houses  at  night.  I  have  laid  in  the  woods 
many  a  night,  and  I  have  laid  in  my  own  horse  lot,  my  horse  stable,  right  nnder  the 
trough,  many  a  night,  and  my  horse  would  lay  down,  and  I  couldn't  hardly  lay  down 
for  laying  on  him  right  under  the  trough.  I  have  left  my  house  and  told  my  wifb  to 
stay  in  tuere,  for  they  don't  hurt  women  unless  some  of  the  women  is  sassy  to  some  €»f 
their  wives,  or  speak  like  a  white  woman,  and  they  call  that  sass;  then  they  go  and 
whip  them  nearly  to  death ;  but  I  kne);^  my  wife  wouldn't  say  nothing ;  she  says 
nothing,  or  only  so  little  that  yon  can't  take  no  o£Eense  at  it— can't  get  mad. 

Question,  Do  you  think  that  colored  people  feel  afraid  of  personal  narm  and  violenee 
in  that  county! 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  they  do  feel  afhiid  to  stay  there  in  anv  snch  place,  and  yon  would, 
too,  if  you  were  most  devoured  with  devils  uke  there  is  tnere.  it  is  nothing  for  them 
to  come  riding  up  in  great  droves  like  they  were  going  to  the  armv  to  fight,  and  get 
down  and  beat  and  knock  a  man  over  the  head  with  sticks  and  pistols.  Etere  is  a  knot 
on  niv  head  they  did  to  me  that  night,  [indicating,]  and  here  is  one  in  the  edge  of  my 
ear,  the  whole  width  of  the  stick,  and  a  long  hole  over  here,  in  the  bock  of  my  head. 
When  they  took  me  out  of  the  house  I  was  as  bloody  as  a  hog  that  had  been  knocked 
down  and  stuck  in  a  hog-pen  and  wallered  in  his  own  blood  where  they  cnt  me.  Be- 
sides that  they  took  me  out  and  beat  me  almost  to  death.  They  meant  to  beat  me  to 
death.    I  am  afraid  to  stay  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  You  say  you  knew  the  men  t 

Answer.  1  ought  to  know  them  when  they  were  my  door  neighbors.    I  know  thorn. 

Question,  What  were  their  names  t 

Anstcer,  Coleman  Carlisle.    I  think  he  calls  it  C.  P.  Carlisle. 

Question,  Who  are  the  others  t 

Answer,  Jim  Boyd  Hughes. 

Question,  Name  any  others. 

Ansiver,  Theodore  Ellis,  Peter  Ellis,  my  door  neighbors ;  Monroe  Ellis,  Bog  Ellis, 
Francis  Ellis.  That  is  as  many,  I  think,  as  I  know.  I  wouldn't  have  known  them, 
but  when  they  knocked  Coleman  Carlisle,  and  knocked  his  horns  and  face  off,  I  heard 
him  call  the  others  names.    I  knowed  them. 

Question,  Whose  names  did  ho  callt 

Anstcer,  Theodore  Ellis  and  Munroe  Ellis,  and  besides  calling  the  Ellis  name  Coleman 
Carlisle  called  me  by  name.  I  worked  witn  Coleman  Carlisle;  the  same  year  I  bon^t 
my  place  I  started  to  buy  a  piece  of  laud  from  him. 

Qtiestion,  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  this  t 

Answer,  It  is  in  the  lower  edge  of  Winston  Countyi  down  this  way. 

Question,  Near  what  place  f 
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Answer,  it  is  ont  on  the  Brooks ville  road;  up  from  Brooksville  on  the  road  to  Lonis- 
ville. 

QuesUan.  Is  it  near  Lonisville  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  is  about  half  the  distance. 

Question.  Did  they  all  live  right  there? 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Quesiion,  All  in  that  neighborhood  t 

Atistoer,  They  live  in  Winston  County,  but  not  in  the  same  neighborhood,  I  do  not 
think ;  in  fact,  I  know  it,  because  the  neighborhood  is  a  neighborhood  of  people,  and 
Louisville  is  between  Ellis's  and  Carlisle's.    They  live  about  twelve  miles  apart. 

Question.  Where  does  Boyd  Hughes  live? 

Answer,  He  lives  in  Louisville,  about  two  miles  and  a  half  firom  my  house ;  one  of 
the  grandest  rascals  there  is  walks.  He  is  always  cursing  somebody  about  not  voting 
the  way  he  votes,  and  he  is  a  democrat,  and  getting  mad  and  picking  a  fuss  with  a 
darkey,  and  having  every  white  man  in  the  place  against  him  directly.  If  he  was 
^one,  tnere  would  have  been  several  of  them ;  there  is  this  fellow  that  got  killed  in 
jail,  busted  his  head  mighty  nigh  open  w^ith  a  brick-bat — ^not  a  brick-bat,  but  a  rock ; 
there  is  nothiug  but  rock  there ;  that  is  a  rock  country  and  sand. 

Question.  Do  you  mean  that  Hughes  knocked  him  on  the  head? 

Anstcer.  Allen  Bird's  brother  Mose  Bird,  he  knocked  Jim  Boyd  on  the  head  with  a 
rock,  and  cut  his  head  open. 

Queaium.  What  did  he  do  that  for  ? 

Ansucer.  They  had  a  little  falling  ont  about  something,  and  the  first  thing  anybody 
knows  Mose  Bird  was  dead.    Nobody  heard  hide  or  hair  of  Mose  Bird  since. 

Question.  Where  does  this  other  man  live,  Coleman  Carlisle  ? 

Anstcer.  He  lives  in  Winston  County,  right  out  on  the  Brooksville  road. 

Question.  How  far  from  Louisville  ? 

Ansicer.  He  did  live  twelve  miles  from  Louisville,  but  he  is  now  a  mile  and  a  half 
right  across  from  where  he  lived.    He  moved  from  his  father-in-law's,  Mr.  Glenn. 

Question.  From  where  he  formerly  lived  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir^  from  his  old  place.  He  sold  his  old  place,  and  moved  a  mile  and  a 
half,  to  his  father-m-law's. 

Question.  He  is  about  twelve  miles  from  Louisville  still  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  should  think  a  little  more  than  that,  because  they  have  to  sort  of 
turn  to  go  there,  and  it  would  make  a  mile  and  a  half  across  the  country  the  way  he 
would  have  to  go. 

Question.  You  lived  about  two  miles  and  a  half  from  Louisville  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  other  side  of  Louisville ;  two  miles  and  a  half  on  the  Greens- 
borough  road,  and  ho  lived  between  Louisville  and  Brooksville  up  here. 

Question.  Where  does  Theodore  Ellis  live? 

Anstcer.  He  lives  right  joining  my  place.  There  was  one  comer  or  side  of  my  land 
cut  through  his  yard ;  cut  off  a  comer  of  his  yard. 

Question.  And  Munroe  Ellis  ? 

Answer.  Munroe  Ellis  lives  right  back  at  his  father's,  about  a  mile  from  my  house; 
back  of  the  house. 
.  Question.  Where  does  Francis  Ellis  live? 

Answer.  Right  there  at  the  same  place,  unless  they  have  moved  since  I  came  away. 
Francis  and  Bog  and  Rube  Ellis  all  live  at  the  same  place,  and  The  Ellis  lives  light^ 
joining  my  place. 

Question.  What  did  they  say  to  you  when  they  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  They  would  learn  me  when  I  meet  a  white  man  on  the  road  to  lift  my  hat  to 
him,  and  let  me  know  I  was  a  nigger.    That  is  all  they  said  to  me. 

Question.  Did  they  say  anything  else  to  you  ? 

Anstcer.  They  didn't  tell  what  they  were  whipping  me  for^  unless  what  I  just  told 
you. 

Question.  They  shot  at  you  three  times  after  they  got  into  the  house  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  andrfor  fear  of  shooting  the  men  that  were  coming  into  the  door 
facing  me,  was  all  that  saved  me.  If  they  had  not  been  fearful  of  shooting  the  other 
men  they  would  have  shot  me ;  but  by  my  dodging  from  the  front  door  out  toward 
the  fire-place,  they  didn't  hit  me. 

Question.  They  did  not  teU  you  anything  else  except  that  you  should  raise  your  hat 
when  you  saw  a  white  man  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  they  said  didn't  I  know  I  was  a  nigger  ?    I  told  them  yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  you  say  that  was? 

Answer.  Some  time  in  April ;  I  can't  exactly  tell  what  time  or  what  day  of  the  month 
it  was,  because  I  can't  keep  no  books,  nor  read,  nor  write  my  own  name,  much  less 
keep  books ;  and  I  can't  tell  exactly  what  time  it  was ;  but  it  was  in  April ;  I  do  not 
know  whether  it  was  the  last  of  April  or  not ;  but  I  know  one  thing,  it  was  three 
weeks  before  I  could  work  a  lick  after  I  was  beat. 

Question.  When  did  they  whip  Mordecai  Mitchell  ? 
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Answer,  1  do  not  know.    They  whipped  him  after  I  came  away.    I  had  done  comA 
away  when  they  whipped  Mordccai. 
'  Qmstion,  Robin  Coleman  t 

Answer.  After  I  came  away. 

Question,  George  Gladney? 

Answer,  After  I  came  away. 

Question,  Sam  McMillan  f 

Answer,  They  shot  at  him,  and  he  shot  at  them. 

Question,  When  was  that? 

Ansiver,  Sura  said  he  knowed  the  men  that  came  and  whipped  George,  and  be  knowed 
the  two  after  he  swore  in  the  house ;  he  knew  the  men  that  whipped  George,  but  was 
afraid  to  own  it.  They  rode  for  him,  and  called  for  him.  He  was  prepared  for  them^ 
and  when  they  started  in  after  Sam,  he  was  waiting  for  them,  and  Sam  hailed  them, 
and  asked  who  was  that  down  at  the  fence,  and  they  shot  at  Sam.  They  knew  he  was 
outside  of  the  house,  and  shot,  and  Sam  commenced  shooting  at  them. 

Question.  Did  they  hit  him  t 

Anstcer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  know  of.    I  never  conld  learn  whether  any  ball  hit  him. 

Question,  Did  he  hit  any  one  of  them  f 

Answei;  No,  sir ;  he  didn't  know  it  at  the  time,  if  he  did. 

Question.  What  did  they  whip  Coleman  and  Gladney  for  t 

Answer,  I  don't  know. 

Question,  Did  not  they  tell  you  what  they  whipped  them  for  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  not  heart  , 

Anstcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  never  heard  any  reason  assigned  for  it  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  they  had  stolen  anything  or  not  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not,  but  I  will  tell  you  what  I  was  whipped  abont,  at  least 
what  I  always  put  it  i>o.  If  a  man  come  and  told  you  anything  this  year  that  be  will 
have  done  to  you,  and  then  he  don't  do  it  antil  next  year  some  time,  and  then  it  is 
done  like  he  told  you  this  year  it  would  be  done,  you  then  would  certainly  know  that 
was  the  man  that  had  it  done,  and  was  also  in  it,  eveu  if  you  didn't  see  him,  or  if  yon 
saw  him,  and  didn't  know  him,  and  you  would  always  swear  he  done  it.  Coleman 
Carlisle  told  me  he  allowed  to  have  me  whipped,  and  when  they  came  and  got  zne  oat 
of  the  house,  he  bossed  the  Job,  and  when  he  said  I  had  enongh  whipping  they  qnit. 

Question,  What  did  he  say  he  was  going  to  have  yon  whipped  forf 

Answer,  Because  we  had  a  little  fuling  out.  I  worked  for  him  faithfully  as  I  ever 
worked  for^ myself  since  I  bought  my  place,  and  we  made  six  bales  of  cotton,  and  I 
do  not  know  how  many  bushels  of  corn,  and  I  drawed  eleven  dollars  and  five  cents  on 
that  year,  and  when  settling  day  came— I  did  not  stay  until  settling  day ;  we  had  a 
fuss  and  he  drove  me  off.  I  came  back  three  different  times,  and  told  him,  let  me  come 
back  and  gather  my  crop.  Ho  told  me  to  go  away  from  there  or  he  would  blow  my 
brains  out.    I  said,  **  You  say  if  I  don't  go  away  you'll  blow  my  brains  out  f"    He  said, 

"  Yes,  and  I  intend  to  have  your  a e  whipjjed  unless  I  die  before  I  do  it,"  and  he 

shook  his  knife  like  that  [illustrating]  and  said,  "  I'll  have  your  a e  whipped  unless 

I  die  before  I  do  it."  It  run  on  that  year  and  he  never  done  it  until  away  this  year 
Qome  time.  Last  year  was  the  first  year  I  worked  my  own  place.  Year  before  last  I 
worked  with  him.  That  was  the  time  he  told  me— he  run  me  off.  In  the  ^ttherin^ 
of  the  cotton  he  never  gave  my  wife  one  thing,  and  I  only  drawed  eleven  dollars  ana 
five  cente  with  him.  He  had  no  more  account  against  me,  only  that,  and  he  only 
showed  me  four  bales  of  cotton,  and  there  were  two  bales  in  the  gin-house,  and  my 
brother  went  and  looked  and  saw  it  there,  and  he  had  a  fuss  and  run  me  off.  If  he 
could  get  me  run  away,  there  would  be  a  chance  for  him  to  grab  and  steal  all  the  crop, 
as  he  did  it.  When  he  got  the  crop  all  gathered  and  everytiiing,  I  goes  to  him  for  a 
settlement ;  the  cotton  was  ginned  and  picked,  and  I  laid  around  to  see  how  it  was 
working,  and  at  last  it  comes  to  this,  that  he  didn't  make  but  four  bales  of  cotton,  or 
he  said  ne  didn't  make  but  four  bales  of  cotton.  He  showed  me  them  four ;  the  balance 
was  in  the  gin-house,  and  when  it  was  ginned  out,  George  Walker  told  me  there  was 
two  bales  of  it ;  he  helped  gin  it  and  pack  it,  and  he  ought  to  know. 

Questiott,  Who  was  George  Walker! 

Anstver,  He  is  a  colored  man. 

Question.  Where  does  he  live  t 

Answer,  He  lives  close  to  Carlisle. 

Question,  In  Louisville  t 

Answer,  Between  Louisville  and  Brooksville ;  about  twelve  miles  this  side  of  Louis- 
ville,  right  on  the  road ;  when  he  drove  me  away  he  hired  George  to  work  in  my  place. 
He  had  to  have  somebody ;  he  had  so  much  crop  and  did  not  get  it  all  out  nntil  way 
after  Christmas.    He  just  run  over  it,  and  made  four  bales  of  cotton,  he  said. 

Question,  Who  was  George  T 
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.  Answer,  George  Walker.    He  will  never  tell  anybody  that  I  won't  work.    He  will 
always  tell  you  that  I  am  as  good  a  hand  as  he  ever  saw. 

Question.  Where  does  Qeorge  Walker  live  now  ? 

Answer,  He  lives  on  his  own  place  close  to  Mr.  Carlisle's — ahoat  three-quarters  of  a 
mile ;  close  to  Mr.  Carlisle's  old  place  that  he  sold  and  moved  from. 

QueeUon,  That  is  what  yon  think  he  whipped  yon  fort 

Answer,  He  told  me  he  was  going  to  have  it  donOj  and  I  have  a  right  to  believe  it. 
If  you  told  me  yon  were  going  to  have  it  done,  and  if  you  didn't  c6me  for  five  years, 
but  it  comes  and  it  was  just  iiko  you  said,  and  I  saw  your  face  in  the  crowd,  I  have  a 
right  to  believe  it  was  you. 

Question,  You  say  you  were  whipped  because  yon  were  a  radical  f 

Answer.  I  was  a  radical.  I  say  it  again,  and  £  told  you  about  the  Carlisle's  scrape; 
that  is  always  what  I  put  it  to,  what  I  was  whipx)ed  about ;  but  the  biggest  portion 
of  it  was  because  I  was  a  radical,  and  then  this  here  on  top  of  it,  because  Carlisle  tried 
to  cet  me  to  go  with  him  and  vote  with  him.  He  said,  "Drink  my  whisky  and  vote 
witn  me."  I  told  him,  "  I  will  never  vote  with  you  while  the  sun  rises  across  the 
globe,"  and  I  never  will;  and  after  all  that  wo  had  a  falling  out,  and  he  always  had 
Bome  little  unpleasant  feeling  with  me  after  that,  from  the  time  of  the  election ;  after 
that  we  fell  out  and  had  a  few  words,  and  he  struck  me,  and  then,  because  I  caught 
hold  of  the  mule-yoke  he  struck  me  with — I  snatched  it  out  of  his  hand — that  he liit 
me  with  and  throwed  it  down,  and  he  nin  me  off.  He  run  to  his  brother-in-law  to  get 
a  gnn  to  shoot  me  with,  and  I  went  away  and  watched  him,  and  when  he  had  put  the 
giin  down  and  was  out  in  the  lot,  I  went  up  with  my  hat  off,  and  said,  '^  Let  me  come 
uaok  and  get  my  crop  off,"  and  he  said,  "  No,  we  are  parted,  stay  parted ;"  that  was 
the  words. 

Question.  What  did  yon  say  about  Cannon  being  whipped  f 

Answer,  Nathan  Cannon,  Elo's  brother ;  I  said  no  more  than  I  could  say,  if  yon  asked 
me  a  thousand  qnestions.  The  night  he  was  whipped  I  had  to  go  down  to  this  church 
to  meet  him,  and  I  startled  down  Priday  evening  after  dinner,  and  by  riding  along  so 
6low,  knowing  the  folks  along  the  road,  and  talking  to  them,  I  didn^t  get  there  until 
in  the  night.  When  I  got  there  it  was  about  bed-time,  as  nigh  as  I  can  rec- 
ollect, and  when  I  got  there  I  went  down  to  the  spring  to  get  a  drink  of  water, 
and  took  my  hat  and  folded  it  up  in  that  way,  [Mlustrating,]  and  tips  some  water  to 
drink.  When  I  throwed  the  rems  over  my  filly's  head,  to  get  on  her  to  ride  up, 
I  looked  up  the  road,  and  heard  them  coming  down.  I  didn't  know  what  it  was, 
bnt  I  saw"  it  was  men  riding  along,  and  I  got  sort  of  frightened  right  straight. 
I  stopped  still,  and  took  the  bridle  from  over  the  filly's  head,  and  held  the  reins  in 
my  hands  a  few  minutes,  and  when  I  heard  the  lumbering  in  the  house,  and  the  screams 
of  Nathan  Cannon's  wife,  I  Jumped  on  my  filly  and  rode  up  to  Elo's  fence,  and  stood 
there  until  they  got  Nathan  Cannon.  They  had  him  coming  toward  me  down  the  hill, 
and  I  jumped  on  my  filly  and  rode  right  up,  and  when  they  got  down  there  they  com- 
menced whipping  him.  After  I  run  off  the  filly  for  a  piece,  1  stopped  and  come  back 
to  look  through  the  bushes,  and  discern  them  through  the  bushes.  I  kept  the  bushes 
between  me  and  the  people.  If  I  had  had  anything  to  shoot,  I  could  have  shot,  but  I 
had  notliing ;  and  if  I  had  had  it,  I  would  have  been  too  scared  to  shoot,  there  was  so 
many.  I  don't  know  how  many  there  was.  I  was  so  frightened  I  couldn't  coant. 
When  I  looked  amons  them  and  saw  how  they  were  whipping  him,  and  the  voice  ot 
the  man  hollering,  "Murder!  murder!  murder!"  I  jnmped  on  m^  horse  that  minute 
and  went  on  home,  and  never  come  back  there.  That  was  Friday  night.  I  never 
got  back  until  the  next  Sunday  week. 

Question,  You  said  he  told  you  they  whipped  him  for  his  politics  1 

Answer.  I  didn't  tell  you  he  told  me  so.  I  told  you  I  heard  it.  I  told  you  at  the  time 
hearsay  wouldn't  do  me  no  good  to  tell  no  one. 

Question.  Who  did  you  hear  it  from  f 

Answer,  I  heard  it  about  among  the  people.  I  can't  tell  you  exactly  who  by,  because 
I  heard  it  from  some  that  I  remembered.    It  was  just  going  about  among  tue  crowd. 

Question,  How  did  they  open  the  door  ? 

Answer*  It  was  said  that  they  raised  the  latch :  it  was  seen  in  the  latch  where  the 
point  of  the  knife  went  in  to  raise  the  latch  up.  I  didn't  see  them  open  it,  but  I  heard 
them  when  they  went  to  it  and  hollered.    I  was  close  enough  to  hear  the  lumbering. 

Qu^ti&n,  You  are  sure  you  heard  that  they  whipped  him  for  being  a  radical  f 

Answer,  That  is  it,  for  being  a  radical,  and  then  he  was  teaching  school.  I  put  it  to 
them  two  things. 

Question,  When  did  you  say  Jerry  Brown  was  killed  f 

Answer,  He  has  been  killea  about  three  years. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  for  f 

Answer.  For  owning  his  profession ;  that  he  was  so  bold  about  it  in  the  crowd.  He 
was  not  afeared  to  disown  nis  name,  who  he  was,  and  who  he  allowed  to  vote  for,  and 
all  this.  That  was  what  I  ever  heard  he  was  killed  for. 

Question.  Who  told  you  he  was  killed  for  that  f 
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Armjoer,  I  beard  it  amongst  the  whole  crowd  of  people.    It  was  so  said  in  the  wbol« 
neighborhood,  both  black  and  white,  that  I  ever  heard,  v 

Question.  Tell  us  the  name  of  some  one  person  who  told  yon  be  was  killed  for  that 
cause  t 

Anmnr,  I  beard  Warren  McMorris  was  one  man  I  beard  say  it, 

Que«iion,  Where  does  Warren  McMorris  live  f 

Answer.  He  was  living  at  Mr.  Colo's  then.  I  dbn't  know  where  be  is  now;  dead,  I 
reckon. 

Question.  You  think  he  is  dead  f 

Answer.  I  have  no  idea  where  be  is.  I  don't  knc^ir  nothing  aboat  him,  or  wbeie 
be  is. 

Question.  How  was  he  shot;  taken  out  and  shotT 

Anstcer.  Jerry  Brown  f 

Question.  Yes.  f 

Answer.  They  shot  him  in  bis  bed.    He  was  lying  in  bis  bed  when  I  saw  him. 

Question,  Was  ho  shot  there  f 

Answer.  He  must,  undoubtedly,  have  been  shot  in  the  bed.  That  is  what  bis  wife 
told.  She  said  ho  was  lying  flat  of  his  back.  She  got  np  and  opened  the  door.  When 
they  hollered,  "  Open  the  door,"  she  asked  who  it  was.  She  got  over  him  in  the  bed. 
He  just  laid  flat  of  his  back ;  and  she  says  the  first  one  walked  np  to  bim  and  asked, 
"  Who  is  that  in  the  bed  f "  She  said,  "It  is  my  husband."  He  said  back,  "Isn't  it 
old  Jerry  Brown?"  and  then  she  hushed  talking  and  wouldn't  say  nothing.  He 
bad  his  pistol  in  his  hand.  She  didn't  know  what  his  intention  was.  The  man  asked 
Uncle  Jerry,  "  Who  are  you  ?  "  Uncle  Jerry  never  spoke  to  answer.  That  is  the  way 
I  heard  it.  And  then  they  asked  his  wife,  "Who  was  he f"  and  she  says,  "My  bus- 
baud  ;"  and  when  she  said  it  was  ray  husband,  and  he  asked  her  wasn't  it  old  Jerry 
Brown,  she  didn't  say  nothinc,  and  they  called  on  bim,  and  be  didn't  say  nothing,  and 
they  said,  "  Yes  it  is ;"  and  the  first  man  shot  him,  and  shot  bim  right  in  his  temple, 
right  here,  [illustrating,]  and  thefi  he  rolled  over,  and  they  put  another  load  in  bis 
back,  right  agin  his  heart,  and  then  shot  another  ball  in  bis  thigh.  The  ball  tbey 
shot  in  his  thigh,  lyini;  there,  came  through  to  before,  and  raised  up  a  knot  under  the 
skin  like  veins  coming  up ;  and  it  was  so  said  that  some  of  them  cut  the  ball  oat. 

Question.  Who  was  it  that  knocked  Hughes  down  with  a  rockt 

Answer.  It  was  Moses  Bird. 

Question.  When  did  that  happen  f 

Ansxoer.  Last  year. 

Question.  At  what  time  f 

Answer.  I  can't  tell  yon.    Along  in  the  summer  season,  some  time  in  the  year. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  been  living  here  f 

Answer.  I  moved  down  here  some  time  in  May. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  Xovemher  16, 1871. 
PETEE  COOPER  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f 

Anstcer.  I  live  in  Macon  now ;  but  I  formerly  lived  in  Winston  Coonty. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  About  twenty- six  or  twenty-seven  years. ' 

Question.  What  occupation  were  you  following  before  you  came  beret 

Answer.  I  was  teaching  school. 

Que9tion.  A  colored  school,  I  suppose  ? 

Anstrer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Question.  How  came  you  to  quit  teaching  itf 

Answer.  The  Ku-Klux  came  one  night  and  got  after  me. 

Question.  Tell  the  committee  the  particulars  of  it. 

Answ€i\  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know  much  about  it;  but  I  can  tell  what  I  do  know.  I 
oomraenced  teaching  that  Monday  morning,  aud  taught  until  Friday  night,  when  they 
came.  They  came  about  oue  o'clock  at  night.  I  was  not  at  home  that  night.  They 
came  to  my  house  and  looked  for  me,  but  could  not  find  me  anywhere  in  the  bouae. 

Question*  Have  you  a  family  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir  :  I  was  in  a  room  to  myself;  I  was  living  with  another  man. 

Question.  They  did  not  find  you  that  night  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  they  come  back  after  that  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  after  they  could  not  find  me,  tbey  turned  in  and  burst  open  ny 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  493 

trunk  and  got  my  money  ont,  and  bomed  up  my  clothes  In  that  trunk,  and  all  my 
books  I  was  studying. 

Question,  Burned  up  your  trunk  and  books  f 

Answei\  Burst  open  my  trunk  and  got  out  my  clothes  and  money,  and  burned  up  my 
clothes. 

QuesUan,  What  did  they  do  with  the  school-house  f 

j£nswer.  They  didn't  pester  the  school-house. 

Question,  How  much  money  had  you  in  the  trunk  f 

Answer,  Twenty-three  dollars. 

Question,  That  was  stolen  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.    They  burned  up  my  box  of  shoemaker's  tools ;  I  was  a  shoemaker. 

QitesHon,  Did  you  understand  how  many  men  came  there  that  night  f 

Aniwer,  Tes,  sir;  thirty-seven. 

Question,  Did  they  have  disguises  on  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  told  they  had  on  some  white  kind  of  cloth  over  their  faces, 
and  aprons  that  came  down  about  their  knees. 

Question,  Were  they  on  horseback  T 

Answer.  Yea,  sir ;  on  horseback. 

Question.  Armed  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols.  I  don't  think  they  had  anything  more  than  pis- 
tols and  clubs. 

Question.  Had  yon  received  any  warning  not  to  teach  the  school  before  they  came 
for  yodt 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Qtiesiion,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  teachers  being  raided  f 

Answer,  No,  eii ;  I  don't  think  I  do. 

Question,  Do  yon  know  <^  any  colored  school-houses  being  burned  in  Winston 
County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  any  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tell  the  committee  what  you  have  heard  in  relation  to  the  burning  of  col- 
ored school-houses. 

Answer,  There  was  a  school  about  six,  or  seven,  or  eight  miles  from  the  town  of 
Louisville;  I  don't  know  anything  about  it,  only  it  was  burned  up  on  a  Sunday 
evening. 

Question,  Was  it  known  by  whom  it  was  burned  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  never  heard. 

Question.  You  say  you  never  heard  of  anv  teacher  of  colored  schools  being  whipped, 
killed,  or  interfered  with  by  such  as  these  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  one  man  who  was  whipped  for  teaching  a  free  school ; 
that  was  before  the  free-school  system  came  on — ^Nathan  Cannon. 

Question,  Tell  what  you  heard  in  relation  to  Nathan  Cannon. 

Answer.  I  didn't  hear  much  about  him.  They  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  nearly 
to  death. 

Question.  Was  he  a  colored  man  T 

AMwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  long  affo  was  that? 

Answer,  I  couldn't  t^  you  exactly:  it  was  some  time  before  there  was  any  free 
schools.    He  was  paid  by  the  people  of  the  country. 

Question,  Were  you  acquainted  with  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  him  after  be  was  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Did  he  tell  yon  the  particulars  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  You  learned  them  from  others  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  in  Winston  County 
being  whipped  or  killed  T 

Atiswer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  a  fellow  whipped  the  same  night  they  were  after  me. 

Question.  Who  was  he  f 

Answer.  Mordecai  Mitchell. 

Question.  Have  you  told  the  committee  when  it  was  they  were  after  yon ;  have  you 
stated  the  time  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  stated  it.  I  have  the  paper  here  that  I  could  see  what 
time  by,  [producing  a  paper.]  This  is  my  ])etition,  made  about  three  weeks  before  I 
commenced  teaching  school.    This  petition  is  dated  in  March,  1871. 

Question.  Yon  say  this  raid  was  made  upon  you  about  three  weeks  after  this  petition 
was  gotten  up  f 
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-4it5M?er..  Ye8,sir. 

QuestUm,  You  say  that  Mordecai  Mitchell  was  whipped  the  same  night  tbey  i^ere 
after  you  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  in  hearing  of  the  house. 

Qii^siUm,  Were  you  acquainted  with  him  ? 

Anaicer,  Yes,  sir. 

QurMion,  Was  he  a  colored  man  ? 

Anstca'.  Y(*^,sir. 

Question.  Did  he  ever  tell  you  the  particulars  of  his  whipping  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  never  told  me  the  particulars. 

Question.  You  heard  it  from  other  people  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  may  state  to  the  committee  the  facts  as  they  weie  told  to  yon. 

Answer.  We  don't  know  very  much  up  there  what  waa  done  to  others,  for  they  are 
not  allowed  to  talk.  If  they  are  whipped,  they  don't  talk  hardly  any  to  anyliody— 
];ow  much  they  were  whipped,  or  how 

Question.  Whyf 

Anstver.  Because  they  are  afiraid.    They  charge  them  not  to  talk. 

Question.  Those  that  whip  them  charge  them  not  to  tell  of  it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  not  to  tell  anything  about  it. 

Question.  And  they  refuse  to  talk  about  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  some  will  not  talk  at  aU. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  he  was  t^en  out  of  his  house  and  whipped  by  di^nised  men? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  broke  his  g:ate  down  and  took  his  pistols ;  they  torn  him  when 
they  come  back  again  they  woq}d  give  him  his  pistols  back  again. 

Question.  Did  you  understana  that  he  was  whipped  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  went  right  from  my  house. to  where  he  lived. 

Qwistion.  Was  he  a  man  of  a  family  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The^  invaded  his  house  after  night,  and  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  he  was  whipped  for  T 

Ans\cer.  No,  sir. 

QuesUon.  What  did  they  say  they  whipped  hiin  for,  as  you  understood  it  f 

Answer.  I  don't  think  I  understood  what  they  said  they  whipped  him  for. 

Question.  Was  he  severely  whipped  f 

Answer.  They  hit  him  about  fifty  licks,  they  said. 

Qu>estU>n.  Is  he  living  there  ? 

J n^wer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  is  living  there  yet. 

Question.  Whose  plantation  was  he  working  f 

Answer.  He  had  a  place  of  his  own.  ^ 

Questimi,  Had  he  paid  for  his  land  ? 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  not  alL    He  had  paid  part. 

Question.  What  other  colored  men  do  ^ou  know  of  being  whipped  or  killed  f 

Answer.  I  heard  of  Robin  Cojeman  being  whipped. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  his  case  T 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  he  was  taken  out^md  whipped. 

Question.  When  did  that  occur  f 

Answer.  It  occurred  about  four  weeks  after  I  commenced  teaching  schooL 

Question.  Was  he  working  on  a  plantation  ? 

Answer.  Yes, sir;  he  was  working  on  Mr.  Perkins's  place. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  his  ofifense  was  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Qu€stion.  Was  he  a  man  of  a  family  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  said  to  have  been  whipped  by  disguised  men  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  licks  did  you  understand  were  administered  to  him  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  how  much  they  whipped  him. 

Question,  Does  he  still  live  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  lives  there  vet. 

Question.  What  is  the  next  case  7 

Anstcer.  I  heard  of  them  whipping  George  Gladney. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  alK>ut  the  same  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Whose  place  did  he  live  on  f 

Afiswer.  Mr.  Perkms's  place. 

Question.  What  was  he  whipped  for  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard. 

Question.  Waa  he  whipped  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Robin  Ck>loman  f 
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Answer,  Tee,  bit. 

QuesHon.  Did  you  hear  about  the  case  of  Samael  McMillan  f 

Anstper.  No^  sir.    I  am  acquainted  with  him. 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  that  they  shot  at  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  must  have  been  since  I  left  there. 

Question.  Yon  left  there  soon  after  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  about  a  week  after  I  quit  teaching  schooL 

Question.  Have  you  not  been  back  there  since  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  ♦ 

Qttestion.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Sol  Triplett  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  A  colored  man  who  was  killed  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Allen  Bird  f 

Answer,  Yen,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  him  f 

Answer.  I  just  heard  he  was  killed  in  the  Jail,  in  the  cage. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  men  were  disguised  that  killed  him  that  night  f 

Answer.  I  didn't  hear  whether  they  were  disguised  or  not. 

Question.  Was  it  after  night  that  uiey  entered  the  jail  and  killed  him  or  in  the  day- 
t^nef 

Answer.  It  was  at  night. 

Question.  How  many  were  concerned? 

Answer.  I  heard  there  was  about  a  hundred. 

Question.  He  was  in  the  Jail  at  Lowville  f  « 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Jerry  Brown  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Killed  about  three  years  ago  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  He  was  killed  somewhere  not  far  from  Macon  here— Jerry  Brown 
was. 

Question.  Didyonhear  of  thecasef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  did  yon  hear  about  itf 

Answer.  Nothing  more  than  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Killed  near  Macon  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  he  was  killed  at  his  own  house  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  think  he  was  shot  in  his  own  house. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  what  he  was  shot  for? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  William  Coleman  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  hear  the  Ku-Klux  were  after  him  f 

Answer,  Ye&  sir. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  about  his  case  ?  ' 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  were  after  him  one  night,  and  chun*ked  him  about 
with  guns. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  that  they  whipped  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  understood  they  whipped  nun,  too,  and  I  asked  him,  but  he  didn't 
tell  me  they  did.  I  understood  from  others  that  they  whipped  him,  but  he  never  told 
me  they  wmpped  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  he  tell  yon  they  did  not  whip  himf 
Answer.  He  didn't  tell  me  what  they  did. 

By  the  Chaibman: 

Question.  You  understood  from  others  that  he  was  whipped  by  the  Ka-Kluzf 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  a  place  of  his  own  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.  • 

Questuyn.  And  considerable  stock  ? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  He  had  to  leave  the  county  and  come  here,  did  he  not? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Ouesiion.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  cases  of  colored  people  being  either  whipped 
or  killed  in  Winston  County  ? 
Answer.  No,  sir :  I  don't  believe  I  have. 
Question.  You  think  these  are  all  the  oases  yon  can  recollect  or  think  of  now  f 
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Ansxcer,  No,  sir ;  there  was  ODe  man  killed  np  at  Webster,  in  Winston  Coonty. 

Question,  What  was  his  namef  Tell  all  yoa  Know  about  it. 

Answer,  I  believe  that  his  name  was  Jerry — something,  bat  I  cannot  remembeir  bk 
saniame. 

Question,  When  was  he  killed? 

Anstoer.  He  has  been  killed  about  two  years  ago. 

Question,  By  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know.    He  was  shot  in  the  day-time. 

Question,  Wlis  there  more  than  one  man  concerned  in  killing  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know,  sir. 

Question,  What  do  you  understand  he  was  killed  for  f 

Answer,  I  think  they  charged  him  with  persuading  colored  people  to  vote  the  radical 
ticket. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  that  took  a  good  deal  of  interest  in  politics  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  talked  a  good  deal  during  election. 

Question,  Was  he  a  man  that  had  much  influence  with  the  colored  people? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  had  right  smart. 

Question,  Is  it  your  understanding  that  he  was  killed  because  he  rallied  the  colored 
people  to  vote  the  republican  ticket? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  that  the  general  understanding  among  your  people  that  he  was  killed  for 
that  reason  I 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

QuesUon,  Do  you  think  of  any  other  cases? 

Answer,  No,  sir.  • 

Question,  Is  Winston  a  county  that  has  a  good  deal  of  good  land,  or  is  it  ratiier  a 
poor  county? 

Answer,  It  is  a  tolerably  poor  county. 

Question,  Do  they  raise  much  cotton  there? 

Answer,  In  some  places  they  raise  right  smart. 

Question,  Are  there  more  white  people  there  than  colored? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Queetion,  Many  poor  white  people  there  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  good  many. 

Question,  Are  the  poor  whites  friendly  to  the  colored  people  ? 

Answer,  Some  of  them  are. 

Question,  How  is  it  with  the  most  of  them,  are  they  friendly  or  unfriendly? 

Answer,  Most  of  them  are  friendly. 

Question,  Are  they  anxious  to  get  them  out  of  the  county  and  keep  them  from  work- 
ing the  land  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  that  some  of  them  say  that  they  are  going  to  ran  aH  tiie  nui- 
ical  negroes  out.    They  said  that  the  radical  negroes  should  not  live  there. 

Question,  Are  the  whites  in  that  county  pretty  generally  democrats? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir ;  much  more  than  anything  else. 

Question,  You  think  tHe  white  democrats  up  there  are  not  in  favor  of  the  n^iaei 
voting  the  radical  ticket  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  them  say  so  ? 

Antwer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that,  but  the  man  I  was  living  with  at  the  tnie  tker 
were  after  me,  they  told  him  that  I  should  not  live  with  him ;  tlmt  I  was  a  damned  radi- 
cal scalawag,  and  I  had  to  pay  him  ray  rent  and  get  out ;  that  I  should  npt  live  witk 
him ;  and  I  think  about  two  of  them  took  my  feather-bed  out  and  emptied  the  ftalb- 
ers  out  of  it  in  an  old  Aeld.  They  said  I  should  not  live  in  the  house  with  that  ttau. 
He  did  not  fight  at  all,  the  man  I  was  living  with. 

Question,  Are  the  white  people  in  your  part  of  the  county,  where  yon  were  oigafed, 
in  favor  of  colored  schools  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  said  there  shouldn^t  be  no  colored  schools.  They  said  that  I 
was  not  going  to  have  any;  that  I  shouldn't  teach  at  all. 

QuestiSn,  What  reason  did  they  give  why  they  were  opposed  to  the  colored  people 
being  educated  ? 

Answer,  They  think  they  are  opposed  to  paying  taxes  for  the  purpose  of  oehoeliDg 
colored  children. 

Question,  Does  a  colored  man  fare  any  better  up  there  if  he  votes  the  demociatic 
ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  makes  you  think  so  ? 

Answer,  Well,  I  have  seen  how  they  treat  some  that  voted  the  radical  ticket,  ftey 
are  treated  better  among  the  white  people. 

Quesiiion,  If  they  vot«  the  democratic  ticket  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 
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QmetUtm,  Yoa  have  seen  that  yourself  f 

An9u>er.  I  have  a  brother  there  that  votes  the  democratic  ticket,  and  he  is  Just  the 
Bame  as  they  aa?e.    They  treat  him  the  same  way. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Treat  him  the  same  as  though  he  was  white  T 
Anawer.  Yes,  idr. 

By  the  Cujltkmas: 

Queatum,  Do  you  think  he  votes  the  democratic  ticket  from  principlci  because  he 
prefers  that  party,  or  booause  ho  con  get  along  better  with  the  whites  f 

Answer,  He  votes  only  because  he  can  get  along  better.  Ho  is  of  the  same  opinion 
that  he  always  wan.  , 

Question,  He  is  at  Jieart,  then,  a  rudioali  you  think  f 

Answer,  Yee,  hit. 

Question.  Asa  general  thing,  if  lofb  to  themselves,  how  would  the  colored  people 
vote! 

Answer.  Thev  would  all  vote  radical,  to  my  opinion,  and  a  heap  don't  vote  at  all,  on 
account  of  maKiDg  disturbances  with  the  white  people.  A  great  many  don't  vote  at 
all.    A  heap  will  voto  any  way,  and  some  few  vote  with  the  white  people. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  owners  of  land  try  to  prevent  the  colored  people  from 
Toting  the  republican  ticket  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Did  you  say  this  colored  man  you  lived  '^ith  did  not  votef 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  never  voted  at  all  the  last  election. 

Question.  Why  notf 

Answer,  I  don't  know  the  reason. 

Question,  Was  he  afraid  to? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  did  not  vote  on  account  of  some  of  the  white  people  telling  him 
he  was  all  right;  if  he  did  not  vote  for  them  not  to  vote  at  all,  and  he  would  fare  bet- 
ter among  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  The  democrats  are  able  to  carry  the  election  in  Winston  County  f 
Answh'.  Yes,  sir,  they  carry  it  there. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Qmestion.  Where  were  you  when  William  Coleman  was  whipped  f 

Answer,  I  was  living  in  town  at  Louisville. 

Qumtion.  Did  you  hear  of  it  at  the  time  f 

Answer,  Yes,  At.  , 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  him  say  about  itT 

Answer,  I  asked  him  one  day  something  about  the  whipping  of  him.  and  he  told  roe 
he  hadn't  told  nobody  that  they  whipt^  him.  I  told  nim  I  had  neard  that  they 
whipped  him.  He  only  told  me  he  hadn't  told  nobody,  much  less  he  did  not  tell  me 
at  that  time;  but  he  said  he  was  going  to  leave  there  shortly.  He  was  fixing  up  then 
to  leave. 

Question,  How  soon  was  this  after  he  was  whipped  f 

Answer,  Not  more  than  two  days.  He  was  fixing  to  leave  then,  and  I  asked  him 
about  it. 

Question.  Did  he  have  any  marks  upon  him  where  he  had  been  whipped  f 

Answer,  1  heard  it  said  that  he  was  marked  up.  I  heard  some  colorod  people  speak 
about  it,  that  he  was  marked  up,  but  I  don't  believe  I  saw  any  scars. 

OuesHon.  Yon  could  not  see  any  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  did  not  look  at  his  baokf 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  his  face. 

Quettion.  Did  yon  run  your  fingers  through  his  hair  and  feel  any  wounds  there  f 
I     Answer.  Ko,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  He  said  he  did  not  tell  anybody  he  was  whipped  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  what  he  told  me. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  him  to  deny  that  he  was  whippi>ed  by  what  he  said  f 

Answer.  Well,  no,  sir ;  I  did  not  understand  him  that  he  denied  it,  but  from  what 
other  x>eople  had  told  me  that  he  was  whipped,  and  from  what  he  said,  he  said  he 
didn't  tell  nobody  he  was  whipped.    I  told  him  I  heard  he  was  whipped. 

32  H 
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Beville  make  the  remark.    I  never  saw  any ;  none  ever  called  on  me.    I  know  nothing 
about  them  personally. 

Question,  Is  it  your  information  that  they  were  in  disguise— in  their  ooetomee  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question.  In  what  number  do  you  understand  that  they  passed  through  townf 

Anmcer.  From  fifteen  to  twenty. 

Question.  When  should  this  have  occurred? 

Anstoer.  I  think  it  must  have  been  in  May,  perhaps.    I  couldn't  locate  the  timeu 

Question.  In  May  laetf 

Anaujer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  the  night-time  T 

Answer.  In  the  night ;  about  midnight. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  any  ontr%e  about  that  time  supposed  to  have  been  com- 
mitted by  them  f  , 

Answer.  None  at  all,  sir,  that  I  recollect. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  their  being  seen  or  of  their  having  made  visitatioBS  in 
other  parts  of  the  county? 

Answer.  There  were  some  five  or  six  came  to  my  plantation,  five  miles  below  here. 
That  has  been  about  three  months  ago,  I  reckon. 

Question.  At  ni^ht  f 

Answer.  At  night;  about  midnight,  sir. 

Question.  Was  any  person  molested  or  interfered  with  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  They  took  the  gentleman  living  there  and  carried  him  off  witb 
them  up  to  Mr.  Haj'ne's  in  search  of  a  negro,  and  when  they  got  there  he  was  not  there. 
They  made  him  take  them  there ;  made  him  get  his  mule  and  lead  them  np  there. 

Question.  They  did  not  find  the  ne^ro  manf 

Answer.  No,  sir.  Mr.  Johnson,  living  on  my  plantation,  told  me  when  they  got  np 
there  they  did  not  find  the  boy,  and  turned  him  loose.  They  went  to  Mr.  Hayue'e 
plantation,  which  is  al!>oot  a  mile  from  me. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  negroes  being  killed  and  whipped  hi  different  parts  of 
the  county  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  T 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  them,  but  know  nothiag  about  them  of  iny  own  knowledge. 
I  paid  mighty  little  attention  to  these  things.  I  don't  want  to  be  connected  with 
them ;  yet  it  has  been  done  all  over  the  county. 

Question.  How  long  has  this  state  of  things  been  going  on  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  don't  think  we  had  any  in  the  county  until  about  twelve  or  eighteen 
months  ago.  Some  portions  of  the  county  have  been  very  quiet,  and  had  no  visita- 
tions from  Ku-Klux  at  all. 

Question.  What  localities  in  the  county  seem  to  have  been  visited  by  them  most  f 

Answer.  Mushulaville,  up  west  of  here,  and  in  that  range.  It  seems  they  ham 
prowled  about  it  more  than  any  other  place. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Betsey  Lucas,  who  lived  at  this  time  in 
Macon ;  of  a  whipping  she  received  at  Robert  Jackson's,  in  the  north  part  of  this 
oountj^f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it. 
J   Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Sam  Cog^,  a  colored  man  said  to  have  been 
kiUed  by  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  only  know  he  was  killed  above  here,  but  I  know  notJiing  about  it 

Question.  You  heard  of  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  in  this  county. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Dick  Malone  about  the  same  tinj^t 

Answer.  Only  of  the  fact.    I  heard  he  was  killed.  y 

QuesUon.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack,  near  Shnqualak  ?        h 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  \ 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  the  particulars  f 

Answer,  Only  firom  the  negro  man  living  by  him  that  was  telling  me  thdl&raoiB- 
stances  under  which  he  was  kiUed.  l 

Question.  Did  you  hear  what  was  the  cause  of  his  being  killed  f  \ 

Answer,  No,  su*;  I  never  heard  the  cause.  He  was  represented  by  his  friencr*  ^ 
very  good  negro.    The  community  was  very  mnch  astonished  tiiat  he  was  killed- 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  whipping  of  Isam  Lowry  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Or  of  the  whipping  of  Alexander  Hughes  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  noming  about  it.  * 

Queslwn.  Or  of  the  whipping  of  William  Coleman  f 

Answer.  I  know  nothing  at  all  about  it. 

(hiesfion.  Have  you  heard  of  the  killing  of  Johnson  Keitt  the  psst  sprinft  f 

Answeir.  si  o. 

Question.  Of  the  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett  T 

Answer,  I  only  heard  of  it.    1  know  nothing  about  it. 
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QuestUm,  Have  yoa  heard  of  the  case  of  a  man  -who  was  pnt  id  the  hands  of  a  con- 
stable to  be  brought  to  Macon,  liie  body  afterward  being  found  in  the Tombigbee  River  f 

Jnsioer,  I  only  know  from  what  the  persons  in  the  io^ediate  neighborhood  told  me. 
I  know  nothing  of  my  own  knowledge  at  all.  The  matter  was  all  before  the  grand 
jury.  The  foreman  of  the  grand  jury  lives  here  in  town.  It  was  sixteen  or  eighteen 
miles  from  us. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  hear  of  the  killing  of  a  colored  maif  near  Br<^oksville,  about  the 
middle  of  June  last  f 

Answer^  What  was  his  name  ? 

Question.  I  do  not  know  his  name. 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  hiia. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  the  killing  of  Hopkins  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  only  heard  of  it.    Iknow  nothing  about  it  in  the  world. 

Question.  Do  ^ou  recollect  his  iii-st  name  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Questkm.  Was  he  a  colored  man  t 

Ansiper.  I  think  he  was. 

QuegtUm/'BMve  you  heard. of  a,ny  person  whipped  or  killed  on  the  Wilbanks  planta- 
tion f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  had  a  negro  woman,  my  cook ;  I  don't  know  whether  she  lived  on 
the  WUbanks  plantation  or  not.  She  was  the  only  one.  She  was  living  at  either 
Joshua  Bell's  or  Tidd  Bell's,  one  or  the  other.    It  is  her  tale  that  was  told  me. 

Qu€9tion.  What  is  the  name  of  Mr.  Wissler,  who  was  killed  in  Macon  last  week  ? 

Answer.  Charles  Wissler. 

Question.  Will  yon  give  the  committee  the  particulars  of  his  death  as  you  hav« 
learned  them  f 

Answer.  I  was  not,  at  the  time  of  the  killings  in  Maoon.  I  was  at  the  m!ll,  14  or  15 
miles  above  here,  and  did  not  get  Itome  till  last  Saturday.  The  killing  took  placo  on 
Wednesday.  I  understood  he  was  putting  up  a  bedstead  in  his  room,  and  two  step- 
children were  assisting  him  in  putting  the  bedstead  up,  and  he  looked  and  saw  that 
one  of  the  windows  was  open.  H(^  hiid  been  informed  that  perhaps  he  would  be  killed. 
He  turned  around  and  remarked  to  one  of  his  children,  **It  will  not  do  to  have  this 
window  open ;"  so  he  went  to  close  it ;  and  it  seemed  one  of  the  shutters  was  hard,  so 
that  he  could  not  close  it,  and  he  went  to  putting  the  .bedstead  up  and  was  snot 
through  the  window. 

Question.  What  official  position  did  he  hold  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  magistrate  and  coroner. 

Question.  Was  he  also  a  deputy  marshal  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  speak  knowingly  as  to  that,  but  I  think  he  was  a  deputy  mar- 
shal. 

Question.  Have  you  understood  that  he  was  threatened  before  he  was  killed  ? 

Anmver.  1  do  not  know  that  anybody  threatened  him,  only  there  was  a  supposition 
with  many  that  probably  he  would  be  killed,  and  he  was  cautioned  that  he  should  be 
particular.    I  don't  know  of  any  threat  at  all. 

Question.  Was  he  a  prominent,  active  republictm  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  he  was ;  an  energetic,  industrious  man,  and  a  very  thorough  repub- 
lican. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  of  a  secret,  oath-bound  organization,  called  the 
*^ White  Rose!" 

Answer.  I  have  only  heard  of  it.    I  know  nothing  in  the  world  about  it. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  such  an  organization  exists  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  believed  that  that  organization  is  distinct  from  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  so.  I  think  it  is  rather  for  political  purposes.  I  think  it  is  for  the 
purpose,  of  carrying  the  present  election.    That  is  my  idea. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  secret  society  here  called  ''The  Sons  of  the 
South  t" 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
.  Question.  How  long  is  that  said  to  have  existed  ? 

Answer.  I  knew  nothing  about  that  until  the  speakinc  at  Brooksville,  about  two 
weeks  ago.  I  was  up  there  with  our  speakers,  and  several  men  remarked  to  me,  '*  We 
would  like  to  have  you  join  th^  Native  Sons  of  the  South.' "  I  told  them  I  was 
already  a  native  son  of  the  South,  and  would  not  join  any  company  to  make  me  one. 
They  were  very  anxious  to  get  as  many  members  as  they  could.  We  laughed  about  it 
and  passed  it  off. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  it  was  a  secret  society  ? 

Anstcef.  I  can't  say  whether  it  is  strictly  a  secret  society.    It  is  an  organization. 

Questicm.  Have  you  heard  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  being  interfered  with  or 
molested  in  any  way  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  know  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools ;  only  one  who 
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was  going  to  teach  a  white  school — ^Mr.  Dericut  was  going  to  teach  a  school  at  MoA- 
ulayUle. 

QueaHon,  State  the  partioula];?. 

Answer,  He  was  to  have  taught  a  free  school  in  the  neighborhood  of  MnshnlaYille, 
and  a  few  nights  before  he  commenced  it,  or  before  he  womd  have  commenced  it  and 
taught  a  few  days,  the  Ku-Klux,  or  some  individuals  disguised,  visited  him  and  noti- 
fied him  that  he  could  not  teabh  a  free  school,  and  he  desisted  and  did  not  do  it  It 
prevented  him  from  doing  it.  I  think  in  a  few  nights  afterward  the  school-house  was 
burned.    It  was  just  put  up,  and  cost  some  $300  or  $400. 

Question.  That  was  a  free  white  school  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  a  free  white  school.   Our  free  schools  were  Just  going  into  operation. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  what  was  the  cause  or  motive  for  these  oatrages  t 

Answer.  Only  opposition  to  free  schools,  I  suppose. 

Question.  Do  you  kuow,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  colored  school-houses  or  churches 
being  burned  f 

Answer.  Well,  there  has  been  a  church  biimed  up  here  a  few  nights  ago ;  but  whether  * 
it  was  accidental,  or  whether  the  people  burned  it  up,  I  can't  say.    It  was  a  colored 
church. 

Question.  In  what  county  was  it  f 

Answer.  It  was  about  two  miles  from  Brooksville. 

QwBstion.  You  know  nothing  about  the  circumstances  ? 

Answer.  Nothing  in  the  world,  sir. 

Question.  Has  there  been,  and  is  there  at  this  time,  any  exposition  on  the  part  of  the 
white  people  of  this  county,  or  any  portion  of  them,  to  the  establj^ment  of  colored 
schools,  and  the  education  of  colored  people? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  very  great  opposition.  The  law  favored  it.  I 
think  the  people  are  opposed  to^t,  but  I  do  not  think  they  are  in  favor  of  any  violence 
against  it ;  there  may  be  some  few,  but  I  do  not  think  the  mass  of  the  white  people  are 
opposed  to  it ;  many  are  opposed  to  it  who  would  not,  of  course,  use  any  violence 
against  it. 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  influence  being  exerted  to  deter 
colored  men  who  would  vote  the  radical  ticket  from  attending  the  polls,  or  to  induce 
them  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  I  do. 

Queslion.  Have  you  heard  anything  upon  that  subject  ? 

Answer.  I  think  not ;  if  I  have  I  have  forgot  it. 

Qiiestion.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  scourgings  and  murders  of  colored  men 
in  this  community  f 

Ansfver.  Well,  sir,  that  is  a  very  difficult  matter  for  me  to  answer,  for  really  I  do  not 
know  what  cause  tbere  may  be  to  scourge  them,  to  murder  them,  and  to  assassinate 
them.  I  oould  not  say,  really,  what  is  the  cause  or  the  wish  on  the  part  of  these  peo- 
ple who  do  it. 

Question.  Have  your  courts  been  able  to  punish  these  offenses  eommitted  by  bands  of 
men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  It  has  been  very  difficult  to  find  true  bills  against  them. 

Qnestion.  From  what  cause  does  that  difficulty  arise  f 

Answer.  I  could  not  say,  as  I  have  never  been  on  the  grand  jury,  only  I  hare  been 
informed  that  it  is  difficult  to  find  true  bills. 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  have  you  known,  or  heard  of,  any  white  men  bein^  pun- 
ished for  any  offenses  oommeuced  against  negroes  by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  one. 

Qtiestion.  What  effect  have  these  various  whlppiugs  and  murders  inflicted  upon  the 
colored  people  had  in  alarming  the  colored  people — making  them  feel  insecure  and 
dissatisfied  f     « 

Answer.  Well,  here  is  the  result.  Now,  in  these  communities  where  the  negroes  have 
been  visited,  and  where  some  of  them  have  been  whipped  and  threatened,  tliey  usoaDy 
have  left  the  neighborhood,  and  gone  off  where  they  think  there  is  greater  security. 
In  the  neighborhood  a  great  deal  of  the  lands  are  lying  waste  and  unoccupied. 

Question.  What  effect  have  these  disturbances  produced  in  depreciating  the  value  of 
your  land  in  Noxubee  County  ? 

Answer.  1  think  it  has  affected  it  more  or  less.  To  what  extent  I  am  not  prepared 
to  say.  9 

Questum.  I  heard  the  sheriff  this  noon  crying  a  body  of  land  at  $1  an  acre,  at  whieh 
;pTice  it  was  subsequently  sold  by  him,  lying  in  the  north west<ern  part  of  this  county. 
Is  it  common  that  real  estate  is  sold  at  such  a  sacriiice  at  forced  sales  here  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  it  is  very  common  for  land  to  be  sold  at  from  50  cents  to  |5  wli^oi  it 
comes  to  the  block. 

Question.  What  were  such  lands  worth  before  the  war  ? 

Anstoer.  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  sort  of  laud  this  was  that  was  sold,  bat  yon 
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may  take  tlie  best  land  in  the  prairio  here,  which  was  worth  from  $40  to  $60,  and  put 
it  up  to-morrow  to  be  sold,  and  it  would  not  b^ng  $8  an  acre,  or  not  exceeding  |10. 
Question,  To  what  cause  do  yon  ascribe  this  great  depreciation  ? 

Answer,  I  cant  ascribe  it  to  any  other  cause  than  want  of  security  and  quietude 
in  the  country. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  is  the  reason  why  emigration  is  not  flowing  in  here 
freely  and  taking  up  your  land? 

Anstper.  1  think  so ;  that  is  my  impression. 

Question,  These  lands,  with  proper  culture,  would  be  as  productire  liow  as  they  were 
before  the  war  f 

Ansujer.  Yes. 

Question,  Arid  these  prairie  lands,  before 'the  war,  you  say  were  intrinsically  worth 
mm  |40  to  $60  an  acre  f 

Answer,  Yes,  the  best  land  sold  for  ftom  $40  to  $60  an  acre ;  some  come  down  much 
lower. 

Question.  Are  many  transfers  in  real  estate  being  made  in  this  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  many ;  the«fact  is  nobody  here  is  able  to  buy,  and  everybody 
wants  to  sell,  and,  there  being  no  capitalists  coming  into  the  country,  there  are  no 
sales  made. 

Question,  What  efforts  are  being  made  to  induce  capitalists  to  come  into  the  country 
to  settle  f 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  inducements  at  all ;  nothing  at  all  held  out. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  tbarnorthem  men  who  would  come  here  and  settle  bona  fide f 
and  bring  capital  with  them,  would  be  received  upon  terms  of  social  equality,  and 
would  be  treated  with  friendship  and  cordiality  by  the  old  white  residents  of  the 
county  f 

Answer,  That  is  a  difQcult  question.  Now  there  is  a  great  many  of  our  citizens  have 
a  pr^udice  against  the  Yankee,  or  against  the  northern  man,  but  after  he  settles  here, 
and  ooes  not  meddle  with  polities,  I  believe  that  after  a  while  he  commonly  settles  down 
and  he  gets  on  very  well  with  the  people. 

Question.  Does  that  suppose  that  he  agrees  with  the  prevailing  political  sentimelht 
heret 

Answer,  Well,  if  he  is  quiet,  and  has  but  little  to  do  with  politics,  he  can  get  along 
very  well ;  if  he  meddles  much  with  politics  he  haa  mighty  little  friendship  meted  out 
to  him. 

Question,  What  would  be  the  case  if  he  were  openly  to  proclaim  his  political  senti- 
ments, if  he  were  a  republican,  and  strove  to  aavance  the  success  of  the  republican 
party,  or  do  you  mean  that  he  would  be  socially  ostracised  for  that  cause  f 

Answer,  To  some  extent  be  would. 

Question,  How  are  the  colored  people  behaving  themselves  in  this  county  ? 

Answer,  As  a  general  thing  I  think  they  are  braving  themselves  probably  as  well  as 
in  any  county  In  the  State. 

Question.  Is  there  generally  a  state  of  harmony  between  them  and  the  white  people  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  so. 

Question,  Does  there  remain,  in  your  opinion,  any  prejudice  among  the  whites  against 
colored  suffrage,  or  have  they  become  thoroughly  reconciled  to  itf 

Ansuwr,  I  think,  to  a  great  extent,  they  have  become  reconciled  to  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  of  cases  where  the  owners  of  land  have 
Bought  by  undue  influence  to  induce  thefr  colored  tenants,  or  those  who  work  their 
land  upon  shares,  to  vote  the  democratic  ticket  f 

Answer,  None.    I  have  no  case. 

Question.  What,  in  your  judgment,  is  the  cure  for  these  disturbances  of  which  you 
have  spoken  ?  I  mean  those  disturbances  created  by  men  in  disguise  prowling  through 
the  country,  whipping  and  murdering  inoffensive  negroes  f 

Answer,  Well,  that  is  a  thing  I  have  studied  a  good  deal  about,  as  to  what  would 
correct  it.  Now,  a  law,  unless  it  is  sustained  by  public  opinion,  would  be  very  badly 
executed.  I  think  often  if  the  people  would  meet  together  and  denounce  these  Ku- 
Klux  associations  and  these  muiders,  &c.,  &c.,  it  would  have  a  mighty  good  effect  upon 
them. 

Question,  Have  the  whites  never  done  that  in  this  county  f 

An8wet\  No,  sir,  not  that  I  know  of.  The  republicans,  you  see,  do  not  think  it  would 
be  proper  for  them  to  do  it ;  that  it  would  have  no  good  effect. 

Question.  And  the  democrats  hdve  never  initiated  any  such  movement  f 

Answer,  No,  sir.  I  have  spoken  to  several  of  them  in  reference  to  the  propriety  of 
it,  but  they  have  never  done  anything. 

Question,  What  do  they  say  ? 

Answer,  They  say  these  outrages  are  very  wrong,  but  they  do  not  want  to  incur  the 
displeasure  of  the  Ku-Klux,  and  I  say  no  more. 

Question,  Then  they  believe  in  the  existence  of  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  and  fear  their 
Veageance  in  case  they  take  any  movement  against  it  f 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  the  belief  that  it  is  a  wide-spread  organizstioD.  so  that  yon  neTcr 
kuow  upon  whose  toes  you  are  treading  when  you  denounce  them  T 

Jnmper.  No ;  I  think  not.  I  think  perhaps  tnere  are  only  one  or  two  organiaatioDS 
in  the  county,  and  those  are  out  in  the  sparsely  settled  portions  of  the  eonnty,  where 
they  hanlly  ever  owned  a  negro.  That  is  my  idea ;  in  another  portion  of  the  county, 
where  parties  owned  a  few  negroes,  I  think  probably  there  is  some  sentiment  in  tiiat 
direction,  but  I  can't  say.  But  going  in  the  southeastern  portion  of  the  county  here, 
where  the  bulk  of  the  negro  population  is,  and  every  man  that  owned  slaves  is  inter- 
ested in  keeping  his  negroes  at  home  and  his  plantation  stocked  with  laborers,  tben 
has  been  no  organization  of  the  kind  that  I  know  of.  Those  that  have  come  aaong 
them  were  from  a  distance. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  if  the  democratic  party  were  to  reeolately  eefc  their 
faces  against  these  outrages  and  determine  to  put  them  down  they  would  cease  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  they  would  cease. 

Question.  Have  you  sought  to  impress  yonr  views  upon  the  democrats  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  only  spoken  to  one  or  two  of  them. 

Question.  The  proposition  did  not  seem  to  me«t  with  much  favor  ?  ^ 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  seemed  to  think  there  was  no  use  in  attempting  it ;  that 
^^  maybe  we  might  be  visited  ourselves,  and  we  had  better  let  it  alone.'' 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  How  is  the  taxation  here  as  compared  with  #hat  it  formerly  wasf 

Answer.  Previous  to  the  war  the  tax  on  land  was  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent.  I 
think  during  slavery,  and  now  it  is  half  of  one  percent. ;  it  was  last  year;  tae  piesent 
tax  is  forty  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars — four  mills  on  the  dollar. 

Question.  Is  the  total  amount  of  taxation  levied  in  the  county  larger  than  it  was 
during  the  war  ? 

Anstser.  I  really,  general,  did  not  live  in  the  county.  I  came  in  about  the  time  <tf  the 
w^r.  I  do  not  remember  what  the  taxation  was,  or  what  amount  was  gathered.  I  do 
not  know  that  there  was  a  great  deal  of  difference  between  then  and  now.  The  tax  on 
land  is  not  very  much  diiferent,  because  land  then  was  worth  from  twenty-five  to  fifty 
dollars  an  acre,  and  they  paid  three-eighths  of  one  per  cent.  Now  the  land  is  pnt  in  at 
an  average  of  seven  dollars  and  a  hSif  for  the  whole  county  over,  and  the  last  tax 
levied  was  half  of  one  per  cent.    The  tax  is  not  very  different. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  What  was  the  general  valuation  before  the  war? 

Answer.  1  really  do  not  know  what  the  general  valuation  was;  but  it  ranged  fitom 
twenty-five  to  sixty  dollars.  I  know  what  the  present  valuation  or  the  last  assessment 
was,  because  I  took  the  books  and  saw  what  the  general  average  was  through  the 
county. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Are  there  not  other  subjects  of  taxation  ? 
Answ^.  Yes,  sir;  mnles  and  horses,  &o. 
Question.  Everything  of  that  kind  is  subject  to  taxation? 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  were  not  subject  to  taxation  prior  to  the  war? 
Answer.  They  were  not. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  that  the  heavy  taxation  has  some  effect  in  depreciaUojr 
the  land?  ^  * 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  don't  think  it  affects  the  price  of  land. 
Question.  Is  not  the  school  tax  in  addition? 
*Answer.  Half  per  cent. ;  certainly. 
Question.  How  much  is  it? 
Answer.  Our  tax  this  year  amounts  to  one  and  nearly  three-quarters  of  one  per  cent. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  That  is  your  entire  tax? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  county,  school,  State,  and  all— one  and  three*fourths  of  one  per  cent*. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  it  prior  to  the  war? 

Answer.  I  don't  know  what  the  whole  tax  was.  State  and  county.  We  had  no  free- 
school  tax  at  all,  and  we  had  no  poor-houses,  ana  now  wo  have  built  apoor-bonse,  and 
we  built  a  new  jail  at  $15,000,  which  made  our  tax  last  year  much  heavier. 

Question.  Did  that  jail  cost  1 15,000? 

AiisWi^.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  it  worth  to  build  it? 

Answer.  The -cost  Was  something  near  that.    It  was  built  at  a  season  of  the  year  at 
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which  material  cost  more.  It  was  in  October  the  contract  was  made,  and  it  was  very 
diffienlt  to  get  materials  brought  up  the  road.  The  iron- work,  cages,  Sui.,  cost  about 
$3,000. 

QuettUm.  Was  it  built  by  contract  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

QvesUon^  How  do  yon  know  the  actual  cost,  thenf 

Anstoer,  I  was  on  the  board  of  supervisors  at  the  time,  and  afterward  the  party  that 
contracted  did  not  have  the  money  to  build  it,  and  I  bought  him  out  and  paid  him  $750 
and  took  half  of  the  contract  and  helped  build  the  jai].  It  is  payable  in  county  war- 
rants, and  those  warrants  were  at  a  heavy  dopreciatioui  and  it  had  to  be  built  entirely 
out  of  money. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  of  this  killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  negro  meeting  in  an  acy  oin- 
ing  county  a  few  days  ago? 

The  WrrNBSS.  Below  heref 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes,  sir. 

The  Witness.  I  only  heard  of  it  to-day  as  I  came  up  from  Shuqualak. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  of  itf 

Answer.  I  heard  that  he  was  shot. 

Question.  What  for  f 

Answer.  That  he  was  shot,  I  believe,  for  intermeddling  with  some  negroes  that  he 
had  gone  and  bothered.  I  got  it  from  the  neerqes  to-day  that  rode  on  with  me,  bring- 
ing some  bed-clothes  up  to  a  negro  in  jail.  Tasked  them  where  they  were  going  wim 
those  bed-clothes.  They  told  me  they  were  going  to  friends  or  relations  of  theirs  in 
Jail.  I  asked  what  they  were  in  jail  for.  They  told  me  they  were  charged  with  shoot- 
ing this  white  man  down  there. 

Question.  Wo^  that  the  white  man  that  was  shot  at  a  public  meetipg  f 

The  Witness.  At  Scooba? 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes. 

The  Witness.  No,  sir.    This  took  place  at  Wabalak,  in  this  county. 

Question.  What  did  the  intermeddling  amount  to  f  You  say  the  negroes  shot  him 
because  he  intermeddled  with  them  f 

Answer.  This  negro  did  not  tell  me  that  these  negroes  that  were  arrested  really  shot 
him  ;  only  that  thov  had  been  charged  with  it,  and  that  the  magistrate  had  comm.itt'f'd 
them  upon  the  evidence  before  him ;  that  they  knew  nothing  about  it,  though.  They 
said,  ^'  He  has  come  frequently  on  where  we  live,  and  has  meddled  with  our  stock,  and 
has  come  there,  and,"  says  he,  "  he  has  abused  my  wife." 

Question.  In  what  way  ? 

Answer.  I  ne^ier  asked  him.  I  met  up  with  a  friend  of  mine,  and  the  negroes  rode  on, 
and  the 'conversation  stopped  right  there. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  the  name  of  the  white  man  T 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  they  rode  on  to  the  jail,  and  I  stopped  with  a  friend. 

Question.  There  was  a  meeting  the  other  day  at  a  small  town  in  Lowndes  County 
where  another  white  man  was  killed  by  a  negro t 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Question.  What  did  you  hear  about  thatf 

Answer.  I  heard,  general,  several  conflicting  statements  in  reference  to  it.  I  heard 
that  Mr.  Lewis  had  gone  there  with  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  Bliss;  that  he,  per- 
haps, was  speaking  or  giving  some  explanations;  I  think  he  was  speaking;  a  white  man 
walked  up  and  asked  him  if  he  was  a  white  man  or  a  negro;  and  that  a  gun  went  off, 
or  a  pistol,  just  at  that  time,  and  the  white  man  broke  to  get  out  of  the  crowd,  and 
Lewis  remarked,  ^*  Kill  him,"  and  they  shot  at  him.  That  is  what  I  heard.  And  then 
I  heard  that  this  white  man  pulled  a  pistol  and  shot  at  Lewis.  I  do  not  know  any- 
thing about  it  at  all. 

Question.  They  killed  him,  did  they? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  % 

Question.  How  many  balls  did  he  have  in  him  ? 

Answer.  I  never  heiurd  how  many ;  only  that  he  was  killed. 

Question.  That  was  at  Artesia  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  white  man  killed  t  * 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  his  name  was. 

Question.  It  was  Lewis  that  cried  out,  *' Shoot  himf" 

Ansfwer.  So  I  heard  it,  sir. 

Quesiiwu  Who  is  Lewis!  • 

Answer.  Lewis  is  the  republican  candidate  for  sheriff  in  Lowndes  County. 

Question,  Did  you  say  you  were  a  candidate? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  On  what  ticket  are  you  a  candidate? 

Answer,  Republican  ticket. 

Questum^  Do  you  not  know  that  Sam  Coger  is  now  alive? 
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Anmaer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  him.  I  heard  thai  he  was  killed.  I  do  not  know 
that  he  was  killed  or  that  he  is  alive;  I  only  heard  the  statement  of  the  £Act  that  he 
was  killed. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  that  this  man  Charles  Wisher,  who  was  killed  here  the 
other  day,  was  under  indictment  for  murder t 

Answer,  Yes;  up  here  at  Corinth. 

Question,  How  did  be  murder  the  mant 

Answer,  I  have  heard  different  statements  of  how  the  thing  occmred. 

Question,  Let  us  hear  what  you  have  heard  ahout  it. 

Antwtr,  Well,  I  heard  it  from  Wissler  himself  once,  and  then  I  had  it  from  penoBS 
at  Corinth  in  going  through  there.  I  will  state  to  yon  both.  Wben  Wissler  came  down 
I  saw  him  on  the  street  and  asked  him  how  it  was  that  this  man  had  been  bnmed  np,  and 
he  told  me  tbat  be  ^Wissler)  bad  some  prisoners  bringing  down  bere  to  bond, and  that  he 
had  a  pistol  in  bis  side  ]>ocket,  having  on  a  summercoat  orlight  coat,  so  tbat  when  hecame 
to  sit  down  in  the  chair  it  struck  the  comer  of  the  chair  and  turned  his  pocket  np,  and 
the  pistol  fell  out  on  the  floor.  Tbat  he  took  the  lamp  tbat  set  on  the  table  and  picked 
it  up,  and  looked  on  the  floor  and  picked  his  pistol  no;  and  when  be  went  to  put  tiie 
lamp  back  on  the  table,  as  he  raised  with  the  lamp,  which  was  a  tali-topped  lamp,  this 
roan  reached  over  to  get  some  butter  or  sometbing  in  front  of  him.  He  was  on  his 
right,  and  having  bis  pistol,  and  not  noticing  any  arm  as  he  raised  it  up,  the  man  polled 
his  arm  in  and  jerked  it  in  the  direction  of  his  lamp,  and  as  be  pushed  it  up  it  sftmek 
the  corner  of  the  table  and  broke  in  the  man's  lap.  That  is  the  history  Wissler  gsve 
me  himsel£ 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  a  kerosene  lamp  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  common  kerosene  lamp.  As  I  went  through  I  Stopped  seTenl 
boiirs,  and  tbougbt  I  would  go  and  see  Wissler,  but  was  very  busy.  I  spok«  to  several 
gentlemen  there,  and  they  told  me  tbat  the  testimony  was  tbat  Wissler  took  the  lamp 
to  look  for  sometbing  on  the  floor  and  got  it,  whatever  it  was ;  that  he  then  rmSeed  it 
np  on  the  table  and  flourished  it  about,  and  threw  it  down  in  the  man's  lap.  That  is 
what  they  told  me. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  They  told  you  that  that  was  the  testimonv? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  tbose  are  the  statements  from  both  sides. 

Question.  Was  Wissler  also  under  indictment  for  embezzlement  of  the  pahlic  fands^ 

Answer,  Wissler  was  a  magistrate  here,  and  at  that  time  there  wese,  1  think,  three 
or  four  indictments  against  him  for  small  amounts  which  he  hud  finea  persons — ten, 
fifteen,  or  twenty  dollars,  and  had  not  paid  into  the  county  treasury.  I  think  there 
were  three  indictments  against  him. 

Question,  He  was  on  bail,  was  he  not  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  lieutenant  governor  was  his  bondsman  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Still  exercising  the  functions  of  his  varioos  offices  with  theee  indictments 
pending  against  him  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  think  after  he  came  back  he  did  any  business^  I  think 
the  business  ratber  suspended ;  I  don't  think  any  more  business  came  into  his  hands. 

Question.  Is  it  not  the  opinion  tbat  he  was  kiUed  by  somebody  on  account  of  this 
transaction  of  which  yon  have  spoken,  killing  this  man  Shipley  f 

Ansufer,  I  heard  that  stated,  and  then  I  have  heard  it  stated  otherwise.  The  pre- 
sumption was  tbat  this  party  from  Corinth  must  have  come  from  LonisviUe,  Koi- 
tucky,  "where  this  man  Shipley,  tbat  was  burned  with  the  kerosine  oil,  had  lived,  hnt 
it^as  believed  tbat  the  parties  that  murdered  bim  did  not  come  from  there. 

Question,  Where  were  they  supposed  to  have  come  from  t 

Answer,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  where,  but  the  supposition  is  that  they  did  not 
come  more  than  forty  or  fifty  miles,  if  tbat  far. 

Question.  What  was  supposed  to  have  been  the  motive  for  killing  himf 

Anstcer,  Wissler  has  been  very  active  in  ferreting  out  this  Kn-Klux  organization  or 
in  i>rosecuting  tbem,  and  the  presumption  is  that  the  object  in  killing  him  was  tbat 
he  might  not  be  a  witness  against  them,  or  something  of  the  sort.  I  do  not  know 
except  from  what  I  have  talked  with  other  people.  I  had  but  little  to  do  with  Wissler 
myself.  • 

Question,  Did  yon  ever  hear  tbat  he  had  a  feud  with  his  wife's  family  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir.    I  heard  that  bis  wife's  family  and  him,  probably,  did  not  iret  akoc 
very  well.  *     ^^ 

Question.  Where  did  his  wife's  family  live  f 

Answer,  Part  of  tbem  lived  in  this  county,  and,  I  think,  part  of  them  lived  m 
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Question.  Is  not  the  opposition  to  the  schools  here  entirely  on  account  of  the  taxa- 
tion, wherfe  there  is  any  opposition  existing  ? 

Antwer.  Well,  to  some  extent  it  grows  out  of  the  taxation.  Tou  cannot  run  schools 
without  a  levy,  and  to  some  extent  it  is  attributable  to  the  taxation  laid  on  the  people 
to  raise  the  funds,  and  then  again,  some  really  think  the  negroes  should  not  he  eau- 
cated. 

Questian.  Your  school-law  gives  you  a  school-board  in  each  county  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  school-board  is  authorized  to  assess  the  taxes. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  school-board  assesses  such  a  per  cent.  They  cannot  go  beyond 
a  certain  per  cent. 

Qttestion.  What  per  cent,  is  it  that  they  cannot  go  beyond  ? 

Answer.  They  cannot  go  beyond  one  per  cent.  The  whole  school-tax  for  educational 
purposes  and  for  building  school-houses  cannot  exceed  one  per  cent. 

QHesiUm.  This  is  considered  oppressive  in  the  present  condition  of  the  country  t 

Answer.  Well,  many,  I  think,  conceived  it  to  i)e  oppressive,  yet,  at  the  same  time,  a 
great  many,  take  the  mass  of  the  people,  and  they  consider  any  tax  oppressive. 

(^uesUon.  I  mean  under  the  present  depressed  condition  of  everything  in  the  county. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  take  the  condition  oi  the  country,  it  is  a  pretty  heavy  tax.  In  fact, 
I  tliink  this  iDQcn :  I  am  in  favor  of  our  free-school  system,  but  I  think  our  free- 
school  system  extends  too  far. '  I  think  that  six  months  is  long  enough  in  the  year,  in- 
stead of  twelve.  The  tax  is  too  much ;  too  heavy.  The  people  cannot  afford  to  be 
taxjed  to  run  them  twelve  months  in  the  year. 

Question.  In  this  county,  with  a  sreat  ne^ro  population,  the  entire  tax,  or  very  nearly 
the  entire  tax,  is  levied  upon  the  land,  is  it  not  7 

Answer,  No,  land  pays  such  a  per  cent.  It  paid  last  year,  for  school  purposes  or  edu- 
cational purposes,  five  mills,  and  then  the  tax  on  privilege  to  retail  spirituous  liquors 
in  this  county  was  about  |5,000,  and  the  poll-tax  in  this  county  realized  about  $3,000, 
and  then  the  funds  in  the  county,  I  am  not  prepared  to  say  what  it  is.  I  think,  the 
sources  of  revenue,  outside  of  land  in  the  county,  amounts  to  probably  eight  to  t«n 
thousand  dollars. 

By  Mr.  Booklet  :  ^  .     . 

Question.  Does  the  poll-tax  in  this  State  go  exclusively  for  educational  purposes  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir.    By  the  constitution  it  cannot  go  otherwise. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  it  collected  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  more  than  33|  per  cent,  of  the  poll-tax  is  collected. 
Question.  How  many  voters  have  you  in  this  county  T 
Answer.  The  registration  is  4,500. 

Question,  Then  the  fPoU-tax  ought  to  amount  to  about  $4,500. 
Answer.  It  ought  to  amount  to  about  $9,000.    The  poll-tax  is  $12. 
Question.  How  much  is  raised  from  it  f 

Answer,  I  was  not  on  the  board  this  season.    I  know  the  insolvent  list  was  about 
$5,000,  and,  I  think,  the  amount  collected  was  between  three  and  four  thousand. 
Question.  Nearly  the  entire  tax  comes  from  the  white  people  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  the  great  bulk  of  it  comes  from  the  white  people. 

By  the  Chairmax  : 

Question.  Do  not  a  great  many  negroes  own  mules,  hogs,  and  cattle  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  $300  worth  of  property  is  exempt ;  so  they  pay  comparatively 
little  tax. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Hardly  any  of  them  have  more  than  $300  worth  of  property  T 
Answer.  Not  many  of  them ;  very  few. 

By  the  Chairm^in  : 

Question.  Some  of  them  own  land,  do  they  not  T  ^ 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir ;  some  of  them,  but  not  a  great  many  of  them.    There  are  some  in 

the  county  that  are  worth  five,  or  six,  or  seven  thousand  dollars.    Some  are  doing  very 

•welL 

By  Mr.  Blahi  : 

Question.  If  these  outrages  of  which  you  have  spoken  have  been  the  reason  for  the 
depreciation  of  the  laud,  is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  the  land-holders  are  not  engaged 
in  themT 

Ansioer.  My  idea  is  this  in  reference  to  these  Ku-Klnx.  I  think  the  better  portions  of 
our  community,  the  good  classes  of  our  community,  have  nothing  to  do  with  it.  They 
are^  as  a  general  thing,  done  by  a  class  of  people  who  never  owned  a  negro,  and  who 
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are  now  violently  opposed  to  negro  snfirage  and  negro  labor.  The;  hate  the  neiz^TMs, 
and  despise  tfaeni.  But  people  who  have  owned  negroes,  and  have  had  to  do  with  tben 
all  their  lives,  have  little  or  no  trouble  with  them,  and  generally  they  are  the  kiudeet 
to  them,  and  have  less  trouble  with  them.  It  is  the  class  of  poor  people  that  really 
are  down  on  the  negro. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Before  the  war  it  was  not  uncommon  for  the  owners  of  slaves  to  have  their 
slaves  disciplined  when  impudent  or  lazy  by  having  them  whipped  f 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question,  The  slave-holders,  therefore,  were  familiar  with  the  ide%of  scoorging  the 
negroes  t 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  offenses  or  for  shirking  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  were  in  the  habit  of  correcting  them. 

Q^est^on,  It  would  not  be  vei^y  unreasonable,  then,  to  suppose  that  they  woold  not 
see  any  very  great  harm  now  in  the  whipping  of  negroes  where  they  deserved  it  f 

Anstcer.  Well,  I  do  not  know.  I  do  not  think  that  the  masses  of  our  people  are  in 
favor  of  whipping  the  negro,  or  of  hi§  being  abused  in  that  way. 

Question,  Do  they  not  still  consider  it  an  offense  in  the  negro  if  he  does  not  take  off 
his  hat  when  he  passes? 

Ansioer,  No.  A  great  many  negroes  will  take  off  the  hat  and  call  you  master  now, 
but  that  thing  is  pretty  much  played  out.    No,  no. 

Question.  How  are  the  sons  of  the  old  owners  of  the  soil  and  those  who  owned  slaves 
employing  themselves  since  the  war;  in  what  kind  of  employment,  as  a  genial 
thing,  are  the  young  men  of  the  country  engaged  whose  fathers  were  alave-holden  t 

Answer,  Well,  that  is  a  difficult  matter.  Now,  some  of  them  have  gone  energetieaDj 
and  industriously  to  T^ork,  and  another  class  of  them  come  to  town  and  sit  around  the 

froceries,  really  engaging  and  embarking  in  no  business.  But  the  great  body  of  than, 
think,  have  become  reconciled  to  the  state  of  things,  and  they  see  that  their  proap^^ 
it)^  depends  upon  their  exertions,  and  they  are  coming  to  realize,  the  situation  and  to 
CO  to  work.  Work,  at  one  time,  you  know,  was  looked  upon  as  rather  a  disgrace. 
Now,  that  thing  is  passing  away,  and  it  is  no  harm  to  see  a  white  man  drive  his  own 
wagon. 

Question.  They  tsultivate  the  soil  also  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  the  young  men  generally  doing  that  t  * 

•  Answer.  Well,  the  masses  of  them,  I  think,  nave  gone  to  work.    Tet  there  are  some 
cases  whore  young  men  are  not  at  work ;  not  doing  as  they  ought  to  do. 

Question.  Spending  their  time  in  loafing,  drinking,  and  swaggering  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  so.  If  they  would  go  to  work,  yoju  know,  and  encourage 
the  negro,  and  lead  him  on,  and  be  kind  and  clever  to  him,  it  is  a  very  easy  matter  to 
lead  the  negroes. 

Question.  The  negroes  are  the  most  docile  people  in  the  world,  arc  they  not  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  are  a  much  better  people  than  they  have  credit  for.  I  have 
bought  and  sold  hundreds  of  them. 

Question.  Kindness  will  do  almost  anything  with  themt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  there  is  no  telling  what  you  can  do  with  a  negro.  I  traded  with 
them,  even  to  the  surrender.  I  bougut  hundreds  and  hundreds  of  €hem.  I  traded  in 
them. 

Question.  Is  it  the  habit  of  the  young  men  of  the  country  to  go  armed  f 

Answer.  It  has  been,  but  I  think  few  go  armed  now ;  some  exceptions,  but  I  think, 
as  a  general  thing,  that  that  has  passecf  out. 

Question,  How  are  their  habits  as  to  drinking? 

Answer.  There  is  not  a  great  deal  of  dissipation,  yet  there  are  some  of  them  tiia£ 
drink. 

Question.  You  were  asked  by  General  Blair  in  relation  to  the  tax  for  State  and  county 
purposes.    I  will  ask  you  to  st^te  whether  the  war  did  not  leave  your  roads  and  bridges 
^^   m  a  bad  condition,  requiring  considerable  exx)enditure  of  money  for  their  repair  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  After  the  surrender  I  was  not  on  the  board,  but  I  c^ono  to  the 
president  of  the  board  in  reference  to  building  some  bridges  between  my  residence 
and  plantation.  He  told  me  it  was  impossible  to  repair  the  bridges.  Says  he>'*^  We 
ought  now  to  build  from  twenty  to  twenty-five  thousand  dollars'  worth  of  bridges,  hat 
the  condition  of  the  country  is  such  we  cannot  build  them.*' 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  have  yon  not  built,  since  the  war,  an  expensive  iron  bridge 
across  the  stream  that  runs  through  this  town  1 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  last  year. 

Question.  That  bridge  must  have  cost  four  or  five  thousand  dollars? 

Anstcer,  It  cost  about  86,6.'^0.  I  was  one  of  the  committee  in  reference  to  that  loidcc^ 
We  owe  about  ^^^  ^^^  ^  Barbarow  &  Co.,  of  Louis\ille,  on  it. 
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QuesUan.  Have  your  taxes,  so  £Etr  as  you  are  acquainted  witli  the  subject,  been  Judi- 
ciously expended? 

AnsiDer,  I  think  so. 

Queatum,  And  the  aftairs  of  the  county  economically  administered  f 

Anstoer,  I  think  so.  I  think  the  affairs  of  the  county  have  been  very  well  managed. 
The  late  board  built  a  great  many  bridges,  and  then  they  built  them  low,  compara- 
tively. They  built  more  bridges,  I  reckon,  than  ever  we  built  in  the  county  before— 
I  suppose  twenty  bridges  in  thoipounty. 

Qiueation.  Were  they  needed  T 

Afiswer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  they  cost  little  money ;  scarce  more  than  before  the  war. 

Question,  Mostly  wooden  f 

Answer »  Yes,  sir :  mostly  wooden  bridges ;  only  one  iron  bridge. 

Question,  Yon  all  feel  that  they  are  necessary  for  the  public  good  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  It  was  necessary  to  have  the  Jail,  and  while  about  it  you  meant  to  build  a 
substantial  one  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  The  grand  jury  had  oondenmed  our  old  jail  again,  again,  and 
again,  and  our  Judge  charged  that  unless  we  built  a  new  jail  for  taking  care  of  prison- 
ers, he  would  make  it  a  matter  of  diarging  the  grand  jury  against  us,  and  we  then 
went  at  it. 

Question,  Your  court-house  would  require  a  considerable  amount  in  order  to  com- 
plete it  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  least  $6,000  to  put  it  in  good  condition. 

Question.  Was  it  built  before  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  iu  1860 ;  but  not  completed. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  to  the  northern  country  t 

Answer.  I  have  visited  there  only  temporarily — probably  being  there  a  week  or  ten 
days — ^but  I  have  not  been  in  one  of  the  Northern  States. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  that  any  of  the  young  men  there  were  loafing,  idle, 
drinking  fellows? 

Answer.  I  suppose  there  are  some  idle  men  there  as  here,  but  I  do  not  know  about 
that.    I  suppose  there  are  idle  men  everywhere. 

Question,  Are  any  of  your  county  officers  in  default  for  the  public  moneys  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  there  are  none,  unless  it  is  our  present  sheriff,  and  I  only 
state  this  from  holding  a^ood  many  warrants  against  the  county  and  cajliug  upon  our 
treasurer  to  make  payment,  and  he  teUs  me  there  are  about  $14,000  due  the  county. 
He  told  me  so  to-day,  and  instructed  the  attorney  to  bring  suit. 

Question,  By  vihom^    By  the  sheriff' f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.    The  sheriff  had  collected  this  money  and  had  not  paid  it  over. 

Question.  He  is  an  appointee  of  Governor  Alcorn  f 
•    Ansicer,  Yes,  sir;  and  his  brother-in-law.    We  did  our  best  not  to  get  him.    We 
sent  men  there  to  get  another  man.    He  is  one  of  the  Governor's  own  appointees,  to6. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  governor  has  an  example  set  him  at  Washin^^ton. 

The  Witness.  He  has  been  a  good  sheriff,  but  he  has  not  paid  as  he  ought  to. 

• 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Is  his  bond  good  f 

Answer,  I  think  his  bond  is  good  for  the  amount ;  at  least  clever  men  are  on  it,  and, 
I  think,  good  men,  as  good  men  as  there  are  in  the  county.  The  grand  jury  looked  after 
the  bond  and  they  considered  it  good.  The  last  grandiury  reported  it  was  not  good, 
but  the  first  grand  Jury  thought  the  bond  sufficient.    That  question  was  preeentMU 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  The  last  one  did  not  think  it  was  good  T 

Answer,  They  did  not,  and  required  him  to  give  a  new  bond. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  I  understood  you  to  say  that  you  thought  the  substantial  property  men  ot 
tbe  oonntry  have  not  been  engaged  in  any  way  in  any  of  these  outrages  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sic 

Question.  You  think  it  is  confined  mostly  to  men  who  do  not  own  real  estate  t 

Answer,  That  is  my  idea. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  if  the  property  men  of  the  country,  those  interested  in 
real  estate,  and  the  labor  of  the  country,  were  to  combine,  they  could  put  down  those 
outrages  if  they  should  set  their  faces  against  them  t 

Answer,  I  think  so.  I  think  if  the  property  owners  of  the  county  were  to  assemble 
and  give  public  notice  that  they  would  hold  a  public  meeting  at  the  court-honso,  at 
such  a  day,  and  they  were  to  denounce  those  outrages,  that  they  would  cease.  I  always 
thought  so. 
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Quetlion,  ¥oa  i^ink  they  might  create  a  pnhlio  <^nion  which  would  snpptMS  aU 
these  outrages  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  always  thought  so,  and  think  so  yet. 


MACOif,  Mississippi,  November  6, 1871. 
LYDIA  ANDERSON  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer,  I  live  here  now.    I  have  heeu  living  between  Winston  and  Noxubee,  in  tho 
edge  of  Noxubee,  about  three  miles  above  Mimulaville. 

Question.  What  induced  you  to  come  here  T 

Answer,  Well,  I  don't  know  whether  tiiey  threatened  my  life  or  not,  bat  I  was  told 
I  had  better  so  to  Macon,  and  I  did  so. 

Question,  Had  you  been  threatened  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  only  in  this  wajr. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  been  whipped  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  were  you  whipped  ? 

Answ^.  It  has  been  about  iive  months,  as  well  as  I  can  recollect. 

Question.  Where  were  you  living  when  you  were  whipped? 

Answer.  At  Massa  Anderson's ;  Killes  (Achilles)  Anderson. 

Question.  Who  whipped  you  ? 

Answer.  It  is  what  they  call  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question,  At  night  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  in  your  own  house  f 

Answer.  They  took  me  out  of  my  be<l — out  of  my  house. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  concerned  in  it  t 

Answer.  There  was  four. 

Question,  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  all  wore  dresses. 

Question.  Had  gowns  on  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  all  had  gowns  on,  and  one  of  them  had  a  sheet  over  him. 

Question,  Was  there  anything  over  their  fiices  ? 

Ansvwr,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had-  horns  here  and  here,  at  the  pomers  of  the  head,  [iltas- 
trating.] 

Question,  So  yon  conld  not  see  the  faces  at  all  f  ^ 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  couldn't  see  the  faces. 

Question,  Did  they  come  to  your  house  on  foot  or  on  horseback  t 

Answer.  On  horses. 

Question,  Did  they  have  any  pistols  or  guns  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  pistols. 

Question.  Was  anybodv  in  the  house  with  you  at  the  time  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  th^n.  My  daughter  was  staying  at  the  house,  and  she  wa»  it 
the  washing-place  washing,  and  she  spied  them,  but  she  didn't  tell  me.  She  thooglit 
she  would  go  and  wake  up  sister.  She  brought  her  the  news  and  went  back  to  her" 
and  went  back  after  her  soap.  She  saw  them  coming  and  went  into  her  sister's  hoase. 
She  says,  ''I  believe  them  nasty  things  is  about  here.  Where's  mother T'  She  said, 
'^Mother  is  asleep,"  so  she  goes  into  her  sister's  house.  She  wasn't  there  no  tino 
before  they  came  tearing  through  the  yard  as  hard  as  they  could  stave,  right  up  tosj 
son-in-law's  house  door. 

Question,  Were  you  living  with  your  son-in-law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  jumped  up  in  his  sleep  and  says,  '^What's  the  matter  t"  Sb« 
says,  '^There's  the  Eu-Rlux.''  As  she  said  that  he  opened  the  door,  and  Fuller — that*) 
my  son-in-law's  name — said  he,  "Yes,  sir.^'  He  said,  **Is  Aunt  Liddy  here  t"  Fulkr 
says,  **Yes,  sir."  He  said,  "Where  is  she  f"  Fuller  said,  "In  her  own  hoase.''  Said 
he,  " Is  she  asleep  ? "  "  Yes,  I  expect  she  has  jcone  to  bed."  " Tell  her  to  come  oat;  w« 
want  to  see  her ;  we  just  want  to  ask  her  some  questions j  we  are  not  goinff  to  hurt  • 
hair  of  her  head."  As  quick  as  I  stepped  out,  as  soon  as  I  put  my  foot  on  &e  step,  he 
says,  "  March  to  them  woods  there,  or  I'll  blow  your  God  dunned  brains  oat."  fii'^t 
scared  my  son-in-law,  and  he  run  to  the  house  and  waked  np  my  yoong  master,  and  lu» 
asked  him  what  was  the  matter,  and  he  told  him  the  Ku-Klux  was  there.  He  laid, 
"Puller,  did  you  know  themt"  He  says,  "No,  I  didn't."  "Well,"  says  he,  *a  cant  do 
nothing." 

Question.  That  was  what  your  young  master  said  T 
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Amwer.  Yee,  sir.  He  oonldn't  do  oothing ;  if  the  boy  eonld  he  would.  I  raised  him ; 
I  nnrsed  him  aod  fed  him,  and  he  thought  as  much  of  me  almost  as  he  did  of  his  mother; 
but  they  took  me  out  there  and  whipped  me. 

Question,  How  long  did  they  whip  you  T 

Answer,  They  didn't  whip  me  very  Ions.  It  has  been  about  five  months  since 
they  whipped  me.  I  staid  there  two  weeks,  and  it  has  been  foVir  months  and 
two  weeks  since  I  have  been  here ;  that  makes  five  months.  I  was  living  at  the 
factory  last  Christmas.  My  son-in-law  said,  *'  Mother,  yon  have  worked  and  hired 
long  enough  without  pay,  and  I  am  able  to  take  you  in  my  own  house  and  take  care 
of  yon."  After  I  went  there— old  Mr.  Bichards  is  about  a  mile  below — and  I  went  to 
work  with  Mrs.  Hichards ;  I  hired  to  her.  Mrs.  Richards  says,  ''  Why  not  stay  with 
me  V*  I  said  I  would  just  as  quick  as  any  other.  She  says,  '^  I  just  want  such  an  old 
woman  as  you  to  help  me  about  cooking  and  milking;''  ana  I  said  I  would  stay  with 
the  old  lady.  Sh^  said  it  would  not  beliard,  and  I  was  there  a  week.  She  wanted  to 
go  up  to  Choctaw  to  see  her  children,  and  she  said,  "  Now,  if  I  go  away,  will  you  take 
care  of  my  things  good  f '  I  said,  "  Yes.  I  would."  My  old  master  had  recommended 
me  for  a  good  hand ;  he  had  raised  me  m>m  a  little  thing.  She  said,  **  I  want  to  go 
to  see  my  children,  I  have  been  gone  so  long,  and  if  yon  will  stay  here  and  take 
care  of  my  things  I  will  give  you  a  cood  present  when  I  get  back."  The  old  creatnre 
started  Monday  morning,  and  then  Monday  nigh^nd  Tuesday  morning  her  husband 
commenced  some  of  hid  talk.  I  didn't  understana  him.  He  says,  *^  The  witches  rode 
me  last  night."  I  says,  "  I  have  heard  of  witches  riding  folks,  but  they  never  have 
rode  me."  I  didn't  know  what  he  meant.  He  says,  "  Ton  ought  to  come  in  and  keep 
me  company."  Says  I,  "  I  am  not  afraid  of  staying  around  there."  He  says,  **  The 
old  lady  told  you  to  take  good  care  of  me."  I  savs,  ^*  I  am  going  to  cook  your  victuals 
and  make  your  bed  and  take  care  of  you."  He  kept  talking  that  way,  and  finally  I 
found  out  what  he  was  talking  about,  and  I  said,  "No,  sir ;  my  old  master  raised  me 
like  his  own  child ;  that's  one  thing  that  they  never  accused  me  of,  and  never  shall, 
and  that's  not  my  disposition."  In  that  week  my  daughter  came  there ;  she  wanted 
to  live  there ;  the  foolish  child  wants  always  to  stay  with  me.  I  says,  **  Child,  you 
may  stay  if  they  hire  yon,"  and  savs  I,  "  Mrs.  Bichards,  my  daughter  is  come,  and  if 
you  would  like  a  house-girl  she  will  stay  with  you."  She  says,  **  If  she  will  stay  on 
the  same  terms  as  yon  do  I  will  take  her."  I  had  a  baby  girl  about  so  high,  [illustrat- 
ing,] and  when  she  came  he  dropped  off  with  me  and  ^es  to  this  youn^  girl,  young 
woman  grown.  She  is  the  one  1  was  telling  you  of  was  there,  and  this  little  girl  told 
me  what  her  sister  said  this  old  man  said  to  ner.  I  never  let  on ;  I  said  if  he  became 
too  free  she  will  tell  me  after  a  while.  I  made  no  friss.  On  Friday  morning  he  was 
cominff  down  here,  last  court,  and  they  thought  I  was  g^ne  out  milking,  but  I  stopped 
behind  the  chimney,  and  I  heard  him  say,  "What  do  you  want  me  to  fetch  you  from 
Macon  f "  She  said,  "Nothing^  I  don't  want  nothing  you  have  got."  She  says,  "If  I  did  such 
a  thing  as  that  that  you  want,  she  would  beat  me  nearly  to  death."  Says  he,  "O,  your 
mother  wont  know  it."  She  says, "  Yes,  she  will ;  my  mother  don't  allow  no  such  bother, 
nor  any  of  the  other  girls  to  do  it,  and  I  am  right  to  mind  my  mother."  He  went  off  and  he 
told  me  then  he  wanted  me  to  make  the  children  do  it,  and  I  made  them  do  it,  and 
Friday^  evening  mv  young  master  came  up.  My  old  master  was  to  have  a  dinner  with 
the  neighbors,  and  he  sent  his  son  to  ask,  "  Where  is  old  Mr.  Richards  T"  and  I  says, 
"  He  went  to  Macon  to-day."  Ho  says,  "  Tell  him  to  come  up  to  dinner,  and  ma  wants 
you  to  come,  for  you  have  always  been  ma's  cook."  I  said  I  would  come,  and  when 
night  come  I  told  him  about  it ;  when  he  came  home.  He  never  said  nothing,  and  so 
my  daughter,  Saturday  momink  says,  "  Ma,  are  yon  going  to  the  diuner  t "  I  says, "  I 
don't  know ;  I  promised  the  old  lady  I  would  stay  and  take  care  of  her  things  until  she 
comes  back.  If  you  want  to  go  I  will  stay  here."  She  says,  "  I  want  to  go."  I  says, 
''Now  don't  you  think  because  you  are  free  you  can  go  om  You  go  and  ask  the  old 
man,  no  odds  if  you  are  free ;  yon  ask  him  if  you  can  go."  She  went  and  done  it.  He 
said,  "No;  you  were  gone  to  dinner  last  Saturday,  and  I  hired  you  to  work."  She 
says,  "  Mr.  Riohards,  I  have  done  all  you  told  me."  He  says, "  You  go  to  work."  Well, 
there  was  not  a  thing  to  do.  Says  I,  "  Martha,  you  sweep  these  weeds  around  here.'' 
She  says  after  a  while  to  him,  "  I  know  the  reason  yon  want  to  keep  me  from  goin^; 
I  wont  let  you  keep  me."  He  says,  "  You  hush."  I  was  in  the  kitchen  and  h^rd  it. 
I  says,  "Yon  tell  me  right  here  what  that  was,  or  FU  knock  you  down,"  and  she  told 
me  and  I  went  and  set  down  on  the  doorstep,  and  he  iumped  up  and  went  off  and  came 
back  with  a  g^reat  hickory  stick,  as  big  as  your  thumb.  She  was  at  the  gate  sweeping, 
and  he  came  in  and  drawed  down  on  Martha  three  times.  She  run  back^  and  I  stepp^ 
up  and  asked,  "  Whaf  s  the  matter  f  "  She  said;  "  Mr.  Richards  is  whipping  me.''  I 
says,  "  Mr.  Biehards,  whaf s  the  matter?  Didn't  I  tell  you  when  them  children  come 
here,  if  they  didnt  mind  yon,  all  you  had  to  do  was  to  tell  me  and  I  would  make  them 
mind  yon  f  What  are  you  whipping  her  for  ?  "  He  says,  "  I'll  whip  her  again."  Says 
I  to  her,  " Martha,  get  your  things  and  go."  He-  says,  "She  had  better  go."  Says  I, 
"  She  is  a  woman,  and  I'm  going  too.  I  told  you  that  if  my  children  didn't  mind  you, 
you  should  come  to  me  and  teU  me,  and  I  womd  make  them  mind,  and  now  what  are  yon 
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whipping  tbat  girl  for  f  You  think  I  don't  know,  bat  I  do  know.  She  eium't  slay  and 
I  shan't  stay."  There  was  a  black  man  living  on  the  plantation ;  be  .moved  down  on 
that  same  place.  I  went  back  up  to  the  owner  of  the  factory ;  his  wife  had  never 
wanted  me  to  leave ;  I  cooked  until  I  tired  myself  down ;  I  said  I  would  rest  myself 
awhile ;  she  asked  me  to  come  there  again  awhile :  the  woman  sent  her  husband  alt^ 
me  and  I  went  Up  next  day.  This  black  man  told  my  son-in-law,  and  told  me.  that 
they  bad  been  trying  to  catch  me  ever  since  I  bad  been  going  back  and  forward ;  that-*6 
what  made  me  know  who  they  were,  and  I  could  tell  them  by  the  voices,  be<»ii8e'it 
was  nobody  else  but  them. 

Question.  You  say  there  were  four  who  were  concerned  in  whipping  you  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  only  one  whipped,  but  he  whipped  mo  enougn  fat  all. 

Question,  How  many  licks  did  they  strike  you  f 

Answer,  Nine  licks  and  cut  ray  skin,  and  the  marks  is  on  my  back. 

Question,  What  did  they  say  it  was  for  f  . 

Answer,  They  said  I  talked  of  the  Ku-Klax. 

Question,  Did  you  know  that  man  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  he  said  I  did;  he  Jabbed  a  pistol  at  me  and  said,  ''God  damn  yen, 
do  you  know  me  T  " 

Question,  Who  do  you  think  these  men  weret 

Answer.  Old  master's  sons.  4 

Question,  The  sons  of  old  man  Kionards  t  * 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  will  say  it  until  I  die ;  they  were  his  sons ;  they  were  tiie  oims 
the  black  man  told  my  son-in-law  were  trying  to  catch  me  ever  since  I  was  gone  %o 
the  factory. 

Question,  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  for  this  whipping? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  that  I  know  of. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  make  any  cemplaint  to  a  justice  of  the  peace  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  was  afraid  to  speak  a  word. 

Question.  Did  they  warn  you  not  to  tell  of  itt 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  told  me,  "  Go  on  now,  and  FU  see  you  again  in  a  few  d^ 
and  I'll  give  you  nve  hundred  lashes  the  next  time  I  see  you." 

Question,  Did  they  tell  you  to  leave  the  country  f 

Ansieei\  No,  sir ;  the  water  was  up  then  and  I  couldn't  cross,  and  that  kept  me  as 
long  as  I  did  stay  there ;  then  I  came  away. 

Question,  Did  you  bring  your  daughters  with  you  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  left  my  children  behind.  My  big  one  came  to  me  sinoe  I  oame;  1 
don't  know  what  they  were  after  her  for ;  she  went  to  SummerviUe ;  she  had  to  leave. 

Qttestion,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  colored  people  being  whipped  in  that  r^on  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  anybody  else  being  whipped? 

Ansteer,  No,  sir,  but  Uncle  Aleck  Hughes. 

Question.  What  about  him  f 

Ansu)er.  They  whipped  him  bad. 

Question,  Was  ho  a  colored  man  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  a  black  man. 

Question,  Wh^n  was  that  f 

Answer,  They  whipped  him  about  two  weeks  after  they  catohed  me.  • 

Question,  Did  he  live  in  the  settlement  t 

Awtwer,  Yes,  sir ;  right  in  Mushulaville. 

Question,  What  was  he  whipped  for  f 

Answer,  I  don't  know  what  it  was  about. 

Question,  By  the  Kn-Klux  f 

Answer.  They  said  they  were  Eu-Elux. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  people  being  killed  by  the  Ka-KliiX|  any- 
where f 

Answer.  I  lived  in  about  two  miles  of  a  man  that  was  killed,  but  I  didnt  see  Imn. 

QuestMn.  Who  was  he  t 

Answer.  Solomcm  Triplett,  Jack  Tripletf  s  carriage-driver ;  I  lived  aboat  two  miki 
from  him.    There  are  two  persons  here  that  can  tell  more  than  I  can  about  it. 

Question,  Was  he  said  to  have  been  killed  by  the  Eu-Kluxf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  shot. 

Question,  Was  that  before  or  after  you  were  whipped  f 

Answer.  Before  I  was  whipped.    I  lived  at  the  factory  when  that  was  done. 

Question.  Was  tbat  after  you  left  old  Mr.  Eichiu*ds  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  before  I  went  down  there.    I  believe  Solomcm  was  the  first  mat 
^no,  he  was  the  next. 

Question,  Who  was  the  other  one  f 

Answer,  Old  Uncle  George  Murff;  he  was  a  preacher ;  he  lived  in  Winston; 

Question.  When  was  he  kiUedf 

Answer.  It  was  year  before  last  he  was  killed. 
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QuesHo^n,  Did  ^on  hear  that  be  was  killed  by  Eu-Elnx  f 

Afuwer,  Yes,  sir ;  killed  dead ;  they  didn't  know  who  else  it  was  but  them. 

Question*  What  was  he  killed  forf 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  he  was  eoming  home  from  the  field  firom  work  and  was  shot 
on  the  way. 

QuesiUm.  Do  you  know  of  any  teachers  of  colored  schools  having  been  whipped  or 
kiUed  f 

Answer,  None  but  one :  he  was  whipped. 

Question,  Who  was  he  T 

Answer.  He  was  a  colored  preacher— Nathan  Campbell. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  him  f 

Answer.  They  whipped  him  nearly  to  death. 

Question.  He  was  a  polored  teacher  and  preacher  f 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir  j  both. 

Question.  Was  he  whipped  by  the  Ku-Kluxt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  for  ! 

Answer.  I  don't  know ;  I  suppose  that  it  was  because  he  was  teaching  school;  they 
said  he  shouldn't  teach  school  and  be  a  preacher.    That's  all  I  heard. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  colored  people  being  either  whipped  or  killed  f 

Answer,  None  but  one  killed  lately  here ;  that  was — I  forget  his  name — Fete  Gregory. 

Question.  Where  was  he  killed  f 

Answer,  He  lived  right  above  Mushulaville  three  or  four  miles ;  that's  been  lately. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  killed  dead. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  it  T 

Answer.  I  forget;  X  don't  think  it  has  been  more  than  a  month;  they  came  down 
here  on  that  business. 

Question.  What  was  he  killed  forf 

Answer.  I  can't  tell ;  I  only  heard  he  was  killed. 

Question.  Was  he  a  preacher  or  a  teacher  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Colored  man  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  there  anybody  else  you  have  heard  of  as  having  been  whipped  or  killed  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  no  more  than  that  I  have  heard  of 

By  Mr.  Bdckley  : 

Question.  Who,  here  in  Macon,  knows  about  the  killing  of  Sol.  Triplettf 

Answer.  He  lives  at  the  depot ;  his  name  is  Dave  Triplett. 

Question.  A  son  of  old  n^^  Triplett  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  and  Elizabeth  Coleman,  she  used  to  be ;  she  is  his  wife. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  Was  Elizabeth  marriecT  to  David  f    . 

Ansu>er,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Are  they  colored  people  T  * 

Answer.  They  were  there  that  night  he  was  shot.    He  was  shot  down  over  them. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  November  7, 1871. 

HAMPTON  L.  JARNAGIN  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  has  been  summoned  by  the  minority.  General  Blair 
win  conduct  his  examination : 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon.  Where  do  you  reside  f 

Answer,  I  reside  in  Macon,  Mississippi. 

Question,  What  is  your  occupation  f 

Answer.  I  am  a  lawyer  by  i^ofession. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  resided  here  ? 

Answer.  I  came  here  in  the  spring  of  1838,  which  would  be  about  thirty-two  ot 
thirty-three  years  ago. 

Question.  State,  if  you  please,  the  condition  generally  of  the  oonnty  and  snrzounding 
country  in  respect  to  the  execution  of  the  laws  and  the  maintenance  of  peace. 

Answer.  Well,  it  is  very  difficult  to  say.  There  seems  to  have  been — at  least  for  tha 
last  two  years— a  great  exertion  on  the  part  of  the  offloeis  of  the  law  to  enforce  the 
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law ;  I  think  as  much  so  as  in  any  coantry.  There  have  been  some  outrages  oommit- 
f«d  in  the  community  within — well,  going  back  ever  since  the  snrrender;  bat  gener- 
ally we  enjoy  quiet  and  peace  here,  except  some  sudden  outbreaks. 

Question,  You  have  had  a  comparative  state  of  peace  and  quiet,  you  say,  but  some 
outrages-? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  * 

Qucslion,  To  what  general  cause,  in  your  judgment,  are  these  outbreaks  attribut- 
able to  T 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  almost  all  the  outbreal^s  that  I  have  heard  of— and  I  just  learn 
fVom  rumor — are  some  depi'edations  committed  by  certain  classes  in  the  commnnity. 
and  other  classes  attcmptiug  to  rectify  the  conduct  of  the  negro  class.  There  have 
been  some  outrages  of  that  sort. 

Question.  In  reference  to  the  state  of  affairs  here,  I  would  like  to  ask  the  question 
whether  the  farmers  in  this  country  raise  as  much  stock  as  they  did  in  former  years  f 

Answer.  No,  sir.  That  is  a  general  complaint — the  difficulty  of  raising  stock,  and 
that  has  created  a  great  deal  of  bad  feeling  in  the  community.  Our  courts  are  filled 
with  prosecutions  of  larceny  by  the  negro  class. 

QHestian.  As  a  general  thing,  l^ve  the  farmers  and  planters  given  up  the  business  of 
raising  stock  f 

Anstoer,  Well,  sir,  I  think  with  those  I  have  conversed  that  seemed  to  be  the  geiH 
eral  understanding,  that  they  have  abandoned  the  idea,  almost,  of  raising  hogs  and 
cattle. 

Question,  By  reason  of  depredations  t 

Answer,  Yea,  sir ;  and  from  stock  being  destroyed.  Our  community  is  in  a  bad  fix 
really  in  regard  to  the  question  of  raising  stock.  That  seems  to  be  the  great  oomplaint, 
that  farmers  cannot  raise  stock. 

(j^teetion.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  case  of  one  Betsey  Lucas  t « 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  an  indistinct  recollection  of  a  case  of  that  sort.  I  recollect 
of  being  in  the  magistrate's  court,  and  I  think  that  was  the  case  that  was  brought  be- 
fore the  officer's  court  here,  if  I  am  not  mistaken,  and  I  think  I  am  not.  I  was  not  mi- 
gaged  in  the  matter. 

QnesOon.  State  briefly  what, it  was. 

Answer,  1  think  it  was  a  whipping ;  was  it  not  ? 

Question,  Yes,  sir;  said  to  be  a  whipping  of  a  woman  named  Betsey  Lucas  on.  the 
p)ace  of  a  man  named  Robert  Jackson. 

Answer.  The  rumor  was  here  that  Jackson  was  living  with  her  in  open,  Dotorioa*) 
adultery,  to  the  scandal  of  the  community,  and  they  whipped  him  or  her.  I  do  not 
know  which. 

Question,  Or  both  f 

Anstder,  I  think  very  likely  they  whipped  Jackson  and  the  girl  both. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  she  a  colored  woman  1 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  understanding. 
Question,  Was  Jackson  a  colored  man  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  was  a  white  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  are  said  to  have  been  one  or  two  other  cases  of  the  same  kind.  Coo- 
nected  with  some  of  these  was  a  man  named  Uinton  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  Winston  case.  I  knew  very  little  about  it ;  I  heard  the  rumor. 
I  understood  these  were  case&  in  which  they  were  hving  with  colored  women,  and  the 
object  was  to  break  it  up  in  the  neighborhood. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  a  niunber  of  negroes  on  William  Mays^s  place,  in  the 
bottom  or  swamp  there  f 

Annoer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Where  certain  negroes  were  said  to  have  been  driven  off! 

Answer.  It  was  reported  here,  and  there  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  about  it,  and  my  undei'* 
standing  of  the  history  of  the  whole  thing  was  this :  that  there  were  some  negroes  wbo 
had  located  in  some  swamp  laud  down  there ;  the  number  I  do  not  know.  They  built  them^  ] 
little  houses  there,  and  were  living  there  and  depredating  on  the  surrounding  neijd^ 
bors,  stealing  cattle  and  hogs,  and  Mr.  Mays  and  some  other  gentlemen  went  down 
there  in  the  day-time  as  neighbors,  ahd  advised  them  to  leave,  to  break  up.  They  luwi 
no  planting  interest  tbere  at  all,  and  just  lived  in  the  swamp,  and  were  not  fkrmiu^ 
or  cnltivatiug  anything.  They  told  them  they  must  leave,  probably  peremiptocilv, 
whether  at  lirst  or  not  I  cannot  say  ;  but  that  was  the  rumor,  that  they  advised  tbtrin 
to  leave,  telliug  them  to  break  up ;  and  they  took  their  wagons  down  there,  and  hauled 
them  out  of  the  swamp,  and  broke  up  their  shanties. 

Question,  That  was  a  gang  of  men  f 
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Jnstcer.  Thai  was  Jnst  the  neighbors  thore.  There  was  no  Tiolenoe  committed  in 
that  case  that  I  heard  of. 

Question.  How  did  yon  hear  that  f 

Anstcer,  I  have  beard  it  by  men  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  Mr.  Rives,  my  part- 
ner,  has  a  £Arm  up  there  adjoining  it.  I  heard  him  spealc  of  it  and  also  Mr.  Dismnkes, 
who  is  a  farmer  np  there. 

Question.  Do  yon  believe  this  to  be  the  correct  statement  of  that  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  ia  my  impression.  I  have  never  heard  it  contradicted ;  never 
heard  a  different  version  of  it,  and  I  heard  it  frequently  spoken  of  by  them  at  the  time, 
and  recently.  Probably  since  this  examination  commenced  I  have  heard  several  gen- 
tleman speak  of  it.  Several  gentlemen  have  asked  me  about  it.  I  know  nothing 
abont  it  myself.  I  merely  Judge  from  what  I  have  heard  from  these  men  that  they 
said  took  an  interest  in  it,  tbat  they  were  peaceable,  quiet,  good  men. 

Question.  This^was  said  to  be  by  the  same  party  that  whipped  Betsey  Lucas? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  it  was  or  not. 

Question.  We  have  been  told  by  Davis  that  the  captain  of  that  band  was  Doss  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  I  do  not  know  that  Doss  had  any  connection  with  the  removal  of 
these  people  out  of  the  swamp.  I  heard  that  he  had  ^connection  with  the  whipping 
affair  up  there.    I  have  heard  his  name  spoken  of  in  connection  with  that. 

Question.  We  have  been  told  abont  the  killing  of  Sam.  Cogerf 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  Did  the  witness  put  the  date  of  that 
thing  ?  I  might,  if  I  knew  the  date  fixed  in  the  statement  of  the  killing,  form  some 
opinion  al>out  it. 

Question.  It  was  said  to  be  subsequent  to  the  whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas  T 

Answer.  There  was  a  boy,  I  understood,  who  was  shot  down.  My  brother-in-law  is 
occupying  a  farm  belonging  to  me  up  above  here.  There  was  a  boy  he  had  hired. 
Whether  it  was  Sam.  Coger  or  not  I  do  not  know,  but  I  think  likely  it  was.  He  was 
said  to  be  a  good  boj',  and  he  was  shot  by,  I  understood,  two  drunken  men  ^oing  from 
town.  My  brother-in-law,  and  others,  I  heard  speak  about  it.  Whether  it  was  con- 
tradicted or  not  I  cannot  say,  but  the  rumor  is  that  some  persons  going  from  town  and 
intoxicated  killed  that  boy  on  the  road.    He  was  left  there  and  found. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  it  stated  that  this  Sam.  Coger  is  still  living? 

Anstcer.  If  that  is  the  man  you  are  inquiring  about  that  is  not  the  one  I  am  referring 
to,  for  this  one  is  dead.  Since  you  mention  Sam.  Coger,  I  believe  that  is  the  man  that 
lives  up  near  Brooksville,  and  it  is  said  that  he  is  flving  and  can  be  produced  to  the 
committee.    So  I  have  heard  recently. 

Question.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  testimony  about  Sam.  Coger  and  his  death  1 

Answer.  In  speaking  of  the  one  killed  near  my  plantation,  I  cannot  say  that  I  know 
his  name  now,  but  I  am  satisfied  from  what  I  have  heard  of  Sam.  Coger  that  that  ia 
not  the  case.    There  was  a  Sam.  Coger  and  Sam.  May  said  to  be  killed. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  On  whose  place  did  Sam.  Coger  live? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  could  have  got  the  name  of  the  boy  killed  near  my  plaee, 
but  i  do  not  know  his  name. 

By  the  Chairman  :  ^ 

Question.  Where  was  Sam.  May  killed  f 

Ansiccr.  He  was  killed  above  here  on  the  road  near  a  man  niimed  Cockerell's  place, 
I  think,  but  Sam.  Coger  is  not  the  one  I  was  describing  that  w;»8  killed  near  my  brother- 
in-law's.  He  was  not  the  same  boy  at  all.  That  boy  Sam.  Coger  was  said  to  have 
been  killed  up  near  Brooksville. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Yon  say  it  is  said  he  is  still  living  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  it  stated  he  is  still  alive,  and  from  the  authority  of 
reliable  men  I  have  heard  he  was  alive. 

Question.  We  have  an  account  of  the  killing  of  a  man  named  Malone.  Do  you  know 
anything  of  that  f 

Ansicer.  Not  a  word. 

Question.  He  was  a  colored  man  T 

Answer.  Not  a  word. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack  at  Shnqualakf 

Ansirer.  Yes,  iir.   • 

Question.  Will  you  state  the  circumstances? 

Ansicer.  The  first  arrest  that  was  made  in  that  case  was  of  a  necro  man  named  John 
Hill,  who  was  arrested,  and  I  was  employed  in  his  defense  before  the  committing  court. 
He  was  a  brother-in-law  of  Bully  Jack.  The  testimony  was  that  he  and  Bully  Jack  had 
bad  some  little  difiSculty.  That  was  the  testimony  of  Bully  Jack's  wife ;  and  £rom  the 
testimony  the  boy  was  discharged,  and,  I  thought,  rightly.    I  do  not  think  that  John 
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Hill  had  aDytliing  to  do  with  the  killing  of  Bnlly  Jack,  iroin  the  teetimony.  They 
then  arrested  a  man  by  the  name  of  Glass,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  bat  there 
was  really  no  testimony  against  him  at  all.  He  proved,  by  several  persons  that  wer^) 
at  his  house  that  night,  that  he  was  at  home  during  the  whole  night.  There  was  no 
evidence  against  him  at  all,  and  he  was  discharged.  I  do  not  think  that  Glass  had 
anything  to  do  with  it ;  but  the  rumor  w^  that  there  were  some  men  who  came  there 
to  Bully  J;ick'8  house  and  called  him  out,  and  said  there  was  some  man  out  there  with 
a  wagon,  who,  I  think,  had  broken  down  on  the  road,  and  they  wanted  Bully  Jack  to 
come  out  and  assist  them  or  assist  him.  I  think  there  was  only  one  man.  He  said  hn 
family  was  in  the  wagon,  and  that  he  was  in  distress.  Bully  Jack  went,  and  shortly 
after  they  started  and  left  there,  some  pistols  or  guns  were  heard  firing,  and  Bully  Jack 
was  killed.  There  was  no  sign  left  there  except  a  spur,  which  they  had  left  where  the 
boy  was  killed.  That  was  all  the  trace  that  ever  could  be  made  of  it.  Exertion  wsa 
made  in  every  way  by  the  officers  to  trace  them  out.  It  was  the  general  ramor,  and  1 
believe  it  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  who  came  from  Alabama.  The  place  was  not 
very  far  from  the  line.  It  was  believed  that  they  had  gone  back  into  Alabama.  Weil 
from  the  testimony  that  was  developed,  it  was  impossible  to  get  upon  any  trace  vl 
them  at  all.  Eviaently,  they  were  men  upon  horseback.  There  were  signs  of  horsu. 
That  was  the  testimony. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  testimony  as  to  their  being  disguised  1 

Answer,  None  at  all.  It  was  dark,  and  only  one  man  went  to  call  to  the  wife,  mod 
told  Bully  Jack  to  come  out.  She  went  out,  and  Bully  Jack  went  off  ^ith  them ;  and 
this  old  lady  saw  nothing  more,  but  heard  the  pistols  fired,  and  then  went  oat  aod 
found  her  husband  dead. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Was  there  a  man  named  Cy  Jenkins  attempted  to  be  connected  with  itt 

Answer.  There  was  no  evidence  against  him.  He  was  a  very  law-abiding  man—* 
man  I  have  known  ever  since  he  was  a  boy.  The  reason  his  name  became  connected 
was  from  somo  conversation  that  got  out.  It  was  thought  that  these  men  had  gone 
Tip  and  reported  to  the  grand  jury  something  about  Cy  Jenkins.  Cy  Jenkins  asked 
the  boy,  and  he  said  there  was  nothing  in  it.  It  had  reached  Cy  JenMns  that  the  hoj 
had  reported  him  for  something,  but  that  was  all  arranged. 

Question,  The  negro  stated  to  Jenkins  that  he  had  not  done  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  and  John  Hill  said  that  Jenkins  was  perfectly  satisfied  aboQt  it 
They  were  on  friendly  terms — he  and  Jenkins. 

Question.  Did  the  woman  profess  to  know  any  of  the  men  ? 

Answer.  1  think  she  said  that  she  did,  and  knew  the  voice  of  one  of  them,  and 
that  it  was  this  man  Glass.  I  think  that  was  the  case  in  which  she  said  bhe  thoaglit 
she  knew  his  voice,  but  would  not  be  certain  of  it. 

Question,  The  committing  magistrate,  before  whom  the  hearing  was  had,  was  G.  W. 
Campbell  f 

Answer,  G.  W.  Campbell  sat  upon  the  case,  and,  I  think,  Shipman,  and,  prahaMr, 
Wistler.    I  think  they  made  t^ree  sit  on  that  case. 

Question,  Did  Campbell  say  he  could  put  that  spur  on  the  man  to  whom  it  belonged  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  that  I  heard  of.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind  dtr^ 
oped  in  the  testimony  at  alL  I  think,  when  he  was  first  taken  up,  Campbell  kept  tbe 
spur,  and  it  was  said  that  probably  this  thing  might  be  traced  up  to  some  person  wlw 
had  bought  the  spur,  or  perhaps  it  could  be  identified  as  belonging  to  somebody  to 
the  neighborhood ;  but  it  never  was,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  testimony  was  oonvinciDC 
to  me  that  it  was  done  by  some  three  or  four  persons  on  horseback,  and  that  there  wv 
no  person  in  the  neighborhood  there  that  did  it,  that  day,  in  regard  to  whom  anythii^ 
like  even  a  reasonable  suspicion  could  arise. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  Isham  Lowry,  at  the  saw 
place — the  Whitfield  plantation  f 

Ansxoer,  That  is  above  here.  Bully  Jack  is  down  below  here,  in  the  sonthem  part  oi 
the  county,  near  Shnqnalak.    I  never  heard  of  that  case  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  was  on  a  plantation  occupied,  at  the  time,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Baldwin  t 
Answer,  I  know  the  place,  but  I  never  heard  of  that.    Is  that  Lowry  case  a  wldppn^ 
casef  » 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes ;  Isham  Lowry  is  the  party. 
The  WiTNKfiS.  I  never  heard  of  it. 


By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  It  was  the  same  night  that  Dick  Malone  was  killed. 
Answer,  I  never  heard  of  the  Dick  Malone  matter  at  alL 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Did  yoa  ever  hear  anything  of  the  case  of  Ben  Dailey  f 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  a  word. 

Qnesiion.  That  was  about  the  last  of  March,  1871.  There  were  about  half  a  dozen 
whippings,  this  man  said.    The  most  noted  case  was  that  of  Aleck  Hughes. 

Answer,  Aleck  Hughes  was  up  here  near  Mushulaville,  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
county  or  Noxubee,  on  the  line  between  this  and  Winston,  and  I  know  nothing  about 
that,  and  heard  nothing  about  it,  until  the  Federal  court  sat.  There  were  a  gOMl  many 
iudictmentB  found  in  the  Federal  court,  and  I  am  attorney  in  defending  what  is  called 
the  Ku-Klux  cases.  I  think  there  were  some  fifteen  or  seventeen  indictments  found, 
some  two  or  three  of  which  were  in  this  county,  but  most  of  them  in  Winston.  * 

Question.  Indictments  for  whipping  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  There  were  three  parties,  I  think,  indicted  for  the  whipping  of 
Aleck  Hughes.  I  have  the  indictments  in  my  office,  or  copies.  I  think  there  were 
only  three  indicted  for  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  I 
was  employed  in  the  case  in  the  Federal  court,  after  the  bills  were  found. 

Question.  Upon  what  testimony  were  they  indicted  T 

Answer.  The  district  attorney  refused  to  let  me  see  the  .witnesses  or  let  me  know  any- 
thing about  it ;  consequently  the  gentlemen  I  represent  cannot  give  me  any  informor 
tion  about  it.  They  never  had  heard  anything  about  it.  They  did  not  know  any  of 
the  witnesses  'that  were  against  them  ;  they  did  not  know  anything  about  it,  so  they 
say,  not  when  the  whipping  took  place,  nor  anything  else,  and  we  are  at  an  utter  loss 
to  know  who  is  the  witness ;  but  I  suppose  this  Aleck  Hughes  himself.  I  know  Aleck 
Hughes  was  up  at  the  Federal  court ;  I  met  him  there  when  the  bills  were  found,  and 
these  three  geutlemen  I  have  asked  in  regard  to  it  say  that  they  know  of  nobody  else 
who  could  have  done  so,  and  they  think  it  is  Hughes  who  did  so. 

Question.  Is  not  that  an  unusual  practice  to  withhold  the  names  of  the  witnesses  f 

Ansicer.  We  regarded  it  so,  sir.  We  regarded  it  there  as  a  public  inquisition.  Our 
witnesses  were  put  in  iail,  some  of  them,  at  least,  the  State  witnesses  in  the  Triplett 
case.  A  negro  man  told  me  he  was  put  in  jail  there  and  kept  in  jail  for  some  time. 
We  could  not  get  to  see  him  at  all.  We  applied  to  the  district  attorney  for  witnesses, 
but  we  never  got  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  He  refused  to  let.  us  have  them.  I  do  not 
know  a  witness  in  any  single  case. 

Question.  Not  in  any  of  these  cases  f 

Answer.  Not  one.  I  did  not  make  application  myself,  but  my  associate,  GeneraL 
Ccohlson,  did  make  the  application,  perhaps  twice,  for  a  list  of  the  witnesses,  which 
was  refused  us.  I  do  not  Know  precisely  what  is  the  usual  practice  in  the  Federal 
court.  It  is  very  unusual  for  our  court  here,  and  I  supposed  it  was  there ;  but  we 
could  not  get  hold  of  witnesses. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  Hughes  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qtiestion.  Did  you  ever  hear  his  story  ? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  him  say  a  word,  I  do  noli  know  the  boy.  He  came 
to  me  and  spoke  to  me  up  at  Oxford.  I  did  not  know  him  before.  I  suppose  I  had  seen 
him  about  town  here.  He  told  me  that  he  knew  me  very  well ;  that  his  name  was 
Aleck  Hughes.    I  had  no  conversation  with  him  about  the  difficulty  at  all. 

Question.  This  man  Davis  says  they  gave  him  his  choice  of  live  hundred  lashes  or  to 
be  shot ;  that  he  has  sued  them  for  damages  in  the  United  States  court ;  that  he  reo- 
o^ized  one  or  two,  recognized  one  by  a  horse  he  had  sold  to  the  party.  That  is 
Davis's  testimony.  It  is  said  that  he  was  impudent ;  five  men  whipped  him  and  took 
his  gun.  He  was  not  at  his  house  when  whipped.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a 
boy  by  the  name  of  Bill  Coleman? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  says  he  was  whipped  up  in  Winston. 

Answer.  1  reckon  that  was  in  Winston  County ;  I  know  the  Colemans  live  up  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Johnson  Keitt  f 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  it.    That  is  in  Winston  County,  I  guess. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  T 

Answer.  That  is  in  Winston.  I  know  from  rumor,  mereljr,  of  the  killing  of  Solomon 
Triplett,  and  J.  Triplett  is  indicted  in  the  Federal  court,  with  some  three  or  four  others, 
and  I  am  their  counsel  in  the  case. 

Question.  The  cause  assigned  for  killing  Sol.  Triplett  was  that  he  had  taken  his  wife 
a'way  from  Triplett,  to  whom  she  had  formerly  belonged  ? 

Answer.  1  never  heard  of  that  rumor  about  it  at  all.  I  have  conversed  with  Triplett 
about  it,  and  these  other  parties,  and  they  profess  to  me  to  know  nothing  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  They  are  the  defendants,  the  persons  accused  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  get  nothing  out  of  them  about  it.  They  profess  to  know 
nothing  about  it.    This  Solomon  Triplett  used  to  belong  to  A.  J.  Triplett.    He  was 
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Hill  had  anything  to  do  with  the  killiDg  of  Bnlly  Jack,  irom  the  testimony.  They 
then  arrested  a  man  by  the  name  of  Glass,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood,  but  there 
was  really  no  testimony  against  him  at  all.  He  proved,  by  several  persons  that  were 
at  his  house  that  night,  that  he  was  at  home  during  the  whole  night  There  was  no 
evidence  against  him  at  all,  and  he  was  discharged.  I  do  not  think  that  Glass  had 
anything  to  do  with  it ;  but  the  rumor  w^  that  there  were  some  men  who  came  there 
to  Bully  J;ick's  house  and  called  him  out,  »nd  said  there  was  some  man  out  there  with 
a  wagon,  who,  I  think,  had  broken  down  on  the  road,  and  they  wanted  BuDy  Jack  to 
oome  out  and  assist  them  or  assist  him.  I  think  there  was  only  one  man.  He  said  his 
family  was  in  the  wagon,  and  that  he  was  in  distress.  Bolly  Jack  went,  and  sliortlv 
after  they  started  and  left  there,  some  pistols  or  guns  were  heard  firing,  and  Bully  J^ck 
was  killed.  There  was  no  sign  left  there  except  a  spur,  which  they  had  left  where  the 
boy  was  killed.  That  was  all  the  trace  that  ever  could  be  made  of  it.  Exertion  was 
made  in  every  way  by  the  officers  to  trace  them  out.  It  was  the  general  rumor,  and  I 
believe  it  was  done  by  a  band  of  men  who  came  from  Alabama.  The  place  wa»  net 
very  far  from  the  line.  It  was  believed  that  they  had  gone  back  into  Alabama.  WeO, 
from  the  t^timony  that  was  developed,  it  was  impossible  to  get  upon  any  trace  of 
them  at  all.  Evidently,  they  w^ere  men  upon  horseback.  There  were  signs  of  horses. 
That  was  the  testimony. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  there  any  testimony  as  to  their  being  disguised? 

Answer.  None  at  all.  It  was  dark,  and  only  one  man  went  to  call  to  the  wife,  and 
told  Bully  Jack  to  come  out.  8he  went  out,  and  Bully  Jack  went  off  yrith  them ;  and 
this  old  lady  saw  nothing  more,  but  heard  the  pistols  fired,  and  then  went  oat  and 
found  her  husband  dead. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QtiesUon.  Was  there  a  man  named  Cy  Jenkins  attempted  to  be  connected  with  it? 

Anewer.  There  was  no  evidence  against  him.  He  was  a  very  law-abiding  man — a 
man  I  have  known  ever  since  he  was  a  boy.  The  reason  his  name  became  connected 
was  from  some  conversation  that  got  out.  It  was  thought  that  these  men  had  gon« 
up  and  reported  to  the  grand  jury  something  about  Cy  Jenkins.  Cy  Jenkins  asked 
the  boy,  and  he  said  there  was  nothing  in  it.  It  had  reached  Cy  Jenkins  that  the  hoj 
had  reported  him  for  something,  but  tuat  was  all  arranged. 

QuesHoH.  The  negro  stated  to  Jenkins  that  he  had  not  done  it  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  and  John  Hill  said  that  Jenkins  was  perfectly  satisfied  about  it 
They  were  on  friendly  terms — he  and  Jenkins. 

Quesiiitn.  Did  the  woman  profess  to  know  any  of  the  men  f 

Answer,  I  think  she  said  that  she  did,  and  knew  the  voice  of  one  of  them,  and 
that  it  was  this  man  Glass.  I  think  that  was  the  case  in  which  she  said  bhe  thought 
she  knew  his  voice,  but  would  not  be  certain  of  it. 

Question.  The  committing  magistrate,  before  whom  the  hearing  was  had,  was  G.  W. 
Campbell  f 

Ansuer,  G.  W.  Campbell  sat  upon  the  case,  and,  I  think,  Shipman,  and,  probaMy, 
Wistler.    I  think  they  made  t^iree  sit  on  that  case. 

Question,  Did  Campbell  say  he  could  put  that  spur  on  the  man  to  whom  it  belonged? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  that  I  heard  of.  I  never  heard  anything  of  the  kind  devel- 
oped in  the  testimony  at  alL  I  think,  when  he  was  first  taken  up,  Campbell  kept  the 
spur,  and  it  was  said  that  probably  this  thing  might  be  traced  up  to  some  person  who 
had  bought  the  spur,  or  perhaps  it  could  be  identified  as  belonging  to  somebody  is 
the  neighborhood ;  but  it  never  was,  so  far  as  I  know.  The  testimony  was  convinoiiif 
to  me  that  it  was  done  by  some  three  or  four  persons  on  horseback,  and  that  there  wts 
no  person  in  the  neighborhood  there  that  did  it,  that  day,  in  regard  to  whom  anything 
like  even  a  reasonable  suspicion  could  arise. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  Isham  Lowry,  at  the  stood 
place — the  Whitfield  plantation  f 

Ansioer.  That  is  above  here.  Bully  Jack  is  down  below  here,  in  the  southern  part  of 
the  county,  near  Shuqualak.    I  never  heard  of  that  case  at  all. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  It  was  on  a  plantation  occupied,  at  the  time,  I  think,  by  Mr.  Baldwin T 
Answer.  I  know  the  place,  but  I  never  heard  of  that.    Is  that  Lowry  case  a  whippiof 
casef  • 

Mr.  Blair.  Yes ;  Isham  Lowry  is  the  party. 
The  Witness,  I  never  heard  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  It  was  the  same  night  that  Dick  Malone  was  killed. 
Answer,  I  never  heard  of  the  Dick  Malone  matter  at  alL 
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By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Did  yoa  ever  hear  anything  of  the  case  of  Ben  Dailey  T 
Answer,  No,  sir  j  not  a  word. 

Question.  That  was  about  the  last  of  March,  1871.  There  were  abont  half  a  dozen 
whippings,  this  man  said.    The  most  noted  case  was  that  of  Aleck  Hnghes. 

Answer.  Aleck  Hughes  was  up  here  near  Mushnlaville,  in  the  western  portion  of  the 
county  or  Noxubee,  on  the  line  between  this  and  Winston,  and  I  know  nothing  about 
that,  and  heard  nothing  about  it,  until  the  Federal  court  sat.  There  were  a  go^  many 
iudictments  found  in  the  Federal  court,  and  I  am  attorney  in  defending  what  is  called 
the  Eu-Elnx  cases.  I  think  there  were  some  fifteen  or  seventeen  indictments  found, 
some  two  or  three  of  which  were  in  this  county,  but  most  of  them  in  Winston.- 

Question.  Indictments  for  whipping  1 

Answer.  Tes,  sir.  There  were  three  parties,  I  think,  indictied  for  the  whipping  of 
Aleck  Hughes.  I  have  the  indictmento  in  my  office,  or  copies.  I  think  there  were 
only  three  indicted  for  the  whipping  of  Aleck  Hughes.  I  never  heard  of  it  until  I 
was  employed  in  the  case  in  the  Federal  court,  after  the  bills  were  found. 

Question.  Upon  what  testimony  were  they  indicted  t 

Answer.  The  district  attorney  refused  to  let  me  see  the  witnewses  or  let  me  knowany- 
tbiDg  about  it ;  consequently  the  gentlemen  I  represent  cannot  give  me  any  informor 
tion  about  it.  ^  They  never  had  heard  anything  about  it.  They  did  not  know  any  of 
the  witnesses 'that  were  against  them  ;  they  did  not  know  anything  about  it,  so  they 
say,  not  when  the  whipping  took  place,  nor  anything  else,  and  we  are  at  an  utter  loss 
to  know  who  is  the  witness ;  but  I  suppose  this  Aleck  Hughes  himself.  I  know  Aleck 
Hnghes  was  up  at  the  Federal  court ;  I  met  him  there  when  the  bills  were  found,  and 
these  three  geutlemen  I  have  asked  in  regard  to  it  say  that  they  know  of  nobody  else 
who  could  have  done  so,  and  they  think  it  is  Hughes  who  did  so. 

Question.  Is  not  that  an  unusual  practice  to  withhold  the  names  of  the  witnesses  f 

Answer.  We  regarded  it  so,  sir.  We  regarded  it  there  as  a  public  inquisition.  Our 
witnesses  were  put  in  iail,  some  of  them,  at  least,  the  State  witnesses  in  the  Triplett 
case.  A  negro  man  told  me  he  was  put  in  Jail  there  and  kept  in  jail  for  some  time. 
We  could  not  get  to  see  him  at  all.  We  applied  to  the  4i8triot  attorney  for  witnesses) 
bat  we  never  got  a  list  of  the  witnesses.  He  refused  to  let  us  have  them.  I  do  not 
know  a  witness  in  any  single  case. 

Question.  Not  in  any  of  these  cases  f 

Answer.  Not  one.  I  did  not  make  application  myself,  but  my  associate,  General 
Gohlson,  did  make  the  application,  perhaps  twice,  for  a  list  of  the  witnesses,  which 
waa  refused  us.  I  do  not  know  precisely  what  is  the  usual  practice  in  the  Federal 
court.  It  is  veiy  unusual  for  our  court  here,  and  I  supposed  it  was  there ;  but  we 
could  not  get  hold  of  witnesses. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  Hughes  T 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  his  story  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  him  say  a  word,  I  do  no^  know  the  boy.  He  eame 
to  me  and  spoke  to  me  up  at  Oxford.  I  did  oot  know  him  before.  I  suppose  I  had  seen 
him  about  town  here.  He  told  me  that  he  knew  me  very  well ;  that  his  name  was 
Aleck  Hughes.    I  had  no  conversation  with  him  about  the  difficulty  at  all. 

Question.  This  man  Davis  says  they  gave  him  his  choice  of  live  hundred  lashes  or  to 
be  shot ;  that  he  has  sued  them  for  damages  in  the  United  States  court ;  that  he  rec- 
ognized one  or  two,  recognized  one  by  a  horse  he  had  sold  to  the  party.  That  is 
Davis's  testimony.  It  is  said  that  he  was  impudent ;  five  men  whipped  him  and  took 
his  gun.  He  was  not  at  his  house  when  whipped.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a 
boy  by  the  name  of  Bill  Coleman? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  He  says  he  was  whipped  up  in  Winston. 

Atisioer.  I  reckon  that  was  in  Wiuston  County ;  I  know  the  Colemans  live  up  there. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killiug  of  Johnson  Keittf 

Answei\  1  never  heard  of  it    That  is  in  Wiuston  County,  I  guess. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  t 

Answer.  That  is  in  Winston.  I  know  from  rumor,  mereljr,  of  the  killiug  of  Solomon 
Triplett,  and  J.  Triplett  is  indicted  in  the  Federal  court,  with  some  three  or  four  others, 
and  I  am  their  counsel  in  the  case. 

Question.  The  cause  assigned  for  killing  Sol.  Triplett  was  that  he  had  taken  his  wife 
away  from  Triplett,  to  whom  she  had  fonuerly  belonged  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  of  that  rumor  about  it  at  all.  I  have  conversed  with  Triplett 
about  it,  and  these  other  parties,  and  they  profess  to  me  to  kuow  nothing  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question.  They  are  the  defendants,  the  persons  accused  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  could  get  nothing  out  of  them  about  it.  They  profess  to  know 
nothing  about  it.    This  Solomon  Trii)Tett  used  to  belong  to  A.  J.  Triplett.    Ho  was 
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sboty  I  think,  at  uiglit,  by  some  persons.    That  is  all  the  information  I  could  gatber 
about  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  was  a  case  in  this  county,  in  July  last,  of  a  man  fonnd  dead  in  tiie 
Tombigbee  River.    His  .mother  was  Ellen  Grayson. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  is  a  long  story  connected  with  that.  Captain  H.  A.  Rice 
and  C.  W.  Moore  can  tell  you  about  it— Rice  particularly.  He  was  the  magistrate 
down  there  and  knows  all  about  that  transaction  ;  I  have  heard  his  statement  about  it 

Question.  Let  us  have  his  statement  of  it  as  well  as  you  remember  it. 

Answer.  His  statement  was  about  this,  that  he  was  a  magistrate,  and  that  complaint 
hod  been  made  to  him  that  a  certain  boy — I  forget  his  name.    Do  you  know  his  name  ? 

Mr.  Bi/AIR.  His  name  was  not  given  by  the  witness. 

The  Witness.  I  do  not  remember  the  name,  but  the  boy  was  a  negro  boy,  and  he 
•was  accused  of  stealing  Moore's  horse  or  mare — I  think  it  was  a  horse-^and  he  was  ar- 
rested and  carried  before  Mr.  Rice,  and  acknowledged  his  guilt ;  that  he  did  steal  the 
horse.  Rice  then  committed  him  to  jail.  His  order  was  to  commit  him  to  jail  unless 
he  gave  a  certain  1>ond  for  his  appcai*auce  at  court ;  I  do  not  know  the  size  of  the  bond. 
There  was  no  constable,  he  said,  in  his  beat,  and  he  appointed  a  man  by  the  name  of 
Bridges  to  act  as  constable  ;  he  said  it  was  lat-e  when  they  got  through  the  evidence  on 
Saturday  evening,  and  Bridges  took  the  boy  home  with  him  and  put  him -in  a  little  out- 
house, or  something  of  the  kind,  very  near  by,  where  he  chained  the  boy  and  left  him 
there  until  morning.  When  he  got  up  in  the  morning  his  history  of  it--of  ooaiae  you 
all  understand  that  is  from  rumor — when  he  got  up  in  the  morning  he  went  to  look  for 
the  boy,  but  he  was  not  found  ,*  the  chain,  1  think,  was  there  with  which  he  had 
chained  him,  and  perhaps  the  lock,  but  the  boy  was  gone.  Well,  then,  a  great  cUsturb- 
auce  was  created  in  the  neighborhood ;  a  large  number  of  colored  people  gathered 
together  and  went  to  Bridges^s  house,  stating  that  they  would  Know  the  iacts; 
when  they  went  there  Bridges  was  apprehensive  that  they  intended  to  attempt 
some  hann  from  the  manner  in  which  they  accosted  him,  and  he  attempted  to 
escape  and  ran  out.  Several  shots  were  fired  after  him.  He  ran  off,  and  bdW  near 
the  Alabama  line  he  went  across.  He  did  not  return  for  some  time.  He  sent  K>r  his 
wife  and  carried  her  out,  und  was  careful  of  coming  back  into  the  neighborhood.  Thej 
X)ut  two  negroes  with  guns  as  guard  over  his  wife  that  night,  and  they  staid  there  ontil 
mominff.  They  did  not  injure  her  in  any  way,  but  with  their  guns  staid  in  the  room 
where  she  was.  There  was  nobody  there  but  probably  her  and  a  little  child  or  two; 
that  is  all  I  know  in  regard  to  that  part  of  the  difficulty.  They  then  had  these 
men  who  had  made  the  attack  on  Bridges's  house,  or  at  Bridges's  house,  arreeted  and 
brought  before  Rice,  and  he  bound  over  several  of  them  ;  I  do  not  know  how  many. 
They  were  brought  here  in  default  of  giving  bond,  and  were  put  in  jail.  At  our  circuit 
court  indictments  were  found  against  them.  I  know  the  fact,  for  I  am  also  counsel  io 
several  of  these  cases  for  the  negroes,  and  have  seen  the  indictments.  •  Indictaient« 
were  found  against  several  of  tfiem ;  I  do  not  know  how  many,  but  five  or  six ;  maybe 
more.  Another  collection  of  them  was  made  a  few  days  afterward,  perhaps  ibr  the 
purpose  of  going  to  ferret  this  thing  out  in  some  way,  in  a  very  riotous  manner,  and  the 
magistrate  bound  over  I  do  not  know  how  mauy  of  them,  and  they  were  pnt  in  jail ; 
they  were  bailed  out  of  jail,  perhaps  bailed  by  white  men  in  the  neighborhood  who 
hatt  them  employed.  There  were  no  bills  founa  against  them  :  I  kuow  that,  for  I  have 
been  spoken  to  by  nearly  every  one  of  these  parties  to  deteud  them.  They  were  dis- 
charged, as  there  was  no  violation  of  law. 

Question.  Was  there  a  body  found  in  the  river  f 

Answer.  So  I  understood.  There  was  a  body  found  up  in  a  tree  some  little  distuKe 
up  where  the  water  had  been  ;  that  is  a  rumor.  I  have  heard  persons  who  saw  it; 
they  say  it  was  tben  some  little  distance  up  the  tree,  on  somO' brush  o;*  ti'ee,  where  it 
was  left ;  they  found  it  soon  after  the  occurrence.  Those  who  investigated  it  stated 
it  was  not  the  body  of  this  boy  who  had  been  arrested.  The  opinion  ot  the  phyBician. 
I  was  told,  and  of  those  who  were  there  was,  that  the  body  had  been  dead  at  least  a 
month  ;  that  some  of  his  teeth  were  coming  out ;  that  it  was  a  boy  who,  it  was  proven, 
so  the  rumor  is,  at  the  trial — was  supposed  to  be  a  boy  that  had  beeu  lost  during  the 
high  water  there  off  of  a  steamboat ;  I  speak  now  of  this  body  that  was  found.  I 
was  informed  that  the  clothing  did  not  correspond  with  that  of  the  boy  arrested;  that 
was  stated  by  Captain  Rice,  that  the  boy  he  tried  had  on  a  different  shirt. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  not  heard  that  the  mother  of  the  boy,  Ellen  Grayson,  identified 
the  body  and  the  clothing  t 

Answer.  I  heard  the  rumor  that  she  thought  it  was  his.  Bridges  has  been  since  t^ 
rested  in  Lowndes  County,  and  I  do  not  know  what  has  become  of  the  ease  since 
then.  The  mother  was  sent  for  to  see  if  she  could  identify  it.  Yes,  I  nndersRtand  the 
old  lady  thought  it  was  him,  from  the  clothing.    I  asked  Captain  Rice  to-day^  wbes 
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he  was  here,  if  it  was  the  sam^,  also  some  others,  and  he  said  no ;  the  one  was  striped 
and  the  other  was  common  white  Lowells  The  whole  of  this  matter  is  very  fresh  in 
the  mind  of  Captain  Kice,  and  if  he  should  he  hefore  the  committee  all  the  facts  can 
be  ascertained  from  him.    He  is  a  very  clever,  intelligent  gentleman. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Queslimi.  A  man  was  killed  in  Brooksville,  in  June,  hy  m^  in  disguise.    Is  that  the 
man  you  refer  tot 
'  Answer.  I  expect  that  is  the  one  I  speak  of. 

Question,  What  was  his  name  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  rememher  it.    Have  you  the  name  t 

Mr.  Blair.  I  have  not. 

The  Witness.  If  I  heard  it  I  might  recollect  it.  My  hrother-in-law  had  him  hired, 
and  spoke  of  him  as  an  inoffensive  and  excellent  hoy. 

QuestUm.  How  was  he  killed  ? 

Anstoer.  He  was  met  on  the  road — the  negroes  here  have  canes  or  tuhes,  and  can 
whistle  with  them,  and  it  is  supposed  that  tpey  were  drunken  men,  or  boys  rather ; 
that  he  was  just  met  in  the  road  and  shot  down. 

QuesUan.  Killed  by  drunken  men  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  not  disguised  at  all. 

Question.  Was  Wissler  the  coroner  who  sat  on  that  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was,  ^ 

Question.  Mr.  Beed  was  on  the  jury  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  think  Reed  was  up  there.  I  did  not  go.  I  heard  Wissler 
speaking  of  it  after  he  came  back.    There  was  no  trace  found  of  anybody. 

QueMtion.  Who  is  this  man  Keed  ? 

Answer.  He  is  a  gentleman  that  has  been  here  for  some  years.  He  is  a  northern  man. 
I  do  not  know  what  State  he  is  from.  He  came  here  since  the  war.  When  I  first  knew 
him  he  was  in  the  express  office  at  this  place,  acting  as  express  agent  for  the  Southern 
Express  Company.  That  was  the  first  time  I  ever  knew  him,  and  that  has  been  some 
three  or  four  years  ago,  or  two  or  three  years  ago. 

Questum.  What  was  his  conduct  ni  that  office  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  he  was  suspected  of  robbing  the  office  of  about  $10,000.    I  was 
employed  by  the  express  company  as  the  prosecuting  attorney  in  the  case,  and  Cap- 
'tain  Rice,  the  same  gentleman  I  spoke  of  before,  was  then  acting  here  as  magistrate. 
The  case  was  tried  before  him. 

Queetion.  As  committing  magistrate? 
^  Answer.  Yes,  sir:  and  he  was  bound  over  in  a  bond  of  $10,000.  He  was  unable  to 
give  that  bond.  He  remained  here  for  some  length  of  time,  in  jail,  and  then  sued  out 
a  writ  of  habeas  corpus  before  Judge  Foot,  who  was  our  circuit  juage,  and  he  did  not 
diminish  the  bond.  He  confirmed  the  action  of  the  magistrate,  alter  an  investiga- 
tion. 

Question.  Was  there  also  an  investigation  into 'the  facts,  on  the  writ  of  habeas 
oorpusf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  testimony  taken  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  whether  the  testimony  was  taken  down  before  him, 
but  the  testimony  before  Cdptain  Rice  was  taken  down  in  full,  and  was  very  volumin- 
ous, too. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  testimony  1 

Answer.  We  were  weeks  at  it.  It  was  very  x)lain  to  me,  sir ;  a  case  of  entering — ^he 
was  the  agent,  and  the  evidence  was  very  clear  to  my  mind  that  the  house  was  broken 
from  the  inside.  There  were  no  signs  on  the  outside,  and  the  safe  was  unlocked ;  the 
look  was  not  injured  at  all.  There  was  a  little  powder  burned  down  in  front  of  it,  and 
some  little  gun-screws,  or  something  of  the  kind,  were  left  as  a  sign  in  front  of  it. 
The  lock  on  the  safe  was  not  iinured  at  all,  and  left  open.  I  considered  the  case  very 
clear,  m>self.  He  was  then  iuaicted  in  our  circuit  court.  There  were  two  cases,  how- 
ever; one  for  taking  a  sewing-machine  out  of  the  express  office.  He  was  also  bound 
over  on  that.  At  the  circuit  court  indictments  were  found.  He  was  then,  by  order  of 
General  Ord,  taken  to  the  military  court  at  Columbus.  I  was  there  in  attendance  sev- 
eral days,  perhaps  a  week  or  so.  He  was  finally  discharged — that  is  the  way  the 
case  ended — by  a  court-martial. 

Question.  Taken  forcibly  from  the  jurisdiction  of  the  civil  court  and  turned  over  to 
a  military  court  held  at  Columbus,  and  turned  loose? 

Ansujer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  nothing  has  been  done  with  him  since. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  the  cause  investigated  by  a  court-martial  ? 

Answer^  O,  yes,  sir  j  and  went  through  with  it  I  do  not  know  how  many  daye,  but  I 
wa4  up  there  off  and  on  for  a  month  nearly. 
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By  Mr.  Buckuey: 

Quettion,  When  did  that  oc<!m  f 

Anstoer.  I  am  so  forgetful  of  dates  that  I  can  not  tell,  but  it  has  been  three  yean 
a^,  I  reckon. 

Qitestum.  It  was  while  the  State  was  nnder  provisional  government,  was  it  not? 

Anstoer,  Tes,  sir;  I  think  it  occorred  while  General  Ord  was  here,  before  General 
Gillem  was  here. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Eighteen  hundred  and  sixty-seven  t 
An»wer.  1  reckon  it  was  about  that  time. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  On  what  grounds  were  the  courts  deprived  of  the  jurifidi<Aon  in  thoee 
cases? 

Anewer,  I  do  not  know.  We  put  in  a  plea  to  the  jurisdiction  in  thnt  court.  It  did 
not  amount  to  anything.  There  were  Just  peremptory  orders  given,  and  a  court- 
martial  ordered. 

Question,  Was  Beed  acting  in  any  military  capacity  that  they  should  have  assumed 
Jurisdiction  f 

Answer,  None  in  the  world. 

Question,  Were  the  courts  not  open  for  the  trial  <^  all  cases  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    We  carried  on  the  criminal  oourts,  even  during  the  war,  regularly. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  he  not  an  agent  of  the  Freedmen's  Bureau  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  had  uo  connection  with  it  in  the  world.  Unfortunately,  the 
agent  who  travels  up  aud  down  the  road,  or  rather  the  superintendent,  a  man  named 
Stevens,  who  was  the  main  witness  in  the  case,  died  just  about  the  time  the  court  was 
ordered,  and  wo  were  deprived  of  his  testimony.  We  had  it  down  in  full,  and  I  attempted 
to  introduce  it  as  taken  down  before  the  magistrate,  which  the  court  refused  to  receive. 
They  thus  deprived  us  of  the  most  important  poinf,  as  Stevens  had  died. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Is  testimony  of  the  kind  taken  before  a  committing  magistrate  admissible 
in  yoor  criminal  courts  in  caoe  of  the  death  of  the  witness  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  our  courts  go  so  far,  general,  under  the  ruling  of  the  present  judge, 
as  to  allow  testimony  which  was  taken  before  a  committing  court  to  be  introduced 
orally,  when  it  has  not  been  taken  down.  They  will  swear  any  bystander  to  testify  as 
to  what  a  certain  man  swore,  and  I  presume  it  would  be  permissible  to  introduce  it 
where  there  has  been  a  civil  investigation  before  the  magistrate,  and  where  the  party 
had  an  opportunity  to  cross-examine,  and  did  cross-examine. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  rule  in  your  courts  in  Mississippi,  that  where  the  evidence  of  a 
deceased  witness  is  sought  to  be  given  in  evidence,  the  witness  giving  it  must  be  able 
to  testify  in  haso  verba,  using  the  very  language  employed  by  the  deceased  witness  f 

Anstoer.  We  have  uo  abjudication  in  reference  to  introdqcing  it  in  our  reports,  as  we 
have  no  reported  cases. 

Question.  Is  not  that  the  common-law  rule  T 

Answer.  The  common-law  rule  I  understand  to  be  that  it  must  be  as  near  the  language 
as  possible,  but  the  court  would  permit  it  when  the  witness  would  say  he  is  giving  the 
precise  substance,  and  as  near  the  language  ae  possible. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  to  be  the  common-law  rule  f 

Answer,  I  do. 

Question.  Is  it  not  that  he  must  testify  in  hec  verhay  using  the  very  language  of  the 
deceased  witness  T 

Answei'.  I  do  not  think  the  common  law  goes  so  far  as  that,  because  no  man  can  do 
that. 

Question.  In  the  testimony  taken  before  Squire  Rice,  was  the  exact  language  or  all 
of  the  language  taken  down,  or  simply  the  substance  t 

Answer.  1  think  Mr.  Rice  in  that  case  attempted  to  take  down  the  precise  words  as 
nearly  as  possible,  because  it  was  a  very  important  case  and  the  testimony  very  v^ 
luminous  ;  and  in  the  case  of  Stevens,  particularly,  we  desired  that  everything  should 
be  taken  down,  and  we  made  the  witness  speak  slowly,  so  that  the  magistrate  could 
take  down  the  testimony  as  ho  gave  it  in. 

Question.  Did  he  writhe  it  down  in  the  firfit  person  singular  just  as  the-witness  qmke  it? 

Answer,  1  could  not  say  whether  he  did  or  not. 

•By  Mr.  Blair  i 
Question.  In  the  case  of  Yerger,'for  killing  some  man  in  Jackson,  Mississippi 
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The  Witness.  Crane  t 

Mr.  Blair.  Crane.    He  was  tried,  Tras  he  not,  before  a  military  commission  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  understandinc  of  it,  sir. 

Que8ti4m.  Have  yonr  conrts  since  decided  that  that  trial  was  not  a  bar  to  the  prose- 
on  tion  in  a  criminal  conrt  f 

Anstoer,  1  am  not  aware  that  it  has.  What  conrt  do  yon  mean — supreme  conrt  or 
drcnit  court  T 

Question,  Tour  supreme  conrt. 

Ansioer,  1  do  not  think  there  has  been  any  such  decision. 

Question.  It  has  been  decided,  I  have  understood,  by  the  supreme  court  t 

Anstver.  If  it  has  it  has  been  done  very  recently. 

Question.  I  believe  it  has  been  decided  by  the  judges  of  the  United  States  court  here, 
because  there  is  now  pending  an  indictment  against  Yerger  in  one  of  these  courts 
which  was  iloetponed  at  the  lost  term. 

Anstcer.  There  was  an  indictment  for  manslaughter  found  against  him  after  he  had 
been  tried  by  a  military  court,  and  I  understood  the  pica  he  put  in  was  the  former  trial 
and  Jeopardy.  What  they  did  with  that  I  do  not  know.  It  was  before  Circait  Judge 
Brand.    That  is  the  last  I  have  heard  of  it. 

QuestUm.  I  understood  from  the  United  States  district  attorney  that  that  was  over- 
ruled, and  he  was  held  for  trial  f 

Answer.  That  that  plea  they  put  in-  was  overruled  f 

Question.  Yes. 

Answer.  That  is  my  understanding,  but  that  that  plea  was  overruled ;  but  I  have  lost 
sight  of  it  since  then.    I  have  heard  that  that  plea  was  overruled. 

Question.  If  that  plea  has  been  overruled,  would  it  not  be  still  admissible  to  try  this 
man  Eeedf 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  It  looks  to  me  like  it  would  be.  That  is,  if  they  decided 
that  the  trying  him  by  a  court  of  that  character  was  not  putting  in  jeopardy,  an<f  he 
oonld  not  plead  autrefois  acquit j  or  convicted,  it  seems  he  might  be  tried  again. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Is  that  the  decision  of  a  nisi  ^us  judge  or  the  supreme  conrt  t 
Answa\  I  understood  there  was  no  decision,  but  that  the  circuit  judge  had  overrule^' 
the  plea  of  a  former  tri.il.    That  was  merely  the  circuit  judge,  and  I  have  never  heard 
anything  more  of  it.    What  has  become  of  the  case  I  do  not  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  the  killing  of  Wissler  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  right  ^  my  neighborhood.  His  house  was  very  close  U 
me,  perhax)s  two  or  three  hundred  yards  off. 

Question.  What  were  the  facts,  as  yon  are  informed  T 

Anmeer.  I  think  it  was  a1)out  an  hour  or  two  after  night — probably  about  8  o'clock- 
did  not  notice  the  time.  I  was' sitting  by  my  fireside,  and  I  heard,  I  think,  two  guni 
almost  immediately  in  succession.  I  got  up  and  went  to  the  door.  I  thought  it^  fittlo 
strange,  and  I  beard  some  children  hallooing ;  then  I  thought  it  was  mere  boys'  play, 
and  presently  I  thought  it  was  something  serious,  and  I  went  down  there.    When  I 

fot  there  I  found  Mr.  Wissler  dead.  Some  two  or  three  persons  had  got  there  before 
did.  He  had  evidently  beei;i  shot.  He  was  in  the  room,  I  understood,  moving  a  bed- 
stead— putting  up  a  bedstead  in  that  room,  with  two  of  his  little  step-children.  He 
was  cridently  shot  by,  I  think,  a  shot-gun,  and  from  the  outside  through  the  window. 
Two  or  three*  panes  of  gloss  were  broken.  I  think  there  were  only  three  that  had  the 
apl>earance  of  being  broken  by  the  shot. 

Question.  Was  anything  known  of  the  parties  who  murdered  him  t 

Answer.  Nothing  at  all.  They  have  different  ideas,  I  sunpose,  in  regard  to  it.  He 
was  the  same  man  who  was  in  the  difficulty  at  Corinth ;  who  spilled  the  oil  on  a  man, 
Shipley,  that  was  burned  up. 

Question.  You  say  this  man  Wissler  was  the  same  man  who  spilled  the  oil  on  Ship- 
ley f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  burned  him  up  and  robbed  him.  I  was  sitting  within  a  very  short 
distance  when  the  man  was  burned ;  I  was  coming  on  from  tbA  Federal  conrt.  One  of 
the  theories  was  that  Shipley's  friend  had  followed  him  up  and  killed  him  after  he  was 
released.  He  was  put  in  jail  up  there,  and  was  bonded  out  by  Lieutenant  Colonel 
Powers. 

Question.  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers  ? 

Answer.  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers.  He  was  taken  out  of  jail,  and  after  he  had 
been  at  home  some  weeks,  this  occurred. 

Question.  What  is  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  burning  of  that  man  up  there  at 
Corinth  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  testimony  on  that  first  occasion  was  this:  he  was  arrested 
while  I  was  there,  immediately  u][>on  the  burning—the  next  morning — and  an  exam- 
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mation  waa  had  before  a  committing  magistrate,  and  he  was  discharged.  He  came  on 
home,  remained  here  some  weeks  or  months,  and  going  back  through  Corinth,  he  was 
arrested  a^i^in,  and  was  tried  before  a  committing  court,  and  waa  bound  over  in  abend 
t>f  two  thousand  or  twenty-five  hundred  dollars  for  his  appearance.  The  history  of  it 
is  this:  that  ha  sued  out  a  writ  ofhubeas  corpuH  before  Judge  Davis,  circuit  judge,  &nd 
I  have  seen  the  opinion  of  Judge  Davis,  printed,  in  justification  of  himself ;  ho  had  the 
toHtimony  au^l  i>;ave  his  opinion,  and  he  raised  his  bond  to  $5,000  for  his  appearance. 
Wissler  was  Ihcu  in  jail  for  some  little  time.  He  was  then  bonded  out  by  Lieutenant 
Governor  Powers,  and  he  came  home,  and  had  been  here  for  some  weeks.  Everything 
seemed  to  be  going  on  quietly  and  peaceably,  until  this  occurrence. 

Quefttion.  Are  there  any  other  theories  f 

Anatcer.  Yrs,  sir ;  the  next  theory  is  this:  that  there  were  three  or  four  negro  men 
who  were  indicted  here  for  breaking  into  a  silversmith's  store,  a  man  by  the  name  of 
I^indfall.  Tho.y  stole  a  number  of  gold  watches  and  some  money  out'  of  the  slu>p. 
Wissler  was  connected  %vith  the  shop  in  some  way  with  Lindfall,  either  as  a  putner  or 
staying  in  there.  I  believe  he  claimed  to  be  a  partner.  He  was  the  only  witheas.  I 
was  retained  by  Mr.  Wissler  in  the  prosecution  of  these  negroes.  He  was  the  only  wit- 
ness by  whom  to  identify  tlie  watches  and  prove  that  the  watches  were  lost ;  the  only 
Serson  by  whom  that  fact  could  be  established.  At  the  last  term  of  court,  we  would 
ave  been  ready  for  the  trial  of  the  cause,  but  on  account  of  the  imprisonment  of  Mr. 
Wissler  at  Corinth,  we  were  not  able  to  have  him  here,  and  the  district  attorney  naked 
for  a  continuance  of  the  case,  that  he  might  get  Mr.  Wissler  here,  by  whom  he  ooald 
identify  the  watches,  or  prove  that  the  money  was  lost  at  all,  or  the  watches  were  ever 
out  of  the  shop.  There  are  sortie  persons  who  think  that,  as  he  was  the  only  witaess, 
that  these  uegi'oes  were  perhaps  interested  in  removing  him.  These  are  the  only  two 
theories  I  have  heard  spoken  of  at  all. 

Qu€9ti<m,  Was  anybody  seen  on  the  night  of  this  firing  upon  Wissler  t 

^Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  nobody  there,  excepting  a  negro  boy,  named  Anderson 
Tyler.  He  says  he  was  close  by  there,  and  he  saw  Dr.  Buck  come  running  right  across, 
and  that  he  run  over  into  another  yard  from  there,  which  Dr.  Buck  also  tells  himself 
that  he  did,  to  get  a  light  to  go  into  Wissler's  house.  This  boy  says  he  saw  Dr.  Buck 
run  across  the  street,  and  this  boy  says  he  was  near  there.  These  are  all  the  p^sons 
that  I  have  heard  that  were  there.  It  was  thoroughly  investigated  here  at  the  cor- 
oner's inquest.  I  do  not'know  all  of  the  testimony  gotten  out,  but  nothing  to  trace  it 
up. 

Queaiion.  Buck  said  he  was  there  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir;  he  said  he  was  going  past  there.  Buck  was  very  much  intoxicated. 
He  is  a  very  quiet,  peaceable  sort  of  man,  but  he  was  intoxicated  at  the  time.  He 
was  going  past,  but  heard  the  firing  and  halloaing,  and  ran  back  to  the  gate  of  a 
negro  woman's  house  opposite,  to  ask  for  a  light,  as  something  was  the  matter,  and  be 
wanted  to  get  a  light.  A  man  named  McClelland  w.is  coming  at  the  time  in  the  oppo- 
site direction.  He  says  ho  heard  the  feet  of  a  horse  galloping  the  other  way.  He 
says  it  was  so  dark  he  could  not  see.  He  pushed  himseS:'  up  to  the  fence  to  let  them 
pass,  fearing  they  would  run  over  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QMe«h*o«.  A  single  horseman? 

Aiimcer.  Ho  said  he  heard  but  one.  lie  could  distinguish  but  one.  There  were  two 
men,  iu  the  testimony,  who  came  down  on  the  cars  the  night  before — I  think  just 
l)oft>re  11  o'clock  at  night — from  the  direction  of  Corinth.  The  testimony  showed  that 
two  men  came  down  from  that  direction,  and  got  ofi"  at  this  depot,  which  is  aboat 
tliice-quartt'is  of  a  mile  from  the  town.  We  have  hacks  running  up  to  briuK  up  pas- 
st.'n;;<fr8.  These  men  declined  coming  up,  and  knocked  about  the  depot,  and  the  hacks 
came  off  and  left  them  there.  They  did  not  come.  One  of  them  had  a  little  sack  in 
his  hand;  the  other  had  nothing  that  thoy  could  see ;  and  the  tavern-keeper  says  these 
two  men  were  next  day,  about  dinner-time,  at  his  house,  and  one  of  them  tooi  dinner 
and  the  other  did  not  take  dinner.  Nothing  more  was  ever  heard  of  them,  that! 
learned,  at  least,  and  they  have  never  been  heard  of  since.  The  next  morning  afU^  this 
occurrence  thoy  were  not  found  in  town  at  all.  Whether  thoy  went  off  that  night  I 
cannot  say.  They  were  here  not  long  before  night  and  ate  a  tolerably  late  dinner. 
There  wore  two  men  from  the  description.  One  of  them  took  dinner  and  the  other  did 
not.    They  then  walked  on  up  street,  and  were  never  seen  afterward. 

Question,  What  time  does  the  Corinth  train  reach  here  T 

Answer.  Just  about  11  at  night,  and  this  was  the  evening  before. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  And  they  never  have  been  seen  since? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  not  at  all.  My  partner  says  he  saw  them  on  the  atreet  waUdof 
about.  I  have  heard  several  other  gentlemen  say  they  saw  them  during  Uie  day,  bat 
we  have  never  heard  of  then  since. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  That  statement  would  rather  go  to  diflcredit  the  theory  that  the  negroee 
killed  him  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir,  and  my  mind  leans  more  to  that  theory  than  the  other.  I  did  n6t 
think  anyhody  had  the  disposition  to  injore  Mr.  Wissler  here.  All  opportunities  had 
been  had  heretofore.  He  was  a  man  who  did  not  stand  very  high  in  the  community 
here  in  any  way. 

By  Mr.  Blaib: 

Question.  He  mingled  freely  around  everjrwhere  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  everywhere  lust  as  any  other  citizen.  It  has  sometimes  heen 
thought  that  some  men  might  oe  killed  here ;  hut  really  I  thought  he  would  have 
be^n  the  last  that  would  have  been  killed  if  it  had  been  done  by  the  Ku-Klux  or  any 
such  band  as  that.    I  do  not  know  why  they  would  have  killed  him. 

By  Mr.  BvcsKLtY : 

Question.  Have  you  ever  heard  that  he  received  threats  from  parties  in  Winston 
County  T  , 

Answer.  No,  sir;  never  in  my  life.  He  has  a  brother-in-law,  the  Triplett  whom  I 
am  defending  for  the  murder  of  this  man — Solomon  Triplett.  I  have  talked  freely  with 
WinBt4>n  men,  gathering  up  information  for  their  defense,  and  I  have  never  heard  a 
-word  said  about  Wissler. 

Quesii07t.  Did  Wissler  have  anything  to  do  with  the  arrest  of  Triplett  or  any  of  these 
parties  in  Winston  t 

Answer.  Wissler  told  me  he  had  not.  He  came  on  down  at  the  time  of  this  occur- 
rence with  Mr.  Triplett,  who  is  indicted,  and  all  these  parties.  Ho  was  appointed  a 
deputy  to  bring  these  parties  dowB,  by  my  request.  Wissler  was  appointed  in  this  way : 
We  had  tried  the  question  whether  they  were  entitled  to  bail,  before  Judge  HUl.  He 
decided  that  they  were,  and  fixed  the  amount  of  the  bail.  These  parties  were  there, 
and  it  would  be  very  expensive  to  them  to  send  home  and  get  their  bail.  They  could 
not  ffive  bail  there,  and  I  went  into  court,  and  got  the  judge  to  make  an  order  direct- 
ing tlie  commissioner  here,  Mr.  Dismukes,  to  take  bail  from  these  men.  The  district 
attorney  objected  to  it  at  first,  but  said  he  would  do  it  if  I  would  indorse  them  as 
good  bonds.  I  told  him  I  did  not  like  to  do  things  of  that  sort ;  it  was  not  my  way 
of  doing  business ;  but  I  would  state  honestly  whether  I  thought  they  were  good  or 
not.  l^der  that  state  of  things,  the  judge  ordered  them  to  be  brought  down,  and 
Wisfder,  living  here,  was  appointed  to  bring  them  down.  It  was  not  a  formal  thing. 
They  came  down  and  seemed  ail-remarkably  friendly,  and  there  was  no  disturbance. 
We  were  delayed  by  the  train  in  making  connection,  and  were  forced  to  stay  all  ufight 
at  Corinth.  That  is  the  way  this  burning  occurred ;  at  least,  we  would  have  been  at 
home ;  and  I  have  been  talking  with  these  people  up  in  tnat  direction,  and  I  have 
never  heard  them  accuse  Wissler  as  one  of  the  witnesses.  They  say  they  uo  not  know 
how  he  could  be,  as  he  had  not  lived  in  that  region  at  the  time. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question.  Speaking  of  the  burning,  I  did  not  ask  you  the  evidence  in  regard  to  the 
homing.    Will  you  please  state  it? 

Answer,  I  cannot  say,  general,  what  the  evidence  was.  I  heard  a  good  deal  of  it,  and 
saw  some  of  the  transactions  myself.  The  general  impression  there  was — and  some  of 
the  evidence  tended  to  show  it — that  he  had  robbed  this  man  of  $500.  Now,  Shipley, 
just  as  he  came  running  out  of  the  door,  was  in  a  peifect  blaze.  General  Gholson, 
Doctor  Perkins,  and  myself  were  standiDg  in  the  front  door.  I  was  leaning  against  a 
pillar  looking  into  the  dining-room,  as  near  as  three  or  four  yards  from  the  window.  I 
was  looking  m,  and  the  other  two  gentlemen  sat  with  their  backs  toward  it.  I  heard 
something  rattle,  and  all  at  once  the  house  was  filled  with  the  blaze.  I  observed  to 
the  gentlemen,  '^  General,  the  house  is  on  fire."  We  jumped  up,  and  with  that  I  saw  a 
niMi  come  out  of  the  door.  It  seemed  that  the  oil  was  poured  in  his  lap,  and  the  coal- 
oil  ran  down  into  his  boots  or  shoes,  I  suppose;  at  at  any  rate,  into  his  lower  extremities, 
and  enveloped  him  perfectly  in  flame.  As  he  came  out  of  the  door,  I  thought  it  was  a 
bed  which  they  were  throwing  out.  Perkins  ran  to  the  water-tank  right  after  him, 
and  I  after  him.  The  man  ran  up  to  it ;  there  was  a  trough  in  which  they  wash,  and 
which  holds  basins ;  there  was  a  water-tank  similar  to  those  on  steamboats,  and  Per- 
kins hallooed  to  him, ''  Run  to  the  water-tank.'^  He  ran  and  threw  himself  just  in 
that  position  in  the  gutter  of  the  trough.  It  happened  that  the  tank  was  nearly  full 
of  water,  and  Perkins  took  it,  and  threw  it  right  into  the  trough  ;  that  extinguished 
all  the  flames  except  at  his  feet :  I  saw  that  they  were  still  burning,  and  some  threw 
water  on  them  and  extinguishea  that  fire.  I  heard  him  say,  ^'  I  have  lost  my  money,'' 
or  *'  I  have  lost  $500  f  that  was  the  first  remark.  I  could  do  him  no  good  there.  Some 
persons  were  around  him.  By  that  time  a  crowd  had  collected,  so  I  went  back,  think- 
ing I  might  find  out  something.    Toward  the  door  I  saw  some  xiieoea  of  his  pantaloonr 
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and  coat ;  some  persons  cangbt  at  it  and  jerked  off  pieces.  He  seemed  to  have  thrown 
his  hands  ont  in  this  way,  [illustrating,]  and  there  were  phkccs  burning  all  over  the 
floor  where  he  threw  the  oil ;  I  could  finil  them  in  that  way  all  the  way  back.  I  do 
not  know  who  did  it.  I  did  not  see  the  gentlemen  when  tney  were  sitting  there  to- 
gether at  all.  Immediately  the  hue  and  cry  was  made  that  Wissler  had  done  it.  These 
men  had  started  fix>m  the  lower  hotel  to  come  up  to  the  Scruggs  House,  at  which  it 
occurred,  and  they  had  gone  off— these  two,  Shipley  and  Wissler — to  a  grocery,  and 
were  drinking  there,  and  then  came  into  the  house,  and  the  testimonjr  was  by  several 
of  them  there  that  ne  turned  this  lamp  over  intentionally.  They  said  they  saw  him 
wavering  it  several  times,  and  at  last  he  threw  it  over  on  him ;  that  he  and  Wiaslerhad 
been  seen  in  conversation  at  the  table,  and  Wissler  said  he  had  lost  his  pistol ;  and 
that  he  got  up  to  look  for  it,  and  went  behmd  the  screen  where  the  servants  go  with 
their  dishes ;  that  he  came  back  and  took  a  seat  by  Shipley,  and  mentioned  again  that 
he  had  lost  his  pistol,  and  got  up  and  took  the  lamp  and  put  it  on  the  floor  and  looked 
around,  and  then  picked  it  up  and  went  to  set  it  on  the  table  a^aiu,  and  as  ho  was  set- 
ting it  on  the  table  again,  Mr.  Tucker,  one  of  the  witnesses,  said  he  was  satisfied  that 
the  man  hit  it  on  the  edge  of  the  table.  He  set  it  on  the  side  of  a  saucer  and  it 
careened  over.  As  to  my  own  belief,  I  do  not  believe  that  the  man  intended  to  bum 
Shipley.  People  were  very  much  exa^erated  there.  I  think  probably  if  it  had  not 
been  for  some  remark  I  made,  or  soflie  other  persons  there,  that  they  would  have  gpi 
hold  of  him  and  strung  him  up. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  You  think  it  was  an  accident  T 

Answer,  I  do ;  but  the  testimony  was  strongly  the  other  way. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  What  was  the  testimony  as  to  his  having  robbed  Shipley  t 

Amwer,  There  was  no  evidence  of  that,  but  they  had  been  at  a  grocei^  drinking 
together,  and  he  came  back  and  acted  strangely  about  getting  up  and  hunting  for  his 
pistol  and  making  these  remarks.  Then  immediately  upon  the  occurrence — I  did  not 
see  him — they  say  he  ran  down  the  railroad,  and  went  to  the  house  where  he  was  be- 
low. 

Question.  That  Wissler  did  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  did  not  see  him  at  all  after  the  man  was  on  fire.  The  other  per- 
sons, Mr.  Tucker,  a  very  reliable  man,  and  Mr.  Triplett,  were  there,  but  he  had  gone  off 
just  before,  a  little  late  at  night.  The  first  that  raised  any  suspicion  in  my  mina  about 
it  was,  that  some  gentlemen  in  charge  of  these  persons  with  him  coming' from  Oxfwd, 
a  young  man,  just  as  we  were  going  to  bed,  came  and  said  he  wanted  to  know  sobm- 
tiling  about  this  thing ;  that  Mr.  Shipley  had  said  this  man  was  trying  to  rob  him,  and 
that  m  the  scuffle  the  lamp  was  knocked  over,  and  accidentally  he  had  bomed  op  the 
man.  This  is  what  Lewis — I  think  that  is  his  name — said,  and  he  came  up  to  inqnin 
about  it.  I  had  never  dreamed  about  robbery  by  any  particular  persona  before.  I 
thought  probably  the  man  had  dropped  his  pocket-book  as  he  was  running,  and  some- 
body had  picked  it  up. 

Question.  From  what  you  say  about  turning  the  kerosene  into  his  lap,  or  throwing 
the  lamp  over  against  him,  there  must  have  been  some  persons  in  the  room  who  saw 
itf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  divers  persons.  The  st^rvant  and  chambermaid,  and  one  or  two 
white  women  serving,  and  the  head  woman  of  the  concern.  Her  testimony  was  very 
strong  against  him.  I  got  this  from  the  testimony  taken  before  Judge  Davis.  Thak 
was,  that  it  was  turned  over  and  they  thought  intentionally.  I  did'not  see  it,  of  course, 
but  from  the  representations  of  Tucker  and  the  others,  I  do  not  think  the  man  intended 
it.    He  is  a  man  of  no  nerve  at  all  or  of  very  little  nerve. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Was  Tucker  there  T 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 
Questiim.  A  friend  of  Shipley's  t 

Answer,  He  was  one  of  the  parties  under  anrest,  and  accused  of  the  murder  of  Solo- 
mon Triplett. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  In  charge  of  Wissler  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  all  of  them  were  down  at  the  other  hotel:  not  the  one  I  was  al 
I  was  at  the  Scruggs  Hotel,  and  Wissler  and  this  man  met  together  at  the  lower  hotel, 
and  seemed  to  become  very  intimate.  It  was  said  that  this  man  wm  drinking 
heavily. 

By  Mr. Buckley:- 

Question.  Shipley? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Shipley. 
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By  Mr.  Rice  : 

^testian.  What ;  was  Wissler  drunk  too  t 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  when  I  saw  him  last.  I  do  not  think  Wissler  was  a  man  that 
ever  got  under  the  influence  of  liquor. 

Qu4i8ti<m,  Tucker  was  the  man  that  sat  at  the  head  of  the  tahle  f 

Ansvoer,  Tes,  sir,  and  Tucker  said  so.  They  said  they  would  oome  up  and  take  sup- 
per at  the  Scruggs  House,  and  they  invited  him,  (Tucker,)  and  when  they  started  he 
oame  on,  and  he  asked  me  when  he  reached  there  if  Wissler  bad  got  there.  I  told  him 
no.    He  said  they  had  gone  by  another  saloon  to  get  some  liquor. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Quettion,  Had  Shipley  at  any  time  before  that  said  anything  to  you  about  being 
robbed? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  you  not  regard  it  as  a  very  strong  circumstance  against  the  theory  of 
intentional  tipping  the  kerosene  in  his  lap,  that  there  were  so  many  x>eople  present  to 
Bee  it  done  f 

Answer,  I  could  not  see  the  policy  of  it  anyway,  burning  a  man  up.  If  he  wanted 
to  rob  him  or  had  robbed  him,  he  could  have  gone  olf  witnout  burning  him. 

Question,  Was  Wissler's  person  ever  searched  to  ascertain  whether  Shipley's  money 
was  on  him  or  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  that  it  was.  It  was  not  while  I  was 
there.  Wissler  was  very  anxious  to  go  on  with  these  men.  He  came  to  me  the  next 
morning,  and  wanted  me  to  stay  and  aid  him,  but  I  had  to  come  on  for  my  business.  I 
told  him  there  were  as  good  and  better  counsel  there  as  myself,  and  they  could  do  him 
justice. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  : 

Question,  You  heard  the  exclamation  of  Shipley  that  he  had  been  robbed  t 

Answer.  1  heard  him  say  "  I  have  lost  $500,^  or  he  said,  "  I  have  been  robbed."  There 

were  so  many  right  by  me  that  I  cannot  tell.    The  idea  was  that  he  had  been  robbed. 

The  man  was  burned  very  badly.    His  hands  were  cramped  in  this  way,  [illustrating.] 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  long  did  he  live  T 

Answer.  About  twenty -four  or  twenty-eight  hours. 

By  Mr.  Bi^air  : 

Question.  Did  he  make  any  further  statement  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir,  he  gave  testimony. 

Question,  What  was  it  f 

Answer,  He  was  firmly  of  opinion  that  this  man  had  robbed  him,  and  burned  him  on 
purpose.    That  was  his  idea. 

Question,  Where  did  he  say  he  had  robbed  him  and  how  t 

Answer,  I  did  not  hear.  It  was  all  in  a  moment,  and  was  a  frightful  scene  any  way. 
I  retired  immediately  that  I  saw  he  had  got  aid.    I  went  oif  to  my  room. 

Question.  Shipley's  testimony  was  taken  before  his  death  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  With  the  impression  full  upon  him  that  he  was  about  to  die  f 

Answer,  He  had  the  full  impression  upon  him  that  he  was ;  that  Wissler  got  his 
money  and  robbed  him. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  The  examining  court,  with  this  testimony  before  them,  discharged  Wiss 
lerf 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  amount  of  testimony  they  had  1)efore  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  understand  that  this  was  a  dying  declaration  t 

Answer.  I  saw  them  going  into  the  room  to  take  his  declaration.  He  was  dying.  I 
suppose  that  was  their  object.  It  was  just  as  I  was  getting  on  the  cars.  I  saw  the 
two  magistrates  go  into  Shipley's  room,  and  I  was  informed  they  wore  going  to  get  his 
testimony.    I  did  not  remain  until  the  end  of  the  examination. 

Question.  Who  was  Shipley  t 

Answer.  He  was  a  tobacconist,  I  think,  traveling  through  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Judg^e  Davis^viewed  all  the  testimony  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  He  was  charged  very  heavily  by  the  friends  here  of  not  doing  the 
man  justice,  and  everything  of  the  sort,  and  he  came  out  with  his  opinion  and  «he  tes- 
timony and  he  published  it. 
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By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  What  did  he  decide  it  to  be  t 

Answer.  He  decided  it,  I  believe,  to  be  monslaaghter. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  Dot  that  a  most  lame  and  impotent  oonolosion  t 
Answer.  I  thought  it  was  a  most  lame  conclnsion.    It  would  have  been  mnidei  or 
accident. 

By  Mr,  Rice  : 

Question.  Did  be  decide  it  on  the  ground  of  criminal  negligence  t 
Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QnesUon.  What  did  he  say  of  the  robbery  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know.  He  said  the  party  ought  to  be  bound  over,  under  the  » 
cumstances.  The  weight  of  his  argument  seemed  to  be,  if  it  was  not  done  intention- 
ally, that  there  was  great  criminal  negligence. 

Question.  Lieutenant  Governor  Powers  then  gave  the  bondt 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  so  I  was  informed. 

Questiion.  What  wore  his  relations  with  Wissler  t 

Anncer.  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  he  used  to  live  in  this  county.  He  is  acquainted  with 
the  family.  I  suppose  he  was  appealed  to  by  Wissler's  family — ^his  sister  and  mother. 
Nobody  here  seemed  to  take  an  interest  in  it.  I  was  absent  at  the  time— traveling  up 
north  during  the  summer,  When  I  got  to  Corinth,  I  understood  he  had  been  bondod 
a  few  days  before,  by  Governor  Powers. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question.  Is  it  regarded  here  as  anything  against  a  man  to  go  on  a  bond  when  a  man 
is  entitled  to  bail  f 

Answer.  People  talked  about  it  in  this  way :  that  Governor  Powers  would  be  gover- 
nor in  a  short  time,  and  that  there  would  be  no  punishing  this  man  Wissler  any  way  if 
Governor  Powers  took  him  under  his  wing. 

Question.  But  there  was  no  general  objection  to  it  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  but  many  thought  Governor  Powers  ought  not  to  have  done  it.  He 
would  be  governor,  and  have  the  pardoning  power  and  everything  of  the  sort.  The 
way  it  was  managed  was  in  this  way :  they  thought  that  was  the  reason  that  ShipIey^s 
friends  had  hastened  this  tluD^  on.  They  thought  he  wus  in  a  way  .to  be  released 
probably,  and  that  ho  never  would  be  punished.  This  is  a  mere  theory.  I  have  heard 
that  nientioned  by  way  of  speculation  and  theory. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Has  there  been  any  complaint  in  your  State  that  the  pardoning  power  has 
been  exercised  too  freely  T 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  I  do  not  think  it  has  as  far  as  I  know.  I  do  not  think 
there  has  been  any  ground  of  complaint  of  that  sort. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  If  he  had  actually  been  governor  at  the  time,  it  would  have  been  a  very 
flagrant  offense  would  it  not  i 

Ansicer.  It  would  not  have  looked  right;  and  many  thought  it  was  not  proper  under 
the  circumstances,  as  it  is  nuderstood lie  wlU  be  governor  in  a  short  time. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  it  understood  that  any  influence,  besides  that  of  Wissler's  £uDily,  was 
employed  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  I  heard  so.  In  general,  I  understood  that  his  wife,  and 
his  sister,  and  Wisslcr's  mother  appealed  to  Colonel  Powers,  but  I  do  not  know  tnatl 
ever  heard  anybody  say  more  than  that  about  the  feet. 

Question.  He  lives  in  this  neighborhood? 

Anstcer.  He  lives  in  this  county,  some  eight  or  ten  miles,  below  here ;  and  was  very 
well  acquainted  with  the  family,  or  leather,  I  think,  went  there,  probably^  sometimes, 
and  was  well  acquaiuted  with  Wissler  and  the  family.  My  own  impression  "^as.  that 
the  reason  Colonel  Powers  did  so  was,  because  ho  was  appealed  to  by  these  ladies  to 
release  the  man.    I  think  it  was  a  matter  of  sympathy  on  his  part. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  There  is  testimony  before  this  committee  in  reference  to  a  Mr.  Taliafent), 

who  professes  to  have  information 

Answer.  1  know  Mr.  TJaliaferro. 
Question.  What  do  you  know  of  him  t 
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Answer.  1  never  knew  aDythinfiC  of  him  until  about  a  year  ago.  I  do  not  know  how 
long  he  has  been  in  the  country ;  but  I  had  some  business  transactions  with  Captain 
Taliaferro,  a  very  worthy  old  gentleman  in  this  couuty,  about  a  year  ago.  In  arrang- 
ing that  business,  this  Mr.  Taliaferro  you  speak  of  came  to  my  office.  That  was  the 
first  I  knew  of  him.  My  acquaintance  after  that  was  slight.  Being  a  connection  of 
old  Captain  Taliaferro,  I  supposed  him  to  be  a  very  clever  young  gentleman.  He 
seemed  a  very  nice  man.  Shortly  afterward  he  got  into  some  difi^ulty  in  regard  to 
my  partner,  Mr.  Rives.  He  has  a  plantation  up  there  where  he  was  living,  and  the 
next  information  I  had  was,  that  he  was  arrested  here  for  stealing  Captaiu  Rives's 
mule,  and  bringing  him  down  to  the  livery  stable  here  and  attempting  to  sell  him.  A 
warrant  was  got  ont,  and  be  was  arrested  and  bronght  into  the  court  below,  and  Mr. 
Rives  and  myself  went  down  there,  and  being  acquainted  with  old  man  Taliaferro, 
whom  we  had  known  for  a  series  of  years,  and  some  geutlemen  from  Mobile  at  that 
time  coming  into  the  court-room  and  stating  that  he  knew  this  man  Taliaferro ;  that 
he  knew  his  family  in  South  Caroliha,  and  that  they  were  clever  people,  it  operated 
upon  Mr.  Rives's  sympathies,  and  Mr.  -Rives  got  up  and  stated  to  the  court  that  he  was 
acquainted  with  Captain  Taliaferro ;  and  from  the  statement  made,  the  magistrate 
could  do  as  he  pleased  about  the  prosecution ;  that  he  himself  had  no  feeling  a^ut  it, 
and  would  rather  the  man  would  not  be  pro6ecute<l ;  that  he  had  probably  done  it  Tery 
unguardedly,  and  the  prosecution  might  be  the  ruin  of  him  as  a  young  man,  and,  if 
the  magistrate  felt  disposed,  he  would  not  have  any thiur  to  do  with  the  prosecution. ' 
Taliaferro  was  discharged  in  this  way,  by  request  of  Mr.  Kives,  whose  mule  was  taken. 
The  rumor  was  at  the  same  time  that  he  went  to  the  manager  of  Mr.  Rives's  planta- 
tion, and  got  the  mule  to  bring  a  hog  down  for  an  old  lady  up  there,  and  brought  it 
down  here  and  sold  it,  and  then  tried  to  sell  the  mnlo  and  take  the  money.  The  mule 
was  got  out  of  the  stable.  I  do  not  think  he  sold  the  mule.  He  pocketed  the  old 
lady's  money,  and  that  was  the  last  of  it.  He  left  the  country  shortly  afterward. 
That  was  the  last  I  heard  of  him. 

Qaestion,  Was  that  after  he  had  made  these  disclosures  about  the  Ku-Elux  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  was  before.  He  never  made  these  disclosures  that  I  ever  heard 
of,  until  the  sitting  of  the  Federal  court.  I  understood  he  was  there,  but  I  did  not  see 
him.  I  understood  he  had  gone  to  Maryland,  and  was  living  probably  in  Baltimore. 
This  was  some  time  before  I  heard  anything  about  any  disclosures  about  the  Ku-Klux 
up  in  that  ueiorhborhood.    That  is  alfl  know  about  him. 

Question.  It  has  been  stated  that  he  was  looked  upon  as  a  very  clever  young  man 
previous  to  making  these  disclosures,  and  received  by  everybody  in  the  best  society  T 

Anstrer.  My  acquaintance  with  him  was  so  slight  that  I  never  knew  anything  about 
that.    I  merely  knew  him  as  connected  with  his  uncle. 

Question.  You  knew  he  was  charged  with  the  stealing  of  this  mule  before  making 
these  disclosures  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  hog-stealing  matter  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  With  these  accusations  pending  against  him,  is  it  likely  that  he  would 
have  been  received  in  the  best  society  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  that  after  that  he  was  not.  If  it  is  stated  that  he  was  received  in 
the  best  society,  it  must  have  been  anterior  to  the  mule  matter. 

Question.  It  is  stated  that  ho  was  received  in  the  best  society,  and  cultivated  by  all 
good  people,  until  he  made  these  disclosures  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that.  I  saw  him,  and  he  looked  like  a  very 
clever  young  gentleman.    I  did  not  know  anything  about  him  at  that  time. 

Question.  Do  you  suppose  he  was  received  in  the  best  society  after  this  attempt  to 
dispose  of  Mr.  Rives^s  mule  T 

Answer.  1  think  not.    I  never  saw  him  after  that.    I  think  he  left  shortly  after  that. 

By  Mr,  Rice  : 

Question.  When  was  that? 

Answer.  It  has  been  over  a  year  ago;  dates  I  cannot  recollect.  There  are  persons 
who  are  better  acquainted  with  these  things  than  I  am  in  the  neighborhood-^Mr.  Rives 
and  Mr.  Dismukes.    I  simply  give  my  own  as  rumor. 

By  Mr.  ;^lair  : 

Question.  The  statement  of  a  witness  is,  "Very  nice  men  in  this  county,  who  have 
since  denounced  him,  took  him  into  their  families  before  and  up  to  that  time." 

Answer.  I  should  think  this  about  that,  though  f  could  not  speak  with  any  certainty: 
Being  a  connection  of  Captain  Taliaferro,  in  that  neighborhood,  I  sappose  he  was 
received  by  Captaiu  Taliaferro*s  frieuds  until  the  matter  was  found  out. 

Question.  Until  when  T 

Answer.  Until  these  things  occurred. 

Question.  Until  this  mule  business  occurred  t 
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Answer,  Tea,  sir ;  I  had  heard  nothing  aboat  it  before*  I  do  not  think  he  had  been 
in  the  country  very  long :  if  he  had,  I  did  not  know  it.  It  was  mere  accident  connected 
with  Captain  Taliaferro's  business  and  some  matters  I  had  in  my  hands  for  the  iM 
luaU)  that  I  formed  his  acquaintance.  I  suppose  he  was  received  in  good  societj  a( 
tiiat  time. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  any  attempt  to  coerce  or  intimidate  the 
negroes  in  voting  f 

Answer.  I  never  saw  such  a  thing  done.  I  have  no  information  abont  anything  of 
that  sort.  There  was  some  complaint  of  it  years  ago,  but  lately  I  do  not  think  in  onr 
county  there  is  a  white  man  that  ever  speaks  to  a  colored  man  about  voting.  That  is 
our  understanding  generally.  We  know  they  have  it  all  their  own  way.  We  have  no 
candidates,  and  the  colored  people  vote  just  as  they  please.  There  is  no  sense  in  indm- 
idating  now. 

Question.  It  would  be  simply  absurd  to  intimidate  when  yon  have  no  candidates  f 

Answer,  We  have  no  candidates  at  all.  There  may  be  some  men  running  who  oUl 
themselves  democrats.  I  do  not  know  it.  There  is  no  white  man  taking  any  interest 
in  this  election  now  going  on,  unless  it  be  a  man  who  is  a  candidate.  It  was  so  in  our 
last  election  a  year  ago. 

Question,  No  candidEbtes  then  ? 

Answer.  There  may  have  been  some  candidates.    I  do  not  remember.    "Hiat  was  £di 

State  officers.    There  were  candidates  then.    We  had  a  man  by  the  name  of , 

a  brother-in-law  of  General  Grant. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Judge  Dent  f 

Answer.  I  believe  that  was  his  name ;  but  it  was  all  one  side  in  this  connty.  At 
that  time  there  was  no  effort  made  in  this  connty  for  the  Dent  ticket.  I  do  not  think 
I  saw  any  white  men  take  any  part  in  it. 

By  Mr.  BLAm : 

Question.  A  witness  says  there  was  no  intimidation  at  all  last  spring  f 

Answer,  Last  spring  ?    I  heard  of  none.    What  was  that  about  t 

Question.  He  says,  "I  know  of  no  intimidation  since  last  spring  t " 

Answer.  There  has  been  no  election  here  since  the  election  of  our  governor. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  election  in  vrhich  to  coerce  f 

Answei\  None  in  the  world— not  even  a  corporation  election. 

Question,  1  understand  you  to  say  that  white  people  took  no  interest  at  allt 

Answer,  Not  in  that  Dent  election  in  this  county.  If  there  was  a  threat  of  intimi- 
dation, or  anything  of  the  sort,  I  do  not  know  it.  I  have  seen  no  manifestation  of  any 
feeling  of  that  sort  in  our. county. 

Question,  There  were  said  to  be  several  churches  burned,  one  at  Shnqualak  and  one  al 
Brookville  t 

Answer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question^  And  one  or  two  white  schools  burned  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  a  white  school  was  Uurned  up  at  Mnshulaville — how,  I  do  not  know. 

Question,  What  is  the  theory  f 

Answer.  I  never  have  heard  any  theory.    I  heard  that  it  was  burned. 

Question,  The  witness  says  the  people  here  are  opposed  to  negro  schools,  some  of 
themt 

Ansxcer.  There  may  be  such  persons.  This  was  a  white  school  at  Mushulavilley  as  I 
understood  it.  I  have  heard  of  no  opposition  to  negro  schools  at  all.  There  has  bees 
a  question  in  regard  to  building  negro  school-houses.  Some  portion  of  the  community 
are  opposed  to  taxation  for  the  purpose  of  building  school-houses.  They  say  the 
rieighborhoods  ought  to  build  their  own  houses,  and  tax  to  pay  the  teachers  and  ex- 
penses:  they  are  willing  to  do  that;  but  the  discord  is^as  to  taking  so  much  money  to 
build  tue  houses,  since  they  could  put  up  log-houses  just  as  they  used  to.  Some  say 
that  they  are  built  by  the  common  fund;  that  the  whites  and  blacks  would  both  8^0, 
to  them,  and  there  would  bo  difSculty  in  that  way ;  that  it  would  be  better  finr  both 
to  build  their  own  houses. 

Question.  What  is  the  rate  of  taxation  in  your  county  t 

Answer.  The  Lord  knows.    It  is  so  heavy  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  Is  it  as  much  as  before  the  war  t  » 

Answer.  I  think  my  own  is  at  least  four  tiiues  the  amount  on  the  same  propatte; 
For  instance,  there  is  a  farm  I  conti'ol  up  here  for  a  gentleman  in  Alabama.  Ipaii 
for  the  taxes  of  1869  about  $75.   The  faxes  of  1870  were  about  $264.  ^^ 

Q%testion,  Is  that  on  the  land  f 

Answer,  Just  on  the  naked  land  itself. 

Question,  Was  the  tax  of  $75  on  the  land  simply  t 
.  Answer.  That  is  alL 
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By  tbo  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  many  aeres  t 

AH$w€r.  I  tbink  about  a  thousand  or  ^even  hundred. 
Queeiion*  Cotton  plantation  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  is  one  I  had  rented  for  a  gentleman.  It  took  a  little  over  half 
the  rent  to  pay  iiie  taxes. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuesUon,  What  is  the  value  of. that  property  as  compared  with  what  it  used  to  bet 

Answer,  I  am  a  bad  judge  of  real  estate. 

QMevHan,  What  would  it  sell  for  now  compared  to  1869  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  that,  probably,  in  I8ii9  it  ought  to  have  sold  for  at  least 
twenty-iive  dollars  an  acre — not  1869,  but  before  the  war,  I  mean. 

Qusstion,  Was  that  the  tax  you  paid  in  1869 1 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  but  in  1869  the  laud  was  worth  about  the  same  as  now,  and  in  1870 
I  saw  but  little  difference  in  the  price  of  the  laud. 

Question,  Before  the  war  what  was  the  tax  on  that  land  t 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  but  it  could  not  have  been  very  much.  Our  taxes  were  so 
arrauge<l  before  the  war  that  we  paid  less  laud  tax  than  any  people  in  the  world  that 
paid  as  much  tax  as  we  did.  The  burden  was  taken  off  of  the  tana.  My  understanding 
is,  that  the  tax  of  1869,  and  previous  to  that,  was  one-tenth  of  one  per  cent. ;  that  is 
tlie  State  tax,  and  the  county  cau  put  on  as  much  more,  and  then  the  special  county 
tax  may  go  beyond  that.  It  is  the  special  county  tax  that  has  made  it  so  heavy  upon 
us.  We  have  been  building  jails,  and  a  poor-house,  and  bridges,  and  one  thing  and 
another  of  that  sort.  The  special  tax  has  been  enormous.  It  is  not  ho  much  the  State 
tax  as  the  special  county  tax. 

Queetion,  What  is  the  State  tax  now  t  You  say  in  1869  it  was  one-tenth  of  one 
per  cent,  t 

Answer,  I  think  the  State  tax  is  one-half  of  one  per  cent. 

Questian,  That  is  five-tenths  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  RiCB : 

Question.  Is  it  not  40  cents  on  the  hundred  dollars  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  but  it  is.    How  much  would  the  half  of  one  per  cent,  be  f 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Q,ue8iion,  So  that  it  is  five  times  what  it  was  in  1869 1 
Answer,  Yes,  sir :  my  taxes  are  about  four  or  five  times  as  much. 
Qusetion,  Then  the  county  tax  is  ^ye  mills  or  more  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  cannot  go  beyond  the  State  tax,  and  then  the  school  tax  may  go 
beyond  that,  and  then  we  have  also  a  special  tax. 
Qneetion,  The  school  tax  is  a  separate  thing  entirely  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  amount  that  may  be  levied  for  school  taxes  t 
Answer,  I  do  not  remember  the  limit. 

3y  Mr.  Buckley: 

Queation.  Your  school-tax  is  estimated  by  the  board  of  school  commissioners  f 
Answer.  I  think  so. 

Question.  But  the  levy  is  made  by  the  board  of  supervisors  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  the  way  it  is  done.  It  is  a  matter  I  have  not  looked 
into  or  informed  myself  about. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question.  Are  the  supervisors  compelled  by  law  to  raise  the  amount  estimated  f 
Answer.  1  cannot  say.    I  have  not  examined  the  statute  on  that  subject.  Our  statutes 
have  not  come  out  yet. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Do  not  the  two  boards  consult  and  often  raise  or  lower  the  estimates  t 

Answer,  I  sujppose  they  do ;  they  ought  to. 

Question,  Is  it  not  the  fact  that  in  Lowndes  County  the  estimate  was  cut  down  from 
sixty-five  to  twenty-one  thousaud  dollars? 

uUiswer.  I  saw  some  notice  of  some  such  thing  as  that  in  the  papers;  I  know  the> 
took  down  the  tax. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Is  there  any  opposition  to  negro  suffrage  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  there  is,  sir ;  we  all  seem,  so  far  as  I  know,  to  acquiesce 
as  a  law-abiding  people.    There  is  no  issue  in  regard  to  that  Question  here  with  us. 

34  m 
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There  may  be  private  opinions  about  it,  but  no  public  expression  of  opiniokn  that  I 
know  of.    We  take  the  constitution  and  laws  as  wo  find  them. 

Question.  This  man  Doss  is  spoke:i  of  by  witnesses  as  a  very  violent  man,  and  a  man 
who,  on  one  occasion,  run  off  the  magistrate's  constables  and  everybody  else  preset, 
here  in  town,  when  they  were  examining  into  a  case  f 

Amwer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  was  pre8<;nt. 

Qtiesiion.  Tell  us  what  he  did. 

Answer,  1  can  hardly  tell  you ;  how  the  difficulty  occurred  I  do  not  know,  but  while 
the  court  was  sitting  he  became  boist^rons  and  drew  his  pistol;  I  saw  that  out ;  what 
it  was  about  now  I  have  no  recollection.  A  good  many  persons  got  out  of  the  way. 
It  occurred  in  this  way,  sir,  as  near  as  I  recollect :  he  was  evidently  drinking  8ome,aiid 
he  wanted  to  pass  out  of  the  door,  and  some  officer  would  not  permit  him  to  go  oai; 
and  he  swore  he  would  go,  and  they  got  into  some  altercation,  and  this  man  Doss  flour- 
ished his  pistol  about  in  the  court-house,  and  some  of  the  people  got  out  and  some  did 
not,  and  some  got  bold- of  him,  and  the  thing  was  quieted  down.  I  think  three  mag- 
istrates were  sitting,  and  I  think  they  got  off  of  the  bench  and  probably  came  into  this 
little  ante-room,  or  some  little  room  in  the  court-house.  My  recollection  is  that  the? 
retired. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Did  you  understand  that  Doss  got  upon  the  table  in  front  of  the  judge'^ 
stand? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  I  remember  at  one  time  of  seeing  him  upon  the  plat- 
form but  not  on  the  table.  I  recollect  seeing  him  at  one  time  on  the  platform  where 
they  were,  or  where  they  had  been :  I  do  not  remember  whether  they  were  there ;  bai 
with  a  drunken  man  fooling  in  the  nouse  that  way,  everybody  was  more  or  less  airaid 
that  he  would  shoot  off  his  xiistol.  Nobody  seemed  afraid  of  him  except  that  he  was 
drunk  in  that  way,  and  some  of  them  tried  to  prevent  his  shooting,  and  got  him  quieted 
down.  I  do  not  know  who  he  wanted  to  shoot.  He  just  seem^  to  be  rearing  about 
generally,  and  cursing. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Questian.  Was  the  trial  proceeded  with  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  This  was  a  simple  interruption  only  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir;  it  all  went  on  and  the  case  was  disposed  of.  It  was  a  case  of  mor- 
der. 

Question.  Had  this  anything  to  do  with  that  case? 

Answer.  Nothing  in  the  wond ;  he  wanted  to  get  out  of  doors  and  was  prevented,  I 
think,  in  some  way  from  passing  out.  It  had  no  connection,  I  suppose,  with  the  case. 
I  know  nothing  of  his  connection  with  the  case.  He  seemed  to  be  enraged  and  swear- 
ing generally  and  flourishing  his  pistol  about. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  of  a  difficulty  that  occurred  at  Artesia  T 

Answer.  Not  a  word. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  it  t 

Anstoer.  The  killing  of  Lee  f 

Question,  No ;  the  killing  of  a  white  man  at  a  negro  meeting  in  Artesia. 

Anstcer.  That  was  Lee ;  that  was  recently.  I  have  heard  of  it,  and  I  saw  some  notice 
of  it  in  the  newspapers.  That  is  all  the  information  I  have  on  the  subject  by  botb 
sides ;  one  paper  represented  it  one  way  and  another  paper  represented  it  anotlMa-;  as 
to  what  the  general  impression  is  as  to  the  facts,  I  do  not  know. 

QHeslion.  Were  any  ne^^roes  said  to  be  arrested  t 

Answer.  That  was  the  mformation  here. 

Question.  What  was  the  information  as  to  what  occurred  at  the  arrest  of  the  Degrcms? 

Answers  I  heard  that  several  negroes  were  arrested  and  carried  to  Colnmbcs,  iod 
probably  one  or  two  white  men. 

Question.  For  that  killing  f 

Ansxcer.  Yes,  sir ;  on  account  of  that  killing. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  negroes  after  anest  were  released  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  ;  I  never  heard  that;  but  I  heard  that  the  shenff  wfto  had 
arrested  them  had  been  arrested  by  the  Federal  authorities. 

Question.  That  the  sheriff  and  his  posse  had  been  arrested  t 

Answer.  By  the  marshal. 

Question.  As  Ku-Klux  f 

^Answer.  I  do  not  know.    They  were  just  arrested;  I  understood  that  tli^  wtze 
Ttnder  arrest. 

Questioiu  Did  you  hear  that  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  had  issaed  tiie  wansnt  ix 
their  arrest  had  been  dismissed  from  his  office  by  Governor  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  No.  sir ;  I  did  not  hear  that. 

Question.  Tiiis  occurred  at  Crawford  f 

Answer.  At  Artesia. 
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QnesHon,  The  firing  occurred  at  Artesia,  but  the  subsequent  arrest  T 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  tSow  where  it  occurred.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  this  burn- 
ing through  the  country  here,  and  it  is  very  hard  to  tell  anytmng  about  it.  Perhaps 
if  yon  would  know  the  number  that  have  been  burned  it  would  astonish  you.  I  can 
repeat  a  great  many  that  I  know  have  been  burned.  A  man — Dr.  Rosser— -that  lives 
right  up  here,  was  burned  out.  His  corn-crib  and  stables  and  everything  the  old  man 
had,  were  burned  about  the  first  of  this  year.  Some  negroes  were  arrested  for  it  and 
are  now  to  be  tried.    They  have  tried  one^ — a  mistrial,  I  think.    The  other  died. 

Question.  How  is  that  f  «. 

Answer.  Two  negro  men  were  arrested  for  the  burning  of  Doctor  Rosser's  cribs,  and 
one  negro  man  died,  and  I  know  one  has  been  mistried,  if  not  two.  Yes,  there  have 
been  two  mistried. 

Que8tion,  You  say  there  have  been  many  burnings  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Of  cotton-gins  T 

Answer.  Cotton-^ns  too. 

Question.  What  is  the  theory  in  regard  to  these  burnings? 

Answer.  We  hear  different  rumors.  They  are  the  houses  of  the  most  substantial 
planters  in  tbis^  community.  The  general  impression  is  that  they  are  done  in  almost 
every  case  by  some  incendiary,  so  far  as  I  have  heard. 

Question.  What  class  of  i)eople  are  these  incendiaries  supposed  to  be,  and  what 
motive  have  they  T 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  who  they  were.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that,  but 
the  owners  are  the  substantial  planters  of  the  country.  Doctor  Foster's  store  was 
burned  out  in  the  upper  part  of  this  county  within  the  last  two  months,  and  Colemau^s 
store,  at  Mushulaville,  was  burned  out  within  two  months,  and  everything  he  had  in 
the  world,  and  William  P.  Connor's  gin-house;  and  my  information  was  that  eighty 
bales  of  cotton  were  burned  up  last  foil  after  gathering  the  cotton.  Within  two  years 
Doctor  Mooror's  dwelling  up  here  was  burned  up,  and  a  man  by  the  name  of  Hnrd,  at 
Brookville,  had  a  very  nice  dwelling  which  was  burned  up.  All  of  these  I  have 
named  were  supposed  to  have  been  done  by  incendiaries.  Cockrell's  house  up  here 
near  the  Doss  neighborhood  was  burned  up  a  few  nights  ago,  and  I  do  not  know  how 
many  more.  I  just  happen  to  recollect  these  at  this  time.  There  has  been  a  good 
deal  of  burning  of  that  sort  through  the  community,  and  detection  is  impossible.  I 
think  the  oflBcers  have  tried  to  detect  whether  it  had  been  the  white  men  or  the 
negroes.  I  think  the  officers  here  have  tried,  generally,  to  ferret  them  out,  but  it  is 
impossible  to  do  it.  Now,  you  spoke  of  the  church  burned  at  Brookville  some  time  ago. 
The  version  I  heard  of  that  was  simply  this :  that  the  church  had  divided,  and  they 
had  become  very  unfriendly,  and  it  was  supposed  that  one  of  these  parties  had  burned 
it  up.    That  is  the  report.    I  have  never  heard  any  other  version  of  it  than  that. 

Question.  Was  that  a  negro  church  t  — 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  fallen  out.  I  heard  a  gentleman  say  that  a  negro  woman 
at  his  house  said  they-had  fallen  out,  and  after  it  was  burned  it  was  just  what  she 
expected,  or  something  of  that  sort.    That  seemed  to  be  the  theory  about  it. 

Question.  How  does  the  price  of  land  in  this  section  of  the  State  or  county  compare 
•with  what  it  was  prior  to  the  war  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  should  think  the  price  now  was  not  one-half  as  much  as  before 
the  war.  It  would  not  go  that ;  land  that  would  have  sold  before  the  war  at  forty  and 
fifty  dollars — there  was  some  such  land — would  now  sell  for  perhaps  fifteen  or  twenty 
dollars.  That  would  be  about  the  way  it  would  be.  The  depreciation  is  more  than 
one-half. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  made  or  heard  made  any  estimate  of  the  destruction^ of 
property  during  the  war  in  this  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  I  have,  sir. 

Question.  I  have  heard  it  stated  that  it  has  been  estim.ated  that  the  entire  destruc- 
tion of  property  was  about  seven-tenths,  including  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves. 

Answer.  1  should  think  it  was  at  least  that.  Really  those  who  were  our  richest  men 
in  this  country  are  now  our  poorest  men — ^far  the  poorest  men.  Men  who  were  woirth 
linndreds  of  thousands  are  now,  perhaps — well,  not  worth  a  dollar.  They  have  got 
nothing  in  the  world. 

Question.  The  taxation,  I  nnderstand  you,  is  about  five  times  as  much  as  it  was  f 

Amncer.  I  think  about  four  or  five  times  my  taxes  were.  Perhaps  it  would  not  be, 
generally,  as  much  as  that.  I  should  say  three  or  four  times  anyhow.  I  have  taken 
no  pains  to  make  an  estimate  except  looking  over  my  own  receipts. 

Question.  And  the  actual  values  of  the  property  are  only  three-tenths  of  what  they 
werot 

Answer.  I  should  suppose,  taking  the  whole  body  of  Hhe  country  together,  including 
the  slaves,  and  every  tnmg  of  that  sort,  for  out  we^th  consisted  chiefly  of  slaves. 

Question.  So  that  the  emancipation  of  the  slaves  was  a  destruction  of  personal 
property! 
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Answer,  YeS;  sir.  With  that  I  should  think,  general,  it  wonld  amount  to  thai  modi, 
sir. 

QuesHon.  Is  it  wonderfol  that,  under  such  a  state  of  affiEurs,  when  &ve  timea  tlie  tax 
is  raised  on  three-tenths  of  the  valuation  of  property,  there  should  be  a  restiveDeai 
and  opposition  to  the  school-tax  or  anv  other  tak  t 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  we  credit  a  ffreat  deal  of  the  disturbance  in  this  county  to  an  abso- 
lute apprehension  that  the  peopfe  would  not  be  able  to  pay  the  taxes. 

QiiesHan,  Is  there  not  an  apprehension  felt  very  genenuly  that  the  taxes  raised  are 
misapplied  f  « 

AnsuxT,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  general  accusation  of  the  people,  tiie  tax-payers,  ti»t 
there  has  been  an  unnecessary  expenditure,  particularly  in  our  govemm^ity  and  in 
multiplying  of  offices.  , 

QueaUon.  The  tax  of  five  times  as  great  upon  property  valued  at  three-tenths  of  what 
it  was,  and  the  misapplication  and  misappropriation  of  the  funds  raised  from  tttxaiMm, 
is,  as  I  understand  yon,  a  matter  of  complaint  f 

Answer,  It  is  a  matter  of  a  great  deal  of  foreboding  and  discontent.  The  people 
think  they  are  burdened  with  taxation,  and  they  do  not  see  how  it  is  possible  to  psj 
It.  The  great  cry  is  for  economy  and  the  lessening  of  our  taxes.  That  seeiBs  to  be  the 
main  oppositicm  to  what  is  termed  the  school-fund  or  school-tax.  They  say  the  tues 
are  so  heavy.  I  have  heard  of  no  opposition  to  free-schools,  except  that  keeping  the 
schools  distinct  seems  to  be  the  desire  of  both  the  white  and  black  race  so  far  as  I  have 
consulted  with  them.  I  have  been  talked  with  a  good  deal  by  both  lacee,  uid  they 
seem  to  desire  that  the  schools  should  be  kept  separate. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QuesHofL  You  have  s^>arate  schools  for  the  two  races  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  We  have  not  had  any  other  kind  at  all,  and  that  seems  to  be  tl» 
desire  of  the  colored  people  of  this  county.  They  seem  to  be  satisfied  with  them.  Thej 
believe  as  I  do,  that  it  is  best  for  both  that  the  schools  should  be  kept  separate. 

Qnesiian,  The  sdiool-board  took  the  same  view  t 

Answer,  I  expect  so.  I  have  never  consulted  with  them  about  it,  but  I  soppoee  thit 
is  their  idea. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  multiplication  of  offices  in  the  ^tate  and  county  goverB- 
ments  as  eoe  of  the  causes  of  discontent  among  the  people.  Allow  me  to  inquire  whe- 
ther your  present  county  officers  are  not  comprised  within  the  list  I  shall  now  name: 
Two  justices  of  the  peace,  one  constable  in  each  magistrate's  beat 

Answer,  Thafs  right. 

QussUon.  Is  that  the  same  now  as  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  just  the  same. 

Question,  One  supervisor  in  each  district  f 

Answer,  They  were  then  called  members  of  the  board  of  police,  and  of  someUiing. 

Question,  One  coroner  t 

Answer,  The  same. 

Question,  One  surveyor  t 

Answer,  That  is  so. 

Question,  One  assessor  T 

Answer,  That  is  so. 

Question,  One  treasurer? 

Answer,  That  is  so. 

QuesUion,  One  circuit  clerk  f 

Ansicer,  That  is  so. 

Question,  One  chtmcery  clerk  t 

Ansxcer,  Yes ;  that  used  to  be  the  probate  clerk. 

Question,  The  same  office  substantially,  by  a  difterent  name? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  no  increase. 

QuesHon,  One  sheriff?  . 

Answer.  That  is  so. 

Question,  Three  representatives  to  the  lower  house  T 

Answer,  Wo  had  two  before. 

Qu^tUm,  There  is  a  multiplication,  or  addition,  then,  of  one  t 
.   Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  One  senator,  of  the  seventeenth  senatorial  district  f 

Answer,  Our  senator  was  formerly  from  Noxubee  and  Winston.  Now,  thefe  are  tir? 
from  Noxubee  and  Kemper. 

Question,  Two  from  these  three  counties,  where  you  had  one  from  two  oovntieaf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu4!stion,  One  district  attorney  of  the  seventh  judicial  district  t 

Answer,  That  is  the  same,  except  that  the  districts  are  not  as  large  as  befr^re. 
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Queatfem,  Tben,  wherein  does  the  mnltiplic&tion  of  the  offices  in  your  eoimty  con- 
sist? 

JiMwer.  I  did  not  speak  of  onr  connty  offices.  I  was  not  confining  it  to  the  county. 
I  do  not  know  that  we  have  any  greater  number,  but  we  have  a  larger  number  of  mem- 
bers of  the  Judiciary,  and  our  probate  courts  were  abolished  and  chancery  eourts  took 
their  places.  What  the  number  is  now  in  the  State  I  do  not  remembOT,  bat  before  each 
county  had  a  ptobate  Judee,  paid  by  the  county,  averaging  from  |200  to  il,500,  proba- 
bly. I  think  that  was  as  high  as  any  ever  got,  according  to  my  recollection*  I  do  not 
remember  what  number  or  chancellors  there  is  now,  but  th^  are  a  great  many  of 
them.  They  get,  I  think,  |3,500  or  $4,000.  I  cannot  speak  pontiYely  aboat  it  unless 
I  refer  to  the  acts.    We  have  a  ^reat  many  more  circuit  judges  than  belbra. 

QtutUon.  How  many  Judicial  circuits  had  you  before  the  war  t 

Amtwer,  I  do  not  remember. 

QmiHon,  How  many  have  you  now? 

Answer,  I  could  not  tell  that  unless  I  turned  to  our  statutes. 

Question,  Do  you  think  the  number  has  increased  t 

Anstcer.  €>,  largely :  increased  in  salary,  too. 

Question,  Has  not  tne  business  of  the  courts  greatly  increased? 

Jnmoet,  I  think  greatly  diminished. 

QuestUm,  Are  not  your  terms  of  court  occupied  to  the  last  day,  generally,  with  busi- 
ness f 

Answer,  I  know  some  courts  get  through  in  a  very  few  days. 

Question,  Passing  from  the  judiciary  to  the  officers  of  the  State,  is  there  any  multi- 
plication in  offices  there  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.  There  are  these  school  commissioners;  I  do  not  remember  how 
many  unless  I  turn  to  the  statute. 

Question,  Had  you  any  common-school  system  before  the  wart 

Answer,  No,  sir;  we  had  a  sixteenth-section  fund. 

Question.  Where  the  proceeds  of  the  sale  of  the  sixteenth  section  was  distributed 
among  the  inhabitants  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  it  went  to  the  education  of  the  children  of  the  residents. 

Qmestkm,  And  the  inhabitants  of  the  township  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    That  cost  nobody  anything.    That  was  a  gratuity. 

Question,  Did  your  constitution,  adopted  on  uie  15th  of  May,  1868,  establish  a  com- 
mon-school ftind|  and  provide  for  a  system  of  common-school  education  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir. 

Question,  That,  of  course,  created  the  necessity  for  the  appointment  of  officers  to 
idminister  that  system  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  a  great  many  officers.  Every  county  has  an  increase  of  officers.  I 
lo  not  know  their  salaries. 

Question,  Each  conn'tv  has  a  superintendent  f 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  and  its  supervisors  in  some  way.  There  are  some  four  or  five  con- 
lected  with  it. 

Question,  In  the  board  of  supervisors  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  what  they  call  it.  I  notice  Judges  Ames,  and  Moore,  and 
[)avi8,  and  Inabinet,  and  Burch  belonging  to  that  boaixL  I  do  not  know  what  they  are 
tolled. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Board  of  directors? 
Answer,  I  do  not  know  what. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Are  they  paid  ? 

Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  they  are  paid,  I  am  informed. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Has  there  been  an  increase  of  fees  ? 

Answer,  I  think  so  of  the  judiciary,  and  I  think  of  the  legislature? 
Qu^Uon,  I  speak  of  the  fees  of  county  officers — treasurer  and  assessor. 
Answer,  Tes,  sir;  all  these  have  been  increased. 
Question,  And  clerks? 

Answer,  Not  clerks.    The  tax  collectors'  pay  has  been  increased,  and  the  jMsessors^ 
as  been  increased.    Mv  impression  is  that  before  the  tax  collector  received  three  per 
eut.,  and  now  he  gets  nve,  I  think. 
Question.  Are  the  fees  of  the  sheriff  increased? 
Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  as  tax  collector. 
Question,  But  the  fees  for  serving  a  process? 
Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  they  are  increased. 
Question,  Are  the  fees  of  justices  of  the  peace  increased? 
Answer,  1  do  not  know  tuat  they  are  increased. 
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Question,  Have  the  salaries  of  the  administrative  officera  mod  jadges  been  increasedf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Has  there  not  been  a  very  great  increase  in  the  price  of  llvla^  of  £wd 
and  clothinff  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Aro  general  family  expenses  very  greatly  increased  t 

Answer,  Considerably  increased.  Oar  expenses  in  living  here  are  mneh  greater  iban 
a  few  years  ago. 

QuesUon.  what  per  cent,  larger  t 

Answer.  I  conld  not  say  really. 

Question,  Double  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  it  was  a  third  more  anyhow,  to  be  within  bounds. 

Question.  Does  not  that  fact  itself  show  that  an  increase  of  salaries  was  neceaowy  f 

Answ^,  1  think  myself  that  some  of  the  salaries  before  were  too  low  for  ih»  preset 
time. 

Question,  What  was  the  salary  of  your  governor  before  the  wart 

Answer,  I  think  it  was  about  f4;000. 

Question.  What  is  it  now  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that.  I  think  it  was  $4,000  before  the  war,  bat  I  do  not 
know  what  it  is  now.  I  have  not  paid  attention  to  it.  We  are  behind  in  get^ng  the 
laws  out. 

By  Mr.  Blaib  :• 

Question.  In  regard  to  raising  the  salaries  of  the  officers  that  they  may  live,  is  that 
very  appropriate,  when  the  means  of  living  to  the  people  have  been  diminisbed  so 
much? 

Answer.  It  makes  it  harder  on  us ;  that  is  so. 

Question,  Is  that  not  a  consideration  which  should  influence  the  estimate  of  salaries 
— the  ktrge  diminution  of  the  wealth  of  the  people  who  have  to  pay  this  taxf 

Answer,  It  is  true,  from  the  destruction  of  property  our  people  have  claimed  that  the 
tax  ought  to  be  lowered  instead  of  raised;  still,  it  costs  au  officer  much  more  to  lire 
than  before,  but  the  people,  feeling  the  burden  of  it,  say,  *' We  ought  to  have  salaries 
diminished  instead  of  raised,  and  the  number  of  officers  should  be  curtailed  ratherthan 
increased.''    That  is  spoken  of  in  public. 

Question,  Have  the  character  and  qualifications  of  the  officers  been  raised  T 

Answer,  1  do  not  think  so,  sir.  I  do  not  think  we  have  any  better  officers  than  V6 
had  before.    We  have  some  good  officers,  and  some  I  do  not  think  are  good. 

By  the  Chaibmak  : 

Question,  Ton  spoke  of  the  destruction  of  property  during  the  war.  Was  tiie  Fedeal 
Army  through  this  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  there  never  was  but  a  very  small  number  of  Federal  troops  entered 
this  county. 

Question,  Did  they  connnit  any  destruction  of  property  t 

Answer,  None  at  all,  I  think,  sir.  J 

Question,  Then  the  destruction  of  which  you  speak  was  not  caused  by  the  Fedenl 
troops  during  the  war  t 

Answer,  It  was  not  caused  by  the  Federal  soldiers  actually,  but  our  own  army  bai 
to  be  fed,  and  our  mules,  cattle,  and  horses  were  taken  to  support  our  own  army;  aat 
was  a  destruction  of  the  property. 

Question,  Ton  speak  now  of  the  confederate  army  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is,  so  far  as  this  county  was  concerned.  There  were  no  Fed^ 
ral  troops  ever  entered  the  bordera  of  our  county,  or  that  ever  attempted  it,  that  I 
know  of.  A  great  deal  of  property  was  taken  by  confederate  troops,  in  the  shape  d 
horses,  mules,  and  com. 

Question,  Did  they  strip  off  everything  T 

Answer,  Yes ;  we  were  reduced  to  absolute  want,  almost,  and  had  not  stock  to  coltt* 
vate  the  land. 

Question,  Do  you  recollect  what  number  of  slaves  were  owned  in  this  county  bezant 
the  war? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  suppose,  myself,  there  were  about  fifteen  thousand.    That  W( 
be  a  rough  guess  I  would  make. 

Question.  What  were  they  valued  o,t  per  capita  on  an  average  T 

Answer,  About  the  commencement  of  the  war  thc^y  were  averaged  at  something  Hki 
a  thousand  dollars,  a  head,  and,  taking  them  by  the  families,  eight  hnudreil  ami 
thousand  doU^,  I  would  say.    About  that  time  they  were  very  high. 

Question,  Was  the  total  valuation  of  the  slaves  in  this  county  greater  than  the  n^ 
ation  of  the  real  estate  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know.    Do  you  mean  by  having  been  valued  by  the  aaaessors, 
my  own  estimate? 
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^  The  Chairman.  I  mean  your  own  estimate. 

"  The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  I  sbonld  think  the  slaves  were  worth  a  good  deal  more  than 
the  real  estate.    I  mav  be  mistaken. 

Question.  How  would  the  value  of  the  slaves,  according  to  your  estimate,  agree  with 
the  sum  total  of  the  personal  and  real  property  in  the  county! 

The  Witness.  You  mean  before  the  war  T 

The  Chairman.  Before  the  war. 

The  Witness.  Well,  sir,  I  looked  upon  it  that  the  wealth  of  the  country  consisted  in 
slaves. 

Quejfion.  You  would  think  that  their  value  would  more  than  amount  to  the  aggre- 
gate of  the  real  and  personal  property  in  the  county  f 

Aii8iccr,  I  think  probably  it  might,  without  Koing  into  a  minute  estimate  of  it. 

QiuHiion.  How  were  the  slaves  taxed  before  the  war — upon  what  principle  f 

Anncer,  They  were  taxed  j^er  capita.    We  did  not  value  our  slaves. 

Question,  What  was  the  tax  j>6r  capitat    Was  it  laid  for  State  and  county  purposes? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  for  State  and  county  both.  The  State  makes  its  assessment,  and 
then  the  county;  so  that  I  think  it  was  about  50  cents. 

Question,  Fifty  cents  per  head  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.    It  may  be  as  high  as  seventy-five. 

Question,  For  State  purposes  f 

AHsiver,  For  State  purposes. 

Question.  That  would  make,  for  that  fifteen  thousand  slaves,  how  much  t 

Answer,  They  did  not  tax  except  within  certain  ages.    That  is  my  impression. 

Questton,  Take  the  year  1860.  What  did  the  per  capita  tax  for  slaves,  for  State  pur- 
poses, amount  tot 

Ansxeei\  I  have  no  idea  on  that  subject. 

Question.  The  county  tax  then,  as  now,  could  not  exceed  the  State  tax  f 

Answer,  It  could  not ;  but  you  might  have  a  special  county  tax  which  m5ght  exceed 
it;  and  they  generally  did  pay  a  hundred  and  fifty  on  it  whenever  there  was  any 
special  matter  to  be  done  ben)re,  and  since  the  war  about  a  hundred  and  fifty  oii  the 
State  tax. 

Qttestion,  What  was  the  special  tax  upon  such  slaves  as  were  subject  to  taxation 
before  the  war  t 

Answer,  It  strikes  me  it  was  from  fifty  to  seventy-five  cents. 

Question,  Then  the  county  tax  is  to  be  added  to  thatt 

Ansicer,  They  always  put  the  county  tax  as  large  as  the  State  tax ;  they  could  not 
go  beyond  that. 

Question.  And  then  added  the  special  tax  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  Our  taxes  are  quite  hijB;h  for  this  court-house,  which  we  did  not 
finish ;  that'  was  in  1861 ;  and  for  the  bnildins  of  the  jail  it  became  quite  high  one  year. 
It  was  this  tax  on  the  slaves  that  made  the  tax  on  tho  land  so  light.  That  was 
the  idea,  to  put  the  tax  on  personal  property — on  everything  except  the  land.  The 
idea  was  to  induce  immigration  by  taxing  land  as  lightly  as  possible. 

QueUion,  How  were  hogs,  cattle,  horses,  &c.,  taxed  f 

Answer,  They  never  were  taxed  at  all. 

Question,  How  about  the  farm  products — com,  cotton,  &c.f 

Answer.  There  was  no  tax  on  them  at  all.    No  account  was  taken  of  them. 

Question,  The  taxation  was  limited  to  the  land  and  the  slaves? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  principally  to  them.  There  were  taxes  upon  merchandise  and  some 
other  things  of  that  kind. 

Qttesiion.  That  brings  me  to  inquire  whether  the  sum  total  raised  for  county  pur- 
l>oses  in  Noxubee  County,  at  this  time,  excluding  the  school-tax,  is  any  higher  than  it 
was  before  the  war  ? 

Answer,  I  should  think  it  was.  I  never  heard  as  much  complaint  about  the  tax  as  I 
have  since  the  war. 

QucsAon,  Do  ^ou  know  how  much  was  raised  for  county  purposes  in  I860  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  no  idea. 

Question,  It  is,  then,  merely  conjecture  upon  your  part? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  more  or  less,  and  from  the  fact  that  my  own  taxes  have  been 
largely  increased  beyond  what  they  formerly  were,  and  what  I  have  heard  people  saj . 

Question,  A  good  deal  of  the  money  raised  by  county  tax  and  special  tax  has  been 
applied  to  building  a  new  jail,  and  building  bridges  through  the  county  since  the  war  ? 

Anfjoer,  Yes,  sir;  this  county  has  had  a  jail  built,  and  we  have  built  a  poor-house 
aud  bridges;  and  everything  at  the  close  of  the  war  in  a  more  or  less  dilapidated  con- 
clitloa 

QuGtion,  I  have  understood,  I  believe,  that  there  have  been  fonrteen  or  fifteen  new 
bridges  built  in  this  county  f 

Anv'cer.  I  think  about  double  as  many  as  ought  to  be.  I  know  they  have  let  bridges 
at  ternble  prices ;  a  great  many  that  people  complain  terribly  about. 

QuatioH.  Were  your  bridges  in  a  dilapidated  condition  at  the  close  of  the  wart 
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Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questioft,  They  required  rebuilding  f 

AfiBiocr,  Yes,  sir ;  some  df  them. 

Question.  You  have  had  many  substantial  ones  built,  and  one  near  this  place f 

Answer.  Yes ;  here  is  a  very  good  one,  and  there  are  several  oth^v,  I  nndentand,  are 
very  good  ones. 

Question.  You  have  an  iron  bridge,  which  I  suppose  cost  $6,000,  or  more  f 

Answer.  It  cost  at  least  that.  I  think  the  abutanents  cost  about  sixteen  of  eighteen 
hundred  dollars  besides. 

Question,  It  is  a  very  substantial,  excellent  brMge,  is  it  nott 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  so.    I  went  down  to  see  it  once,  and  I  thought  so. 

Question.  You  have  built  a  Jail  costing  several  thousand  dollars  f 

Answer.  The  Jail  was  let  at  |15^000,  and  by  some  defect  in  building,  or  from  some 
cause,  the  board  of  police  have  refused  to  pay  anything  fbr  it.  and  have  not  paid  a  d^- 
lar.  I  have  pending  now  three  or  four  cases  of  mandafnua  agamst  the  officers  of  oor  cir- 
cult  court  to  pay  tor  that  bridge.    They  have  paid  nothing. 

Question.  Did  you  stand  in  need  of  a  new  Jailf 

Answer.  Very  much,  sir. 

Question.  Your  court-house  was  built,  or,  at  least,  the  walls  were  put  up  before  tlie 
wart 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  will  require  considerable  mone^  to  finish  it  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  they  have  spent  considerable  money  on  it  in  two  yeare  past. 
There  was  nothing  at  the  close  of  the  war  but  the  walls  standing.  They  fixed  up  the 
clerk's  rooms. 

Question.  Have  not  these  improvements  and  repairs,  that  I  have  eunmerstedy  been 
judicious  expenditures  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  complaint  about  the  court-house  was  of  the  estimate  made.  I 
have  heard  several  speaking  of  it ;  some  of  them  workmen.  They  say  that  the  iail  ought 
not  to  have  cost  more  than  six  or  eight  thousand  dollars ;  that  is,  a  man  wouU  have  got 
a  pretty  good  profit  at  that.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  so.  There  was  great  com- 
plaint about  its  being  bid  off  at  fl5,000,  and  that  it  was  an  outrage  for  a  jail  of  that 
magnitude. 

Qu^tion.  There  was  public  competition  f 

Answer.  1  think  so. 

Question.  It  was  let  to  the  lowest  bidder  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  no  doubt  about  that. 

Question.  It  is  a  very  fine,  substantial  structure  f 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  grand  jury  has  reported  it  no  jail  at  all,  and  that  is  one  reason 
'they  will  not  pay  for  it.  It  was  to  be  built  with  cement — hard.  There  have  been  one 
or  two  persons  have  picked  out  of  it :  got  out  under  the  windows :'  just  taken  ottf  Um 
bncks. 

Question.  Is  it  a  complaint  that  it  is  not  built  according  to  contract  t 

Answer.  That  is  the  complaint.  I  am  not  a  workman,  and  of  course  do  not  Inow. 
I  do  not  know  what  to  say  about  it,  because  I  am  the  attorney  for  the  contractors  in 
that  case.  g 

Question.  If  any  of  these  improvements  that  have  been  made  in  your  count/  of  a 
public  character  are  not  Judicious,  or  not  necessary,  I  would  be  glad  for  you  tc  state 
them. 

Answer.  I  could  not,  because  I  do  not  know.  I  have  just  heard  the  general  rcmofK 
I  could  not  tell  about  them  unless  I  go  up  and  down  the  road,  and  my  course  is  kvdlj 
ever  out  of  sight  of  the  town.  I  did  not  see  or  know  any  of  them.  I  have  notheaid 
mu«h  about  contractors  not  complying  with  contracts,  except  in  reference  to  tb5  jaiL 

Question.  Leaving  out  of  view  entirely  the  tax  which  was  levied  on  the  slaves,  aad 
leaving  out  of  view  the  school-tax,  does  a  given  tract  of  land  pay  any  higher  tA:  now 
than  it  did  before  the  war  f 

Answef\  A  great  deal  more.  I  have  no  doubt  about  that.  I  have  some  land  nysdl^ 
and  I  know  that  the  tax  upon  my  land  is  much  higher.  It  is  a  good  deal  owing  tahow 
they  are  given  in.  In  giving  in  taxes  there  is  a  great  difference.  You  would  ne  is 
your  property,  perhaps,  at  $10  an  acre,  and  your  next-door  neighbor,  who  ImS  «qua2 
land,  might  give  in  his  at  |5  an  acre. 

Qtiestion.  Does  not  your  assessor  value  the  land  f 

Answer.  No ;  it  is  given  in  in  that  way,  under  oath,  and  then  he  reports  it  t*  &e 
supervisors,  and  the  supervisors  then  have  a  time  appointed  in  which  they  oorreit  all 
these  things,  and  raise  or  lower  it  as  they  think  right. 

Question.  They  act  as  an  equalizing  board  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  They  are  not  bound  by  the  valuation  of  the  owner! 

Anstccr.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Nor  the  valuation  of  the  assessor  ! 
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• 

Answer,  No,  sir.  The  board  ami  tbe  people  have  been  disposed  to  value  land  toler- 
ably^low.  I  do  not  know  what  would  be  the  value  of  the  land  in  this  county,  but  1  do 
not  think  I  have  seen  a  particle  of  land  fi^ven  in  at  over  |10  an  acre,  and  much  given  in 
at|l. 

QuestUm.  What  is  the  average  value  of  land  by  the  assessment  in  this  county  now  f 

Anstccr.  1  have  made  no  estimate  and  have  no  idea,  though  I  Aould  not  think  it 
would  be  over  $5  an  acre.    That  is  a  mere  guess,  however. 

Question.  Before  the  war  what  was  its  average  value  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  the  average  value  of  the  uuid  in  the  county  before  the  war  would 
have  been  somewhere  between  eight  and  ten  dollars  an  acre. 

Question.  More  than  double  what  it  is  now  f 

Answer.  1  reckon  it  was. 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  it  was  worth  more  than  double.  Was  it  worth  three  times 
as  much  before  the  war  f  « 

Answer.  My  remark  was  about  those  lands  that  would  sell  then  for  forty  or  fifty  dol- 
lars and  would  not  bring  fifteen  now.  Land  that  would  sell  before  the  war  as  high  as 
forty  or  fifty  dollars,  if  sold  now  would  only  bring  from  fifteen  to  twenty-five  dollars. 
Verv  little  goes  as  high  as  |25.  I  do  not  know  of  sales,  unless  there  was  a  crop  on  the 
land,  that  the  land  brou^t  $25. 

Question.  Then  there  is  a  depreciation  of  at  least  one-half  in  the  valuation  of  the 
Umdf 

Anstccr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  what  cause  do  you  ascribe  the  depreciation  of  lands  f  Are  they  not  as 
fertile  as  over,  and  are  not  the  honses  and  fences  the  same  f 

Answer.  It  is  more  on  account  of  our  system  of  labor.  We  have  a  system  here  now 
that  would  destroy  any  country  in  the  world.  That  is  this  partnership  labor  sys- ' 
tem.  Ton  have  a  fine  plantation,  suppose,  and  its  timber  is  remarkably  scarce.  * ' 
These  prairie  places  I'equire  a  great  deal  of  ditching  and  require  fencing  a  good  deal, 
and  labor  outside  of  the  cultivating  of  the  crop  and  the  gathering  of  the  crop.  Under 
our  system  of  labor  you  cannot  jjpet  a  rail  put  on  a  fence  or  any  ditching  done,  because 
the  former  agrees  to  give  one-third  or  one-half  of  the  crop,  and  just  as  the  time  comes 
for  preparing  the  land  for  the  next  year's  crop,  yon  find  that  you  cannot  get  a  lick 
done,  because  the  tenants  say,  "  We  don't  care.  We  don't  expect  to  work  it  for  another 
crop,  and  it  is  not  for  us  to  keep  the  plantation  np.  Somebody  else  will  have  the  next 
crop."  That  has  been  so  apparent  nere  that  there  is  now  a  great  effort  to  reduce  to 
money  wages. 

Question.  The  fences  and  houses  were  kept  up  during  the  war  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  pretty  fairly. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  State  tax  of  1869  as  having  been  one-tenth  of  one  per 
cent,  f 

Answer.  That  was  m^  understanding. 

Question.  What  was  it  in  1860,  or  in  the  year  before  the  wart 

Answer.  My  impression  is  that  that  is  about  the  usual  amount,  but  I  cannot  defi- 
nitely answer  you  without  taming  to  our  acts.     In  time  I  could  g^et  it  precisely. 

Question.  What  was  the  occasion  of  raising  the  State  tax  from  one-tenth  to  one-half 
of  one  per  cent,  in  1870  f 

Answer.  I  snppose  it  was  in  view  of  the  expenditures  of  the  State  government. 

Question.  Were  there  any  debts  of  the  State  government  to  pay  off! 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  that  tbero  was. 

Question.  Yon  are  not  acquainted  with  the  financial  condition  of  the  State  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  suppose,  as  we  had  been  operating  under  the  confederacy,  that 
there  was  nothing  but  confederate  debts  to  close  out.  i  have  very  little  infonnation, 
however,  about  the  financial  condition  of  the  Stat>e.  I  nsed  to  understand  something 
about  it,  being  a  member  of  the  legislature,  but  for  years  I  have  paid  no  attention  to 
anything  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Are  your  school-houses  built  and  paid  for  out  of  the  school  fhnd  that  is 
raised  by  taxation  t 

Answer.  1  do  not  know,  sir.  All  the  infonnation  I  have  on  that  subject  is  derived 
from  the  fact  that  I  went  in  to  where  these  gentlemen,  who  control  th(7  school  fund  of 
the  county,  were  sitting  on  Saturday.  I  learned  that  they  were  discussing  the  propri- 
ety of  building  school-houses  out  of  the  tax  fond.  That  seemed  to  be  the  bone  of  con- 
tention. Whether  they  have  already  buUt  any  I  do  not  know.  liF  they  have,  I  do  not 
know  it ;  but  1  know  my  partner  was  called  in  to  advise  with  the  board  in  regard  to 
what  he  thought  of  the  propriety  of  building  school-houses  over  the  county  out  of  the 
public  funds,  or  whether  it  was  better  to  devote  the  whole  to  the  education  of  the 
children  and  require  the  inhabitants  to  build  their  own  school-houses.  I  understand 
tba#  the  commissioners — I  believe  that  is  what  they  call  them — were  divided  npon  this 
subject. 

Question.  Have  there  been  any  school-houses  built  f 


538         CONDITION   OF  AFFAIRS  IN   THE   SOUTHERN  STATES. 

Answer.  I  ha^e  heardof  none ;  that  is,  of  Bone  built  by  the  school  fond.  They  xnay 
have  built  them.    I  do  not  know. 

Question.  How  are  the  children — white  and  colored— schooled,  if  yon  have  no  sehool- 
hoQses  scattered  through  the  couaty  ? 

Answer,  1  have  no  doubt  they  have  school-houses.  There  are  these  sixteenth-section 
school-houses.'  There  were  school-houses  at  the  surrender  in  various  portions  of  the 
county,  and  I  haye  no  doubt  that  they  have  built  school-houses.  The  idea  was  for  the 
black  people  to  buUd  their  own  school-houses  and  the  white  people  to  build  Uieirs, 
and  let  each  have  them  separate ;  lot  them  be  built  by  the  i>rivate  means  of  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  then  take  the  school  fund  and  distribute  that  in  the  payment  of  teachers. 
That  appeared  to  be  the  idea. 

Question,  Applying  the  school  fund  exclusively  to  the  education  of  the  children  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  the  idea  I  gathered  from  the  discussion. 

Question,  You  do  not  know  whether  the  law  authorizes  the  school  commissioners  to 
build  school-houses  out  of  this  common-school  fund  or  notf 

Answer,  I  do  not ;  but  I  supiM)se  that  it  does.  From  the  manner  in  which  they  were 
discussing  the  question,  they  seemed  to  raise  no  question  on  that  subject,  and  they 
were  intelligent  men — at  least  some  of  them  were. 

Question,  What  is  the  value  of  this  plantation  of  one  thousand  or  eleven  hundred 
acres,  owned  by  your  Alabama  friend,  upou  which  you  pay  the  taxes  T 

Answer,  We  ^ave  it  in  at  $10  an  acre  j  just  what  the  whole  neighborhood  were  giving 
land  in  at.    It  is  a  good  plantation ;  an  excellent  one. 

Question,  Then  it  would  be  worth  ten  or  eleven  thousand  dollars. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  that  is  what  it  is  valued  at  exactly. 

Question,  Do  you  resard  $264  tax  upon  a  body  of  land  of  that  sort  as  extraordinary 
or  excessive  taxation  f 

Answer.  It  is  tolerably  high  to  what  it  used  to  be. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  It  is  one-half  of  the  rent  ? 

Answer,  It  is  nearly  half.  It  is  in  bad  condition,  and  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I 
could  rent  it  out. 

By  the  Chairman: 

<iuestimu  This  is  good  cotton  land  f 

Answer,  I  should  think  so,  from  its  location. 

Question,  How  much  of  it  is  susceptible  of  cultivation  f 

Answer,  I  suppose  there  must  be  from  three  to  five  hundred  acres.  There  may  be 
more  than  that.  It  is  out  in  that  prairie  country  where  they  have  a  sreat  deal  of  cul- 
tivated land.  This  was  regarded  as  an  admirable  plantation  before  tne  war,  but  they 
tell  me  it  has  gone  down  very  much.  There  are  no  fences,  no  ditching,  and  I  rented  it 
for  what  I  could  get.    I  think  last  year  I  rented  it  for  $800. 

Question,  What  do  ^our  cotton  lands  produce  per  acre  of  seed  cotton  f 

Answer,  It  varies  with  different  neighborboods,  and  it  is  impossible  to  tell ;  but  I 
should  think  that  five  hundred  to  six  hundred  pounds  of  cotton  would  be  an  average. 

Question,  Seed  cotton  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  not  more  than  six  hundred  pounds.  I  am  no  farmer,  and  I  am 
guessing  now ;  but  I  know  some  farms  that  are  thought  admirable  if  they  raise  as 
much  as  a  thousand.    It  is  a  fine  yield. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  That  is  about  three  acres  to  the  bale  f 

Answer,  It  will  take  at  least  three  acres  to  the  bale.  A  right  good  crop-year  might 
make  more  than  that.    I  think  the  county  would  do  very  well  getting  one  in  three. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  A  bale  of  cotton  has  been  worth  for  the  last  two  years  how  much ;  a  hun- 
dred dollars  * 

Answer,  Not  so  much.    The  last  I  sold  was  eighty.     Still  there  was,  some  time  ago, 
that  it  sold  for  thirty-five  or  forty  cents. 
^  QuesUon,  But  for  the  last  few  years  would  it  not  averaf^e  a  hundred  dollars  a  baleT 

Answer.  1  held  up  mine,  and  did  not  get  hardly  anything  for  it.  I  had  a  hundred 
bales  or  more  of  cotton.  The  cotton,  I  think,  this  year  brought  me  about  $80  to  the 
bale.  Last  year  it  did  not  bring  so  much  ;  but  if  I  had  sold  at  one  time,  when  I  ought 
to  have  sold,  it  would  have  brought  a  hundred  dollars. 

Question.  That  would  make  the  land  bring  about  $25  to  the  acre  when  cultivated  in 
cotton  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  will  do  that,  I  suppose ;  that  is,  on  a  good  fi&rm  ;  but  it  must  be 
a  good  farm.  The  furm  I  speak  of  as  raising  this  cotton  is  perhaps  one  of  the  best 
farms  in  the  country.    I  control  it  as  an  executor. 
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Question,  Did  not  your  common-school  Bystom,  extending  the  beuflfite  of  edacation 
to  the  colored  children,  meet  with  very  ^at  opposition  i!i  Uiii  State  f 

Anstoer,  1  do  not  know  that  it  did.    There  was  soiae  opposition  to  H  at  the  time. 

Question,  Is  there  no  prejudice  at  thia  time  against  colored  schools  ? 

Awmtmr.  X  bftfe  hestd  of  none  in  this  section  of  country.    There  may  he. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  prejudice  against  teachers  of  colored  schools ;  have 
they  been  mobbea  or  driven  ofi^  and  the  schools  broken  up  t 

Answer,  A  common  school,  I  have  heard,  was  burned  up  at  Derricut,  up  in  the  upper 
portion  of  the  country.  At  Mnshulaville  a  school-house  was  burned  there.  Mixed  up 
with  this  Ku-Klux  case.  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  talk  of  such  things  in  Wins- 
ton  County. 

Question,  Yon  have  heard  that  there  was  opposition  in  Winston  County  to  colored 
schools  T 

Answer.  Yes^  sir ;  not  to  colored  schools  but  public  schools,  because  they  had  a  large 
white  population. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  special  opposition  to  the  teachers  of  colored 
schools  f 

Answer.  I  cannot  say  that  I  did.  I  may  have  heard  some  remarks  made  about  them, 
but  I  cannot  say  who  or  what. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  white  people  of  this  country  have  become  thoroughly 
reconciled  to  colored  suffrage  f 

Answer.  They  have  just  come  to  the  conclusion  to  submit  to  it  as  a  fixed  fact;  but 
they  would  oppose  it  if  they  could.    That  would  be  the  feeling  of  the  wliite  people. 

Question.  They  have  not  accepted  the  "  new  departure  "  very  heaitilv  ? 

Answer.  Not  very  heartily.  I  do  not  think  that  the  "  new  departure  "takes  very  well 
here,  though  they  seem  to^acquiesco  in  tbis  as  a  fixed  fact,  and  that  is  all  they  can  do. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Peter  Gregory,  killed,  or  have  you  men- 
tioned his  case  f 

Ansxcer.  I  never  have  heard  of  him.  Do  you  know  in  what  part  of  Ihe  county  he 
was  f  I  have  heard  of  some  persons  being  killed,  but  either  did  not  hear  the  names  or 
have  forgotten  tliem.  If  there  was  such  a  man  as  Peter  Gregory  in  the  county  I  do 
not  know  it.    What  time  do  you  put  it  f    I  know  there  were  persons  killed  here. 

The  Chairman.  It  was  above  MushulaviUo. 

The  Witness.  I  never  heard  of  it  by  that  name. 

Question,  He  was  killed  abont  a  month  aso  f 

Anewer,  I  recollect  of  hearing  of  it  since  1  got  back.  I  have  not  been  back  from  the 
North  but  a  short  time.  I  did  not  hear  the  circumstances  connected  with  that  except 
that  a  colored  man  was  killed  up  near  MushulaviUe  while  I  was  gone.  I  never  heard 
the  name. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Lydia  Anderson,  a  colored  woman  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  She  lived  on  Mr.  Bichards's  place,  and  was  whipped. 

Answer.  I  merely  heard  the  fact  mentioned  within  the  last  twenty-four  hours,  by  a 

gentleman,  a  merchant  in  MushulaviUe,  not  far  from  Mr.  Richards's  x>lace ;  but  he  says 
e  never  heard  of  such  a  thing  before.    That  is  all  I  heard  of  it. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  this  case  as  having  been  given  in  evidence  before  the 
committee  ?  ^ 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  how  it  was.    I  heard  it  spoken  of  in  some  way. 

Mr.  Blaik.  You  heard  me  speak  of  it,  probably.    I  spoke  of  it. 

The  Witness.  Very  likely.  It  may  be  that  that  was  the  way  I  got  it,  and  having  heard 
something  of  it.  Old  Anckrsou  was  a  very  particular  friend  of  mine,  a  very  feeble  old 
gentleman,  and  I  felt  siome  interest  in  it  wnen  it  was  mentioned,  to  see  whether  he 
was  connected  with  it  in  any  way.  I  asked  Mr.  Uuckaby,  and  he  said  he  had  not  heard 
anything  about  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hoar  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Eoitt,  a  colored  man,  said  t« 
have  been  killed? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  know  nothing  about  that  case.  I  may  have  heard  of  the  man 
but  I  do  not  know  him  by  that  name. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  cases  of  Eoben  Coleman  and  George  Gladney, 
said  to  have  been  whipped  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  McMillan,  who  was  shot  at? 

Answer.  No,  sir.  These  cases  must  have  been  in  Winston.  I  would  have  heard  them 
if  they  had  occurred  in  my  county,  but  I  do  not  practice  in  that  county.  Here  I 
am  mixed  up  in  such  cases. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  the  case  of  Allen  Bird,  who  was  killed  in  jail  in 
Louisville,  Winston  County  t 

Anstccr.  No,  sir.    Is  it  said  that  he  was  killed  in  the  jail  f 
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The  Chairman.  Yes,  sir ;  murdered  in  jail. 

The  WiTNKSS.  I  ought  to  have  heard  of  a  thing  of  that  kind,  bat  if  I  hare  heard  of 
it  I  haTo  forgotten. 

Qu€8Uon.  Have  yon  heard  of  a  killing  of  a  colored  man  at  or  near  Webster,  not  long 
since  t 

Answer.  No,  sir.  I  heard  of  one  having  been  killed  there,  three  or  fonr  years  ago, 
but  rot  recently.    I  think  he  was  a  blaclumith,  probably. 

Queetunt.  Have  yon  heard  of  the  case  of  Samuel  May,  who  was  killed  near  Cooks 
Tille,  in  this  county  f 

Answer.  Sam.  May  ws^  not  killed  at  CooksviUe.  He  was  coming  on  to  town.  Sam. 
May  lived  in  the  direction  of  Brooksville. 

Qneetiim.  Yon  referred  to  that  cose  in  yonr  exaraination-in-ehief  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  Just  heard  of  it.  It  was,  as  I  beard  it,  nearer  here  than  Brooks- 
ville. He  lived  here.  He  had  been  out  to  his  wife's  house,  or  where  she  lived,  and 
was  coming  back  t<o  town.  They  had  somewhat  of  a  trial  about  it  down  here,  and 
some  persons  were  arrested.    I  got  my  information  in  that  way. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  heard  that  any  of  these  whippings  and  murders  were  committed 
by  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  they  were  in  disguise. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  instance  in  this  county  of  men  prowling  throngh 
the  county  in  disguise,  at  night,  in  bodies  T 

AnsvsfT.  I  have  neard  people  talk  aliout  it ;  yes,  sir. 

QuestUm,  Whafhave  you  heard  said  in  relation  to  it  ? 

Answer.  I  cannot  tell  you  what  I  have  heard.  There  have  been  so  many  rumors  in 
regard  to  it.  Sometimes  they  ore  mentioned  in  jest ;  sometimes,  I  suppose,  in  earnest, 
talking  about  the  peculiarities  of  their  dross,  their  horses,  their  having  white  clotiies 
and  coverings  on,  and  things  of  the  sort. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  converse  with  any  person  who  had  seen  them  f 

Answer.  I  never  met  a  person  who  would  say  he  ha<l  seen  any  of  them. 

Question.  Does  it  seem  to  be  generally  understood  that  bands  of  such  men  have  been 
sdbn  in  this  county  t 

Answer.  There  is  a  difTerenCe  of  opinion  about  that.  A  great  many  x>6ople  think 
there  are  no  organized  bauds  of  what  are  called  Ku-KInx,  or  anything  of  the  sort,  and 
at  the  same  time  ihero  is  an  impression  that  there  have  been  some  depredations  com- 
mitted by  people  in  disguise,  such  as  going  to  houses,  whipping  negroes,  or  something 
of  the  sort.    That  seems  to  be  the  idea. 

Question.  Is  it  understood  that  a  great  many  of  the  outrages  yon  have  referred  to 
have  been  committed  by  people  who  have  availed  themselves  of  the  night  and  of  dis- 
guises to  escape  detection  f 

Answer.  A  great  many  of  these  things  have  been  done  in  the  night,  but  as  to  the  dis- 
guise I  cannot  say.  I  recollect,  now,  a  case.  I  get  that  from  being  present  at  the 
examining  court,  and  hearing  some  ne^o  woman  state  that  she  did  not  know  them,  but 
thought  she  knew  the  voice  of  one,  and  that  they  were  all  in  disguise ;  that  there  were 
several  of  them,  and  that  they  were  on  horses,  and  that  they  were  in  disguise.  I  have 
heard  again  of  some  going  by  certain  houses,  as  persons  said,  and  they  said  they  saw 
men  in  disguise.  There  have  been  such  a  variety  of  rumors  that  I  have  paid  but  very 
little  attention  to  it.    I  have  heard  of  it,  however. 

Question.  Down  to  how  late  a  period  have  the  rumors  of  these  outroj^  run  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  think  I  have  heard  any  spoken  of  later  than  this  man  up  here, 
whom  I  mentioned.  Who  that  was  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber of  hearing  of  any  disguised  persons  in  this  county  for  some  time. 

Question.  How  many  months  f 

Ans%vor.  Seems  to  me  several  months.  I  know  the  good  people  of  the  country  think 
there  are  things  of  that  kind,  and  we  have  all  tried  to  allay  any  feeling  of  the  sort. 
The  better  portion  of  the  community  have  done  so  if  there  has  been  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  have  approached  several  and  asked  if  there  was  any  such  thing  in  the  neigh- 
borhood where  tney  live,  and  they  always  deny  it.  My  advice  always  has  been  this: 
we  are  the  men  to  suppress  these  things  ourselves. 

Question.  You  approached  the  white  men  yourself  upon  this  subject  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

QuesHon.  Have  you  conversed  with  the  negroes  extensively  on  the  subject? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  except  where  I  have  been  employed  by  them.  I  have  been  em- 
ployed by  the  negro  population  here  a  great  deal  in  lighting  their  little  matters.  I  am 
satisfied  that  the  better  portion  of  the  community  do  not  approve  of  anything  of  the 
sort.  I  have  not  heard  of  an^  disguised  persons  in  this  county,  and  I  have  no  idea 
that  there  have  been  any  disguised  persons  for  some  time  in  our  county. 

Question.  Have  you  known  a  case  where  a  man  connected  with  these  dlisgoised  men 
in  the  commission  of  any  outrage  has  been  detected  and  punished  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir ;  no  person  has  ever  been  discovered  in  disguise  in  our  connty  that  I 

now  of,  except  a  little  occurrence  that  took  place  over  here,  and  which  turned  out  to 
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be  all  foolishness.  Two  negro  boys  pat  on  spme  clothes  th&t  were  nnneual,  and  went 
to  a  negro  ohurch  over  heiOi  and  ran  into  the  crowd  and  scared  the  women  out.  They 
had  them  bound  over  to  court,  but  it  was  only  a  matter  of  fan.  It  was  what  they  call 
their  Christmas  jack.    That  is  the  only  case  of  disguised  men  arrested,  that  I  know  of. 

Que$Uon,  What  effort  has  been  made  to  break  up  these  disguised  bands  f 

Annmr,  Wherever  such  a  thing  has  occurred  there  has  been  a  great  deal  of  activity 
by  the  officers  to  detect  them,  if  possible. 

Question.  Where  is  the  practical  difficulty  in  finding  the  perpetrators  and  bringing 
them  to  justice  t 

Answer.  It  seems  to  be  done  in  such  a  way  that  no  person  knows  how  it  is  done.  My 
own  theoiy  has  been  thtS :  we  are  living  here  apon  the  border ;  t^iere  are  depredations 
committed  here  and  in  Alabama,  and  I  think  those  committed  here  are  mostly  com- 
mitted by  persons  who  are  not  natives  of  this  part  oi  the  country. 

Question.  You  think  they  come  over  the  line? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  they  are  all  strangers. 

Question.  What  motive  would  have  led  them  to  come  from  Alabama  to  correct  griev- 
ances in  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi  t 

Anmoer.  Well,  they  live  near  the  line.  I  cannot  see  well  what  motive  actnated  them 
to  do  these  things,  but,  if  they  are  lawless  men,  there  is  no  accounting  for  what  law- 
less men  will  do.  Whether  there  has  been  any  organization  here  ^ere  they  went 
from  one  place  to  another,  I  do  not  know.  It  may  be  they  go  from  here  to  other  coun- 
ties, and  that  others  come  to  this  county.  In  these  oases,  where  parties  have  been  ar- 
rested and  put  upon  their  trial,  and  witnesses  introduced,  I  know  in  one  or  two  cases 
they  have  spoken  of  disguised  persons,  but  the  witnesses  have  never  been  able  to  iden- 
tify the  persons— neither  the  colored  race  nor  the  white  people  concerned  could  tell  a 
single  individual. 

^i^^tioin.  Have  you  not  often  heard  it  alleged  that  these  clans  or  bands  of  dis^ised 
men  interchanged  work  with  one  another  to  avoid  detection  f  as,  for  illustration,  it 
there  is  a  grievance,  or  an  imaginary  grievance,  to  be  redressed  in  this  county,  some 
band  will  come  over  from  Alabama  to  att^id  to  it  t 

Answer.  I  stated  that  that  was  rather  my  theory  of  the  thine.  I  have  heard  such  things 
mentioned ;  but  I  cannot  see  why  it  is  that  there  are  none  detected,  if  the  persons  are 
known  in  the  community,  where  they  could  pass  into  the  middle  of  the  county  and 
pass  out,  and  the  colored  race  an<^  the  white  race,  that  are  disposed  to  be  orderly,  can- 
not tell  them.  I  do  not  believe  the  men  are  Imown.  That  has  driven  mo  to  the  idea 
that  they  are  from  abroad. 

Question.  Is  that  the  generally  accepted  theory  f 

Answer.  1  cannot  say  that  it  is.  I  have  heard  it  spoken  of;  for  instance,  when  a  diffi- 
culty would  occur  of  that  sort,  and  we  could  not  trace  it,  it  would  be  suggested  that 
that  was  the  cause  of  it.  I  was  at  Kemper  court  a  long  time  ago,  and  they  came  into 
town  a  day  or  two  before  I  got  there — not  in  disguise— some  twenty  or  thirty  of  them. 
They  were  armed  and  went  to  the  drinkins-shops,  and  went  out  and  were  tcaced  nearly 
to  the  Alabama  line. 

Question.  Were  they  strangers  to  the  county  f 

Ausvjer.  They  were  supposed  to  be  so.  They  had  no  disguise  on,  and  nobody  knew 
them. 

Question.  1  would  be  glad  to  have  your  theory  of  what  the  purposes  of  snch  an  or- 
ganization, if  one  exists,  is.  What  class  of  diseases  in  the  body-politio  do  they  under- 
take to  cure  f 

Answer.  I  am  at  a  loss,  if  there  is  such  an  organisation,  to  know  what  they  aim  to 
accomplish  by  it.  If  there  is  snch  an  organization,  evideoitly  ihey  are  doing  us  more 
harm  than  good  ,*  there  is  no  question  about  that.  What  their  leading  object  can  be 
I  cannot  iniagine.  It  has  been  a  theory  here,  or  was  at  first,  that  thisoiganization  was 
for  a  Tcry  good  purpose :  that  good  men  were  in  it :  that  it  was  merely  to  keep  order 
throughout  the  community.  We  were  then  somewhat  under  a  military  rule,  but  there 
were  no  troo^  for  protection.  That  all  went  down.  Some  suj^iose  there  were  still 
remnants  of  it  that  got  into  bad  hands,  but  I  never  could  account  for  it. 

Question.  You  think  there  is  no  connection  between  the  discontent  of  your  people 
with  what  is  called  excessive  taxation,  and  the  outrages  of  different  kinds  which  have 
been  committed  upon  the  negroes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be,  unless  it  is  just  the  feeling  of  restlessness 
under  heavy  taxation ;  I  do  not  see  how  that  could  be  connected  with  it. 

Question.  Why  would  that  lead  these  lawless  men  to  inflict  acts  of  violence  upon  in- 
oflensive  negroes  t 

Amswer.  It  has  nothing  in  the  world  to  do  with  it  unless  it  would  be  just  a  kind  ot 
restless,  unhappy  disposition.  I  cannot  see  how  that  could  connect  itself  with  any 
enmity  to  the  negro. 

Question.  The  only  possible  connection  would  be  the  increase  of  taxation  in  conse- 
qaence  of  the  maintenance  of  colored  schools  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  that  any  of  these  depredations  are  committed  on  account  ^'^ 
the  taxation. 
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QueaiUm,  Is  it  not  sapposed  that  these  pnniBbments  have  been  iDflicted  by  these  law- 
less men  upon  the  blacks  becanse  of  the  fact  that  they  have  been  elevated  to  political 
and  civil  equality  with  the  whites  f 

Answer,  I  cannot  say,  sir,  that  it  is.  I  do  not  know.  I  cannot  tell ;  I  do  not  know 
what  is  in  the  breasts  of  these  lawless  men.  I  can  speak  very  well  of  what  is  the  feel- 
ing toward  the  black  men  of  what  I  call  the  good  people  of  the  country,  who  ore  in 
a  very  large  majority,  but  as  to  the  actuating  motives  of  that  class  of  mon  who  com- 
mit depredations  upon  the  black  people  I  cannot  conceive  what  they  are. 

Question.  The  two  races  get  along  very  harmoniously  t 

Answer.  Very  harmoniously,  as  a  general  thing. 

Question.  They  consider  themselves  mutually  dependent  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  The  very  men  who  formerly  owned  the  slaves  are  the  people  in 
whom  the  colored  people  have  the  most  confidence. 

Question,  Generally  speaking,  have  not  the  colored  people  behaved  very  well  f 

Answer,  They  have  generally,  I  think,  behaved  very  civilly  and  well.  *There  is  some 
complaint  about  their  not  laboring — about  a  disposition  not  to  work. 

Question.  But  in  point  of  fact,  has  not  the  product  of  your  cotton-fields  in  Noxubee 
County  been  as  great  since  the  war  as  before  the  war— or,  at  least,  for  the  last  two  or 
^ree  years  f 

Answer.  1  think  not ;  I  8Ui>x>ose  not  half.    A  great  deal  of  land  is  idle  in  our  county. 

Question,  1  make  the  inquiry  because  I  heard  the  statement  of  an  intelligent  gentle- 
man that  the  yield  of  cotton  for  this  county  was  as  great  for  the  last  year  as  any  former 
year. 

Answer,  1  cannot  say.    I  judge  by  the  amount  of  land  lying  out. 

Question.  Some  of  the  negroes  are  acquiring  property  f 

Anstoer.  Some  are  doing  well ;  some  are  very  good  citizens. 

Question.  Some  are  becoming  freeholders  f 

Answer,  Some  are  becoming  freeholders,  and  behaving  admirably  well,  and  acquir- 
ing property  fast. 

Question.  Is  there  any  prejudice  on  the  part  of  the  white  people  against  the  negroes 
acquiring  a  foothold,  or  acquiring  in  their  own  right  lands  in  the  county  f 

Ansu)er.  A  few  years  ago  that  was  the  case ;  but  I  believe  it  is  just  the  reverse  now. 
I  l)elieve  every  good  citizen  here  is  glad  when  he  sees  the  colored  men  accumulating 
and  getting  along,  because  they  become  much  better  citizens. 

Question.  At  the  same  time  is  it  not  lessening  the  body  of  laborers  upon  whom  the 
planters  rely  to  cultivate  their  landf 

Answer.  Well,  there  is  plenty  of  labor  here — as  much  as  we  can  control.  Farmers 
have  curtailed  their  farms,  and  are  renting  them  out.  You  would  be  astonished  at  the 
number  of  farms  now  rented  to  colored  men. 

Question.  If  there  was  such  a  plenty  of  laborers  here,  why  is  it  that  so  many  cotton- 
fields  are  idle  ? 

Answer,  Because  they  do  not  work.  The  female  class  used  to  work  in  former  times. 
They*  do  not  work  in  the  field  now,  where  they  can  get  a  house.  Any  person  traveling 
throngh  the  country  will  see  a  great  deal  of  good  land  lying  out. 

Question.  Was  there  any  depredation  upon  stock  before  the  war? 

Ansioer.  Very  little,  sir.  It  was  rarely  that  you  over  heard  of  any  depredation  upoo 
stock.  Sometimes  there  might  be  some  stock  killed ;  but  that  thing  is  being  stopped. 
I  judge  from  what  appears  in  our  courts  the  depredation  upon  stock  is  being  lessened. 
The  law  is  being  rigidly  enforced,  and  a  great  effort  is  being  made  by  the  courts  ami 
juries  to  make  examples,  and  I  think  it  has  lessened  very  much  within  twelve  months. 

Question.  You  never  have  been  liable  to  much  mule-stealing  and  horse-stealing  t 

Answer.  There  has  been  a  great  deal  of  that. 

Question.  1  suppose  these  depredations  were  committed  chiefly  upon  hogs,  sheep,  and 
poultry  f 

Anstoer.  Of  course  that  is  the  greater  portion  of  it,  so  far  as  they  are  committed 
by  colored  men.  There  have  been  a  great  many  mules  and  horses  stolen ;  but  it  iras 
noL  done  by  the  colored  people  to  a  great  extent ;  and  I  think  it  is  being  lessened 
very  fast. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Have  you  your  pardon  from  President  Johnson  ? 

The  Witness.  I  would  like  to  know  the  object  of  that  question.    Yes,  sir;  I  hare. 

Question,  Have  you  any  other  papers  from  President  Johnson  f 

An»wer.  You  want.  General  Blair,  to  see  this  paper  that  I  have,  and  I  suppose  I  'will 
have  to  show  it  to  you  and  the  orher  gentlemen,  as  you  ask  for  it.  [The  witness  pro- 
duced a  paper,  of  which  the  following  is  a  copy:] 

"Mr.  Hamilton  (Hampton)  L.  Jarnagan, 

'*To  Andrew  Johnson,  Bb. 

"1829. 

"May.    For  making  coat $350 

"  Received  the  above  account  in  full  29th  December,  ^8^. 

"  A.  JOHNSON." 


fl  ■  - 
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By  tbe  Chairman  : 

Question,  I  call  your  attention  to  an  article  published  in  the  Macon  Beacon  on  the 
14th  of  May,  1870,  entitled,  "  Ku-Klux,"  in  order  to  inquire  whether  the  statements 
of  the  editor  are  verified  by  your  observations,  and  whether  your  theory  accords  with 
his.  I  will  prenuBe  by  inquiring  whether  this  was  a  democratic  paper  at  the  time  it 
was  published  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  regarded  as  a  democratic  paper. 

Question,  1  infer  from  your  evidence  that  you  affiliate  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer,  Well,  I  was  an  old-line  whig  myself.  My  record  is  that  of  the  worst  old- 
line  whig  in  the  world— so  much  so  Siat  I  do  not  stand  the  idea  of  being  called  a 
democrat. 

Question.  Do  you  vote  the  conservative  ticket  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  vote  any  ticket.  They  do  not  allow  me  to  vote  since  the  war.  My 
pedigree,  back  to  my  old  uncle  in  your  State,  Senator,  was  whig.  My  brother  was 
Senator  of  the  United  States  from  Tennessee,  and  he  was  a  whig. 

Question,  Are  your  sympathies  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  I  should,  if  I  had  had  a  vote,  have  voted  at  the  last  election  for  Seymour 
and  a  gentleman  over  the  way  somewhere  called  Blair;  but  they  put  me  down  there 
as  belonging  really  to  that  party.  I  am  an  old-line  whig,  and  I  have  my  peculiar 
notions  about  it  vet ;  but  I  never  was  a  secessionist. 

Question,  I  will  read  the  article,  which  is  as  follows : 

*'  KU'Klux. — It  is  generally  believed  in  the  North  that  a  wide-spread  organization 
exists  in  our  midst,  whose  object  is,  by  acts  of  lawless  violence,  to  tiiiwart  the  restora- 
tion of  law  and  order,  and  make  victims  of  all  who  are  inimical  to  their  proceedings. 
Tb«  frequency  of  tihese  secret  mobs,  for  such  they  are,  has  given  color  to  that  supposi- 
tion, and  legislation  has  been  busy  to  counteract  the  evil  tendencies  of  such  iissocia- 
tious.  The  existence  of  a  Ku-Klux  society,  as  understood  there,  we  believe,  is  a  myth, 
and  this  outbreak  of  disconnected  bands,  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  can  be  traced  to 
no  fountain-head,  but  seems  to  be  the  ofi^pring  of  local  causes — wherever  a  few  turbu- 
lent spirits  imagine  they  must  take  the  law  into  their  hands  and  inflict  vengeance  on 
all  who  cross  their  path.  This  spirit  is  much  to  be  deprecated,  and  ought  to  be  sup- 
pressed, but  we  fear  legislation  will  but  aggravate  the  evil.  It  rests  with  the  law- 
abiding  citizens  to  frown  down  the  violentTflans,  who  veil  with  secrecy  the  most  re- 
volting crimes^  and  stain  a  whole  people  with  the  guilt  and  darkness  of  their  transac- 
tions. What  tney  call  executing  the  law  is  simply  assassination,  and  often  aggravated, 
too,  by  orgies  frt>m  which  an  inquisition  would  shrink  with  horror.  The  good  they  do 
is  simply  nothing,  the  harm  is  incalculable.  For  men  to  make  a  common  property  uf 
their  prejudices  and  strike  its  obiects  in  the  dark  is  monstrous.  When  law  and  order 
is  endeavoring  to  crystallize  itself  into  shape,  to  obstruct  it  because  it  acts  slowly,  is 
unworthy  of  good  citizens.  These  midnight  banditti  are  doing  more  to  thwart  the 
peace  and  prosperity  of  our  country  than  a  wise  legislation  of  years  could  counteract. 
Our  people  should  persistently  endeavor  to  remove  these  foul  ulcers  that  now  and  then 
breaK  out  where  bad  blood  exists,  and  apply  remedies  that  will  finally  restore  these 
diseased  spots  to  healthy  action.  It  can  be  done  calmly,  soothingly,  but  it  must  bo 
done  firmly.  It  should  be  made  disreputable  to  aid  or  countenance  such  outrages,  and 
the  very  perpetrators  will  then  pause  and  look  back  with  horror  on  the  deeds  of  dark- 
ness which  they  ht^ve  blindly  committed." — Macon  Beaoon,  May  14, 1870. 

Answer.  I  do  not  see  any  objection  to  that. 

Question.  The  first  part  of  my  inquiry  relates  to  the  statement  of  fact  in  this  article ; 
whether  you  believe  this  statement  to  have  been  true  at  the  time  it  was  published  as 
to  the  frequency  of  these  outrages  f 

Anstcer.  That,  I  suppose,  speaks  of  the  fact  throughout  the  South,  and  does  not  speak 
of  the  locality  here  or  county.  I  suppose  the  editor  was  speaking  of  the  various  South- 
em  States — South  Carolina,  Mississippi,  Alabama,  d^c 

Question,  He  speaks  of  act«  of  lawless  violence,  resistance  to  law,  violations  of  order, 
and  the  taking  of  vengeance  on  all  inimical  to  their  proceedings. 

Anstvcr.  1  think  there  were  acts  of  violence  at  that  tiioe,  but  whether  there  was  any 
organization  at  that  time  I  do  not  know.  I  have  heard  that  there  was.  Speaking  of 
the  South,  there  were  many  acts  of  violence  of  which  we  h^ve  heard  that  have  been 
committed  in  several  of  the  Stat-es.  I  think  it  is  a  good  article,  and  condemns  it  as 
it  ought  to  be  condemned.  I  think  these  things  took  place  in  manv  places.  I  think 
there  were  acts  of  violence  committed  within  two  or  three  years  in  this  county,  which 
were  done  by  lawless  mobs. 

Question,  You  think  these  recitals  were  true  of  Noxubee  County  f 

Anstver.  1  do  not  know  to  what  extent.  All  I  can  say  would  be  that  there  have  been 
acts  of  violence.    When  was  that  dated  f 

The  Chairman.  Fourteenth  of  May,  1870. 

Anstcer.  I  think  about  that  time  and  before  that  there  had  been  divers  acts  of  vio- 
lence in  this  county ;  whether  by  an  organisation  or  not,  they  were  oommitted  by  that 
class  of  people. 
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Qtieation,  Was  there  ever  a  meeting  called  in  Noxubee  County  to  take  into  consider- 
ation tlie  existence  of  these  outrages,  and  the  mode  in  ivhicn  they  should  be  dealt 
with  T  Was  there  ever  a  set  of  resolutions  adopted  at  any  public  gathering  denounc- 
ing these  outrages  and  their  perpetrators,  and  pledging  the  good  people  of  the  coun- 
try to  put  a  stop  to  them  and  bring  the  perpetrators  to  justice  or  anything  of  the  kind? 

AnstGcr,  None  that  I  know  of.    I  know  oi  no  public  meeting  called  for  that  purpose. 

Qn€8tion,  Can  you  account  for  the  apathy  of  the  good  people  of  the  county  upon  this 
subject  T 

Afi9tDei\  Well,  there  is  no  doubt  about  the  sentiment  of  the  good  people  of  the  county. 
They  disapprove  and  condemn  these  things  very  bitterly  in  private  conversation,  and 
are  willing  to  aid  the  officers. 

QtiestUm.  Would  not  a  public  expression  at  a  fomud  meeting  called  for  the  express 
purpose  of  considering  these  troubles  in  the  body-politic  have  exercised  a  command- 
ing influence,  in  your  estimation,  upon  the  lawless  men  who  were  guilty  of  these  deeds 
of  violence? 

Answer,  1  think  they  would  have  had  a  good  effect  toward  quieting  things  down.  I 
think  it  would  have  had  a  good  effect  upon  the  lawless  class.  Whetner  there  was  ever 
any  meeting  called  in  the  county  for  that  purpose  I  do  not  know.  I  l^ink,  however, 
it  would  have  resulted  in  good.    It  could  not  nave  resulted  in  any  harm. 

Qitestion,  1  think  you  have  already  stated  that  you  have  not  neard  of  any  poni^- 
ment  inflicted  upon  any  of  these  men  concerned  in  these  midnig|ht  outrages  f 

Anwser,  I  do  not  know,  sir,  of  any. 

QueaHon,  What  is  your  solution  of  this  trouble  f  What  is  your  theory  of  tiie  way  in 
which  the  community  ought  to  get  rid  of  these  lawless  men  f 

Answer,  My  theory  is  this  about  the  whole  thing :  that  thece  are  lawless  men  in  ev- 
ery community,  and  I  think  there  are  in  Noxubee  County  to  no  great  extent.  I  do  not 
think  there  are'  many  of  that  character  in  this  county,  for  I  cannot  think  so.  I  think 
these  acts  are  committed  just  out  of  pure  devilment,  if  sudi  things  are  committed.  I 
think  these  outrages  are  committed  by  persons  sometimes  in  oombinationB  and  some- 
times perhaps  not.  If  there  is  any  organization  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  any 
particular  view  by  committing  these  assaults  and  murders,  I  do  not  know  it.  I  do 
not  think  there  is  any  regular  organization.  They  seem  to  happen  at  different  points 
in  the  county,  above,  below,  east  and  west,  and  I  have  never  been  able  to  trace  up 
any  of  them.  I  cannot  form  any  theory  upon  the  subject  that  I  can  rely  on  to  satisfy 
myself,  unless  it  is  just  a  disposition  in  men  to  do  wrong.  Th«:e  are  a  good  many 
young  men,  you  know,  in  this  country,  who  were  raised  in  wealth  and  affluence,  who 
have  been  thrown  out  of  employment,  and,  as  I  suppose,  have  become  reckless.  They 
are  thrown  out  of  employment  and  out  of  the  circle  in  -which  they  formerly  moved, 
and  have  become  recKless. 

QtiesHon.  What  is  the  character  of  the  sons  of  the  old  owners  of  the  soil — ^thoee  who 
were  slaveholders?  What  pursuits,  as  a  general  thing,  are  they  embarking  in f  Aie 
they  cultivating  the  soil  themselves  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  a  good  many  of  them  are.  I  think  that  those  who  had  lands  are 
now  cultivating  their  lands  or  the  lands  of  their  fathers.  The  young  men  seem  to  be 
generally  engaged  in  some  business.  I  know  a  great  many  of  my  old  acquaintancea, 
young  men,  who  are  now  carrying  on  plantations  and  woiking  the  soil. 

Question,  That  is  their  general  course,  so  far  as  your  observation  extends  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  so  far  as  my  observation  goes  in  the  town,  they  are  in  mercantile 
establishments  and  in  various  occupations ;  but  I  kilow  of  many  oi  them  who  are  now 
on  their  plantations,  where  they  have  had  land,  and  are  cultivating  them. 

QuesUan,  Is  manual  labor  here  any  more  reputable  than  it  was  b^ore  the  war  f 

Anstcer.  I  cannot  say,  sir,  whether  it  is  or  not.  Outside  of  this  place,  in  this  county^ 
the  white  people  labor  but  little.  The  poorer  class  prevail  in  Winston  and  these  other 
counties.  jLabor  there  was  rentable ;  but  here  the  young  men,  the  farmers,  worked 
very  little  indeed.  They  are  now  forced  to  do  it ;  necessity  compels  them  to  take  that 
course.  I  think  labor  is  reputable  here.  I  think  that  wherever  a  young  man  has  gone 
to  work  he  raises  himself  in  the  public  estimation.  Every  good  citizen  thinks  more  of 
a  man  who  rolls  up  his  sleeve^  and  goes  right  along  at  work.  That  is  the  feeling  we 
all  have. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  N<n>ember7f  1871. 
DAVID  TEIPLETT  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  CHAUtftiAM : 

Qttesium,  Where  do  you  live  T 

Anstocr,  Up  here  in  Winston.    I  live  in  Noxubee  now.    I  used  to  live  in  Winston 
last  year 

Question,  Did  you  know  Solomon  Triplett  f 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  545 

Anstcer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  bavo  lived  with  him  ever  since  I  have  been  in  this  country. 

Question*  Was  be  a  relation  of  yours  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  fellow-servant  of  mine.    I  lived  with  him  all  in  slave  time. 

Question,  Where  did  he  live  t 

Anstv^.  He  lived  in  Winston  County.    Him  and  me  used  to  belong  to  the  same  man. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  of  his  being  killed  f 

Answer.  I  was  there  in  his  house  the  night  he  was  shot. 

Question,  Yon  may  proceed  and  tell  the  committee  what  you  know  about  the  manner 
iu  which  he  was  shot  and  by  whom  he  was  shot. 

Answer.  1  was  there  the  night  ho  was  shot.  I  recollect  the  night ;  it  was  a  Thursday 
Dight.  There  was  two  men  come  up  to  the  door,  aud  the  iirst  said,  "  Come  out  of  here, 
God  damn  you."  Then  they  said,  "  No,  God  damn  you,  don't  you  come  out  here  or  I'll 
kill  you."  He  said,  *^  Wbo  are  you  t"  They  never  said  nothing ;  but  he  was  standine 
by  the  door  and  had  his  left  hand  on  it  and  his  enn  was  over  the  door,  and  he  raised 
up  and  got  it  and  set  it  on  the  floor.  They  peaked  through  the  crack  and  told  him. 
God  damn  him,  if  he  didn't  put  down  that  gim  he  would  snoot  him ;  but  he  still  held 
(>u.  Tbey  fired  several  times  at  the  door,  aud  then  they  went  around  to  the  back-sido 
of  the  house  and  got  on  some  perches,  and  he  was  standiing  with  his  back  toward  them 
where  there  was  a  cracky  and  they  shot  him  through  the  crack,  and  he  felL 

Question.  Did  he  die  of  the  wounds  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  this  happen  f 

Answer.  It  was  last  year.  Just  a  while  before  Christmas.  I  don't  think  it  was  more 
than  a  week  before  Christmas. 

QuesHon.  Last  Christmas f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  last  Christmas,  a  year  ago. 

QuesiUni.  Do  ^ou  mean  last  December  f 

An»wer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  see  the  men  f 

Answer.  They  came  up ;  I  never  saw  them ;  they  came  up  to  the  door.  Nobody  weut 
out  of  the  door  or  they  could  have  seen  them ;  but  nobody  went  out. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  horses'  tracks  the  next  momine  f 

Answe}'.  Yes,  sir ;  they  went  down  about  a  quarter  of  a  mue  from  the  house,  or  hardly 
so  far,  and  there  was  a  place  there  in  a  sand-bar  which  looked  like  there  was  about 
forty  horses  hitched  there. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Where  were  the  horses  hitched  f 

Answer.  At  the  sand-bar  Just  below  old  man  Parks's,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Ho 
was  living  with  old  man  Parks. 

By  the  Chairbiak  : 

Question.  Do  you  know  whether  the  men  had  dis^ises  on  or  not ;  whether  they  had 
anything  over  their  faces  or  any  covering  over  their  bodies  f 

Answer.  We  went  to  the  door,  and  there  was  two  men  coming  across  the  old  field,  and ' 
it  was  about  ten  minutes;  we  went  .out  in  the  yard  and  saw  them  coming,  and  all  wop  t 
ill  the  house  again  and  shut  the  door  and  didn't  see  them,  any  more  than  them  two. 

Question,  Do  you  know  whether  any  of  them  had  any  masks  or  anything  over  their 
faces t 

Answer.  They  were  in  white,  at  a  distance  off— about  a  hundred  yarda— coming. 

QuesHon.  Do  you  mean  they  were  dressed  in  white  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  in  white ;  you  could  not  see  nothing  but  white. 

Question.  This  was  in  Winston  County  f 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  Winston  County? 

Answer.  In  Winston  County,  just  above  the  fMtory. 

Question.  What  factory? 

Answer.  Parks's  factory,  about  Ave  miles  the  other  side. 

Question.  What  kind  of  a  factory,  woolen  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  spinning  and  carding.    Thev  spun. 

Qitestion.  Do  you  know  wnere  the  men  came  from  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  where  they  came  fh>m. 

Question.  Did  yon  ever  trace  the  horse's  tracks  back  to  find  out  where  they  came 
from  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  What  did  they  against  SoL  Triplettf 

Ansxoer.  Nothing  that  I  heard  oil 

Question.  What  did  they  say  when  they  shot  at  him  f 

Answer.  They  never  said  when  they  shot  at  him  what  they  had  against  him. 

Question,  Did  he  have  a  wife  T 

35  H 
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Answer,  Tc8,sir. 

Question.  Was  she  there  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  she  was  in  the  house  the  some  night. 

QnesHan.  Where  is  she  now  f 

Answer.  She  is  living  up  here  about  seren  miles  from  here,  at  Mr.  JeS.  CageVi 

Question.  Did  she  leave  soon  after  he  was  killed  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  she  came  away  Christmas,  and  oame  down  to  Mr.  Cage's. 

QuMtion.  Has  anybody  ever  been  taken  up  to  this! 

Answer.  Not  as  I  knows  of. 

Question.  Had  he  a  quarrel  with  anybody  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  had  not  had  a  quarrel  or  fuss  with  nobody ;  everybody  always 
^poke  well  of  him.    After  he  was  dead  they  said  nobody  had  nothing  against  him. 

Question.  Had  he  ever  taught  a  colored  school  f 

Answer.  No.  sir. 

Question.  Hod  he  ever  preached  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  he  dion't  know  nothing  about  any  one. 

Question.  He  was  just  a  work>hand  on  the  plantation,  was  he  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  the  white  people  make  any  effbrt  to  find  oat  who  bad  killed  bim  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  believe  Mr.  Metz,  the  sheriif  of  Looiaville,  was  inquiring  around, 
but  he  couldn't  find  out  nothing. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  Solomon's  wife  say  that  she  knew  any  of  the  paitiet 
«rho  did  this  f 
Answer.  I  heard  her  say  that  Jack  Triplett's  son  killed  him— Jolm  Triplett. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  f 

Answer.  It  was  early  in  the  night ;  it  was  not  10  o'clock. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Jack  Tripletfs  son  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  fort 

Answer.  As  well  as  I  could  understand,  it  was  because  he  came  away  from  there  and 
came  up  to  old  man  Parks's  to  live. 

Question.  Did  she  see  any  of  the  men  that  night  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  never  saw  any  more  than  those  two  coming  up  across  the  old 
field  that  night. 

Question.  Did  she  recognize  either  of  them  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  did  she  know  then  that  it  was  Jack  Triplett's  son  f 

Answer.  Well,  Solomon  had  been  working  down  there  and  had  got  some  meat  frtim 
bim,  and  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat  that  he  was  to  cet.  He  weighed  it  over,  and 
it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat.  His  wife  carried  it  back,  and  she  says  tiiat  1^  said 
he'd  pay  him  for  it ;  that  he  was  getting  too  big  axiyhow. 

Question.  Were  you  in  the  house  when  he  was  Killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  many  men  were  there  firing  f 

Answer.  I  think  it  appeared,  the  way  the  noise  went,  like  there  might  have  beeo  six 
or  seven  fired  at  one  time. 

Question.  Did  you  see  any  of  the  men's  faces  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  I  never  saw  any  of  their  faces. 

Question.  Did  you  look  out  at  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question.  When  did  Solomon's  wife  tell  you  she  thought  it  was  Jack  Triplett's  son  f 

Answer.  Directly  after  they  shot  him. 

Question.  She  save  you  as  a  reason  what  you  have  already  said  t 
-      Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  her  only  reason  for  thinking  so  f 

Ansxoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Yon  say  that  Mr.  Metz  made  a  search  for  tJiem  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

.  Question.  Has  anybody  been  arrested  for  this  murder  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  not  as  I  knows  of. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  called  anywhere  as  a  witness  in  this  case  f 

Answer.  No.  sir  ;  not  before. 

Question.  Has  Solomon's  wife  been  called  before  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  think  she  has  been  here  one  time  before. 
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Question.  Have  yon  seen  her  since  f 

Anstoer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  seen  her  sinee.  She  didn't  live  very  far  from  where  I  live 
at  now. 

Quegtkm,  Did  she  tell  you  what  ^e  had  said  when  she  was  oalled  f 

Annccr,  No,  sir. 

QueaUon,  Did  yon  ask  her  f 

Aimcer.  No^  sir,  I  never  asked  her. 

QHestion.  Did  she  tell  yon  she  had  heen  np  as  a  witness? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Qiiestion,  Bnt  did  not  say  anything  that  she  had  testified  t 

A  nstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  yon  ask  herf 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  didn't  ask  her. 

Question,  What  did  she  say  in  reference  to  the  qnarrel  hetVeen  Jack  TripletVs  son 
and  Solomon  abont  the  meat  f 

Answer.  Never  said  anjrthinff  more  than  he  sent  him  the  meat  and  he  weighed  it, 
and  it  was  not  the  qnantit^  of  meat  he  weighed  it  for,  and  he  sent  it  back ;  his  wife 
carried  it  back,  and  told  hum  that  the  old  man  said  it  was  not  the  quantity  of  meat, 
and  he  said,  never  mind,  he'd  pay  him  for  it ;  that  he  had  been  getting  too  big  any- 
how. 

Question,  Was  that  all  that  was  said  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  on  account  of  this  she  thought  that  Jack  TripletVs  son  had  killed  her 
hnslMuid  f 

A  newer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  she  say  that  she  recognised  any  of  that  party  as  Jack  Triplett's  son 
that  night  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  her  say  any  more. 

Question.  Yon  must  haVe  had  some  conversation  about  the  men.  Was  she  in  bed ; 
did  sheget  npf 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  she  hadn't  gone  to  bed ;  it  was  early  in  the  night;  it  was  not  10 
o'clock. 

Question,  Did  she  look  out  of  the  house  at  any  of  them  t 

Answer.  No,  sir  ;  nobody  ever  looked  out ;  everybody  was  afraid  to  look  out. 


Question.  Did  you  follow  the  horse's  tracks?  a 

Answer,  No,  sir;  never  followed  them  no  farther  than 


.j<»«,  u^T^  «v,»w,.x>^  «»^»  «w  «.»w.x»  «»»  down  there  at  the  sand-bar 
where  they  hitched  them  at. 

By  the  CHAiR3iAN : 

Question.  Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard,  of  any  other  colored  men  being  killed  in 
Winston  County  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  there  was  one  was  killed  up  there ;  I  reckon  it  has  been  about 
two  months  ago,  now. 

Qneetion.  Who  was  that? 

AnauBer.  A  fellow  that  was  living  up  here  with  an  old  man.  Pinker,  named  Pete 
Gregory. 

Question.  Did  yon  know  Pete  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  know  him  ;  I  have  been  along  with  him  for  this  year  or  two. 

Question.  Was  he  killed  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  killed  in  the  night,  ns  well  as  I  oould  understand.  Hjs  wife 
said  that  there  was  three  men  came  there;  and  he  had  two  mighty  bad  dogs,  and  they 
barked,  and  he  went  out ;  he  was  working,  twisting  some  of  his  tobacco  to  put  it 
up :  and  he  went  out  to  see  who  was  coming ;  and  they  took  him  and  took  him  off, 
and  she  never  saw  or  heard  tell  of  him  any  more. 

Queetior^.  Was  his  body  found  T 

Answer.  He  was  found,  I  believe,  hanging  between  old  manFinker's  and  the  factory, 
hanging  np  dead. 

Question.  Han^ng  to  the  limb  of  a  tree  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  time  in  the  night  was  this  said  to  have  been  done  ? 

Answer.  This  was  soon  in  the  night ;  directly  after  supper. 

Question.  Did  the  men  have  any  disguises  on — an3rthing  over  their  faces  or  bodies  ? 

Answer.  She  never  saw ;  she  never  went  to  the  door ;  he  went  out  of  the  door ;  she 
staid  in.  , 

Question.  She  did  not  see  how  many  there  were  then,  or  whether  they  were  disguised 
or  not? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  known  who  murdered  him  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  they  don't  know  who  it  was. 

Question*  No  one  has  ever  been  arrested  charged  with  the  killing? 
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AnstDer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  aoy  other  colored  men  being  killed  T 

Anncer,  No^  sir,  I  have  not  heard  of  any  other. 

Question.  Haye  yon  heard  of  any  colored  men  being  whipped  in  Winston  County  f 

Answer,  No,  sir,  I  hare  not  heaid  of  any. 

Question,  Have  yon  heard  of  any  colored  mea being  killed  down  in  Noznbee  County? 

Answer,  No,  sir. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  November  7, 1871. 
JAMES  H.  RIVES  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  may  exam- 
ine him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Please  eive  your  residence  and  occnpation. 

Answer,  I  reside  m  Macon,  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi  I  am  a  lawyer  by  pro- 
fession. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Noxubee  County  f 

Answer,  I  have  lived  in  Noxubee  County  about  twenl^-fjeven  years — from  my  child- 
hood. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  the  alleged  whipping  of  Betsey  Lucas,  living  at  Robert 
Jackson's  f 

Answer,  Nothing,  of  my  own  knowledge,  general,  only  from  the  report  in  the  coontiy 
at  the  time. 

Question,  You  have  a  plantation  adjacent  T 

Answer,  In  the  neighborhood,  sir. 

Questifin,  What  did  you  hear  at  the  time,  from  reliable  persons  f 

Anstoer,  Well,  sir,  I  heard  that  there  was  a  part^  of  men  went  to  Mi.  Jackson's  and 
Mr.  Crosby's  and  Mr.  Hinton's  and  to  Mr.  Fnce's.  I  l^ink  they  were  all,  oxoept 
Cro8l>y,  bachelors,  and  Crosby  was  a  widower.  That  is  the  information  I  have,  lliey 
all  live  in  the  same  neighborhood,  within  two  or  three  miles  of  each  other,  and  they 
were  all  liviog  with  black  women,  to  whom  they  were  not  married;  they  were  living 
with  them  as  their  concubines. 

Question.  What  did  the  party  do  when  they  went  there  f 

Answer,  The  information  I  had  at  the  time  was  that  they  whipped  the  men  and  the 
women  too,  but  I  understood  afterwards  that  they  did  not  whip  tne  men,  and  directed 
the  women  that  they  must  leave. 

Question.  Was  their  living  and  cohabiting  with  these  women  alleged  as  the  reasim 
for  whipping  them  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  lewdness.  There  had  been,  I  was  informed,  an  effort  made  to  in- 
dict the  parties  before  the  grand  jury,  for  living  in  adultery,  under  the  statutes  of  Hus 
State,  but  a  recent  decision  made  by  our  supreme  court  declared  that  it  was  not  a  vio- 
lation .of  the  statute  unless  the  parties  had  lived  together  as  man  and  wife ;  ^lat 
18,  that  the  man  should  hold  the  woman  out  as  his  wife ;  that  it  was  no  vi  jlation  of 
the  law  of  the  St-ate,  or  crime,  to  live  in  the  way  they  were  living  up  there. 

Question.  Cohabiting  with  them,  without  holding  the  women  out  as  their  vrives,  was 
not  adultery  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  it  was  not  adultery  under  our  statute,  or  fomicatioii ;  not 
punishable  under  our  statute. 

Question.  Were  the  parties  disguised  f  « 

Answer.  1  understood  that  they  were,  sir. 

Questioti.  Did  you  ever  see  and  talk  to  the  men  f 

Ansioer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question,  I  mean  the  men  who  were  living  with  these  women. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  upon  this  subject,  f  never  mentioned  that  subject  to  either  of 
them.  I  have  seen  them  all,  I  believe,  except  Price,  since.  I  have  heard  of  Price,  too. 
Price  is  a  man  that  goes  out  but  very  little.  He  lives  in  the  edge  of  Noxubee  swamp, 
here,  and  you  seldom  ever  see  him^  he  seldom  ever  goes  anywhere. 

Question.  There  was  nothing  political  in  this  matter,  was  there  f 

Answer.  No,  sir:  nothing  that  I  heard  of  at  the  time.  Those  gentlemen,  so  tax  as 
I  know,  all  votea,  or  had  been  voting,  the  democratic  ticket,  up  to  that  time. 

Question.  The  men  were  living  in  this  way,  with  these  women  T 

Answei'.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  planters  in  the  country ;  they  were  all  planters ;  there 
was  nothing  political  in  it,  that  I  heard. 

Question.  It  was  merely  offensive  to  the  neighborhood  that  they  should  do  thisf 
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Answer,  That  is  what  I  understood^  sir. 

Question,  Was  anything  eyer  done  with  the  parties  who  did  this;  any  attempt  ever 
made  to  pnnish  them  for  it  f 
Anstoer.  Not  that  I  know  of,  sir. 

Question,  Do  yon  recollect  a  transaction  which  occurred  on  William  May's  place,  in 
the  bottom^  where  some  five  families  of  negroes  were  living;  who  were  driven  off  the 
place  f 

Answer,  Well,  sir^  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  latter  part  of  January  or  Ist  of 
February  last ;  it  was  some  time  in  the  early  part  of  the  present  year.    Mr.  May  is  a 
farmer.    His  home  place  adjoins  my  farm ;  he  lives  north  of  me,  and  his  swamp  plan- 
tation is  some  two  or  three  miles  south  of  me.    A  few  days  after  the  negroes  moved 
out  the  gentleman  living  on  my  place  informed  me  that  Mr.  May  had  requested  the 
loan  of  my  wa^on  to  move  out  some  hands.    The  country  there  is  under  what  is  called 
the  agriculture  law,  the  stock  law,  under  which  persons  are  required  by  the  statutes 
of  the  State  in  that  neighborhood  to  keep  their  stock  inclosed  or  Keep  them  up.  There 
is  a  boundary  to  that,  which  is  the  Noxubee  swamp.    There  is  but  one  fence  kept  ap 
for  all  that  country  up  there.    Persons  with  surplus  stock  turn  their  stock  into  this 
swamp;  and  they  have  then  a  sunmier  range,  at  no  cost  to  the  owner.    This  swamp 
plantation  of  May's  lies  immediately  on  the  Noxubee  swamp,  and  has  a  western  ana 
southwestern  fence,  and  is  the  boundary  of  the  stock  law.    I  understood  that  there 
had  been  a  good  deal  of  complaint  about  persons  going  in  there  and  killing  the  stock. 
The  stock  had  been  pretty  much  destroyed — to  a  considerable  extent,  it  had  been  de- 
stroyed— and  the  negroes  stated  that  persons  went  in  on  Saturday,  I  think,  and  told 
them  that  po  many  outrages  had  been  perpetrated  in  their  neighborhood  that  the 
I)eople  had  come  to  the  couclasion  that  they  were  guilty  of  it,  and  they  must  move 
out  fh)m  there.    They  went  immediately,  I  understood,  and  reported  to  him.    That 
was  Saturday  that  information  was  given  to  the  negroes,  and  on  Sunday  morning 
wagons  wont  in  and  moved  the  negroes  out  to  Mr.  May's  home  place,  and  to  his 
brother-in-law's,  Mr.  Wooten's.    I  was  told  that  my  wagon  hauled  one  family  out.    I 
do  not  know  anything  of  it,  of  my  own  knowledge.    I  only  know  it  from  information 
I  have  received  from  persons  in  the  neiehborhttod.    I  have  heard  Mr.  May  himself, 
who  at  the  time  was  very  indignant,  BpesM.  of  it,  he  and  his  wife.    I  saw  him  a  few 
days  afterward,  and  they  spoke  of  it  as  a  very  unkind  act  to  them.    The  negroes  stated 
that  the  parties  went  in  there — I  think  there  were  three  or  four  persons,  who  were 
strangers  to  them — in  day-time.    They  rode  in  on  horseback,  and  told  them  that  they 
most  get  out  of  there. 

Question,  Did  they  tell  the  negroes  or  not  f 

Aftswer,  I  just  stated  that  they  said  there  had  been  so  many  outrages,  of  so  much 
stock  killed,  or  stolen,  or  destroyed — something  of  the  kind — that  they  would  not  be 
permitted  to  stay  there  longer,  and  must  move  out. 

Question,  They  were  living  in  the  swamp  where  the  cattle  range  wasf 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  the  farm  they  cultivated  was  the  western  boundary  of  the  stock- 
luw  region  of  the  country.    That  is  my  information. 

Question.  They  had  no  cultivation  in  this  swamp  where  they  lived! 

Answer,  1  think  some  of  their  little  fields  ran  into  the  swamp  to  the  river;  one  does. 
I  know  very  little  about  the  locality.  I  have  hunted  in  the  swamp,  but  have  never 
been  to  May's  house.  I  have  hunted  in  the  swamp  and  in  the  river  in  his  farm  and 
around  his  farm,  but  I  do  not  know  much  otherwise  about  it. 

Question,  Do  you  know  the  fact  that  the  stock  ranging  in  the  swamp  had  been  depre- 
dated upon  T  ^ 

Ansicer,  Only  from  report. 

Question,  Have  you  reason  to  believe  it  is  true  t 

Answer,  Tes,  sir.    One  indictment  was  found  against  Mr.  George  H.  Dare. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  A  white  man  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  white  man.    He  left  the  country. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  For  killing  stock  ? 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  for  stealing  stock. 

Question,  Did  yon  know  a  man  by  the  name  of  Sam.  Coger,  a  negro  man  f 
A  nswer.  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  as  to  the  fact  that  he  was  killed  f 
Anstver>  He  is  not  killed,  sir,  is  my  information. 
Question.  Is  he  not  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  he  is  living  in  this  county  now ;  so  I  am  informed. 
Question,  Who  told  you  he  was  living  f 

Answer,  Mr.  Hardin  Brooks.    He  is  living  with  Hardin  Brooks  now,  and  is  in  tl., 
cotmtyf 
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Question,  When  did  Brooks  tell  yon  this  ? 
V  Avswer,  He  told  iwe  yesterday  eveniug ;  and  he  told  me  he  would  have  him  here  to- 
day or  to-morrow.    He  said  he  might  want  to  go  to-day  to  BrooksYiUe,  but  that  be 
would  bring  him  here  to-morrow. 

Question.  Aleck  Davis  testified  here  yesterday  that  Sam.  Coger  was  killed,  and  that 
Talliaferro  told  him  this.    Talliaforro  testified  to  the  same  thing  in  Washington. 

Jlwsicer.  I  was  reading  Talliaferro's  testimony  at  the  time,  and  when  I  came  to  that 
portion  of  it  Brooks  told  me  to  stop.  He  said,  ^'  He  is  •n  Ben.  Minnie's  plantation, 
and  he  has  had  some  trouble  with  a  colored  man  about  some  colored  woman."  I  do 
not  know  about  the  merits  of  it. 

Question,  He  was  shot  in  that  row  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  so  Brooks  said  yesterday. 

Question.  But  not  killed  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Davis  stated  yesterday  that  Everybody  knew  he -was  killed. 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  Brooks  says  that  he  is  not  killed ;  that  he  is  living  on  his  planta- 
tion ;  and  he  said  that  he  would  produce  him  to-day  or  to-morrow  if  it  was  necessary. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  a  man  named  Dick  Moloue,  said  to  have  been 

killed  ? 

Answer.  I  only  knew  Dick  Malone  from  reputation.  He  was  a  blacksmith  and  did 
blacksuiithing  work  on  my  farm,  but  I  did  not  know  him  personally.  He  was  a  negro 
that  bore  a  very  excellent  character. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  about  his  being  killed  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  I  heard  of  it  a  few  days  after  he  was  killed,  probably  the  next  day. 

Question.  Who  killed  him,  or  was  said  to  have  killed  him  f 

Ansicer.  It  was  said  that  there  was  a  party  of  disguised  men  who  had  gone  npon  the 
Malone  plantation. 

Question.  Was  any  reason  assigned  for  his  killing  ? 

Answer.  I  understood  that  they  had  whipped  a  negro  on  the  pl^itatiou,  and  had  left, 
or  wore  leaving,  and  Dick  had  been  around  them,  and  at  the  time  of  the  first  dlffic^ulty, 
when  they  whipped  the  other  boy,  and  when  they  \T(ient  to  leave,  he  followed  them. 
He  started  off  and  said  he  was  going  to  find  out  who  they  were.  From  that  an  alter- 
cation arose,  so  I  understood,  and  he  was  shot.  But  that  matter  was  investigated  by 
Mr.  Carpenter,  a  justice  of  the  peace  at  Brooksvilloj  and  his  testimony  would  be  more 
full  than  I  could  give.    I  only  speak  from  information. 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Bully  Jack? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  In  connection  with  my  partner,  Mr.  .farnamn,  we  defended  a 
colored  man,  John  Hill,  who  was  first  accusea  of  killing  Bully  Jack.  He  was  the 
brother-in-law  of  Bully  Jack,  and  was  arrested.  After  he  was  arrested  a  yoaD>;r  man 
by  the  name  of  Ebenezer  Glass  was  arrested  for  the  same  offense,  and  we  defended 
Mr.  Glass. 

Question.  What  was  the  evidence  as  to  the  killing! 

Anmcer.  The  evidence  was,  sir,  that  some  persons  rode  up  in  the  night-time  to  BaBy 
Jack's  house,  and  requested  him  to  go  down  in  the  road,  and  assist  to  put  a  tire  or 
wheel  on  a  cart  that  had  run  off.  The  party  stated  that  they  were  anxions  to  get  an 
to  SUnqualak  by  train  time ;  that  is  the  testimony  of  the  wife ;  that  he  went  down  to 
the  road  with  them,  and  shortly  afterward  she  heard  a  scuffling,  as  though  men  w«t 
in  a  struggle,  and  then  she  heard  men  running,  and  they  ran  back  to  the  big  gate, which 
was  about  a  hundred  yards  from  where  she  lived,  and  there  she  heard  firing,  and  whea 
she  got  down  there  she  found  her  husband  dead.  The  evidence  \^  that  there  wen? 
the  tracks  of  four  or  of  three  men  in  the  road  and  one  on  horseback,  who  seemed  to 
have  been  pursuing  Jack— 4hree  men  besides  Jack;  one  was  a  very  small  boot  track. 
the  other  very  large,  the  third  a  large  brogan  boot  or  shoe ;  it  had  that  appearance. 

Question.  Was  there  a  spur  found  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  believe  there  was.  Mr.  Campbell,  I  think,  the  justice  of  tbc 
peace,  who  acted  as  coroner  on  that  occasion,  said  something  in  his  testimony  abont  a 
spur,  a  small  one ;  I  do  not  remember  his  description  of  it,  but  I  think  it  was  a  silver- 
plated  spur. 

Question.  Was  any  motive  assi^ed  for  this  murder! 

^Answer.  Only  by  his  brother-iu-law,  John  Hill.  John  Hill,  in  his  testimony  nptn 
tliC  trial,  or  after  he  was  discharged,  when  ho  was  introduced  as  a  witness  by  the  proep- 
cution,  stated  that  he  had  warned  Bully  Jack  that  he  was  in  danger ;  that  ho  was  tur- 
bulent and  meddlesome,  interfering  with  other  people's  business  in  the  quaneU  oS* 
white  people  and  black  people ;  that  ho  had  told  him  he  had  better  leave  the  conn  try  : 
that  if  he  did  not  leave  the  country,  he  did  not  think  he  could  possibly  be  permitted 
to  live  longer.  That  is  about  the  statement,  as  well  as  I  remember  it,  of  John  Hill, 
tbo  brother-in-law  of  the  deceased.  He  said  that  he  was  turbulent,  and  apt  to  inter- 
meddle with  the  business  and  affairs  of  other  people. 

Question,  Pld  these  tracks  indicate  whether  they  were  white  or  black  people  ficomtbt 
kind  of  shoo  or  boot  that  was  worn  ? 
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Anffwer.  1  cannot  tell.  I  have  described  the  tracks.  One  was  a  vcty  small  one;  it 
appeared  to  be  a  light  boot,  a  fine  boot,  a  pnmp-soled  boot,  or  something  of  the  kind. 
I'ho  other  was  a  large  boot ;  and  the  other  seemed  to  be  a  brogan  shoe,  or  a  veiy  coarse 
boot,  something  of  that  character.  The  spnr,  as  I  remember,  was  a  very  small  spur ; 
it  could  not  have  gone  on  the  boot  of  a  very  large  man.  I  remember  noticing,  in  ex- 
amining the  spur,  that  it  was  a  very  small  spnr.  I  think  it  was  a silver-platedspur  of 
rather  line  quality. 

Qiicslian,  Was  there  any  evidence  implicating  Glass  ? 

Answer.  None  in  the  world.  The  wife  of  Bully  Jack  said  it  was  Glass ;  that  she  re- 
cognized him  by  his  voice ;  but  an  alibi,  as  well  as  I  remember,  was  proved  for  Glass 
by — I  do  not  recollect  how  many  witnesses,  but  there  were  several,  and  among  them 
were  one  or  two  colored  persons.  He  was  killed  pretty  early  in  the  night,  and  GlasH 
WU8  at  his  brother's,  who  lived  from  h  mile  to  a  mile  and  a  quarter  from  where  Bully 
Jack  lived,  and  was  in  conversation  with  some  colored  x>eople  about  labor,  about  work- 
ing for  him,  when  some  guns  were  heard  to  fire.  I  think  that  was  about  the  testi- 
mony, to  the  best  of  my  recollection  now.  I  know  an  alibi  was  proven  to  the  satisfac- 
tion of  the  justice  before  whom  he  was  being  tried,  and  he  was  discharged. 

Question,  Something  has  been  said  about  a  quarrel  with  Cy.  Jenkins  by  Bully  Jack. 

Ansiver.  There  was  something  said  about  it,  but  I  cannot  remember  now  what  it  was. 
There  had  been  some  misunderstanding  between  them  about  something,  but  I  cannot 
remember  what ;  but  there  was  no  testimony  adduced  upon  the  trial  to  implicate  Cyrus 
Jenkins  that  I  remember  now ;  at  least,  I  know  he  was  not  arrested. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  anything  of  the  whipping  of  Ben.  Daly  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  know  nothing  about  it. 

Question.  Of  Isham  Lowry  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Bucklky: 

Qtieaiion.  Was  not  Isham  Lowry  whipped  the  same  night  Dick  Malone  was  killed  on 
the  Malone  plantation  t 

Answer.  I  never  heard  the  name  of  the  negro  who  was  whipped,  I  heard  the  negro 
who  was  whipped  was  whipped  because  he  was  quarreling  with  his  wife ;  he  had  been 
whipping  her,  perhaps,  that  nieht ;  I  do  not  remember.  I  noticed  that  Mr.  Taliaferro 
stated,  perhaps,  that  some  of  the  negroes  were  whipped  upon  Mr.  Willbanks's  planta- 
tion. That  is  pot  true.  He  is  a  brother-in-law  of  mine.  The  only  woman  whipped  at 
all  was  an  old  negro  woman  named  Liza,  who  was  accustomed  to  say  what  she  pleased. 
The  yard  was  full,  and  Mr.  Willbanks  came  to  the  door,  and  these  men  were  trying  to 
get  to  them  in  the  kitchen,  and  she  said  something  to  them,  and  one  of  them  told  her 
she  had  better  hush.  She  told  them  she  would  not,  and  my  information  from  Mr 
Willbanks  is  that  one  of  the  men  slapped  her  with  his  open  hand ;  but  none  of  the  ne- 
groes were  whipped  on  that  plantation. 

Question.  Do  you  understand  that  they  were  disguised  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  Taliaferro  testified  that  several  of  them  were  whipped  severely. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  did.    That  is  not  true,  sir. 

Question.  Aleck  Davis  testifies  to  the  same  thing. 

Answer.  That  is  not  true.  Mr.  Willbanks  is  in  the  county,  and  if  the  committee  de- 
sire information  on  this  subject  I  will  have  him  sent  for;  but  I  have  heard  nothing  of 
anybody  being  whipped  on  that  place  more  than  I  have  stated  at  that  time.  He  is  a 
brother-in-law  of  mine,  and  I  was  in  the  neighborhood  a  few  days  afterward. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  of  the  wmpping  of  Aleck  Hughes  t 

Answer.  I  heard  something  of  that,  but  not  until  some  time  afterward.  That  oc> 
cuiTed  in  the  neighborhood  of  Mushulaville,  I  beUeve. 

Question.  He  brought  suit  about  itt 

Anstoer.  The  parties  are  indicted  in  the  court  at  Oxford.  Mr.  Higgins  and  others  are 
indicted  at  Oxford.  I  think  we  have  a  copy  of  the  indictment  in  our  office ;  we  are 
defending  them. 

Queetion.  What  is  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  whipping  of  Hughes  t 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  I  do  not  know. 

Question.  What  does  Higgins  say  about  itf 

Answer.  He  says  he  is  not  guilty  of  it. 

Question.  Does  he  say  that  lie  knows  whether  the  man  was  whipped  or  nott 

Answer.  No,  sir;  he  does  not  know  anything  about  it.  From  my  knowledge  of  John 
Higgins's  character,  I  should  say  he  is  one  of  the  last  men  in  the  county  who  would  be 
engaged  in  lawlessness  of  that  kind.  He  is  prudent  and  circumspect.  He  lived  near 
Mushulaville ;  he  lived  in  the  edge  of  Mushulaville.    I  believe  Aleck  lived  near  there. 

Question.  This  witness  states  that  one  of  the  parties  was  recognized  by  Aleck  Hughes 
by  his  riding  a  horse  that  Aleck  had  sold  him  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  that  at  alL    I  do  not  know  what  Aleek's 
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testimony  ^as  before  the  grand  jury.  Aleck,  after  he  testified,  never  returned ;  be  re- 
mained at  Oxford,  or  somewhere,  in  charge  of  the  marshal.  He  has  never  been  back, 
according  to  my  information.    I  do  not  know  what  his  testimony  is. 

Que9ti4m.  Do  yon  know  anything  about  a  nego  boy  named  Bill  Coleman,  who  says 
he  was  whipped  and  ran  away  from  Winston  County  t  ^ 

Afi9wer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  anything  about  him. 

Queaiian  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Johnson  Eeitt  last  March,  in 
Winston  County  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

QmesUon,  Nor  Solomon  Triplett  t 

Answer,  I  heard  something  of  the  kind  of  Solomon  Triplett,  but  it  has  been  so  long 
ago  that  I  do  not  remember  the  particulars  at  all.  The  parties  are  indicted  in  the 
Federal  court  for  the  killing  of  Solomon  Triplett. 

Question,  There  was  a  man  found  dead  in  the  river  up  here,  said  to  be  the  body  of  a 
man  who  was  in  the  custody  of  Bridges.    Do  you  know  anything  about  that  case  f 

Answer.  Only  from  information,  sir.  I  am  defending  some  of  the  parties  in  the  cu- 
en  it  court  who  were  indicted  for  a  riot — some  colored  men ;  we  are  oefending  some  of 
them. 

Question.  State  the  facts  in  the  case  as  far  as  you  have  them  from  information  f 

Answer.  My  understanding  of  the  matter  at  that  time,  from  Mr.  Moore,  the  man  who  lost, 
my  recollection  is,  a  mare,  was  that  the  negro^  whose  name  I  have  forgotten,  had  stolen 
his  mare,  or  his  mule,  or  something  of  the  kind,  and  he  sent  other  negroes  in  pursuit. 
They  overtook  the  boy  and  arrested  him  and  brought  him  back.  He  was  carried  be- 
fore Mr.  Rice,  a  justice  of  the  peace  in  this  county,  and  upon  the  testimony,  in  de£Milt 
of  bail,  he  committed  him  to  the  constable  to  be  brought  to  Macon  to  jail.  It  was  late 
in  the  day,  too  late  for  the  constable  to  come  here  that  night,  and  he  carried  him  to 
his  home,  and  confined  him  in  an  out-house  by  fastening  the  door  by  locking,  and  he 
chained  him  somehow,  and  during  the  night  the  negro  disappeared.  That  was  on  Sat- 
urday, as  well  as  I  remember,  and  the  rumor  got  out  in  the  neighborhood  that  parties 
had  gone  in  the  night  and  taken  the  negro  from  Bridges  and  killed  him.  Upon  that 
rumor,  on  Sunday  morning,  Bridges  received  information  that  the  negroes  were  becom- 
ing very  much  excited  and  he  h^  better  look  out  for  himself;  and  on  Sunday  night  he 
was  awakened  by  the  barking  of  his  watch-dog.  He  got  up  and  looked  out  at  a  win- 
dow and  saw  a  party  of  men.  whom  he  suspected  to  be  negroes  at  the  time,  com- 
ing from  the  front  yard.  He  tnen  went  to  the  back  door,  and  he  there  saw  another 
ps^y.  He  seized  a  gun,  a  rifle  that  he  had,  and  jumped  out  at  his  back  door  and  went 
m  the  nearest  direction  for  the  woods,  running,  and  came  very  near  runniufir  into 
another  party.  It  seemed  that  there  were  three  parties  or  more  a|)proaching  his  bonse. 
There  was  some  considerable  firing,  and  Bridges  made  his  escape  into  the  woods.  The 
negroes  went  to  the  house  and  took  possession  of  the  premises.  They  told  Mrs.  Bridges 
she  must  make  less  noise:  she  was  screaming.  They  told  her  not  to  have  any  disturb- 
ance there ;  that  they  did  not  propose  to  do  her  any  harm,  but  they  intended  to  find 
out  where  this  negro  was,  calling  him  by  name.  I  do  not  know  what  became  of  them. 
The  next  day  they  met  at  a  little  place  called  Bigbee  Valley  to  hunt  for  the  negro,  as 
they  stated;  and  I  think  they  hunted  Monday,  and  Tuesday  perhaps;  and  I  heard  that 
a  body  was  found  in  the  river  some  three  or  four  or  five  miles  from  there,  in  the  Tomr 
bigbee  River;  but  I  think  they  were  unable  to  identify  the  body.  It  was  reported  by 
some  persons  that  it  was  the  negro  who  had  been  charged  with  stealing  the  horse.  It 
was  reported  by  others  as  the  body  of  a  negro  deck-hand  on  a  steamboat,  who  had 
fallen  from  the  steamboat  and  been  drowned. 

By  the  CHAiRBfAN: 

Question.  How  long  was  this  after  the  disappearance  of  the  negro  that  this  body  was 
found  f 
Answ^.  I  think  it  was  Tuesday.    The  negro  disappeared  on  Saturday  night. 

By  Mr.  Ricb: 

Question.  T>\^  you  hear  that  there  was  any  note  left  at  the  house  where  that  negro 
was  chained,  and  from  which  he  was  taken  T 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  of  it.  The  sheriff,  Mr.  Moore,  went  there  immedi- 
ately to  investigate  the  matter;  either  himself  or  his  deputies.  I  know  his  dtputies 
were  out  there.  They  were  there  pretty  much  all  the  week.  The  matter  created  con- 
siderable excitement  in  the  county  among  both  blacks  and  whites.  Everybody  in  that 
region  of  country,  as  far  as  I  could  find,  was  anxious  to  have  the  matter  ferreted  out. 
They  were  doing  their  best.  But  I  can  only  speak  from  information  on  that  subject; 
I  have  no  knowledge  of  my  own ;  I  was  not  on  the  ground. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question.  Do  you  know  anything  about  the  killing  of  Wissler  t 
Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  from  information.    I  saw  him  the  next  morning  after  he 
killed. 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  653 

Question,  Have  yon  any  information  of  the  existence  of  any  organized  body  of  men 
in  this  oonnty  known  as  Ku-Klnx  f 

Answer.  I  have  not,  general.  I  have  never  affiliated  in  any  way  with  secret  organ- 
izations of  a  political  character,  or  any  other  kind.  I  have,  perhaps,  been  more  cen- 
sured for  speaking  against  Ka-Klnx  and  Loyal  Leagues  than  any  other  man  in  my 
county,  and  if  any  such  organization  as  that  existed  in  the  county  I  would  be  about 
the  last  man  they  would  let  it  be  known  to. 

Question,  Yon  knew  this  man  Talliaferro  f 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  knew  him ;  I  had  a  very  slight  acquaintance  with  him.  On  Mon- 
day evening — I  cannot  remember  the  date,  but  some  time  in  Januar^'^,  I  think,  though, 
perhaps,  it  was  towards  the  middle,  or  last  of  January — he  had  been  engaged  to 
teach  a  ireedmen's  school  in  the  neighborhood  in  which  my  farm  is  located.  I  had 
told  the  freedmen  where  they  could  get  timber  to  build  the  school-house,  and  had 
instructed  Mr.  Mahone,  my  manager,  to  give  them  the  use  of  my  team  to  haul  up  the 
timber ;  and  Talliaferro  had  been  engajo^ed,  I  understood,  to  teach  the  school  on  the 
Monday  before.  I  never  had  seen  Talliaferro.  I  had  heard  of  him  frequently  in  the 
county,  and  knew  his  family  from*  reputation  as  a  very  clever  family,  and  I  had  heard 
him  spoken  of  as  a  very  clever  man.  On  Monday  evening  he  came  to  see  me,  aud 
introduced  himself,  and  asked  if  I  objected  to  his  boarding  with  Mrs.  Mahone,  as  he 
was  going  to  teach  the  freedmen^s  schooL  I  told  him  that  I  had  no  objection ;  that  I 
did  not  famish  Mr.  Mahone's  family  with  food  myself.  Talliaferro  went  away.  He 
was  a  little  in  liquor  at  the  time ;  not  drunk,  but  a  little  intoxicated.  The  next  night, 
about  9  o'clock,  Tuesday  night,  after  I  had  laid  down,  I  was  called  up.  A  messeuger 
from  my  farm  came  and  informed  me  that  the  day  before  Mr.  Talliaferro  had  borrowed 
a  mule  fh>m  Mr.  Mahone ;  that  neither  Ttdliaferro  nor  the  mule  had  been  seen  up  there 
since  he  had  got  it,  and  I  had  better  look  out  for  my  mule.  I  got  up  and  dressed,  aud 
came  down  town,  and  went  to  Judge  Ames,  who  was  the  county  superintendent  of 
education,  to  know  that  he  had  seen  anything  of  Talliaferro  on  Tuesday.  He  stated 
then  that  Taliaferro  was  at  hi«  house  until  late  in  the  evening.  I  came  back  to  the 
hotel,  and  they  said  Talliaferro  had  just  left  the  hotel.  I  went  to  the  stable,  and 
found  him  in  the  stable  asleep.  I  asked  the  livery  man  if  Talliaferro  had  a  mnle 
there.  Ho  said  no,  he  had  a  horse  there,  and  they  pointed  out  a  gray  horse,  which  they 
said  was  Taliaferro's.  I  asked  if  they  knew  what  Taliaferro  had  done  with  the  mule. 
He  said,  yes,  he  had  swapped  the  mole  for  the  horse.  I  asked  if  they  knew  where  the 
nnile  was,  and  they  said  he  was  away;  the  mule  was  about  three  miles  in  the  country, 
in  the  po^ession  of  a  freedman ;  that  after  they  had  traded  he  had  traded  him  to  the 
stable-man ;  after  they  had  traded  they  had  sent  the  mule  out  to  the  country.  I  sent 
a  messenger  out  immediately  and  had  the  mnle  brought  in,  and  I  had  Taliaferro  ar- 
rested by  Mr.  Echols,  a  policeman  on  the  place.  They  were  using  this  room  in  the  court- 
house, in  which  the  committee  is  now  sitting,  for  the  jail;  the  jail  was  not  then  com- 
pleted. The  next  morning,  after  breakfast,  I  came  down  to  the  office,  and  Echols 
came  in  to  see  me,  and  said  he  did  not  know  Taliaferro  personally,  but  knew  his  family. 
He  said  they  were  both  Virginians,  and  that  his  family  was  a  very  clever  family,  and 
be  did  want  me  to  prosecute  Taliaferro  for  trading  off  mv  mnle.  Some  gentleman  from 
Mobile,  a  merchant,  came  also  to  intercede  for  Taliaferro.  Taliaferro  then  sent  for 
me  himself.  I  came  in  here  and  talked  with  him,  and  he  said  he  was  very  sorry  for 
what  he  had  done ;  that  he  had  done  the  thin^  unwittingly ;  that  he  had  been  on  a 
spree,  and  he  would  not  have  done  it  if  he  had  not  been  a  G^ree:  that  he  was  sorry 
for  what  he  bad  done;  that  he  needed  money;  that  he  had  no  idea  no  would  have  done 
the  thing  if  he  had  not  been  under  the  intiuence  of  liquor ;  and  he  requested  that  I 
should  not  prosecute  him.  I  told  him  I  should  not  make  any  compromise  with  him ; 
that  it  was  contrary  to  the  statutes  of  the  State  to  compromise  a  felony  in  any  way ; 
bat  I  would  leave  it  with  the  magistrate,  and  if  he  would  clear  me  of  any  costs  for  the 
arrest  I  had  nothing  further  to  say  about  it.  I  went  then  and  told  the  mayor,  Echols, 
tbe  x>oliceman,  and  this  Mobile  gentleman,  and  let  them  make  their  statement.  I  told 
the  mayor  I  was  satisfied  with  whatever  coarse  he  chose  to  pursue.  If  Mr.  Taliaferro 
-would  pay  the  cost  of  his  arrest  I  had  no  desire  to  prosecute  him.  Mr.  Howell,  the 
livery-man,  came  in  and  seemed  to  be  a  little  vexed  at  what  I  had  done.  He  said  that 
Taliaferro  was  not  drunk ;  that  he  was  cool,  sober,  and  had  been  trying  to  trade  the 
mule  all  day,  and  that  I  ought  not  to  have  turned  him  loose ;  but  I  heard  nothing  more 
of  Mr.  Taliaferro  until  I  heard  of  him  as  a  witness  against  the  Kn-Klux.  That  is  all 
I  know  about  him.  He  left  the  country  immediately.  I  never  heard  of  him  until  I 
beard  of  him  in  disguise  at  Oxford.  A  gentleman  said  he  met  him  there  with  pretty 
bushy  whiskers  and  a  hat  pnlled  down  over  his  face,  but  recognized  him,  and  snoke  to 
bim,  and  had  some  conversation  with  him.  I  heard  nothing  more  of  him  until  his  tea* 
timony  given  before  this  committee. 

By  Mr.  Buoklet: 

Question,  When  did  he  take  the  mnlet 
Answer,  It  was  some  time  in  January. 
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Qiteatum.  This  year  t 

Ansxoer.  Yes,  sir;  1871.    Some  time  from  the  let  to  the  10th. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Question,  The  testimony  of  Davis  and  other  parties  is  that  Taliaferro  w^  highly 
teemed  in  this  community  nntil  he  testified  against  the  Eu-Klax;  that  he  was  intro- 
duced into  the  best  families,  and  was  highly  esteemed.  That  testimony  was  given  here 
a  few  dn^^s  ago  by  a  nsgro  named  Davis,  a  member  of  the  legislature. 

Ansicei:  I  do  not  know  the  means  of  knowledge  Davis  has  on  that  subject^  or  what 
he  calls  the  best  families.  I  wiU  state  this:  I  will  do  Mr.  Taliaferro  the  justice  to  say 
that  bis  position  had  been  good  np  to  the  time  that  he  took  mv  mule,  so  far  as  I  know. 
Bnt  I  will  say  this  also :  that  I  was  censured  very  severely  by  his  neighbors  and  by  the 
community  lor  not  prosecuting  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  At  the  timef 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  at  the  time ;  before  anything  was  said  about  his  giving  testimony 
upon  the  subject  of  tlie  Ku-Klux,  and  before  he  went  to  Oxford  in  June,  or  was  before 
tJii.s  committee.  I  was  censured  verj'  severely  at  the  time.  My  own  brother-in-law 
and  next  nei|^hbor.  Mr.  May,  both  saw  me  a  few  days  afterward  and  said  that  I  had 
turned  Taliaterro  loose,  and  nobody  knew  what  had  become  of  him,  and  if  he  would 
take  my  mule  in  that  way  he  would  take  other  people's  property,  and  that  hoise- 
stealing  was  so  common  in  the  country  I  ought  not  to  have  permitted  him  to  have  gone 
at  large.  Thereupon  I  made  the  statement  to  tliem  that  I  have  made  here  as  to  the 
recommendation  which  he  received  from  Echols  and  this  Mobile  merchant,  whose  name 
I  have  forgotten. 

By  Mr.  Blaui  : 

Question.  Their  intercession  was  by  reason  of  his  family  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  will  state  that  Taliaferro's  family  connections  in  this  county  and 
in  Lowndes  are  f^ood.  He  has  an  uncle,  Captain  Benjamin  Taliaferro,  in  this  county, 
a  man  of  unblemished  character,  and  formerly  of  high  position,  standing  as  well  as 
any  family,  and  Dr.  Taliaferro,  of  Lowndes  County,  is  of  as  high  standing  as  any 
family.  I  will  say  further  that  we  were  highly  gratified,  at  least  I  was,  when  I  heard 
that  Captain  Taliaferro  hod  consented  to  teach  the  freedinen's  school  in  my  neighbor- 
hood. 1  was  anxious  to  have  a  school-house  erected  on  my  plAoe,  and  have  school  taught 
tliere,  and  was  gratified  when  they  told  me  that  Captain  Taliaferro  had  concluded  to 
take  the  school ;  but  1  had  never  heard  of  Taliaferro  at  the  time  he  took  my  mule ;  I 
had  never  heard  then  of  his  bein^  a  witness  in  connection  with  Ku-Klnx ;  politics  had 
nothing  to  do  in  it  with  me  or  with  the  gentlemen  who  censured  me  for  not  prosecnt- 
iug  him.  I  will  give  the  committee  the  name  of  a  gentleman  Mr.  Taliaferro  lived 
with  lost  year,  Mr.  Richard  Wooten — he  lives  near  Brooksville,  in  this  county,  and 
William  A.  May,  the  brother-in-law  of  Wooten.    My  farm  adjoins  May's. 

Question.  Did  Taliaferro  carry  on  planting  on  a  large  scale  here  f 

Answer.  No,  sir,  with  Wooten  as  a  hand.  That  is  my  information.  He  had  no  fkrm 
of  his  own. 

Question.  His  testimony  was  that  he  had  a  farm. 

Ausiver.  No,  he  had  no  farm  ;  ho  lived  with  Mr.  Wooten.  Wooten  has  not  a  Luge 
fumi  hiii)self ;  ho  is  a  man  of  moderate  means,  a  very  clever  man,  but  a  man  in  hnoi- 
ble  circumstauces.  Taliaferro  lived  the  year  before  with  Wooten.  Where  he  bad 
lived  before  that,  if  in  the  county,  I  do  not  know.  I  never  heard  of  him  nutil  be 
lived  at  Wooten^s. 

Question.  You  never  heard  of  him  as  carrying  on  farming  on  his  own  account  in  this 
county  f 

A7iswer.  No,  sir ;  he  worked  as  a  hand  with  Wooten,  is  my  information  ;  but  peo^ 
treated  him  kindly  in  1870,  and  up  to  the  time  of  his  leaviuff  the  country  under  ue 
6<i.*«picion  of  having  stolen  my  mule.  Up  to  the  time  when  he  left  imder  that  suspi- 
cion we  had  never  heard  anything  against  his  character. 

Question.  Do  yon  know  anything  of  any  efioits  to  intimidate  the  black  people  here, 
and  to  coerce  them  in  casting  their  votes  f 

Answer.  General,  I  do  not. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  anj^thing  of  the  kind  ? 

AK9ivey.  No,  sir ;  on  the  contrary,  if  there  is  any  intimidation  at  all,  it  is  the  other 
way.  The  black  people  Vote  together,  and  if  one  of  them  seeks  to  vote  differently 
from  the  way  the  most  of  them  vote  he  is  afraid  to  do  so.  There  is  a  man  now  at 
work  on  my  place  that  has  been  afraid  to  vote  to-day,  because  he  said  to  me,  "  I  waitf 
to  vote  for  certain  parties  who  have  not  been  nominated  by  the  black  people's  conven- 
tion, and  I  do  not  want  to  have  any  controversy  with  the  black  people,  and  so  I  will 
not  go  to  the  election  at  all  to-day .''  He  is  diiviug  my  wagon  here  to-day  in  town.  I 
will  give  his  name,  New  ton  Winters. 
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Queaiicn.  How  is  it  with  the  negroes  who  work  with  you  T 

Anmcer.  General,  I  neyer  had  any  conversation  with  them  on  the'snhjeot  of  politics. 
One  of  them  is  one  of  the  election  managers  at  Hughes's  box  to-day ;  Moses  Morgan. 
I  belicTe  there  are  about  six  or  seven,  five  to  seven,  others  on  my  place,  who  are  enti- 
tled to  vote,  and  I  do  not  know  to-day  how  either  of  them  will  vote.  I  will  say  for 
the  information  of  the  committee,  that  in  1869,  when  the  adoption  or  r^ection  of  our 
present  constitution  was  before  the  people  of  this  State,  at  the  request  of  the  planters, 
and  representing  their  interest,  I  consented,  althonch  not  entitled  to  a  vote,  or  to 
hold  office,  bein^at  that  time  a  disfranchised  man,  to  become  a  candidate  for  the  legis- 
lature, simply  ^  the  purpose  of  canvassing  the  county,  they  believing  that  I  had 
some  influence  with  the  negro  vote,  and  I  went  before  them  representing  the  white 
people  as  desirous  of  having  no  further  political  contest  with  the  black  people  on 
account  of  race  or  color;  that  in  1865  and  in  1867,  the  white  people  having  control  of 
the  legislation  of  the  country,  acts  were  passed,  of  which  the  negroes  complained,  I 
thought,  justly ;  that  when  that  legislature  of  1866  and  1867  adjourned  and  was  dis- 
solved, the  convention  met  in  1868,  which  was  purely  republican,  and  adopted  clauses 
in  the  constitution  which  disfranchised  the  white  people,  or  a  s;reat  many  of  them, 
and  which  we  believed  unjust.  My  proposition  to  the  black  men  of  the  community  was, 
now  let  us,  so  far  as  Noxubee  County  is  concerned,  have  no  further  quarrel  on  the  subject 
of  politics.  Here  is  Grcneral  Dent,  a  candidate  for  governor  on  one  ticket.  What  is  that  T 
The  conservative  ticket.  Here  is  General  Alcorn  on  the  other,  who  represents  what  is 
understood  a^  the  radical  or  republican  ticket.  I  do  not  care  which  of  these  you  vote 
for,  nor  do  the  white  i>eople  of  this  county,  but  le^slation  is  to  be  adopted  which 
is  to  govern  us  in  our  internal  relations,  the  one  with  the  other.  You  black  i)eople 
represent  the  boue  and  muscle  and  labor  of  the  country,  and  the  white  people  repre- 
sent the  capital.  In  a  great  man^  respects  labor  and  capital  conflict.  Their  interests 
vrill  conflict  in  many  respects,  but  in  aereat  many  other  respects  they  are  homogeneous. 
We  will  give  you  tne  senate,  if  you  desire  it,  and  we  will  take  the  representative 
branch  of  the  legislature,  so  that  if  one  side  is  disposed  to  pass  a  law  that  will  be 
prcgudicial  to  the  interests  of  the  other,  one  can  be  a  check  on  the  other.  So  far  as  I 
am  individually  concerned,  I  am  not  entitled  to  a  vote,  but  if  I  was  I  would  give  it  to 
Alcorn,  because  he  is  a  man  of  substance^ — a  man  of  our  own  State— a  man  that  I 
know.  With  that  proposition,  I  went  to  the  leaders  of  the  negroes  in  the  county,  and 
requested  them  to  go  with  me  around  and  discuss  this  matter  Jointly ;  and  we  had  on« 
discussion  at  Shuqualak — one  joint  discussion.  Dr.  Hill,  of  this  place,  was  on  the 
ticket  with  me ;  Mr.  Thomas,  a  former  sheriff,  and  Mr.  Duprez.  The  discussion  at 
Shuqulak  did  not  result  to  the  interest  of  what  they  understood  to  be  the  black  folk's 
ticket.  I  closed  the  argument.  They  put  a  school-teacher  down  there  to  catechise  me 
in  violation  of  the  regulations.  I  was  raised  there  in  the  neighborhood,  and  that  drew 
the  black  people  all  around  me.  At  the  close  of  my  argument,  a  little  before  dark,  I 
had  two  or  three  hundred  black  people  close  around  the  stand.  I  never  could  get 
another  joint  discussion,  and  I  never  could  get  ten  or  fifty  black  people  out  at  one  time 
to  hear  me  speak  until  the  night  before  election.  That  was  up  at  Deerbrook.  There  I 
made  another  speech  to  about  a  hundred  negroes.  The  next  morning  the  election  was 
to  open.  Going  out  from  where  I  spoke  east  towards  Brooksville,  I  expected  to  be  at 
the  election  at  Brooksville  early  the  next  morning.  Going  out  that  nighty  I  went  out 
a  mile  or  so,  and  staid  all  night,  and  came  on  Dr.  Mat.  Clay,  who  had  walked  down. 
There  were  more  freedmen,  and  they  made  me  stop  in  front  of  Clay's  gate  and 
reiterate  many  things  I  had  said  in  my  other  speech,  and  many  said  they  were  going 
to  vote  for  me.  One  negro,  who  seemed  to  be  the  leader,  said,  '^  I  want  to  see  you  at 
Brooksville,  to-morrow,  to  shake  your  hand."  The  next  morning  I  went  on  to  Brooks- 
ville, by  a  by-way.  Just  before  I  got  there,  I  came  upon  a  company  of  negroes,  march- 
ing with  a  drum,  up  to  a  school-house  near  the  edge  of  the  town.  When  I  came  up, 
they  shouted,  "  Hurrah  for  Jim  Reeves,"  and  came  around  me.  One  of  them  in  charge 
was  Walter  Myers,  near  here.  I  discovered  it  was  a  league,  and  they  told  me  how 
much  they  liked  me,  and  how  much  I  had  defended  them  m  their  little  difficulties,  but 
they  said,  "  Captain,  we  cannot  vote  for  you,  not  one  of  us.  We  like  you,  and  we 
want  to  hear  that  speech  you  made  last  night."  I  told  them  I  had  no  time  to  speak. 
They  weregoin^  with  arms;  many  of  them  had  their  pistols  buckled  around  them, 
and  as  I  was  iulormed,  they  proposed  to  march  up  into  Brooksville,  to  the  polls.  I  ad- 
vised them  not  to  do  tnat;  that  that  was  a  lawless  demonstration,  and  it  would  pro- 
voke retaliation,  and  they  had  better  not  do  anything  of  the  kind ;  that  so  far  as  I 
WU8  concerne<l,  I  had  always  told  them  I  did  not  care  how  they  voted ;  it  was  a  mat- 
ter of  siDuU  concern  to  me  how  they  voted ;  if  they  wanted  to  go,  to  send  their  men 
by  detail,  and  vote  by  detail,  but  not  march  up  in  procession ;  that  they  would  be  fired 
into  certainly  by  somebody ;  that  it  was  a  lawless  demonstration  to  march  up  in  pro- 
cession in  that  way,  with  arms,  and  they  had  better  not  do  it.  There  I  left  them. 
They  came  up  in  that  way.  I  have  never  known  any  white  man  in  the  county  to 
direct  the  vote  of  the  negro,  or  to  seek  to  intimidate  lum  in  any  way,  or  to  contiol 
him  in  his  political  movements  or  opinions. 
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Question.  Ton  speak  of  this  Loyal  League,  its  members  goine  around  in  armed  bodies, 
maJsing  their  appearance  on  such  occasions.  I  would  like  to  have  your  opinion  a» 
to  whether  or  not  the  existence  of  that  League  had  uiything  to  do  with  the  Ku-S[loz, 
OS  a  countervailing  organization  f 

Answer.  Well,  genenJ,  directly  after  the  surrender  the  negroes  organized  what  they 
called  freedmen's  aid  societies,  which  were  understood  to  h&  purely  charitable.  In  a 
little  while  it  began  to  be  public  and  understood  among  the  people  that  the  bhM^k 
pcoi>le  swore  in  that  society  to  stand  up  to  each  other,  and  support  each  other — ^to 
support  their  color  in  all  contests ;  and  whenever  a  difficulhr  occurred  in  the  country 
between  a  white  man  and  a  black  man,  the  blacks  invariably  rallied  en  moBse  without 
any  inquiry,  so  far  as  ever  came  under  my  observation,  relative  to  the  merits  of  the 
difficulty.  As  long  as  the  military  remained  in  the  country,  I  heard  of  no  counter  or- 
ganization among  the  white  people,  but  as  soon  as  the  military  was  removed,  and  the 
white  people  were  without  any  military  protection,  it  was  then  I  heard  that  there  were 
organizations  being  formed  i^mong  the  white  people  as  a  check  upon  these  other  organ- 
izations. 

Question,  For  protection! 

Answer,  For  protection.  I  remember,  I  think  it  was  some  time  in  the  early  part  of 
the  year  1870,  there  was  a  young  Mr.  Farmer  in  this  county  going  from  his  residence  to 
Brooksville,  sJong  a  lane  that  was  hedged  on  both  sides  with  burdock-hedge ;  he  was 
riding  a  wild  horse.  In  the  lane  he  met  one  of  these  companies  of  fireedmen's  aid 
or  Loyal  Leagues,  or  whatever  they  might  be.  There  was  a  young  colored  man  beat- 
ing a  drum,  and  he  got  pretty  close  to  the  fence,  or  hedge,  and  when  the  procession  got 
near  he  commenced  beating  the  drum  pretty  fast,  which  frightened  the  horse.  Farmer 
told  him  he  would  whip  him  if  he  ever  met  him  for  that  piece  of  impudence.  Some 
months  after  they  met  in  Brooksville  and  commenced  to  fight.  The  negro  was  tiie 
stouter  man  of  the  two,  and  threw  Farmer  or  knocked  him  down,  I  do  not  remember 
which.  The  negroes  crowded  around,  and  maybe  Mr.  John  Black  and  one  or  two 
white  men  ran  ap  and  stopped  the  fuss.  In  a  little  while  every  negro  in  the  town 
rallied  around.  They  caused- every  house  in  the  town  to  be  closed ;  every  white  man 
disappeared ;  there  were  onl^  fifteen  or  twenty.  Thoy  were  in  terror,  and  they  sent 
off— that  was  Saturday  I  thmk — for  assistance.  The  negroes  threatened  to  bum  the 
town.  Mr.  Farmer  was  arrested  and  placed  in  charge  of  the  officers  and  started  down 
here.  The  negroes  still  rallied  and  threatened  to  bum  the  town ;  and  on  Monday  there 
was  a  delegation  went  from  here  of,  I  do  not  know  how  many,  I  suppose  about  thirty 
negroes.  There  were  some  white  men  weni  up.  There  was  a  large  collection  of  men 
in  arms,  white  and  black.  The  white  men  got  in  and  got  possession  of  the  town,  and 
the  negroes  were  in  three  parties :  the  party  coming  from  Macon,  the  party  from  Deer- 
brook,  and  from  Crawfordville.  it  was  thought  there  was  going  to  be  a  very  seiions 
matter  of  it.  Isham  Stewart,  the  leading  negro  of  the  county,  was  here,  and  1  went  to 
him  and  told  him  he  had  influence  with  the  negroes  and  ought  to  stop  such  a  demon- 
stration. Ho  said  he  would  go  to  Brooksville,  but  he  was  afraid ;  that  if  he  went  up 
there  in  the  excited  condition  of  the  country,  his  position  being  known,  he  was  afraid 
the  white  men  would  shoot  him.  I  told  him  I  would  go  with  him  if  he  would  go  and 
make  the  negroes  go  home ;  that  I  understood  the  white  people  had  assembled  to  kec^ 
the  ueipoes  from  burning  the  town.  I  went  to  the  depot  to  get  a  car,  but  there  wa<« 
no  engme  there.  I  went  to  the  superintendent,  Mr.  Hosford,  and  told  him  he  must 
send  us  up  in  some  way,  and  he  put  us  on  a  hand-car,  and  we  went  up  within  a  mile 
of  Brooksville,  and  all  along  the  road  we  were  passing  armed  negroes.  Isham  turned 
back  all  we  passed.  We  got  within  a  mile  of  the  town  and  found  the  main  party  of 
the  negroes  that  had  left  here  halted.  They  said  they  had  received  information  that 
the  matter  had  been  compromised  and  settled  between  the  white  folks  and  the  blacks. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  What  year  was  that  t 
Answer,  That  was  in  1870, 1  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

QtiesUon,  Ton  think  it  was  organizations  of  that  kind,  and  the  threatening  demon- 
strations made,  that  created  the  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  whites  to  organize  some 
countervailing  society  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  tnat  has  been  my  impression. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  recently  anything  in  regard  to  the  affair  that  took  place  over 
in  Lowndes  County  at  a  negro  meeting,  where  a  white  man  named  Lee  was  shot  by 
themf 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir.  I  heard  something  of  it.  I  was  at  my  plantation,  within  twelve 
miles  of  there,  when  it  occurred. 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  of  itt 

Answer,  I  heard  two  statements. 

QuesiUm,  What  were  they  t 
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Answer.  I  heard  from  a  nefi^  man  that  Mr.  Lee  had  gone  np  to  where  some  parties  were 
speaking  and  had  made  some  remark  which  the  negro  could  not  hear,  and  thereupon  some- 
lM>dy  fired  a  pistol,  and  from  that  the  row  occurred.    He  was  in  the  hack  part  of  the 
crowd,  and  could  not  see.  He  left  there  as  soon  as  it  was  ascertained  that  Lee  was  killed. 
Then  I  heard  from  Dr.  Inahinet,  a  citizen  of  this  county,  and  a  republican,  on  the  board 
of  supervisors  appointed  by  General  Alcorn,  who  was  in  the  immediate  neighborhood,  I 
that  his  infoimatiou  was  that  Lee  went  into  the  crowd.    He  was  a  stranger  at  Artesin.  > 
These  parties  had  marched  in  with  music  and  banners  flying,  and  had  halted.    He  1 
went  up.    They  were  halted  somewhere  near  the  line  of  the  railroad,  and  he  went  to  < 
where  they  were,  and  some  man  asked  him  where  he  was  going.    He  was  goiue  np  near 
where  the  speaker  was,  and  he  said  he  was  going  to  hear  what  that  fellow  had  to  say ; 
and  thereupon  an  altercation  occurred  between  him  and  a  negro,  and  one  of  them,  with 
a  saber,  struck  him  behind  the  head  a  very  serious  blow. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Struck  Lee  f 

Ansu:er,  Yes,  sir ;  and  others  shot  him.  There  were  a  good  many  shots  fired ;  I  do 
not  know  how  many.  Inabinet  stated  farther,  in  that  conversation,  that  he  was  going 
through  Oktibbeha  County  Ihe  next  day  or  two  afterward,  and  came  upon  a  body  of 
white  men  lying  at  a  bridge  a  half  a  mile  fh)m  Starksville.  They  said  they  had  sent 
a  scout  on.  They  underst^>d  the  negroes  were  at  a  church  a  few  miles  below,  and  they 
were  lying  there  waiting  to  know  what  they  were  to  do.  He  came  on  a  little  farther 
to  Starksville,  and  was  informed  that  the  negroes  were  encamped  at  a  little  church 
between  there  and  Artesia.  He  came  on  down  within  two  miles  of  the  church,  and 
found  two  white  men  in  the  road  holding  their  horses,  who  seemed  to  bo  on  picket,  or 
Komethiug  that  way.  They  told  him  he  had  better  not  go  any  farther ;  that  the  ne- 
groes had  possession  of  the  church,  and  were  swearing  vengeance  against  any  white 
man  that  went  in  that  direction;  but,  I  suppose,  relying  on  his  party  affiliations,  he 
went  on.  He  said  he  l>ecame  uneasy,  but  he  went  on.  When  he  got  there  he  found 
the  negroes  breaking.  A  negro  by  the  name  of  Nettles  had  come  there  and  broken 
them  up.  The  way  the  negroes  came  together  was,  a  party  had  gone  out  to  arrest 
some  negroes  from  Artesia,  and  they  had  refused  to  be  arrested ;  and  the  officers  had 
gone  on  to  Nettle's  house,  still  farther  west,  in  the  neighborhood  of  the  Choctaw  agency, 
and  he  was  not  at  home.  Thereupon  the  leader  of  that  party  had  gone  to  protect  Net- 
tles, and  put  his  people  in  camp  at  this  church. 

Question.  By  whose  order  was  the  arrest  attempted? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  except  from  information.  I  understood  that  warrants  were 
issued  by  Judge  Orr,  the  circuit  judge  of  this  district. 

Question.  To  arrest  the  negroes  engaged  in  the  killing  of  Lee  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qti€8t«o}i.  Were  any  arrested  T 

Answer.  I  understood  there  were  a  great  many  arrested,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  bear  that  the  men  engaged  in  arresting  them  under  Judge 
Orr's  order  had  been  themselves  arrested! 

Aiiswer.  I  learned  that  yesterday,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  any  tiling  had  been  done  to  the  sheriff  for  making  the 
arrests? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  he  and  the  deputies  who  had  assisted  in  the  arrest, 
and  the  citizens  who  had  been  summoned  to  assist  them,  had  all  been  arrested. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  the  justice  of  the  peace  who  had  made  the  first  order  for 
their  arrest  had  been  dismissed  from  office  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  heard  nothing  except  in  connection  with  Judge  Orr  and  the  sheriff 
and  his  deputies. 

Question.  Was  not  practical  resistance  made  to  the  arrest  T 

Answer,  I  think  the  militaiy  came  in.  The  negroes  resisted  until  the  military  came. 
That  is  my  information  from  Dr.  Inabinet.  When  he  got  to  Artesia  they  had  a  military 
guard  there.  That  was  the  day  before,  he  told  me ;  the  next  morning  after  the  occur- 
rence. 

Question,  United  States  troops4 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  United  States  troops. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Assisted  in  arresting  the  negroes  t 

Answer.  That  is  what  I  understood,  that  they  were  there  to  assist,  or  were  assisting. 
My  understanding  is  that  they  were  assisting  at  the  time,  under  the  authority  receiv^ 
from  Judge  Orr  and  the  sheriff. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  pretext  for  arresting  the  sheriff  and  others  engaged  in  mak- 
ing these  arrests  f 
Answer,  I  did  not  learn  the  particulars ;  I  just  learned  that  it  had  been  done  by  t^^ 
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order  from  Judge  Hill,  Unitod  States  district  judge  of  our  district ;  upon  what  sort  of 
proceedings  I  do  not  know.    I  just  learned  the  fact  that  it  had  heen  done.    In  rel^on 


that  the  mass  of  the  people  are  anxious  to  do  right,  hut  a  few  political  leaders  of  hoth 
parties,  who  have  been  seeking  office  and  place,  nave  produced  whatever  mischief  has 
been  done  in  a  political  way,  in  this  county  at  least. 

By  Mr.  Ricb: 

Question.  Do  yon  think  the  En-Klnx  organization  was  made  for  the  purpose  of  pro- 
tecting the  whites  against  this  organization  among  the  colored  people  f 

Answer.  That  is  my  belief,  from  the  information  I  have. 

QaestUm.  Tlien  your  opinion  is  that  that  organization  was  composed  of  good'men  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  there  must  have  b^n  some  good  men  in  it,  from  the  repntap- 
tion  which  they  have  made  as  to  practices.  There  must  have  been  some  good  men  in 
it.    I  do  not  suppose  they  ought  to  have  had  trifling  men. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  is  the  rate  of  taxation  in  this  State  now  f 

Answer.  The  tax  is  a  matter  of  record.  The  State  prescribes  an  ad  valorem  tax,  for 
State  tax,  and  the  county  supervisors  regulate  the  county,  and  can  put  on  what  they 
please. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  The  first  part  of  your  examination  related  to  the  case  of  Betsy  Lucas,  and 

?oui  went  on  to  say  that  a  party  of  men  went  on  to  Jackson  Cosby 's,  Hinton's,  and 
dice's,  all  of  whom  lived  with  black  women  as  concubiues.  and  that  they  whipped  the 
women,  and  directed  them  to  leave.  Did  you  understand  how  large  a  number  of  men 
were  concerned  in  the  purification  of  that  locality  T 

Answer.  I  think,  to  the  best  of  my  recollection,  there  were  only  eight  or  ten ;  not 
more  than  ten,  perhaps. 

Question,  By  what  refinement  of  ethics  were  the  women  whipped  and  the  men  left 
to  go  free  f 

Answer.  Well,  ju^e?  the  presumption  by  outsiders  now  is  that  the  men  were  whipped 
and  they  deny  it.  Tnat  was  the  impression,  that  the  men  were  whipped^ and  t}iey  deny 
it.  The  women  were  whipped,  and  they  acknowleds^e  it.  I  do  not  know  by  what  re- 
finement of  ethics  it  was  clone.  If  I  had  been  there  I  should  have  as  certainly  allowed 
it  to  the  rascals  as  the  women. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  the  black  women  say  that  their  paramours  were 
whipped  as  well  as  themselves  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  that  they  said  anything  about  it,  except  that  they 
acknowledge  that  they  were  whipped  themselves. 

Question.  Is  it  not  fair  to  presume  that  they  would  have  spoken  of  their  lovers  hav- 
ing been  whipped  as  well  as  themselves,  if  they  had  been  whipped  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  so,  unless  they  were  induced  by  their  lovers  to  withhold  the  fact« 
because  the  odium  which  would  attach  to  them  for  having  been  whipped  for  such  a 
thiug  in  the  community  would  have  necessarily  driven  them  away. 

Question.  Were  these  four  gentlemen  whom  you  have  named  cotton-planters  f 

Answer.  When  you  speak  of  a  planter,  jud^o,  the  idea  conveyed  is  of  a  man  of  ex- 
tensive means.  We  have  a  sort  of  distinction  here.  When  we  say  a  farmer,  we  znean 
a  man  of  but  little  means.  Those  men  are  farmers,  and  by  saying  that  I  mean  tha# 
they  are  men  of  moderate  means. 

Question.  Owning  laud  and  cultivating  it  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  but  only  small  places.  I  do  not  suppose  they  own  over  two  hun- 
dred and  forty  acres  of  land. 

Question.  Not  able,  probably,  to  indulge  in  the  luxury  of  regular  wives  t 

Answer.  O,  ves,  sir ;  there  is  no  difficulty  on  that  score.  Our  theory  is  in  this  coon- 
tiy  that  a  wird  will  support  herself. 

Question.  In  this  matter  of  miscegenation  in  this  paft  of  the  country,  is  it  your  inlor- 
matiou  that  the  black  women  seduce  the  white  men,  or  that  the  white  men  seduce  the 
black  women  ? 

Answer.  I  think  they  are  both  pretty  well  seduced  together.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
much  seduction  either  way. 

Question.  Is  that  practice  so  uncommon  in  the  country  that  it  is  thought  worthy  oC 
a  Ku-Klux  visitation  in  onler  to  correct  such  irregularity  f 

Answer.  Well,  living  together,  as  I  uuderstand  they  were  living  together,  is  a  thing 
that  18  very  uncommon.  I  do  not  know  any  other  instance  within  my  kno^edge 
either  in  this  country  or  elsewhere.  That  white  men  and  black  women  have  frmoeot 
'  tercourbc  I  have  no  doubt  is  true,  but  that  they  live  together  as  these  partiea  did.  m 

thing  of  rare  occurrence. 
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Question .  That  is  regarded  as  more  obnoxious  than  these  accidental  or  occasional 
Ciises  of  sexusd  commerce  ? 

Jnsicer,  Yes,  sir.  '  ' 

Qu€8iion.  Is  the  practice  itself  of  sexnal  commerce  between  the  two  races  frowned 
upon  and  denounced  by  the  community  generally  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  infoL-mation,  that  persons  of  respectability  denounce  it 
of  both  races. 

Question,  In  point  of  fact,  there  are  a  great  many  of  the  mahogany  color  in  this 
community  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  a  great  many.  There  are,  however,  fewer  than  a  person  would  sup- 
pose from  a  knowledge  of  the  former  condition  of  society  here,  though  there  are  a 
good  many. 

Question.  In  the  presence  of  the  great  fact  that  this  commerce  between  the  two  races 
has  been  going  on  for  geuerations  here,  how  do  you  account  for  the  severe  denuncia- 
tion by  the  democratic  party  against  what  is  called  negro  equality  t 

Answer.  Upon  the  same  principle  on  which  I  would  account  for  the  fact  that  a  man 
at  the  North  will  go  to  a  house  where  lewd  women  hold  themselves  out  for  sale,  aud 
havo  intercourse  with  them,  and  yet  refuse  to  introduce  those  women  into  his  family. 
Just  upon  the  same  principle  it  is  done. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  opinion  has  been  a  sincere  and  well-gronndod  one,  that 
the  introduction  of  negro  suffir^e  would  tend  to  produce  social  equality  among  the 
two  races  f 

A  newer.  I  think  that  it  has  prevailed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent.  The  people  think  that 
the  natural  result  of  it  must  be  in  time  to  break  down  to  a  considerable  extent  that 
barrier  which  has  heretofore  been  interposed  between  the  two  races  in  a  social  point 
of  view. 

Qw^ion.  Do  the  southern  white  men  apprehend  any  danger  to  their  own  virtue,  or 
that  tlieir  own  principles  will  be  undermnied,  and  that  they  will  be  led  to  intermarry 
with  the  negroes  because  of  the  extension  of  equal,  civil,  and  political  rights  to  the 
blacks  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  of  any  suQh  apprehension  as  that  on  the  part  of  the  southern 
men,  sir. 

Question.  They  do  not  apprehend  that  they  themselves  will  ever  be  in  danger  of 
intermixiug  freely,  socially,  and  sexually  with  the  blacks? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  the  apprehension  seems  to  be  this :  that  the  conferring  of  the  right 
of  suffrage  on  the  negro,  and  his  equality  before  the  law,  and  his  right  to  all  the  privi- 
leges of  the  free  schools,  will  in  process  of  time  bring  the  two  races  together  in  the 
school-room  as  children,  and  that  in  that  way  the  principles  of  their  children  and  the 
rising  generation  will  eventually  be  more  or  less  a3fectea.    That  is  the  apprehension. 

QiuistUm.  The  apprehension  is  founded  on  the  fear  that  they  will  be  brougnt  together 
in  the  school-room  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  this  contaminating  influence,  as  we  regard  it,  wiU  be  brought 
about  upon  the  white  race  in  that  way  eventually.  There  is  no  immediate  danger 
apprehended  now. 

Question.  Have  not  the  two  races  been  raised  side  by  side  from  time  immemorial, 
under  the  same  roof,  intermingling  as  children,  aud  growing  up  together  as  young  men 
and  young  women  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  that  the  school-room  will  be  any  more  dangerous  to  their 
virtue? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ^  iu  this  wa^:  when  they  mingled  together  heretofore  the  white 
child  recognized  his  own  superiority ;  he  was  the  cliild  of  the  owner,  and  the  negro  or 
colored  child  was  recognized  as  the  child  of  the  sla'f  e.  The  negro  himself  recognized 
that  supposed  superiority,  and  in  recognizing  it  showed  a  proper  deference.  When  ^ou 
-would  see  the  negro  child  aud  the  white  child  at  play  together  around  the  plantation, 
the  negro  child  invariably  gave  way  to  the  white,  and  the  white  children  were  often 
domineering  in  consequence. 

Question.  Did  it  not  follow  as  a  necessary  result,  from  the  fact  that  the  one  was  the 
dominant  and  the  other  the  inferior  or  servile  race,  that  the  negro  women  had  not  the 
same  power  of  resisting  the  lust  and  temptations  of  the  master  or  the  master's  son  i 

Answer.  1  suppose  that  that  had  a  great  deal  to  do  with  it. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  the  dangers  of  sexual  commerce  between  the  two 
races  are  greatly  diminished  by  the  fact  that  the  blacks  are  now  £ree1 

Answer.  I  think  it  has  been  very  little  diminished. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  the  blacks,  as  a  matter  of  choice,  would  seek  to  inter- 
marry with  the  whites  f 

Answer.  I  do. 

Question.  What  evidence  have  you  of  that? 

Ansicer.  Just  this  evidence,  judge,  that  as  the  black  woman  sought  the  superior,  or 
"whito  man,  to  have  intercourse  with  him,  the  black  man  has  always  sought,  as  wo 
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iin<1erstancl^  to  have  interconrse  with  the  white  woman  when  ho  could,  tm  account  of 
tbi.H  8njK»riority  of  race. 

Oucstian.  I  ask  what  evidence  yon  have  that  the  hlacks,  as  a  matter  of  choice,  would 
seeK  to  intermarry  with  the  whitest 

An8\cer,  I  say  that  the  evidence  of  that  resnlts  ttom  this  known  principle  existing  in 
the  minds  of  the  negroes  to  seek  intercourse  with  the  superior  race.  Tnat  is  the  evi- 
dence I  have. 

Question.  Yon  have  no  idea  that  the  white  race  here  would  ever  seek  to  intermarry 
with  the  black  race! 

An8xcer.  No,  not  as  a  class;  certainly  not.  There  are  instances  where  white  men 
have  married  black  women,  and  where  black  men  have  married  white  women. 

QueBt'ion.  Are  they  not  so  extremely  rare  as  to  be  regarded  as  exceptional  cases  f 

Amwei\  Yes,  sir,  they  are;  but  I  will  state  to  you  frankly  that  they  are  rare,  and 
the  more  so  on  account  of  the  fear  of  severe  punishment  on  the  part  of  both  races. 

QiieBtion,  Have  you  any  law  upon  your  statute-book  forbidding  the  intemuurii^  of 
the  races  t 

Ansic&r,  We  formerly  had  until  the  civil-rights  bill  was  passed  by  Congress. 

Question,  You  have  none  nowt 

Ansiper,  None. 

Question.  Yet  you  know  of  no  intermarriage  taking  place  between  the  two  races  T 

Answer.  Not  in  my  own  county,  except  occasionally  I  notice  such  things  in  the  news- 
papers. / 

Question.  The  two  races  are  entirely  free  T 

An8U}er.  Stop  a  moment.  Mr.  Smith,  who  came  here  a  Federal  soldier  and  was  dis- 
charged, married  a  no[p:o  woman  in  this  town ;  and  a  young  man  raised  in  the  conntj 
married,  by  the  dictation,  as  I  understood,  of  a  negro  magistrate  in  Kemper  County,  a 
negro  woman.  He  got  his  license  in  this  county  and  went  into  Kemper  and  was  mar- 
ried by  William  Nave,  the  negro  magistrate.  I  dislike  to  give  the  names,  but  I  can  do 
se.  The  young  man  was  of  as  respectable  connection  as  any  man  in  this  oommanity. 
He  wns  a  boy  hardly  twenty-one  years  old.  He  was  left  by  his  mother  on  the  home- 
stead farm,  after  the  death  of  his  father  and  the  family  broke  up,  to  control  and  direct 
the  farm,  and  this  woman  went  there,  and  he  became  intimate  with  her,  and  lived 
with  her  as  these  men  up  here,  Cosby  and  the  others,  and  the  young  men  of  the  neigh- 
borhood met  and  told  him  he  must  ^et  rid  of  that  woman:  that  she  must  leave  there; 
that  they  could  not  permit  him  to  live  in  that  way  with  ner.  He  consulted,  as  I  am 
informed,  with  the  negro  magistrate.  Bill  Nave,  of  Kemperly,  to  know  what  to  do,  and 
Nave  told  him  there  was  but  one  way,  to  go  and  get  a  license  and  marry  the  woman, 
and  set  them  at  defiance ;  that  he  had  the  right  under  the  law  to  do  it ;  and  he  did  rL 
The  license  was  issued ;  the  re^ster  here  issued  it.  Those  are  two  instances  thi^  have 
oocuiTed  in  that  way.  This  Mr.  Smith  came  here  a  Federal  soldier.  He  was  dia- 
cbarged  from  some  cause  by  the  Federal  ofBcers  here.  He  lived  here ;  he  was  acon»- 
mon laborer  about;  worked  at  the  depot;  he  became  intimate  with  this  woman  and 
married  her.  This  other  young  man  married  under  the  circumstances  I  have  m^i- 
tioned. 

Question,  Was  it  a  common  circumstance  before  the  war  for  the  owner  of  stavea  to 
number  his  own  children  among  his  slaves  t 

Anstoer.  I  do  not  think  it  was,  sir.  It  was  occasionally  the  fact,  but  it  was  not  a 
common  circumstance. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  such  cases  t 

Ansu)€r.  O,  yes ;  I  have  heard  of  such  cases. 

Question.  You  ouce  heard  of  a  Vice-President  of  the  United  States  having  quite  a 
family  of  colored  children,  did  you  nott 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir;  Eichard  M.  Johnson,  of  Kentucky. 

Qtiestioiu  Was  not  his  example  followed  to  a  greater  or  less  extent  thronghont  aU  tlie 
Southern  States? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  his  example  was  followed.    I  state  the  fac^ 

Question.  Similar  cases? 

Answer.  I  have  stated  the  fact  already  that  there  were  instances  of  that  kind,  bnt 
whose  example  caused,  or  whether  it  originated  before  Johnson's  time  or  when,  I  can- 
uot  say. 

Question.  Do  you  think  that  since  the  slave  has  become  a  fireeman  cohabitation 
tween  the  two  races  is  on  the  increase  or  is  diminishing  ? 

Anstver.  I  have  already  stated  that  I  think  it  has  been  greatly  diminishing.  It  _  _ 
suits  from  this  fact,  that  the  youn^  men  of  the  country  x^o  used  to  indulge  in  these 
things  when  there  were  no  such  things  as  chartered  lewd  houses  in  this  country  anv- 
where,  and  the  colored  people  were  slaves,  were  not  afraid  of  being  prosecnted  or 
brought  up  before  the  law  il  from  this  intercourse  a  child  should  result,  but  now  they 
apprehend  such  a  result  as  that,  which  would  be  disgraceful.  For  that  reason,  if  * 
no  othei;  this  thing  has  diminished. 

Question.  It  operates  as  a  restraint  upon  them  that  they  may  be  prosecuted  for 
tardj  T 
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Ansvoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Tou  spoke  about  May's  place  in  the  bottom  and  certain  colored  people  wbo 
irere  driven  oat  of  the  swamp.    Who  did  this  swamp  belong  to  t 

Answer,  A  portion  of  it  to  tne  United  States.  I  reckon  some  of  it  is  public  land, 
and  it  belonged  to  different  parties.  Many  persons  in  this  prairie  out  here  not  having 
^nongh  timber,  go  in  and  bay  a  small  piece  there. 

Q^tiom,  Did  yon  understand  that  these  men  who  were  driven  out  were  settlers  upon 
the  public  lands  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  they  were  tenants  of  Mr.  May,  or  hired  by  him. 

QumUon,  They  did  not  live  on  the  Government  land,  but  on  his  place  ? 

Answer,  That  is  my  information. 

Qmeslion,  His  plantation  included  their  fields  t 

Answer,  I  think  they  have  one  little  field  in  the  swamp,  but  I  do  not  know  of  but  one. 

Question,  Is  that  field  on  Qovemment  landf 

Answer,  No,  sir;  that  is  Mr.  May's.  I  do  not  know  that  there  is  any  (government 
land  in  there  at  M,  Judge.  There  is  a  great  deal  of  Government  land  across  the  river, 
aud  it  may  extend  across. 

Question.  Do  you  say  this  forcible  ejection  was  with  or  against  Mr.  May's  consent  t 

Answer,  It  was  against  his  consent.  It  was  Just  a  notice  to  these  hands  that  were 
there  that  on  account  of  depredations  which  had  been  committed  in  the  neighborhood 
upon  the  stock,  the  community  would  not  permit  them  to  remain. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  men  did  you  understand  was  engaged  in  this  ejec- 
tion? 

Anstcer,  Three. 

Question.  Only  three? 

Answer.  Three.  They  were  not  disguised,  and  were  strangers  to  the  negroes. 

Question.  Have  their  names  ever  been  ascertained  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  have  ever  heard. 

Question.  How  many  families  were  removed  f 

Answer,  I  think  there  were  five. 

Question,  Were  they  taken  into  the  public  highway  and  dumped  down,  or  what  be- 
came of  them  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  took  and  hauled  them  to  Mr.  May's  home  place  and  to  Mr. 

Question,  You  say  a  man  named  George  H.  Dare  was  indicted  for  stealing  stock  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  hogs  near  that  same  place. 

Question.  And  that  he  has  fled  f 

Answer,  He  has  fled  or  gone. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Is  it  not  quite  common  that  in  stealing  stock  some  worthless  white  man 
associates  with  him  negroes  f 

Answer,  It  is  not  now ;  it  was  directly  after  the  surrender,  before  society  became 
settled  down.  There  were  a  great  many  such  organizations  as  that,  white  men  at  the 
head  of  them,  aud  they  would  send  negroes  in  to  do  the  dirty  work,  and  get  out  the 
property,  and  they  would  get  the  benefit  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Was  Bully  Jack  a  bad  negro  f 

Answer,  I  only  knew  him  from  reputation ;  just  what  his  brother-in-law,  John  Hill, 
gave  him. 

Question,  Hill  hadl>een  prosecuted  for  his  murder,  had  he  not  ? 

Ansujer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  discharged. 

Question,  And  he  was  the  man  that  gave  him  a  bad  character  f 

Answer,  He  said  what  I  repeated. 

Question,  You  never  heard  anything  against  his  character  except  from  Hill  f 

Answer,  I  never  heard  anythmg  of  his  character  one  way  or  the  other. 

Question,  Yon  spoke  of  the  Willbanks  plantation,  and  said  something  about  the  yard 
T>eine  full  of  men,  and  one  of  them  having  slapped  a  negro  woman.  Did  you  under* 
stand  that  those  men  were  disguised  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  large  a  body  of  men  did  you  understand  they  were  f 

Answer,  Somewhere  from  twenty  to  thirty. 

Question,  Was  this  in  day-time  or  night-time  t 

Answer,  At  nighty  I  understood. 

Question,  Did  you  understand  for  what  purpose  this  body  of  men  was  upon  thai 
plantation  in  the  ni^ht-time  f  -*^ 

Answer.  No,  sir.  A  cistern  is  on  the  road-side,  and  they  were  tiieie  at  tlie  oiiieni, 
snd  out  by  the  road,  and  the  man  thatstmck  this  woman  walked  to  the  cabin. 

Question*  They  were  watering  their  horses  t 

Answer,  No,  sir;  they  were  watering  themeelyee. 

36m 
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Question.  Did  you.  understand  what  mission  they  were  on  f 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Did  you  hear  of  any  mischief  they  committed  that  night  f 

Answer,  That  was  the  night  on  which  they  say  Dick  Malone  was  killed. 

Question.  How  far  was  this  from  where  Dick  Malone  was  killed,  on  the  Malone 
plantation  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  the  distance  exactly ;  I  suppose  not  more  than  a  mile  and 
a  half. 

Question,  This  Bridges  was  the  constahle  who  had  charge  of  this  voung  negro,  and 
who  had  confined  him  in  a  room,  chained  him,  and  left  him  hy  himself,  in  an  cut- 
house? 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  whether  he  chained  him.  I  said  in  my  direct  examination,  or 
intended  to  say,  that  I  did  not  know  whether  he  chained  him,  or  how  he  fastened  hun, 
hut  he  was  put  in  an  out-house,  in  the  yard,  or  near  his  dwelling. 

Question,  The  negroes  supposed  that  Bridges  was  implicated  in  some  way  in  the 
disappearance  of  the  negro  hoy  and  his  probahle  murder,  or  responsibility  for  it  T 

Answer,  I  suppose  that  they  did,  sir ;  that  they  thought  that  he  had  either  aided  iu 
or  consented  to  liis  being  taken. 

Question,  From  your  examination  of  that  case,  what  is  your  opinion  as  to  the  theory 
of  the  negroes  of  the  complicity  of  the  constable ;  was  it  well-founded  or  not  t 

Answer,  From  mj  knowledge  of  the  constable,  judge^  I  think  there  is  no  shadow  of 
ground  for  entertaining  any  belief  of  foul  play.  Ho  is  rather  a  delicate  man,  and 
formerly  lived  near  this  place,  and  I  have  known  him  a  great  many  years.  He  is  one 
among  the  last  men  who  would  be  engaged  in  violence. 

Question,  Has  anybody  been  indicted  or  arrested  for  the  murder  of  this  boy  f 

Answer,  Not  that  I  know  of. 

Question.  Is  it  supposed  that  he  is  dead? 

Answer,  My  information  is  to  the  contrary ;  that  he  is  living. 

Qu/isiion.  Has  he  ever  been  seen  since  f 

Answer,  I  have  understood  that  he  has  been  seen  at  Artesia,  but  I  do  not  know  anv- 
tbing  of  it  myself. 

Question.  The  negroes  up  there  believe  that  he  has  been  killed! 

Anstvcr,  I  think  not;  I  think  the  negroes  now  generally  beliete  that  be  is  alive. 

^esiion.  But  at  the  time  they  made  the  raid  on  Bridge8*s  house  they  were  of  tht 
opinion  that  the  boy  had  been  killed  through  the  negligence  or  complicity  o: 
Bridges? 

Answer,  What  they  generally  believed,  I  cannot  say.  The  men  I  am  defending  63} 
they  engaged  in  that  aliair  that  night  from  fear  of  the  black  men  who  were  leading ; 
that- they  came  on  the  i)Iace  armed,  where  they  lived,  and  said  they  came  for  so  mauj 
black  men  from  each  plantation,  to  come  and  hunt  this  fellow  and  take  up  Bridget 
This  is  their  explanation  to  me  ;  that  they  did  not  engage  in  this  riotous  pro- 
ceeding voluntarily,  but  were  forced  by  the  leaders  out  there,  who  ordered  so  many 
from  each  plantation. 

Question,  How  many  negroes  have  been  arrested  on  a  charge  of  riot — that^  I  suppose, 
is  the  charge  ? 

Answer,  Ifes,  sir. 

Question,  For  this  raid  on  Bridges's  house  ? 

Answer,  I  think  seventeen  or  eighteen. 

Question,  They  are  now  under  bond,  or  lying  in  jail,  are  they  not? 

Anstcer,  They  are  under  bond,  most  of  them.  There  may  be  one  or  two  of  the  lca<I- 
ei's  still  in  jail ;  I  do  not  know  how  that  is. 

Question,  How  happens  it  that  where  a  negro  man  is  killed,  shot,  or  hung,  or  out- 
rageously whipped,  nobody  can  be  found  guilty  of  the  outrage,  and  nobody  i&  brought 
to  justice,  and  nobody  punished,  and  yet  sixteen  or  seventeen  negroes  for  this  outrage, 
which  resulted  in  no  personal  harm  to  Bridges,  are  arrested  at  once,  and  put  on  bail  or 
in  prison  ? 

Ar^cer,  I  cannot  tell  how  it  occurs  that  men  escape  for  killing  negroes.  I  can  oolv 
say  this,  in  relation  to  the  arrest  of  these  negroes,  that  they  were  in  the  house  talking 
with  Mrs.  Bridges,  and  she  recognized  the  leaders,  and  from  the  leaders  they  got  the 
information  as  to  the  others.  That  is  the  way  they  came  to  find  out  these  negroes. 
They  went  into  her  house  and  built  up  a  light,  and  showed  themselves  to  her,  and 
talked  with  her. 

Question,  But,  having  heard  of  the  white  riders,  the  men  who  put  on  disguises,  and 
go  on  horseback  at  midnight,  armed,  and  break  open  the  defenseless  dwelling  of  a 
negro,  take  him  out  and  whip  him,  or  kill  him — have  you  known  of  punishment  in  such 
a  case? 

Anstoer,  I  have  never  known  a  white  man  to  do  any  such  thing  as  you  speak  ofl 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  where  any  man  concerned  in  Uiese  mid- 
night outrages  has  been  brought  to  justice? 

Answer,  No,  sir.    I  have  known  ot  their  arrest. 
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Question,  Ton  say  yon  have  not  known  of  white  men  committing  snch  acts  ? 

Answer.  I  say  I  have  heard  of  one  white  man  at  Meridian,  of  whom  yon  may  have 
heard  already,  who  was  arrested  by  a  negro  who  claimed  the  $5,000  reward  offered  by 
General  Alcorn.  The  name  of  the  white  man  I  do  not  remember ;  he  was  a  Ireedmen 
school  teacher  there.  The  negro  who  was  whipped  at  the  town  of  Meridian,  as  I  nnder- 
Ktood,  was  a  ne^o  from  Samter  Connty,  and  this  man  had  been  arrested  for  whipping 
the  negro,  on  Ills  visit  to  Meridian;  why  it  is  that  these  parties  should  perpetrate 
these  murders  on  negroes  I  cannot  tell.  They  did  kill,  right  here  in  our  community, 
three  yeai's  ago,  a  Mr.  Brown.  He  left  here  in  the  afternoon  to  go  to  the  depot  toti^e 
a  train.  He  was  a  butcher,  and  had  a  large  amount  of  money  on  his  person,  for  a  man 
in  his  circumstances,  and  was  going  up  the  road  to  buy  cattle.  He  disappeared :  no- 
body knew  what  became  of  him.  He  was  gone  ten  days  before  he  was  found.  »ome 
yoong  man  was  up  the  river  fishing,  about  ten  days  afterwards,  and  found  the  body  in 
the  river.  He  was  bloated  so  he  could  not  be  recognized.  His  wife  recognized  him  by 
his  clothes.    Nobody  could  ever  be  discovered ;  everybody  tried. 

Question,  That  is  rather  an  exceptional  case  where  a  wMte  man  is  murdered,  and  the 
murderers  are  not  discovered  and  brought  to  justice  f        * 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  that  it  is  where  a  man  is  assassinated  in  that  wav. 

By  Mr.  Biair  :  * 

Question.  There  is  a  recent  case  in  Artcsia  where  a  white  man  was  murdered,  shot  in 
open  day  by  a  mob  of  negroes,  and  the  murderers  were  arrested  upon  a  warrant  from  a 
circuit  judge,  and  the  oliicers  serving  tho|)roce8S  have  themselves  been  arrested,  have 
they  not  ? 

^1 71  surer.  That  is  my  understanding; 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Have  you  ever  known  of  a  case  in  this  community  where,  as  the  committee 
are  informed,  there  have  been,  from  first  to  last,  a  great  many  murders  and  whippings 
of  negro  men  ;  have  you  ever  known  a  case  where  a  reward  was  offered  by  the  public 
authorities,  or  citizens,  for  the  detection  of  the  murderers  ? 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  remember  one,  sir. 

Question,  Has  that  expedient  never  occurred  to  the  good  men  of  the  community  as  a 
practical  and  efficient  method  of  ferreting  out  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  f 

Ansipcr,  It  has,  sir,  and  our  legislature  at  its  last  session  made  an  appropriation  of 
$50,000,  to  be  used  by  General  Alcorn  as  a  secret  fund  for  that  purpose.  How  he  has 
applied  it  we  have  no  means  of  knowing.  Fifty  thousand  dollars  was  appropriated  by 
the  last  legislature  for  the  very  purpose  you  speak  of,  judge.  The  people  of  this 
county  are  not  able  to  pay  these  rewards.  We  pay  a  heavy  taxation,  and  it  takes 
everything  of  the  little  fortunes  we  have  to  make  a  support. 

Question,  Is  that  the  reason  rewards  are  not  offered  t 

Anmver,  That  is  the  reason  the  citizens  do  not  offer  them ;  it  is  not  from  hobtility  or 
indifference  to  that  kind  of  conduct  in  this  community. 

Question.  Then  how  does  it  happen  that  no  resolutions  have  been  adopted  at  any 
•meeting  of  the  good,  law-abiding,  peaceable  citizens,  denouncing  these  outi*ages  and 
leaguing  to  make  a  determined  effort  to  put  a  stop  to  them  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know,  sir ;  that  is  not  our  way  of  acting  in  this  community  about 
anything — by  public  resolution.  We  have  understood  tlSt  this  matter  was  taken 
c^liarge  of  by  the  Federal  authorities  and  by  General  Alcorn.  There  were  men  appointed 
l>y  tue  President,  it  has  been  our  understanding  here,  to  supervise  these  matters  and 
^ot  up  the  testimony.  We  have  understood  that  General  Alcorn  had  $50,000  appropri- 
ixted  to  him,  and  what  good  would  it  have  done  to  have  passed  the  resolution  of  which 
yx>u  speak.  It  never  occurred  to  me  that  any  such  meeting  should  be  held.  So  far  as 
X  •>«i  concerned,  I  never  thought  of  it,  and  I  never  had  any  connection  with  Ku-Klux 
*>r  *»nything  that  favored  Ku-Klux,  or  the  murderin<j  of  any  citizen. 

Question,  Do  you  not  think  that  a  general  expression  on  the  part  of  the  leading  men 
of*  your  connty,  in  that  form,  would  have  the  effect  of  alarming  these  lawless  men,  and 
» topping  in  some  measure  these  acts  of  violence  f 

Anstoer.  I  do  not,  sir,  for  this  reason ;  that  wherever,  as  far  as  my  information  goes, 
tlsese  acts  have  occurred  in  a  neighborhood,  the  best  men  in  the  neighborhood  nave 
x^endered  to  the  officers  there,  to  investigate  the  matter,  all  the  assistance  they  could. 

QuesHon,  What  assistance  have  they  in  point  of  fact  rendered  t  Have  they  spent 
-fctieir  money,  or  ridden  down  their  horses  in  fresh  pursuit,  or  raised  the  hue  and  cry 
ixnA  alarmed  the  whole  country,  and  made  a  persouiU  effort  to  overtake  these  scoun- 
drels? 

Anstcer,  They  have  gone  upon  the  CTonnd,  examined  the  steps,  taken  the  dimensions 
o:f  the  tracks,  viewed  the  man— the  l)ody,  and  ascertained  as  far  as  possible  how  he 


oiime  by  his  death,  and  all  the  appearances,  and  have  had  everybody  arrested  supposed 

to  do  with  it,  and  examined  or  kept  under  arrest  until  they 


t:o  have  had  anything 
oould  make  such  examination. 

Question.  What  do  they  do  when  a  mule  or  horse  is  stolen  in  this  community  ?  '  Do 
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thoy  make  fresh  pursuit  on  the  track  of  the  horse,  following  into  the  nesrt  coanty,  and 
then,  if  necessary,  to  the  one  heyond  ? 

Answer.  The  party  whose  property  is  stolen  generally  takes  some  such  steps ;  some 
do  not. 

Question,  He  is  generally  sucees^hl,  is  he  not  ? 

Ansiccr,  Well,  no,  sir. 

Quegtion.  He  ^nerally  sncoeeds  in  finding  his  horse  or  mnle,  does  he  not  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  those  cases  are  rather  rare. 

Question.  Have  yon  not  heard,  within  two  di^s,  of  a  citisen  of  yoor  town  haTing  re- 
covered a  stolen  mnle  thirty  miles  distant  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  sometimes  they  recover  and  sometimes  they  do  not.  A  great  many 
times  they  do  not. 

Question.  Would  not  the  chances  of  overtaking  these  disguised  men  who  compose 
the  hands,  of  a  dozen  to  forty  or  fifty,  be  infinitely  greater  than  in  porsmng  a  sixigie 
lawless  man. 

Answer.  I  suppose  that  if  ftosh  pursuit  was  made,  with  a  party  sufficiently  strong  to 
overcome  ttiis  band,  they  could  make  the  discovery. 

Question.  But  is  it  not  understood  that  before  the  crowing  of  the  cock  they  all  dis- 
perse to  their  several  homes  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  what  is  understood  among  them. 

Question.  I  understood  yon  to  say  in  your  general  examination,  conducted  by  Gen- 
eral Blair,  that  you  had  been  in  the  habit  of  making  public  addresses  against  this  Ea- 
Klnx  organization  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  spoken  against  it. 

Qu^tion.  Then  you  have  studied  the  subject,  I  take  it,  and  have  gathered  ap  the 
numerous  manifestations  of  the  existence  of  such  an  order  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  How  could  you  talk  intelligently  on  the  sulject  without  facts  t 

Answer.  I  spoke  of  the  information  I  had  from  the  newsjpapers  and  the  community. 

Question.  What  information  did  lumor  in  the  community  and  newspapers  give  you 
on  the  subject  f 

Ansicer.  I  saw  it  stated  in  the  papers  that  such  an  organization  existed,  first  in  Ten- 
nessee, and  then  I  understood  tbat  it  had  spread  further  South.  I  understood  ftOBS  the 
community  that  when  such  and  such  a  thing  was  done,  it  was  done  by  parties  in  dis- 
guise. That  was  the  only  information  I  had.  As  to  their  signs,  theii' pass-words,  tteir 
manner  of  organization,  or  assembling,  or  dispersing,  I  never  knew  anything  about 
those  things,  nor  had  anything  to  do  with  them.    I  never  busied  myself  widi  thiMm. 

Question.  You  believed  in  the  existence  of  such  an  order  and  deuouneed  them  on  (he 
stump  f 

Answer.  Yes,  I  believed  that  in  1860.  I  believed  it  was  the  creature  of  this  other  or- 
ganization. 

Question.  Yon  believed  that  these  various  outrages  occurring  in  the  community  were 
ontcroppings  of  this  organization. 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  not  all  of  them.  I  never  heard  of  but  the  two  I  have  spoken  of 
having  been  done  by  men  in  disguise ;  those  were  the  whipping  of  these  women  and 
the  death  of  Malone. 

Question.  Why  did  you  denounce  this  organization  if  you  thought  it  was  only  a  myth 
and  shadow — if  you  did  not  believe  it  was  a  real,  substantial  thing  of  mischief  in  the 
community  ? 

Answer.  I  did  not  think  it  was  a  myth  or  a  mere  shadow.  I  thought  it  had  an  exists 
ence  when  I  spoke  against  it.  I  did  not  think,  nor  do  I  now  believe,  that  it  is  the  oc- 
casion of  the  perpetration  of  all  the  offenses  that  I  have  spoken  of,  except  the  (kilUiig 
of  Dick  Malone,  and  the  whipping  of  these  women ;  and  I  ciuinot  say  that  the  whip- 
ping of  the  women  occurred  from  tliem—it  may  have  been  a  local  mattef — hmt  the 
other  was  said  to  have  been. 

Question.  What  did  you  believe  or  suppose  to  be  the  distinctive  purpose  of  this  or- 
ganization as  it  existed  in  Mississippi  and  Alabama! 

Answer,  I  supposed  that  its  purpose  was  to  take  the  avenging  of  a  wrong  upon  a 
white  man  by  colored  men  into  the  nands  of  tbe  people,  and  away  from  the  law.  That 
was  what  I  understood  at  the  time,  and  for  that  reason  I  denounced  it. 

Question.  Did  yon  suppose  it  was  an  organization  to  oozrect  grievances  in  the  body 
politic  that  the  law  could  not  reach  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  except  individual  parties ;  not  to  interfere  in  a  political  sense,  Imt 
with  the  rights  of  individuals. 

Question.  You  believe  it  embraced  more  or  less  good  men  in  it  ?      ' 

Ansuwr.  It  must  have  embraced  some  good  men  in  it,  from  my  information  at  tbe 
time. 

Question.  Had  you  then,  or  have  you  now,  any  information  as  to  the  extent  of  tbe 
riituitications  of  this  order  T 
Answer.  No,  sir. 
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QnesHan,  Orhow  generally  it  is  diffused  f 

Answer.  I  think,  judge,  from  the  information  I  have^  that  in  1867  and  1868  it  pre- 
vailed to  a  much  greater  extent  than  it  ever  has  since. 

Question,  Do  yon  think  it  was  a  political  organization  then  f 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  it  never  was,  in  my  judgment,  a  political  organization ;  never  was 
intended  to  control  political  elections. 

Question.  Was  one  of  it«  purposes,  in  your  estimation,  to  break  down  the  growing 
spirit  of  independence  in  the  negro  brought  around  by  his  enfranchisement  f 

Answer,  No,  sir :  it  never  had  any  such  purpose  as  that,  from  my  information. 

Question.  How  aoes  it  happen,  in  your  opinion,  that  the  victims  of  the  outrages  com- 
mitted by  these  bands  of  men  in  disguise,  in  nine  cases  out  of  ten,  perhaps  ninety-nine 
out  of  a  hundred,  are  negro  men  or  negro  women  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  the  fact  which  yon  assume  in  your  question  to  be  true.  You 
assume  that  aJl  the  outrages,  all  the  murders  or  whippings  which  have  occurred  among 
the  black  people  by  white  men  or  unknown  parties  are  done  by  Ku-Klux.  I  do  not 
know  that  to  be  a  fact. 

Question,  That  is  not  the  question  I  put,  or  the  assumption  I  make.  I  inquire  of  you 
how  did  it  happen  that  nine-tenths  of  all  cases  of  scourging  and  murders  by  bauds 
of  men  in  disguise  are  inflicted  upon  black  men  and  black  women  ? 

Answer.  1  cannot  tell  how  it  happens. 

Question.  In  point  of  fact,  is  it  not  true  f 

Answer.  Well,  I  think  not,  so  far  as  my  information  extends. 

Question.  Do  yon  mean  to  be  understood  by  this  committee  as  saying  that  white 
men,  indiscriminately  with  black  men,  are  the  objects  of  visitation  by  these  men  in 
disguise  ? 

Anstver.  1  have  stated  to  you,  judge,  that  all  my  knowledge  in  relation  to  these  mat- 
ters is  only  from  information.  I  know  of  but  few  white  men  that  have  been  engaged 
that  have  been  notified  or  controlled  by  the  action  of  these  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  Do  you  know  of  a  single  white  man  in  Noxubee  County  who  has  been  whip- 
ped or  killed  by  these  bands  of  men  in  disgtiise  f 

Answer.  I  do  not;  and  I  know  of  but  one  negro,  and  that  is  upon  information. 

Question.  You  know  of  a  great  many  cases  by  information.  You  have  heard  of  a  great 
many  negroes  whipped  and  killed  hymen  in  disguise,  have  yon  not  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not.  I  have  heard  of  negroes  being  killed,  but  by  whom  they 
were  killed  it  was  not  known.  I  have  heard  of  white  men  l^ing  killed,  but  it  was  not 
known  who  killed  them. 

Qttestion,  You  spoke  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  and  his  testimony;  you  have  read  the  testi 
mony,  I  believe  f 

Anstver.  Not  all  of  it. 

Question.  What  facts  in  the  testimony  of  Mr.  Taliaferro,  so  far  as  you  have  read  it, 
are  not  true  ? 

Answer.  Well,  the  whipping  of  the  negroes  on  the  Willbanks  plantation ;  that  is  not 
true. 

Question.  There  was  only  one  slapped  there,  you  say  ? 

Answer.  Yes ;  that  is  my  information. 

Question.  What  other  fact  stated  by  him  is  not  true  ? 

Answer.  The  whipping  of  a  number  of  negroes  on  the  Malone  place.  I  believe  he 
states  that  a  great  many  were  whipped  there.  My  understanding  is  that  only  one  was 
whipped,  and  that  was  the  one  having  a  difficulty  with  his  wife. 

Question.  And  Dick  Malone  killed  f 

Answer.  Y'^es,  sir,  and  Dick  Malone  killed.  Some  ^ntleman  here  stated  that  he  said 
he  was  a  planter,  or  farming  on  his  own  account.  That  is  not  true.  I  do  not  remem- 
ber his  testimony  particularly,  but  as  far  as  I  read  it 

By  Mr.  Blaik  : 

Question.  He  stated  that  Cogar  was  killed,  and  that  is  not  true.    Is  he  alive  ? 
Ansicer.  That  is  my  information ;  I  speak  from  information. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Questio7i.  You  spoke  of  black  men  working  your  own  plantation  not  being  influenced 
by  you  in  the  matter  of  voting.    Were  you  a  slaveholder  before  the  war  ? 
■Answer.  I  was  not,  sir. 

Questi&n.  Had  you  any  participation  in  the  war  itself  t 

Answer.  I  had,  sir. 

Question.  Which  side  f 

Answer.  I  was  in  the  confederate  service,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  your  rank  t 

Answer.  My  rank  was  high  private,  sir,  with  a  musket  on  my  shoulder.  I  will  state 
to  the  committee  that  I  was  mustered  iuto  the  confederate  service  as  a  first  lieutenant 
of  infantry.    My  health  being  bad,  I  was  forced  to  resign  from  Virginia  and  come  home, 
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and  organizetl  a  company  of  cavalry.    My  health  failed  me  again,  and  I  then  became 
the  private  8€^c^cta^y  of  Governor  Pettus. 

Question.  You  are  a  native  of  what  State  f 

Answer.  Georgia.  I  remained  with  him,  and  affer  my  health  was  restored  the  war 
was  going  on  pretty  hard^  and  I  became  a  high  private,  and  I  fonght  General  Blair  ap 
here  on  the  line  of  this  railroad,  and  we  had  several  bouts  up  there.  He  used  to  mn 
me  about  up  there  pretty  sharply. 

Question.  I  am  happy  to  see  that  you  are  reconciled  to  each  other. 

Answer.  If  we  erred,  and  we  certainly  did  commit  a  great  blunder,  if  not  a  great  sin, 
we  have  paid  very  dearly  for  the  blunder  and  the  sin  we  have  committed^  and  w6  feel 
it  every  day. 

Question.  Are  your  people  thoroiiglily  reconciled  to  negro  suffrage  ? 

Jnstver.  I  behove  so. 

Question.  Are  you  ?  ' 

Anstver.  I  am,  sir.  Mr.  Pendleton  claims  to  be  the  author  of  the  new  departure  doc- 
trine, but  I  am  two  years  ahead  of  him ;  but  for  a  different  reason.  I  proposed  two 
years  ago,  and  still  propose  before  I  die,  to  make  negro  suffrage  sore  to  the  men  of  the 
North,  as  it  Avas  at  nrst  s^  to  the  men  of  the  Souui.  That  is  my  feeling  iU>oat  it;  to 
make  it  a  political  power. 

Question.  My  question  is,  whether  you  are  heartily  in  favor  of  it,  and  whether  tiie 
party  you  afllliate  with  is  in  favor  of  it? 

Answer.  I  cannot  speak  for  the  party,  but  for  myself.  To  say  I  am  heartily  in  favor 
of  it,  I  cannot.    I  take  it  as  a  necessity  forced  on  me.    I  accept  it  as  such. 

Question.  To  be  got  rid  of  as  soon  as  you  can  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  but  to  use  it  as  a  political  power  to  control  the  destinies  of  this 
country  some  day  or  other. 

Question.  You  hope  that  one  day  the  negroes  will  all  become  democrats  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  that  they  will  become  democrats ;  I  think  that  is  hardly 
probable,  but  we  propose  to  organize  them  in  some  way  on  a  little  better  basis  than 
they  are  now.    We  propose  to  control  them. 

Question.  Is  there  an  entire  state  of  harmony  now  between  the  two  races  here  ? 

Answer.  So  far  as  I  know  there  is. 

Question.  The  negro  is  happy  and  contented? 

Answer.  I  know  of  no  dissatisfaction. 

Question.  You  do  not  hear  of  any  talk  on  their  part  of  migrating  to  Kansas  or  some 
other  free  State  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir,  I  do  not.    I  have  never  heard  an  inquiry  of  the  kind. 

Question,  And  have  never  heard  of  disturbed  communities  in  other  parts  of  the  coon- 
try,  where  the  negroes  have  become  alarmed,  and  have  abstained  from  voting,  or  have 
bought  their  peace  by  voting  with  the  democratic  party  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  of  any  such  thing  as  that. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  nothing  Hke  that  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  remember.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  talk  some  time  since  about 
the  efforts  that  were  bein^  made  in  Alabama  to  control  the  negro  vote — not  through 
motives  of  fear  or  compulsion — but  in  this  immediate  neighborhood  here  the  negroes 
are  about  four  to  one  to  the  whites,  and  we  have  not  taken,  and  do  not  take  any  part. 
We  have  no  political  excitements  here. 

Question.  You  have  no  motive  to  attempt  coercing  the  negro  vote  in  this  county,  you 
are  in  such  a  hopeless  minority  T 

Anstcer.  No ;  so  £BLr  as  I  am  informed,  sir,  I  have  no  desire,  and  the  commonity  hav^ 
no  desire,  to  coerce  or  control  the  nesro  vote  by  compulsion. 

Question.  How  do  yon  think  it  womd  be  in  a  community  where  the  minority  was  ao 
small  that  a  little  outside  pressure  might  result  in  a  democratic  ascendency?  Would 
yon  like  to  vouch  for  the  good  conduct  of  your  party  under  such  temptatdonsf 

Answer.  Certainly,  I  would ;  just  as  quickly  as  I  would  for  the  good  condaot  of  the 
old  democratic  party  or  the  old  whig  party  m  its  days  of  heated  contests  befoie  tb» 
war.  When  party  feeling  runs  high,  and  the  election  is  close,  men  will  resort  to  things 
they  would  not  do  if  there  was  a  hopeless  minority. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  Loyal  Leagues  among  the  negroes ;  do  you  know  of  any  acts 
of  violence  committed  by  the  negroes  when  that  League  was  in  existence,  nnder  the 
inspiration  of  that  League  or  its  teachings  f 

Answer.  No,  I  do  not  Know  of  any  acts  of  violence  by  them,  except  this :  that  I  hsre 
^  known  them  to  march  through  the  streets  with  arms,  marching  down  the  main  streqls, 
when  they  were  requested  not  to  do  it ;  at  least  when  it  was  the  desire  of  the  antbon- 
ties  that  they  should  not  do  it. 

Question.  You  have  seen  the  whites  frequently  marching  with  arms  in  their  hands? 

Answer.  Not  since  the  war. 

Question.  Well,  before  the  war  ? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  used  to  have  the  military  drills  T 
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Ansicer.  TrainiDg  very  little ;  we  had  military  companies. 

Qwsstian,  You  had  shooting  matches  T 

Answer,  Very  seldom  in  this  portion  of  the  country. 

Question,  When  men  assembled  with  arms  in  their  hands  ? 

Answer,  Very  seldom  in  this  part  of  the  country. 

Question.  There  is  no  objection  to  white  men  assembling  with  arms^  whether  singly 
or  in  bodies  ? 

Answer,  The  white  people  have -abstained  from  doing  that,  in  consequence  of  the  po- 
litical condition  of  the  country.  I  do  not  want  you  to  understand  me  as  saying  that 
the  negroes  appeared  fully  armed.  They  would  have  their'  pistols  buckled  by  their 
sides. 

Question.  Is  not  that  a  very  common  practice  of  the  whitest 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  but  not  in  processions.  In  Masonic  processions  I  have  seen  noth- 
ing of  the  kind. 

Question.  Is  it  not  a  common  practice  of  the  young  men  here  to  carry  arms  on  their 
persons? 

Answer.  That  is  very  frequently  done. 

Question.  You  never  knew  the  negroes  to  employ  their  arms  in  acts  of  violence  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  upon  each  other. 

Question.  But  while  upon  their  processions  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  never  been  upon  their  processions. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  done  in  Artesia  7 

Answer.  He  is  asking  as  to  my  knowledge.  I  can  only  speak  of  that  from  infor- 
mation. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  spoke  of  the  Eu-Klux  organization  as  having  sprang  up  contempora- 
neously with,  or  shortly  after^  the  organization  by  the  freedmen  commonly  known  as 
the  Loyal  League,  and  as  designed  to  counteract  the  purposes  of  that  League  f 

Answer.  No ;  not  for  the  puri>ose  of  counteracting  or  controlling  that  in  any  other 
sense  than  this :  as  having  a  point  or  common  center  where  the  white  people  could 
rally  in  case  of  outbreak. 

Question.  You  understood  the  original  purpose  of  the  Eu-Elux  organization  was  to 
protect  the  whites  in  it  against  the  Loyal  League  f 

Answer,  Against  any  organization  that  ofifered  to  commit  any  injury  upon  a  white 
person. 

Question.  Did  you  understand  that  their  purpose  was  limited  to  that  object  f 

Answer.  That  was  my  understanding. 

Question.  Who  did  you  understand  that  from  7 

Answer.  From  the  public  rumor  in  the  community. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  see  or  read  any  of  the  constitutions  of  the  Ku-Klux  Elan  f 

Ansujei',  I  never  have. 

Question.  In  the  newspapers  or  any  public  published  testimony  that  has  been  given  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember  to  have  read  it  in  the  newspapers. 

Question.  Did  you  ever  read  the  obligation  that  members  of  that  Elan  are  said  to 
take  upon  themselves  upon  being  initiated? 

Ansuser.  1i  I  have  read  it  I  have  forgotten  it.    I  do  not  remember  that  I  ever  did. 

Questiotir.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  body  of  men  in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Never,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  consciously  conversed  with  a  member  of  the  Eu-Elux  Elan? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  did. 

Question.  Or  Society  of  the  White  Rose,  or  Invisible  Circle,  or  by  whatever  name  or 
^le^ignatiou  these  men  banded  together  and  disguised  are  known;  have  you  ever 
talked  with  one  of  them,  knowing  him  to  be  such  ? 

Answer.  I  have  not. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  talked  with  one  who  has  seen  these  men  on  their  parade,  or 
in  their  disguise,  or  in  their  council-rooms? 

Answer,  1  have  never  conversed  with  any  persons,  except  my  brother-in-law^  Mr. 
Willbauks,  who  saw  them.  He  saw  them  on  the  night  that  they  were  on  his  uirm. 
He  is  the  only  one,  except  the  negroes  on  the  place,  and  the  place  adjoining,  where  they 
passed  along  riding. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  you  to  announce  as  a  proposition  that  this  Eu-Elnx 
organization  started  up  immediately  on  the  withdrawal  of  the  military  authority  from 
the  South,  as  a  consequence  of  that  withdrawal? 

Ansxcer.  No,  sir ;  I  did  not' make  any  such  statement  as  that.  I  did  not  intend  to  be 
so  understood.  It  was  not  done  in  consequebce  of  the  withdrawal  of  the  military  any 
i'urther  thau  as  a  protective  measure,  as  I  understood,  to  the  white  people. 

Question.  Did  yon  understand  what  name  they  assumed,  or  were  Known  by  ? 
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Answer.  Only  from  report,  sir — Ka-Elax — that  was  the  first  I  ever  heard.  I  heard 
of  the  or^uiization  first  in  Tennessee.  As  well  as  I  remember,  the  first  I  ever  heard  of 
the  organization  was  in  East  Tennessee,  in  the  spring:  of  1867.  I  was  on  a  yisit  there, 
and  I  heard  some  mention  made  of  it,  and,  of  course,  I  saw  frequent  mention  made  of  it 
in  the  papers. 

Qtiestion.  How  many  black  men,  did  I  understand  you,  have  been  arrested  for  a  riot, 
or  some  other  charge,  growing  out  of  this  trouble  between  Farmer  and  a  black  mani 

Amwer,  I  have  no  statement  that  I  remember  in  relation  to  that.  I  think  there  were 
two,  maybe  more,  arrested.  Farmer  was  arrested,  and,  I  think,  there  were  two  blai^ 
men  arrested,  but  they  were  discharged.  I  understood  that  the  white  people  inter- 
ceded with  the  authoritiesi,  and  stated  that  the  matter  had  been  settled  by  the  commn- 
nity. 

QuestUm.  So  that  the  whole  thing  was  dropped  f 

AnBwer,  Yes,  sir.  Farmer  was  not  prosecuted  for  the  assault  and  battery,  and  tfte 
colored  people  were  not  prosecuted  for  the  riotous  proceeding  afterwards. 

Question,  You  stated  tiiat  the  blacks  had  threatened  to  bum  the  town.  How  do  you 
know? 

Answer.  It  was  my  information. 

Question.  Who  told  you  that? 

Answer.  Mr.  Williams,  who  is  here  in  the  insurance  office. 

Question.  Did  he  s^  he  heard  them  make  the  threat  f 

Answer.  Yea,  sir.    He  came  here  to  get  men  to  go  to  Brooksville  to  protect  it  firam 

being  burned.    In  a  conversation  with liim a  meeting  of  citizens  was  called  here  at 

his  request,  and  he  had  an  interview  with  them,  and  wanted  the  young  men  to  go 
up  there  at  once. 

Question.  That  was  the  town  that  was  to  be  bumed—Brooksville  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  large  a  town  f 

Answer.  I  suppose  one  hundred  and  fifty,  or  two  hundred  inhabitants,  black  and 
white. 

Question.  What  did  you  understand  they  were  goins  to  bum  the  town  forf 

Answer.  It  was  genepal  fury  against  the  white  people.  ' 

Question.  White  people  of  that  town  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  had  they  done  to  them? 

Answer.  They  had  protected  Mr.  Farmer,  taken  him  from  them,  carried  him  into^ 
their  houses,  and  closed  their  houses.  Mr.  Williams,  here  at  Mr.  BaskerviUe's  office, 
was  the  gentleman. 

Question.  Did  I  understand  that  that  affair  at  Brooksville,  the  threatening  demon- 
stration by  the  blacks,  and  the  threats  made  to  bum  Brooksville,  was  the  cause  of  the 
organization  of  a  countervailing  society  in  that  neighborhood  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  made  no  such  statement  as  that. 

Question.  You  said  something  about  this  introducing  a  coniitervailing  society.  I 
understood  you  to  refer  to  that  transaction  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  referred  generally  to  these  organized  societies  of  the  colored  peo- 
ple. I  will  state  this :  that  any  wMto  man,  be  he  republican  or  what  not,  if  he  nad 
been  in  this  community  at  that  time,  with  the  disparity  of  number  between  the  races, 
he  would  have  felt  that  there  was  no  protection  for  him  or  his  family  unless  there  was 
some  organization  in  case  of  an  infuriated  mob  of  colored  people  started. 

Question.  You  spoke  about  the  Art«sia  affair.  Who  did  you  say  called  for  the  mili- 
tary aid  1 

Answer.  I  understood  that  the  civil  authorities  did. 

Questioti.  You  understood  that  when  the  troops  came  the  arrests  made  were  of  ne- 
groes? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  first;  and  then  afterwards,  that,  by  direction  or  authority  from 
Judge  Hill,  at  Oxford,  the  district  Judge  for  this  State,  they  arrested  the  parties  or  of- 
ficers who  were  engaged  in  arresting  the  negroes. 

Question.  Probably  because  the  sheriff  and  his  posse-  had  acted  without  any  war- 
rants ;  is  it  not  very  likely  that  that  was  the  case  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  that  is  not  my  information ;  that  may  be  so,  but  it  is  not  my  in- 
formation. 

Question.  Have  you  any  certain  information  in  regard  to  the  Artesia  affair,  or  does  it 
all  rest  on  mere  hearsay  f 

Answer,  It  all  rests  upon  information  which  I  derived  first  from  a  negro  whom  I 
spoke  of,  and  second,  from  Dr.  Inabinet,  a  citizen  of  this  county,  who  is  a  member  of 
the  board  of  supervisors. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  was  made  with  a  view  of 
otecting  the  whites  against  the  blacks? 
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Answer,  I  think  so,  sir,  alone ;  I  think  that  was  the  original  purpose  of  it. 

Question,  Then  do  you  understand  that  it  was  begun  with  tie  co-operation  and  as- 
sent of  the  white  people  generally  in  the  county  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not. 

Question,  Ilave  the  white  people  of  the  county  all  the  time  been  opposed  to  its  organ- 
ization t 

Answer,  The  inrgority,  or  a  great  many  of  them,  have — whether  a  majority  have  or 
not,  I  cannot  say,  but  a  great  many  of  them  have  been  opposed  to  this  organization. 
They  preferred  to  appeal  to  the  military  power  of  the  Government  to  give  us  a  garri- 
son for  our  protection  here. 

Question,  Had  there  been  any  acts  on  the  part  of  the  colored  organisations  against 
the  whites  prior  to  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Answer,  1  do  not  know,  sir:  when  the  two  societies  were  organized,  I  do  not  remem- 
ber now.  I  never  knew  the  date  of  their  organization,  and  I  cannot  tell  what  out- 
rages had  been  committed  previous  to  the  organization  of  the  Eu-Klux,  or  what  wrong 
had  been  done  to  the  negroes  previous  to  the  organization  of  those  secret  societies  that 
they  had. 

Question.  Prior  to  1870  had  there  been  any  acts  committed  by  the  colored  i>eople 
upon  the  whites  in  the  nature  of  one  race  actmg  against  the  other? 

Answer,  Only  as  I  have  stated,  in  the  little  personal  difficulties  that  will  sometimes 
occur  between  man  and  man. 

Question,  No  general  demonstration? 

Answer,  No,  sir;  no  general  demonstration  until  this  one  made  at  BrooksvUle. 

Question,  That  was  in  1870? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  spring  of  1870. 

Question,  Did  you  not  understand  that  the  Eu-Klux  existed  prior  to  that  ? 

Answer.  I  had  heard  of  such  an  organization  prior  to  that;  whether  it  was  in  this 
county  then  or  whether  any  organization  ever  did  have  existence  in  this  county  I  do 
not  Jtnow  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  Do  you  understand  whether  a  majority  of  the  white  people  now  sanction 
the  Eu-Klux  or  not? 

Answer,  They  do  not,  in  my  judgment.  My  opinion,  Senator,  in  relation  to  that  is, 
that  the  better  class  of  both  races  do  not.  I  mean  to  be  understood  of  the  better  class, 
the  thinking  men  of  both  races.  They  have  long  since  seen  the  folly  of  these  secret 
organizations  for  the  protection  either  of  the  one  race  or  of  the  other,  indiscreet  young 
ihen  in  both  races  get  into  these  societies,  and  become  intoxicated,  and  do  things  that 
they  would  not  do  if  they  were  not  in  there.  '  I  remember  a  little  instance  that 
occurred  with  myself  some  time  in  the  fall  of  1869.  I  was  coming  in  from  the  east, 
and  within  three  miles  of  the  town  I  met  three  young  negroes,  two  men  and  a  young 
woman.  The  men  seemed  to  be  intoxicated.  I  rode  up,  and,  as  is  my  custom,  spoke  to 
them,  "  Good  evening,  boys,"  and  rode  on,  and  had  got  but  a  little  way  when  one  of 
them  turned  around  and  said,  "  By  God,  Pve  wanted  to  kill  a  damned  rebel  a  long 
time."  He  spoke  it  in  rather  an  undertone.  I  turned  to  see  whether  he  intended  to 
make  a  demonstration,  and  I  saw  the  fellow  was  intoxicated,  and  that  he  had  some- 
thing that  I  supposed  to  be  a  white  sash,  such  as  I  saw  the  negroes  wear  on  parades, 
and  I  supposed  he  belonged  to  one  of  the  societies  at  the  time.  There  were  instances 
of  that  kmd.  I  came  and  mentioned  it  to  Isham  Stewart,  an  old  negro,  and  told  him 
of  the  young  negro,  and  told  him  I  thought  such  things  as  that  had  better  be  put  down. 
Now,  if  I  had  been  drinking,  and  had  beSn  a  hot-blooaed  young  man,  I  might  have  got 
up  a  difficulty  very  easily,  and  might  have  taken  the  lives  of  both  of  tnose  negroes ;  and 
in  that  way  difficulties  occur  by  the  organization  of  these  societies.  For  that  reason 
they  have  grown  very  greatly  into  disfavor  among  the  negroes,  and  the  white  people 
ore  decidedly  opposed  to  them  as  far  as  I  know — the  older  and  steadier  portion  of  the 
community,  as  far  as  I  know. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QuestUm,  Under  whose  auspices  were  these  Loyal  Leagues  organized  ? 

Ansvjer.  As  I  stated,  General  Blair,  we  understood  that  the  societi^  were  or^vnized 
as  benevolent  societies,  under  the  name  of  freedmen's  aid  societies.  That  was  tne  first 
organization  that  came  here.  We  had  no  intimation  of  the  political  character  of  the 
organization  until  we  came  to  vote  upon  the  constitution  in  June,  1863,  and  then  it 
was  brought  to  the  knowledge  of  the  party  opposed  to  the  disfranchising  clause  of  the 
constitution  that  these  freedmen's  aid  societies  were  political  organizations,  and  that 
these  parties  were  banded  together  for  the  purpose  of  protection.  At  that  time  they 
were  acting  under  the  auspices  of  the  republican  party. 

Question,  Were  their  leaders  white  men  generally? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  never  saw  a  white  man  in  their  processions.  I  understood  that  a 
white  man  addressed  them,  but  I  do  not  know  that  of  my  own  knowledge. 

Question,  Is  it  your  information  that  the  organizations  were  completed  or  made  under 
the  instructions  of  white  men  ? 
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Amwer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  in  1868,  when  we  came  to  investigate  it.  That  was  the 
first  time.  We  had  treated  their  organization  with  a  great  deal  of  kindness,  not  think- 
ing it  political,  but  jpurely  benevolent. 

Question.  The  habits  of  southern  men,  as  to  their  intercourse  with  negro  women,  have 
been  inquired  into.  I  will  ask  you  the  question  now  if  there  is  any  indispoisitioD 
among  men  of  northern  birth  who  live  or  sojourn  amongst  yon  to  cohabit  witii  n^ro 
women  f 

Anstoer.  I  know  of  no  difference  between  men  of  northern  birth  and  men  of  sonthon 
birth  in  that  respect.  We  had  some  northern  men  living  in  our  midst  before  the  war, 
and  my  information  then  was  that  they  were  like  other  men.  Some  of  them  wete 
young  men  that  came  down  South  and  settled.  I  associated  with  them  and  knew  their 
habits.  And  since  the  war,  while  the  United  States  troops  occupied  the  country,  it  wats 
our  understanding  that  it  was  a  vast  harvest  for  these  lewd  colored  women.  They 
dressed  ver^r  finely,  and  associated  with  Union  soldiers,  sleeping  with  them.  We  did 
not  regard  it  as  very  remarkable  for  a  soldier  to  be  fond  of  a  woman,  either  black  or 
white ;  since  then  they  have  been  as  other  men  are,  so  far  as  I  know.  As  to  those  that 
have  been  here,  I  do  not  know  of  any  particular  instances  that  I  can  mention  now ; 
but  of  my  own  knowledge  of  northern  men,  I  have  never  known  any  difference  in  that 
resjKsct  between  them  and  southern  men. 


Macon,  Mississippi,  Xovcmber  7,  1871. 
DANIEL  H.  SMITH  (colored)  sworn  and  examined. 

By  tde  Chairman  : 

QueaiUm.  Where  do  you  live  f 

Answer,  In  beat  number  one,  about  six  miles  from  here,  east  of  this. 

Question.  How  long  have  you  lived  in  this  county  of  Noxubee  T 

Answer.  Ever  since  1866.  I  don't  remember  in  1866  what  time  I  came  down  from 
Monroe  county. 

Question.  Did  you  formerly  live  near  Brooksville  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  came  down  from  Monroe.  I  lived  near  We^t  Point  in  Monroe 
County,  in  this  State,  and  from  there  I  came  down  to  near  Brooksville. 

Question.  Did  you  serve  in  the  Federal  Army  during  the  war  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  For  how  long  a  time  f 

Answer.  1  ran  away  from  home,  sir,  in  1861,  and  was  enlisted  in  1861.    . 

Question.  Where  did  you  live  when  jrou  went  into  the  Army  f 

Answer.  Forty  miles  below  Atlanta,  in  Georgia,  Newton  county. 

Question.  What  regiment  did  you  belong  to  ? 

Answer.  Forty-fourth  United  States  Colored  Infantry,  under  Colonel  Johnson. 

Question.  Colonel  Johnson,  of  Indiana  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  served  for  three  years  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  it  generally  known  where  you  lived  in  this  county  that  you  had  been 
in  the  Federal  Army  f 

Ansioer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  inquired  into  it  a  great  deal  and  waQted  to  know  where  I 
came  from,  and  what  I  had  been  doing,  and  I  told  them  I  had  been  a  soldier  in  tbe 
-tVrmy. 

Question.  How  did  they  like  that  t 

Answer.  They  didn't  like  it,  sir.  I  was  very  sorry  I  told  them,  after  I  found  it  didn't 
sit  well  ou  their  stomach. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  been  attacked  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  may  state  the  particulars  to  the  committee. 

Anstcer.  After  I  came  here  in  1866,  and  was  near  Brooksville,  a  gentleman  np  there 
named  Elm  tried  to  hire  my  wife,  and  told  me  he  would  give  me  a  school  on  the  place, 
if  I  would  let  my  wife  go  and  wait  on  him.  When  I  mentioned  it  to  her  she  was  not 
willing  to  go  there.  I  would  not  try  to  force  her  there,  and  he  fell  out  with  me  aboot 
it.  After  he  fell  out  with  me  about  it,  he  met  me,  and  asked  me  what  sort  of  way  1 
had  done,  and  cursed  me.  I  told  him  I  thought  I  done  my  duty ;  that  my  wife  was  not 
willing  to  go.  He  told  me  he  generally  made  negroes  like  me  do  as  he  wanted  them 
to  do ;  he  didn't  ask  no  negro  what  they  did :  he  generally  made  them  do  it ;  uid  a 
good  many  words  passed  between  us.  I  told  him  I  thought  I  had  done  my  duty.  He 
threatened  to  kill  me  a  time  or  two  up  there  if  I  did  not  do  it.  When  I  was  ooming 
from  Brooksville  one  night,  I  saw  two  men  up  here  in  the  road  before  me,  with  whito 
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sheets  arouud  them.    They  lit  off  of  the  horses,  and  told  me  to  stop.    Thoy  knowed  I 
was  going  to  Brooksville ;  they  always  knew  it ;  for  I  was  teaching  a  colored  school 
near^rooksville,  and  always  went  to  Brooksville  Saturday  evening,  and  sometimes  it 
Tvras  after  night  before  I  returned  home.    In  returning  back  I  saw  two  people  with 
sheets  around  them,  and  when  they  ordered  me  to  stop  I  did  so,  and  they  got  down  and 
aaked  if  that  was  Daniel  Smith.    I  told  them  it  was  not,  it  was  Aleck  Billips.    He  wasi 
a  man  that  resembles  me  very  much,  and  was  about  my  height,  and,  it  being  dark, 
they  could  not  tell  whether  it  was  me  or  not,  and  I  don't  think  they  had  taken  very 
particular  notice  of  my  features  and  face.    They  drew  a  rope  out,  and  said  if  it  had 
been  Daniel  H.  Smith  they  aimed  to  hang  him  with  that  rope  that  night.    Then  they 
went  on  and  asked  me  if  I  had  been  a  good  negro  to  my  master  Charley ;  that  wak 
Charley  Sherrod.    I  told  them  I  had  been  very  good  and  obedient  to  him,  and  got 
i^way  fiom  them  that  night  by  telling  them  that  falsehood.    The  year  after  that,  or  a 
shorter  time  than  a  year,  I  moved  away  from  there  down  here  to  where  I  am  now. 
After  moving  down  here  (I  did  not  teach  school  here  immediately)  I  went  to  Somer- 
ville,  near  the  edge  of  Kemper  County.    While  I  was  up  there  I  was  reading  a  news- 
paper one  Sunday  morning,  and  a  gentleman  by  the  name  of  John  McDannall  was 
near.    He  was  cursing  the  northern  people  about  office,  and  said  that  all  they  were  fit 
for  was  to  get  all  the  money  out  of  the  South.    I  told  him  when  southern  men  had 
office  they  got  their  rights  as  much  as  northern  people  did  when  they  obtained  office. 
I  told  him  when  the  southern  people  held  the  offices  they  got  as  much  as  the  northern 
men  out  of  them.    He  told  me  I  was  a  God-damned  liar,  and  not  to  repeat  those  words 
any  more,  but  I  did ;  but  we  did  not  have  any  difficulty  that  time.    About  a  week 
after  that  he  met  me,  with  some  more  men ;  it  was  longer  than  that.    He  aimed  to 
meet  me,  but  I  dodged  him.    He  ordered  me  to  stop,  but  I  did  not,  and  he  shot  four 
times  at  me.    I  made  my  escape,  however,  by  taking  the  woods.    I  came  from  there 
ilown  here,  and  commenced  teaching  school  here.    Smce  I  moved  down  here  last  year, 
there  is  a  man  out  here  they  call  John  Grant,  asked  me  if  I  know  what  I  was  doing. 
I  told  him  that  I  did ;  that  I  thought  I  was  attending  to  my  own  business.    He  said 
he  wanted  no  negro  school  anywhere  about  at  all,  and  was  not  going  to  have  them.    I 
t^ld  him  that  I  had  got  permission ;  that  I  was  teaching  the  township  school ;  and 
that  I  had  got  permission  from  the  committee  of  the  township,  and  that  it  was  not 
right  for  any  person  to  interfere  with  me,  for  I  was  behaving  myself,  and  making  the 
scholars  behave  themselves,  and  every  person,  black  and  white,  if  they  had  sauced 
him,  or  done  anything,  I  would  lick  them  for  it.    He  said  no,  there  should  be  no 
4tamned  negro  scnools  nohow.    He  told  me  I  had  better  break  up  and  leave,  and  ho 
asked  me  when  I  would  leave.    I  told  him  I  expected  to  break  up  on  Christmas;  that 
was  September  last  year  gone.    I  am  farming  new,  not  teaching  school.    He  sent  me 
several  letters  to  lea^e,  and  finally  a  man  came  up  one  night,  and  told  me  if  I  knew 
what  was  good  for  myself  I  would  not  stay  at  home.    He  was  a  colored  man,  and  told 
me  not  to  stay  at  home  of  nights ;  that  they  would  come  after  me ;  and  for  three  nights 
after  that  I  did  not  stay  in  the  house.    The^  did  make  their  visit.    This  colored  man 
that  came  to  my  house  knows  the  height  of  these  men.    I  knew  John  Grant  for  one, 
but  not  the  others. 

Question,  Were  they  disguised  men  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  How  many  were  there  in  the  body  T 

AiMtcer,  It  looked  like  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  How  long  ago  was  this  T 

Answer.  This  September  past. 

Question.  September,  1870 1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  a  year  ago. 

Question,  Was  this  in  the  night-time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  in  the  night  thejr  appeared. 

Question.  What  kind  of  disguises  did  tney  have  on  t 

Answer.  They  had  pieces  of  paper  fixed  with  eye-holes  in  them  bo  I  could  not  tell 
them  from  any  person  else.  I  naa  concluded,  before  the  black  man  came,  to  make  port- 
holes, and  I  had  two  double-barreled  guns,  and  I  intended  to  givo  them  the  best  I  nad. 
I  had  a  large  auger,  and  I  bored  holes  in  different  places  in  the  house,  so  that  I  thought 
I  could  give  them  the  best  I  had. 

Question.  Have  you  lived  in  that  neighborhood  since  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir ;  I  live  out  there  now ;  but  since  I  farmed  this  year  they  have  not 
interfered  with  me  in  no  ways  since. 

Question.  This  was  while  you  were  teaching  the  colored  school  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  You  could  not,  of  course,  identify  these  men  with  certainty  that  were  dis- 
guised? 

Amujer,  No,  sir ;  only  one  man. 

Questim,  That  was  Grant  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  leading  them  ther. 
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Question,  Did  you  identify  any  of  these  men  that  fired  on  you  in  the  road  f 

Anstcer,  I  know  Mr.  McDannall  was  in  the  number. 

Question.  Had  they  disguises  on  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  that  in  the  night  time  ? 

Anstcer.  Yea,  sir ;  the  moon  was  shining  very  bright. 

Question.  How  large  a  body  of  men  was  it  T 

Answer.  There  were  about  four. 

Question.  Those  are  the  only  interruptions  you  have  ever  met  f 

AnsiDcr.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  While  yon  were  teaching  school  what  was  the  general  feeling  among  tbe 
whites  in  relation  to  colored  schools? 

Answer,  It  was  very  bad. 

Question.  Did  anybody  ever  speak  to  you  on  that  snbjeot,  except  Grant  f 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir;  several  said  they  didn't  think  any  negro  8ch<K>l8  oagfat  to  be  tai^t 
about  there ;  others  thought  they  ought. 

Question.  For  what  reason  did  they  object  t 

Answer.  They  said  it  was  ruining  the  negroes. 

Question.  Whyt 

Answer.  They  said  they  had  always  got  about  enough  education  to  make  them  saucy 
and  mean  and  dissipated. 

Question.  Were  there  more  whites  in  favor  of  the  schools  than  against  them  ? 

Ansu^er.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  miyority  was  in  favor  of  colored  schools? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir.  The  planters  principally  were  for  it,  but  the  loafers  were  not ;  they 
always  endeavored  to  break  it  up  ;  I  mean  those  that  had  no  farms,  and  did  not  ct^ 
whether  there  was  anything  or  not. 

Question.  The  good,  substantial  men  of  the  country  were  in  favor  of  it  ? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  is  the  feeling  among  the  whites,  so  far  as  you  have  conversed  with 
them  or  heard  an  expression  of  opinion  in  relation  to  colorea  sui&age  or  negroes  vent- 
ing? 

Answei:  Well,  sir,  they  do  not  believe  in  it. 

Question.  What  do  they  say  about  it  ? 

Anstcer.  They  say  that  no  negroes  ought  to  be  allowed  to  vote,  and  they  are  veir 
bitter  against  their  voting  or  gomg  away  from  home  or  having  anything  t-o  do  with  it 
in  any  way. 

Question.  State  what  instances  of  "that  kind  you  know  of? 

Answer.  Out  in  the  part  of  the  county  where  I  live  I  have  known  a  great  many  of 
them  to  tell  the  colored  people,  so  as  to  disappoint  them,  that  there  was  no  election— 
that  it  had  all  been  given  over.  A  great  many  ignorant  people  would  think  the  tm- 
ployer  knew,  and  that  he  told  them  the  truth.  They  would  deprive  them  in  that  way 
of  their  votes.  And,  again,  they  would  tell  them  to  take  their  wagons,  and  go  to  socfa  a 
piace,  and  haul  so  and  so  away  m>m  there.  Thev  would  manage  in  all  such  ways  to  keep 
the  black  people  away.  Since  I  have  been  in  the  State  they  came  to  me  and'aaked  me 
when  the  election  was,  and  I  would  tell  them.  1  do  not  believe,  sir,  that  the  genenJity^ 
the  majority  of  the  white  people  that  were  around  in  the  neighborhood,  generally  ap- 
preciated me  much  on  account  of  my  being  a  negro.  I  have  heard  them  speak  so  verr 
bitterly,  though  I  have  always  behaved  myself  to  them  and  been  very  obedient,  aa^ 
never  put  myself  in  the  way  to  create  any  disturbance  in  any  way. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  other  colored  teachers,  besiile  yourself,  who  were  in- 
terfered with  or  molested  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  don't  know  of  any. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  school-houses  or  churches  being  burned  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  this  county? 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  not  in  this  county. 

Question.  In  what  county  were  there  ? 

Anstcer.  They  were  over  in  Pickens  County,  Alabama,  near  Pickensville,  on  theotb^ 
side  of  the  river. 

Question.  That  county  adjoins  Noxubee  County  ? 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir  ;  I  believe  the  Tombigbee  River  divides  them. 

Question.  What  cases  of  burning  of  colored  churches  or  schools  have  you  heaxdcf 
over  there  ? 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  their  burning  several  churches  belonging  to  the  colored 
people,  and  I  have  seen  colored  people  that  said  they  came  away  to  save  their  Uv«s. 
1  saw  one  man  that  had  the  print  of  the  rope  around  his  neck,  but  did  not  bang  him 

Question.  What  offense  had  he  given  ?  • 

Anstcer.  He  said  he  had  not  said  anything  to  them,  and  he  did  not  know  what 
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tbo  matter;  lie  had  not  hurt  their  feelings.    They  just  came  to  his  house  and  called 
liim  out  and  seized  him. 

QuesUxm.  When  was  this  f 

Awswer.  Along  last  spring;  I  think  about  May. 

Qvi4i8tion,  That  was  the  time  he  was  taken  out  and  hang  f 

4^n8wer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  aimed  to  hang  him,  but  he  got  away. 

Question.  Did  he  tell  you  that  it  was  done  by  the  Ka-Klox  t 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir ;  he  said  there  were  some  fifteen  or  twenty. 

Question.  He  did  not  know  what  offense  he  had  given  f 

Ansirer.  No,  sir.  I  asked  him  particularly,  i  told  him  that  maybe  he  had  done 
something  to  some  of  them,  or  sauced  some  of  them,  bnt  he  said  he  had  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  of  any  other  cases  in  Pickens  County  1 

Anstcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  other  oases  of  maltreatment  of  people  of  your  color 
ia  Nosubee  County  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  a  great  many  people  that  said  they  had  been 
w^hipped,  that  I  have  seen. 

Question.  State  the  names. 

Ansiver.  I  don't  know  them.  I  saw  them  in  passing,  coming  here  for  protection. 
They  were  making  this  way,  and,  finally,  when  I  came  here^hey  had  not  been  this 
way ;  they  had  either  gone  by  or  taken  some  other  notion.  They  were  strangers  to 
me. 

QuwUon.  How  many  of  them  told  you  they  had  been  whipped  t 

Answer.  Three  or  four.    They  told  me  they  were  whipped  in  this  county. 

Question.  ByKu-Kluxf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  by  dis^ised  people ;  they  did  not  know  them. 

Question.  Was  all  that  within  a  year  past  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  a  colored  man  last  fall  came  up  this  way  from  Perloy 
one  evening.  I  asked  him  what  was  the  matter.  He  said  the  Ku'Elux  wen^or  him 
at  his  house.  I  asked  him  what  caused  it.  He  said  he  rented  some  land,  and  had 
right  smart  stock  around  him,  and  they  came  after  him  and  shot  at  him  and  cleared 
bis  family  out,  and  when  he  went  back  his  things  were  all  thrown  out  of  doors.  I  be- 
lieve one  man  that  was  in  it  come  and  persu&ded  him  back,  and  told  him  that  if  lie 
would  come  back  it  would  be  all  right ;  and,  I  believe  he  is  living  there  now. 

Question.  Have  you  received  any  iCu-Klux  letters  ? 

Atisw&t.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Ypu  read  and  write,  being  a  teacher  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  How  were  they  signed  t 

Answer.  There  is  no  signature  to  them. 
■    Question.  Were  there  any  marks  or  pictures  in  the  letter  ? 

Ansiver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What? 

Answer.  Like  a  skeleton,  or  something  •of  the  sort,  and  telling  me  to  leave  at  such  a 
time,  and  if  I  was  not  gone  what  would  become  of  me.  I  got  hold  of  a^  letter  belong- 
ing to  til  is  gentleman,  Mr.  Grant,  that  they  said  was  his  letter,  and  compared  them 
together,  ana  they  were  the  same  uand writing ;  there  were  precisely -atike. 

Question.  How  was  it  signed  f 

Ansfver.  With  three  K's,  it  was  signed  "K.  K.  K" 

Question.  Was  there  any  picture  of  a  coffin  on  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  only  a  skeleton. 

Question.  How  many  such  letters  did  you  receive  ? 

Answer.  A  couple. 

Question.  Through  the  post-office  t 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  they  were  conveyed  to  me  by  strange  black  people  every  time,  peo- 
ple I  did  not  know  anything  about.  I  asked  where  they  got  tnem.  One  of  them 
went  far  enough  to  tell  me  that  Mi*.  Grant  handed  him  that  note. 

Question.  Do  you  know  any  cases  of  colored  people  being  killed  in  Noxubee  County 
by  men  in  disguise  t 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  such  cases  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  in  the  course  of  a  year  or  two  back  I  have  heard  of  a  good  many, 
but  not  of  late.  This  man  Jerry  Brown  was  killed  over  here,  and  Sam  May  up  here, 
and  this  man  in  Bigbeo  Valley — I  don't  know  whether  they  were  disguised  men  or 
whether  it  was  the  man  that  had  him  in  charge. 

Question.  What  was  his  name  T 

Ansicer.  I  don't  know. 

Quention.  Was  it  the  son  of  Ellen  Grayson  t 

Ansteer.  1  don't  know  whose  son  he  was. 

Question.  It  was  the  one  who  was  put  in  charge  of  a  constable,  and  kept  in  an  out- 
house ? 
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Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Is  it  supposed  that  that  was  his  body  which  was  found  in  the  Bigbee 
River  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  saw  his  mother  at  a  meeting  afterwards,  and  she  told  me  that 
she  had  compared  the  pants  ho  had  on  with  a  piece  of  the  stnff  she  had  at  home,  and 
it  was  from  the  same  piece  of  cloth.    She  said  it  was  her  own  child. 

Question,  You  heard  that  from  her  f 

Answer,  Yes»  sir ;  from  her  lips ;  she  was  satisfied  it  was  her  son. 

Question,  This  body  was  found  three  or  four  miles  from  where  he  had  lived  f 

Answer,  Y'es,  sir. 

Question,  Has  auy  one  been  taken  up  for  his  murder;  that  you  know  of  f 

Answer,  No, sir. 

Question,  You  have  spoken  of  several  whippings,  and  some  murders.  Have  you  ever 
known  of  any  white  people  to  be  taken  up  and  punished  for  these  offenses? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  none  have  been  puuislied  in  this  county.  That  is  one  reason  why  I 
never  reported  ;  I  knew  it  would  do  no  good. 

Question,  Is  that  the  general  feeling  among  the  colored  people — that  it  is  useless  to 
report  these  ofibnses  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  the  courts  will  not  render  them  any  protection  ? 

Answei',  Yes,  sir ;  they  just  take  these  men  up  and  turn  them  loose,  and  if  they  ever 
threaten  them,  then  they  will  kill  them  sure  enough. 

Question,  How  is  it  when  the  colored  people  commit  offenses ;  are  the  courts  swift 
enough  to  find  them  out  and  punish  them  1 

Answer.  Y'es,  sir  j  they  generally  do.  I  believe  all  that  commit  any  crime  in  this 
county,  they  know  them,  and  bring  them  to  the  bar,  and  try  them. 

Question,  But  do  you  not  know  of  any  whites  that  have  been  punished  for  inflicting 
these  outrages  on  the  colored  people  t 

Ansicer,  No,  sir;  they  generally  pay  $40  or  §50,  and  get  off  in  that  way. 

Question,  Do  the  colored  people  feel  themselves  secure  or  insecure  under  this  condi- 
tii»n  of  things  f 

Answer,  They  feel  insecure  every  day. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  auy  talk  among  them  about  emigrating  to  another  coun- 
tr\ — Kansas,  or  some  free  State— where  they  would  be  protected  f 

Answer,  They  wish  that;  that  is  the  general  feeling  among  the  majority  of  the  col- 
ored people. 

Question,  Do  the  white  people  here  favor  the  colored  i>eople  buying  l^nds  and  hav- 
ing homes  t 

Anmcer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  Do  they  throw  obstacles  in  their  way  T 

Aiisicer,  Y'es,  sir:  they  object  to  it. 

Question,  What  do  you  know  or  suppose  to  ba their  reason  f 

Answer,  Their  reason  for  objecting  is,  they  say  that'  if  you  suffer  the  colored  people 
here  to  own  land  they  cannot  get  any  laborers  then,  for  where  a  colored  man 
owns  a  piece  of  land,  as  many  as  can  do  so  will  go  to  their  own  land,  and  that  will 
defeat  them  from  getting  labor. 

Question,  So  that  the  white  owners  of  the  soil  you  think  are  generally  opposed  i^ 
your  people  becoming  owners  of  land  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  or  stock  in  any  way ;  they  don't  believe  in  that.  I  have  known  a 
great  many  that  have  lost  their  stock.  Sometimes  the  employers  would  go  out  atad 
shoot  the  stock  down,  if  they  found  them  in  the  wrong  place.  They  did  not  tell  tbem 
who  killed  them.  The  thing  tells  itself,  that  they  don't  want  them  to  own  stock,  or 
they  would  not  kill  them.  I  have  always  thought  it  right  where  a  man  has  col<ued 
people,  and  the  colored  people  are  raising  stock,  that  he  ought  to  let  the  colored  mas 
have  some  place  to  keep  his  stock.  He  cannot  prepare  it,  unless  he  gives  him  the  priv- 
ilege of  splitting  rails,  and  putting  up  fences,  and  if  he  is  cutting  timber,  of  course  be 
cannot  do  that. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  your  school  broken  up  after  this  warning  T 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  nobody  came  to  interfere  with  it,  but  the  colored  people  com- 
menced persuading  me  to  quit.  They  said  I  had  better,  as  they  thought  somebody 
would  come  and  scare  the  children  to  death,  and  kill  tbem,  and  me,  maybe. 

Question,  You  were  teaching  a  public  school  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  a  public  school.  I  generally  got  money  from  the  Oovemment, 
through  H.  II.  Pease,  of  Vicksburgh. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qitestion.  You  got  money  from  Pease  for  what  t 
Answer,  For  teaching  school. 
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By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  He  is  your  State  snperiotendent  of  education,  is  he  Dot  f 
Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  whenever  I  made  out  a  report  of  the  school^  regularly,  every  month, 
I  always  got  $20  a  month,  and  the  colored  people  helped  some  in  refi^ard  to  living.  This 
is  my  nrst  year  of  my  life  in  farming.    I  never  have  been  able  to  farm  before,  since  I 
was  discharged  from  the  service. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QtiesUon,  Where  does  this  McDannall  live  that  you  say  fired  on  you  f 

Answer.  About  fourteen  or  fifteen  miles  from  here,  near  a  factory  np  here ;  I  don't 
know  whose  factory  they  call  it. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  county  is  it  f 

Answer,  It  is  near  the  line  of  Noxubee  and  Eempet,  and  near  the  line  of  Winston, 
too. 

Question,  You  say  yon  knew  that  Grant  was  in  the  crowd  that  came  to  yon  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Where  does  he  live  f 

Answer,  About  nine  or  ten  miles  belowtme. 

Question,  Who  is  the  colored  man  that  told  you  that  they  were  coming T 

Answer,  A  man  that  lives  at  Mr.  Stewart's,  by  the  name  of  Wesley ;  he  calls  himself 
Wesley  J  they  tell  me  that  is  not  his' name. 

Questton.  Wesley  what  f 

Answer.  Wesley  Stewart. 

Question,  He  lives  at  what  Stewart's  ? 

Atistver.  The  Widow  Stewart,  now.  Dr.  Stewart  died  a  year  or  two  ago,  and  left  bis 
widow. 

Question,  In  what  county  is  Somervillo  ? 

Ansicer,  lu  this  county,  Noxubee. 

Question.  In  what  part  of  the  county  T 

Answer,  I  call  it  the  southwest  part  of  the  county;  what  beat  it  is  I  don't 
know. 

Question.  What  was  the  name  of  the  man  that  yon  got  into  a  quarrel  with,  and  who 
afterwards  shot  at  you  t 

Answer.  Mr.  John  McDannall. 

Question,  Who  were  these  parties  who  met  you  on  the  road  and  asked  you  what 
your  name  was,  and  to  whom  you  gave  the  name  of  Aleck  Billips  f 

Ans^ioer.  William  Elm,  and  Mr.  Brooks — Brooks  was  his  partner.  I  knew  them  both 
very  well.    Hardin  Brooks  was  his  name,  if  I  mistake  not. 

Question.  Had  you  ever  seen  those  men  before  that  time  T 

Answer,  O,  yes,  sir ;  frequently. 

Question,  Then  of  course  they  had  seen  you  and  knew  you  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  had  seen  me. 

Question,  How  happened  it  that  they  did  not  know  yon  at  that  time  f 

Answer,  Because  they  had  not  taken  any  particular  notice  of  me  at  idl. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  Was  it  in  the  night-time  that  you  met  them  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir  ;  it  was  not  in  the  day-time ;  it  was  in  the  night-time.  I  was  not 
very  far  from  their  houses — about  a  quaiiier  of  a  mUe. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Whose  house  T 

Answer.  From  Mr.  Elm's  house,  and  Hardin  Brooks's  house.  In  a  short  while  after 
that,  as  near  as  I  recollect,  they  tied  a  colored  man  up  there,  and  whipped  him  terri- 
bly.   He  used  to  belong  to  one  of  them. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  his  name  f 

Answer,  I  have  forgotten  his  name ;  he  was  a  carpenter.  He  works  here  in  town 
now,  I  think. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  These  same  men  whipped  himf 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  tied  him.  and  whipped  him  with  a  rope. 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  liere  f 

Answer.  About  ten  miles  from  here,  as  nigh  as  I  can  oome. 
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Macon,  Mississippi,  November  8, 1671. 

GEORGE  W.  CAAIPBELL  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  this  witness  is  called  by  the  minority,  General  Blair  will  please 
examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  State  yonr  residence  and  business. 

Anstioer.  Shuqnalak,  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi ;  I  am  a  farmer  now ;  I  used  to  be 
Ameohanic. 

Quesion.  You  are  a  magistrate  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  act  as  coroner  in  the  case  of  a  man  named  Bully  Jack,  that  was 
killed? 

^n«u>er.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Did  you  take  the  testimony  in  that  case  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  was  the  testimony  in  regard  to  the  manner  in  which  ho  came  to  his 
death? 

Answer,  Well,  sir,  as  well  as  I  recollect,  his  wife  t-estified  that  about  9  o'clock  some 
men  came  near  her  door  and  hailed ;  she  said  she  leco^ized  the  voice  as  that  of  Hr. 
Glass,  who  lived  in  the  neighborhood.  He  hailed  probably  a  second  or  third  time,  wad 
she  got  up  and  went  out :  she  still  thought  it  was  Mr.  Glass.  On  drawing  near  to  him 
she  said  she  discovered  tnat  he  was  a  small,  slim  man.  That  seemed  to  me  to  settJfi 
the  question  with  her  about  its  being  Glass,  because  Glass  is  a  large  man,  six  feet  high, 
and  weighs  a  hundred  and  eighty  pounds.  He  then  told  her  his  wagon  was  broken 
down  out  there,  and  wanted  help  to  put  the  wheel  on,  or  something  of  the  sorty  and 
asked  if  there  was  a  man  about  the  place;  she  told  him  yes,  and  W££ed  her  husband 
up,  and  the  men  and  her  husband  went  out  to  the  wagon,  or  where  he  pretended  it  was. 
JSne  said  she  felt  uneasy,  and  went  along  a  little  piece,  but  stopped ;  she  pretty  soon 
heard  her  husband  holler,  as  though  he  was  hurt,  and  then  heard  them  running)  and 
then  heard  the  pistols  fire,  and  she  commenced  hollowing  and  alarmed  all  on  the  place, 
or  in  the  neighborhood.    On  going  out  there  they  found  her  husband  dead. 

Question.  Was  Glass  arrested? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  tried  before  you? 

Answer.  He  was  tried ;  yes,  sir.    I  was  one  of  three  magistrates  that  sat  here. 

Question.  In  a  preliminary  trial  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  w&s  the  result  of  that  trial  ? 

Answer.  Well,  there  was  no  evidence  to  hold  him  to  bail ;  there  was  no  evid^ico 
against  him  except  that  much^  and  she  swore  the  samQ  thing  before  the  jury  of  inquest 
as  before  the  magistrate's  court. 

Question.  Was  there  any  other  evidence  exonerating  him  ? 

Answer.  I  do  not  remember ;  there  was  other  evidence.  There  was  a  white  xmask  by 
the  name  of  Lee,  that  this  man  was  working  with  all  day  together.  Lee  testified  that 
they  worked  all  day  together,  ate  supper  together,  and  went  to  bed  together,  and  slept 
all  night  together.  So  Lee  testified  as  to  Glass.  A  colored  man,  a  brother-in-law  of 
Bully  Jack,  was  arrested  and  tried  also.  There  was  no  evidence  against  him  at  all ; 
not  one  shadow  of  evidence  against  him,  that  I  considered  evidence. 

Question.  Was  he  discharged  also  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  he  was  discharged. 

Question,  What  was  Jack's  character  ? 

Answer.  Well,  when  a  slave,  he  was  notorious  as  a  worker,  and  a  powerful  phyBieal 
man,  a  great  foot-racer,  and  an  uncommon  good  worker,  but,  like  the  most  oi  his  race, 
he  was  considered  treacherous ;  that  was  while  he  was  a  slave.  I  knew  him  well 
during  the  time  he  was  a  slave ;  but  after  the  surrender  he  moved  away,  £Eirther  down 
the  country  from  me,  and  I  did  not  know  so  much  about  him.  Some  time  sinoe  the 
surrender  there  was  a  negro  preacher,  named  Sturks^  cropped  with  some  man  named 
John  Aust.  They  cropped  on  shares.  Sturks  went  there  without  anything,  and  had 
to  be  fnrmshed  with  everything,  and  on  settlement  it  was  a  poor  crop,  and  there  was 
very  little  coming  to  him,  and  he  was  dissatisfied,  and  came  to  me  and  showed  me  his 
contrast,  and  told  me  how  everything  had  run,  and  that  Aust  had  swindled  him  out  of 
everything.  I  added  np  his  expenses,  and  showed  him  that  it  was  impossible  that 
thwe  should  be  anything  coming  to  him,  under  the  circumst-anoes.  That  much  I  know ; 
the  balance  is  hearsay.    Shall  I  tell  that  ? 

Question,  TeU  it  if  you  beUeve  it. 

Answer.  I  know  it  is  true,  as  well  as  I  know  General  Washington  fought 
the  battles  of  the  Revolution.  I  know  it  by  hearing  it.  After  that,  this  Bully  Jack 
was  a  sort  of  a  leading  man  in  the  neighborhood,  and  formed  himself  into  a  coort^ 
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or  a  judge  of  a  court,  and  held  negro  courts  about.    I  know  that,  because  ho  came 
to  me  several  times — I  was  an  acting  magistrate^-to  know  what  was  the  law  on  certain 
subjects.    I  did  not  know  then  that  he  was  holding  courts.    Afterward  I  found  out 
that  he  was  holding  court,  and  that  he  gave  judgment  against  Aust  for  so  much  com 
that  Aust  had  in  his  crib.    Aust  went  from  home  one  day,  and  Bully  Jack  issued  an 
order  that  the  injured  man,  Sturks,  shcmld  take  with  him  two  or  three  other  men  and 
go  and  take  his  com,  which  he  thought  he  was  eutitled  to ;  which  they  did.    When 
they  got  the  com  into  the  wagon  and  drove  out,  they  fired  off  thetr  guns  and  hallooed, 
hurrah  for  freedom,  &c.    They  were  arrested,  all  but  Sturks,  and  bi^nght  here  and  im- 
prisoned and  fined.    Sturks  made  his  escape.    That  thing  was  against  Bully  Jack :  he 
was  back  in  the  dark ;  he  was  not  known  or  arrested  in  the  affair,  but  he  was  the  man 
that  held  the  court  and  gave  the  judgment.    They  were  all  arrested  and  brought  here 
and  tried  and  punished,  according  to  their  crime,  I  suppose,  except  Sturks,  who  made 
his  escape  to  Tennessee,  and  is  there  yet.    He  was  said  to  be  a  leading  man  down  there ; 
white  and  black  were  telling  me  of  it  frequently.    Some  man  came  to  me  for  redress, 
and  said  Bolly  Jack  had  held  a  court  and  ^iveu  judgment  against  him  for  $10  for  get< 
ting  his  daughter  big,  and  he  wanted  to  know  if  he  would  be  forced  to  pay  the  ilO. 
There  was  a  number  of  such  things:  it  was  common;  all  such  tricks  as  that  were 
going  on.    That  is  all  I  know  against  Bully  Jack.    If  people  had  anything  against  him 
that  was  it.    A  good  many  blacks  were  opposed  to  him,  and  he  had  some  enemies 
among  the  white  people.    Another  thin^,  a  man  named  Jenkins^  in  the  neighborhood, 
was  said  to  have  killed  a  black  man.    I lield  an  inquest  over  him ;  there  was  no  pos- 
itive proof  against  Jenkins ;  not  enough  to  hold  him.    Jenkins  was  absent,  I  think, 
about  the  time  of  court,  and  when  he  came  back  some  black  men  told  him  BuUy  Jack 
had  been  trying  to  get  up  evidence  to  try  to  convict  him.    That  was  testified  to  before 
oar  ma^strat^s  court  here.    I  do  not  remember  anything  else  about  it.    You  asked 
about  the  character  of  Bully  Jack ;  that's  about  the  character  I  know  of  him. 
Question,  Did  this  pan  Jenkins  and  Bully  Jack  have  an  explanation  of  that  matter  f 
Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  ever  did  or  not.    The  witness  swore  before  our 
court  of  investigation  here  that  he  was  riding  behind  one  Glass  and  Cy.  Jenkins,  and 
Glass  told  him   Bully  Jack  had  been  trying  to  get  up  evidence  to  repot t  him  to  the 
^rand  jury,  and  Jenkins  observed  that  he  was  sorry  he  was  not  here  j  that  he  would 
have  helped  him  to  report. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

QttesUon.  AThat  was  the  name  of  the  colored  man  Jenkins  was  said  to  have  kiUed  f 

Ariswer,  Lewis  Jordan. 

Qutsthn,  When  was  that? 

Anmver.  That  was  about  1866;  papers  on  the  record  here  will  show ;  they  were  all 
returned  to  the  court.  The  negro  was  found  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  my  house 
with  his  throat  cut.  I,  among  others,  was  summoned  to  examine  into  the  case. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  What  was  the  testimony  of  Bully  Jack's  brother-in-law,  the  negro,  in  refer- 
ence to  Jack's  character  for  turbulence  and  violence  T 

Ansicei'.  1  can't  tell.  Let  me  see.  I  think  he  swore  before  the  ma^strate's  court 
and  the  jury  o/  inquest  that  he  had  told  Jack  repeatedly  that  if  he  didn't  quit  med- 
dling with  white  folks'  business,  he  wouldn't  give  a  chaw  of  tobacco,  or  something  of 
the  sort,  for  his  life.  Bully  Jack's  wife  testified  that  Bully  Jack  and  John  Hill,  his 
brother-in-law,  would  get  orunk  and  quMxel,  but  that  they  were  good  friends ;  that  one 
never  had  anything  but  what  the  other  could  get  it ;  that  they  were  not  at  enmity 
at  all.  There  was  an  attempt  to  show  that  probably  John  Hill  was  instrumental  in  his 
death,  but  there  was  no  evidence  to  that  effect  at  all ;  no  evidence  upon  it  in  that  direc- 
tion, according  to  my  judgment. 

Question.  Was  there  a  spur  found  on  the  ground  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  When  I  was  sent  for  I  went  down  there.  They  had  picked  up  a 
spur  near  the  corpse,  or  between  where  the  tussle  commenced  and  where  the  corpse 
lay.  It  was  a  spur  that  seemed  to  have  been  slung  off  of  a  man's  foot  in  running ;  it 
was  the  smallest  spur,  I  believe,  I  ever  saw  to  go  on  anybody's  foot.  I  tried  it  on,  I 
reckon,  a  dozen  feet,  and  I  never  saw  one  yet  it  could  go  ou. 

Questian.  Did  you  ever  say  to  any  one  that  you  knew  the  man  whose  foot  you  could 
go  and  put  that  spur  on  T 

Ansicer.  1  probably  did ;  I  think  I  did ;  I  have  probably  said  it  several  times,  that  I 
knew  one  man  that  I  believed  the  spur  would  go  on  his  foot,  and  that  I  could  put  it  on. 

Question.  Did  you  mean  to  intimate  by  that  remark  that  he  was  the  guilty  man  f 

Ansicer.  No,  sir;  I  had  no  idea  that  he  had  anything  to  do  with  it  at  all.  I  have  ob- 
served that  several  times.  Dr.  Mosely  lives  below  us,  a  nice,  modest,  unassuming  gen- 
tleman. I  observed  his  foot  afterw&rd,  and  I  have  thrown  it  up  to  him  in  a  joking 
way  several  times :  ^*  You  are  the  man  that  killed  BuUy  Jack ;  you  threw  that  spur  on 
of  your  foot  there ;"  and  he  would  pass  it  off  by  saying,  '^  Why  don't  they  have  me  up  f '' 

37  H 
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and  so  on.  He  lias  a  very  small  foot,  and  I  think  his  is  the  onl^  fbofc  that  I  erer  saw 
that  that  spur  would  go  on,  though  I  never  tried  it :  I  have  tried  it  on  several.  I  never 
intended  to  convey  that  idea,  if  it  hks  heen  taken  tnat  way — ^that  I  knew  the  foot  thai 
it  came  off  of.  I  may  have  sc^id  just  as  I  did  to  Dr.  Moeely.  A  long  time  after  the  thing 
occurred  I  carried  the  spur  in  my  pocket,  and  when  I  saw  a  man  with  a  little  fbotl 
often  spoke  of  it ;  and  one  object  that  I  had  in  view  was,  that  the  people  might  think  of 
it.  I  thought  something  might  he  stirred  up  by  that,  and  I  might  get  the  peofple  ia 
the  community  who*were  opposed  to  such  things  to  thinking  about  it,  and  to  die- 
cover  some  man  tlmt  prohahly  could  wear  the  spur. 

Question,  Were  tue  party  who  killed  Bully  Jack  in  disguise  ? 

Answer,  The  woman  said  not ;  she  said  the  man  she  saw  was  not  in  disguise,  and  I  do 
not  remember  that  any  other  was  seen. 

Question,  Her  description  of  that  man  was  entirely  different  from  the  man  she 
named  f 

Answer,  Different  from  the  man  whose  voice  she  thought  she  recognized.  She  savs, 
'*  I  thought  it  was  Massa  Ebhy  Glass.''  He  lives  near.  She  said  he  hallooed,  and  I 
thought  it  was  him ;  hut  when  I  got  out  the  fact  that  it  was  a  small,  slim  man,  I  saw 
that  tbat  was  a  mistake. 

By  Mr.  Rice  :  • 

Question.  Was  h^  a  white  man  t 
Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  Were  the  footsteps  of  the  party  examined  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  very  carefully.  I  saw  there  had  heen  four  of  them,  and  four  bonea. 
One  of  them  wore  a  large  shoe,  making  quite  a  large  track — ^about  No.  10— and  two 
made  as  small  tracks  as  you  ever  saw  men  make.  One  was  about  a  No.  5,  or  hardlr 
five,  and  the  other  less  than  six,  and  the  smallest  track  had  ptirsu'ed  Bully  Jack.  Jaek 
was  a  great  runner.  When  they  seized  him  he  dislocated  both  arms  in  extricating 
himself.  ]Ee  was  a  powerful  physical  man.  When  he  got  loose  he  started  to  run.  and 
the  man  that  caught  up  close  enough  to  shoot  him  down  must  have  been  an  uncomimoa 
runner  on  foot.  His  step  was  very  small.  John  T.  Mosely  and  myself  measured  Ids 
stops ;  he  must  have  been  running  very  fast  when  ho  overhauled  him  and  shot  him. 

Question,  What  was  the  fourth  track  t 

Answer,  That  was  the  smallest  track. 

Question,  You  have  described  two  of  them  as  being  quite  small,  and  another  qoite 
large  1 

Answer.  Yes,  sir,  and  another  one  that  we  saw  rather  indistinctly.  I  think  probably 
he  held  the  horses :  that  was  our  conclusion  at  the  time.  I  saw  some  tracks  thoe 
which  looked  like  No.  7  or  No.  8  tracks,  but  I  could  not  say  distinctly.  Evidently,  one 
man  was  holding  the  horses,  while  the  others  did  the  mischief. 

Question,  There  has  been  no  clow  found  to  this  matter  f 

Answer,  There  never  has  been  anything  definite.  There  was  a  black  man  camefiom 
Gainesville,  Alabama,  told  mo  that  a  white  man  told  him  that  he  knew  that  morning 
two  hours  before  day  that  Bully  Jack  was  dead ;  and  he  lived  in  Warsaw,  Alabama.  I 
saw  the  white  man  afterward.  The  way  I  came  to  see  him  and  the  negro  is,  I  am  a 
land  agent  for  a  land  speculator  who  lives  in  Gainesville,  and  he  frequently  sends  men 
there  on  business^  and  these  men  were  both  there  on  Lewis's  business.  Ho  told  me  it 
was  well  known  in  Warsaw  that  day  before  day  that  Bully  Jack  was  killed. 

By  the  Chairman: 

Question,  Where  is  Warsaw  T 

Answer,  On  Bigby  River,  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  How  far  is  that  from  the  place  where  Bully  Jack  was  killed  T 
Answer,  It  was  about  eighteen  mUes.  A  day  or  two  ailter  that  thing  oocnired  I  was 
surveying  down  in  the  neighborhood  where  it  occurred,  and  my  attention  was  called 
to  a  place  where  men  had  eat;en  and  fed  horses,  in  another  man's  fieM,  about  half  a 
mile  from  where  Bully  Jack  was  killed.  My  impression  was  that  that  was  the  party, 
and  that  they  had  eaten  their  supper  there  and  fed  their  horses  before  they  w^it  i» 
and  committed  the  murder.  There  was  a  sign  where  four  horses  had  been  tied  and 
fed,  and  then  there  was  a  sardine  box  or  two  thrown  around,  and  two  flaaks  thrown 
down  that  looked  like  they  had  had  spirits  in  them,  and  some  little  crusts  of  bread  and 
other  little  signs  of  parties  having  stopped  there;  and  the  party  owning  the  field  said 
that  sign  was  not  there  the  day  before  Bully  Jack  was  killed ;  that  two  days  afterward 
he  found  it.    He  called  my  attention  to  it. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 
Question.  Was  any  effort  made  to  follow  the  tracks  of  the  horses  f 
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An9W€r,  It  was  a  very  dry  time,  the  let  day  of  September,  1870,  aud  I  told  the  darkeys 
if  they  could  do  anything  at  tracking  to  track.  They  tracked  around  a  great  deal, 
and  thought  they  discovered  where  tracks  were  going  in  certain  directions,  and  they 
said  they  lonnd  some  mule-tracks  and  some  horse-tracks,  but  I  didn't  think  there  was 
any  confidence  to  be  placed  in  it,  because  there  had  not  been  a  drop  of  rain  for  weeks, 
and  there  were  a  great  many  horses  passing.  I  noticed  one  large  mule-track  aud  three  ' 
horses'  tracks  at  the  place.  I  hunted  and  worked  and  frett^  about  it;  I  did  every- 
thing in  my  power  to  get  a  clew  to  it,  but  never  could  work  a  step  onward.  The  peo- 
Ele  there  Suspected  me  of  infidelity  in  the  affair,  and  they  re-arrested  the  parties  and 
ronght  them  here.  I  came  here,  and  the  magistrates  of.  Macon  s^ed  me  to  sit  with 
them  here,  xuid  the  very  same  thing  was  gone  over  here  as  before  the  jury  of  inquest — 
in  fact  it  was  tried  a  third  time  after  my  examination ;  there  were  two  colored  men 
dissatisfied,  and  they  had  the  parties  arrested,  and  tried  them  all  in  Shuqualak,  and 
then  they  thonght  there  was  something  could  be  done  if  they  would  get  them  here, 
and  they  had  them  arrested,  and  they  tried  them  here,  and  it  was  left  just  where  I 
]e0;  it  at  the  corpse ;  not  one  thing  was  found  out.  My  impression  is  that  the  reason 
why  nothing  else  was  found  out  was  because  nobody  knew  anything.  The  parties  that 
did'  it  I  am  satisfied  came  from  Alabama,  and  returned  to  Alabama  that  night.  Fi*om 
all  the  signs  that  was  my  impre^ion,  and  the  conclusion  of  everybody  ih  the  neigh- 
borhood. There  were  several  discreet,  sensilile  men  looked  at  everything  in  it,  and 
that  was  their  conclusion. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  general  condition  of  the  country  in  your  part  of  the 
county  as  to  peace  and  good  order  t 

Ansxcer,  Well,  sir,  peace  and  good  order  prevails  there  all  the  time ;  occasionally 
somebody  gets  killed,  but  that's  the  last  of  it.  There  is  an  investigation  whenever  * 
there  is  a  man  killed,  and  whatever  can  be  made  of  it  is  done.  Now,  there  was  a 
black  man  murdered  at  Shuqualak  some  time  in  the  early  spring,  and  it  was  well 
known  who  did  it.  A  man  named  Murdock  went  to  his  house  and  shot  him ;  I  think 
it  was  because  he  wouldn't  live  with  him. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  was  the  man's  name  that  was  shot? 

Answer.  I  didn't  know  the  man ;  I  didn't  know  the  darky  at  all;  I  never  saw  the 
man,  but  he  lived  a  while  with  Murdock ;  that  is  what  the  people  say ;  there  was  no 
examination.  Mr.  Haines,  my  associate  magistrate,  was  called  on  to  investigate  the 
case,  aud  issued  his  warrant  for  the  arrest  of  Murdock,  aud  the  trial  was  put  off  from 
day  to  day  for  him  to  get  counsel,  or  something  or  other,  and  he  made  his  escape.  It 
was  a  ridiculous  affair,  but  I  had  nothing  to.  do  with  it.  He  sent  for  me  to  help  try 
him,  and  he  said  it  would  not  be  until  next  day,  and  I  went  next  day,  and  before  the 
next  day  the  man  was  gone.  Then  another  darky  was  killed  by  a  woman  right  there 
in  the  neighborhood ;  it  was  just  a  family  fight.  The  woman  stuck  a  knife  in  him, 
and  killed  him ;  he  was  beating  her  witu  a  stick.  These  cases  were  reported  as  Kn- 
Klux  outrages ;  I  saw  them  in  print  afterward.  Two  boys  were  hunting  in  the  neigh- 
borhood, and  one  of  them  had  lowered  himself  in  the  grass,  and  a  rabbit  came  running 
along,  aud  the  other  one  shot  at  it  and  killed  the  boy.  That  was  reported  as  a  Ku- 
Elux  outrage ;  I  saw  it  so  in  print. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Q^ieaiion,  Was  he  a  black  boy  t 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  the  woman  who  killed  this  man  a  black  woman! 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  They  feM  out  about  their  children;  the  children  would  fight. 
They  worked  on  the  railroad.  No  white  person  saw  them  at  all.  It  was  investigated, 
aud  the  proof  showed  that  the  woman  did  it  in  self-defense.  I  think  she  was  acquitted 
before  the  court ;  I  investigated  the  case,  and  held  her  to  bail,  and  she  came  before 
the  judge  and  stood  her  trial,  and  was  acquitted.  I  believe  that  is  all  the  killing  cases 
that  I  know  of  about  there  since  the  surrender.  This  Bully  Jack  case  is  the  only  one 
I  have  any  knowledge  of  that  was  committed  by  unknown  parties. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  murder  of  Peter  Gregory  who  was  killed  at  Mush  a- 
lavillet 

Answer,  I  heard  it,  but  it  is  entirely  out  of  my  neighborhood — about  fifteen  miles  off. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  who  was  shot? 

Answer.  I  do  not  know;  the  black  people  have  most  of  them  more  than  one  name ;  I 
may  have  heard  of  that  case  under  another  name. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qtustwn.  He  lived  in  Winston  County. 

Answer.  I  may  have  heard  of  it,  but  I  didn't  pay  attention  to  it.    I  have  heard  of  ji 
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hftap  of  cases  of  people  being  killed  by  what  was  called  Kn-Klax,  and  I  have  lived  in 
some  dread  of  these  creatures  myself.  I  have  been  threatened  by  them,  and  have  got 
notice  aft^r  notice  that  I  had  better  look  out ;  written  notic<;s  signed  K.  K.  K.  I  was 
helping  the  assessor  assess  the  laud-tax  last  fall,  and  got  a  letter  of  that  sort ;  I  have 
it  with  me ;  I  have  had  it  in  my  pocket  ever* since. 

By  the  Chairman  :    , 

Question.  Will  you  let  me  see  it? 

Jnswtr,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  it,  [producing  letter  hereinafter  aet  forth  ]  I  have  two  or 
three  besides  that ;  I  have  never  shown  them  to  but  one  man  in  the  county,  and  that 
was  a  yonng  roan  named  Simpson  who  lives  in  Shuqnalak ;  he  is  a  particular  £neiHl  M 
mine.    The  notice  is  as  follows : 

"Big  things  on  Ice,  October  14, 1870. 

"  Sir  :  You  are  hereby  ordered  to  come  out  in  your  county  i>aper,  in  fifteen  days,  and 
make  an  explanation  of  your  conduct  of  hear  lately.  We  would  like  to  hear  of  vou 
taking  some  more  social  drinks  with  your  friends  Marshall  Allick  Yandevner.  We 
know  you  to  be  a  white  man  in  day-time  and  a  dam  negro  at  night,  and  if  you  fail  to 
come  out  in  county  paper,  as  above  ordered,  and  give  a  an  account  of  youn*elf,  yoar 
life  will  be  at  stake.  Yon  have  been  waited  on  before  this,  but  the  lady  part  of  your 
family  prevented.  We  do  not  know  you  only  by  carracter.  We  hope  to  hear  from  you 
soon,  and  hope  yon  will  make  a  good  report  of  yourself. 
"  Respectfiilly, 

"  K.  K.  K. 

"  Wash.  Campbell,  Shuqudlak,  Mississippi.^ 

Question.  What  is  meant  by  your  county  paper  f 

Answei\  That  is  our  little  Macon  Beacon,  the  newspaper  published  here  in  this  place. 
I  suppose  that  is  what  thev  meant ;  that  is  what  I  under8tK>od. 

Question.  Did  you  get  this  through  the  post-office  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  What  was  the  post-mark  f 

Answer,  Carrol  ton,  Alabama. 

Qttestion,  What  county  f 

J ti«trcr.  Pickens  County,  right  east  of  here.  ^-^ 

Question.  Did  you  know  this  handwriting  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  studied  it  closely. 

Question.  Who  are  referred  to  here  as  Marshall  and  Alick  f 

Answer,  They  were  bailifis.  Marshall  was  bailiff  of  the  beat  I  live  in,  and  was 
elected  by  the  legislature,  and  then  Vandevenner  was  appointed  in  his  place,  and  ^ey 
both  frequently  had  business  with  me ;  I  was  magistrate.  But  they  were  niistdiken 
about  the  drinks;  I  never  drink  at  all.  I  have  liv^  here  since  '39,  and  was  never  in- 
toxicated or  under  the  influence  of  spirits  the  least  in  my  life. 

Question,  What  did  he  mean  by  saying  you  were  a  negro  at  night  t 

Answer,  I  do  not  know ;  we  have  to  interpret  that  the  best  way  we  can.  I  would 
sometimes  issue  a  summons,  and  they  would  come  to  my  house,  or  I  would  ride  around 
by  their  office  and  give  them  the  paper.  Mr.  Marshall  was  bailiff;  I  had  t<o  manage 
to  get  it  into  his  hands;  when  he  would  return  it  he  would  bring  the  parties  into  my 
house  and  give  him  the  paper.    That  threw  him  into  their  company  often. 

Question.  This  says  that  you  had  been  waited  on  before^ 

Ansiver.  I  do  not  know  what  that  means ;  they  may  have  written  to  me  before. 

Question.  How  far  is  Carroltou  post-office  ftom  where  you  livot 

Answa'.  Thirty  miles  f)robably. 

Question.  Are  you  much  acquainted  up  there  t 

Answer.  I  was  a  long  time  ago ;  I  knew  everybody  in  the  country  then,  but  I  left  that 
country.  I  never  have  lived  there,  but  I  have  had  a  great  many  acquaintances  wromid 
there.  I  used  to  live  here,  and  I  went  with  a  band  of  music  over  there,  and  we  staid 
there  two  or  three  days  at  a  picnic. 

Question.  Whenf 

Answer.  Thirty  years  a^^o.  I  knew  everybody  about  there  then,  and  I  oocasionaDy 
see  them  yet,  and  recognize  them ;  I  am  well  known  there  by  character. 

Question,  What  was  the  purport  of  the  Ku-Klux  letter  you  received  alter  thist 

Answer.  I  lost  that  letter.  Let  me  see  how  it  read:  it  was  addressed  to  me  just  like 
that,  but  no  date  nor  place.  He  said,  **  Well,  Wash,  I  have  listened  and  looked,  bot  I 
can^t  see  nor  hear  of  you."  That  was  the  start  of  it.  He  says,  "  It  seems  yon  ne 
determined  to  destroy  yourself,  and  your  brawny  cehic  friend  will  be  notified  in  writ- 
ing in  a  few  days  what  to  do." 

Question,  Who  was  that  t 

A  nswer.  He  was  assessor.  He  is  a  tremendously  large,  raw-boned  man,  and  of  Iriaii  de- 
scent.   I  suppose  they  meant  him.    It  said,  "You  and  your  brawny  oeltto  friend  wiH 
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be  waited  on  in  a  few  days,  and  yoa  had  better  take  heed.  K.  K.  K/'  Simpson  was 
under  t]ie  impression  that  that  was  written  by  a  German  Jew,  right  in  Sbuqualak,  just 
as  a  hoax ;  but  I  have  never  been  able  to  see  him  write,  and  I  do  not  know  his  writ- 
ing.   Simpson  had  that  letter  the  last  I  knew  of  it. 

Question.  You  say  in  your  testimony  relative  to  Bully  Jack's  case,  that  you  are  satis- 
fied that  the  party  who  murdered  him  came  from  Alabama  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  my  impression,  from  everything  that  has  transpired. 

Question.  From  what  point--Sumter  county  f 

Answer.  I  can't  say ;  I  think  they  came  from  Sumter  county  that  night,  because 
there  was  a  tournament  just  on  the  line  of  Sumter  and  Noxubee  counties.  Just  about 
twelve  or  fourteen  miles  brlow  there,  on  the  last  day  of  August,  and  on  the  night  of— 
no,  on  the  first  of  Septembtr,  the  tournament  was  held ;  and  on  the  night  of  that  day 
Bully  Jack  was  killed.  Several  of  our  neighbors  were  down  at  the  tournament  ridine:, 
and  came  on  from  there  home,  just  after  night,  and  there  were  three  men  met  this  fel- 
low, John  Hill,  in  the  road  that  day,  and  talked  with  him,  but  that  was  all  explained. 
They  lived  just  above  there,  and  they  were  brought  in  here  to  testify  that  they  met 
John  Hill. 

Question.  Was  Bully  Jack  known  to  people  in  Sumter  County,  Alabama  T 

Ansicer.  O,  yes ;  the  two  counties  adjom.  They  are  very  nch  counties ;  there  are 
a  ^reat  many  black  people.  He  lived  right  on  the  line.  He  was  known  over  at  the 
B^lard  place  and  Gilbert's.  Several  rich  men  lived  over  there,  and  there  was  passing 
back  and  forth,  preaching,  and  so  on,  bnt  that  was  not  the  way  he  was  got  at.  The 
probability  is  not  that  it  was  his  acquaintance  over  there ;  the  probability  is  that  that 
party  that  came  were  notified  to  come  there. 

Question.  You  suppose  that  his  enemies,  or  those  who  were  interested  in  putting 
BuUy  Jack  out  of  the  way,  gave  information  to  other  parties  over  the  State  line  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  that  is  just  supposition  on  my  part.  I  have  no  more  knowl- 
edge of  it  than  you  have. 

Qu^tion.  Is  it  commonly  supposed  that  the  Ku-Klux  change  works  in  that  way,  and 
where  a  murder  is  committed  that  some  Klan  comes  from  a  distance  to  do  it,  and  re- 
treats Y 

Ansicer.  I  do  not  know  whether  that  is  the  general  understanding  or  not.  I  have 
never  had  anything  to  do  with  the  Ku-Klux,  and  have  never  been  where  they  did 
much.  This  is  the  only  case  I  knew  of  in  my  life,  except  the  one  on  Mr.  Power's  place 
up  here,  which  I  suppose  was  by  a  parcel  of  boys  that  fixed  up  disguises,  and  got 
drunk,  and  went  over  to  Mr.  Powers's  place  and  cut  up  the  negroes,  and  one  of  them 
^ot  shot  and  killed.  That  was  thirty  miles  from  my  neighborhood.  I  got  it  firom 
Governor  Powers. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  great  many  negroes  being  killed  anO  whipped  f 

Answ*ir.  I  think  I  have — away  in  remote  places. 

Qwistion^  You  have  heard  of  cases  where  they  have  been  whipped  and  killed  by  men 
in  disguise  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Did  yon  hear  of  the  case  of  Dick  Malone  being  killed  by  disguised  men  f 

Answer.  I  believe  I  did  hear  of  that,  away  up  hero.  A  parcel  of  men  came  in  disguise 
to  whip  a  woman,  or  a  man,«and  some  one,  Dick  Malone,  probably,  followed  them  and 
was  killed. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  they  were  disguised  f 

Ansicer.  I  can't  say  whether  I  did  or  not.  I  am  under  the  impression  that  I  heard 
that  they  were  not  disguised. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Kitt  that  was  killed  f 

Answer.  I  don't  remember  the  name. 

Question.  Or  Sol.  Triplott  ? 

Answer.  I  know  the  name  of  Triplett,  and  I  have  heard  of  a  good  deal  of  mischief 
being  done  in  the  Triplett  neighborhood,  but  it  is  entirely  remote  fiom  my  neighbor- 
hood. 

Question.  Your  county  is  pretty  large  ? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Noxubee  County  lias  about  twenty  townships,  of  six  miles  sqnare 
each.    A  pretty  big  county — it  is  twenty-four  miles  by  thirty. 

Question.  Have  you  ever  seen  any  men  in  disguise  yourself  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  never. 

Qu^Uon.  Have  they  ever  been  in  your  part  of  the  county  f 

Answer.  I  don't  think  there  has  ever  been  a  man  seen  in  my  part  of  the  county.  I 
never  have  heard  of  one.  I  never  saw  a  man  in  disguise.  1  saw  a  man,  who  I  was 
told  afterwards  was  a  man  I  knew  very  well,  but  I. had  no  knowledge  of  him  at  the 
time  I  saw  him  that  it  was  him.  He  must  have  been  disguised.  That  was  in  Colum- 
bus, up  here. 

Question.  When  you  speak  of  x>eace  and  good  order  prevailing  in  your  county,  you 
of  course  mean  to  except  these  cases  of  violence  you  have  heard  of,  where  negroes  have 
been  whipped  and  killed  by  disguised  men  or  otherwise  ? 
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Ansi  er.  Yes,  sir ;  I  do  not  think  any  Iiave  been  whipped  in  our  neighborhood  by  Any- 
body in  disguise  or  oat  of  disgnise. 

Question.  You  have  heard  or  whipping  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  awa^  off.  I  heard  of  a  desperate  case  in  the  eastern  part  of  the 
county.    I  was  at  that  time  assessing  taxes  in  another  part,  and  finally  got  around. 

Question.  What  was  that  case  t 

Answer.  I  never  could  heieur  of  it  in  the  neighborhood  where  it  occurred — I  never 
could  find  out  anything  about  it.  It  seemed  there  never  had  been  such  a  case.  Sacb 
reports  are  started  by  mischievous  persons. 

Quention.  Have  you  ever  known  or  heard  of  any  of  these  disguised  men  being  anected 
and  brought  to  trial  and  punished  for  their  misdeeds? 

Answer,  I  think  I  have  ;  in  Pontotoc,  or  some  remote  place. 

Question.  But  in  Noxubee  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have.  I  think  a  darky  was  onoe  arrested  in  the  court- 
house, but  it  was  jast  some  mischief. 

Question.  When  did  you  first  hear  of  the  Ku-Klux  Klan  T 

Answer.  Some  time  since  the  surrender.    It  was  up  in  Tennessee  I  heard. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  that  it  spread  into  Alabama  and  Mississippi  f 

Anstoer.  I  could  hear  of  it  in  Tennessee,  and  nigher  and  nigher,  and  cominff  on,  and 
in  a  little  while  it  came  around  into  this  State,  and  over  into  Alabama,  and  mialiy— I 
don't  remember  where  is  the  nearest  I  have  heard  of  difguised  men  being  seen. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  good  many  outrages  by  the  Ku^Klux  being  perpetrated 
in  Sumter  and  Pickens  Counties,  Alabama  f 

Ansfwer.  In  Sumter  I  did.  I  do  not  know  nmoh  about  Pickens  county.  I  do  not 
have  much  communication  there.  I  did  hear  of  a  good  deal  in  Pickens  County,  ol 
somebody  being  punished  or  abused  by  Ku-Klux  in  Pickens  County,  and  a  good 
many  in  Sumter. 

QaesUon.  Can  you  name  any  particular  cases  in  Sumter  Counl^f 

Ansioer.  1  do  not  remember  any  particular  cases.  I  think  were  was  a  shenSyix 
something  of  the  sort,  killed  there,  but  I  have  no  knowledge  about  it. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  the  case  of  Jordan,  whose  throat  was  cut,  that  occurred,  yoi 
said,  in  1866. 

Ansioer.  It  was  Just  after  the-surrender.   I  will  not  be  certain  about  that. 

Question.  Was  he  said  to  have  been  Ku-Kluxed  f 

Answer.  No.    I  never  had  heard  of  any  Ku-Klux  in  this  county  then. 

Question.  Was  that  said  to  have  been  a  private  assassination  f 

Answer.  Yes ;  it  was  so  considered  by  the  jury  of  inquest. 

Question.  The  killing  committed  by  a  single  man  f 

Ansicer.  I  think  the  impression  was  that  there  was  more  than  one. 

Question.  Concerned  in  t}ie  killing  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  I  was  not  the  magistrate  when  that  investigation  took  place. 
I  was  simply  one  of  the  jury  of  inquest.  The  coroner  of  the  county  held  the  inquest 
himself. 

Question.  You  spoke  of  a  colored  man  being  ^ot  in  Shuqualak  last  spring.  I  b^i0?e 
you  said  you  did  not  recollect  his  name. 

Answer.  No ;  I  do  not  remember  his  name. 

Question.  Were  there  more  than  one  man  concerned  in  that  ? 

Answer.  I  tbiuk  there  was  only  one  concerned  in  the  murder.  There  was  a  shoe- 
maker with  the  man — a  very  inoffensive  kind  of  man. 

Question.  But  ho  was  afraid  of  Murdock  t 

Answer.  Ho  tried  to  prevent  the  murder,  but  when  Murdock  told  him  to  stand  off 
he  was  afraid,  and  did  so. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  You  said  there  was  a  disgnised  party  on  Governor  Powers's  place. 

Answer.  Yes.  Powers  can  tell  you  more  about  that  than  I  can.  He  has  had  it  inves- 
tigated. 

Question.  What  was  it  f 

Ansicer.  There  was  a  whole  parcel  of  fellows  there,  but  this  is  only  he^^ay  on  my 
part — that  a  party  of  disguised  persons  went  to  (Sovemor  Powers's  place,  and  arrested 
a  man  named  Matt.  Duncan,  and  started  away  with  him,  and  he  escaped,  and  they  got 
to  shooting  aboujk  promiscuously^  and  some  man  shot  a  young  fellow  named  Evans, 
who  was  in  disguise;  and  killed  him.    He  died  next  day. 
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Macon,  Mississippi,  November  8, 1871. 
Lientenant  Governor  RIDGELEY  C.  POWERS  sworn  and  examined. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  may  state  your  place  of  residence  and  official  position,  governor. 
Ajiswer,  My  residence  is  near  Shaqualak,  in  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi.    I  am 
lieutenant  governor  of  this  State. 

Question,  How  long  have  you  lived  in  Noxubee  County  f 

Jnswer.  I  have  lived  here  since  December,  1865. 

Question.  When  were  you  elected  to  the  office  which  you  now  hold  f 

Aiistcer.  The  1st  of  December,  1869. 

Question.  What  portions  of  the  State  did  you  canvass  previous  to  your  election  last 

Answer,  During  the -canvass  of  1869?  « 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Anstcer,  The  third  congressional  district. 

Question.  What  counties  compose  that  district  ? 

Ans^ver.  Noxubee,  Winston,  Neshoba,  Kemper,  CarroU,  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Attala, 
and  Leake. 

Question,  Have  you  canvassed  any  portion  of  the  State  this  faU  ? 

Jifitftrer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  What  portions! 

Ansicer,  Well,  sir,  I  have  been  all  over  the  State,  not  in  all  the  counties,  but  in  every 
portion,  from  the  southern  tier  of  counties  to  the  northern  tier.  I  have  been  in  all 
parts  of  the  State. 

Question,  The  committee  are  desirous  of  informing  themselves  of  the  condition  of 
society  in  the  State  of  Blississippi,  as  to  peace  and  good  order ^  and  bow  the  laws  are 
enforced,  and  what  measnre  of  security  exists  at  the  present  time  for  life,  person,  and 
property ;  and  whether  all  classes  of  people  are  free  to  express  their  opinions,  and  to 
vote  freely  at  the  ballot-box.  Upon  these  several  subjects,  the  oommittee  desire  any 
information  that  yon  are  able  to  give,  derived  from  your  own  personal  knowledge,  or 
from  information  which  you  deem  reliable. 

Answer.  Well,  that  is  a  pretty  big  subject,  and  covers  a  good  deal  of  ground.  We 
have  not  had  much  difficulty  here  in  Mississippi;  with  the  exception  of  three  or  four 
counties  a^oining  Alabama. 

Question.  What  are  those  counties  ? 

Answer.  They  are,  commencing  on  the  north,  Monroe^  Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Noxubee, 
Kemper,  and  Lauderdale. 

By  Mr.  Buckley: 

Question,  Do  you  exclude  Winston  f 

Answer,  I  would  not  leave  out  Winston.  Winston  is  the  worst  of  the  number.  There 
has  been  considerable  violence  since  I  have  lived  in  the  State  in  those  counties,  but 
outside  of  those,  with  few  exceptions^  there  has  been  no  trouble  in  enforcing  the  law. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Qu^ion,  What  is  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  these  excepted  counties  that 
you  have  mentioned? 


there 

riot 

traversing  the  countrv  at  night. 

Queaiion,  What  eviaence  lubve  you  of  the  existence  of  such  bands  prowling  through 
the  country  at  night,  and  committing  acts  of  lawlessness  f 

Answer.  The  only  evidence  that  I  have  is  the  evidence  of  gentlemen  who  have  wit- 
nessed some  of  their  depredations;  but  the  most  positive  that  I  have  is  an  occurrence 
that  happened  at  one  of  my  plantations,  in  Kemper  County,  last  May.  About  the  26th  of 
May,  I  believe,  a  body  of  men  came  to  my  plantation  at  night,  about  2  o'clock  in  the 
morning  and  took  out  a  colored  man  from  his  cabin,  with  the  apparent  intention  of 
murdering  him.  They  fired  at  my  superintendent,  too,  through  his  bed-room  door,  and 
broke  into  his  room ;  broke  the  door. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qussiion.  They  fired  into  your  superintendent t 

Answer.  They  fired  into  his  sleeping-room.  He  was  up  and  at  the  door.  They  de- 
manded admittance,  and  he  refused  to  open  the  door,  and  they  fired  two  shots  in  the 
direction  in  which  they  heard  his  voice.  Both  balls  passed  into  the  roooi.  Then  they 
burst  into  his  room.  It  was  very  dark.  About  this  time  one  of  their  men  was  shot 
and  killed.  It  was  a  young  man  by  the  name  of  Oeorge  Evans,  who  lived  in  the 
neighborhood  there,  and  they  then  left  without  committing  any  further  violence. 
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'^         By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  How  large  was  this  party  T 

Answer,  About  fifteen,  as  near  as  tne  hands  on  the  place  could  Jndge.  It  was  some- 
where from  fifteen  to  twenty ;  they  estimated  it  at  fifteen. 

Question,  Were  they  moouted  f 

Jimcer,  Yes,  sir,  and  disguised.  They  left  at  the  plantation  two  of  their  disguises 
in  their  haste  to  get  away.  They  were  considerably  frightened  when  they  found  them- 
selves had  been  &ed  upon,  and  one  of  their  men  kUled ;  and  tliev  left  two  of  their  dis- 
guises, which  are  in  the  hands  of  the  United  States  marshal  at  this  time,  I  believe. 

Question,  Did  you  examine  them  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Describe  them  as  well  as  you  can. 

Anstoer,  Well,  they  were  just  loose  gowns,  very  much  like  a  study-gown  ;  a  loose 
gown,  put  on  oyer  the  neck,  hanging  down  nearly  to  the  feet.  Those  were  made  out 
of  calico,  cheap  calico. 

Qu^tion,  Were  there  any  disguises  for  the  face  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir:  some  whiskers  made  of  hair  taken  from  a  cow's  tail,  probably,  or  a 
mule's  tail,  and  a  mustache  or  two,  that  were  picked  up. 

Question,  In  their  manufacture  did  they  evince  skill,  as  if  some  tailor  or  woman 
had  sewed  them  f 

Anstver,  They  looked  as  though  they  had  been  sewed  by  some  woman ;  just  hastily 
put  together. 

Question,  How  was  the  hair  attached,  which  constituted  the  mustache  or  whiskers  ? 

Answer,  It  was  by  a  string,  I  think.  It  was  attached  by  tying  around  the  head  with 
a  string,  I  should  say,  by  the  appearance  of  it. 

Question,  Who  was  George  Evans,  that  you  have  named  as  one  of  the  assailants  who 
was  killed? 

Answer,  He  was  a  young  man.  I  do  not  know  his  age.  Probably  not  of  age  ;  less 
than  twenty-one,  who  lived  in  that  neighborhood.  His  father,  Richard  Evans,  has 
been  an  old  resident  there  for  many  years ;  a  violent  man. 

Question.  Violent  in  what  respect  ? 

'Answe}\  A  man  given  to  drink ;  given  to  fighting. 

Quostioiu  Was  he  a  planter  before  the  war  f 

Answei',  Yes,  sir ;  he  planted  on  a  small  scale ;  a  small  farm. 

Question.  What  was  the  character  of  the  son,  George  Evans  7 

Answer.  He  bore  a  very  good  character — the  best  of  the  family.  There  were  several 
of  the  boys,  three  or  four,  I  think.  George  was  regarded  as  the  most  quiet  and  orderly 
of  the  boys.  ^ 

Question,  Was  his  body  left  upon  the  ground  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  his  body  was  taken  away  and  carried  to  his  father's  bouse. 

QwAition.  Was  ther«  a  public  funeral  t 

Answer,  No,  sir.    Well,  a  few  neighbors  came  in. 

QneeHoH,  Was  any  efiibrt  made  to  cover  it  up? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  To  prevent  publicity  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir :  there  was  an  efifbrt  made.  It  was  given  out  in  the  neighborhood 
that  he  died  of  a  kind  of  cholera-morbus :  that  he  died  from  overeating  oystCiTs  and 
sardines.  That  was  given  out  by  a  few  of  his  friends  directly  after  his  death,  bnt  that 
was  afterwards  abapdoned. 

Question,  What  was  done  with  the  colored  man  upon  whom  the  raid  was  made  f 

Answer,  He  broke  away.  At  the  time  George  Evans  was  shot  l^ey  were  standing 
near  together,  and  those  that  were  guarding  him  were  rather  paralyzed  at  seeing 
George  fall,  and  while  their  attention  was  tniWMl  to  him  the  man  ran.  They  fired  sev- 
eral shots  at  him  as  he  ran  away  from  them,  but  he  was  not  injured  at  all ;  he  got 
away.    He  is  living  now  on  my  plantation  in  this  county  here. 

Question,  Had  he  received  any  notice  of  this  visit  f 

Answer,  None  whatever. 

Question,  Any  letter  or  message  from  the  Ku-Klux  f 

Ansieer,  None  whatever.  He  nad  a  small  brother,  who  was  murdered,  probably  by 
the  same  men,  two  years  previous,  and  this  boy.  Matt.  Duncan,  on  my  plantatios^ 
reported  that  to  the  soldiers  down  at  Camp  Lauderdale.  There  was  an  inrestigatioikf 
and  a  good  many  citizens  were  taken  down  there.  This  boy,  Duncan,  was  taken  frnn 
his  house,  murdered,  drawn  and  quartered,  and  thrown  into  Talladega  swamp. 

Question.  What  was  his  offense  i 

Answer,  I  never  heard  that  he  was  charged  with  any  offense. 

Question,  Was  that  said  to  have  been  done  by  a  band  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Two  years  before  f 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir;  about  that. 
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QucsHan.  Aod  Matt.  Duncan,  the  colored  man  on  your  place,  reported  the  death  of 
his  brother,  and  sought  to  have  the  perpetrators  brought  to  justice  ? 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  That  is  the  only  cause  of  offense  you  know  existing];  against  him  ? 

Amicei'.  Yes,  sir  j  the  only  one.  He  is  a  very  quiet,  industrious,  hard-working  man. 
He  soldoui  left  the  plantation,  and  no  one  had  anything  against  him,  so  far  as  I  know. 

Quention,  Kemp^:r  lies  acyoining  Noxubee  on  the  sontli  f 

Amwer,  Yes,  sir. 

Que8iian.  And  the  two  races  are  pretty  nearly  evenly  balanced? 

Anstcer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  blacks  are  a  little  in  the  majority. 

Qnesticrtu  I  see  that  tile  census  shows  of  blacks,  7,214,  and  of  whites,  5,706  f 

Ansicer,  Yes,  sir. 

Qu€8tion.  Are  you  informed  what  pique  they  had  against  that  overseer  that  they 
sought  to  kill  him  7 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  I  do  not  know  that  there  was  anything  against  him  in  the  commu- 
nity there.  He  never  had  received  any  notice  to  quit  the  place,  nor  had  he  been  led 
to  believe  that  his  presence  there  was  objectionable  to  any  of  them. 

Question.  Was  he  a  white,  or  colored  man  f 

Aji9Win\  A  white  man. 

Question,  Bid  you  ever  investigate  this  matter  to  satisfy  yourself  from  what  locality 
these  raiders  camef 

Ansicer.  Y'es,  sir :  sufficiently  to  satisfy  myself  that  they  were  a  band  gotten  up  right 
there  in  the  neighborhood,  within  not  to  exceed  eight  miles  from  the  plantation ;  in 
fact,  an  investigation  was  had  before  the  United  States  graqd  jury,  at  Jackson,  and 
part  of  the  number  were  indicted,  and  old  man  Evans  and  one  of  his  boys  quit  the 
countij.  They  succeeded  in  evading  the  arrest,  and  have  quit  the  country.  The  evi- 
dence IS  sufficient  to  satisfy  me  that  the  entire  body  was  organized  right  therein  that 
neighborhood. 

Qu^tion.  Y''ou  have  a  plantation  in  this  county,  Noxubee? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Has  that  ever  been  visited  by  them  ? 

Answer,  No,  sir ;  never  been  visited. 

Question.  You  have  now  given  the  particulars  of  one  act  of  violence.  You  may  state 
to  the  committee  any  others  which  occur  to  you.  I  refer  specially  to  these  acts  of  vio- 
lence which  were  committed  by  men  banded  together  at  night,  whether  disguised  or 
otherwise. 

Ansxcer.  There  has  been  but  one  act  of  the  kind  in  my  immediate  neighborhood. 
That  occuned  about  two  years  ago,  I  think ;  I  do  not  remember  exactly. 

Ques^ian.  What  case  was  that? 

Answer,  The  case  of  Bully  Jack.  I  presume  vou  had  a  statement  of  that  from  Mr. 
Campbell,  who  was  in  preceding  me.    Did  he  tell  yon  of  that  case  ? 

Question,  He  did. 

Ansjcer,  It  will  not  be  necessary  for  me  to  give  a  statement,  then,  in  regard  to  it? 

Question.  No  more  than  to  give  your  opinion  as  to  the  locality  from  which  Bully 
Jaek's  murderers  came. 

Answer,  I  have  always  been  of  the  opinion,  from  the  evidence  before  me,  that  they 
came  from  across  the  Alabama  line. 

Question,  From  Pickens  or  Sumter  County,  Alabama? 

Ansicm;  I  do  not  know  as  to  that. 

Question.  You  may  state  to  the  committee  the  evidence  upon  which  yon  come  to 
your  conclusion,  or  your  .reasons  for  that  opinion. 

Answer,  Some  of  these  men  from  across  the  line  had  visited  the  neighborhood,  had 
been  to  Shuqualak  on  several  occasions,  and  they  seemed  to  be  drinking,  violent  men. 
I  am  acquainted  with  all  the  men  in  this  county  in  that  neighboiiiood.  I  do  not  think 
that  a  body  of  that  number  could  be  gotten  toffcther  for  such  a  purpose  in  that  neigh- 
borhood, and  there  is  no  other  place  where  such  a  body  could  have  originatedt  except 
across  the  line,  and  it  has  been  reported  to  me  that  tnere  existed  a  lK>dy  of  violent 
men  in  the  adjoining  counties. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  other  raids  from  any  of  the  adjoining  counties  in  Ala- 
bama upon  other  counties  in  this  State  ? 

Answer,  1  have  heard  of  them. 

Question,  What  is  your  belief  as  to  the  understanding  or  confederation  between 
gangs  of  lawless  men  in  this  State  and  similar  bands  in  Alabama? 

Answer,  I  believe  they  have  a  general  understanding ;  that  they  have  communica- 
tion— tbe  bands  in  this  State  and  the  organization  in  Alabama. 

Question,  Is  it  your  opinion  that  when  a  death  or  whipping  or  other  outrage  is  de- 
creed a  band  from  a  distance  is  designated  or  called  upon  to  execute  the  decree  ? 

An»w€r,  I  tbink  that  is  the  case  in  many  instances. 

Question,  You  may  g^ive  to  the  committee  what  informatiou  yon  have  as  to  the  exist- 
ence of  a  secret  organization  of  men,  oath-bound,  whose  purposes  are  violence,  and 
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-when,  acrsording  to  your  best  informatioD,  it  origlDated,  and  bow  extensively  it  baa 
spread  tbrougb  the  country  f 

Anmoer.  The  only  information  I  have  now  of  this  matter  is  based  so  much  npon  bear- 
say  and  what  I  have  read,  that  my  evidence  would  be  almost  entirely  drawn  mim  such 
sources — what  I  have  read  and  what  I  have  heard  gentlemen  say. 

Question,  We  liave  regarded  that  as  legitimate  where  the  sonrcee  of  yonr  infosma- 
tiou  are  deemed  by  yon  aa  reliable.  Wo  are  in  the  habit  every  day  of  taking  evideooe 
not  proceeding  from  personal  knowledge,  but  from  information  acquired  from  public 
prints,  and  from  rumors,  and  what  other  people  have  said. 

Anstver.  1  believe  the  common  belief  among  people  here  is  that  General  Forrest  was 
the  originator  or  the  leader  of  the  organization  in  this  section  of  the  country ;  that  h« 
was  the  first  that  started  the  organization  in  the  State  of  Mississippi. 

QuesHan.  About  what  yeart 

Answer,  About  1868, 1  think. 

Question.  Do  you  refer  to  General  N.  B.  Forrest  t 

Anstcer,  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  instrumental  in  having  several  organizations  formed  in  the 
northern  part  of  this  State,  as  I  believe,  and  as  a  good  many  others  believe  with  whom 
I  have  talked  upon  the  subject :  and  it  nas  spread  somewhat  over  the  State.  I  believe, 
though,  in  the  northern  part  of  the  State,  where  these  organizaticms  were  first  formed, 
they  nave  been  practically  abandoned.  I  know  some  men  who  have  told  me  that  they 
belonged  to  the  organization  at  that  time^  and  that  Forrest  first  introduced  them,  bA 
they  claim  that  the  object  was  not  to  do  violence  at  that  time,  but  that  tiie  object 
was  to  scare  colored  people  by  disguises,  &c, ;  not  to  commit  violent  acts ;  to  keep 
them,  however,  from  tne  polls,  or  force  tnem  to  vote  as  the  organization  desired  them 
to  vote,  without  committing  violent  acts. 

QuesUon.  Did  you  understand  that  in  its  organization  it  was  a  purely  poUHcal  so- 
ciety formed  for  the  pnr^ose  of  carrying  the  elections  t 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  is  as  I  understood  it.  I  think  this  turn  it  has  taken  was  noi 
contemplated  at  the  outset,  and  I  believe  a  great  many  men  who  were  "willing  to  gp 
into  the  organization  at  the  first,  when  they  found  the  character  it  was  aboat  to  as- 
sume, abandoned  it.  It  failed  to  get  a  footing  in  a  great  many  of  the  counties  of  this 
State  from  the  violent  turn  it  seemed  to  take  a  short  time  after  it  was  organized. 

Question,  Have  you  ever  heard  of  the  obli^tion  which  those  initiated  tookt 

Answsr.  Yes,  sir,  I  have  seen  it  and  heard  it  read. 

Question.  I  will  ask  you  to  state  whether  the  obligation  which  I  shall  now  read  to 
you  is  the  one  which  you  understood  was  taken  by  members  joining  that  order  in  this 
part  of  the  country : 

"  You  solemnly  swear  in  the  presence  of  Almighty  God  that  you  will  never  reveal  tiie 
name  of  the  person  who  initiated  yon ;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  what  is  now 
about  to  come  to  your  knowledge  ;  and  that  yon  are  not  now  a  member  of  the  Red 
String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of  America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any 
other  organization  whose  aim  and  intention  is  to  destroy  the  rights  of  the  South,  or  <u 
the  States,  or  of  the  x>eople,  or  to  elevate  the  negro  to  a  politi^  equality  with  yooi^ 
self;  and  that  you  are  opposed  to  all  such  principles:  So  nelp  you  God. 

"  You  further  swear  before  Almighty  God  that  you  will  be  true  to  the  principles  of 
this  brotherhood  and  the  members  thereof;  and  that  you  will  never  reveal  any  of  the 
secrets,  orders,  acts,  or  edicts,  and  that  you  will  never  make  known  to  any  person  not 
a  known  member  of  this  brotherhood  that  yon  are  a  member  yourself^  or  who  ars 
members ;  and  that  you  will  never  assist  in  initiating,  or  allow  to  be  initiated,  if  yoa 
can  prevent  it,  any  one  belonging  to  the  Red  String  Order,  Union  League,  Heroes  of 
America,  Grand  Army  of  the  Republic,  or  any  one  holding  r^ical  views  or  opinions; 
and  should  any  members  of  this  brotherhoocl,  or  their  families,  be  in  danger,  yon  wfll 
inform  them  of  their  danger,  and,  if  necessary,  will  go  to  their  assistance ;  and  that  yoo 
will  oppose  all  radicals  and  negroes  in  all  of  their  political  designs ;  and  that  should 
any  radical  or  negro  impose  on,  abuse,  or  injure  any  member  of  this  brotherhood,  y«a 
will  assist  him  in  punishiug  him  in  any  manner  the  camp  may  direct. 
i  **  Yon  frirther  swear  that  you  will  obey  all  calls  and  summons  of  the  chief  of  your 
camp  or  brotherhood,  should  it  be  in  your  power  so  to  do. 

"  Given  upon  this,  your  obligation,  that  you  will  never  give  the  word  of  distress  aniess 
you  are  iu  great  neea  of  assistance ;  and  should  you  hear  it  given  by  ^ny  brother,  yon 
will  go  to  bis  or  their  assistance ;  and  should  any  member  reveal  any  of  the  secrets, 
acts,  orders,  or  edicts  of  the  brotherhood,  you  will  assist  in  punishing  him  in  any  way 
the  camp  may  direct  or  approve  of:  So  help  you  God." 

Answer,  The  verbiage  is  a  little  different  from  the  oath  I  heard  read,  though  the  sub- 
stance is  the  same — about  the  same.  The  oath  I  saw  was  handed  to  me  by  a  young 
man  named  Taliaferro,  who  claimed  that  he  had  been  initiated,  or  not  exactly  ini- 
tiated, but  hadin  some  way  gotten  in  and  obtained  their  confidence,  and  wa8  supposed 
to  belong.  He  lived  in  this  county,  and  he  showed  me  a  copy  of  the  oath  he  had  takes, 
and  the  substance  of  it  was  about  the  same. 

Question.  Have  you  any  information  upon  the  snbiect  from  any  other  persona  tiian 
Taliaferro,  who  have  belonged  or  claimed  to  have  belonged  to  that  organization  t 
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Answer,  A  young  man  froin  Winston  County,  by  the  name  of— the  name  has 
passed  ont  of  my  mind  jast  now — whose  brothers,  he  claimed,  belonged,  and  he  made 
some  rerelations  down  at  Jackson,  and  he  informed  me  of  the  oath.  He  had  access  to 
it  through  his  brothers  in  some  way.  I  forget  his  name  now.  He  was  a  Methodist 
minister.  His  brothers  belonged  to  the  organization,  as  he  claimed,  and  he  had  got 
access  to  it  through  them,  and  had  found  out  considerable  about  the  organization 
through  them. 

Question.  Have  you  seen  or  been  informed  of  manifestations  of  the  existence  of  this 
order  in  certain  parta  of  the  State  of  Mississippi,  since  1866  f 

Answer.  Tes,  sir ;  in  the  counties  that  I  named.  In  each  of  those  counties  there  have 
been  manifestations  that  I  have  heard  of.  I  have  not  been  personally  knowing  to  any 
of  them,  except  the  one  I  have  named  on  my  own  plantation. 

Queation.  How  late  is  the  last  outrage  you  have  heard  of  committed  by  disguised 
men  f 

Answer.  I  believe  the  whipping  of  Huggins,  at  Aberdeen,  was  the  last.  A.  P.  Huggins 
was  an  internal-revenue  officer. 

Question.  That  occurred  this  spring  some  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  No,  I  heard  of  two  or  three  down  in  Lauderdale  County  later  than 
that,  only  a  few  weeks  ago— the  murder  of  a  colored  man  down  at  Lauderdale  Springs ; 
it  was  said  to  have  been  done  by  mistake.  I  have  no  positive  information  myself, 
though,  in  regard  to  that. 

Qusstian.  Lauderdale  is  the  same  county  in  which  the  riot  occurred  at  Meridian  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  several  murders  of  colored  m^i  in  this  county  from 
time  to  time  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  cases  of  Peter  Greg<Mry  and  Dick  Malone  and  Bully 
Jaokf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Johnson  Keitt  f 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  Solomon  Triplett  f 

Ansrcer.  Yes,  sir;  I  have  heard  of  that. 

QnesUon.  Have  you  heard  of  the  case  of  AUen  Bird  who  was  killed  in  July  in  Win- 
ston County  f 
.  Answer.  Yes,  sir  j  I  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  May,  killed  near  BrooksvDle,  in  this 
county  T 

Ansicer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  heard  of  that. 

Question.  Did  you  hear  of  the  case  of  Lewis  Jordon,  kUled  near  Squire  Campbell^s 
place,  his  throat  cut  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  was  about  a  year  or  so  back. 

Anstoer.  I  did  not  hear  of  that,  or  if  I  did  it  has  passed  from  my  memory  now. 

Question.  Have  yon  heard  of  several  cases  of  negroes  being  whipped  by  men  in  dis- 
gniset 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  I  have  heard  of  several.  There  was  one  neffro  whipped  by  this 
same  body  of  men  that  came  to  my  plantation,  on  an  adjoining  plantation.  It  was  a 
naan  named  Rufe  Hickman.  Ho  was  taken  out  before  |he  party  visited  my  plantation. 
Tliey  took  him  out  and  whipped  him  very  severely  5  he  did  not  recover  so  as  to  work 
for  two  or  three  weeks.  Rufe  Hickman  was  living  on  a  plantation  belonging  to  Dr. 
Cheatham. 

•  Question.  Did  you  hear  what  Hickman's  imputed  offense  was  1 

Anstver.  There  was  a  white  woman  of  low  character  living  in  the  neighborhood,  who 
used  to  visit  with  colored  people,  and  she  went  to  a  dance,  and  this  Euckman  danced 
with  her:  and  they  told  him  they  whipped  him  because  he  danced  with  a  white  wo- 
man. I  believe  that  was  the  only  thing  they  claimed  to  have  against  him.  I  saw  him 
after  he  was  whipped,  and  he  told  me  that  was  what  they  said  tney  whipped  him  for. 

Question.  Did  you  ev^  hear  of  the  case  of  Samuel  McMillan,  who  was  shot  at  and 
shot  one  of  the  assailants  f 

Answer.  In  this  county  f 

QuesUon.  1  think  it  was  in  Winston  County. 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  to  have  heard  of  it. 

Question.  Have  you  known  or  heard  of  the  teachers  of  colored  schools  being  mo- 
lested? 

Answer.  I  have  known  of  none  in  this  county  being  molested ;  in  Lowndes  I  heard 
of  the  whipping  of  a  teacher ;  he  was  ordered  to  leave  the  Stato  for  teaching  a  colored 
sdiool.  In  Winston  County  they  have  not  permitted  anybody  to  teach  a  colored 
school,  or  a  white  one  either,  for  the  last  seven  or  eisht  months.  I  think  they  burned 
all  the  school-houses  in  that  county,  except  one,  where  schools  were  being  taught. 
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riiey  were  teaching  school  in  some  chorches,  and  they  even  huroed  the  ohorcbea  when 
they  have  been  given  for  that  purpose.  The  colored  people  on  my  plantadoB  bnilt 
a  school-bonse,  and  were  going  to  establish  a  school  for  the  neighborhood,  and  it  was 
burned  about  the  time  they  got  it  accomplished. 

Question.  Winston  County  has  a  majority  of  whites,  I  believe  f 

Anmc^r,  Yes,  sir ;  quite  a  large  minority  of  whit^f 

Question.  Have  things  been  in  a  very  disturbed  condition  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  Very  much  so  for  the  past  ten  months;  so  much  so  that  the  colored  people, 
a  great  many  of  them,  are  leaving  the  county. 

Question,  ion  may  give  a  general  description  of  the  character  of  the  ontrajB^ea. 

Ansfioer.  1  have  a  plantation  right  on  the  border  of  the  county,  and  the  informatioa 
I  have  is  from  colored  men  who  came  up  from  the  plantation,  wnen  I  was  there,  to  see 
me.  They  would  tell  me  they  were  threatened|  unless  they  would  be  advised  by  the 
-whites,  and  do  as  they  desired  them  to  do ;  they  say  they  are  whipped,  or  threatened 
with  beins  visited  by  theKu-Klux  at  night,  and  they  claunthat  thay  are  really  in  bnt 
little  better  condition  than  they  were  in  before  the  war. 

Question.  Is  there  a  great  state  of  terrorism  prevailing  among  the  colored  people  in 
this  county  f 

Answer.  Very  great,  very  great ;  so  much  so  that  they  do  not  feel  at  liberty  to  ex- 
press their  opinions.  They  say  very  little ;  they  do  not  leel  safe  in  avowinr  their  sen- 
timents. So  far  as  their  political ^ntiments  are  concerned,  they  are  compelled  to  keep 
quiet.  They  are  in  such  fear  that  they  are  unable  to  vote  their  sentiments.  When 
meetings  are  held,  and  I  have  held  several  meetings  in  that  county,  colored  people  do 
not  come  out ;  they  are  afraid  to.  If  a  few  of  them  would  attend  a  republican  meet- 
ing they  dare  not  give  any  evidence  of  approving  anything  said  in  the  speech,  Ibrlear 
it  will  be  noticed,  and  they  may  suffer  for  it. 

Question.  Is  it  your  opinion  tnat  these  outrages  are  committed  with  a  view  of  eon- 
troUiug  the  political  action  of  the  blacks  there! 

Answer.  1  think  so.  I  could  see  no  other  object  in  pursuing  that  course.  It  has  suc- 
ceeded in  accomplishing  that  result. 

Question.  The  negroes  there  abstain  from  voting,  or  vote  with  the  democrats? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  I  do  not  know  what  this  election  will  show,  but  I  think  it  will 
show  that  they  either  have  staid  away  from  the  polls  or  have  voted  with  the  demo- 
crats entirely.  I  know  in  the  portion  of  the  county  where  I  am  acquainted  the  col- 
ored people  will  not  attempt  at  all  to  go  to  the  polls ;  they  have  told  me  so.  Thef 
have  said  that  they  did  not  feel  safe  in  voting,  and,  under  the  circumstances,  I  advised 
them  to  that  course.  There  was  no  prospect  oi  gaining  anything  by  voting,  and  where 
the  danger  was  so  great  I  did  not  feel  Uko  advising  them  to  jeopardize  their  lives. 

Question.  What  has  been  the  character  of  the  disturbances  in  Neshoba  County  f 

Ansvjer.  Well,  there  is  very  much  the  same  state  of  feeling  there  as  in  Winston,  I 
believe,  though  not  so  severe.  There  are  but  very  few  colored  people  in  that  county. 
There  has  never  been  an  organization  among  the  colored  people  there  politically;  they 
have  not  been  organized.  In  1861)  they  voted  in  that  county,  most  of  ihe  oolofed 
people  voted,  without  any  danger ;  they  were  not  threatened  in  1869. 

Question.  Have  there  been  disturbances  since  that  time  in  that  county  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  of  but  very  few.  I  have  heard  of  a  few  near  the  Winston  line — 
of  a  few  men  being  whipped.  I  have  heud  of  no  man  being  killed  in  Nesboba  that  I 
remember  now — no  colored  men. 

Question.  Are  there  any  colored  schools  in  Neshoba  f 

Answer.  Not  that  I  know  of.'  I  do  not  think  they  have  attempted  to  establish 
any  there,  but  I  am  not  positive.    There  are  very  few  colored  people  in  that  ooojuty. 

Question.  You  have  sx)oken  of  one  case  of  outrage  in  Kemper  County — ^that  on  yoor 
own  plantation.    Do  you  know,  or  have  you  heard^  of  any  others  in  Kemper  Coontj^f 

Answer.  1  have  heard  of  others,  but  I  could  not  give  yon  the  particulars. 

Question.  Murders  or  whipping,  or  both  ? 

Answer,  Both. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  of  any  colored  schools,  or  teachers  of  colored  schoolB,  being 
interfered  with  f 

Answer.  I  have  heard  that  some  of  them  have  been  warned  to  leave  the  county: 
with  the  exception  of  the  school-house  near  my  neighborhood,  I  have  not  beaid  ot 
any  being  burned.  I  know  several  colored  schools  are  being  carried  on  successlhUy 
in  that  couuty. 

Question.  Describe  the  state  of  things  at  present,  and  in  the  i>ast,  in  Carroll  County. 
Answer.  Carroll  County  is  at  the  extreme  western  portion  of  this  district,  and  I  am 
not  familiar  tbefe.  In  the  year  1869,  during  the  election,  there  was  a  perfect  reign  «f 
terror  among  the  colored  people  there :  they  were  aU  compelled  to  either  not  vote  at 
all,  or  vote  as  the  white  people  desired  them  to  vote.  There  has  been  some  distaff 
ance  there  I  know,  from  the  fact  that  it  was  necessary"  in  1869  to  send  troofs 
there  in  order  to  carry  on  the  election ;  there  was  some  disturbance,  some  violeniw. 
For  the  last  few  months  I  have  not  heard  of  'any  disturbances  in  Cairoll  Coiuity. 
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QuesH&n,  Have  tbere  been  any  disturbances  in  Lowndes  County,  according  to  your 
information,  except  the  riot  which  occurred  at  Meridian  last  March  f 

Anaioer,  Meridian  is  not  in  Lowndes  County.  There  was  a  disturbance  at  Artesia, 
the  other  day. 

Question  1  mean  Lauderdale  County. 

Anstver.  No,  sir ;  there  has  been  no  general  disturbance  since  the  riot.  There  have 
been  several  men  killed  in  Lauderdale  County  tance  that  time. 

Question.  Colored  men  t 

Jiiswer,  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Is  it  your  undertsanding  that  they  were  killed  by  disguised  bands  of 
menf 

Anmver.  I  have  so  understood  it.  I  spoke  at  Meridian,  in  the  early  part  of  the  can- 
vass, perhaps  a  month  s^o,  and  there  was  a  colored  man  present  at  the  meeting  by 
the  name  of  Cole,  I  tmnk,  that  a  few  days  afterwards  was  murdered.  I  was  in- 
formed that  he  was  murdered  by  masked  men.  He  wa«  quite  a  prominent  colored 
man  there. 

Question.  What  effect  has  the  riot  at  Meridian,  and  theother  outrages  in  that  county, 
had  upon  colored  men,  in  respect  to  creating  a  general  alarm,  and  feeling  of  iuse- 
cority  T 

Answer.  They  have  felt  since  that  riot  venr  timid  and  insecure,  and  a  great  many 
have  left  the  county.  I  think  at  one  time,  when  I  was  at  Jackson,  there  were  from 
fifty  to  one  hundred  from  Lauderdale  County  came  to  Jackson ;  they  were  afraid  to 
remain  there  longer.  A  part  of  them  went  from  there  to  other  counties,  to  the  bot" 
tom&  I  have  duriuff  the  past  few  weeks  been  in  Lauderdale  County,  in  different 
portions  of  it,  and  tiQked  with  colored  people.^  I  know  from  what  they  said  that  they 
leel  very  timid,  and  very  much  afraid. 

Question,  Do  you  know  what  effect  this  alarm  has  had  in  causing  them  to  abstain 
from  going  to  the  polls  f 

Answer.  I  do  not.  I  could  tell  after  I  see  the  result  of  the  election.  I  think  you  will 
find  that  one-fourth  of  the  colored  people  in  Lauderdale  County  will  not  go  to  the 
polls.  In  the  precincts  away  from  tne  troops-^at  Meridian,  I  think — ^probably  a  large 
portion  of  the  colored  people  will  remain  away  from  the  polls.  Colored  and  white  are 
nearly  eaually  divided.  If  the  real  sentiment  of  the  county  could  be  found,  it  would 
be  republican.  I  think  you  will  find  that  it  has  gone  democratic;  and  if  it  has,  it  will 
be  only  on  account  of  the  intimidation  of  colored  x>eople. 

Question.  You  spoke  sJso  of  Lowndes  as  being  in  the  third  congressional  district,  with 
wluch  you  were  tamiliar  f 

Anmver.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  or  have  you  heard  anything  of  any  disturbances  in  that 
county  f 

Answer.  Two  or  three  months  ago  there  was  a  colored  man  killed  there  by  disguised 
men,  and  there  were  one  or  two  tubers  that  I  heard  of  who  were  warned  to  ouit  the 
county — warned  by  letters;  one  of  the  lettei-s  was  published.  I  know  at  the  time 
Judge  Orr  was  holding  court  there.  I  saw  him  after  court  was  over,  and  he  said  that 
the  acts  of  violence  were  very  near  to  Columbus.  He  charged  the  grand  jury  three 
dififerent  times  with  the  view  of  getting  indictments  against  some  men  that  he  thought 
could  be  gotten  if  he  could  have  a  grand  Jury  that  wa^  not  in  sympathy  with  them. 
He  thought  he  could  get  indictments  a^inst  some  men  who  committed  the  outrages 
there,  but  he  was  unable  to  get  any  indiofments. 

Question.  What  is  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Monroe  County  f 

Answer,  Since  troops  have  been  sent  there  pthink  it  is  very  quiet.  After  the  whip- 
ping of  Huggins,  up  to  the  time  troops  were  sent  there,  there  was  a  general  feeling  of 
iDQecurity  among  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Have  troops  been  stationed  there  since  that  time  f 

Answer.  Yes.  sir. 

Question.  Wliat  effect  does  the  stationing  of  troops  in  one  of  these  disturbed  districts 
have  in  quelling  or  stopping  these  outrages  f 

Answer.  As  far  as  the  colored  people  are  concerned,  and  white  x>eople  too,  they  feel 
that  it  is  a  protection ;  that  in  case  there  is  any  riot  or  violence,  they  can  appeal  to 
the  troops  to  have  it  put  down  speedily.  It  gives  security  to  the  x>eople  in  those 
plaeee.  ^ 

Question.  Does  it,  in  point  of  fact,  stop  the  commission  of  outrages  in  the  neighbor- 
hood f 

Anstoer.  I  think  so.  The  violent  men,  as  long  as  the  troops  remain  there,  are  not  dis- 
posed, or  rather  less  disposed,  to  commit  lawless  deeds ;  they  are  more  careful. 

Question.  You  may  speak  of  the  condition  of  affairs  in  Oktibbeha  County? 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  there  was  a  man  there  whose  name  I  forget.  The  first  disturbance 
that  occurred  was  about  four  or  five  months  ago.  This  was  a  Scotchman,  who  had 
been  a  school-teacher,  and  merchandising  at  Starksville,  the  county-seat     He  was 
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waited  upon  at  night  by  a  body  of  men,  and  given  a  certain  time  to  qnit  the  comity. 
Part  of  them  were  disguised  men.  They  attempted  to  commit  violence  upon  him,  and 
he  was  forced  to  leave.  He  did  finally  leave  the  county,  and  reported  the  case  to  the 
United  States  court  at  Oxford.  It  was  investigated,  and  indictments  were  found 
against  several  men  in  the  county.  Since  that  time  I  have  heard  of  one  or  two  deaths 
of  colored  men  at  the  hands  of  masked  men. 

QuesHon.  Was  this  Scotchman  you  have  spoken  of  a  teacher  of  a  colored  school  T 

Anetcer,  He  had  taught  a  colored  school  in  the  connty,  I  understood. 

Question,  What  is  the  sentiment  of  the  people  of  those  counties  where  these  disturb- 
ances have  existed  in  relation  to  the  common-school  system,  particularly  as  it  is  ex- 
tended to  the  education  of  the  colored  children  f  Are  they  generally  in  favor  of  col- 
ored schools  or  opposed  to  them  f 

Answer.  There  is  a  very  great  diversity  of  sentiment.  The  liberal  men,  the  best  men, 
the  most  intelligent  men  in  the  community,  are  in  favor  of  free  schools  and  the  educa- 
tion of  the  colored  people.  The  opposition  to  the  free  schools — the  colored  schools- 
comes  from  the  men  who  were  formerly  overseers,  and  the  lower  class — those  who  them- 
selves most  need  education  here  in  the  State. 

Question.  What  do  you  understand  to  be  the  ground  of  their  opposition  f 

Answer.  They  seem  to  believe,  or  say  they  believe,  that  the  iincan  race  is  an  infe- 
rior race,  and  there  is  no  nse  in  attempting  to  bring  it  up  to  an  equality  with  the  white 
race ;  and  there  seems  to  be  a  jjealousy  on  the  pare  of  the  ]^oor  class  against  the  col- 
ored people,  very  much  the  sattie  Kind  of  jealousy  felt  by  the  Irishmen  all  over  the  United 
States  against  the  colored  people. 

Question.  Growing  out  of  any  apprehension  that  they  will  be  successful  comx>etit<ors 
with  them  to  carry  on  the  labor  of  the  country  f 

Anstcer.  It  woufd  seem  so.  They  seem  to  feel  that  the  elevation  of  the  black  race 
will  be  a  detriment  to  them ;  they  seem  to  fear  it.  Some  of  the  prominent  planters  in 
W^inston  County  have  told  me — and  I  know  the  best  class  of  men  in  that  connty  are 
very  mnch  opposed  to  this  violence  that  is  driving  the  labor  out  of  the  county — they 
told  me  the  attempt  was  made  by  the  poor,  unreliable  non-property  holders,  with  a 
view  of  getting  rid  of  black  labor  there,  in  order  to  command  their  own  prices  for 
labor.    They  regarded  a  great  deal  of  the  violence  as  springing  from  that  motive. 

Question.  Has  there  been,  so  far  as  your  information  extends,  any  disposition  on  the 
part  of  the  white  class  to  prevent  the  colored  race  from  becoming  the  owners  of  lands- 
cultivating  them  ? 

Answer.  There  was  a  very  manifest  disposition  to  prevent  them  from  owning  lands 
in  1866  aud  1867.  at  the  time  the  legislature  of  those  years  passed  the  law  forbidding 
them  to  own  or  lease  lands.  There  was  such  a  law  passed  by  this  State  by  the  legis- 
latures in  1865  and  1867. 

Question.  What  did  you  nnderstand  to  be  the  reasons  that  induced  that  leg^islatoret 

Answer.  Well,  sir,  the  planters  had  an  idea  at  the  time,  and  the  prevailing  idea  was, 
Ihat  it  was  impairing  their  efficiency  as  laborers  ;*  that  the  good  of  the  country  required 
that  they  should  be  kept  in  such  a  condition  that  they  could  bo  controlled  as  they  had 
formerly  been.' 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Was  that  a  democratic  legislature  t 

Anstver.  Tes,  sir,  it  was  a  democratic  legislature.  The  idea  of  the  plant^B  at  first 
was  to  keep  large  plantations ;  to  mn  lar^  plantations  the  same  as  they  had  done 
prior  to  the  war.  It  was  a  long  time  before  they  could  give  up  the  idea  of  plaatiBg  ou 
a  large  scale.  At  that  time  it  was  thought  that  if  .the  colored  men  were  allowed  to 
lease  or  buy  lands,  it  would  demoralize  the  labor  of  the  entire  country.  It  was  neces- 
sary, they  thought,  to  control  the  labor  in  order  to  do  anything  at  all  to  prosper. 

By  the  Chairman  :  * 

Question.  Did  they  apprehend  a  scarcity  of  labor  to  run  tiieir  plantations  in  oaw  tiie 
negroes  generally  became  independent  freeholders  f 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  was  one  of  the  motives,  undoubtedly. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  that  the  same  legislature  that  elected  Alcorn  Senator  the  first  timef 
Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  the  same  legislature. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  What  are  the  sentiments  of  the  white  people  in  relation  to  colored  sofiQra^ 
at  this  time ;  are  they  generally  reconciled  to  it  f 

Answer.  They  are  becoming  so  very  rapidly.  They  opi)osod  it  very  bitterlj  atfisst, 
BO  much  so  that  they  would  not  go  to  the  poUs  at  the  first  election  in  this  State  when 
colored  people  were  permitted  to  vote ;  but  they  are  becoming  reconciled  to  \%  vtny 
rapidly.    There  is  a  very  bitter  opposition  in  some  counties  yet. 

Question.  Do  you  think  the  democratic  party  of  this  State  has  given  over  oatinlT 
m  hope  of  getting  rid  of  colored  sofiOrage  f 
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Annoer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  think  thoy  have  given  up  entirely.  They  yield  to  force 
and  do  not  yield  from  choice.  If  they  had  the  power  toey  would  do  away  with  colored 
suffirago  at  any  time,  in  my  opinion.  They  are  hecoming  reconciled  to  it  because  they 
see  no  hope  of  avoiding  it,  and  it  is  more  &om  necessity  than  choice,  not  because  they 
believe  it  is  richt. 

Question,  Is  Oiere  a  disposition  on  the  part  of  the  thinking  men  of  the  party,  in  view 
of  the  fact  that  the  negro  is  now  a  voter,  to  elevate  him  as  £Bkr  as  possible  and  extend 
to  him  the  benefits  of  education  f 

Anmotr.  That  sentiment  prevails  among  a  portion  of  the  people,  the  liberal-minded 
portion  of  the  people,  but  it  is  not  a  large  portion  of  the  peoi>le  who  take  that  view  of 
the  subject,  and  a  great  man^r  of  them  are  favorable  now  to  his  elevation,  taking  steps 
showing  a  disposition  to  try  it.  Now,  here  is  an  instance  in  this  county  :  One  of  the 
directors,  Mr.  Moore,  is  the  most  prominent  man  in  the  county,  or  has  taken  the  most 
prominent  part  in  establishing  colored  schools,  and  he  has  always  been  a  democrat. 
He  was  a  tolerably  large  planter  before  the  war.  There  are  several  of  his  class  who 
are  taking  a  prominent  part  in  establishing  colored  schools,  but  with  these  men,  as 
soon  as  they  take  that  view,  discredit  is  cast  upon  their  standing  in  their  own  party ; 
they  lose  cast  in  their  party  by  taking  that  standi 

Quesium.  What  effect,  in  your  opinion,  in  arresting  these  outrages  has  the  passage 
of  the  law  last  April  by  Congress  had  f 

Ansvcer.  I  think  it  has  had  a  veiy  salutary  effect  indeed. 

Question,  I  mean  in  giving  jurisdiction  to  the  Federal  courts  in  these  cases  f 

Ansxcer,  A  very  salutary  effect  indeed. 

Question.  Do  they  stand  in  more  awe  of  the  Federal  courts  than  the  State  courts  t 

Answer,  They  stood  in  no  awe  of  the  State  courts  at  all.    It  wocdd  have  been  impos- . 
Bible  to  have  convicted  anybody  in  the  State  courts  as  orgauized. 

Question,  What  instances  of  conviction  have  you  known  or  been  informed  of  in  cases 
of  outrage  committed  by  bands  of  men  in  disguise  f 

Answer,  I  have  not  known  of  one,  not  heard  of  one.  I  have  not  heard  of  an  indict- 
ment, except  an  indictment  against  four  or  five  men  up  at  Corinth.  Those  are  the 
only  indictments  I  have  heard  of,  found  against  men  for  committing  violence  in  dis- 
guise. 

Question,  What  practical  difficulty,  in  your  judgment,  would  there  be,  where  a  ne- 
gro man  had  been  murdered  by  a  band  of  disguis^  men,  if  the  community  took  the 
matter  in  baud  and  made  fresh  and  vigorous  pursuit,  and  employed  every  available 
means  to  find  out  the  perpetrators,  in  bringing  them  to  justice  f 

Answsr,  The  difficulty  is  just  here :  the  organization  is  so  widely  spread  through  these 
counties  that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  a  grand  jury  which  has  not  one  or  more  of 
the  members  of  the  organization  upon  it,  and,  oven  if  you  could  get  an  indictment, 
^ou  would  scarcely  be  able  to  get  a  petit  jury  that  would  convict.  If  you  succeeded 
in  getting  a  grand  jury  that  had  not  some  member  of  the  organization  upon  it  they 
ivould  be  under  intimidation  in  finding  a  true  bill  against  a  member  of  the  order,  fear- 
ing the  vengeance  of  the  order.  There  are  men  who  are  very  much  opposed  to  the  vio- 
lence of  this  organization,  but  thev  dare  not  say  anything,  dare  not  express  their  sen- 
timents openly,  for  fear  they  will  be  visited  by  this  violence,  and  sufier  in  person  or 
property. 

Question,  For  this  reason  would  witnesses  be  intimidated  from  testifying  before 
cotirtsf 

Answer,  Ye&  sir ;  they  would.  Witnesses  brought  up,  knowing  these  acts,  woidd 
refuse  to  testify,  fearing  that  personal  violence  would  be  visited  upon  themselves. 

Question,  Would  that  man  be  in  danger  who  would  take  an  open,  bold  stand  against 
the  Ku-Klux  outrages,  and  make  vigorous  efforts  to  discover  the  secrets  of  the  order 
and  bring  the  perpetrators  of  these  outrages  to  justice  f 

Answer,  I  think  be  would,  undoubtedly.  If  there  was  a  public  sentiment  here  suffi- 
cient to  take  ground  against  them  the  danger  then  would  be  evaded,  but  a  few  men, or 
one  man  to  take  a  stand  against  them,  would  be  in  danger  of  suffering  from  the  organ- 
ization, if  they  were  openly  denounced. 

Question.  Have  you  known  any  instance  in  which  the  good  men  of  the  community 
have  called  a  meeting  and  passed  resolutions  denouncing  these  outrages,  and  pledging 
themselves  to  aid  all  offers  to  put  a  stop  to  themf 

Answer,  None  in  this  portion  of  the  State.  There  was  such  a  meeting  held  up  in 
Marshall,  or  De  Soto  County,  two  or  three  months  ago,  but  there  has  been  no  such 
meeting  held  in  any  of  these  counties  where  the  violent  acts  have  been  committed 
around  here. 

Question,  What,  in  your  opinion,  would  have  been  the  effect  of  such  an  expression  of 
opinion  by  the  good  men  of  the  country  f 

Answer,  I  think  it  would  have  caused  the  disbanding  of  the  organization  in  a  very 
short  time.  If  they  would  take  earnestly  that  sort  of  a  stand  I  think  they  could  suppress 
it  in  a  very  short  time.  Their  silence  is  only  construed  by  these  violent  men  into 
acquiescence.  If  the  prominent  influential  men  would  take  such  a  decided  sttkud  thin 
-vf  hole  thing  would  soon  die  out. 
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QuesHom.  Is  it  supposed  that  this  Ka-Klux  IQaa  is  reonuttd  in  partflroiiL  tbe  decsent, 
respectable  young  men  of  the  country  ? 

Antncer.  Tes,  sir ;  they  make  op  a  lafge  portion  of  it,  as  is  generally  understood  tad 
believed. 

QueHion,  Sons  of  planters  f 

Ausicer,  Sons  of  planters,  and  sons  of  respectable  men. 

QuestUm,  If  you  are  able  to  aualyze  these  outrages,  and  state  the  different  purposes 
for  which  they  were  perpetrated,  the  committee  would  be  glad  to  have  the  benefit  of 
your  opinion. 

An»wa\  1  think  the  general  intention  of  the  organization  was  wholly  political ;  bat, 
in  carrying  it  out  in  the  various  localities,  it  is  very  frequently  divected  from  that  to 
suit  the  local  organizations.  They  gave  it  a  local  turn  in  diffeient  loealitiee,  bat  the 
main  object  of  the  organization  is,  as  I  understand  it,  to  operate  just  psevious  to  and 
during  elections,  in  order  to  have  an  effect  on  the  colored  Toters. 

Question,  Does  it  usually  have  that  effect  f 

Answer.  It  does  have  that  effect ;  wherever  they  are  not  interfered  with  it  has  that 
effect ;  in  counties  like  Winston,  where  there  is  no  opposition,  hor  sufficient  force  to 
oppose  them,  or  in  Lauderdale  Countv,  if  there  were  no  troope  there,  it  would  have 
the  effect  of  keeping  the  colored  people  froui  the  polls,  or  foroing  them  to  vote  with 
the  white  people.  The  colored  people  are  very  timid ;  taking  them  singly)  very  few  of 
them  have  any  personal  courage.  When  they  are  in  a  large  body  they  give  a  kind  of 
confidence  to  each  other,  and  they  can  be  incited  to  do  pretty  braye  deeds,  bat  natu- 
rally they  are  all  timid. 

Que»tiou.  Do  they  not  generaUy  feel  that  they  have  no  protection  at  the  hands  of  tbe 
State  courts  in  the  world,  or  no  adequate  protection  against  these  oularagesf 

Ansioer,  Yes,  sir ;  they  nave  that  feeling ;  they  are  a&aid  to  appeal  to  tbe  coorte.  If 
a  colored  man  is  visited  by  this  violence  and  whipped,  he  is  afraid  to  go  and  makeauy 
btir  about  it,  for  fear  the  next  time  they  come  tney  will  murder  him.  They  alwajv 
charge  him  after  they  whip  him,  saying,  *'  If  you  make  any  report  or  fnss  about  this, 
the  next  time  we  come  we  will  do  you  five  times  worse  f  and  they  arc  intimidated 
from  taking  any  steps,  even  if  they  snow  the  parties.  In  some  cases,  I  believe,  tliey 
have  recognized  them,  and  have  refused  to  give  any  information  to  lead  to  their  con- 
viction, for  fear  it  would  only  result  in  some  harm  to  themselves. 

Question,  Governor,  what  has  been  the  coarse  of  the  dranoCTatio  press  in  this  State 
in  relation  to  these  outrages,  either  as  to  denying  their  existence,  or  justifying  them, 
or  apologizing  for  them  f 

Anmosr,  Until  the  evidence  became  perfectly  overwhelming,  the  democratie  press 
denied  the  existence  of  the  organization.  Since  the  evidence  became  perfectly  over> 
whelming,  they  have  sought  to  excuse  and  palliate  the  acts  of  these  violent  men.  I 
have  notlLuown  of  a  single  oat-spoken  clemocratic  sheet  in  Missismppi,  which  has  ot- 
tered a  sentiment  in  direct  opposition  to  the  organization.  They  have,  in  a  kind  of 
quasi  manner,  called  on  the  people  to  preserve  the  peaoe,  and  flattered  the  people  with 
being  a  law-abiding  people,  bat  as  to  coming  out  boldly,  and  denouncing  this  Tiolence, 
and  this  night-marauding,  I  have  not  known  a  single  sheet  in  the  State  to  do  it. 

Question.  With  the  exception  of  the  resolutions  you  spoke  of  a  little  while  ago,  have 
you  known  that  party,  in  any  of  its  platforms,  in  its  press,  or  through  any  of  itsveeog- 
uized  organs,  to  denounce  this  Ku-Klux  organization,  or  the  outrages  committed 
by  it  ? 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  have  not  in  any  other  instance  exoept  that  one  in  De  Soto  Coonty. 
That  is  the  only  instance  I  have  known  in  this  State. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  You  say  in  this  State  there  is  little  or  no  violence  in  most  of  the  counties! 

Anstrer.  In  the  majority  of  the  counties,  there  has  been  very  Dttle  violence. 

Question,  llow  do  the  colored  people  vote  in  those  counties  where  they  are  left  free  f 

Answer.  They  vote  unanimously  republican. 

Question.  You  spoke  a  while  ago  of  Senator  Alcorn  being  elected  by  the  legislators 
that  passed  the  bill  against  the  colored  people  owning  lands. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Was  that  in  1866,  when  he  was  elected,  prior  to  his  present  election  f 

Anmoer.  Yes,  sir :  he  was  elected,  and  went  on  to  Washington.  Ue  and  Sharicey,  I 
think,  were  elcctea  at  the  same  time — I  am  not  very  bright  upon  that  now — and  taflj 
went  on  and  weie  not  seated. 

Question,  He  was  elected,  then,  by  a  democratic  legislature  7 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  by  a  democratic  legislature. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.    Who  is  the  circuit  judge  of  this  circuit  f 
Ansujer,  Judge  Orr,  of  Columous,  Lowndes  County. 

Question.  Does  his  circuit  embrace  most  of  the  counties  you  have  named  as  iM^btf 
disturbed  counties  in  this  portion  of  the  State  f 
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Answer.  It  does  not  embrace  Monroe,  on  tbe  north,  nor  Landerdale,  nor  Kemper,  on 
the  south.  They  are  in  Judge  Leachman^B  dietriot.  Judge  Orr's  district  comprises 
Lowndes,  Oktibbeha,  Noxub^  and  Winston— those  four  counties  where  there  hare 
been  disturbances. 

Question.  Is  he  a  son  of  Judee  James  L.  Orr,  of  South  Carolina  t 

Answer.  He  is  a  brother  of  mat  gentleman. 

Question.  Is  he  a  good  lawyer  f 

Answer.  He  is  a  good  lawyer ;  a  fine  lawyer,  and  a  fine  judge. 

Question.  Is  he  rigid  in  the  enforcement  of  the  criminal  law  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  very  rigid.    He  does  all  in  his  power  to  enforce  the  law ;  no  judge 
could  do  more.    He  is  a  man  of  fine  abilities,  and  he  uses  every  influence,  all  the  pow 
er  that  he  has,  to  enforce  the  law. 

QuesiioH.  Is  there  any  reason,  then,  why  the  law  should  betaken  into  the  hands  of 
the  citizens  in  this  circuit,  in  reference  to  these  minor  ofienses,  when  yon  haye  such  a 
Judge  to  administer  the  law  f 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  there  is  no  reason  for  it. 

Question.  Do  you  hear  particular  complaint  of  your  judiciary  in  this  State  f 

Answer.  Very  little  complaint  of  the  judiciary.  There  has  been  none  in  this  district ; 
none  in  the  districts  these  outlaws  have  overrun.  In  these  several  eounties  in  the 
eastern  portion  of  the  State,  there  have  been  no  complaints  of  the  judges. 

Question.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  localities  is  that  the  judiciary 
is  partial,  and  corrupt,  and  incomi>etent.  Does  that  charge  lie  against  your  jodiciaiy 
heref 

Answer.  No,  sir;  no  intelligent  man  would  make  such  a  charge  against  the  judiciary 
in  this  section  of  the  State.  The  bar  would  not  indorse  any  such  sentiment.  The  bar 
is  almost  entirely  democratic  in  th«tse  counties,  but  I  do  not  think  you  could  get  any 
snch  sentiment  i^om  the  bar.  Judge  Orr  has  been  regarded  for  many  years  as  one  of 
the  best  lawyers  in  Eastern  Mi88is8ippi,and  Judge  Davis  above  has  been  regarded  as  a 
very  fine  lawyer — Davis  and  Reynolds  both.  Davis  and  Leachman  have  been  the 
judges  before. 

Question.  The  pretext  given  for  these  outrages  in  some  localities,  as  in  Georgia  and 
South  Carolina,  is  that  the  pardoning  power  has  been  too  freely  used.  Is  that  the  case 
in  Mississippi? 

Answer.  No,  sir;  there  has  been  no  snch  complaint  that  I  have  ever  heard.  There  is 
no  cause  for  any. 

Question.  ^Another  pretext,  as  in  North  Carolina,  is  that  there  have  been  burnings  of 
dwelling-houses  and  gin-houses  by  colored  people.  Have  you  heard  such  complaint  in 
Mississippi? 

Answer.  I  have  not  heard  such  complaint  in  this  State. 

Question.  Another  complaint  assigned  is  that  there  have  been  rapes  by  colored  men 
ufion  white  women.    Have  you  heard  of  snch  things  in  Mississippi  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  think  I  have  heard  of  an  instance  of  that  kind  in  this  State ;  I  do 
not  remember  to  have  heard  one. 

Question.  Another  pretext  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  some  locali> 
ties  is  that  the  Union  Leagues  have  been  operating  in  such  a  manner  as  to  produce 
alarm  among  the  whites.    Is  that  the  case  in  this  ][>ortion  of  Mississippi  f 

Ansucer.  I  have  heard  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klnx  justified  on  account  of  there 
being  such  an  organization  among  the  colored  people  as  tbe  Union  League. 

Question,  Have  you  heard  of  any  acts  of  violence  which  the  Union  League  has  com- 
mitted ? 

Ansiver.  No,  sir;  I  never  heard  it  put  on  that  gronndf  I  have  not  heard  it  charged 
that  the  Union  League  has  attempted  to  commit  acts  of  violence.  There  is  a  great 
pn^udice  against  the  Lea^ie,  and  they  have  sought  to  overthrow  it  in  other  counties. 
It  never  has  been  organized  in  this  county.  In  several  counties  there  1ms  been- a 
great  opposition  to  it,  but  I  have  never  heard  it  charged  ihat  the  Union  League  was 
an  organization  for  the  purpose  of  having  any  such  object  as  committing  acts  of  vio- 
lence. 

Question.  Another  pretext  given  for  the  organization  of  the  Ku-Klux  in  some  States 
is,  that  the  militia  laws  were  such  that  the  governor  had  power  to  cull  out  the  negro 
militia  and  not  to  call  the- white  men  out.    Is  there  any  such  law  in  this  State? 

Answer.  There  i^no  such  cause  here.  We  have  a  militia  law,  but  thei-e  is  no  militia 
under  it. 

Quixiion.  In  some  localities,  as  in  Alabama,  excuse  is  sought  in  the  charge  that  a  State 
constitution  was  forced  on  the  people  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet,  in  violation  of  faith 
and  in  opposition  to  the  will  of  a  majority  of  the  citizens.  Is  there  any  such  complaiut 
in  Mississippi?  * 

Answer.  None  whatever.  Everybody  voted  for  the  constitution  as  it  finally  passed ; 
both  parties  approved  it  in  their  platforms;  it  was  adoi>ted  unanimously  by  the  people 
of  Mississippi. 

Question.  So  it  is  the  constitution  of  their  adoption? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

SSM 
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choice,  vote  the  dcDiooratic  ticket,  if  no  coercing  methodB  were  employed  to  induce 
him  to  vote  that  way  f 

Anncer.  1  do  not  think  any  at  nil;  not  any  whatever.  Their  natural  desire  is  to  vote 
the  republican  ticket ;  all  of  them,  without  exception,  are  so.  Unless  some  means  are 
resorted  to  by  bribery  or  intimidation,  I  think  they  would  vote  unanimomdy  the 
republican  ticket.  That  has  been  my  experience.  The  course  pursued  by  the  opposite 
party  has  been  such  as  to  create  suspicion  in  the  minds  of  the  colored  x>eople  that  thej 
were  insincere,  and  really  desired  to  deprive  them  of  the  rights  that  belonged  to  them. 
It  has  been  such  a  course  that  the  negro  could  not  have  confidence  in  that  party.  It 
was  not  so  much  on  account  of  the  republicans  granting  the  colored  man  his  rights,  as 
the  course  pursued  by  the  opposition  creating  distrust. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Qu€sti<m,  Cannot  that  distrust  be  ascribed  in  large  part  to  the  legislative  acts  to 
which  you  have  referred  t 

Answei\  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  Passed  in  1866  and  1867  r 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  that  legislation  was  the  first  thing  that  started  it.  The  course  pur- 
sued by  the  white  people  directly  after  the  colored  people  were  declared  free  was 
such  as  to  create  a  suspicion,  and  since  then  they  have  continued  in  the  same  line  of 
policy  to  a  sufficient  degree  to  prevent  any  confidence  springing  up  between  the  colored 
people  and  the  democratic  party. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Question,  Have  not  the  democratic  party  opposed  every  step  toward  their  equality  • 
under  the  law  f 
Answer,  Every  step ;  there  is  not  an  exception  I  know  of. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question,  It  has  been  asserted  by  some  witnesses  before  this  committee  that  the 
presence  of  people  fix>m  other  States  has  had  a  tendency  to  produce  antagonism  of 
races,  and  unfriendly  feeling  betweeu  the  whites  and.oolored  people  here.  I  desire  to 
ask  you,  if  more  of  that  unfriendly  feeling  was  not  caused  by  the  character  of  the 
legislation  you  have  referred  to  than  any  o^her  cause. 

Answer,  By  far,  by  far ;  the  most  of  it.  There  is  some  objection  here ;  quite  lately 
this  prejudice  has  been  sought  to  be  raised  against  men  coming  from  other  States;  but 
up  to  this  last  canvass  there  was  no  such  question  raised  as  opposition  to  men  coming 
in  and  settling  here  since  the  war.  It  was  not  a  question  out  of  which  political  capital 
could  be  made  until  this  canvass.  They  have  attempted  in  this  canvass  to  prejudice 
people  against  men  who  have  settled  in  here  since  the  war  from  other  States.  In  1869 
they  made  no  such  attempt,  because  the  opx)osition  party  made  up  a  ticket,  a  very  large 
part  of  which  was  composed  of  men  who  had  settled  in  Mississippi  since  the  war. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  You  have  heard  of  the  murder  of  Mr.  Wissler,  which  took  place  in  this 
town  ? 

Answer,  I  have  heard  of  it,  sir. 

Question.  It  has  been  said  that  you  becamp  his  bail,  or  went  his  security,  for  hii 
appeurauco  to  answer  some  charge  preferred  against  him  in  one  of  the  courts  at 
Corinth  some  time  since,  and  that  there  was  a  feeling  among  some  that  he  might  not 
be  brought  to  justice  on  account  of  fhe  official  position  tliat  you  held,  and  the  contin- 
gency that  you  might  become  governor  of  tl)e  State  and  pardon  him ;  and  the  Uieoiy 
2H  advanced  by  some  that  Wissler  was  murdered  because  of  the  apprehension  that  he 
would  not  be  brought  to  justice,  or,  if  he  were  convicted,  that  he  would  be  ^rdoned. 
You  may  state  now  your  motives,  and  all  your  motives,  for  having  become  his  ball. 

Austvtr.  Mr.  Wiseler  was  charged  with  havibg  attempted  to  burn  up  a  man.  You 
have,  perhaps,  heard  the  circumstances  of  that  case  ? 

Quepiion,  Yes,  sir. 

Answer,  Aft^r  that,  his  wife,  whom  I  knew,  came  to  my  plantation  on  two  oooasions, 
and  told  me  that  her  family  was  suffering;  that  hei^huuband  was  there  in  confine- 
ment, and  she  could  find  nobody  willing  to  go  on  tho  bail,  and  she  implored  me  to  bail 
him  out  and  let  him  come  home  to  attend  to  his  family.  I  was  in  the  canvass  ;  I  went 
to  Corinth,  and  saw  the  magistrate  who  examined  the  witnesses,  or  before  whom  the 
primary  examination  was  had,  and  learned  the  character  of  the  testimony  and  the 
general  sentiments  of  the  best  thinking  men  there.  I  saw  the  editor  of  the  paper 
there,  and  different  ones,  and  they  all  were  of  the  same  opinion,  tlmt  Wisaler  had  no 
criinioal  intent  against  that  man  whom  he  was  accused  of  murdering. 

Question.  Shipley? 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  Shipley.  I  was  satisfied  in  my  own  mind  that  he  had  no  intention  of 
committing  a  crime,  no  intention  of  murdering  the  man ;  that  it  was  simply  a  dmnkcB 
spree  they  had  got  into,  and  this  was  an  accidental  aifair.    I  knew  he  could  not  be 
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tried  at  this  term  of  court,  becanse  the  code  was  not  published,  and  there  was  to 
be  no  court  held  there.  He  would,  therefore^  have  to  remain  several  months  away 
from  his  family.  There  was  no  gentleman  willing  to  go  on  the  bond,  and  we  made  a 
bond  for  him  to  allow  him  to  come. 

Question.  Speaking  of  that  transaction,  is  it  not  true  that,  when  the  matter  was 
fresh,  Wisslor  was  put  upon  his  trial  or  hearing  before  the  examining  magistrates, 
and  after  a  heariug  of  the  evidence  they  discharged  him  ? 

Anstrer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  true. 

Question,  Is  it  not  true  that  the  matter  remained  dormant  for  months,  until  he  was 
casually  passiug  through  Corinth  and  was  arrested  and  put  upon  trial  again  f 

Answer.  No,  it  was  about  two  or  three  weeks  he  was  casually  passing  through  the 
city,  and  was  arrested  again.  He  would  not  have  been  arrested  had  he  not  been 
employed  by  the  United  States  marshal  in  making  arrests  of  Ku-Klux.  The  pre- 
judice was  aroused  against  him,  I  am  satisfied  in  my  own  mind,  because  of  his  being 
employed  by  the  Unite<l  States  marshal  in  arresting  Eu-Klux. 

Question.  At  that  very  time  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  vou  think  he  was  indebted  for  his  second  arrest  to  that  circumstance! 

Ansioer.  I  think  so  undoubtedly.  • 

Question.  You  say  you  conversed  with  the  leading  thinking  men,  among  others  the 
editor,  at  Corinth  in  reference  to  that  affair  f 

Anstcer.  I  did. 

Question.  Was  it  the  impression  at  that  time  among  this  class  of  men  that  he  was 
innocent  of  any  guilty  intent  f 

Answer.  It  was ;  I  did  not  find  any  other  opinion  there ;  I  talked  with  several  of 
them — with  the  couuty  officers,  and  several  other  prominent  men  there — and  I  heard 
but  one  sentiment  expressed :  all  were  of  opinion  that  he  could  not  be  convicted  upon 
the  evidence.  A  portion  of  the  evidence  has  been  published.  There  was  but  one 
sentiment  among  all  of  them  that  I  talked  with,  and  1  talked  with  a  good  number ;  I 
spent  a  day  and  a  half  there. 

Question.  It  is  said  that  it  was  suspected  he  had  robbed  Shinley  of  some  |500 ;  that 
Shipley  made  a  dying  declaration  to  that  effect,  which  was  reduced  to  writing.  What 
is  your  information  on  that  point  f 

Anmoer.  I  know  that  is  one  of  the  charges.  I  was  not  informed  that  Shipley  made 
such  a  dyine  declaration. 

Question.  Lb  it  the  understanding  that  Wissler  had  rendered  himself  quite  obnoxious 
to  this  Ku-Klux  Klan  and  its  friends  and  sympathizers  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  the  general  understanding. 

Question.  What  is  your  theory  as  to  the  cause  of  his  assassination,  or  the  motive 
for  it! 

Answer.  1  would  be  hardly  willing  to  express  a  judgment  upon  that.  I  know  of 
nothing  against  him,  of  any  grudce  that  any  persons  could  hold  against  him,  to  cause 
them  to  murder  him,  unless  it  should  be  some  of  these  men  whom  he  arrested  in' 

grosecuting  for  acts  of  violence  in  Winston  County.  He  formerly  lived  in  Winston 
ounty,  and  there  had  been  some  prosecutions  against  men  there,  and  he  has  been 
supposed  to  know  some  of  the  facts  which,  if  revealed,  would  injure  some  men,  both 
there  and  in  this  county.  I  know  of  nothing  else  that  would  have  instigated  anybody 
to  have  taken  his  life,  unless  it  would  have  been  the  knowledge  that  he  had  in  these 
affairs.  He  was  an  inoffensive  man,  a  man  who  has  lived  here  several  years,  and  he 
has  never  been  charged  with  being  a  law-breaker  or  violent  man,  or  anything  of  the 
kind.  He  was  sometimes  given  to  over-drinking,  and  committed  foolish  acts,  as  drunken 
men  do,  but  he  has  not  been  regarded  as  a  dangerous  man. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  Was  he  not  under  indictment  here? 

Answer.  He  was.  There  were  one  or  two  indictments  against  him  as  a  magistrate  on 
a  very  trivial  offense — something  about  paying  over  money  he  was  supposed  to  have 
collected ;  but  I  believe  it  was  generally  thought  that  he  would  be  able  to  vindicate 
himself  upon  a  trial.  The  grand  jury  that  indicted  him  was  after  the  officers  in  this 
county  very  severely.  It  indicted  two  boards  of  supervisors  and  nearly  all  the  officers 
of  the  county,  upon  very  trivial  pretexts,  and  it  did  not  meet  the  approval  of  the  peo- 
ple of  the  county.  Perhaps  some  of  the  officers  had  not  been  as  attentive  as  they 
ought  to  have  been ;  they  nad  not  carried  out  the  letter  of  the  law,  and  had  laid  them- 
selves a  little  liable.  But  this  was  not  regarded  as  a  sufficient  reason  by  the  people  why 
he  should  have  been  indicted.  It  was  not  regarded  as  democratic,  because  the  first  board 
of  supervisors  was  almost  all  democratic,  and  indictments  were  found  against  nearly 
M  of^them.  Ho  was  indicted  amongst  others,  but  he  was  not  charged  with  anytk>ng 
very  criminal ;  they  were  minor  offenses  for  which  he  was  indicted.  I  do  not  know  the 
exact  charges,  but  he  signified  a  willingness  here  before  the  people,  and  satisfied  a  good 
many  that  ne  could  clear  himself  on  a  fair  trial. 
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Quegtion.  Toa  have  spoken  of  Judge  Davis  as  an  able  and  impartial  Jndgef 

Jnswer,  Yes. 

Question.  Did  he  not  review  the  teatimony  npon  a  writ  of  luibau  oorpm  being  sued 
out  in  favor  of  this  man  Wissler  T 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  And  he  raised  the  amount  of  bailT 

Answer.  He  did. 

Question.  That  would  not  teud  to  show  that  it  was  in  compliance  with  any  animonty 
of  the  Ku-Klux  that  he  was  held  for  that  crime  f 

Anmcer.  It  would  not  tend  to  show— -—General,  I  do  not  understand  you. 

Question.  I  will  explain  what  I  am  trying  to  set  at.  You  say  you  believe  the  motive 
for  his  rearrest  upon  this  charge  was  chat  he  had  made  himselif  obnoxious  to  the  Em- 
KluxT 

Avswer.  Tes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  if  Judge  Davis  did  not  re-examine  the  testimony  in  the  case  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question,  And  he  did  not  hold  him  to  bail  and  require  him  to  give  larger  bail? 

Answer,  Yes,  sir;  he  did. 

Question.  Does  that  argue  that  he  was  held  to  bail  originally,  or  that  his  bail  was 
ijQoreased,  because  of  any  sympathy  with  the  Ku-Klux  whom  he  was  prosecuting? 

Answer.  I  simply  state  that  I  do  not  think  he  would  have  been  arrested  the  seooo4 
time  after  the  first  arrest,  when  he  was  discharged,  had  he  not  been  engaged  in  prose- 
cuting Ku-Klux.  I  think  it  would  have  been  dropped  there,  but  he  was  arrested  the 
second  time  and  the  second  time  he  was  bound  over.  I  do  not  know  yrhat  instigated 
the  judge  in  increasing  his  bail;  perhaps,  with  the  general  fury — that  prevailing  senti- 
ment— the  judge  thought  the  safer  course  was  to  bind  him  over  to  give  him  a  iair  trisL 
There  was  a  clamor  for  his  arrest  the  second  time  when  he  was  there,  and  a  genend 
excitement  at  the  time  lie  was  arrested,  and  it  grew,  I  think,  out  of  the  fact  that  he  vm 
conducting  Ku-Klux  prisoners  through  the  place,  or  had  been,  and  was  engaged  in  the 
prosecution  of  the  Ku-Klux. 

Question.  It  might  well  happen  that  a  person  who  was  himself  guilty  of  a  crime  of 
that  magnitude  would  not  be  regarded  as  a  proper  person  to  be  arresting  other  peoj^ 
for  crimes  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  if  he  had  not  been  acquitted  of  any  crime,  he  would  not'  have  been 
a  proper  person,  but,  as  he  had  been  acquilted,  thei-e  was  no  reason  why  he  should  not 
be  employed  as  a  deputy  United  States  marshal. 

Question.  But  the  judge  did  not  think  he  ought  to  have  been  acquitted? 

Answer.  It  seems  not. 

Question,  He  certainly  had  no  affiliation  with  the  Ku-Klux  t 

Answer.  Judge  Davis  f    Certainly  not. 

Question.  He  was  not  operated  upon  by  any  such  motives  T 

Answer,  I  should  say  not. 

Question.  He  was  deciding  this  question  in  a  judicial  manner  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  brought  before  him  on  a  writ  of  habeas  corpus^  and  he  considered  thit 
^timony  was  such  as  to  not  only  hold  this  man  to  bail  but  to  require  a  larger  baUT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  those  arc  the  facts  in  the  case. 

Question.  Do  you  not  think  that  a  reply  to  the  allegation  you  have  made  that  it  was 
an  account  of  his  opposition  to  the  Ku-lClux  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  do  not  see  how  that  has  any  bearing;  I  do  not  see  why  it  should, 
in  view  of  all  the  f^ts.  He  had  been  acquitted  once,  and  certainly  if  he  had  not  beea 
engaged  in  that  business  he  would  not  have  been  there  to  have  been  re-arrested ;  they 
would  have  had  to  come  here  if  they  arrested  him.  But  he  was  conducting  prisoners 
through  the  place,  and  there  was  an  excitement  existing  there,  and  that  excitement 
was  turned  upon  him,  and  resulted  in  his  arrest  the  second  time.  I  do  not  know 
whether  the  judge  had  additional  evidence  or  what  was  moving  the  judge  to  increase 
the  bond ;  it  may  be  that  he  had  additional  evidence. 

By  Mr.  Rice: 

Question.  They  Tnay  have  increased  their  swearing  after  the  first  arrest  T 

Answer.  They  may  have  done  that,  but  I  think  Jiidge  Davis  an  impartial  and  joet 

judge  and  he  justified  his  action  by  the  evidence  whicn  was  preseutea  before  him.   I 

regard  him  as  one  of  the  best  judges  in  the  State. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question,  I  suppose  the  jud^e  was  as  competent  a  man  to  pass  npon  the  evidence  u 
any  gentleman  on  this  committee,  who  did  not  hear  it,  the  Senator  from  Arkansas,  ftr 
instance  f 

Answer.  He  was  certainly  competent  to  act  on  the  evidence  before  him. 


\ 
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By  Mr.  Bigb  : 

Question.  He  did  not  hold  the  prisoner  for  the  crime  of  marder  at  all,  did  he  f 
Afower.  No,  sir ;  he  was  simply  iKMind  oyer  to  be  tried  for  the  charges  against  him. 
Queatiim  In  his  written  opinion  the  judge  decided  it  to  be  a  cnse  of  criminal  negli« 
gence,  did  he  not  T 

Antwer.  I  do  not  know  that  he  went  as  far  as  that.  I  read  the  opinion  that 
was  published.  It  took  a  great  many  by  surprise,  when  upon  the  second  trial  he 
"was  bound  over  ;  it  was  received  with  a  good  deal  of  sarprise.  The  thing  had  been 
publi^ed  and  a  good  deal  had  been  said  abont  it  through  the  press  of  the  State,  and 
It  took  the  people  generally  by  surprise  that  he  should  have  been  bound  ^over,  and  the 
ndge  thought  it  necessary,  in  vindication  of  his  action,  to  come  out  iu  a  pub- 
ished  statement ;  it  seemed  to  be  demanded  on  account  of  the  criticisms  passed  Upon 
the  judge;  he  was  criticized  for  his  action,  and  he  felt  it  incumbent  upon  him  to  de- 
fend himself  and  come  out  in  a  publication.  I  forget  whether  he  went  as  far  as  your 
remurk  in  passing  judgment  on  the  character  of  the  crime. 

By  Mr.  Blair: 

Qnettion.  He  held  him  in  $5,000  bail  to  answer  for  the  crime  T 

AnwHfer.  Yes,  sir,  that  was  the  bond,  $5,000. 

QuestUm*  He  was  bound  over,  and  the  charge  against  him  was  murder  f 

Ansiocr,  He  was  bound  over  for  murder. 

Qtiealiofi,  And  you  bailed  him  on  that  charge  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir. 

Questian.  The  grand  juries  in  the  State  courts  and  the  petit  juries  are  drawn  from 
the  citizens  of  this  State,  are  they  not  T 

Aneicer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  The  grand  juries  in  the  United  States  court,  held  in  this  district,  are  al^ 
drawn  from  the  citizens  of  this  State  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  And  the  petit  juries  also  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  TUoy  are,  then,  drawn  from  the  same  body  which  compose  the  grand  juries 
and  petit  juries  of  the  State  courts  f 

Answer.  Yes  ;  that  is  correct. 

Question.  In  that  case  what  is  the  difficulty  of  convicting  in  a  State  court  any  more 
than  in  a  Federal  court  f 

Answer.  Under  the  State  law  we  have  no  method  of  purging  the  jury ;  under  the 
United  States  they  ^e  required  to  take  an  oath  that  the^  are  not  members  of  the  Klan 
or  aiders  or  abettors  who  sympathize  with  it ;  the  jury  is  purged ;  and,  in  the  second 
place,  under  our  State  law  every  person  charged  with  crime  lias  to  be  tried  in  the 
community  where  the  crime  is  committed.  Where  these  crimes  are  committed  in  tliis 
State,  it  is  im[K)ssible  to  ^et  witnesses  to  testify  on  account  of  the  dread  of  the  organ- 
ization ;  but  where  the  witnesses  comebefoi'o  the  United  States  court  and  have  the  pro- 
tection of  the  United  States,  testimony  can  be  procured  from  them  in  cases  where  it 
would  be  impossible  for  the  State  authorities  to  get  the  evidence. 

Question.  Have  they  not  the  protection  of  the  United  States,  and  the  State,  if  they 
are  attacked,  as  much  when  testifying  iu  a  State  court  as  iu  the  United  States  court  ? 

Answer.  They  do  not  so  regard  it. 

Question.  Is  not  such  the  lact  f 

Answer.  I  jiresume  so ;  however,  I  tliink,  not  exactly.  When  citizens  are  in  the  cus- 
tody of  the  United  States,  if  theiKlan  should  visit  vengeance  upon  those  parties,  the 
United  States  authorities  would  feel  that  it  was  more  incumbent  upon  the  General  Gov- 
ernment to  defend  the  people.  As  in  this  case  of  Mr.  Huggins,  he  was  an  officer  of  the 
United  States  Government.  I  do'uot  think,  if  he  had  been  operating  simply  as  a  J^tate 
official,  that  the  United  States  would  have  shown  the  same  vigor  in  prosecuting  the 
men  who  whipped  him.  The  United  States  feels  that  it  is  necessary  to  take  charge  of 
and  protect  the  men  in  its  employ  and  immediate  service,  more  than  it  would  ordinary 
citizens  of  the  States. 

Question,  The  United  States  has  claimed  jurisdiction  over  all  of  these  crimes,  and 
equal  jurisdiction  with  the  State,  whether  the  persons  iigured  were  in  its  employ 
or  out  of  its  employ  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Then  what  possible  difference  can  there  be  if  the  United  States  claims  and 
exercises  jurisdiction  to  protect  the  citizens,  whether  they  are  in  the  employment  of 
the  €k>vemment  or  not  f 

Answer.  So  far  as  the  responsibility  is  concerned  or  the  duty  o(  the  Grovernmont  is 
concerned,  to  protect  the  citizens,  I  see  no  difference,  but  iu  the  one  case  the  attention 
of  the  Government  is  called  more  directly  to  it.  That  is  the  chief  difference.  Of 
course,  as  in  the  case  of  Hngij^ins,  where  a  man  is  an  officer  of  the  Government,  tho 
attention  of  the  Govemment  is  drawn  particularly  to  his  case. 
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Queation.  I  am  uot  speaking  of  persoDS  employe<l  by  Govemment,  bat  of 

Answer.  Well,  they  are  before  the  United  States  court,  and  become  prominent ;  in 

that  way  the  attention  of  the  Government  is  called  to  them  more  than  it  would  be  if 

they  were  in  the  State  ooorts. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Queatioii,  The  district  attorneys  would  feel  it  incumbent  upon  them  in  such  cases  of 
outrage  upon  witnesses,  because  they  had  giyeu  evidence  before  the  United  States 
court,  to  bring  their  cases  to  the  notice  of  the  court  and  the  grand  juries  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

QueeHon.  When  did  you  come  to  the  State,  Mr.  PoWersT 

Answer  lu  December,  1865. 

Question.  Where  were  you  IVom  T 

Anstoer  I  was  bom  iu  Ohio,  in  the  northern  part  of  Ohio,  in  Trumbull  County.  I 
came  here  out  of  the  Army  of  the  United  States. 

Question.  You  say  that  in  Winston  County  the  white  people  are  in  a  large  migority  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir;  I  do  not  remember  the  majority;  it  is  quite  a  large  majority, 
though. 

Question,  What  occasion  have  they,  then,  for  any  political  purpose  to  use  violence 
vipon  the  negroes  in  the  elections  T 

Answer.  There  ai'e  a  good  many  men  in  Winston  County,  quite  a  good  many  white 
men,  who  are  republicans.  Notwithstanding  the  whites  are  in  the  majority,  if  we 
could  have  a  fair  election  in  that  county,  free  from  intimidation,  I  think  we  would 
have  a  good  chance  of  carrying  it.  Several  counties  that  have  a  large  white  majority 
we  carry ;  for  instance,  Attala ;  we  carry  it  every  time  there  is  a  fair  vote.  The  same  ia 
Winston ;  there  are  quite  a  good  many  white  men  there  who  vote  with  the  republican 
party.    In  the  election  of  1869  the  republicans  elected  the  representative  of  that  county. 

Question.  At  the  election  of  1869  a  great  many  men  were  disfranchised  T 

Ansioer.  Not  disfranchised  from  voting. 

Question.  Yes,  sir. 

Answer.  Under  what  law  f 

Question.  Under  the  act  of  Congress,  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress. 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  When  was  your  present  constitution  adopted  T 
Ansxcer.  In  1869. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  That  election  was  held  under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress  t 

Anstoer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  In  that  election,  as  a  matter  of  course,  under  the  act  of  Congress,  men  wen 
disfranchised  who  are  now  under  disabilities  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  i 

Answer.  Well,  I  would  not  take  my  oath  to  that.  I  do  not  know  how  it  is.  Yon  are 
more  conversant  with  it  than  I  am. 

Question.  That  is  a  matter  of  public  notoriety. 

Answer.  I  think  you  are  correct  in  that.  I  have  not  had  my  attention  called  to  it. 
I  know  that  everybody  is  now  permitted  to  vote. 

Question.  Have  they  been  at  the  election  on  yesterday  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  1  recollect  now  those  who  werd  disqualified  by  the  fourteenth 
amendment  were  prohibited  from  voting,  under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  They  could  not  vote  for  the  convention  T 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Could  they  not  vote  for  the  constitution  on  its  adoption  f 

Answer.  1  believe  not. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Question.  I  want  to  call  your  attention  to  it,  as  you  stated  that  in  voting  on  the  coBr 
5titution  nobody  was  disfinanchised. 

Answer.  That  was  my  irapressson  at  the  time,  bnt  I  think  now  that  yon  are  correct 

Question.  That  waa  true  of  the  organization  of  every  one  of  the  seceding  Stat«*Bf 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  they  were  all  organized  under  the  reconstruction  act  of  Congress. 

Question.  Which  disfranchised  all  those  persons  who  are  now  under  disabilities,  <ff 
were  then  under  disabilities,  by  the  fourteenth  amendment  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  It  was  not,  therefore,  as  you  have  heretofore  stated,  true  that  the  coiMtit«- 
tion  of  this  State  was  adopted  and  its  government  formed  when  idl  the  citizens  had  a 
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right  to  vote.  You  say  it  is  your  information  tbat  tbey  have  burned  all  the  school- 
bouses,  white  and  black,  in  Winston  County  ? 

Answer.  All  but  one.  I  have  tbat  from  the  report  of  the  superintendent.  That  report 
was  made  to  the  State  superintendent  of  education  at  Jacksonville  that  they  burned 
all  the  houses  where  free  schools  were  being  taught,  and  that  they  ordered  the  minister, 
who  was  teaching  in  one  church  there,  to  desist  from  teaching  by  a  certain  time  or 
they  would  burn  his  church.  They  visited  the  superintendent,  got  all  the  evidences  of 
debt  in  favor  of  the  school-fund  of  that  county,  and  they  burned  them.  So  they  de- 
stroyed the  school-houses,  aud  destroyed  all  the  evidences  of  debt  or  funds  belonging 
to  the  school-fund  of  that  county.  They  burned  them  in  his  house  before  his  face. 
They  were  masked  men  who  came  to  Ills  house  and  ordered  him  to  give  up  the  papers, 
aud  they  burned  them  in  his  own  fire.  He  made  a  statement  of  it  to  the  State  super- 
iutendent. 

Question,  Ton  think  if  Lauderdale  should  go  democratic  it  would  be  evidence  of  in- 
tiniidation  t 

Answer,  I  think  so.  At  the  election  of  1869  the  republicans  carried  the  county  by 
something  over  300  mjgority ;  I  think  something  over  400.  To  my  knowledge  there 
are  quite  a  good  many  white  men  in  that  county  who  will  vote  the  republican  ticket 
in  this  election  that  did  not  vote  it  in  1869,  and  all  the  colored  people  that  voted  the 
republican  ticket  who  remained  there  will  vote  the  same  ticket.  The  registration  is  so 
nearly  equal  between  the  whites  and  blacks  that  I  could  not  account  for  the  county 
going  democratic  on  any  other  ground  than  that  of  intimidation.  There  are  a  good 
mauy  white  republicans  in  Lauderdale  County. 

Question,  How  many  T 

Answer.  Well,  not  less  than  300.  The  former  senator,  Mr.  Robert  Leachman,  from 
that  county,  informed  me  that  he  had  a  list  of  over  300  white  republicans  in  that 
county. 

Question,  Are  there  any  colored  democrats  in  the  county  t 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  but  very  few. 

Question,  Had  he  a  list  of  them  T 

Answer,  He  did  not  inform  me  in  regard  to  that. 

Quostion.  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  violence  used  upon  the  colored  men  who  voted 
the  democratic  ticket  by  men  of  their  own  color  T 

Anstoei'.  Yes,  sir,  I  have. 

Question.  You  have  not  thought  it  worthy  of  mention  in  this  long  account  f 

Anstver.  Well,  it  is  a  thing  that  has  been  disapproved  of  by  everybody.  In  some 
cases  I  have  Ij^eard  of  the  colored  people  getting  exasperated  against  a  roan  of  their 
owu  color  whothey  thought  had  been  bought  for  selling  himself,  not  from  the  fact  that 
he  joined  the  democratic  party  conseientiously.  I  do  not  think  they  would  be  dis- 
posed to  molest  such  a  one,  but  I  have  heard  of  a  little  excitement  where  they  thought 
one  of  their  own  color  had  been  bought,  and  they  have  offered  violence.  I  have  not 
heard  of  anybody  being  killed  though,  or  seriously  injured,  in  fact. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  of  any  white  man  being  killed  by  exasperated  negroes  f 

Answer,  There  was  this  case  at  Artesia  the  other  day,  where  a  white  man  was  killed 
at  a  meeting  almost  exclusively  of  colored  men.    1  forget  his  name. 

Question,  Lee  T 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  Lee.    I  do  not  think  of  another  instance. 

The  Chairman.  Will  you  let  him  give  an  account  of  that  T    I  forgot  to  ask  it. 

Mr.  Blair.  The  governor  seemed  to  forget  it,  too. 

The  Witness.  I  will  endeavor  to  answer  any  question,  to  give  all  the  information  I 
can. 

Question,  (By  Mr.  Blair.)  You  were  engaged  in  talking  about  all  manner  of  out- 
rages, but  that  never  occurred  to  you.    What  was  there  in  that  T 

Answer,  I  have  been  up  there  since  the  killing,  and  have  seen  a  good  many  of  the 
parties,  and  I  believe  I  am  tolerably  well  posted  on  the  whole  of  the  occurrence,  and 
can  state  it  so  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  get  at  it.  They  had  been  having  a  republican 
meeting  there.  The  assembly  was  composed  almost  exclusively  of  blacks.  The  speak- 
ing was  about  through  with.  Mr.  Lewis,  the  republican  candidate  for  sheriff,  and  Mr. 
Bliss,  were  the  speakers.  They  spoke  from  a  wagon.  When  they  had  got  pretty  much 
through  Mr.  Bliss  got  up  in  the  wagon  to  make  a  few  j^marks  preparatory  to  dismiss- 
ing the  crowd.  This  man  Lee  came  into  the  crowd  and  called  out  to  Bliss  in  an  in- 
sulting manner,  asking  him  whether  he  was  a  white  man  or  a  negro.  Mr.  Bliss  paid 
no  attention  to  it,  and  went  on  with  the  speaking,  and  Lee  turned  to  leave  the  crowd 
and  took  a  revolver  from  his  breast  pocket  and  fired  it  in  the  direction  of  the  speakers 
in  the  wagon,  and  then  ran  firom  the  crowd.  Some  colored  men  who  wore  standing 
about,  thinking  he  had  firod  and  shot  one  of  tbe  speakers,  pursued  him.  He  fired 
another  shot  from  his  revolver,  and  they  fired  several  shote  at  him  and  killed  him. 
Tliat  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  affair,  I  believe.  I  think  that  the  testimony  given 
before  the  grand  jury  that  was  investigating  the  case,  when  it  comes  out^  will  show 
that  that  is  a  correct  statement  of  the  case.    Lee,  I  believe^  had  the  reputation  of  being 
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a  quiet  man  ordinarily.  He  was  there  employed  as  a  mediaBio.  doinff  eome  week  at 
Artesia ;  he  was  not  a  citizen  of  the  place.  He  bad  been  driukiDg  ntat  day  in  the 
saloons,  and  was  probabl^  under  the  influence  of  drink  at  the  time  he  went  into  the 
crowd ;  and  this  language  he  used  was  insulting  to  the  speaker,  and  firing  oS  hm  pistol, 
whether  he  fired  it  over  the  speaker  or  not,  gave  the  impression  to  the  ooh>red  men 
that  he  was  Attempting  to  shoot  one  of  the  speakers,  and  his  running  only  excited 
tHem.  They  pursued,  and  he  fired  at  them.  They  returned  tiie  fire  and  killed  b^ 
It  was  an  unfortunate  occurrence. 

Question.  Is  it  your  infonuatiou  that  he  was  not  aarmed  at  allf 

AnsiDtr.  No,  sir. 

Question.  That  the  firing  was  done  by  some  other  perscm  in  the  crowd  T 

Answei\  No,  sir;  that  account  was  ^ven  to  the  press,  but  the  inyestigatioii.  In  my 
opinion,  will  not  show  that  state  of  circumstances. 

Que8ti4>n.  Why  did  Judge  Orr  order  the  arrest  of  these  negroes? 

Answer.  There  was  a  coroner's  inquest  called  immediately  after  the  meeting  dis- 
persed. That  jury  was  made  uf)  of  men  who  had  come  in  there,  and  were  not  parties 
to  the  transaction — did  not  see  it. 

Question,  That  was  very  proper;  was  it  notT 

Answer.  Yes,  sir.  There  was  no  impropriety  in  that;  but  they  songht  to  gire  it  apo- 
litical bias.    It  was  composed  entirely  of  white  men,  I  believe. 

Quesiiom.  How  do  you  know  they  sought  to  give  it  a  political  bias* 

Answer.  From  the  fact  that  they  published  it.  The  same  men  that  were  there  sent 
telegrams  of  the  affair  contrary  to  what  will  be  shown  in  the  evidence  when  it  is  iaitiy 
investigated. 

^estioH.  Did  they  give  anything  contrary  to  the  evidence  as  it  iH[>peared  before 
themf 

Anstcer.  I  do  not  know  as  to  that.  They  implicated  several  parties  who  have  be» 
discharged  by  the  grand  jury  already.  They  found  at  this  inquest  that  he  came  to  his 
death  at  the  hands  of  certain  parties,  naming  them,  as  inciting  the  murder  of  speakers 
Lewis  and  Bliss,  and  the  investigation  has  shown  that  some  of  those  parties  whom  they 
charged  with  the  murder  have  already  been  discharged  by  the  grand  jnry.  No  true 
bills  uad  been  found  against  any  up  to  the  time  I  leil  there.  • 

Question.  They  were  arrested  under  the  order  of  Judge  Orrf 

Answei\  Judge  Orr  gave  the  sheriff  orders  after  the  inquest  to  go  down  and  arrest 
certain  parties  named.  The  sheriff,  I  understood,  on  that  arrested  every  p^^on  he 
could  find  that  attended  the  meeting,  and  arrested  several  that  were  not  at  the  meeting 
at  all.  Going  around  to  the  plantations  looking  them  up,  he  arrested  seventy,  and  got 
a  special  train  and  took  them  to  Columbus  and  put  them  in  jail  before  Judge  Orr  laew 
what  he  was  doing.  The  judge  ordered  them  to  be  released,  and  they  were  released — 
all  excepting  seven,  I  believe.  The  investigation  was  still  going  on  before  t^  grand 
jury,  but  they  have  all  been  discharged  except  seven,  I  believe. 

Quesiion.  And  the  sheriff  and  the  party  who  made  these  arrests  have  been  arrested 
themselves  T 

Answer,  That  has  occurred  since  I  left,  if  at  all.  I  know  they  have  been  diamiaged 
from  office ;  the  governor  has  turned  them  out  of  office. 

Question.  For  making  these  arrests  f 

Anstcer,  I  do  not  know  what  the  ground  was.  He  certainly  ought  to  have  been 
turned  out  for  making  these  arrests.  He  had  no  right  to  arrest  men  who  were  not  even 
present  at  the  meeting  and  put  them  in  jail.  That  was  certaittly  wrong,  and  the  sheriff 
who  would  do  that  ought  not  to  occupy  the  office. 

Quesiion,  How  do  you  know  he  did  it  T 

Answer.  The  testimony  showed  that  he  did  it;  the  testimony  of  the  friends,  wives, 
and  relatives  of  these  men.  They  came  there,  to  Columbus,  when  they  found  tibey 
were  taken  away,  and  swore  that  they  were  not  pi*esentat  the  meeting. 

Question.  How  do  you  know  but  what  he  had  evidence  that  they  were  there  soffioie^ 
upon  which  to  make  their  arrest? 

Answer.  The  sheriff  himself  took  several  d^uties  with  him.  He  did  not  give  specific 
instructions  to  them,  but  sent  them  out  to  make  the  arrests.  They  went  and  arrested 
whomsoever  they  came  across,  and  not  only  arrested  in  Lowndes  County,  but  west 
across  the  border  and  made  arrests  in  Oktibbeha  County,  outside  of  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  sheriff;  entirely  outside  of  his  county.  When  Judge  Oir  found  he  had  made  arrests 
of  so  many  men — seventy  men — and  had  chartered  a  special  train  at  Artesia  to  bring 
them  up  to  Columbus,  he  knew  that  the  city  of  Columbus  would  be  in  danger  if  tibey 
were  brought  there  in  the  state  of  feeling  that  existed.  The  colored  people  were  ex- 
cited, and  the  mayor  telegraphed  to  the  sheriff  to  wait  until  the  troops  came  up.  The 
sheriff,  disregarding  the  telegram  of  the  mayor,  brought  them  all  to  Oolumbns  and  pot 
seventy  of  them  in  jail,  and  it  came  very  near  producing  a  riot,  which  might  have  le- 
sulted  in  the  destruction  of  the  city. 

Question.  Is  it  impossible  to  lurest  colored  men  without  a  riot|  and  the  destractkmcf 
the  city  by  colored  men  ? 


MISSISSIPPI — SUB-COMMITTEE.  603 

Anstcer,  No, sir;  not  if  it  is  done  by  proper  process;  but  here  were  men  arrested 
\ritbout  any  process  whatever,  some  of  whom  were  not  present  at  the  meeting  where 
the  distnrbance  occurred.  Such  acts  would  naturally  excite  the  colored  people  at 
ColunibuB,  when  they  found  colored  men  arrested  and  put  in  Jail|  without  any  civil 
process  whatever,  simply  at  the  discretion  of  this  officer. 

Question,  Is  that  not  very  frequently  done,  if  an  officer  has  not  time  to  get  process 
and  is  required  to  make  arrest  of  parties  that  are  implicated  in  a  riotf 

Answer,  The  law  of  this  State  is  very  plain.  Where  the  acts  of  violence  have  come 
iuimediately  uuder  his  personal  knowledge,  the  officer  has  jurisdiction  and  has  a  right 
to  make  the  arrest  of  a  man ;  but  after  so  much  time  has  elapsed — as  in  that  case  had 
elapsed — and  the  parties  had  returned  to  their  homes,  there  is  no  law  in  this  State  for 
making  arrests  without  process;  none  of  these  parties,  who  were  arrested  by  him,  were 
seeking  to  get  away. 

Question.  Why,  thou,  was  he  directed  by  Judge  Orr  to  make  arrests  without  process  T 

Answer,  He  was  directed  only  to  arrest  those  persons  implicated  in  the  verdict  of  the 
inquest,  and  he  transcended  the  instructions,  and  went  on  his  own  responsibility  and 
made  other  arrests. 

Qttestion,  Was  there  any  process  for  those  poisons  who  were  implicated  T 

Answer,  I  cannot  say  as  to  that. 

Question,  Now,  if  persons  were  arrested  improperly  by  the  sheriff,  was  he  not  liable 
far  that  T 

Anmoer,  Yes,  sir ;  and  he  will  be  held  liable  in  this  case.  He  will  be  held  to  answer 
before  the  courts  for  improperly  arresting  these  men  and  incarcerating  them. 

Question,  Was  there  any  occasion,  then,  for  a  riot,  where  the  law  would  have  held 
Iiiin  liable,  and  where  there  was  such  a  determination  among  the  officers  to  see  that 
these  men  were  held  liable,  as  you  have  expressed  f 

Anstocr,  Certainly  j  it  would  not  have  Justified  a  riot,  but  it  was  an  occasion  for  a  riot. 
Slot's  are  never  justifiable ;  they  always  spring  from  excitement ;  but  this  was  one  of 
the  things  that  would  cause  excHement  and  prodnce  a  riot,  and  it  came  very  near 
r«^Hulting  in  a  riot.  People  under  such  circumstances  become  excited,  and  it  is  impos- 
sible to  control  them.  Judge  Orr  and  several  of  the  influential  men  of  the  city  went 
among  the  crowd  when  they  found  them  gatherinj^  around  the  jail,  clamoring  for  the 
release  of  these  men,  and  it  took  all  their  persuasive  powers  to  get  these  people  to  go 
home  without  breaking  open  the  prison  by  violence.  Of  course,  the  arrests  of  these 
men  would  not  justify  a  riot,  but  it  might  lead  to  a  riot,  and  did  come  very  near  to  it 
in  that  instance. 

Question,  Here  was  the  case  of  an  atrocious  murder  of  a  white  man  by  a  furious  mob 
of  negroes,  and  the  attempt  to  arrest  the  negroes,  it  seems,  gave  rise  to  apx>rehension8 
of  a  mob  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  there  was  no  resistance  to  the  arrest  of  the  negroes ;  there  was  no 
resistance.  They  oould  have  been  arrested  at  any  time  on  a  proper  process.  None  of 
them  showed  any  disposition  to  get  away,  but  the  sheriff  went  on  in  disregard  of  law, 
and  arrested  innocent  parties;  even  went  outside  of  his  jurisdiction,  outside  of  his 
county,  and  arrested  persons  who  were  not  present  at  that  meeting.  That  was  what 
gave  occasion  for  a  not.  It  was  not  the  arrest  of  the  men  who  were  charged  in  the 
verdict  of  the  coroner's  jury  that  was  the  act  which  caused  the  excitement  at  Colum- 
bus. If  these  parties  named  by  the  coroner's  jury  had  been  brought  there,  and  no 
others,  there  would  not  have  been  a  word  said;  but  when  seventy  men  were  brought 
there  on  a  special  train,  and  marched  through  the  streets,  with  deputies  on  each  side 
of  them,  it  naturally  aroused  an  excitement  m  Columbus. 

Question.  You  say  the  sheriff  has  already  been  dismissed  from  office  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  he  was  removed. 

Question,  He  was  appointed  in  the  first  place  by  Alcorn  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  and  removed  by  Governor  Alcorn. 

Question,  His  deputies  have  been  arrested  f 

Answer,  I  do  not  know  how  that  is.  There  had  been  no  arrest  made  when  I  left 
there  three  or  four  days  ago.    He  had  not  been  removed  when  I  left,  nor  arrested. 

^u^toit.  You  have  heara  of  his  removal  since  f 

Answer,  Yes,  sir ;  through  the  daily  press. 

Question,  You  have  not  heard  of  the  arrest  and  the  arrest  of  his  deputies  f 

Answer.  No,  sir;  I  have  not  hejurdof  that. 

Question.  Who  do  you  say  sent  that  telegraphic  dispatch  that  the  special  train  should 
not  come  with  those  seventy  prisoners  f 

Answer.  The  mayor  of  Columbus  dispatched  the  sheriff  at  Artesia  not  to  bring  those 
men  up  on  the  special  train,  bat  to  wait  until  troops  came,  and  to  bring  them  up  on 
the  regular  train. 
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^Iacon,  Mississippi,  November  8, 187L 
MATTHEW  CLAY  sworn  and  examined. 

The  Chairman.  As  tUis  witness  is  called  by  the  minorityi  I  will  ask  General  Bkir 
to  examine  him. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Qneation.  Please  give  yonr  name  and  place  of  residence. 

Answer,  Matt  Clay,  of  Noxubee  County,  Mississippi. 

Qttestum.  What  is  your  business  T 

Anifivcr.  My  business  is  about  this  Bridges  matter  down  h^Ci  the  killing  of  a  negro. 

Qiicstion,  What  is  your  present  occupation,  doctor  ? 

Answer,  I  am  a  planter. 

Question.  What  do  yon  know  about  the  Bridges  case? 

Answer,  1  know  very  little  about  it.  I  happened  there  only  a  few  minutes  dnrii^ 
the  trial,  not  more  than  five  minutes.  I  heanl  the  e\idence  of  one  or  two  negroes 
^iven  in.  I  have  written  all  I  know  about  it  down  in  plain  English,  so  that  byreading 
It  to  yon  you  can  know  what  it  is,  and  then  put  any  other  questions  to  me  that  you 
may  see  proper. 

Question,  Uead  it,  then. 

Anstccr,  [PnHlucing  a  paper.  1  I  will  make  a  little  explanation  first.  Some  ten  dajs 
or  two  weeks  ago  there  was  a  little  neighborhood  meeting,  and  the  neighbors  called  on 
me  there  to  appear.  I  got  offended  at  this  at  first,  and  told  them  I  would  not  pay  any 
attention  to  a  private  note.  I  had  only  received  a  private  note  to  attend,  bat  if  my 
neighbors  wauted  me  to  answer  any  general  questions,  or  meet  them  about  it,  I  would 
give  a  statement  in  full,  and  this  was  the  little  document  I  handed  in  at  that  meeting. 
I  swore  to  this  before  a  justice  of  the  peace,  a  man  named  Eice.    It  is  as  follows : 

''  Personally  appeared  before  me  Dr.  Matt.  Clay,  a  citisen  of  Noxubee  County,  who, 
bein^  duly  sworn,  states  as  follows : 

"  Having  been  called  upon,  by  a  committee  of  citizens,  duly  appointed  by  a  public 
meeting  held  at  Bigby  Valley,  Noxubee  County,  (Bigby  Valley  is  in  the  northeastern 
portion  of  the  couuty,)  Wednesday,  September  2^,  1871,  and  shown  by  them  the  testi- 
mony of  H.  B.  Whitfield,  before  the  comnfittee  of  Congress,  iu  Wanhiugton,  known  as 
the  Ku-KInx  committee,  said  testimony  having  reference  to  the  disappearance  of  a 
negro  in  charge  of  one  Bridges,  at  Bigby  Valley,  and  of  an  assault  on  said  Bridges  by 
a  negro  mob,  I,  Matt  Clay,  do  hereby  state,  in  re6{)onHe  to  said  committee,  that  I  livo 
nine  miles  from  Bigby  Valley ;  that  I  was  present,  for  a  short  time,  near  Bigby  Valley, 
at  the  school-honse,  and  during  the  trial,  before  a  justice  of  the  pNpaoe,  of  certain  ne- 
groes reported  to  have  made  an  assault  on  Mr.  Bridges  near  Bixby  Valley,  in  connection 
with  his  allowing  a  negro  prisoner  in  his  charge  to  encape,  or  be  taken  from  his  custody; 
that^ut  tbat  time  I  heard,  and  believed  from  what  I  heard  of  the  facts,  that  a  certain 
negro,  reported  missing,  had  stolen  a  horse  or  pony  from  Charles  Moore,  be- 
yond a  doubt.  I  farther  heard  at  that  time,  and  have  never  believed  to  the  con- 
trary, that  Mr.  Bridges  had  been  assaulted  at  night,  by  an  armed  mob  of  n^roes, 
who  had  fired  a  good  many  shots  at  him.  This  fact  relative  to  the  night  assault,  Mr. 
Bridges  explained  to  me  in  person  on  the  ground  where  it  occurred,  showing  me  bow 
at  night  he  escaped  from  his  house  on  hearing  the  approach  of  the  nei^roes,  and 
running  toward  the  school-house,  about  thirty  yards  from  his  house ;  about  his  meeting 
one  of  the  approaching  squads  of  negroes  in  his  flight.  He  explained  how  he  shot, 
with  a  gun,  into  this  squad,  when  he  was  at  once  fired  on  by  two  or  more  squads  of 
negroes,  their  fire  crossing  and  marking  the  school-house,  with  buck-shot,  small  thiol, 
and  other  missiles,  in  the  shape  of  bricks,  stones,  &c. 

'^I  went  to  look  at  those  marks,  and  saw  the  indentation  on  the  stones  like  small  abet 
and  buck-shot  and  brick-bats. 

'*  These  marks  I  saw,  and  suppose  were  made  by  about  ten  or  twelve  guns  or  fire-arms; 
and  Mr.  Bridges  told  me  about  thirty  shots  were  fired  at  him. 

^'As  to  the  confinement  of  the  negro  by  Bridges  in  the  school-house  near  his  home, 
as  to  whether  ho  was  chained  or  not,  and  any  incidents  relative  thereto,  I  heard  nothing 
definite,  and  know  nothing  about  it,  excepting  he  told  me  he  was  too  late  to  carry 
t\^e  negro  to  Macon,  when  ne  got  him.  I  believe  it  is  about  eighteen  miles  to  the 
court-house  from  Bigby  Valley.  The  negro  was  taken  to  the  justice  about  four  o'cloek 
in  the  evening. 

'^I  know  nothing,  nor  did  I  hear  or  know  anything  relative  to  the  body  of  a  negro 
being  found  iu  the  Bigby  River,  near  Bigby  Valley,  &c.  1  heard,  and  believe,  from 
Mr.  Bridges's  statement,  made  to  me  while  I  was  present  for  a  short  time  daring  the 
prelindnary  trial  of  the  ncOTO  before  the  justice  ot  the  peace,  near  Bigby  Valley,  tbat 
a  party  of  negroes  had  called  On  him  in  the  day-time,  and  questioned  him  relative  to 
the  escape  of  the  negro  he  had  confined  in  the  school-honse  for  safe-keeping — this  was 
Sunday,  al>ont  12  o'clock,  as  well  as  I  recollect— until  he  could  take  him  to  Macon,  the 
county  jail;  stating  it  was  too  late  after  his  trial  to  go  to  Macon  (distance  about 
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eighteen  miles)  from  Bigby  Valley ;  also  that  said  party  threatened  him,  and  said  ho 
Bhould  give  a  better  account  than  he  had  given  them,  as  they  believed  he  knew  more 
tlian  he  had  told  them ;  and  also  that  the  armed  mob  subsequently  made  a  uight  at- 
'tack  on  him,  already  mentioned  in  this  affidavit,  &o. 

''Ab6nt  the  note  being  found  in  the  school-house  I  do  not  know  anything,  &o. 

'*  I  do  further  state  I  met  on  the  oars,  while  he  was  en  route  to  appear  before  the 
congressional  committee  in  Washington,  Mr.  H.  B.  Whitfield,  and  traveled  with  him 
about'  thirteen  miles  by  rail,  while  the  cars  were  in  motion,  between  Artesia '  and 
Srooksville,  on  the  Mobile  and  Ohio  Railroad ;  that  I  had  a  short  and  hurried  conver- 
sation with  him,  brought  on  by  Mr.  Whitfield,  who  asked  me  general  questions  about 
tbe  Bridges  afiGair,  at  Bigby  Valley;  that  I  told  him,  in  substance,  if  he  was  ^oing  be- 
fore the  Washington  Ku-Klax  committee  he  ought  to  state  the  Bridges  afiair,  in  which 
some  armed  negroes  attacked  Mr.  Bridges  at  night ;  that  I  thought  it  ought  to  be 
shown  that  lawlessness  existed  among  the  negroes,  or,  in  other  words,  all  the  so-called 
reported  Ku-Klax  outrages  did  not  originate  among  the  whites  in  the  South,  but  with 
the  blacks.  This  was  the  idea  I  tried  to  impress  on  Mr.  Whitfield,  and  this  he  prom- 
ised to  report  at  Washington. 

'*  He  misrepresents  that  in  his  testimony. 

"And  with  Mr.  Whitfield's  testimony  now  before  me,  as  rendered  before  the  committee 
of  Congress  of  this  year,  I  do  positivdy  state,  that  any  statements,  or  facts,  or  coloring 
of  facts,  given  by  him  before  said  committee,  and  reterrin^  to  me  individually  as  au- 
tbority  for  said  statements,  facts,  or  coloring  of  facts,  obtained  in  any  couversatiou  or 
ecu versat ions  between  us,  and  difiering  from  the  facts^  or  statement  of  facts,  made  in 
tills  affidavit  are,  to  say  the  least  about  them,  misrepresentations,  and  certainly 
n  jver  directly  or  iudii'ectly  emanated  from  me. 

"MATT.  CLAY. 

"Sworn  to  and  subscribed  before  me  this  4th  October,  1871. 

"H.  A.  RICE, 
"Justice  of  the  Peace.^ 

Since  I  wrote  this  affidavit  I  received  a  private  letter  from  Mr.  Whitfield  in  which 
be  says  he  has  misrepresented  me,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  give  it  in  writing.  Here  La 
bis  letter,  and  you  can  have  it  if  you  want  it. 

The  CiiAiUMAN.  I  think  we  had  better  have  the  letter. 

The  Witness.  Here  is  the  letter ;  it  is  as  follows : 

"  Mayor's  Office,  City  Hall, 
"  Columbus,  Missiesippif  October  5,  1671. 

"  My  Dear  Sir:  Your  letter  of  the  3d  instant  received. 

"  In  reply  I  have  to  say  that  I  did  not  represent  you  as  saying  or  telling  me  what  is 

Sut  down  in  the  evidence  before  the  congressional  committee  in  Washington.  Upon 
eing  questioned  about  tbe  Bridges  afiair  I  was  asked,  if  I  remember  correctly,  from 
ivhom  I  heard  the  stat-ement,  &^,  I  mentioned  your  name  as  one  from  whom  I  had 
beard  some  statements  in  regard  to  the  affair,  not  that  I  desired  to  mention  your  name, 
or  that  of  any  other  gentleman,  as  having  piven  me  the  information,  bnt  because  I  was 
required  to  mention  the  particular  names  Ironi  whom  I  heai'd  anything  in  connection 
with  the  transaction.  I  should  have  much  preferred  to  have  mentioned  no  name.  I 
bave  not  a  copy  of  the  evidence  before  me,  and  cannot,  therefore,  use  the  exact  lan- 
gnage ;  but  the  impression  sought  to  be  conveyed  by  me  was,  that  the  statements!  had 
beard  in  regard  to  the  afiair  were  confiicting.  I  remember  quite  distinctly,  I  think, 
what  you  said  to  me  on  the  cars,  and  my  recollection  is  that  yon  sustained  the  justice, 
Mr.  Rice,  in  his  course,  as  also  the  constable,  and  condemned  the  freedmen  for  the 
course  they  pursued;  and  if  jfon  have  seen  the  evidence  I  am  sure  you  will  see  that  its 
tenor,  as  to  yonr  statement,  is  that  way.  My  object  was  to  give  a  fair  and  just  state- 
ment of  the  case  as  gathered  from  what  I  had  heard  from  difierent  persons  and  had 
seen  in  the  papers.  So  far  as  you  are  concerned,  I  know  you  are  not  a  republican,  but 
a  fair,  jnst,  liberal,  consei-vativo  man  in  your  views  :  and,  coupled  with  this,  our  very 
cordial,  personal,  and  family  relations  would  certainly  prevent  me  from  placing  you  iii 
any  false  position  calculated  to  prejudice  you  with  your  neighbors.  I  know  you  are 
opposed  to  lawlessness,  as  every  good  citizen  is.  I  therefore  repeat  that  I  did  not  repre- 
se&t  you  as  telling  me  the  statement  of  the  Bridges  affair,  as  mentioned  verbatim  in  the 
evidence  before  the  committee,  nor  seek  to  create  the  impression,  at  least  such  was  not 
my  purpose,  that  you  espoused  the  cause  of  the  freedmen  and  condemned  the  course 
of  the  justice  and  constable.  But  I  did  see^  to  make  the  impression  that  the  case  pre- 
sented a  specimen  of  great  lawlessness,  as  evidenced  by  the  facts.  I  have  no  doubt 
whatever,  if  you  wish  to  know  my  opinion,  that  the  negro  who  was  arrested  and  put 
in  charge  of  the  constable  was  taken  out  of  the  house  and  murdered — and  this  I  be- 
lieve from  statements  made  by  others,  and  not  from  anything,  or  suggestion,  I  heard 
from  you.  If  the  x>eople  of  Bigby  Valley  have  been  misrepresented,  no  one  j(';rrets  it 
more  than  I  do,  and  no  one  would  be  more  willing  to  make  any  corrections  fully  war- 
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ranted  by  the  facts.  Bat  roy  belief  now  is,  particularly  fnmi  what  I  hare  beard  of 
the  case  upon  further  inqniry,  sioce  my  return  from  Washington,  that  the  statexueot 
made  in  the  evidence  is  quite  mild,  and  that  the  half  was  not  told  of  what  can  be  sub- 
stantiated if  necessary. 

'^  I  hear  from  the  best  authority  that  the  invesiisating  committee,  or  asub-commitee 
from  it,  will  be  through  this  section  very  soon,  u  any  of  the  people  of  Bigby  Valley 
think  they  are  wronged  by  what  I  said,  tliey  can  go  before  thorn  and  make  their  own 
statements  ;  but  they  may  know,  at  the  same  time,  that  all  sides  will  then  be  heard, 
and  they  may  be  glad  to  let  the  matter  rest  where  it  now  is  before  they  are  through 
with  it.    You  are  at  liberty  to  show  this  to  any  person  yon  wish. 

"  Remember  me  kindly  to  Nina  and  the  children,  and  lielieve  roe,  as  ever,  your  sia- 
cere  friend, 

«  HENRY  B.  WHITFIELD. 

"Dr.  Matt  Clay,  BrookwUle,  MiseieHppi.^' 

That  is  about  the  sum  and  purport  of  the  letter ;  it  exonerates  me.  He  made  a 
misstatement  before  the  congressional  committee,  and,  like  a  gentleman,  he  retracted. 

By  Mf .  Blaiu  : 

Question,  Your  affidavit  there  contains  a  statement  of  all  that  you  know  about  the 
matter  T 
Anstcer.  All  that  I  know  of  it  or  heard  of  it. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question.  Did  you  understand  where  Bridges  put  the  negro  for  safe-keeping  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  it  was  in  a  school-house  about  thirty  yards  from  his  dwelliug-hoDse. 

Question.  Did  you  un4erstaiid  that  he  chained  him  t 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  heard  onything  particular  about  that. 

Question.  Tell  all  that  you  heard  in  relation  to  his  chaining  the  negro. 

Answer.  All  I  heard  of  that  I  have  given  in  that  affidavit,  that  I  supposed  the 
negro  was  chained ;  that  he  coutined  him  in  a  house  for  safe-keeping  in  order  to  bring 
the  negro  to  Macon  the  next  day. 

Question.  Did  he  keep  the  ne|;ro  in  that  house  by  himself  all  night,  or  at  least  until 
ho  was  taken  out  by  this  mob  T 

Answer.  I  suppose  so ;  I  never  heard  anything  about  it  until  the  triaL 

Question.  At  what  hour  in  the  night  is  it  your  understanding  that  the  negro  was 
taken  out  t 

Answer.  I  suppose  it  was  about  12  or  1  o'clock. 

Question.  What  is  your  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  that  were  concerned  in 
takiug  the  negro  out. 

Answer.  Bridges  told  me  it  looked  Uke  thirty  or  forty  in  one  squad  and  the  same  in 
the  other  squad ;  it  was  a  little  dark. 

By  Mr.  Blair  : 

Quoation.  Was  that  the  crowd  of  negroes  that  came  to  take  him  (Bridges)  out,  or  the 
negro  f 
Answer.  The  negroes  that  came  to  take  him  out. 

By  the  Chaibman  : 

Question.  I  am  inquiring  about  the  number  of  men  who  were  concerned  in  takmg 
the  negro  out  of  the  school-house  that  night  T 

Answsr.  White  men  T 

Question.  I  do  not  know  whether  they  were  white  or  black. 

Answer.  These  men  did  not  come  to  take  the  negro  out*. 

Question.  But  I  am  talking  about  the  parties  who  came  to  take  the  negro  from  under 
Biidges's  charge.  I  understand  that  he  put  him  in  the  school-house,  and  that  the  negro 
disappeared  and  was  supposed  to  be  killed  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  I  ask  for  your  information  as  to  the  number  of  men  that  were  ooncemedin 
takiug  that  negro  out  of  the  school-house  that  night.    Do  you  comprehend  me  t 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  do  or  not.  A  squad  of  negroes,  my  understanding 
Is,  came  to  arrest  Bridges. 

Question.  What  became  of  the  colored  boy  that  was  confined  in  the  sehool-hoose  by 
Bridges,  chained  there  t 

Ansioer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  it.  I  supposed  fh>m  the  report  the  negro  was 
taken  out  or  got  out. 

Question.  Taken  out  by  whom  f 

Answer.  1  do  not  know  anything  about  it. 

Question.  Have  you  no  information  about  that  f 

Ansicer.  None  in  the  world,  no  more  than  you  have.  All  I  have  is  the  pablie  report 
that  the  negro  had  got  out,  or  had  been  taken  out.    I  do  not  know  how. 
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Question.  Were  there  signs  of  fbotr-prints  or  horses'  feet  ahoat  the  sohool-honse  f 

'Answer.  I  do  not  know.  I  did  not  notice  anything  more  than  the  shot  marks  on  the 
side  of  the  school-honse.  I  Jiist  remarked  to  Bridges,  I  have  heard  so  many  Hes  since 
the  war  that  I  do  not  helieve  anythins  that  is  told  mo  until  I  see  it.  He  carried  me 
ahont  twenty  yards,  and  showed  me  the  marks  of  the  hack-shot  and  the  small  shot. 

Qttestion.  How  long  was  this  after  the  hoy  was  taken  out  of  the  school-house ;  was  it 
the  next  day  T 

Answer.  No,  sir ;  it  was  wheneyer  the  trial  was  hefore  the  justice  of  the  peace. 

Question.  Was  it  several  days  -after  the  hoy  disappeared  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  You  never  examined  the  foot-prints  of  the  horses  f 

Anstcer.  No,  sir ;  I  never  have  heen  inside  of  the  house  to  this  day.  I  never  had  any- 
thing to  do  with  it.  I  avoided  having  anything  to  do  with  it,  and  did  not  stay  hut  a 
short  time. 

Question.  There  was  a  general  understanding  that  the  hoy  was  killed  f 

Ansicer.  The  general  understanding  was  that  the  negro  disappeared,  and  nohod^  knew 
"where  he  went. 

Question.  What  is  the  general  understanding  now  f 

Answer,  That  he  escaped.  Nohody  knows  whether  he  is  kiUed  or  not.  The  negroes 
think  he  is  killed,  and  some  of  the  white  folks  think  he  is  not  killed;  some  of  them 
thiiik  that  he  is ;  some  think  he  is  living. 

Question.  Do  some  white  men  think  he  has  not  heen  killed  f 

Answer.  Some  think  so,  hut  you  know  as  much  as  I  do.  It  is  nine  miles  there,  and  I 
bave  not  seen  Bridges  since  the  trial.  I  heard  on  yesterday  that  he  was  seeu  over  in 
Alabama. 

Question.  What  white  man  told  you  he  had  seen  the  hoy  since  the  trial,  alive  T 

Answer.  I  do  not  know.  It  is  just  a  report  that  he  was  seen  up  the  river  toward 
Columbus. 

Question.  You  have  heard  of  a  hody  being  found  in  Bigby  River  since  T 

Answer.  Ye»,  sir ;  I  have  heard  something  about  it,  hut  nothing  definite  that  I  could 
swear  to.    It  is  a  mere  floating  rumor  current  here. 

Question.  You  have  heard  a  rumor  that  that  was  the  hody  of  the  missing  boy  T 

Answer.  I  have  heard  it  was,  and  I  have  heard  that  contradicted.  I  beard  from 
Charley  Moore  on  the  day  of  the  trial  that  the  negro  was  a  young  man  that  was  lost, 
and  they  knew  from  the  teeth  that  this  Was  not  the  same  body. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  his  mother  identified  him  by  his  clothingf 

Ansjcer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Do  you  know  his  mother  T 

Answer.  £lleu  Grayson. 

Question.  Have  you  heard  that  she  identified  the  body 

Answer.  No,  sir. 

Question.  Was  Bridges  a  constable  T 

Answer.  Yes,  sir. 

Question.  Was  he  a  regularly  elected  constable,  or  was  he  appointed  for  that  special 
purpose  f 

Ansuer.  1  cannot  tell  you.    The  justice  of  the  peace  can  tell  you  in  a  few  minutes. 

Question.  Did  he  appoint  any  guard  to  watch  tlie  boy  or  stand  guard  at  the  house 
that  night  ? 

Anmcer.  I  do  not  know  anything  about  his  arrangements  as  to  the  boy.  I  did  not 
take  any  iuterest  in  it. 

Question.  The  negroes  believe  Bridges  was  implicated  in  the  murder  of  the  boy  T 

Answer.  That  was  their  conversation,  that  the  negro  was  taken  out  by  the  Ku-Klux, 
I  reckon. 

Question.  And  they  repaired  to  Bridges's  house  next  day  to  he  satisfied  how  the  boy 
had  disappeared  f 

Answer.  Yes,  sir ;  that  is  about  the  sum  and  substance  of  it. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

Question.  Doctor,  what  time  in  the  year  did  this  occur  t 
Answei'.  I  cannot  tell  you  in  what  month  it  was  to  save  my  life. 
Question.  How  far  did  this  occurrence  take  place  from  Bigby  Hirer  t 
Answer.  I  reckon  it  was  between  three  and  four  miles — not  over  three  miles. 
Question.  Did  you  hear  anything  about  the  body  being  found  in  the  river  f 
Answer.  Yes.  I  heard  a  rumor  ot  that  sort  that  the  body  had  been  found  and  the  ne- 
groes were  hunting  for  him  on  that  Sunday.  They  had  guns  in  their  hands,  and  some- 
body asked  them  what  they  were  hunting  with  guns,  and  they  remarked  they  were 
hunting  for  their  comrade  ]  that  he  was  lost,  and  their  object  in  coming  there  was  to 
make  Bridges  tell. 

Question,  Did  you  ever  hear  that  there  was  a  note  left  in  the  school-house  after  this 
boy  disappeared  f 
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Answer,  Tes,  sir ;  I  heard  that  at  the  little  poblio  moetinjc  when  they  called  cm  Bie. 
Men  were  sent  for  that  had  seen  that  note,  or  rather  the  yon ng  man  who  was  said  to 
have  seen  the  note,  and  he  denied  it  before  our  little  pnblio  meeting.  It  was  reported 
that  one  of  the  yoans  Pierces  had  seen  it,  bnt  he  said  it  was  not  so. 

Question,  What  did  you  hear  that  note  contained  f 

Answer,  I  heard  tbat  the  purport  of  it  was  tliat  *  We  had  got  him,"  or  ^  had  hin,^ 
or  something  of  the  sort,  aud  sijj^ied  ;  I  do  not  know  whether  any  name  was  signed  or 
not. 

By  the  Chairman  : 

Question,  Was  it  signed  "  K.  K.  K.f " 
Answer,  Yes,  sir;  I  reckon  so. 

By  Mr.  Buckley  : 

QueMion,  Was  it  not  something  to  this  efiect  "  Don't  be  alarmed,  we  have  got  him  V 

Answer,  Yes,  sir.  I  am  a  law-abiding  citizen  and  want  the  law  enforced  againsi 
white  aud  black,  and  where  a  negro  is  imposed  upon  I  like  to  see  justice  done  to  him 
and  will  do  it  bo  far  as  in  my  power. 

Question,  Do  you  say  you  had  no  conversation  with  Mr.  Whitfield  in  regard  to  this 
casef 

Answer.  No,  flir,  nothing  at  all.  Mr.  Whitfield  denies  it  in  his  letter.  We  had  this 
general  discussion  in  the  cars.  We  were  very  iutimato  friends  and  met  on  the  cars, 
and  be  said  he  was  on  his  way  to  Washington  City,  and  said,  ''Don't  breathe  it  to 
mortal  man,  I  am  going  to  see  Governor  Alcorn,  and  I  do  not  wish  to  report ;  I  know 
of  several  cases  of  lawlessness  in  the  country  by  the  whites  aud  I  do  not  like  to  report 
them.  I  think  the  governor  has  had  me  summoned  and  I  think  he  can  telegraph  tbat 
I  am  a  know-nothing  and  get  me  off,  for  I  do  not  wish  to  go,"  and  he  asked  me,  "  Do 
you  know  anything  that  has  happened  in  your  neighborhood,  or  what  do  you  knofr 
about  the  Bigby  Valley  case ;"  I  told  him,  and  I  said,  "  I  think,  Henry,  the  negroes  are 
to  blame  about  that  thing."    It  was  not  more  than  five  minutes  talk. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  he  told  the  committee  at  Washington  that  there  were 
two  or  three  versions  iu  regard  to  this  Bridges  case,  and  that  he  attempted  to  give 
both  sides  7 

Answer,  I  know  it  now;  I  did  not  know  what  he  was  going  to  report.  His  conver- 
sation with  me  was  strictly  confidential.  Hoatold  me  not  to  tell  his  brother,  who  was 
statiou-agent.  Ue  said,  "  Don't  teU  Anthony  I  am  going.  I  do  not  want  anybody  to 
know." 

Question,  Is  it  your  complaint  that  Mr.  Whitfield  mentioned  your  name? 

Answer,  I  did  not  want  to  be  called  before  the  country,  to  be  called  ont  by  tbe 
neighbors  and  accused  of  sympathizing  with  negroes.  I  sympathize  with  them  so  £tf 
as  justice  is  concerned.  I  like  to  have  got  into  a  serious  difficulty  with  one  of  luy 
neighbors,  accusing  me  of  being  a  radical,  and  I  am  not. 

Question,  Do  you  know  that  Mr.  Whitiield  had  no  discretion  in  reference  to  giviag 
testimony  f 

Answer,  No,  sir;  I  do  not  know  what  his  object  was. 

Question.  He  was  asked  i^  disclose  the  names. 

Atisicer,  I  do  not  blame  him.  A  man  coming  before  a  committee  like  yon  are  here  has 
to  answer  any  question.    I  do  not  blame  him  at  all. 

Question,  Is  it  tbe  fact  that  the  men  on  an  adjoining  plantation  to  where  this  occur- 
rence took  place  have  had  to  leave  from  fear  f 

Answer.  I  do  not  know  any  more  about  that  than  anybody  on  this  committee.  I 
never  took  any  s^iccial  interest  in  it.  It  is  nine  miles  from  my  neighborhood.  I  have 
a  plantation  adjoining  Bigby  Valley  rented  out  to  negroes.  I  was  going  down  there 
that  day  on  business,  aud  I  heard  of  this  difficulty,  and  thought  it  was  every  citizen's 
duty  to  go  and  investigate  the  case  and  see  what  happened.  I  merely  went  throng 
idle  curiosity » I  may  say. 

Question.  Mr.  Whitfield  says  in  his  testimony,  page  428,  "there  were  some  reports 
that  he  had  been  seen  up  iu  Lowndes  County,  and  at  Artosia,  on  the  railroad,  and  at 
Aberdeen,  and  other  places.  Bnt  these  reports  could  not  be  traced  to  any  definite 
source."    Have  you  ever  been  able  to  trace  them  to  any  definite  source  t 

Answer,  No,  sir. 

Question,  The  prisoner  has  never  been  heard  of  since  ? 

Ansiver,  No,  sir;  the  prisoner  is  just  as  much  a  mystery  to  me  as  to  yoa. 

By  Mr.  Rice  : 

Qttestion,  Yon  spoke  in  your  testimony  about  receiving  a  private  letter  asking  too 
about  this  matter. 

Answer,  Yes,  sir  ;  Mr.  Whitfield's  letter. 

Question,  No ;  a  private  letter  from  citizens  in  your  neighborhood,  oaUing  on  yoa  to 
give  an  explanation  about  this  containing  a  threat? 
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Answer  No,  sir ;  not  a  threat :  bnt  it  was  a  note  from  a  man  in  Lowndes  County, 
stating  that  I  mnst  l>c  at  Bigby  Vallej^ ;  that  there  was  to  be  a  meeting  of  citizens.  I  am 
a  man  who  attends  to  my  own  businesR,  my  two  places.  For  fear  I  would  not  come 
this  gentleman  underscored  it,  and  he  says  it  is  best  for  yonr  character  and  standing 
.  in  the  community.  When  I  read  that  I  got  insulted  at  it.  I  had  been  living  here  for 
twenty-one  years,  and  knew  everybody,  and  I  took  offense  at  his  remark,  "for  your 
character  you  had  better  be  there."  The  gentleman  made  an  apology  since  and  my 
friends  said  it  was  snfficient.  I  took  offence  at  it  and  went  down  there  and  the  thing 
was  a^^nsted.    I  gave  in  then  what  I  had  to  say  about  it. 

Question,  What  did  your  friends  want  to  know  from  you  at  that  meeting T  Did  they 
have  a  meeting  at  which  yon  addressed  them  ? 

^»*irer.  They  had  a  meeting  there.  There  were  some  gentlemen  from  Lowndes 
County  to  investigate  this  thing,  to  sec  whether  this  negro  had  been  killed —what  yon 
are  after  now,  in  fact — and  they  requested  me  to  come  down,  as  Mr.  Whitfield  had  used 
ray  name  as  knowing  a  great  deal  aboot  it.  I  went  down  there  and  stated  all  I  knew 
about  it.  I  had  a  plantation  within  two  miles  of  the  place.  I  was  there  attending  to 
my  land  collecting,  and  went  thei*e  through  curiosity.  I  went  to  hear  the  truth  about 
it  when  the  trial  was  going  on. 


AUb  .  c 


